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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a blood sam-
pling device which samples blood from subcutaneous
blood vessels, and particularly relates to one which spec-
ifies the position of blood vessels using near-infrared
rays.

Background Art

[0002] A blood vessel position presenting apparatus
which is one of former blood position specifying devices
is described with reference to Fig. 11. The blood vessel
position presenting apparatus is a device capable of con-
firming the position and the direction of blood vessels.
[0003] The blood vessel position presenting apparatus
of Fig. 11 is constituted including an image pick-up unit
101, an image processing unit 102, an illuminating unit
103, a display unit 104, a mark control unit 105, and a
mark illuminating unit 106.
[0004] The illuminating unit 103 irradiates a living body
with a near-infrared illumination light beam 127 which is
an illumination light beam of a near-infrared wavelength
region and is constituted including a near-infrared LED.
[0005] The image pick-up unit 101 takes a photograph
of a living body and is, for example, a monochrome CCD
camera or a monochrome CMOS camera having high
spectral sensitivity from visible wavelength to near infra-
red wavelength region. The image pick-up information
obtained from a reflected light beam 129 from a living
body is transferred to the image processing unit 102 as
a living body image information 121. The image pick-up
unit 101 obtains a near-infrared image information which
is living body image information when emitting the illumi-
nation light beam and a non-light image information
which a living body image information when not emitting
the illumination light beam, and then transfers the same
to the image processing unit.
[0006] The display unit 104 displays an image based
on an image information 124 output from the image
processing unit 102 with a liquid crystal display or the like.
[0007] The mark illuminating unit 106 emits a puncture
mark projecting light beam 128 for projecting a puncture
mark showing a puncture position to the surface of a living
body and is constituted including a visible light laser. The
mark illuminating unit 106 emits the puncture mark pro-
jecting light beam 128 at an illumination timing and in an
illumination direction based on a drive signal 126 from
the mark control unit 105.
[0008] The mark control unit 105 generates the drive
signal 126 based on a instruction signal 122 from the
image processing unit 102. The instruction signal 122
contains a deviation information of the display position
of the puncture mark included in an image displayed on
the display unit 104 and the target position of the puncture
mark input from the outside.

[0009] The mark control unit 105 generates the drive
signal 126 for matching the display position of the punc-
ture mark with the target position of the puncture mark
utilizing this deviation information.
[0010] The image processing unit 102 generates a
processed near-infrared image information in which a
blood vessel image and an injection needle image are
emphasized based on the near-infrared image informa-
tion which is a living body image information when emit-
ting an illumination light beam, and generates a proc-
essed non-light image information in which a puncture
mark image is emphasized based on the non-light image
information which is a living body image information when
not emitting an illumination light beam. Then, the proc-
essed near-infrared image information and the proc-
essed non-light image information are synthesized to ob-
tain a display image information.
[0011] The elements illustrated in Fig. 11 are stored in
a predetermined case, and are disposed at a predeter-
mined positional relationship with a living body whose
blood vessel position is to be detected for use.
[0012] Fig. 12 illustrates a general view of an example
of the blood vessel position presenting apparatus. Fig.
12 illustrates an example in which the blood vessel po-
sition presenting apparatus and a living body are not
fixed, and a case 202 is supported by scaffolds 209 and
210. The scaffolds 209 and 210 stabilize the case 202
and an arm 201 whose blood vessel position is to be
detected in a state where the case 202 and the arm 201
are separated at a predetermined interval and the appa-
ratus is disposed in such a manner that the case 202 and
the scaffolds 209 and 210 surround the arm 201.
[0013] The case 202 is provided, on the upper surface,
with a liquid crystal display portion 203 constituting the
display unit 104, a trackball 204 which moves a cursor
207 displayed on the liquid crystal display portion 203,
and an input button 208 for setting the position of the
cursor 207 as a target position of a puncture mark. On
the liquid crystal display portion 203 of Fig. 2, blood ves-
sels 206 and the cursor 207 are displayed. Onto the sur-
face of the arm 201, a puncture mark 205 in the shape
of a spot is projected.
[0014] When using the blood vessel position present-
ing apparatus of Fig. 12, a doctor and a nurse move the
cursor 207 for setting the target position of the puncture
mark using the trackball 204 on the screen of the liquid
crystal display portion 203, and then pushing the input
button 208 to thereby fix the position indicated by the
cursor 207 as the target position of the puncture mark.
The puncture mark 205 is a mark projected by the mark
illuminating unit 106, and looks red to the naked eye. The
puncture mark 205 indicates an arbitrary portion on the
surface of the arm 201 in the initial state. When the target
position is fixed by the cursor 207, a red visible light laser
of the mark illuminating unit 106 changes the direction in
such a manner that the position of the puncture mark 205
and the target position (the position of the cursor at this
time) are matched on an image taken by the image pick-

1 2 



EP 2 554 118 B1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

up unit 101.
[0015] The image processing unit 102 receives the
near-infrared image information obtained when the illu-
mination unit 103 emits a near-infrared light beam and
the non-light image information obtained when the illu-
mination unit 103 does not emit a light beam as a living
body image information 121 from the image pick-up unit
101. As an example, the two kinds of image information
are alternately input in time division. Since the venous
blood has high absorptivity of a near-infrared light beam,
a blood vessel portion appears in black and an injection
needle appears in white on the image based on the near-
infrared image information. On an image based on the
non-light image information, the puncture mark projected
onto the arm 201 by a puncture mark projecting light
beam 128 which is a visible light beam appears.

Citation List

[Patent Documents]

[0016] [Patent Document 1] Japanese Unexamined
Patent Application Publication No. 2006-102110

Summary of Invention

Problems to be Solved by the Invention

[0017] The above-described blood vessel position pre-
senting apparatus needs to be improved as described
below. In the blood vessel position presenting apparatus,
the image processing unit 102 synthesizes a processed
near-infrared image information and a processed non-
light image information to generate a display image in-
formation. Moreover, the image processing unit 102 gen-
erates a processed near-infrared image information in
which a blood vessel image and an injection needle im-
age are emphasized based on the near-infrared image
information. Furthermore, the image processing unit 102
generates a processed non-light image information in
which an image of a puncture mark is emphasized based
on non-light image information.
[0018] Thus, the former blood vessel position present-
ing apparatus presents a blood vessel position by
processing a predetermined image information. There-
fore, an image processing unit having high processing
capability is required.
[0019] In order to treat image information, a display
unit 104, such as a liquid crystal display for displaying
the image information, is required. Furthermore, a mark
illuminating unit 106 is required which emits a puncture
mark projecting light beam 128 for projecting a puncture
mark for indicating a puncture position on the surface of
a living body.
[0020] Thus, since the former blood vessel position
presenting apparatus requires a large number of com-
ponents, the device itself becomes large. Thus, the de-
vice needs to be improved in that and it is difficult to use

the device regardless of time or place, for example during
going out.
[0021] Moreover, since the former blood vessel posi-
tion presenting apparatus requires a large number of
components and also requires expensive components,
the device needs to be improved in that the device is
difficult for an individual to own.
[0022] Then, the present invention aims at providing a
blood vessel position specifying device capable of easily
specifying the position of blood vessels.

Effects of the Invention

[0023] Means for solving the problems to be solved in
the invention and the effects of the invention are de-
scribed below.
[0024] The blood vessel position specifying device ac-
cording to the invention is a blood vessel position spec-
ifying device which specifies the position of blood vessels
present under the skin. The blood vessel position spec-
ifying device has: a light projection unit which has a light
projection axis having a predetermined angle to the nor-
mal line of a predetermined irradiated surface and which
projects a near-infrared ray toward the intersection of the
light projection axis and the normal line; a spectral lens
which is located at the same side as the side where the
light projection unit is located relative to the irradiated
surface, which receives the reflected light beam of the
near-infrared ray projected by the light projection unit,
which disperses the reflected light beam, and which has
an optical axis having a predetermined angle to the nor-
mal line of the irradiated surface; a light receiving unit
having a light receiving surface which receives the dis-
persed reflected light beam; and a blood vessel position
calculation unit which calculates the position of the blood
vessel based on the brightness of the reflected light beam
on the light receiving surface, in which the intersection
of the light projection axis and the optical axis of the spec-
tral lens is located at the side opposite to the side where
the light projection unit and the spectral lens are located
relative to the irradiated surface.
[0025] When near-infrared rays are projected to the
skin, the near-infrared rays are absorbed, at a position
where a blood vessel is present under the skin, by the
blood vessel. In contrast, at a position where a blood
vessel is not present, the rays are diffused on the skin
surface and in the skin, and some rays become reflected
light beams heading to the outside of the skin. Therefore,
by receiving the reflected light beams of the near-infrared
rays projected to the skin, and then dispersing the same
relative to the normal line direction of the irradiated sur-
face to analyze a change in the brightness of the reflected
light beams, the position of the blood vessel can be spec-
ified.
[0026] Thus, the blood vessel position specifying de-
vice according to the invention can easily specify the po-
sition of a blood vessel based on the change in the bright-
ness of reflected light beams of near-infrared light beams.
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[0027] In the blood vessel position specifying device
according to the invention, the light receiving unit is dis-
posed in such a manner that the light receiving surface
inclines to the optical axis.
[0028] Thus, the image formation position at the light
receiving surface of the dispersed reflected light beams
can be changed according to the depth in the normal line
direction of the irradiated surface. Therefore, the blood
vessel position specifying device according to the inven-
tion can easily specify the position of blood vessels based
on a change in the brightness of the reflected light beams
of near-infrared light beams.
[0029] In the blood vessel position specifying device
according to the invention, the light projection axis of the
light projection unit and the optical axis of the spectral
lens are present in the same plane.
[0030] Thus, the position of a blood vessel present in
parallel to the plane where the light projection axis of the
light projection unit and the optical axis of the spectral
lens are present can be specified with good accuracy.
[0031] In the blood vessel position specifying device
according to the invention, the plane including the light
projection axis of the light projection unit and the normal
line of the irradiated surface and the plane including the
optical axis of the spectral lens and the normal line of the
irradiated surface are disposed at a predetermined angle.
[0032] Thus, the position of a blood vessel present at
a predetermined angle to the plane where the light pro-
jection axis of the light projection unit and the optical axis
of the spectral lens are present can be specified with
good accuracy.
[0033] In the blood vessel position specifying device
according to the invention, the plane including the light
projection axis of the light projection unit and the normal
line of the irradiated surface and the plane including the
optical axis of the spectral lens and the normal line of the
irradiated surface are disposed at 90°.
[0034] Thus, the position of a blood vessel present at
90° to the plane where the light projection axis of the light
projection unit and the optical axis of the spectral lens
are present can be specified with good accuracy. By dis-
posing the plane including the light projection axis of the
light projection unit and the normal line of the irradiated
surface in such a manner as to be orthogonal to each
other, the position of blood vessels from a blood vessel
present in parallel to the plane where the light projection
axis of the light projection unit and the optical axis of the
spectral lens are present to a blood vessel present at 90°
to the plane where the light projection axis of the light
projection unit and the optical axis of the spectral lens
are present can be specified with good accuracy.
[0035] In the blood vessel position specifying device
according to the invention, the spectral lens is an aspher-
ical lens. Thus, reflected light beams can be dispersed
with good accuracy.
[0036] A blood sampling device according to the inven-
tion is a blood sampling device which samples blood from
a blood vessel present under the skin and has the blood

vessel position specifying device according to any one
of Claims 1 to Claim 6 and a needle projecting unit having
a needle for use in blood sampling and projecting the
needle to the calculated blood vessel position.
[0037] Thus, a user can certainly and easily sample
blood without failing in sampling of blood.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0038]

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is an outside view of a blood sampling
device 100 containing a blood vessel position spec-
ifying device 111 according to the invention.
[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is an outside view of the blood sampling
device 100 containing the blood vessel position
specifying device 111 according to the invention.
[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is an upper surface view of the blood
sampling device 100.
[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 is a cross sectional view of the X-X
cross section in Fig. 3.
[Fig. 5] Fig. 5 is a cross sectional view of the Y-Y
cross section in Fig. 3.
[Fig. 6] Fig. 6 is a view for explaining the principle of
a method for specifying a blood vessel position.
[Fig. 7] Fig. 7 is a view illustrating the conditions of
simulation.
[Fig. 8] Fig. 8 is a view illustrating simulation results.
[Fig. 9] Fig. 9 is a view illustrating simulation results.
[Fig. 10] Fig. 10 is a view illustrating simulation re-
sults.
[Fig. 11] Fig. 11 is a view illustrating an example of
a former blood vessel position specifying device.
[Fig. 12] Fig. 12 is a view illustrating an example of
a former blood vessel position specifying device.

Modes for Carrying out the Invention

[0039] Hereinafter, embodiments of the invention are
described in detail with reference to the drawings.

[Embodiment 1]

1. Configuration

1. Configuration of blood sampling device 100

[0040] A blood sampling device 100 according to the
invention is described with reference to Fig. 1. Fig. 1 il-
lustrates a perspective view of the blood sampling device
100 as viewed from an obliquely upper side. The blood
sampling device 100 has a blood vessel position speci-
fying device 111 and a puncture device 113. The punc-
ture device 113 is a device which inserts an injection
needle into a blood vessel from the outside of the body
to sample blood. The blood vessel position specifying
device 111 is a device which specifies the position of a
blood vessel from which blood is sampled.
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[0041] The puncture device 113 can be attached to
and detached from the blood vessel position specifying
device 111. The puncture device 113 has a puncture nee-
dle 113b (Fig. 2) therein. The puncture device 113 is pro-
vided with a puncture button B113 at the side surface.
The puncture device 113 projects the puncture needle
113b disposed inside to the outside when the puncture
button B113 is pushed.
[0042] Fig. 2 illustrates a perspective view of the blood
sampling device 100 as viewed from an obliquely lower
side. In the blood sampling device 100, the blood vessel
position specifying device 111 has a puncture aperture
111a and a close contact surface 111s at the bottom.
The close contact surface 111s is disposed around the
puncture aperture 111a. The puncture needle 113b of
the puncture device 113 is projected to the outside from
the puncture aperture 111a.
[0043] A user of the blood sampling device 100 attach-
es the puncture device 113 to the blood vessel position
specifying device 111. The user disposes the puncture
device 113 in such a manner that the skin from which
blood is to be sampled is brought into close contact with
the close contact surface 111s. At this time, an irradiated
surface is formed by the skin located at the position of
the puncture aperture 111a of the blood vessel position
specifying device 111.
[0044] After disposing the blood vessel position spec-
ifying device 111, the puncture button B113 is pushed.
Thus, the puncture needle 113b is projected from the tip
of the puncture device 113 to be inserted into the body.

2. Configuration of blood vessel position specifying de-
vice 111

[0045] The configuration of the blood vessel position
specifying device 111 is described with reference to Figs.
3, 4, and 5. Fig. 3 illustrates the top view of the blood
sampling device 100. Fig. 4 illustrates the X-X cross sec-
tion of the blood sampling device 100 illustrated in Fig.
3 and Fig. 5 illustrates the Y-Y cross section thereof. Figs.
4 and 5 illustrate a state where the blood sampling device
100 is disposed at a predetermined position of a target
person. Fig. 4 also illustrates a partial cross sectional
view of the blood sampling device 100.
[0046] As illustrated in Fig. 4, the blood vessel position
specifying device 111 has a near-infrared light emitting
unit 121, a reflected light receiving unit 123, and a case
125. The near-infrared light emitting unit 121 and the re-
flected light receiving unit 123 are attached to predeter-
mined positions of the case 125.
[0047] The near-infrared light emitting unit 121 has a
near-infrared light emitting diode 121d, a light emission
side lens 121c, and a case 121k. The near-infrared light
emitting unit 121 has an optical axis J121 (hereinafter
referred to as a light emitting unit optical axis J121). The
near-infrared light emitting diode 121d is fixed to a pre-
determined position of the case 121k in such a manner
that the central axis is in agreement with the light emitting

unit optical axis J121. The light emission side lens 121c
is fixed to a predetermined position of the case 121k in
such a manner that the optical axis is in agreement with
the light emitting unit optical axis J121.
[0048] The light emitting unit optical axis J121 of the
near-infrared light emitting unit 121 has an angle α to a
normal line N1 of an irradiated surface P1. The near-
infrared light emitting unit 121 projects near-infrared rays
toward an intersection Q1 of the light emitting unit optical
axis J121 and a normal line N1 of the irradiated surface
P1 (light projection direction).
[0049] The near-infrared light emitting diode 121d
emits near-infrared light beams with a wavelength of 700
nm to 3000 nm between visible light and infrared light. It
is known that the near-infrared light beam is absorbed
by the hemoglobin of blood. The near-infrared light emit-
ting diode 121d is connected to a predetermined control
portion and a power supply portion through a connection
line 1211.
[0050] The reflected light receiving unit 123 has a light
receiving side lens 123c, a photodiode array 123f, and a
case 123k. The light receiving side lens 123c is an as-
pherical lens. The light receiving side lens 123c disperses
reflected light beams of near-infrared rays projected by
the near-infrared light emitting unit 121. The optical axis
J123 of the light receiving side lens 123c has an angle β
to the normal line direction N1 of the irradiated surface
P1. The light receiving side lens 123c is fixed to a pre-
determined position of the case 123k.
[0051] The photodiode array 123f is one in which a
plurality of photodiodes are arranged in a predetermined
shape. The photodiode array 123f receives the reflected
light beams dispersed by the light receiving side lens
123c with the front surface as a light receiving surface
P3. The light receiving surface P3 of the photodiode array
123 has an angle γ to the light receiving unit optical axis
J123. Thus, by disposing the photodiode array 123 in
such a manner that the light receiving surface P3 inclines
to the light receiving unit optical axis J123, a change in
a substance in the normal line direction N1 of the inci-
dence plane P1 can be obtained as a change in the illu-
mination of the reflected light beams at the light receiving
surface P3.
[0052] The photodiode array 123f is connected to an
analysis circuit (not illustrated) and the like through the
connection line 1231.
[0053] The light emitting unit optical axis J121 and the
optical axis of the light receiving side lens 123c are
present in the same plane. The light emitting unit optical
axis J121 and the optical axis J123 of the light receiving
side lens 123c are disposed in such a manner as to cross
at a position with a distance d from the irradiated surface
P1 to the inside of the body. The blood vessel position
specifying device 111 detects whether or not a blood ves-
sel is present at the intersection of the light emitting unit
optical axis J121 and the optical axis J123C.
[0054] By selecting as appropriate, on the basis of the
used conditions and components utilized, the angle α
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between the light emitting unit optical axis J121 of the
near-infrared light emitting unit 121 and the normal line
N1 of the irradiated surface P1, the angle β between the
optical axis J123 of the light receiving side lens 123c and
the normal line direction N1 of the irradiated surface P1,
and the angle γ between the light receiving surface P3
of the photodiode array 123 and the light receiving unit
optical axis J123, the blood vessel position can be more
appropriately specified.
[0055] The analysis circuit is connected to the photo-
diode array 123f. The analysis circuit calculates the illu-
mination in the depth direction of the normal line N1 of
the irradiated surface P1 from light receiving results of
the photodiode array 123f.
[0056] As illustrated in Fig. 5, the blood vessel position
specifying device 111 further has another near-infrared
light emitting unit 127. The configuration of the near-in-
frared light emitting unit 127 is the same as that of the
near-infrared light emitting unit 121. The plane including
the light emitting unit optical axis J127 of the near-infrared
light emitting unit 127 and the normal line N1 of the irra-
diated surface P1 and the plane including the optical axis
J123 of the light receiving side lens 123c and the normal
line N1 of the irradiated surface P1 are disposed at 90°.
[0057] Thus, by disposing a plurality of near-infrared
light emitting units at different positions to the reflected
light receiving unit 123, the position of blood vessels can
be specified irrespective of the arrangement state of
blood vessels.
[0058] The case 125 has the near-infrared light emit-
ting units 121 and 127 and the reflected light receiving
unit 123 therein. The case 125 has the close contact sur-
face 111s contacting the skin surface on the bottom. The
case 125 further has the puncture aperture 111a in the
close contact surface 111s. The surface where the punc-
ture aperture 111a opens forms the irradiated surface
P1. While the puncture aperture 111a allows near-infra-
red rays projected by the infrared light emitting units 121
and 127 to pass to the outside and allows only reflected
light beams required for specifying the position of blood
vessels to pass to the inside, the puncture aperture 111a
prevents passage of unnecessary reflected light beams,
such as a disturbance light beam.
[0059] The blood vessel position specifying device 111
starts to specify the position of blood vessels when a
measurement starting button (not illustrated) provided at
the case 125 is operated.

2. Principle for specifying blood vessel position and sim-
ulation results

[0060] The principle of the method for specifying a
blood vessel position in the blood vessel position speci-
fying device 111 is described with reference to Fig. 6.
Near-infrared light beams R1 projected from the near-
infrared light emitting diode 121d enter the skin through
the light emission side lens 121c. Some of the near-in-
frared light beams R1 entering the skin become reflected

light beams R3 on the skin surface. The other near-in-
frared light beams R1 enter the inside of the skin. The
near-infrared light beams entering the inside of the skin
repeats diffused reflection in the skin, and some light
beams become reflected light beams R5 from the inside
of the skin to go out to the outside from the skin surface.
[0061] A near-infrared light R7 which has reached a
blood vessel among the near-infrared light beams enter-
ing the inside of the skin is absorbed by hemoglobin in
the blood vessel.
[0062] Thus, the near-infrared light R7 absorbed into
blood is not contained in the reflected light beams of the
near-infrared light beams R1 projected by the near-infra-
red light emitting unit 121d. Therefore, by analyzing the
reflected light beams of the near-infrared light beams R1,
the position where blood is present, i.e., the position of
blood vessels, can be specified.
[0063] Figs. 7 to 10 show experimental results of spec-
ifying the position of a blood vessel by the blood vessel
position specifying device 111. Figs. 7 to 10 show the
results of simulating, by a computer, a course of the near-
infrared light beams R1 projected by the near-infrared
light emitting unit 121d.
[0064] Fig. 7 shows conditions of a model built in the
simulation. As illustrated in Fig. 7, in this simulation, a
blood vessel is dealt as a Mie scattering body. Therefore,
the near-infrared light beam which has reached the blood
vessel is not absorbed into the blood in the blood vessel
but is reflected by the blood vessel. Therefore, when the
reflected light beams are actually analyzed by the blood
vessel position specifying device 111, the intensity of the
reflected light beams becomes lower depending on the
depth where the blood vessel is present. However, in the
simulation, the intensity of the reflected light beams be-
comes higher depending on the depth where the blood
vessel is present.
[0065] Fig. 8 illustrates the results of simulation in the
case where two blood vessels are vertically present in
parallel to each other under the skin orthogonal to the
incidence plane of near-infrared light beams. The blood
vessels are made to be present at depths of 1 mm and
5 mm from the skin surface, respectively, as illustrated
in the left of Fig. 8.
[0066] In this case, as shown by the illumination distri-
bution on the detection plane illustrated in the right of Fig.
8, the illumination becomes high around a depth of 1 mm
and around a depth of 5 mm. More specifically, the blood
vessel position specifying device 111 can specify that
the blood vessels orthogonal to the incidence plane of
near-infrared light beams are present at the depths of 1
mm and 5 mm from the skin surface.
[0067] Fig. 9 shows the results of simulation in a case
where one blood vessel is orthogonal to the incidence
plane of near-infrared light beams under the skin. As
shown in the left of Fig. 9, the blood vessel is made to
be present at a depth of 3 mm from the skin surface.
[0068] In this case, as shown by the illumination distri-
bution on the detection surface shown in the right of Fig.

9 10 



EP 2 554 118 B1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

9, the illumination becomes high around a depth of 3 mm.
More specifically, the blood vessel position specifying
device 111 can specify that the blood vessel orthogonal
to the incidence plane of near-infrared light beams is
present at a depth of 3 mm from the skin surface.
[0069] Fig. 10 illustrates the results of simulation in a
case where one blood vessel is present in parallel to the
incidence plane of near-infrared light beams under the
skin. As illustrated in the left of Fig. 10, the blood vessel
is made to be present at a depth of 3 mm from the skin
surface.
[0070] In this case, as shown by the illumination distri-
bution on the detection surface shown in the right of Fig.
10, the illumination becomes higher at a position deeper
than a depth of 3 mm. More specifically, the blood vessel
position specifying device 111 specifies that the blood
vessel present at a depth of 3 mm from the skin surface
is present at a position deeper than a depth of 3 mm.
[0071] From the simulation results of Fig. 9 and Fig.
10, the blood vessel position specifying device 111a can
more appropriately specify the depth in the case where
a blood vessel is orthogonal to the incidence plane of
near-infrared light beams rather than the case where a
blood vessel is present in parallel to the incidence plane
of near-infrared light beams. Therefore, in the blood ves-
sel position specifying device 111, the two near-infrared
light emitting units 121 are disposed in such a manner
that the incidence planes of near-infrared light beams are
orthogonal to each other. This allows more appropriate
specification of the position of blood vessels.

[Other embodiments]

(1) Configuration of blood sampling device 100:

[0072] In Embodiment 1 described above, the blood
sampling device 100 is constituted by the blood vessel
position specifying device 111 and the puncture device
113 which can be detached from each other. However,
the blood sampling device 100 may be integrally consti-
tuted by the blood vessel position specifying device 111
and the puncture device 113 which cannot be detached
from each other.

(2) Arrangement of near-infrared light emitting units:

[0073] Although the two near-infrared light emitting
units 121 and 127 are disposed at positions orthogonal
to the reflected light receiving unit 123 in Embodiment 1
described above, the position is not limited to the example
above insofar as the two near-infrared light emitting units
121 and 127 are disposed at different positions.
[0074] Alternatively, only one near-infrared light emit-
ting unit 121 may be disposed in the blood sampling de-
vice 100. Furthermore, three or more near-infrared light
emitting units may be disposed at different positions rel-
ative to the reflected light receiving unit 123.

(3) Light receiving side lens 123c:

[0075] Although the light receiving side lens 123c is an
aspherical lens in Embodiment 1 described above, the
lens is not limited to the example above insofar as the
lens is a lens capable of dispersing a reflected light beam.
For example, a spherical lens may be used.

(4) Photodiode array 123f:

[0076] Although the photodiode array 123f is men-
tioned as one obtaining the brightness of a reflected light
beam in Embodiment 1 described above, the photodiode
array 123f is not limited to the example above insofar as
the brightness of a reflected light beam can be obtained.

[Industrial availability]

[0077] The blood vessel position specifying device ac-
cording to the invention can be used for a blood sampling
device which samples blood required in a blood test, for
example.

Description of Reference Numerals

[0078]

100 Blood sampling device
111 Blood vessel position specifying device
121 Near-infrared light emitting unit
121d Near-infrared light emitting diode
121c Light emission side lens
123 Reflected light receiving unit
123c Light receiving side lens
123f Photodiode array
113 Puncture device
113b Puncture needle

Claims

1. A blood vessel position specifying device (111)
which specifies a position of a blood vessel present
under skin, the blood vessel position specifying de-
vice, comprising:

a light projection unit (121) which has a light pro-
jection axis having a predetermined angle to a
normal line of a predetermined irradiated sur-
face and which projects a near-infrared ray in a
direction of an intersection of the light projection
axis (J121) and the normal line (N1) ;
a spectral lens (123c) which is located at the
same side as a side where the light projection
unit (121) is located relative to the irradiated sur-
face, which receives a reflected light beam of
the near-infrared ray projected by the light pro-
jection unit (121), which disperses the reflected
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light beam, and which has an optical axis having
a predetermined angle to the normal line of the
irradiated surface;
a light receiving unit (123) having a light receiv-
ing surface (P3) which receives the dispersed
reflected light beam; and
a blood vessel position calculation unit which
calculates a position of the blood vessel based
on brightness of the reflected light beam on the
light receiving surface,
the intersection of the light projection axis and
the optical axis of the spectral lens being located
at a side opposite to the side where the light
projection unit and the spectral lens are located
relative to the irradiated surface.

2. The blood vessel position specifying device (111)
according to Claim 1, wherein
the light receiving unit (123) is disposed in such a
manner that the light receiving surface inclines to the
optical axis.

3. The blood vessel position specifying device accord-
ing to Claim 1 or 2, wherein
the light projection axis (J121) of the light projection
unit (121) and the optical axis of the spectral lens
are present in the same plane.

4. The blood vessel position specifying device accord-
ing to Claim 1 or 2, wherein
a plane including the light projection axis (J121) of
the light projection unit (121) and the normal line of
the irradiated surface and a plane including the op-
tical axis of the spectral lens (123c) and the normal
line of the irradiated surface are disposed at a pre-
determined angle.

5. The blood vessel position specifying device accord-
ing to Claim 4, wherein
the plane including the light projection axis (J121) of
the light projection unit (121) and the normal line of
the irradiated surface and the plane including the
optical axis of the spectral lens and the normal line
of the irradiated surface are disposed at 90°.

6. The blood vessel position specifying device accord-
ing to any one of Claims 1 to 6, wherein
the spectral lens (123c) is an aspherical lens.

7. A blood sampling device (100), which samples blood
from a blood vessel present under skin, the blood
sampling device, comprising:

the blood vessel position specifying device (111)
according to any one of Claims 1 to Claim 6; and
a needle projecting unit having a needle for use
in blood sampling and projecting the needle to
the calculated blood vessel position.

8. A blood sampling method for sampling blood from a
blood vessel present under skin, the blood sampling
method, comprising:

projecting a near-infrared ray while defining a
direction having a predetermined angle to a nor-
mal line direction of a predetermined irradiated
surface as a light projection direction;
dispersing a reflected light beam of the near-
infrared ray projected by the light projection unit
using a spectral lens located at the same side
as a side where the light projection unit is located
relative to the irradiated surface and having a
predetermined angle to the normal line direction
of the irradiated surface as an optical axis direc-
tion;
receiving the dispersed reflected light beam on
a light receiving surface;
calculating a position of the blood vessel based
on brightness of the reflected light beam on the
light receiving surface; and
projecting a needle for use in blood sampling to
the calculated blood vessel position.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung (111) zur Spezifizierung einer Position
eines Blutgefässes, welche eine Position eines Blut-
gefässes, welches unter einer Haut vorhanden ist,
spezifiziert, wobei die Vorrichtung zur Spezifizierung
einer Position eines Blutgefässes umfasst:

eine Lichtprojektionseinheit (121), welche eine
Lichtprojektionsachse aufweist, die einen vor-
bestimmten Winkel zu einer Normalen einer vor-
bestimmten bestrahlten Fläche aufweist, und
welche einen Infrarotstrahl in einer Richtung ei-
nes Schnittpunkts der Lichtprojektionsachse
(J121) und der Normalen (N1) projiziert;
eine Spektrallinse (123c), welche relativ zu der
bestrahlten Fläche an derselben Seite wie eine
Seite angeordnet ist, wo die Lichtprojektionsein-
heit (121) angeordnet ist, welche einen reflek-
tierten Lichtstrahl des Infrarotstrahls, welcher
durch die Lichtprojektionseinheit (121) projiziert
wird, empfängt, welche den reflektierten Licht-
strahl streut und welche eine optische Achse
aufweist, die einen vorbestimmten Winkel zu der
Normalen der bestrahlten Fläche aufweist;
eine Lichtempfangseinheit (123), welche eine
Lichtempfangsfläche (P3) aufweist, die den ge-
streuten reflektierten Lichtstrahl empfängt; und
eine Einheit zur Berechnung einer Position ei-
nes Blutgefässes, welche eine Position des
Blutgefäßes abhängig von einer Helligkeit des
reflektierten Lichtstrahls auf der Lichtempfangs-
fläche berechnet,
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wobei der Schnittpunkt der Lichtprojektionsach-
se und der optischen Achse der Spektrallinse
an einer Seite gegenüber der Seite angeordnet
ist, wo die Lichtprojektionseinheit und die Spek-
trallinse relativ zu der bestrahlten Fläche ange-
ordnet sind.

2. Vorrichtung (111) zur Spezifizierung einer Position
eines Blutgefässes nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Lichtempfangseinheit (123) in solch einer Weise
angeordnet ist, dass die Lichtempfangseinheit
schräg zu der optischen Achse angeordnet ist.

3. Vorrichtung zur Spezifizierung einer Position eines
Blutgefässes nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei
die Lichtprojektionsachse (J121) der Lichtprojekti-
onseinheit (121) und die optische Achse der Spek-
trallinse in derselben Ebene liegen.

4. Vorrichtung zur Spezifizierung einer Position eines
Blutgefässes nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei
eine Ebene, welche die Lichtprojektionsachse
(J121) der Lichtprojektionseinheit (121) und die Nor-
male der bestrahlten Fläche aufweist, und eine Ebe-
ne, welche die optische Achse der Spektrallinse
(123c) und die Normale der bestrahlten Fläche auf-
weist, in einem vorbestimmten Winkel angeordnet
sind.

5. Vorrichtung zur Spezifizierung einer Position eines
Blutgefässes nach Anspruch 4, wobei
die Ebene, welche die Lichtprojektionsachse (J121)
der Lichtprojektionseinheit (121) und die Normale
der bestrahlten Fläche aufweist, und die Ebene, wel-
che die optische Achse der Spektrallinse und die
Normale der bestrahlten Fläche aufweist, mit 90° an-
geordnet sind.

6. Vorrichtung zur Spezifizierung einer Position eines
Blutgefässes nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 6, wo-
bei
die Spektrallinse (123c) eine asphärische Linse ist.

7. Blutsammelvorrichtung (100), welche Blut von ei-
nem Blutgefäß, welches unter einer Haut vorhanden
ist, sammelt, wobei die Blutsammelvorrichtung um-
fasst:

die Vorrichtung (111) zur Spezifizierung einer
Position eines Blutgefässes nach einem der An-
sprüche 1 bis 6; und
eine Nadelführungseinheit, welche eine Nadel
zum Einsatz beim Blutsammeln aufweist und die
Nadel zu der berechneten Position des Blutge-
fässes führt.

8. Verfahren zum Blutsammeln von einem Blutgefäß,
welches unter einer Haut vorhanden ist, wobei das

Verfahren zum Blutsammeln umfasst:

Projizieren eines Infrarotstrahls während er eine
Richtung, welche einen vorbestimmten Winkel
zu einer Normalenrichtung einer vorbestimmten
bestrahlten Fläche aufweist, als eine Lichtpro-
jektionsrichtung definiert;
Streuen eines reflektierten Lichtstrahls des In-
frarotstrahls, welcher durch die Lichtprojekti-
onseinheit projiziert wird, mittels einer Spektrall-
inse, welche relativ zu der bestrahlten Fläche
an derselben Seite wie eine Seite angeordnet
ist, wo die Lichtprojektionseinheit angeordnet
ist, und einen vorbestimmten Winkel zu der Nor-
malenrichtung der bestrahlten Fläche als eine
Richtung einer optischen Achse aufweist;
Empfangen des gestreuten reflektierten Licht-
strahls auf einer Lichtempfangsfläche;
Berechnen einer Position des Blutgefässes ab-
hängig von einer Helligkeit des reflektierten
Lichtstrahls auf der Lichtempfangsfläche; und
Führen einer Nadel zum Einsatz beim Blutsam-
meln zu der berechneten Position des Blutge-
fässes.

Revendications

1. Dispositif de spécification de position de vaisseau
sanguin (111) qui spécifie une position d’un vaisseau
sanguin présent sous la peau, le dispositif de spéci-
fication de position de vaisseau sanguin
comprenant :

une unité de projection de lumière (121) qui a
un axe de projection de lumière ayant un angle
prédéterminé par rapport à une ligne verticale
d’une surface rayonnée prédéterminée et qui
projette un rayon infrarouge proche dans une
direction d’une intersection de l’axe de projec-
tion de lumière (J121) et de la ligne verticale
(N1) ;
une lentille spectrale (123c) qui est positionnée
du même côté qu’un côté où l’unité de projection
de lumière (121) est positionnée par rapport à
la surface rayonnée, qui reçoit un faisceau de
lumière reflété du rayon infrarouge proche pro-
jeté par l’unité de projection de lumière (121),
qui disperse le faisceau de lumière reflété, et qui
a un axe optique ayant un angle prédéterminé
par rapport à la ligne verticale de la surface
rayonnée ;
une unité de réception de lumière (123) ayant
une surface de réception de lumière (P3) qui
reçoit le faisceau lumineux reflété dispersé ; et
une unité de calcul de position de vaisseau san-
guin qui calcule une position du vaisseau san-
guin en fonction de la brillance du faisceau lu-

15 16 



EP 2 554 118 B1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

mineux reflété sur la surface de réception de
lumière,
l’intersection de l’axe de projection de lumière
et de l’axe optique de la lentille spectrale étant
positionnée d’un côté opposé au côté où l’unité
de projection de lumière et la lentille spectrale
sont positionnées par rapport à la surface rayon-
née.

2. Dispositif de spécification de position de vaisseau
sanguin (111) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel :

l’unité de réception de lumière (123) est dispo-
sée de sorte que la surface de réception de lu-
mière s’incline par rapport à l’axe optique.

3. Dispositif de spécification de position de vaisseau
sanguin selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel :

l’axe de projection de lumière (J121) de l’unité
de projection de lumière (121) et l’axe optique
de la lentille spectrale sont présents dans le mê-
me plan.

4. Dispositif de spécification de position de vaisseau
sanguin selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel :

un plan comprenant l’axe de projection de lu-
mière (J121) de l’unité de projection de lumière
(121) et la ligne verticale de la surface rayonnée
et un plan comprenant l’axe optique de la lentille
spectrale (123c) et la ligne verticale de la surface
rayonnée sont disposés à un angle prédétermi-
né.

5. Dispositif de spécification de position de vaisseau
sanguin selon la revendication 4, dans lequel :

le plan comprenant l’axe de projection de lumiè-
re (J121) de l’unité de projection de lumière
(121) et la ligne verticale de la surface rayonnée
et le plan comprenant l’axe optique de la lentille
spectrale et la ligne verticale de la surface rayon-
née sont disposés à 90°.

6. Dispositif de spécification de position de vaisseau
sanguin selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 6, dans lequel :

la lentille spectrale (123c) est une lentille asphé-
rique.

7. Dispositif de prélèvement de sang (100), qui prélève
du sang d’un vaisseau sanguin présent sous la peau,
le dispositif de prélèvement de sang comprenant :

le dispositif de spécification de position de vais-
seau sanguin (111) selon l’une quelconque des

revendications 1 à 6 ; et
une unité de projection d’aiguille ayant une
aiguille destinée à être utilisée pour le prélève-
ment de sang et faisant faire saillie à l’aiguille
dans la position de vaisseau sanguin calculée.

8. Procédé de prélèvement de sang pour prélever du
sang d’un vaisseau sanguin présent sous la peau,
le procédé de prélèvement de sang comprenant les
étapes consistant à :

projeter un rayon infrarouge proche tout en dé-
finissant une direction ayant un angle prédéter-
miné par rapport à une direction de ligne verti-
cale d’une surface rayonnée prédéterminée en
tant que direction de projection de lumière ;
disperser un faisceau lumineux reflété du rayon
infrarouge proche projeté par l’unité de projec-
tion de lumière à l’aide d’une lentille spectrale
positionnée du même côté qu’un côté où l’unité
de projection de lumière est positionnée par rap-
port à la surface rayonnée et ayant un angle
prédéterminé par rapport à la direction de ligne
verticale de la surface rayonnée en tant que di-
rection d’axe optique ;
recevoir le faisceau lumineux reflété dispersé
sur une surface de réception de lumière ;
calculer une position du vaisseau sanguin en
fonction de la brillance du faisceau lumineux re-
flété sur la surface de réception de lumière ; et
faire faire saillie à une aiguille destinée à être
utilisée pour prélever du sang dans la position
de vaisseau sanguin calculée.
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