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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an object infor-
mation acquiring apparatus.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Prior art which is related to this field of technol-
ogy is disclosed in document US 2010/0058870 A1
showing a photoacoustic apparatus.
[0003] Photoacoustic imaging (PAI) is known as a pho-
to-imaging technique using light. In photoacoustic imag-
ing, a biological body, which is an object, is irradiated
with pulse light. An acoustic wave generated in the ex-
amination segment such as tumor that has absorbed the
pulse light energy is received by a probe. A received sig-
nal outputted from the probe is analyzed and optical prop-
erty distribution in the biological body is acquired as im-
age data.
[0004] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No.
2010-022812 (Patent Literature 1) discloses an appara-
tus in which a breast is held from both sides with a holding
unit and an acoustic wave is received, while two-dimen-
sionally scanning a probe above the holding unit. Such
two-dimensional scanning of the probe makes it possible
to acquire property information from a plurality of posi-
tions inside the object.
[0005] Japanese Translation of PCT Application No.
2008-514264 (Patent Literature 2) discloses an ultra-
sound apparatus in which a breast is held from both sides
with a holding unit, and the direction of an ultrasound
beam is controlled, while two-dimensionally scanning an
ultrasound transducer array above the holding unit. By
controlling the direction of the ultrasound beam, it is pos-
sible to acquire image data from either or both the part
of a breast close to a chest wall that is not held by the
holding unit and the part close to a nipple that is not in
contact with a holding plate.
[0006]

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open No. 2010-022812

Patent Literature 2: Japanese Translation of PCT
Application No. 2008-514264

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] In the apparatus disclosed in Japanese Patent
Application Laid-Open No. 2010-022812, the probe is
two-dimensionally scanned in the main scanning direc-
tion and secondary scanning direction above the holding
unit and the image of the scanned region is generated.
However, there is a case in which an image is required

to be generated in the region in which probe scanning is
not performed.
[0008] When an image is generated with respect to the
region in which the probe is not scanned, image recon-
struction is performed using an acoustic wave incident
obliquely on the probe from the object region and a voxel
is produced. More specifically, an adequate delay is im-
parted and added to the acoustic wave received by a
transducer array, and the received beam direction is
bent, as in the ultrasound apparatus described in Japa-
nese Translation of PCT Application No. 2008-514264.
When image reconstruction is thus performed with re-
spect to the region in which the probe is not scanned,
the image quality is relatively degraded by comparison
with that of the reconstructed image in the region where
the probe has been scanned, due to problems associated
with the directivity of the elements and reception sensi-
tivity. In other words, the quality of the reconstructed im-
age can be improved as the number of acoustic waves
in the region where the probe is scanned is increased.
[0009] The portion of a breast close to a chest wall is
an example of image reconstruction in the region where
the probe is not scanned. In such a region, the probe
cannot be scanned above the holding unit due to the
presence of a plate-shaped unit supporting the chest
wall. However, since a tumor can be also present in such
a region, the user (health-care professional) can wish to
obtain the image, even though of poor quality, for this
region for some users.
[0010] In other words, the region that can be designat-
ed as an imaging region in photoacoustic imaging is re-
stricted to the range in which the probe can be scanned,
that is, to a zone above the holding unit surface, but the
region for which the user wishes to display an image can
be wider than the range in which the probe can be
scanned. In such cases, when an acoustic wave is ac-
quired from a range facing the transducer array by probe
scanning, it is desirable that an acoustic wave from the
periphery be acquired at the same time to perform image
reconstruction. As a result, imaging of a large region nec-
essary for the user can be performed.
[0011] In Japanese Translation of PCT Application No.
2008-514264, imaging of the region that actually cannot
be scanned, such as the part of the breast close to the
chest wall that is not held by the holding unit and the part
close to the nipple that is not in contact with the holding
plate, is performed by controlling the direction of the ul-
trasound beam. As a result, a region that is larger than
usual can be acquired, but no means is provided for en-
abling the user to select whether to perform imaging of
those regions in the imaging process.
[0012] The present invention has been created to re-
solve the above-described problem. The present inven-
tion is developed to provide an apparatus that performs
photoacoustic imaging in which the user can select
whether to display the image of the object region where
the probe is not scanned.
[0013] The present invention provides an object infor-
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mation acquiring apparatus as specified in claims 1 to 5.
[0014] In accordance with the present invention, the
user can select whether to display the image of the object
region where the probe is not scanned in an apparatus
that performs photoacoustic imaging.
[0015] Further features of the present invention will be-
come apparent from the following description of exem-
plary embodiments with reference to the attached draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an object information
acquiring apparatus in accordance with the present
invention;
FIG. 2 is a conceptual diagram illustrating the move-
ment of a probe;
FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating the imaging se-
quence on the chest wall side in Example 1;
FIG. 4 is a conceptual diagram illustrating an input
method for an imaging region;
FIG. 5 is a conceptual diagram illustrating a method
for inputting whether to perform image reconstruc-
tion of the chest wall side;
FIG. 6 is a conceptual diagram illustrating the state
in which it is selected to perform image reconstruc-
tion of the chest wall side;
FIG. 7 is a conceptual diagram illustrating the state
in which the reconstructed region on the chest wall
side is added to the imaging region; and
FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating the imaging se-
quence on the chest wall side in Example 2.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0017] In accordance with the present invention, the
user can select whether to display an image also with
respect to a region where the probe is not scanned, such
as a chest wall side, when performing imaging by scan-
ning the probe in the imaging region designated by the
user. In this case, with respect to the region in which the
probe is not scanned (that is, the image quality is poor)
on the chest wall side, image reconstruction is performed
after the selection has been received, or image recon-
struction is performed without receiving the selection.
[0018] In the present invention, the term "acoustic
wave" is inclusive of sound wave, ultrasound wave, pho-
toacoustic wave, and light-induced ultrasound wave, and
a receiver receives the acoustic wave that has propagat-
ed in the object. In other words, the object information
acquiring apparatus of the present invention is inclusive
of apparatuses using the photoacoustic effect according
to which the acoustic wave generated inside an object
by irradiating the object with light (electromagnetic wave)
is received and property information on the interior of the
object is acquired. In the case of the apparatuses using

the photoacoustic effect, the acquired property informa-
tion on the interior of the object indicates object informa-
tion reflecting the initial sound pressure of the acoustic
wave generated under light irradiation, a light energy ab-
sorption density derived from the initial sound pressure,
absorption coefficient, or concentration of substance
constituting the tissue. The concentration of substance
is, for example, an oxygen saturation degree or oxy-de-
oxy hemoglobin concentration. Further, the property in-
formation may be also acquired as distribution informa-
tion at each position in the object, rather than numerical
data. In other words, distribution data such as absorption
coefficient distribution or oxygen saturation degree dis-
tribution may be also acquired as image data.
[0019] The object information acquiring apparatus in
accordance with the present invention may also be an
apparatus using an ultrasound echo technique by which
an ultrasound wave is transmitted toward an object, a
reflected wave that has been reflected inside the object
is received, and property information of the interior of the
object is acquired. The property information acquired in
the case of the device using the ultrasound echo tech-
nique reflects the difference in acoustic impedance be-
tween the tissues inside the object.
[0020] The preferred embodiments of the present in-
vention will be described below with reference to the ap-
pended drawings. The dimensions, materials, shapes
and mutual arrangements of constituent components de-
scribed hereinbelow can be changed, as appropriate, ac-
cording to various conditions or the configuration of the
apparatus using the present invention, and the scope of
the present invention should not be construed as being
limited to the following description.

<Embodiment 1>

[0021] In the present embodiment, a method that en-
ables the user to select whether to perform image recon-
struction with respect to a region on the chest wall side
is explained in relation to an apparatus in which photoa-
coustic imaging is performed by scanning a probe in a
main scanning direction and a secondary scanning di-
rection.
[0022] In the description below, first, the basic config-
uration and functions of each component of the appara-
tus are explained, and then a method for indicating an
imaging region, which is a specific feature of the present
invention, and a method for subsequent selection of a
display region are explained. The term "imaging" in the
description hereinbelow stands for a process of acquiring
an acoustic wave generated when an object is irradiated
with light. In some case, it may be inclusive of a process
of creating an image of the interior of the object on the
basis of the acoustic wave. In other words, the imaging
in the present invention is a general concept correspond-
ing to photoacoustic measurement or photoacoustic
wave acquisition and can also include the conversion to
an image.
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[0023] Further, in the present invention, as will be de-
scribed hereinbelow, an image of the object to be used
for reference by the user is acquired with a camera, but
this process is referred to as "acquisition of a reference
image" and is distinguished from the abovementioned
"imaging".
[0024] The region scanned by the probe and the region
that is not scanned by the probe, which are referred to
in the present description, are explained below. For ex-
ample, considered is the case in which the object is held
by plate-shaped holding units and a perpendicular line
is dropped from a certain position A inside the object on
the holding unit. When the probe can be moved to the
position at the base of the perpendicular line, the position
A is said to be within the region scanned by the probe.
When a certain member, for example, a mechanism sup-
porting the chest wall of the patient, is present at the
position at the base of the perpendicular line and the
probe cannot be moved thereto, the position A is said to
be within the region that is not scanned by the probe.
Summarizing, the region that is not scanned by the probe
is a region that does not face the position of a transducer
array during probe scanning. The image that can be gen-
erated in the region scanned by the probe is higher in
quality than that generated in the region where the probe
is not scanned.
[0025] Even when the position A is not strictly at the
perpendicular line dropped from the probe, where the
probe can be moved to a position at which the acoustic
wave from the position A can be received with a suffi-
ciently good element sensitivity, this position may be also
considered to be a region that can be scanned by the
probe.

(Basic Configuration of the Apparatus)

[0026] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating the
configuration of the object information acquiring appara-
tus in the present embodiment.
[0027] The object information acquiring apparatus of
the present embodiment is provided with a holding unit
102 that holds a biological body 101 which is an object,
an irradiating unit 103 that irradiates the objects with light,
a probe 104 that receives an acoustic wave and converts
the received wave into a received signal, and a meas-
urement unit 105 that amplifies the received signal and
converts it into a digital signal. The apparatus is also pro-
vided with a signal processing unit 106 that performs in-
tegration processing of the digitalized received signal, an
image construction unit 107 that generates image data
by using an output signal from the signal processing unit,
and an image display unit 108 that displays the image
generated in the image construction unit 107. The appa-
ratus is also provided with a camera 111 that acquires a
reference image to be used by the user for region des-
ignation, and a scanning control unit 109 for the irradiat-
ing unit 103 and the probe 104. The apparatus also in-
cludes a region input unit 110 that receives from the user

an input relating to the region for which the reconstructed
image is to be displayed and transmits the received input
to the image construction unit 107.
[0028] Each of the constituent components will be de-
scribed below in greater detail.

(Holding Unit)

[0029] For example, a breast can be considered as the
biological body 101 serving as the object. The holding
unit 102 is constituted by a pair of holding units, namely,
a first holding unit 102A and a second holding unit 102B,
that hold the biological body 101 such as a breast from
both sides. The holding unit is typically a plate-shaped
unit. The mutual arrangement of the two holding units is
controlled by a holding mechanism (not shown in the fig-
ure) in order to change the holding gap and holding pres-
sure. In the explanation below, when it is not necessary
to distinguish the holding units 102A and 102B from each
other, they will be together referred to as the holding units
102.
[0030] The biological body 101 is immobilized by plac-
ing the biological body 101 between the holding units
102, and a measurement error caused by the movement
of the biological body 101 can be reduced. Further, the
biological body 101 can be adjusted to the desired thick-
ness according to the light penetration depth. Since the
second holding unit 102B is placed on the optical path
of the light, a material having a high transmittance with
respect to the light used, such as polymethylpentene is
preferred. Further, it is preferred that the first holding unit
102A on the probe 104 side have high acoustic compat-
ibility with the probe 104.
[0031] The user opens a door (not shown in the figure)
of a housing enclosing the constituent components, ma-
nipulates the biological body 101 and thinly stretches it
or brings in close contact with the holding unit by using
an acoustically compatible material. The holding unit 102
is then fixed, the door is closed, and imaging is started.

(Irradiating Unit)

[0032] The irradiating unit 103 that irradiates the bio-
logical body 101 with light is constituted by a light source
generating light and an irradiating section that directs the
light from the light source toward the object. A solid-state
laser capable of generating pulsed light (a pulse width
equal to or less than 100 nsec) having a central wave-
length in a near-infrared region of 530 nm to 1300 nm is
preferred as the light source. For example, an Yttrium-
Aluminum-Garnet laser or a Titanium-Sapphire laser can
be used. The light wavelength is selected between 530
nm and 1300 nm according to the light-absorbing sub-
stance (for example, hemoglobin, glucose, cholesterol,
etc.) in the biological body which is the measurement
target.
[0033] Examples of the irradiating section include a
mirror reflecting the light, a lens changing the shape of
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the light beam by focusing or expansion of the light beam,
a prism that disperses, refracts, and reflects the light, an
optical fiber in which the light propagates, and a diffusion
plate. Any irradiating unit may be used, provided that the
desired region of the object can be irradiated with the
light emitted by the light source and provided with the
desired shape. The position of the emission tip (in other
words, the irradiating region) of the light from the irradi-
ating section is controlled by the scanning control unit
109.

(Probe)

[0034] The probe 104 is provided with a plurality of
elements receiving the acoustic wave and converting the
received wave into an electrical signal (received signal).
Examples of the elements of the probe 104 include con-
version elements using a piezoelectric phenomenon,
conversion elements using optical resonance, and con-
version elements using variations in electrostatic capac-
itance. Any elements may be used, provided that the
acoustic wave can be received and converted into an
electrical signal.
[0035] Since the sound pressure in the generated
acoustic wave is proportional to light intensity, in order
to increase the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) of the received
signal, it is desirable that the region on the front surface
of the probe be irradiated. Therefore, it is desirable that
the light emission tip of the irradiating unit 103 and the
probe 104 be disposed at positions opposite each other,
with the object being interposed therebetween. It is also
preferred that scanning be synchronized by the scanning
control unit 109 to maintain the mutual arrangement of
the light emission tip and the probe 104. The biological
body 101 can be also irradiated with light from the same
side as the probe 104 by also guiding the light from the
irradiating section to the probe 104 side.

(Measurement Unit)

[0036] The measurement unit 105 is constituted by a
signal amplification unit that amplifies the analog signal
(analog received signal) inputted from the probe 104 and
an A/D conversion unit that converts the analog signal
into a digital signal. In the signal amplification unit, the
control is performed to change the amplification gain ac-
cording to the period of time from light irradiation till when
the acoustic wave reaches the probe elements in order
to obtain image data having uniform contrast regardless
of the depth in the biological body.

(Signal Processing Unit)

[0037] The signal processing unit 106 performs sensi-
tivity spread correction of the elements correspondingly
to the digital received signal outputted from the meas-
urement unit 105, complementary processing of physi-
cally or electrically defective elements, recording to a re-

cording medium (not shown in the figure), integration
processing for noise reduction, and the like. In the inte-
gration processing, the reception of the acoustic wave is
performed repeatedly in the same scanning position of
the biological body 101 and the received signal is aver-
aged to reduce the system noise and increase the SNR
of the received signal.

(Image Construction Unit)

[0038] The image construction unit 107 generates as
image data a distribution representing optical property
information at each position in the biological body 101
by using the signal outputted from the signal processing
unit 106. Such processing is also called image recon-
struction processing, and the generated image is called
a reconstructed image. Various types of correction
processing performed to adjust the brightness, correct
distortions, and cut out the region of interest may be used
to obtain the image data better suitable for diagnostics.
The image construction unit corresponds to the generat-
ing unit in accordance with the present invention. The
reconstructed image corresponds to the generated im-
age in accordance with the present invention.
[0039] In the image construction unit 107, as will be
described hereinbelow, the image of the imaging region
indicated by the user in the region input unit 110 is re-
constructed and image data are sent to the image display
unit. In addition, according to the user’s selection, the
image of the chest wall portion is reconstructed. Howev-
er, since the image of the region on the chest wall side
has poor quality, information relating to the boundary of
the regions with different image quality may be added to
the image data sent to the image display unit.

(Image Display Unit)

[0040] The image display unit 108 is a display device
that displays the image property distribution by using the
image data inputted from the image construction unit 107.
The image display unit corresponds to the display unit in
accordance with the present invention.

(Scanning Control Unit)

[0041] As mentioned hereinabove, the scanning con-
trol unit 109 controls the scanning positions of the light
emission tip and the probe 104. A wide range can be
measured even with a small probe by performing two-
dimensional scanning thereof with respect to the biolog-
ical body 101 and receiving the acoustic wave at each
scanning position. The scanning range of the light emis-
sion tip and the probe 104 is determined according to the
control results of the below-described region input unit
110.
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(Region Input Unit)

[0042] The region input unit 110 is input means for des-
ignating an imaging region. The imaging region, as re-
ferred to herein, is a range in which a three-dimensional
photoacoustic signal is acquired by the probe in the object
101 held by the holding unit 102. A combination of a point-
ing device such as a mouse and a keyboard with a display
device, or a pen tablet may be used as the region input
unit 110. A reference image when the region is designat-
ed may be displayed at the image display unit 108 or at
a separate display device. As mentioned hereinabove,
the scanning control unit 109 to which the imaging region
inputted by the user has been transmitted controls the
scanning position of the light emission tip and the probe
104 so that the acoustic wave from the imaging region
could be acquired. The received signal based on the ac-
quired acoustic wave is reconstructed in the image con-
struction unit 107 to obtain image data. In terms of input-
ting the imaging region, the region input unit corresponds
to the imaging region input unit in accordance with the
present invention.
[0043] The region input unit 110 has means for receiv-
ing the user’s selection as to whether to perform image
reconstruction of the region on the chest wall side.
[0044] When the image of the region on the chest wall
side is reconstructed, as will be described below in great-
er detail, it is necessary that the light emission tip and
the probe 104 be scanned over a portion, in the end sec-
tion of the scannable region, adjacent to the chest wall
(this portion is the upper end when the patient is in the
prone position and the breast hangs down), and the
acoustic wave from the chest wall portion be acquired.
Therefore, the user may be able to select the display of
the reconstructed image on the chest wall side only when
the imaging region designated by the user in the region
input unit 110 is scanned in the end section of the scan-
nable range close to the chest wall. The user can recog-
nize that region reconstruction on the chest wall side is
also possible by the display in the region input unit 110.
In terms of designating whether to display the recon-
structed image obtained on the chest wall side, the region
input unit corresponds to the display region input unit in
accordance with the present invention. Further, the ob-
ject region on the chest wall side in this case corresponds
to the adjacent region in accordance with the present
invention.

(Camera)

[0045] The camera 111 acquires the reference image
indicating the form of the biological body 101 that has
been compressed and held. The user refers to the refer-
ence image when designating the imaging region. The
reference image is transmitted to the region input unit
110. The camera 111 is disposed at a view angle such
that the maximum range that can be designated by the
user as the imaging region can be seen.

[0046] As shown in FIG. 2, the probe 104 is scanned
in the main scanning direction shown by the reference
numeral 202 and also scanned in the secondary scan-
ning direction represented by the reference numeral 203
in order to receive the photoacoustic wave of the imaging
region 201. In the figure, the designated imaging region
201 from the breast hanging down from the patient in a
prone position is observed from the side of the first hold-
ing unit 102A. Therefore, in the figure, the upper side
corresponds to the portion close to the chest wall of the
patient. As a result, in order to pick up the image on the
chest wall side, it is necessary to scan the segment in
which the imaging region 201 is adjacent to the chest
wall portion, that is, the uppermost end (patient side) of
the scannable region of the probe.

(Flow of Imaging Region Indication Method)

[0047] The flow of processing of selecting whether to
reconstruct the image of the region on the chest wall side
(region with poor image quality) in addition to the region
with good image quality in the region input unit 110 of
the present embodiment will be explained below with ref-
erence to FIG. 3. FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating the
processing implemented when the imaging region of the
present embodiment is designated.
[0048] The processing in FIG. 3 is started when the
user sets a region for performing image reconstruction
in the region input unit 110.
[0049] In step S301, the user designates the imaging
region. The conceptual diagram shown in FIG. 4 illus-
trates how an imaging region 402 is designated by using
a reference image 401 representing the biological body
101. The user designates the position and region for pho-
toacoustic measurements by using the region input unit.
The user thus can designate the imaging region 402 on
the reference image and, therefore, can designate ex-
actly the imaging position and region.
[0050] Where the imaging region 402 is designated by
the user, the region input unit 110 automatically deter-
mines the imaging region 402 such as shown in FIG. 4
from the scanning range of the probe 104 on the holding
unit 102 and the distance between the holding units 102.
In region designation, any region may be designated by
a pointing device and the region displayed as the initial
state may be changed. In FIG. 4, a rectangular region
402 is designated by moving a cursor 403 from the upper
left corner to the lower right corner along a trajectory 404
by dragging a mouse.
[0051] In step S302, the region input unit 110 deter-
mines whether to scan the upper end of the scannable
range with the emission tip and the probe 104 when im-
aging the imaging region inputted in step S301. When
the upper end of the scannable range is scanned, it is
determined that the image on the adjacent chest wall
side can be also reconstructed. Where the reconstruction
is determined to be possible (S302 = YES), the process-
ing advances to step S303. Meanwhile, where it is de-
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termined that the reconstruction is impossible (S302 =
NO), the present flow is ended and the imaging is per-
formed as usual with respect to the designated imaging
region.
[0052] In step S303, the possibility of reconstructing
the image on the chest wall side is displayed for the user.
This display is performed, for example, in a format se-
lectable by the user, as shown in a check box 501 in the
lower right corner of FIG. 5. The configuration in which
the check box 501 is displayed at all times at the region
input unit 109 and the check box 501 is checked only
when the reconstruction on the chest wall side is possible,
or the configuration in which the check box 501 is dis-
played only when the reconstruction of the chest wall
side is possible may be used.
[0053] The system using the check box is not neces-
sarily limiting, provided that the user can verify whether
the reconstruction on the chest wall side can be per-
formed. For example, a character string indicating the
possibility of performing the reconstruction on the chest
wall side may be displayed.
[0054] In step S304, the user selects whether to per-
form the reconstruction on the chest wall side. In the
present embodiment, the check box 501 is checked (or
displayed) in step S304. Accordingly, the user moves the
cursor 403 by using a pointing device such as a mouse,
as shown in FIG. 6, and checks the check box by clicking
the mouse. A menu or the like for selecting whether to
perform the reconstruction on the chest wall side may be
also used in the region input unit 110, provided that the
selection as to whether to perform the reconstruction on
the chest wall side can be made.
[0055] Where the reconstruction on the chest wall side
is to be implemented (S304 = YES), the processing ad-
vances to step S305. Where the reconstruction is not to
be implemented (S304 = NO), the present flow is ended
and the imaging is performed as usual with respect to
the designated imaging region.
[0056] In step S305, as shown in FIG. 7, the display
region (imaging region 402 + reconstructed region 701
on the chest wall side) of the final reconstructed image
obtained by adding the reconstructed region 701 on the
chest wall side to the imaging region designated by the
user in step S301 is displayed.
[0057] In step S306, information on the display region
(imaging region 402 + reconstructed region 701 on the
chest wall side) obtained by adding the reconstructed
region 701 on the chest wall side to the imaging region
designated by the user and calculated in step S305 is
transmitted to the scanning control unit 109 and the im-
age construction unit 107.
[0058] In the scanning control unit 109, the position
and range of scanning of the emission tip and the probe
104 are controlled by using the abovementioned infor-
mation relating to the imaging region. In the image con-
struction unit 107, image data processing is performed
with respect to the abovementioned imaging region dur-
ing image reconstruction.

[0059] In the present flow, where the check box 501 is
checked in step S304, a region of a given size on the
chest wall side is enlarged, but the user may also select
(designate) the size of the reconstructed region on the
chest wall side.
[0060] With the method of the present embodiment,
the user can select whether to perform image reconstruc-
tion also with respect to the region in which the probe
cannot be scanned due to the presence of the unit sup-
porting the chest wall. As a result, the image of the object
interior can be acquired within a wide range, even though
of poor quality, and patient diagnostics can be improved.

<Embodiment 2>

[0061] Embodiment 2 of the present invention will be
explained below. In the present embodiment, where the
reconstruction of the region on the chest wall side is pos-
sible, it is performed uniformly, and whether to display
this region is changed according to the user’s selection.
The configuration of the object information acquiring ap-
paratus of the present embodiment is similar to that of
Embodiment 1, but the function of the image construction
unit 107 is different. Therefore, the explanation of the
features same as those of Embodiment 1 is omitted and
only the features different from those of Embodiment 1
are explained in detail.
[0062] In the present embodiment, the user selects
whether to display the image of the region (region with
poor image quality) on the chest wall side in addition to
the region with good image quality. The processing flow
preceding actual display is explained below with refer-
ence to FIG. 8. FIG. 8 is a flowchart realized when the
user designates the region for displaying the reconstruct-
ed image.
[0063] In step S801, the user designates the imaging
region from the region input unit 110.
[0064] In step S802, it is determined whether or not
the imaging region designated by the user is adjacent to
the chest wall segment, that is, whether or not the probe
during scanning can receive an acoustic wave from the
chest wall. Where the acoustic wave on the chest wall
side is received and the reconstruction is possible (S802
= YES), the processing advances to S803. Meanwhile,
where the region adjacent to the chest wall is not desig-
nated and the reconstruction on the chest wall side is
impossible (S802 = NO), the present flow is canceled
and the usual photoacoustic imaging is performed.
[0065] In step S803, the information on the imaging
region designated by the user in step S801 is transmitted
to the scanning control unit 109 and the image construc-
tion unit 107.
[0066] In step S804, the scanning control unit 109
scans the emission tip and the probe 104 and picks up
the image of the imaging region. In this case, the acoustic
wave from the chest wall side adjacent to the imaging
region can be also acquired. The image construction unit
107 then also performs image reconstruction with respect
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to the chest wall side in addition to the imaging region.
In this case, information on the location of a boundary
between the region with good image quality and the re-
gion with poor image quality can be also generated.
[0067] The region input unit 110 is provided with means
enabling the user to select whether to display the chest
wall side in step S805. Any means may be used as the
selection means such as a check box or a selection
menu. When the user selects the display of the chest
wall image (S805 = YES), the processing advances to
step 5806, and when non-display is selected (S805 =
NO), the processing advances to step S807.
[0068] In step S806, image data including the region
on the chest wall side that have been held in the recon-
struction unit 107 are transferred to the image display
unit 108. In this case, the information relating to the
boundary of regions with different image quality may be
transferred at the same time.
[0069] Meanwhile, in step S807, image data which do
not include the region on the chest wall side, from among
the image data held in the reconstruction unit 107, are
transferred to the image display unit 108.
[0070] In step S808, image data transferred in step
S806 or S807 are displayed by the image display unit
108. When the region including the region on the chest
wall side is displayed, the user can discriminate the re-
gion that is not on the chest wall side by coloration or the
like.
[0071] With the method of the present embodiment,
the user can select whether to display the reconstructed
image with respect to the region where the probe cannot
be scanned. As a result, the image of the object interior
can be acquired within a wide range, even though of a
poor quality, and patient diagnostics can be improved.

<Embodiment 3>

[0072] In the above-described embodiment, a portion
of a breast inserted between a pair of plate-shaped mem-
bers, this portion being close to the chest wall, is ex-
plained by way so example as a region with poor image
quality. Thus, in this region, the probe movement to the
front surface is impeded by the unit for supporting the
chest wall of the patient in a prone position. In those em-
bodiments, an image of poor quality can be obtained for
such a region by using the ultrasound wave which is in-
cident obliquely on the probe. In addition the user can
select whether to obtain the image despite its poor quality
and whether to display the obtained image.
[0073] However, the imaging using the ultrasound
wave which is incident obliquely on the probe is not lim-
ited only to the vicinity of the chest wall. In photoacoustic
measurements, the light emitted from the irradiating unit
facing the probe typically propagates and diffuses also
into an object region other than that directly on the probe
(on the normal to the holding plate), and photoacoustic
waves are thus generated. Further, the probe can also
receive such an acoustic wave incident from the oblique

direction, although the sensitivity of reception with re-
spect to this wave is lower than that with respect to the
acoustic wave incident in the direction perpendicular to
the receiving surface. Therefore, the acoustic wave inci-
dent obliquely on the probe can be also used with respect
to the region other than the vicinity of the chest wall.
[0074] For example, when a breast is held between
the holding units, a technique of thinly compressing the
breast is used to allow the light to reach the deeper zones
of the object and increase the intensity of acoustic wave.
However, such compression places a burden on the pa-
tient and therefore, a shorter period of time in which the
breast is compressed is preferred. In other words, it is
desirable to narrow the scanning range in order to shorten
as much as possible the measurement time in which the
breast is compressed. From this standpoint, where the
user (health-care professional) designates only the min-
imum necessary region for measurements, it may be de-
sirable to obtain the image with respect to the periphery
of the designated region, even though this image is of
poor quality.
[0075] As a separate example, the case can be also
considered in which a standing patient places a breast
on a holding unit for photoacoustic measurements. In
such a case, where the patient stands upright for a long
time, the burden thereon also increases. Therefore, a
shorter measurement time is preferred.
[0076] According to the present embodiment, the user
can select whether to display the reconstructed image,
even though of degraded image quality, not only with
respect to the chest wall vicinity, but also with respect to
the periphery of the region where the probe is scanned.
As a result, the volume of information on the object pro-
vided to the user can be larger than that in the conven-
tional apparatuses when the measurement time is short-
ened to reduce the burden on the patient.
[0077] Further, the probe is not necessarily scanned
by a scanning mechanism. The present invention can be
also used with the configuration that enables the user to
select whether to display the image based on the acoustic
wave from a portion other than the region measured by
the probe located opposite thereto.
[0078] While the present invention has been described
with reference to exemplary embodiments, it is to be un-
derstood that the invention is not limited to the disclosed
exemplary embodiments. The scope of the following
claims is to be accorded the broadest interpretation.
[0079] Provided is an object information acquiring ap-
paratus as defined in claim 1.

Claims

1. An object information acquiring apparatus compris-
ing:

an irradiating unit (103) configured to irradiate
an object (101) with light;
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a probe (104) configured to receive an acoustic
wave generated from the object (101) irradiated
with the light, and to be scanned restrictively to
a zone above a surface of a holding unit (102)
of the apparatus configured to hold the object
(101);
a generating unit (107) configured to generate
an image of an object interior on the basis of the
acoustic wave;
an imaging region input unit configured to re-
ceive an input of a designation of an imaging
region (402), which is a region of the object (101)
from which the acoustic wave is received by the
probe (104) being scanned; a display region in-
put unit (110) configured to receive an input of
a designation of a display region, which is a re-
gion of the object (101) including the designated
imaging region (402) for which the image gen-
erated by the generating unit (107) is displayed;
a display unit (108) configured to display the
generated image for the display region;
characterized in that the display region input
unit (110) is configured to receive a selection as
to whether to display an image of an adjacent
region, which is a region of the object (101) ad-
jacent to the imaging region (402) and faces a
region of the surface of the holding unit (102)
above which the probe scanning cannot be per-
formed;
when the selection to display the image of the
adjacent region is inputted, the generating unit
(107) is configured to cause the display unit
(108) to display a generated image of the adja-
cent region based on the acoustic wave from
the adjacent region.

2. The object information acquiring apparatus accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein
the generating unit (107) is configured to determine
a region for generating an image on the basis of the
display region for which the display region input unit
(110) has received the designation input.

3. The object information acquiring apparatus accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein
the generating unit (107) is configured to generate
images of the imaging region (402) and the adjacent
region, and transmit the generated images to the dis-
play unit (108) on the basis of the display region for
which the display region input unit (110) has received
the designation input.

4. The object information acquiring apparatus accord-
ing to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein
the display unit (108) is configured to perform display
such that the imaging region (402) and the adjacent
region can be discriminated from each other in the
display region.

5. The object information acquiring apparatus accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein
the object is a patient’s breast held by the holding
unit (102);
the probe (104) is configured to be scanned and re-
ceive the acoustic wave from the imaging region
(402) of the breast designated by a user with the
imaging region input unit (110); and
the display region input unit (110) is configured to
receive the selection as to whether to display the
generated image of the adjacent region which is a
region of the breast that is adjacent to the imaging
region (402) and faces the region of the surface of
the holding unit above which the probe scanning can-
not be performed due to a chest wall of the patient.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung zum Erfassen von Objektinformation,
mit:

einer Bestrahlungseinheit (103), die zum Be-
strahlen eines Objekts (101) mit Licht eingerich-
tet ist;
einer Sonde (104), die zum Empfangen einer
von dem mit dem Licht bestrahlten Objekt (101)
erzeugten akustischen Welle sowie zur be-
schränkten Abtastung in einer Zone oberhalb ei-
ner Oberfläche einer Halteinheit (102) der Vor-
richtung eingerichtet ist, die zum Halten des Ob-
jekts (101) eingerichtet ist;
einer Erzeugungseinheit (107), die zur Erzeu-
gung eines Bildes eines Objektinneren auf der
Grundlage der akustischen Welle eingerichtet
ist;
einer Abbildungsbereichseingabeeinheit, die
zum Empfangen einer Eingabe einer Bezeich-
nung eines Abbildungsbereiches (402) einge-
richtet ist, der ein Bereich des Objektes (101)
ist, von dem die akustische Welle durch die ab-
getastete Sonde (104) empfangen wird;
einer Anzeigebereichseingabeeinheit (110), die
zum Empfangen einer Eingabe einer Bezeich-
nung eines Anzeigebereichs eingerichtet ist, der
ein Bereich des Objektes (101) mit dem bezeich-
neten Abbildungsbereich (402) ist, für den das
durch die Erzeugungseinheit (107) erzeugte
Bild angezeigt wird;
einer Anzeigeeinheit (108), die zum Anzeigen
des erzeugten Bildes für den Anzeigebereich
eingerichtet ist;

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

die Anzeigebereichseingabeeinheit (110) zum
Empfangen einer Auswahl eingerichtet ist, ob
ein Bild eines benachbarten Bereiches ange-
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zeigt werden soll, der ein Bereich des Objekts
(101) benachbart zu dem Abbildungsbereich
(402) und einem Bereich der Oberfläche der
Halteinheit (102) zugewandt ist, über dem die
Sondenabtastung nicht durchgeführt werden
kann;
wenn die Auswahl zum Anzeigen des Bildes des
benachbarten Bereichs eingegeben wurde, die
Erzeugungseinheit (107) dazu eingerichtet ist,
die Anzeigeeinheit (108) zum Anzeigen eines
erzeugten Bildes des benachbarten Bereichs
auf der Grundlage der akustischen Welle von
dem benachbarten Bereich zu veranlassen.

2. Vorrichtung zum Erfassen von Objektinformation
nach Anspruch 1, wobei

die Erzeugungseinheit (107) zum Bestimmen ei-
nes Bereichs zum Erzeugen eines Bildes auf
der Grundlage des Anzeigebereichs eingerich-
tet ist, für den die Anzeigebereichseingabeein-
heit (110) die Bezeichnungseingabe empfan-
gen hat.

3. Vorrichtung zum Erfassen von Objektinformation
nach Anspruch 1, wobei

die Erzeugungseinheit (107) zur Erzeugung ei-
nes Bildes des Abbildungsbereiches (402) und
des benachbarten Bereichs sowie zum Übertra-
gen des erzeugten Bildes an die Anzeigeeinheit
(108) auf der Grundlage des Anzeigebereichs
eingerichtet ist, für den die Anzeigebereichsein-
gabeeinheit (110) die Bezeichnungseingabe
empfangen hat.

4. Vorrichtung zum Erfassen von Objektinformation
nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei

die Anzeigeeinheit (108) zum Durchführen einer
Anzeige derart eingerichtet ist, dass der Abbil-
dungsbereich (402) und der benachbarte Be-
reich in dem Anzeigebereich voneinander un-
terschieden werden können.

5. Vorrichtung zum Erfassen von Objektinformation
nach Anspruch 1, wobei

das Objekt die durch die Halteinheit (102) ge-
haltene Brust eines Patienten ist;
die Sonde (104) zur Abtastung und zum Emp-
fangen der akustischen Welle von dem Abbil-
dungsbereich (402) der Brust eingerichtet ist,
der durch einen Benutzer mit der Abbildungs-
bereichseingabeeinheit (110) bezeichnet wird;
und
die Abbildungsbereichseingabeeinheit (110)
zum Empfangen der Auswahl eingerichtet ist,

ob das erzeugte Bild des benachbarten Berei-
ches angezeigt werden soll, der ein Bereich der
Brust benachbart zu dem Abbildungsbereich
(402) und dem Bereich der Oberfläche der Halt-
einheit (102) zugewandt ist, über die Sondenab-
tastung wegen einer Brustwand des Patienten
nicht durchgeführt werden kann.

Revendications

1. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations d’objet
comprenant :

une unité d’irradiation (103) configurée pour ir-
radier un objet (101) avec de la lumière ;
une sonde (104) configurée pour recevoir une
onde acoustique produite depuis l’objet (101) ir-
radié avec la lumière, et devant être amenée en
balayage restrictivement jusqu’à une zone au-
dessus d’une surface d’une unité de retenue
(102) de l’appareil configurée pour tenir l’objet
(101) ;
une unité de production (107) configuré pour
produire une image d’un objet intérieur sur la
base de l’onde acoustique ;
une unité d’entrée de région d’imagerie configu-
rée pour recevoir une entrée d’une désignation
d’une région d’imagerie (402), qui est une région
de l’objet (101) à partir de laquelle l’onde acous-
tique est reçue par la sonde (104) étant amenée
en balayage ;
une unité d’entrée de région d’affichage (110)
configurée pour recevoir une entrée d’une dési-
gnation d’une région d’affichage, qui est une ré-
gion de l’objet (101) comprenant la région d’ima-
gerie désignée (402) pour laquelle l’image pro-
duite par l’unité de production (107) est
affichée ;
une unité d’affichage (108) configurée pour af-
ficher l’image produite pour la région
d’affichage ;
caractérisé en ce que l’unité d’entrée de région
d’affichage (110) est configurée pour recevoir
une sélection pour afficher ou non une image
d’une région adjacente, qui est une région de
l’objet (101) adjacente à la région d’imagerie
(402) et qui se trouve en regard d’une région de
la surface de l’unité de retenue (102) au-dessus
de laquelle le balayage par la sonde ne peut être
réalisé ;
lorsque la sélection pour afficher l’image de la
région adjacente est communiquée en entrée,
l’unité de production (107) est configurée pour
amener l’unité d’affichage (108) à afficher une
image produite de la région adjacente sur la ba-
se de l’onde acoustique provenant de la région
adjacente.
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2. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations d’objet selon la
revendication 1, dans lequel
l’unité de production (107) est configurée pour dé-
terminer une région pour produire une image sur la
base de la région d’affichage pour laquelle l’unité
d’entrée de région d’affichage (110) a reçu l’entrée
de désignation.

3. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations d’objet selon la
revendication 1, dans lequel
l’unité de production (107) est configurée pour pro-
duire des images de la région d’imagerie (402) et de
la région adjacente, et transmettre les images pro-
duites à l’unité d’affichage (108) sur la base de la
région d’affichage pour laquelle l’unité d’entrée de
région d’affichage (110) a reçu l’entrée de désigna-
tion.

4. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations d’objet selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3, dans le-
quel
l’unité d’affichage (108) est configurée pour réaliser
un affichage de manière que la région d’imagerie
(402) et la région adjacente puissent être discrimi-
nées l’une de l’autre dans la région d’affichage.

5. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations d’objet selon la
revendication 1, dans lequel
l’objet est un sein d’une patiente tenu par l’unité de
retenue (102) ;
la sonde (104) est configurée pour être amenée en
balayage et recevoir l’onde acoustique provenant de
la région d’imagerie (402) du sein désignée par un
utilisateur avec l’unité d’entrée de région d’affichage
(110) ; et
l’unité d’entrée de région d’affichage (110) est con-
figurée pour recevoir la sélection pour afficher ou
non l’image produite de la région adjacente, qui est
une région du sein qui est adjacente à la région
d’imagerie (402) et qui se trouve en regard de la
région de la surface de l’unité de retenue au-dessus
de laquelle le balayage par la sonde ne peut être
réalisé en raison de la paroi thoracique de la patiente.
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