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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a medical ap-
paratus and, more particularly, to a medical apparatus
capable of performing observation based on fluores-
cence emitted from a fluorescent drug.

Background Art

[0002] In recent years, a cancer diagnosis technique
employing a molecular target drug has started to attract
attention. Specifically, for example, a method of, after
administering a fluorescent drug (a fluorescent probe)
targeting living body protein, which specifically develops
in a cancer cell, to a living body, determining presence
or absence of cancer based on fluorescence emitted in
a target region of the living body has been studied in
recent years. Such a method is useful in early detection
of cancer in a digestive tract field.
[0003] As an application of the method, a method of,
after administering plural kinds of fluorescent drugs hav-
ing different fluorescence wavelengths to a living body,
complexly observing, based on plural fluorescences
emitted in a target region of the living body, development
states of plural kinds of living body protein corresponding
to the plural kinds of fluorescent drugs is being proposed.
Such a method is considered to be useful in, for example,
estimation of a stage of cancer, prediction of an infiltration
risk of cancer, and prediction of a metastasis risk of can-
cer.
[0004] For example, Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open Publication No. 2006-61683 discloses an en-
doscope apparatus including a laser beam source that
generates excitation light, an endoscope scope including
an irradiating section of the excitation light at a distal end
portion thereof, an intensifier incorporating CCD that de-
tects fluorescence generated in a subject by the excita-
tion light, fluorescent image generating means for gen-
erating a fluorescent image signal based on a fluorescent
signal from the intensifier incorporating CCD, distance
measuring means for generating a distance signal cor-
responding to a distance between the irradiating section
and the subject, fluorescence amount calculating means
for correcting the fluorescent signal with the distance sig-
nal and calculating a fluorescence amount not affected
by fluctuation in the distance. In the endoscope appara-
tus, the fluorescence amount calculating means includes
time-after-drug-administration correcting means for cor-
recting the fluorescent signal or the fluorescent image
signal based on an elapsed time after the fluorescent
drug is administered.
[0005] The configuration disclosed in Japanese Patent
Application Laid-Open Publication No. 2006-61683
makes it possible to correct, even before the influence
of the administered fluorescent drug spreads all over the
subject, a fluorescent image to a state after the influence

of the fluorescent drug spreads all over the subject.
[0006] In view of the fact that discoloration of fluores-
cence emitted from the fluorescent drug starts at the time
that excitation light is irradiated to the fluorescent drug,
it is preferable to start the irradiation of the excitation light
after the fluorescent drug has been sufficiently accumu-
lated at a target region. In contrast, in the case where
the irradiation of the excitation light is started before the
fluorescent drug is sufficiently accumulated at the target
region, a situation can occur in which fluorescences hav-
ing intensities substantially the same as each other are
emitted both from a normal region and an abnormal re-
gion in a period from the start of the irradiation of the
excitation light until the fluorescence drug is accumulated
at the target region, for example, and when the fluores-
cent drug has been accumulated at the target region,
discoloration of the fluorescence has already significantly
advanced.
[0007] In addition, the accumulation amount at the tar-
get region of the fluorescent drug administered to the
subject is considered to vary based not only on the
elapsed time from the administration of the fluorescent
drug to the subject until the discharge thereof from the
subject, but also on a plurality of factors, for example, a
kind of fluorescent drug to be used, an organ in which
the target region exists, and an administration method of
the fluorescent drug to the target region.
[0008] Therefore, even if a fluorescent image obtained
by starting the irradiation of the excitation light before the
fluorescent drug is sufficiently accumulated at the target
region is corrected by the post-administration-time cor-
recting means disclosed in the Japanese Patent Appli-
cation Laid-Open Publication No. 2006-61683, only a
corrected image in which it is very difficult to visually dis-
criminate a normal region from an abnormal region can
be obtained, for example. As a result, there is a problem
that diagnosis of the target region based on the difference
between the intensities of the fluorescences emitted from
the fluorescent drug is obstructed.
[0009] Meanwhile, the Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open Publication No. 2006-61683 has no specific
mention regarding the discoloration of the fluorescence
emitted from the fluorescent drug. As a result, there is a
problem that the diagnosis of the target region has to be
performed in a state where a time period during which
observation of the fluorescence emitted from the fluores-
cent drug can be continuously performed is relatively
largely reduced.
[0010] JP 2006-061399 A discloses a medical capsule
including image pick-up means for picking up an image
of a lesion part in a body cavity and treating means for
treating the lesion part.
[0011] WO 2006/077528 A2 relates to a capsule to be
used in a drug delivery system for delivering medicine in
the digestive tract of the patient.
[0012] US 2005/0148847 A1 discloses a configuration
for discharging a medicine held in a medication capsule
when it is detected that the medication capsule has
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reached a position of a diseased part specified in ad-
vance by an X-ray CT device.
[0013] The present invention has been achieved in
view of the above-described circumstances, and an ob-
ject of the present invention is to provide a medical ap-
paratus capable of improving a diagnosis ability by sup-
pressing generation of fluorescence as much as possible
in a time other than a period of time when diagnosis of a
target region is possible, in a case of observing the flu-
orescence emitted from the fluorescent drug adminis-
tered to the target region of a subject.

Disclosure of Invention

Means for Solving the Problem

[0014] A medical apparatus according to an aspect of
the present invention includes: a storing section in which
information concerning a drug movement in a living body
is stored in advance for each of types of a plurality of
fluorescent drugs; an arithmetic processing section that
acquires, based on the information stored in the storing
section, information concerning a target region of a sub-
ject to which a desired fluorescent drug is administered,
information concerning a method of administering the de-
sired fluorescent drug to the target region, and informa-
tion concerning start time of administration of the desired
fluorescent drug, diagnosis start time corresponding to
the desired fluorescent drug; an image pickup section
that picks up an image of an object in the subject; a po-
sition information acquiring section that acquires position
information of the image pickup section in the subject;
and a light source control section that performs control,
at least in a period of time from the administration start
time to the diagnosis start time, so as to stop irradiation
of excitation light for exciting the desired fluorescent drug
and to irradiate the excitation light based on the diagnosis
start time and the position information.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0015]

Fig. 1 is a diagram showing a configuration of a main
part of a capsule endoscope according to an embod-
iment of the present invention;
Fig. 2 is a diagram showing an example of positions
where excitation light illumination sections and an
image pickup section are arranged in the capsule
endoscope shown in Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is a block diagram showing a configuration of
a main part of the capsule endoscope shown in Fig.
1;
Fig. 4 is a diagram showing a configuration of a main
part of a capsule endoscope system including the
capsule endoscope shown in Fig. 1;
Fig. 5 is a block diagram showing a configuration of
a main part of the capsule endoscope system shown

in Fig. 4;
Fig. 6 is a diagram showing an example of a repro-
duction and display screen for image data;
Fig. 7 is a diagram showing an example of table data
used in selecting a drug movement of a fluorescent
drug;
Fig. 8 is a diagram showing an example of a drug
movement selected out of the table data;
Fig. 9 is a diagram showing an example of a diag-
nosis start time and a diagnosis end time acquired
when the drug movement shown in Fig. 8 is selected;
Fig. 10 is a diagram showing a configuration of a
main part of a capsule endoscope according to a
modification of the embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
Fig. 11 is a diagram showing an example of positions
where excitation light illumination sections, white
color light illumination sections, and an image pickup
section are arranged in the capsule endoscope
shown in Fig. 10;
Fig. 12 is a block diagram showing a configuration
of a main part of the capsule endoscope shown in
Fig. 10; and
Fig. 13 is a diagram showing an example of charac-
teristics of a filter for discoloration prevention appli-
cable to the capsule endoscope shown in Fig. 10.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0016] An embodiment of the present invention is ex-
plained below with reference to the drawings.
[0017] Figs. 1 to 13 relate to the embodiment of the
present invention.
[0018] Fig. 1 is a diagram showing a configuration of
a main part of a capsule endoscope according to the
embodiment of the present invention.
[0019] A capsule endoscope 1001 is configured to be
capable of moving according to peristaltic movement of
a digestive tract. The capsule endoscope 1001 includes,
as shown in Fig. 1, a housing 1002 of a capsule type,
excitation light emitting sections 1003 that are housed in
the housing 1002 and irradiate excitation light via a trans-
parent window 1002b, an image pickup section 1005 that
picks up an image of a site to be observed in a body
cavity and outputs an image pickup signal; an image gen-
erating section 1006 that applies various kinds of image
processing to the image pickup signal outputted from the
image pickup section 1005 and generates image data, a
radio transmission section 1007a capable of transmitting
a radio signal to an outside of the housing 1002, a radio
reception section 1007b capable of receiving a radio sig-
nal transmitted from the outside of the housing 1002, a
control section 1008 that performs control and the like
for the respective sections of the capsule endoscope
1001, and a battery 1009 capable of supplying driving
power for driving the respective sections of the capsule
endoscope 1001. In Fig. 1, for simplification, wires from
the battery 1009 to the respective sections of the capsule
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endoscope 1001 are not shown.
[0020] The housing 1002 of the capsule type is formed
by sealing both ends of a cylindrical housing body 1002a
with a semispherical transparent window 1002b and a
semispherical end plate 1002c.
[0021] The excitation light emitting sections 1003 in-
clude LEDs 1003a that emit lights in wavelength ranges
including a visible range or a near infrared range and
excitation light filters 1003b arranged in front of light-emit-
ting surfaces of the LEDs 1003a and formed to include
a characteristic for allowing light in a part of the visible
range or in a red range to pass.
[0022] Specifically, the excitation light filters 1003b are
formed to allow, for example, light in a wavelength band
of 600 to 650 nm among lights in respective wavelength
bands emitted from the LEDs 1003a to pass without gen-
erally attenuating the light.
[0023] Fig. 2 is a diagram showing an example of po-
sitions where the excitation light illumination sections and
the image pickup section are arranged in the capsule
endoscope shown in Fig. 1.
[0024] The excitation light emitting sections 1003 of
the capsule endoscope 1001 are not limited to four ex-
citation light emitting sections arranged around the image
pickup section 1005, for example, as shown in Fig. 2.
The excitation light emitting sections 1003 may be ar-
ranged around the image pickup section 1005 in any
number equal to or larger than one.
[0025] The image pickup section 1005 includes an ob-
jective optical system 1005a that condenses return light
made incident on an inside of the housing 1002 via the
transparent window 1002b, an excitation light cut filter
1005b formed to include a characteristic for blocking light
in a wavelength band of excitation light, and an image
pickup device 1005c such as a highly sensitive CCD ca-
pable of picking up an image of light passed through the
objective optical system 1005a and the excitation light
cut filter 1005b and outputting an image pickup signal.
[0026] Specifically, the excitation light cut filter 1005b
is formed to allow, for example, only light in 680 to 800
nm among lights made incident through the objective op-
tical system 1005a to pass without generally attenuating
the light.
[0027] The radio transmission section 1007a is config-
ured to be capable of applying signal processing such
as modulation to image data generated by the image
generating section 1006 to thereby generate a radio sig-
nal and transmitting the generated radio signal to the
outside of the housing 1002.
[0028] The radio reception section 1007b is configured
to be capable of receiving a radio signal transmitted from
the outside of the housing 1002 and outputting informa-
tion and the like obtained by applying signal processing
such as demodulation to the received radio signal to the
control section 1008.
[0029] Fig. 3 is a block diagram showing a configura-
tion of a main part of the capsule endoscope shown in
Fig. 1. In Fig. 3, for simplification, a part of a configuration

of the capsule endoscope 1001 is not shown.
[0030] The control section 1008 including a CPU and
a memory includes, as shown in Fig. 3, an arithmetic
processing section 1008a that performs arithmetic
processing, a storing section 1008b, a timing section
1008c, a determining section 1008d, and a switching con-
trol section 1008e. (The switching control section 1008e
of) The control section 1008 causes the respective sec-
tions to operate based on information and the like out-
putted from the radio reception section 1007b to thereby
apply control explained below to the respective sections
of the capsule endoscope 1001. Further, the control sec-
tion 1008 performs, in parallel to the above-mentioned
control, processing for giving, to the image data gener-
ated by the image generating section 1006, information
concerning an acquisition time of the image data, below-
mentioned position information, and the like as additional
information.
[0031] In the storing section 1008b, various data used
for, for example, arithmetic processing of the arithmetic
processing section 1008a such as below-mentioned ta-
ble data are stored.
[0032] The timing section 1008c includes an RTC (real
time clock) and a timer. The timing section 1008c is con-
figured be capable of measuring an elapsed time from
administration of a fluorescent drug to a subject.
[0033] The determining section 1008d performs deter-
mination processing explained below based on an arith-
metic processing result of the arithmetic processing sec-
tion 1008a and a measurement result of the timing sec-
tion 1008c.
[0034] The switching control section 1008e applies
control based on a determination result of the determin-
ing section 1008d to the respective sections of the cap-
sule endoscope 1001.
[0035] Fig. 4 is a diagram showing a configuration of
a main part of a capsule endoscope system including the
capsule endoscope shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is a block
diagram showing a configuration of a main part of the
capsule endoscope system shown in Fig. 4.
[0036] A capsule endoscope system 1 includes, as
shown in Fig. 4, the capsule endoscope 1001 arranged
in a body cavity of a subject 2 by being swallowed in a
state in which the capsule endoscope 1001 is taken out
from a package 50 for storage, a jacket 3 worn by the
subject 2, a terminal apparatus 4 configured to be de-
tachably attachable to the jacket 3, and a personal com-
puter (hereinafter abbreviated as PC) 5.
[0037] In the jacket 3, as shown in Fig. 4, antennas 31,
32, 33, and 34, which include, for example, three-axis
coils, capable of receiving a radio signal transmitted from
the capsule endoscope 1001 in positions different from
each other are provided. With such a configuration, a
radio signal transmitted according to movement of the
capsule endoscope 1001 can be received in four places
of the jacket 3 for each of components in respective di-
rections (e.g., an X axis direction, a Y axis direction, and
a Z axis direction of an orthogonal coordinate system) of
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three axis directions.
[0038] The number of antennas provided in the jacket
3 may be a number other than four as long as plural
antennas are provided.
[0039] Further, in the jacket 3, as shown in Fig. 5, a
selector 35 connected to each of the antennas 31 32, 33,
and 34 and an interface (hereinafter abbreviated as I/F)
36 to which a cable for communication for connecting the
jacket 3 to the terminal apparatus 4 is detachably attach-
able are provided.
[0040] The selector 35 selects one antenna having a
highest reception level (reception intensity) of a radio sig-
nal out of the antennas 31, 32, 33, and 34 and outputs a
signal received in the selected one antenna to the termi-
nal apparatus 4 via the cable for communication attached
to the I/F 36.
[0041] The terminal apparatus 4 is configured as a
portable terminal that can be carried in a state in which
the terminal is connected to the jacket 3. The terminal
apparatus 4 includes, as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, an I/F
40 to which a cable for communication for connecting the
terminal apparatus 4 to the jacket 3 is detachably attach-
able, an antenna 41 capable of outputting a radio signal
to the capsule endoscope 1001, a display section 42 ca-
pable of displaying information and the like concerning
an observation (a test), an input section 43 to which in-
formation and the like concerning an observation (a test)
can be inputted, a power supply section 45 including a
battery or the like capable of supplying driving power for
driving the respective sections of the terminal apparatus
4, a control section 46 that performs controls and the like
for the respective sections of the terminal apparatus 4,
a memory I/F 47, and an I/F 48 to which a cable for com-
munication for connecting the terminal apparatus 4 to the
PC 5 is detachably attachable.
[0042] The antenna 41 is configured to generate a ra-
dio signal corresponding to information outputted from
the control section 46 and output the generated radio
signal to the capsule endoscope 1001.
[0043] The control section 46 including a CPU and a
memory acquires information inputted in the input section
43 when an observation is carried out using the capsule
endoscope 1001. The control section 46 causes the an-
tenna 41 to output the acquired information to the capsule
endoscope 1001. Details of the information inputted in
the input section 43 when the observation is carried out
using the capsule endoscope 1001 are explained below.
[0044] The control section 46 can acquire, based on
an output signal outputted from the I/F 40 during the ob-
servation carried out using the capsule endoscope 1001,
substantially on a real time, position information indicat-
ing a present position of the capsule endoscope 1001
(e.g., in which organ or body part the capsule endoscope
1001 is located). The control section 46 causes the an-
tenna 41 to output the acquired position information to
the capsule endoscope 1001. Therefore, according to
the present embodiment, the radio reception section
1007b of the capsule endoscope 1001 can receive a radio

signal including the position information of the capsule
endoscope 1001. The radio reception section 1007b can
acquire the position information of the capsule endo-
scope 1001 by applying signal processing such as de-
modulation to the received radio signal. Further, the ac-
quired position information of the capsule endoscope
1001 is outputted to the control section 1008.
[0045] The position information acquired by the control
section 46 in the present embodiment can be used as
position information indicating a present position of any
one of the respective sections of the capsule endoscope
1001 as well. Specifically, the position information ac-
quired by the control section 46 in the present embodi-
ment can be used as, for example, position information
indicating a present position of the image pickup section
1005 of the capsule endoscope 1001 as well. Therefore,
in the present embodiment, the position information in-
dicating the present position of the capsule endoscope
1001 and the position information indicating the present
position of the image pickup section 1005 are substan-
tially synonymous.
[0046] Further, the control section 46 can cause the
display section 42 to display, based on the output signal
outputted from the I/F 40 during the observation carried
out using the capsule endoscope 1001, on substantially
a real time basis, image data acquired by the capsule
endoscope 1001.
[0047] The memory I/F 47 is connected to each of the
I/F 40 and the I/F 48. The memory I/F 47 includes a con-
figuration to which a portable storage medium 44 such
as a memory card is detachably attachable.
[0048] The PC 5 includes an I/F 51 to which a cable
for communication for connecting the PC 5 to the terminal
apparatus 4 is detachably attachable, a display section
52 capable of displaying information and the like con-
cerning an observation (a test), an input section 53 to
which information and the like concerning an observation
(a test) can be inputted, a control section 54 that performs
control and the like for the respective sections of the PC
5, a memory I/F 55 including a configuration to which the
portable storage medium 44 is detachably attachable,
and a storage device 56 including a hard disk drive and
the like.
[0049] The control section 54 including a CPU and a
memory can store (information and the like included in)
an output signal outputted from the I/F 51 during the ob-
servation carried out using the capsule endoscope 1001
in the storage device 56 substantially on a real time basis.
[0050] With the configurations of the terminal appara-
tus 4 and the PC 5 explained above, it is possible to store
(information and the like included in) the output signal
outputted from the I/F 40 during the observation carried
out using the capsule endoscope 1001 in both of the port-
able storage medium 44 and the storage device 56 on
substantially a real time basis. With the configurations of
the terminal apparatus 4 and the PC 5 explained above,
it is possible to store (the information and the like included
in) the output signal outputted from the I/F 40 during the
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observation carried out using the capsule endoscope
1001 in the portable storage medium 44 on substantially
a real time basis. Further, after the observation carried
out using the capsule endoscope 1001, the portable stor-
age medium 44 is detached from the memory I/F 47 and
attached to the memory I/F 55, whereby it is possible to
cause the control section 54 to read image data and the
like stored in the portable storage medium 44.
[0051] On the other hand, the control section 54 gen-
erates, based on input content and the like in the input
section 53, for example, a reproduction and display
screen shown in Fig. 6 as a screen for reading and re-
producing and displaying image data stored in the port-
able storage medium 44 attached to the memory I/F 55
or image data stored in the storage device 56 and causes
the display section 52 to display the reproduction and
display screen.
[0052] Fig. 6 is a diagram showing an example of the
reproduction and display screen for image data.
[0053] On the reproduction and display screen illus-
trated in Fig. 6, an image display space 501 for displaying
one of respective image data acquired by the capsule
endoscope 1001, a patient information display space 502
for displaying information concerning a patient from
whom the image data displayed in the image display
space 501 is acquired, and a diagnosis information dis-
play space 503 for displaying information concerning di-
agnosis at the time when the image data displayed in the
image display space 501 is acquired are arranged.
[0054] On the reproduction and display screen illus-
trated in Fig. 6, a check image display space 504 for
listing image data arbitrarily checked (selected) by oper-
ation of a check button CHK, a 3D position display space
505 capable of three-dimensionally displaying a position
in a body cavity at the time when the image data displayed
in the image display space 501 is acquired, a reproducing
operation space 506 for performing reproducing opera-
tion for the image data displayed in the image display
space 501, and a time bar 507 indicating an elapsed time
from an observation start time (an acquisition start time
for the image data) are arranged.
[0055] Further, on the reproduction and display screen
illustrated in Fig. 6, a help button capable of switching
help functions for respective kinds of information dis-
played in the screen to be active or inactive, a cancel
button capable of initializing the respective kinds of in-
formation displayed in the screen, and an end button for
closing the screen and ending the reproduction and dis-
play are arranged.
[0056] In the reproducing operation space 506, a frame
play button, a play button, and a high-speed play button
capable of reproducing and displaying the image data
displayed in the image display space 501 while switching
the image data in a forward direction along time series
are arranged. In the reproducing operation space 506, a
frame reverse play button, a reverse play button, and a
high-speed reverse play button capable of reproducing
and displaying the image data displayed in the image

display space 501 while switching the image data in a
reverse direction along time series are arranged. Further,
in the reproducing operation space 506, a stop button
capable of stopping the switching display of the image
data displayed in the image display space 501 is ar-
ranged.
[0057] In the time bar 507, a slider S that moves in a
time axis direction in association with each of the oper-
ation of the respective buttons of the reproducing oper-
ation space 506 and the switching of the image data dis-
played in the image display space 501 is arranged.
[0058] With the reproduction and display screen ex-
plained above, it is possible to easily grasp a correspond-
ence relation between image data acquired by the cap-
sule endoscope 1001 and a situation (an image pickup
position, an image pickup time, etc.) at the time when the
image data is acquired.
[0059] Subsequently, action of the present embodi-
ment is explained.
[0060] First, a surgeon or the like connects the terminal
apparatus 4, in which the portable storage medium 44 is
inserted, to the jacket 3 and causes the subject 2 to wear
the jacket 3. After taking out the capsule endoscope 1001
from the package 50 for storage, the surgeon or the like
turns on a power supply for the respective sections of
the capsule endoscope system 1. The surgeon or the
like administers a fluorescent drug to a site to be ob-
served of the subject 2 and leads the capsule endoscope
1001 into the subject 2.
[0061] Subsequently, the surgeon or the like operates
switches and the like of the input section 43 to thereby
(for, example, cause the display section 42 to display a
setting screen related to various kinds of setting of the
terminal apparatus 4 and) respectively set a reference
value Ns of an accumulation amount at diagnosis start
time, a reference value Ne of an accumulation amount
at diagnosis end time, a type of the fluorescent drug in
use, a body part to which a target region (a site to be
observed) administered with the fluorescent drug be-
longs, a method of administering the fluorescent drug to
the target region, and an administration start time of the
fluorescent drug to the subject 2 in an observation carried
out using the fluorescent drug.
[0062] The reference values Ns and Ne are values in-
dicating a ratio with respect to 100% set as a maximum
value Nmax equivalent to a peak value of an accumula-
tion amount of the fluorescent drug. In an initial state, the
reference values Ns and Ne are stored in the storing sec-
tion 1008b of the capsule endoscope 1001 in a state in
which the reference values Ns and Ne are set as
Ns=Ne=Nmax.
[0063] Depending on a way of combining a type of a
fluorescent drug in use, a body part to which a target
region administered with the fluorescent drug belongs,
and a method of administering the fluorescent drug to
the target region, a sufficient diagnosis ability can be
sometimes obtained even if the reference values Ns and
Ne are respectively values other than Nmax. Therefore,
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the reference values Ns and Ne may be able to be re-
spectively set to arbitrary values by the operation of the
input section 43 or may be able to be selected one by
one out of predetermined plural values (such as 80%,
60%, and the like).
[0064] When the control section 46 detects that the
above-mentioned respective kinds of information are in-
putted in the input section 43, the control section 46 caus-
es the antenna 41 to transmit a radio signal including the
inputted respective kinds of information to the capsule
endoscope 1101.
[0065] On the other hand, when the control section
1008 detects, based on information outputted from the
radio reception section 1007b, that new reference values
Ne and Ns are set, the control section 1008 updates the
reference values Ns and Ne stored in the storing section
1008b.
[0066] The arithmetic processing section 1008a of the
control section 1008 selects, based on the information
outputted from the radio reception section 1007b, one
table data coinciding with the type of the fluorescent drug
in use out of the table data stored in advance in the storing
section 1008b.
[0067] Fig. 7 is a diagram showing an example of table
data used in selecting a drug movement of a fluorescent
drug.
[0068] In the table data, for example, as shown in Fig.
7, information concerning drug movements in a living
body are stored in advance in the storing section 1008b
in a state in which the information is classified for each
of types of plural fluorescent drugs.
[0069] When the fluorescent drug in use is a fluores-
cent drug A, the arithmetic processing section 1008a of
the control section 1008 selects the table data illustrated
in Fig. 7.
[0070] Further, the arithmetic processing section
1008a of the control section 1008 selects, out of the se-
lected one table data, one drug movement corresponding
to a combination of a body part to which a target region
administered with the fluorescent drug belongs and a
method of administering the fluorescent drug to the target
region.
[0071] Specifically, for example, in the table data
shown in Fig. 7, when the target region administered with
the fluorescent drug belongs to a stomach and the fluo-
rescent drug is administered by intravenous injection, the
arithmetic processing section 1008a of the control sec-
tion 1008 selects a drug movement A02.
[0072] According to the present embodiment, for ex-
ample, the reference values Ns and Ne are set in advance
for each of the drug movements in the respective table
data stored in the storing section 1008b, whereby the
reference values Ns and Ne may be uniquely decided
according to selection of one drug movement.
[0073] The arithmetic processing section 1008a of the
control section 1008 causes, based on the reference val-
ues Ns and Ne stored in the storing section 1008b and
an administration start time of the fluorescent drug to the

subject 2, a point when the elapsed time T from the ad-
ministration of the fluorescent drug to the subject 2 is 0
and the accumulation amount N of the fluorescent drug
is 0 to coincide with the administration start time in the
one drug movement selected by the above-mentioned
processing, acquires a diagnosis start time Ts equivalent
to the first elapsed time T when the accumulation amount
N is equal to Ns, and acquires a diagnosis end time Tc
equivalent to the clapsed time T when the accumulation
amount N is equal to Ne last after the diagnosis start time
Ts.
[0074] Fig. 8 is a diagram showing an example of a
drug movement selected out of the table data. Fig. 9 is
a diagram showing an example of a diagnosis start time
and a diagnosis end time acquired when the drug move-
ment shown in Fig. 8 is selected.
[0075] A drug movement of a fluorescent drug in a liv-
ing body has, for example, a correlation shown in Fig. 8
between the elapsed time T from administration of the
fluorescent drug into a body of the subject until the fluo-
rescent drug is discharged and the accumulation amount
N in a target region in the body of the subject administered
with the fluorescent drug. Therefore, for example, when
the drug movement shown in Fig. 8 is selected as a drug
movement of the fluorescent drug and both the reference
values Ns and Ne are set as Nmax, the diagnosis start
time Ts and the diagnosis end time Te shown in Fig. 9
are acquired.
[0076] On the other hand, the determining section
1008d of the control section 1008 performs, based on
the diagnosis start time Ts and the diagnosis end time
Te acquired by the arithmetic processing section 1008a
and a measurement result of the timing section 1008c,
determination concerning whether a current time is
equivalent to time within a diagnosis available time, which
is a period of time from the diagnosis start time Ts to the
diagnosis end time Te. In other words, the determining
section 1008d of the control section 1008 performs,
based on the diagnosis start time Ts and the diagnosis
end time Te acquired by the arithmetic processing sec-
tion 1008a and the measuring result of the timing section
1008c, determination concerning whether the current
time reaches the diagnosis start time Ts and determina-
tion concerning whether the current time reaches the di-
agnosis end time Te.
[0077] When a determination result that the current
time is not within the diagnosis available time is obtained
by the determining section 1008d, the switching control
section 1008e of the control section 1008 performs con-
trol to cause the respective LEDs 1003a of the excitation
light emitting sections 1003 to extinguish light, stop driv-
ing of the image pickup device 1005c of the image pickup
section 1005, cause the image generating section 1006
to generate blank image data such as a single color im-
age, and cause the radio transmission section 1007a to
transmit the generated blank image data.
[0078] In other words, when it is determined that the
current time is not within the diagnosis available time,
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the control section 46 acquires, based on an output signal
from the I/F 40 including the blank image data, position
information indicating a present position of the capsule
endoscope 1001. Further, the acquired position informa-
tion is transmitted to the capsule endoscope 1001.
[0079] When a determination result that the current
time is within the diagnosis available time is obtained,
the determining section 1008d of the control section 1008
further performs, based on position information outputted
from the radio reception section 1007b, determination
concerning whether the capsule endoscope 1001 reach-
es a periphery of a site to be observed.
[0080] When a determination result that the capsule
endoscope 1001 does not reach the periphery of the site
to be observed is obtained by the determining section
1008d, the switching control section 1008e of the control
section 1008 performs control to cause the respective
LEDs 1003a of the excitation light emitting sections 1003
to extinguish light, stop driving of the image pickup device
1005c of the image pickup section 1005, cause the image
generating section 1006 to generate blank image data
such as a single color image, and cause the radio trans-
mission section 1007a to transmit the generated blank
image data.
[0081] In other words, when it is determined that the
current time is within the diagnosis available time and
the capsule endoscope 1001 does not reach the periph-
ery of the site to be observed, the control section 46 ac-
quires, based on an output signal from the I/F 40 including
the blank image data, position information indicating a
present position of the capsule endoscope 1001. Further,
the acquired position information is transmitted to the
capsule endoscope 1001.
[0082] When a determination result that the capsule
endoscope 1001 reaches the periphery of the site to be
observed is obtained by the determining section 1008d,
the switching control section 1008e of the control section
1008 performs control to cause the respective LEDs
1003a of the excitation light emitting sections 1003 to
emit light, drive the image pickup device 1005c of the
image pickup section 1005, cause the image generating
section 1006 to generate image data corresponding to
an image pickup signal outputted from the image pickup
section 1005, and cause the radio transmission section
1007a to transmit the generated image data.
[0083] In other words, when it is determined that the
current time is within the diagnosis available time and
the capsule endoscope 1001 reaches the periphery of
the site to be observed, the control section 46 acquires,
based on an output signal from the I/F 40 including image
data obtained by picking up an image of fluorescence
emitted from the fluorescent drug, position information
indicating a present position of the capsule endoscope
1001. Further, the acquired position information is trans-
mitted to the capsule endoscope 1001.
[0084] In the present embodiment, a capsule endo-
scope 1101 shown in Fig. 10 may be used instead of
using the capsule endoscope 1001 illustrated in Fig. 1.

[0085] Fig. 10 is a diagram showing a configuration of
a main part of a capsule endoscope according to a mod-
ification of the embodiment of the present invention.
[0086] The capsule endoscope 1101 includes, as
shown in Fig. 10, the housing 1002, the excitation light
emitting sections 1003, white color light emitting sections
1103 that are housed in the housing 1002 and irradiate
white color light via the transparent window 1002b, an
image pickup section 1105, the image generating section
1006, the radio transmission section 1007a, the radio
reception section 1007b, the control section 1008, and
the battery 1009. In Fig. 10, for simplification, wires from
the battery 1009 to the respective sections of the capsule
endoscope 1101 are not shown.
[0087] The white color light emitting sections 1103 in-
clude LEDs 1103a that emit light in a wavelength band
same as the wavelength band of the LEDs 1003a and
white color light filters 1103b arranged in front of light-
emitting surfaces of the LEDs 1103a and formed to in-
clude a characteristic for allowing light in the visible range
to pass.
[0088] Specifically, the white color light filters 1103b
are formed to allow, for example, light in a wavelength
band of 400 to 650 nm among lights in respective wave-
length bands emitted from the LEDs 1103a to pass with-
out generally attenuating the light.
[0089] Fig. 11 is a diagram showing an example of po-
sitions where the excitation light illumination sections,
the white color light illumination sections, and the image
pickup section are arranged in the capsule endoscope
shown in Fig. 10.
[0090] The excitation light emitting sections 1003 and
the white color light emitting sections 1103 of the capsule
endoscope 1101 are not limited to two excitation light
emitting sections 1003 and two white color light emitting
sections 1103 arranged around the image pickup section
1105, for example, as shown in Fig. 11. The excitation
light emitting sections 1003 and the white color light emit-
ting sections 1103 may be each arranged around the
image pickup section 1105 in any number equal to or
larger than one.
[0091] The image pickup section 1105 includes the ob-
jective optical system 1005a, the image pickup device
1005c, and a filter switching section 1105b arranged on
an optical path between the objective optical system
1005a and the image pickup device 1005c.
[0092] Fig. 12 is a block diagram showing a configu-
ration of a main part of the capsule endoscope shown in
Fig. 10. In Fig. 12, for simplification, a part of a configu-
ration of the capsule endoscope 1101 is not shown.
[0093] The filter switching section 1105b includes, for
example, as shown in Fig. 12, a configuration capable of
switching, according to control by the control section
1008, a state in which the excitation light cut filter 1005b
is interposed on an optical path extending from the ob-
jective optical system 1005a to the image pickup device
1005c and a state in which the excitation light cut filter
1005b is retracted from the optical path extending from
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the objective optical system 1005a to the image pickup
device 1005c.
[0094] In other words, the image pickup section 1105
is configured to be capable of focusing light passed
through the objective optical system 1005a and the ex-
citation light cut filter 1005b on the image pickup device
1005c in the state in which the excitation light cut filter
1005b of the filter switching section 1105b is interposed
on the optical path extending from the objective optical
system 1005a to the image pickup device 1005c. Further,
the image pickup section 1105 is configured to be capa-
ble of focusing light passed through the objective optical
system 1005a on the image pickup device 1005c in the
state in which the excitation light cut filter 1005b of the
filter switching section 1105b is retracted from the optical
path extending from the objective optical system 1005a
to the image pickup device 1005c.
[0095] The filter switching section 1105b of the image
pickup section 1105 may be any filter switching section
as long as the filter switching section includes the con-
figuration capable of switching the two states.
[0096] Subsequently, action of the modification of the
present embodiment is explained while the contents al-
ready explained are omitted as appropriate.
[0097] First, the surgeon or the like connects the ter-
minal apparatus 4, in which the portable storage medium
44 is inserted, to the jacket 3 and causes the subject 2
to wear the jacket 3. After taking out the capsule endo-
scope 1101 from the package 50 for storage, the surgeon
or the like turns on the power supply for the respective
sections of the capsule endoscope system 1. The sur-
geon or the like administers a fluorescent drug to a site
to be observed of the subject 2 and leads the capsule
endoscope 1101 into the subject 2.
[0098] Subsequently, the surgeon or the like operates
the switches and the like of the input section 43 to thereby
(for, example, cause the display section 42 to display the
setting screen related to various kinds of setting of the
terminal apparatus 4 and) respectively set the reference
value Ns of an accumulation amount at diagnosis start
time, the reference value Ne of an accumulation amount
at diagnosis end time, a type of the fluorescent drug in
use, a body part to which a target region (a site to be
observed) administered with the fluorescent drug be-
longs, a method of administering the fluorescent drug to
the target region, and an administration start time of the
fluorescent drug to the subject 2 in an observation carried
out using the fluorescent drug.
[0099] When the control section 46 detects that the
above-mentioned respective kinds of information are in-
putted in the input section 43, the control section 46 caus-
es the antenna 41 to transmit a radio signal including the
inputted respective kinds of information to the capsule
endoscope 1101.
[0100] On the other hand, when the control section
1008 detects, based on information outputted from the
radio reception section 1007b, that new reference values
Ne and Ns are set, the control section 1008 updates the

reference values Ns and Ne stored in the storing section
1008b.
[0101] The arithmetic processing section 1008a of the
control section 1008 selects, based on the information
outputted from the radio reception section 1007b, one
table data coinciding with the type of the fluorescent drug
in use out of the table data of the plural fluorescent drugs
stored in advance in the storing section 1008b. Thereaf-
ter, the arithmetic processing section 1008a of the control
section 1008 further selects, out of the selected one data
table, one drug movement corresponding to a combina-
tion of the body part to which the target region (the site
to be observed) administered with the fluorescent drug
belongs and the method of administering the fluorescent
drug to the garget region.
[0102] The arithmetic processing section 1008a of the
control section 1008 causes, based on the reference val-
ues Ns and Ne stored in the storing section 1008b and
an administration start time of the fluorescent drug to the
subject, a point when the elapsed time T from the admin-
istration of the fluorescent drug to the subject is 0 and
the accumulation amount N of the fluorescent drug is 0
to coincide with the administration start time in the one
drug movement selected by the above-mentioned
processing, acquires the diagnosis start time Ts equiva-
lent to the first elapsed time T when the accumulation
amount N is equal to Ns, and acquires the diagnosis end
time Te equivalent to the elapsed time T when the accu-
mulation amount N is equal to Ne last after the diagnosis
start time Ts.
[0103] The determining section 1008d of the control
section 1008 performs, based on the diagnosis start time
Ts and the diagnosis end time Te acquired by the arith-
metic processing section 1008a and a measurement re-
sult of the timing section 1008c, determination concern-
ing whether a current time is equivalent to time within a
diagnosis available time, which is a period of time from
the diagnosis start time Ts to the diagnosis end time Te.
[0104] When a determination result that the current
time is not within the diagnosis available time is obtained
by the determining section 1008d, the switching control
section 1008e of the control section 1008 performs con-
trol to cause the respective LEDs 1003a of the excitation
light emitting sections 1003 to extinguish light, cause the
respective LEDs 1103a of the white color light emitting
section 1103 to emit light, retract the excitation light cut
filter 1005b from the optical path extending from the ob-
jective optical system 1005a to the image pickup device
1005c, drive the image pickup device 1005c of the image
pickup section 1105, cause the image generating section
1006 to generate image data corresponding to an image
pickup signal outputted from the image pickup section
1105, and cause the radio transmission section 1007a
to transmit the generated image data.
[0105] In other words, when it is determined that the
current time is not within the diagnosis available time,
the control section 46 acquires, based on an output signal
from the I/F 40 including image data obtained by picking
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up an object illuminated by white color light, position in-
formation indicating a present position of the capsule en-
doscope 1101. Further, the acquired position information
is transmitted to the capsule endoscope 1101.
[0106] The position information acquired by the control
section 46 in this modification can be used as position
information indicating a present position of any one of
the respective sections of the capsule endoscope 1101
as well. Specifically, the position information acquired by
the control section 46 in this modification can be used
as, for example, position information indicating a present
position of the image pickup section 1105 of the capsule
endoscope 1101 as well. Therefore, in this modification,
the position information indicating the present position of
the capsule endoscope 1101 and the position information
indicating the present position of the image pickup sec-
tion 1105 are substantially synonymous.
[0107] When a determination result that the current
time is within the diagnosis available time is obtained,
the determining section 1008d of the control section 1008
further performs, based on position information outputted
from the radio reception section 1007b, determination
concerning whether the capsule endoscope 1101 reach-
es a periphery of a site to be observed.
[0108] When a determination result that the capsule
endoscope 1101 does not reach the periphery of the site
to be observed is obtained by the determining section
1008d, the switching control section 1008e of the control
section 1008 performs control to cause the respective
LEDs 1003a of the excitation light emitting sections 1003
to extinguish light, cause the respective LEDs 1103a of
the white color light emitting sections 1103 to emit light,
retract the excitation light cut filter 1005b from the optical
path extending from the objective optical system 1005a
to the image pickup device 1005c, drive the image pickup
device 1005c of the image pickup section 1105, cause
the image generating section 1006 to generate image
data corresponding to an image pickup signal outputted
from the image pickup section 1105, and cause the radio
transmission section 1007a to transmit the generated im-
age data.
[0109] In other words, when it is determined that the
current time is within the diagnosis available time and
the capsule endoscope 1101 does not reach the periph-
ery of the site to be observed, the control section 46 ac-
quires, based on an output signal from the I/F 40 including
image data obtained by picking up an image of the object
illuminated by white color light, position information indi-
cating a present position of the capsule endoscope 1101.
Further, the acquired position information is transmitted
to the capsule endoscope 1101.
[0110] When a determination result that the capsule
endoscope 1101 reaches the periphery of the site to be
observed is obtained by the determining section 1008d,
the switching control section 1008e of the control section
1008 performs control to cause the respective LEDs
1003a of the excitation light emitting sections 1003 to
emit light, cause the respective LEDs 1103 a of the white

color light emitting sections 1103 to extinguish light, in-
terpose the excitation light cut filter 1005b on the optical
path extending from the objective optical system 1005a
to the image pickup device 1005c, drive the image pickup
device 1005c of the image pickup section 1105, cause
the image generating section 1006 to generate image
data corresponding to an image pickup signal outputted
from the image pickup section 1105, and cause the radio
transmission section 1007a to transmit the generated im-
age data.
[0111] The control section 1008 may be, for example,
a control section that performs, in parallel to the control
by the switching control section 1008e, processing for
acquiring an elapsed time after the respective LEDs
1003a of the excitation light emitting sections 1003 start
light emission (an elapsed time after irradiation of exci-
tation light is started) and giving information concerning
the elapsed time as additional information of image data
generated in the image generating section 1006. The
control section 54 of the PC 5 may, for example, color
the time bar 507 in the reproduction and display screen
shown in Fig. 6 based on presence or absence of such
additional information to thereby make it possible to vis-
ually distinguish a period in which an image of fluores-
cence emitted from the fluorescent drug is picked up to
obtain image data and a period in which an image of the
object illuminated by white color light is picked up to ob-
tain image data.
[0112] In other words, when it is determined that the
current time is within the diagnosis available time and
the capsule endoscope 1101 reaches the periphery of
the site to be observed, the control section 46 acquires,
based on an output signal from the I/F 40 including image
data obtained by picking up an image of fluorescence
emitted from the fluorescent drug, position information
indicating a present position of the capsule endoscope
1101. Further, the acquired position information is trans-
mitted to the capsule endoscope 1101.
[0113] When any one of a determination result that the
current time is not within the diagnosis available time, a
determination result that the capsule endoscope 1101
does not reach the periphery of the site to be observed,
and a determination result that the capsule endoscope
1101 passes the periphery of the site to be observed is
obtained by the determining section 1008d, the switching
control section 1008e in the present embodiment may
perform control to cause the respective LEDs 1003a of
the excitation light emitting sections 1003 to extinguish
light, cause the respective LEDs 1103a of the white color
light emitting section 1103 to emit light, retract the exci-
tation light cut filter 1005b from the optical path extending
from the objective optical system 1005a to the image
pickup device 1005c, drive the image pickup device
1005c of the image pickup section 1105, cause the image
generating section 1006 to generate image data corre-
sponding to an image pickup signal outputted from the
image pickup section 1105, and cause the radio trans-
mission section 1007a to transmit the generated image

17 18 



EP 2 599 429 B1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

data.
[0114] In the capsule endoscope 1101, for example, a
filter for discoloration prevention including a characteris-
tic shown in Fig. 13 may be provided instead of the white
color light filter 1103b.
[0115] Specifically, the filter for discoloration preven-
tion including the characteristic illustrated in Fig. 13 al-
lows lights (B light and G light) in a wavelength band
equal to or larger than 400 nm and smaller than 600 nm
among lights in respective wavelength bands emitted
from the LEDs 1103a to pass without generally attenu-
ating the lights and allows light (R light) in a wavelength
band equal to or larger than 600 nm and equal to or small-
er than 650 nm to pass while attenuating the light to about
half intensity. Therefore, when the filter for discoloration
prevention including the characteristic illustrated in Fig.
13 is used instead of the white color light filter 1103b,
adjustment of a color balance for correcting the attenu-
ation of the intensity of the R light may be performed by
the image generating section 1006.
[0116] In the capsule endoscope 1101, for example,
when the image pickup device 1005c including a charge
amplifying device is used, the control section 1008 (the
switching control section 1008e) may perform control for
changing a driving current for the LEDs 1103a to reduce
a light amount in respective wavelength bands of white
color light emitted from the white color light emitting sec-
tion 1103 to a predetermined light amount and control
for setting an amplification ratio of the charge amplifying
device capable of supplementing such a reduction of the
light amount.
[0117] As explained above, according to the present
embodiment (and the modification of the present embod-
iment), when fluorescence emitted from the fluorescent
drug administered to the site to be observed of the subject
is observed, it is possible to suppress as much as pos-
sible generation of fluorescence in a period of time other
than a period of time in which diagnosis of the site to be
observed is possible. Therefore, as a result, it is possible
to realize improvement of a diagnosis ability in performing
the diagnosis of the site to be observed.
[0118] In the capsule endoscope system 1 according
to the present embodiment, the position information in-
dicating the present position of the capsule endoscope
is not limited to position information obtained from an
external apparatus such as the terminal apparatus 4. The
capsule endoscope system 1 may be configured such
that the capsule endoscope can acquire the position in-
formation by itself.
[0119] Specifically, for example, the capsule endo-
scope system 1 may have a configuration in which a pres-
sure sensor capable of detecting pressure applied to the
housing 1002 is provided in the capsule endoscope 1001
(the capsule endoscope 1101) and the control section
1008 can obtain position information corresponding to
relationship between an output value of the pressure sen-
sor and respective body parts in a body cavity. Alterna-
tively, for example, the capsule endoscope system 1 may

have a configuration in which a pH sensor capable of
detecting pH of a mucous membrane, which is in contact
with the housing 1002, is provided in the capsule endo-
scope 1001 (the capsule endoscope 1101) and the con-
trol section 1008 can obtain position information corre-
sponding to relationship between an output value of the
pH sensor and respective body parts in a body cavity.
[0120] The capsule endoscope system 1 according to
the present embodiment may be configured be capable
of guiding the capsule endoscope according to operation
of the surgeon or the like by, for example, providing a
magnet (not shown) on an inside (of the housing 1002)
of the capsule endoscope and providing, on an outside
(of the housing 1002) of the capsule endoscope, a mag-
netic induction device (e.g., a magnetic induction device
disclosed in Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open
Publication No. 2007-175188) capable of generating a
desired magnetic field caused to act on a magnetic field
generated from the magnet.
[0121] With the configuration in which the magnetic in-
duction device is combined with the capsule endoscope
system 1, for example, when the capsule endoscope
1001 (the capsule endoscope 1101) does not reach the
periphery of the site to be observed regardless of the fact
that the current time is within the diagnosis available time,
the surgeon or the like can move the capsule endoscope
1001 (the capsule endoscope 1101) to the site to be ob-
served by causing the magnetic induction device to gen-
erate a desired magnetic field while looking at an image
displayed on the display section 42 substantially on a
real time basis.
[0122] With the configuration in which the magnetic in-
duction device is combined with the capsule endoscope
system 1, for example, the surgeon or the like can direct
an irradiating direction of excitation light, which is emitted
from the capsule endoscope 1001 (the capsule endo-
scope 1101) that reaches the site to be observed, to a
direction suitable for an observation by causing the mag-
netic induction device to generate a desired magnetic
field while looking at an image displayed on the display
section 42 substantially on a real time basis.
[0123] Further, the capsule endoscope system 1 ac-
cording to the present embodiment may be configured
to allow the capsule endoscope to move without making
use of a peristaltic movement of a digestive tract by com-
bining a self-propulsion function disclosed in Japanese
Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No. 04-176443
with the capsule endoscope system 1.
[0124] With the configuration in which the self-propul-
sion function is combined with the capsule endoscope
system 1, for example, when the capsule endoscope
1001 (the capsule endoscope 1101) does not reach the
periphery of the site to be observed regardless of the fact
that the current time is within the diagnosis available time,
the control section 1008 can move the capsule endo-
scope 1001 (the capsule endoscope 1101) to the site to
be observed by causing the self-propulsion function to
operate.
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[0125] With the configuration in which the self-propul-
sion function is combined with the capsule endoscope
system 1, for example, when the capsule endoscope
1001 (the capsule endoscope 1101) passes the periph-
ery of the site to be observed regardless of the fact that
the current time is within the diagnosis available time,
the control section 1008 can move the capsule endo-
scope 1001 (the capsule endoscope 1101) to return to
the site to be observed by causing the self-propulsion
function to operate.
[0126] The present invention is not limited to the em-
bodiment explained above. It goes without saying that
various modifications and applications are possible.

Claims

1. A medical apparatus (1) comprising:

a storing section (1008b) in which information
concerning a drug movement in a living body is
stored in advance for each of types of a plurality
of fluorescent drugs;
an image pickup section (1005, 1105) that picks
up an image of an object in the subject (2); and
a position information acquiring section (46) that
acquires position information of the image pick-
up section (1005, 1105) in the subject (2);
characterized by further comprising:

an arithmetic processing section (1008a)
that acquires, based on the information
stored in the storing section (1008b), infor-
mation concerning a target region of a sub-
ject (2) to which a desired fluorescent drug
is administered, information concerning a
method of administering the desired fluo-
rescent drug to the target region, informa-
tion concerning start time of administration
of the desired fluorescent drug, and infor-
mation concerning diagnosis start time (Ts)
corresponding to the desired fluorescent
drug; and
a light source control section (1008e) that
controls, at least from the administration
start time to the diagnosis start time (Ts),
irradiation of excitation light for exciting the
desired fluorescent drug to a stopped state
and controls so as to irradiate the excitation
light based on the diagnosis start time (Ts)
and the position information.

2. The medical apparatus (1) according to claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a determining section (1008d) that
performs, based on a processing result of the arith-
metic processing section (1008a), determination
concerning whether a current time reaches the di-
agnosis start time (Ts) and performs, based on the

position information acquired by the position infor-
mation acquiring section (46), determination con-
cerning whether the image pickup section (1005,
1105) reaches a periphery of the target region,
wherein
when it is determined based on a determination re-
sult of the determining section (1008d) that the cur-
rent time is at or after the diagnosis start time (Ts)
and the image pickup section (1005, 1105) reaches
the periphery of the target region, the light source
control section (1008e) performs control to start the
irradiation of the excitation light.

3. The medical apparatus (1) according to claim 2, fur-
ther comprising:

an image generating section (1006) that gener-
ates image data of the object which is picked up
by the image pickup section (1005, 1105); and
an additional information giving section (1008)
that gives, as additional information of the image
data generated by the image generating section
(1006), an elapsed time after the irradiation of
the excitation light is started.

4. The medical apparatus (1) according to claim 2,
wherein, when it is determined based on the deter-
mination result of the determining section (1008d)
that the image pickup section (1105) passes the pe-
riphery of the target region, the light source control
section (1008e) performs control to cause an illumi-
nation light emitting section (1003, 1103), which can
switch and emit the excitation light and the white
color light, to irradiate the white color light.

5. The medical apparatus (1) according to claim 1,
wherein, when the image pickup section (1005,
1105) does not reach a periphery of the target region,
the medical apparatus (1) can guide the image pick-
up section (1005, 1105) to the target region based
on operation from an outside of the medical appara-
tus (1).

6. The medical apparatus (1) according to claim 1,
wherein, when the image pickup section (1005,
1105) does not reach a periphery of a site to be ob-
served or when the image pickup section (1005,
1105) passes the periphery of the target region, the
medical apparatus (1) can move the image pickup
section (1005, 1105) to the target region by causing
a self-propulsion function of the medical apparatus
(1) to operate.

Patentansprüche

1. Medizinisches Gerät (1), das umfasst:
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einen Speicherabschnitt (1008b), in dem Infor-
mation bezüglich einer Medikamentenbewe-
gung in einem lebenden Körper im Voraus für
jeden Typ einer Mehrzahl von fluoreszierenden
Medikamenten gespeichert ist;
einen Bildaufnahmeabschnitt (1005, 1105), der
ein Bild eines Objekts in dem Subjekt (2) auf-
nimmt; und
einen Positionsinformationserfassungsab-
schnitt (46), der eine Positionsinformation des
Bildaufnahmeabschnitts (1005, 1105) in dem
Subjekt (2) erfasst;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass es ferner um-
fasst:

einen arithmetischen Verarbeitungsab-
schnitt (1008a), der basierend auf der in
dem Speicherabschnitt (1008b) gespei-
cherten Information, eine Information be-
züglich eines Zielbereichs eines Subjekts
(2), dem ein gewünschtes fluoreszierendes
Medikament verabreicht wird, eine Informa-
tion bezüglich eines Verfahrens zum Ver-
abreichen des gewünschten fluoreszieren-
den Medikaments an den Zielbereich, eine
Information bezüglich einer Startzeit der
Verabreichung des gewünschten fluores-
zierenden Medikaments und eine Informa-
tion bezüglich einer Diagnosestartzeit (Ts),
die dem gewünschten fluoreszierenden
Medikament entspricht, erfasst; und
einen Lichtquellensteuerungsabschnitt
(1008e), der zumindest von der Verabrei-
chungsstartzeit bis zu der Diagnosestart-
zeit (Ts) eine Abstrahlung von Anregungs-
licht zum Anregen des gewünschten fluo-
reszierenden Medikaments in einen Stopp-
status steuert und der die Abstrahlung des
Anregungslichts basierend auf der Diagno-
sestartzeit (Ts) und der Positionsinformati-
on steuert.

2. Medizinisches Gerät (1) gemäß Anspruch 1, das fer-
ner einen Bestimmungsabschnitt (1008d) umfasst,
der basierend auf einem Verarbeitungsergebnis des
arithmetischen Verarbeitungsabschnitts (1008a) ei-
ne Bestimmung durchführt, ob eine aktuelle Zeit die
Diagnosestartzeit (Ts) erreicht, und der basierend
auf der durch den Positionsinformationserfassungs-
abschnitt (46) erfassten Positionsinformation eine
Bestimmung durchführt, ob der Bildaufnahmeab-
schnitt (1005, 1105) eine Peripherie des Zielbe-
reichs erreicht, wobei,
wenn basierend auf einem Bestimmungsergebnis
des Bestimmungsabschnitts (1008d) bestimmt wird,
dass die aktuelle Zeit bei oder nach der Diagnose-
startzeit (Ts) ist und der Bildaufnahmeabschnitt
(1005, 1105) die Peripherie des Zielbereichs er-

reicht, der Lichtquellensteuerungsabschnitt (1008e)
eine Steuerung durchführt, um die Abstrahlung des
Anregungslichts zu starten.

3. Medizinisches Gerät (1) gemäß Anspruch 2, das fer-
ner umfasst:

einen Bilderzeugungsabschnitt (1006), der Bild-
daten des Objekts erzeugt, das durch den Bild-
aufnahmeabschnitt (1005, 1105) aufgenommen
wird; und
einen Zusatzinformationsgebeabschnitt (1008),
der eine verstrichene Zeit, nach dem Start der
Abstrahlung des Anregungslichts als eine Zu-
satzinformation der durch den Bilderzeugungs-
abschnitt (1006) erzeugten Bilddaten gibt.

4. Medizinisches Gerät (1) gemäß Anspruch 2, wobei,
wenn basierend auf dem Bestimmungsergebnis des
Bestimmungsabschnitts (1008d) bestimmt wird,
dass der Bildaufnahmeabschnitt (1105) die Periphe-
rie des Zielbereichs passiert, der Lichtquellensteu-
erungsabschnitt (1008e) eine Steuerung durchführt,
um einen Beleuchtungslichtemissionsabschnitt
(1003, 1103), der umschalten und das Anregungs-
licht und weißes Licht emittieren kann, zum Abstrah-
len des weißen Lichts zu veranlassen.

5. Medizinisches Gerät (1) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei,
wenn der Bildaufnahmeabschnitt (1005, 1105) eine
Peripherie des Zielbereichs nicht erreicht, das me-
dizinischen Gerät (1) den Bildaufnahmeabschnitt
(1005, 1105) basierend auf einer Betätigung von au-
ßerhalb des medizinischen Geräts (1) zu dem Ziel-
bereich führen kann.

6. Medizinisches Gerät (1) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei,
wenn der Bildaufnahmeabschnitt (1005, 1105) eine
Peripherie einer zu beobachtenden Stelle nicht er-
reicht oder wenn der Bildaufnahmeabschnitt (1005,
1105) die Peripherie des Zielbereichs passiert, das
medizinischen Gerät (1) den Bildaufnahmeabschnitt
(1005, 1105) zu dem Zielbereich bewegen kann, in-
dem ein Betrieb einer Selbstantriebsfunktion des
medizinischen Geräts (1) veranlasst wird.

Revendications

1. Appareil médical (1) comprenant :

une section (1008b) de mémoire dans laquelle
des informations concernant le déplacement
d’un médicament dans un corps vivant sont mé-
morisées à l’avance pour chacun des types
d’une pluralité de médicaments fluorescents ;
une section (1005, 1105) de capture d’image qui
capture une image d’un objet dans le sujet (2) ;
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et
une section (46) d’acquisition d’informations de
position qui acquiert des informations de posi-
tion de la section (1005, 1105) de capture d’ima-
ge dans le sujet (2) ;
caractérisé en ce qu’il comprend en outre :

une section (1008a) de traitement arithmé-
tique qui acquiert, sur la base des informa-
tions mémorisées dans la section (1008b)
de mémoire, des informations concernant
une région cible d’un sujet (2) auquel un mé-
dicament fluorescent souhaité est adminis-
tré, des informations concernant un procé-
dé d’administration du médicament fluores-
cent souhaité vers la région cible, des infor-
mations concernant un moment de début
d’administration du médicament fluores-
cent souhaité, et des informations concer-
nant un moment de démarrage de diagnos-
tic (Ts) correspondant au médicament fluo-
rescent souhaité ; et
une section (1008e) de commande de sour-
ce de lumière qui commande, au moins à
partir du moment de début d’administration
jusqu’au moment de démarrage de dia-
gnostic (Ts), l’irradiation d’une lumière d’ex-
citation destinée à exciter le médicament
fluorescent souhaité à un moment d’arrêt et
commande de façon à irradier la lumière
d’excitation sur la base du moment de dé-
marrage de diagnostic (Ts) et des informa-
tions de position.

2. Appareil médical (1) selon la revendication 1, com-
prenant en outre une section (1008d) de détermina-
tion qui réalise, sur la base d’un résultat de traitement
de la section (1008a) de traitement arithmétique, une
détermination déterminant si un moment actuel at-
teint le moment de démarrage de diagnostic (Ts) et
réalise, sur la base des informations de position ac-
quises par la section (46) d’acquisition d’informa-
tions de position, une détermination déterminant si
la section (1005, 1105) de capture d’image atteint
une périphérie de la région cible, dans lequel
lorsqu’il est déterminé sur la base d’un résultat de
détermination de la section (1008d) de détermina-
tion que le moment actuel se situe au niveau du ou
après le moment de démarrage de diagnostic (Ts)
et que la section (1005, 1105) de capture d’image
atteint la périphérie de la région cible, la section
(1008e) de commande de source de lumière réalise
une commande pour lancer l’irradiation de la lumière
d’excitation.

3. Appareil médical (1) selon la revendication 2, com-
prenant en outre :

une section (1006) de génération d’image qui
génère des données d’image de l’objet qui est
capturé par la section (1005, 1105) de capture
d’image ; et
une section (1008) de délivrance d’informations
supplémentaires qui délivre, en tant qu’informa-
tions supplémentaires des données d’image gé-
nérées par la section (1006) de génération
d’image, un temps écoulé après que l’irradiation
de la lumière d’excitation a commencé.

4. Appareil médical (1) selon la revendication 2, dans
lequel, lorsqu’il est déterminé sur la base du résultat
de détermination de la section (1008d) de détermi-
nation que la section (1105) de capture d’image pas-
se la périphérie de la région cible, la section (1008e)
de commande de source de lumière réalise une com-
mande pour amener la section (1003, 1103) d’émis-
sion de lumière d’éclairage, qui peut commuter et
émettre la lumière d’excitation et la lumière de cou-
leur blanche, à irradier la lumière de couleur blanche.

5. Appareil médical (1) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel, lorsque la section (1005, 1105) de capture
d’image n’atteint pas une périphérie de la région ci-
ble, l’appareil médical (1) peut guider la section
(1005, 1105) de capture d’image vers la région cible
sur la base d’une opération à partir de l’extérieur de
l’appareil médical (1).

6. Appareil médical (1) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel, lorsque la section (1005, 1105) de capture
d’image n’atteint pas une périphérie d’un site devant
être observé ou lorsque la section (1005, 1105) de
capture d’image passe la périphérie de la région ci-
ble, l’appareil médical (1) peut déplacer la section
(1005, 1105) de capture d’image vers la région cible
en amenant une fonction d’autopropulsion de l’ap-
pareil médical (1) à fonctionner.
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