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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] This invention relates generally to systems and methods for generating and transferring medical and other
data. A specific implementation includes a remote heart monitoring method.
[0002] Many industries use real-time information, but the medical field is one in which such information is particularly
critical. In hospitals, for example, patients may have their biological functions or conditions continuously monitored so
that any significant change can be immediately detected and addressed by appropriate personnel. Such monitoring
includes generating the information and transferring it to where it is to be used.
[0003] United States Patent No. 5,481,255 to Albert et al. discloses transmitting medical data, for example, through
a paging network to a pager receiver connected to a computer, such as a palmtop computer held by a physician. In one
example, a patient is connected to an electrocardiogram (ECG) machine to generate ECG information that is processed
and transmitted through the paging network to the receiver and attached computer.
[0004] United States Patent No. 5,735,285 to Albert et al. discloses another communication system for conveying
ECG data or other biomedical waveform data between a patient and an attending physician’s location. The patient
employs a HEART CARD™ device from Instromedix, Inc., or the like, which converts the patient’s ECG signal into a
frequency modulated audio signal that may then be analyzed by audio inputting via a telephone system to a selected
hand-held computer device with integrated microphone and audio system. The computer device functions to digitize,
record and demodulate the frequency modulated signal for presentation and viewing on the hand-held computer. The
audio signal can also be input directly into a personal computer (PC) via a standard personal computer microphone.
The audio signal can be input directly into a PC through a phone line connection via a standard "voice-capable" modem,
for example. The stored ECG audio signal can be retransmitted via telephone, either wireline or wireless. At a receiving
end, a programmed hand-held computer can be used to receive the audio FM biomedical signal for digitization, recording
and demodulation for viewing. Such computer can be one with integrated microphone, audio analog to digital converter,
digital to analog converter, speaker, and central processing unit with memory for performing various computational, data
storage and signal processing tasks.
[0005] Document US 5,810,747 discloses a system for generating and transferring medical data over the Internet
comprising a computer receiving biological signals over an input unit.
[0006] Despite previously disclosed or implemented systems, there is still the need for a novel and improved system
and method for generating and transferring medical (or other) data, especially a system and method which enable a
patient to communicate with a medical care provider in real time virtually from anywhere. Preferably such a system and
method should be able to communicate globally, such as via the Internet. Such a system and method should be inex-
pensive, simple, and easy-to-use. This includes use of a computer without having to purchase or manually install a
specialized computer application program or any special hardware. Such system and method should be relatively inex-
pensive both for the patient or other input user and the medical care provider or other recipient to use (e.g., minimal
equipment requirements, no long distance telephone tolls). Such system and method should quickly (ideally, in real
time) provide accurate data from the input user to the recipient.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] The present invention meets the aforementioned needs by providing a novel and improved system and method
for generating and transferring medical and other data. For example, the system and method permit the monitoring of
biological functions and conditions of a plurality of patients and the reporting of the resulting data to respective medical
care providers. In a particular implementation, the present invention provides for remote heart monitoring.
[0008] Various aspects and embodiments of the present invention are defined in the appended claims.
[0009] One definition of the system for generating and transferring medical data of the present invention comprises:
means for sensing a biological function or condition; and means, communicating with the means for sensing, for trans-
ferring a response to the sensed biological function or condition over the Internet.
[0010] In accordance with another definition of the present invention, the system comprises a sensor used by a human
user to sense a function or condition of the user’s body. It also comprises a personal computer located with the sensor.
The personal computer has a microphone connector and analog to digital conversion means which are communicated
with the sensor such that a digital processing circuit of the personal computer receives from the analog to digital conversion
means a digital electric signal derived from an analog electric signal received through the microphone connector in
response to the user’s body function or condition sensed by the sensor. The personal computer is programmed to transfer
data representative of the received digital electric signal over a computer communication network contemporaneously
with the sensor sensing the user’s body function or condition. This system can further comprise a recipient computer
located at a medical facility and connected to communicate with the computer communication network, wherein the
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recipient computer is programmed to receive the data transferred over the computer communication network and to
provide a visible representation of the sensed body function or condition and to store the data in a searchable database.
The system can comprise a recipient computer located at a data communication service provider facility and connected
to communicate with the computer communication network, wherein the recipient computer is programmed to receive
the data transferred over the computer communication network and to transmit in response thereto another signal to an
end user.
[0011] Still another definition of the present invention for a system for generating and transferring medical data com-
prises: a sensor to provide an acoustical signal in simultaneous response to a biological function or condition; a micro-
phone, located with the sensor, to receive the acoustical signal as the acoustical signal is provided from the sensor; and
a computer connected to the microphone and adapted to transfer over the Internet, in real-time response to the microphone
receiving the acoustical signal, electric signals representative of the received acoustical signal. In one embodiment the
computer includes a personal computer programmed with a web browser and a medical data acquisition and transmission
program. The medical data acquisition and transmission program can be downloaded from an Internet site accessed
using the web browser.
[0012] The system of the present invention can also be defined without limitation as to type of data, such as to comprise:
a plurality of initial user sites, each of the initial user sites having a data generating source and a computer connected
to receive signals from the data generating source and to access the Internet; and an Internet site addressable from
each of the plurality of initial user sites such that each initial user site can access a data acquisition and transmission
program through the Internet site to enable the respective computer to process received signals from the respective
data generating source and transmit responsive signals over the Internet. Each initial user site preferably can transmit
simultaneously over the Internet to one or more recipient sites. Also, the receiving computer at a recipient site can receive
and display in real time the signals from one or a multiple number of initial user sites.
[0013] A method of generating and transferring medical data in accordance with an aspect of the present invention
comprises: transducing directly from a patient a human body function or condition into a first signal; converting at the
site of the patient the first signal into a second signal adapted for transmission over the Internet; and transmitting the
second signal over the Internet to a recipient. In one implementation the method further comprises performing the
transducing, converting, and transmitting contemporaneously; and contemporaneously therewith generating at the re-
cipient a display in response to the transmitted second signal, wherein the display is a real-time representation of the
transduced human body function or condition.
[0014] A method of generating and transferring data in accordance with the present invention comprises: accessing
an Internet site from a computer where a data generating source is located; downloading to the computer from the
accessed Internet site a data acquisition and transmission program; and operating the computer with the downloaded
data acquisition and transmission program such that the computer receives signals from the data generating source,
processes the received signals, and transmits data signals onto the Internet in response thereto. In particular implemen-
tations, the downloaded program may or may not operate unless the computer is connected to the specific web site on
the Internet from which the program was obtained.
[0015] A method of the present invention for generating medical data representative of a biological function or condition
of an individual comprises:

(a) accessing an Internet site with a personal computer located with the individual, wherein the personal computer
is programmed with a conventional operating program;
(b) downloading from the accessed Internet site to the personal computer a medical data acquisition program
automatically operable with the conventional operating program;
(c) generating an acoustical signal in response to the biological function or condition of the individual;
(d) receiving the acoustical signal in a microphone near the individual and converting with the microphone the
received acoustical signal into an analog electric signal;
(e) communicating the analog electric signal from the microphone to an analog to digital conversion circuit of the
personal computer and converting thereby the analog electric signal to a digital electric signal;
(f) processing the digital electric signal in the personal computer under control of the medical data acquisition
program; and
(g) displaying to the individual, through the personal computer, a representation of the individual’s biological function
or condition in response to which the acoustical signal was generated.

As a step (h), responsive data can be transmitted over the Internet to other sites for storage and review. From such
other site or sites, for example, data can then be transmitted over a paging or other wireless network to a physician, for
example. In a preferred embodiment, at least steps (c) through (h) are performed together in real time.
[0016] Still another definition of a method of monitoring biological functions and conditions of a plurality of patients in
accordance with the present invention comprises: distributing to each patient at least one sensor to detect at least one
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biological function or condition of the patient; and maintaining a medical data acquisition and transmission program at
an Internet site accessible by the patients such that the patients can use, from computers at the locations of the patients,
the medical data acquisition and transmission program to control their respective computers to receive and process
signals from the patients’ respective sensors and to transmit medical data onto the Internet in response thereto. This
method can further comprise distributing to a plurality of physicians
[0017] Therefore, from the foregoing, it is a general object of the present invention to provide a novel and improved
system and method for generating and transferring medical and other data Other and further objects, features and
advantages of the present invention will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art when the following description of
the preferred embodiments is read in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0018]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating one configuration of a system of the present invention.
FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating one variation of the FTG. 1 configuration wherein a patient site accesses a log-
on site to acquire a software program necessary to provide medical data to a recipient site.
FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating one implementation of the system depicted in FIG. 2.
FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating another implementation of the system depicted in FIG. 2.
FIG. 5 illustrates one implementation for a patient site.
FIG. 6 is a general flow diagram for the use and operation of the implementations of FIGS. 2-5.
FIG. 7 is a more detailed block diagram of the patient site depicted in FIG. 5.
FIG. 8 illustrates a particular implementation of a system of the present invention including at least one patient site
of the type shown in FIG. 7.
FIG. 9 is a flow diagram for a medical data acquisition and transmission program for the FIG. 8 system.
FIG. 10 is a flow diagram for displaying data at a recipient Internet site remote from the patient’s site of the FIG. 8
system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0019] A general representation of the system of the present invention as applied to one example of medical data
acquisition and transmission is illustrated in FIG. 1. The present invention also can be used for generating and transferring
other data that can be processed in the manner described below.
[0020] Although only one patient site need be present, typically there will be a plurality of patient sites 2a-2n (the term
"patient" as used herein is not limited to someone who is ill or who is necessarily under a medical provider’s care; it
simply refers to an individual using the present invention in the medical context). These sites are wherever the patient
(or, more broadly, initial user or simply some data generating source) is and has access to a computer and communication
network, which is specifically illustrated as including the Internet 4 in the drawings and in the remainder of the following
description of the present invention (the term "Internet" as used herein encompasses the global computer network
commonly known by that name, any functional part of it suitable for use in the present invention (e.g., the World Wide
Web), and any other suitable global computer network capable of providing the communication link of the present
invention). Also connected to the Internet 4 is at least one remote site 6 with which the patient sites 2a-2n can communicate.
[0021] The remote Internet site(s) 6 can be embodied in various manners; however, two particular types of the preferred
embodiment are represented in FIG. 2. One or more log-on sites 6a are addressed by a patient at his or her site entering
the log-on site’s address. Such a log-on site 6a is the only site a patient need explicitly address from the respective
patient site 2.
[0022] Although the foregoing is the only explicit address a patient need enter, other remote sites can be accessed,
such as illustrated by recipient sites 6b in FIG. 2. In preferred embodiments, such sites are automatically addressed
when data is to be sent from a patient site 2 to an end user. This can occur through a log-on site 6a, but in the illustrated
embodiment of FIG. 2 there are physically and functionally distinct recipient Internet sites.
[0023] A further overview of the foregoing will be described with reference to FIGS. 3-6. A more detailed explanation
will then be given with reference to FIGS. 7-10.
[0024] Referring to FIG. 3, a patient site 2 includes means for sensing a biological function or condition (more broadly,
a data generating source; for example, a device that responds to some ambient parameter by generating a signal
adaptable for use by a computer as described herein). It also includes means, communicating with the means for sensing,
for transferring a response to the sensed biological function or condition over the Internet. The means for sensing includes
at least one sensor 8 suitable for sensing a function or condition of the body of the respective patient. The means for
transferring includes a computer 10 connected to receive signals from the one or more sensors 8 and to access the
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Internet 4.
[0025] In a particular implementation, the sensor 8 includes a hand-held device that is inexpensive and simple to use.
As illustrated in FIG. 5, the sensor 8 includes a heart monitor that provides an audible output signal in response to the
sensed biological function or condition, which in this example is the patient’s heart activity. The patient can hold this
device against his or her chest by hand, this can be done by another person, or the device can be attached to the chest
or held by an elastic strap (for example). The sensor 8 of this implementation in FIG. 5 includes a hand-held transducer
that converts energy from an adjacent beating heart of a patient 12 into an acoustical signal. The acoustical signal can
be detected by a microphone 14 connected to the conventional microphone jack of a personal computer 16 implementing
the computer 10. The term "personal computer" as used in this specification and claims encompasses all types of
computers conventionally referred to by that name regardless of size designation (e.g., desktop, laptop, notebook, hand-
held, palmtop, etc.). Non-limiting examples of sensors are those capable of providing outputs responsive to (1) changes
of electrical potential occurring during the heartbeat to provide ECG data, or (2) brain waves to provide EEG data, or
(3) variations in the size of an organ or limb and in the amount of blood present or passing through it to provide plethys-
mograph data, or (4) galvanic skin resistance.
[0026] It is to be noted that any particular sensor 8 merely needs to provide some signal suitable for inputting to the
computer 10 (thus "data" of the present invention includes anything represented by such signal). The microphone 14 is
used in the embodiment of FIG. 5 to convert the acoustical signal of this embodiment into a corresponding analog electric
signal used by the personal computer 16. The sensor 8 can be a type that provides an electric signal output directly to
the personal computer 16, for example.
[0027] The personal computer 16 in the FIG. 5 implementation is connected to the microphone 14 and includes circuits
and programs to access the Internet 4 and to transfer a representation of the sensor’s output signal over the Internet 4
to a selected Internet site in response to input to the personal computer 16 from the microphone 14. That is, the personal
computer 16 transfers over the Internet 4 data representative of the electric signal received either from the microphone
or other device, such as the sensor 8 itself, into the personal computer 16. The personal computer 16 need be programmed
initially only with conventional programs sufficient to enable the patient or other user at the patient site to access the
Internet 4 through the personal computer 16. This programming can include a conventional web browser. At some point
in the use of the personal computer 16, it is also programmed with a medical data (or other specific type of data as used
for other embodiments) acquisition and transmission program (in broader terms, simply a data acquisition and trans-
mission program). In the preferred embodiment, this program is downloaded into the personal computer 16 from the
log-on site 6a using the web browser. The program can be in any suitable form, such as in the form of an application
"plug-in," a "Java applet," or in a preferred particular implementation an "ActiveX control." The personal computer 16
connects to the Internet 4 by any suitable communication link (e.g., telephone line, television cable).
[0028] The circuitry and programming of the personal computer 16 also ultimately are sufficient to provide it with the
capability to read the input port receiving the signal from the microphone 14 or other input device, to process the input
signal, to access the recipient Internet site to which data is to be transferred, and to send the data to the recipient site
over the Internet.
[0029] Referring to FIG. 3 again, the log-on site 6a in this embodiment includes a computer 18 having the medical
data acquisition and transmission program stored for downloading to a patient site 2. That is, the log-on site 6 of this
implementation is an Internet site addressable from each of the plurality of patient sites such that each patient site can
access the medical data acquisition and transmission program through the Internet site to enable the respective computer
10 (e.g., personal computer 16) at the respective patient site to process received signals from a patient sensor connected
to it and to transmit responsive signals over the Internet 4.
[0030] The log-on site 6 can be implemented in any suitable manner. For example, it can be provided by an existing
Internet service provider which the computer at a patient site accesses when the patient initially logs onto the Internet.
[0031] Still referring to FIG. 3, the recipient site 6b includes a computer 20 programmed to receive data and display
it through a display 22 (e.g., a monitor or printer). In the implementation of FIG. 3, the computer 20 receives the transferred
response over the Internet and directly communicates the information via the display 22. For example, the computer 20
can be located at a medical facility and connected to communicate with the Internet. Such computer is programmed to
receive the response transferred over the Internet and to provide a visible representation of the sensed biological function
or condition.
[0032] Another implementation of a recipient site 6b is illustrated in FIG. 4. In this implementation, the recipient site
6b functions as an intermediary between a patient site and an end user of the data. As shown in FIG. 4, the recipient
site 6b still includes the computer 20, but which is additionally programmed to transfer the data to something other than
the display 22. In FIG. 4, the computer 20 is programmed to communicate the data to a wireless network 24 (but other
communication techniques can be used in other embodiments) that sends the data through its system to a wireless data
receiver and computer combination 26. The wireless system is one that can provide data transmission (e.g., digital
phone systems, such as GSM or CDMA which provide data transmission; two-way paging systems; one-way paging
systems). This type of transfer can occur in accordance with the known technology described in the patents cited in the
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background explanation set forth above, which are incorporated herein by reference. In this implementation, the recipient
computer 20 can be located at a data communication service provider facility. This computer 20 is connected to com-
municate with the Internet 4, and it is programmed to receive at least part of the responsive signals transmitted over the
Internet and to transmit in response thereto end user signals from the recipient computer 20 to an end user. The end
user signals are a representation of the human body function or condition (or other data) as initially sensed by the sensor 8.
[0033] As mentioned above, the log-on site 6a and the recipient site 6b can be combined such that a single site
provides both the medical data acquisition and transmission program to be downloaded to the patient site and also the
programming necessary to receive data and directly display it or transfer it by other means to an end user. This is
illustrated in FIG. 8 which is described below.
[0034] The method of the present invention for the foregoing embodiments is now described with reference to FIG.
6. Using the computer 10 (e.g., personal computer 16) where the patient is located, the Internet site having the medical
data acquisition and transmission program is accessed from the respective patient’s site. Access occurs by the computer
10 at the patient site 2 running its web browser or otherwise gaining access to the Internet 4. Once Internet access has
been gained, the computer 10 accesses the known log-on site where the medical data acquisition and transmission
program is located. This can be the site through which Internet access is gained, or the site containing the medical data
acquisition and transmission program can be different from the Internet portal.
[0035] When the appropriate site has been accessed, identification information (e.g., name, password) is entered
(e.g., manually by the patient or automatically by preprogramming the patient’s computer 10) to enable the computer
10 at the patient site 2 to select and download the medical data acquisition and transmission program. When the
appropriate information has been given to the log-on site 6a in the illustrated embodiments of FIGS. 3 and 4, the medical
data acquisition and transmission program downloads to, or otherwise becomes accessible for use by, the computer 10
at the patient site 2.
[0036] The medical data acquisition and transmission program preferably downloads in active mode so that it is ready
to perform the functions at the patient site 2 without the patient having to perform functions other than manipulating the
sensor to sense the biological function or condition to be transmitted to the computer 10 at the patient site. In the
implementation of FIG. 5, the patient 12 holds the heart monitor 8 against his or her chest. The heart monitor 8 responds
to the beating heart by generating corresponding acoustical signals transmitted to the microphone 14. The microphone
14 converts the signals to analog electric signals communicated to the personal computer 16 programmed with the
downloaded medical data acquisition and transmission program. In using the medical data acquisition and transmission
program, the personal computer 16 receives the signals, processes the received signals, and transmits medical data
signals onto the Internet 4 in response.
[0037] Transmitting over the Internet 4 to a recipient site 6b includes accessing a second Internet site from the computer
10 and transmitting patient data over the Internet to the accessed second Internet site 6b, both under control of the
medical data acquisition and transmission program used by the computer 10.
[0038] In addition to the foregoing which is illustrated in FIG. 6, the method of the present invention can further comprise
receiving, over the Internet, the transmitted medical data signals at a recipient site. As explained above, this can be any
suitable site, such as a medical facility or a data communication service provider facility. The former would typically be
an end user of the data whereas the latter would typically be an intermediary that transfers the data onto an end user.
As explained above with reference to FIG. 4, such could include transmitting, from the data communication server
provider facility to an end user, end user signals responsive to the received medical data signals. In FIG. 4, this includes
transmitting the medical data signals through the wireless data network 24.
[0039] When the data is received by the end user, a display is generated in response to a received signal. The display
is a representation of the transduced human body function or condition. In the example of a heart monitor implementing
the sensor 8, the display can be a waveform corresponding to the detected heart beat energy. This display can be by
way of a computer monitor or printer or other display device.
[0040] The method of the present invention can also be defined as comprising distributing by any suitable means
(e.g., through direct mail, at physicians’ offices) at least one sensor to each patient. For example, this includes distributing
to a plurality of patients respective portable heart monitoring devices that the respective patients can hold against their
chests without assistance. Each sensor can be marked with indicia defining the address of the Internet site of the log-
on site 6a. In the preferred embodiments of FIGS. 3 and 4, this can include the World Wide Web address for the respective
log-on site 6a that one or more of the patients is to access to download the medical data acquisition and transmission
program.
[0041] The method further comprises maintaining the medical data acquisition and transmission program at the Internet
site which is accessible by the patients such that the patients can use the medical data acquisition and transmission
program to control their respective computers to receive and process signals from the patients’ respective sensors and
to transmit medical data onto the Internet in response. Use of the program is made by accessing the Internet site using
a web browser program or other suitable programming loaded on the computer at the location of the patient.
[0042] Maintaining the medical data acquisition and transmission program includes storing the program in a computer
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at the Internet site 6a for FIGS. 3 and 4. The method can further comprise storing in the computer at the Internet site a
database of potential recipients of the medical data, wherein the database is also accessible by each patient such that
each patient can identify from the potential recipients at least one selected recipient to receive the medical data for that
patient.
[0043] One way of getting the information to the end users is to distribute to a plurality of physicians receivers for
receiving at least portions of the medical data transmitted over the Internet. The receivers (which may also have trans-
mitting capability can include pagers connected to palmtop computers such as referred to in the patents mentioned in
the background portion of this specification and incorporated herein by reference.
[0044] A more detailed explanation of the foregoing will next be given with reference to FIGS. 7-10.
[0045] FIG. 7 shows a particular implementation of the components generally identified in FIG. 5. This includes the
sensor 8, the microphone 14 and the personal computer 16. The sensor 8 provides an acoustical signal in simultaneous
response to a biological function or condition, namely a beating heart in the illustrated implementation. The microphone
14 is located with the sensor 8 to receive the acoustical signal as the signal is provided from the sensor 8. The personal
computer 16 is connected to the microphone and is adapted to transfer over the Internet, in real-time response to the
microphone receiving the acoustical signal, electric signals representative of the received acoustical signal.
[0046] The sensor 8 of the FIG. 7 implementation includes a device 30 that converts the beating heart energy into
electric signals. This can be by conventional electrocardiogram (ECG) electrodes as represented in FIG. 7 or other
suitable device (e.g., a suitable piezoelectric device). The electric signals generated by the device 30 are amplified
through an amplifier 32. The output of the amplifier 32 is processed through a voltage to frequency converter 34 to
provide an alternating current signal that drives a speaker 36 to emit the acoustical signal directed toward the microphone
14.
[0047] The microphone 14 converts the acoustical signal into an analog electric signal conducted through a connected
microphone jack 38 of the personal computer 16. The microphone jack 38 connects to the input of an analog to digital
converter circuit 40 in the personal computer 16. The circuit 40 interfaces the microphone to the computer by converting
the analog signal from the microphone 14 to a digital signal that can be used by a microprocessor circuit 42. The
microprocessor circuit 42 is connected to a mouse 44, a keyboard 46, and a display 48. The microprocessor circuit 42
also communicates with an Internet connection 50, such as a coupling to a telephone line (e.g., a modem).
[0048] The analog to digital converter circuit 40 preferably provides at least eight-bit resolution and samples at 8,000
or more samples per second; this can be implemented with conventional technology, one example of which is a SOUND
BLASTER brand sound card from Creative Labs. The microprocessor circuit 42 is also conventional, but preferably has
a microprocessor nominally rated at least 20 megahertz. It also includes suitable memory for program storage and
processing functions (e.g., typically both read only memory and random access memory). The programming of such
memory is also conventional prior to loading the medical data acquisition and transmission program referred to above.
This conventional programming can include, for example, a Windows operating system and a compatible web browser,
such as Microsoft’s INTERNET EXPLORER program or Netscape’s NAVIGATOR program. Thus, the foregoing, and
the other components illustrated in FIG. 7, can be implemented with conventional devices.
[0049] With the equipment of FIG. 7, shown in simplified blocks in FIG. 8, a patient at the site of the sensor 8, microphone
14 and personal computer 16 uses the web browser stored in the personal computer 16 to log onto the Internet. Typically
this occurs through whatever Internet service provider the patient uses. Non-limiting examples include America On-Line
and AT&T Worldnet. Once logged onto the Internet through his or her Internet service provider, the patient types in the
address of the Internet site containing the medical data acquisition and transmission program if it is not available at the
Internet service provider site. For example, for the illustration in FIG. 8, the patient enters the address "http//www.da-
tacritical.com". The home page of datacritical.com appears on the display 48 of the personal computer 16. Through this
home page, the patient downloads or otherwise accesses the medical data acquisition and transmission program. In
one example, the datacritical.com home page contains a link that the patient selects to go to a page from which the
program is downloaded. This linked page includes patient identification entry spaces, such as calling for the patient’s
unique password, to enable only a registered patient to download the program if such registry is desired to permit
someone to download the program.
[0050] An example of a medical data acquisition and transmission program that is downloaded to the patient’s computer
16 is appended at the end of this specification. The program can be of any suitable language and type to enable the
implementation of the present invention; however, non-limiting examples include a program in ActiveX, or Java, or a
plug-in module. Preferably the program is downloaded in an active mode so that the patient does not need to do anything
to actuate the program to receive the medical data and to process it for display locally or transmission onto the Internet.
[0051] With the downloaded program running, an acoustical signal is generated at the patient site in response to the
biological function or condition of the individual being monitored. This includes the heart monitor for the illustration of
FIGS. 7 and 8. The acoustical signal is received in the microphone 14 near the individual. The microphone 14 converts
the acoustical signal into an analog electric signal. The analog electric signal is communicated from the microphone 14
to the analog to digital conversion circuit 40 where it is converted to a digital electric signal. The digital electric signal is
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processed in the microprocessor circuit 42 of the personal computer 16 under control of the medical data acquisition
and transmission program that has been downloaded and is actively running. The program can then display to the
individual, through the display 48 of the personal computer 16, a representation of the individual’s biological function or
condition in response to which the acoustical signal was generated. The medical data acquisition and transmission
program can also transmit the data onto the Internet. In the illustration of FIG. 8, the data is transmitted to datacritical.com
where it can be stored in a searchable database and transmitted to an end user. Preferably the transmission to the end
user occurs contemporaneously with the foregoing steps so that there is real-time transmission of the data from the time
the biological function or condition of the individual was sensed to the time it is received by the end user. Thus, once
the program has been downloaded into the personal computer 16, preferably the subsequent steps from sensing the
condition through display to the individual at the patient’s site or transmission to an end user are performed together in
real time. The data downloaded to the end user can also be stored in the end user’s computer for later retrieval. Thus,
the medical information derived from the sensing activity can be useful both for clinical purposes by an end user medical
care provider as well as for providing self-knowledge benefits for the patient, such as in monitoring his or her own
biological functions or conditions.
[0052] A flow diagram of a preferred embodiment of the medical data acquisition and transmission program downloaded
to the personal computer 16 is illustrated in FIG. 9, and the source code is listed at the end of this specification before
the claims. The program is an ActiveX control in combination with an HTML page which collects, filters and displays a
user’s ECG waveform and heart rate. When the control is embedded in a web page (e.g., at datacritical.com in the FIG.
8 illustration), it is downloaded to the user’s personal computer 16 and configured to record ECG data from the microphone
14 connected to the personal computer 16 and to display the ECG waveform in the browser window of the personal
computer 16. Configuration of the control is achieved via HTML "Param" tags. The control is embedded in an HTML
page via the "Object" tag-this tells the browser to load the control. After the "Object" tag, and the name of the control,
come the "Param" tags which provide values for named parameters of the control. For example, in the appended program
listing there is a parameter called "Microphone_Not_Server," and the Param statement looks like:
<PARAM NAME = "Microphone_Not_Server" VALUE = "1">
[0053] This statement initializes the control to listen for data at the microphone.
[0054] The browser-loaded control can also stream, across the Internet, demodulated ECG data to a redisplay server
at a recipient site if one is available. The redisplay server also contains a control program (see FIG. 10 and program
listing) that processes the forwarded ECG data.
[0055] When the program of FIG. 9 operates in the personal computer 16 at a patient’s site, the data source in this
implementation referring to FIGS. 7-10 is an 8 kilohertz pulse code modulated (PCM) ECG signal received from the
analog to digital converter circuit 40 in response to the acoustical signal sensed by the microphone 14. When the control
is contained in a redisplay server, the data source is demodulated ECG data that has been sent from the personal
computer 16 over the Internet to the redisplay server (or from the personal computer to datacritical.com and then to the
redisplay server via the Internet or a paging network, for example).
[0056] In the flow diagram of FIG. 9, once the control has been downloaded to the user’s personal computer, it is
configured via an HTML "Param" tag to collect data from the microphone as input through the analog to digital converter
circuit 40 as explained above. The control may also be configured to connect to a redisplay server via another "Param"
tag in the manner described above. The control then receives a "draw yourself’ event from Windows. The first time this
event is received, the control starts listening for data on the microphone.
[0057] Upon receiving data from the microphone, the control demodulates the data from 8 kilohertz pulse code mod-
ulated to 200 hertz ECG samples. If a redisplay server is specified, the control streams the new, demodulated samples
to the server over the Internet.
[0058] Once the ECG data has been demodulated, it is filtered based upon the filtering level set in a "Param" tag on
the web page. Filtering levels are as listed in FIG. 9 (low pass filter, high pass filter, derivative filter, square filter).
[0059] The most recent two seconds worth of filtered data is then scanned for QRS complexes to determine the user’s
heart rate in beats per minute. The software fires a Windows "my view has changed" event, which causes Windows to
call the control’s "OnDraw" routine such that "OnDraw" updates the screen 48 of the personal computer 16 with the
latest ECG waveform and heart rate.
[0060] Referring to FIG. 10, in a redisplay server, the program enables the server to listen at a known port for incoming
demodulated ECG samples from a remote site. When samples are received, the server passes them to the control’s
filtering routine as described above. The same chain of events then occurs: the samples are filtered, QRS detection is
executed, and the waveform is updated to the remote server’s window.
[0061] Thus, the present invention is well adapted to carry out the objects and attain the ends and advantages mentioned
above as well as those inherent therein. While preferred embodiments of the invention have been described for the
purpose of this disclosure, changes in the construction and arrangement of parts and the performance of steps can be
made by those skilled in the art, which changes are encompassed within the scope of this invention as defined by the
appended claims.
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Claims

1. A system for generating and transferring medical data in real time, comprising:

a sensor (8) operable to provide an acoustical signal in simultaneous response to a biological function or
condition;
a microphone (14), located with the sensor, to receive the acoustical signal as the acoustical signal is provided
from the sensor; and
a computer (16) connected to the microphone and adapted to transfer over the Internet, in real-time response
to the microphone receiving the acoustical signal, electric signals representative of the received acoustical
signal to a recipient computer (18,20) located at a data communication service provider facility.

2. A system as defined in claim 1, wherein the sensor (8) includes a hand-held transducer (30) that converts energy
from an adjacent beating heart of a patient into the acoustical signal.

3. A system as defined in claim 2 wherein the computer (16) is a personal computer including: a microprocessor circuit
(42) that has a microprocessor which operates at a nominal speed of at least twenty megahertz, and a microphone
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interface circuit (40) connected to the microphone (14) and the microprocessor circuit.

4. A system as defined in claims 1 to 3, wherein the personal computer (16) is programmed with a web browser and
a medical data acquisition and transmission program.

5. A system as defined in claim 4 when dependent from claim 3, wherein the medical data acquisition and transmission
program is downloaded into the personal computer (16) from an Internet site accessed using the web browser.

6. A system as defined in claim 4 when dependent from claim 1, wherein the medical data acquisition and transmission
program is from an Internet site accessed using the web browser.

7. A method of generating and transferring medical data in real time, the method comprising:

operating a sensor (8) to provide an acoustical signal in simultaneous response to a biological function or
condition;
receiving the acoustical signal at a microphone (14) as the acoustical signal is provided from the sensor; and
operating a computer (16) connected to the microphone to transfer over the Internet, in real-time response to
the microphone receiving the acoustical signal, electrical signals representative of the received acoustical signal
to a recipient computer (18,20) located a data communication service provider facility.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein operating the sensor (8) comprises operating a hand held transducer (30) that
converts energy from an adjacent beating heart of a patient into the acoustical signal.

9. The method of claim 7, wherein operating the personal computer (16) comprises operating a web browser and a
medical data acquisition and transmission program.

10. The method of claim 9, comprising downloading into the personal computer (16) or accessing the medical data
acquisition and transmission program from an Internet site using the web browser.

Patentansprüche

1. System zum Erzeugen und Übertragen medizinischer Daten in Echtzeit, aufweisend:

einen Sensor (8), der geeignet ist, um in simultaner Reaktion auf eine biologische Funktion oder Bedingung
ein akustisches Signal auszugeben;
ein zusammen mit dem Sensor angeordnetes Mikrofon (14) zum Empfangen des akustischen Signals, während
das akustische Signal von dem Sensor ausgegeben wird; und
ein mit dem Mikrofon verbundener Computer (16), der dazu eingerichtet ist, auf das das akustische Signal
empfangende Mikrofon ansprechend elektrische Signale, die das empfangene akustische Signal kennzeichnen,
in Echtzeit über das Internet an einen Empfängercomputer (18, 20) zu übertragen, der bei einer Einrichtung
eines Datenübertragungs-Serviceproviders angeordnet ist.

2. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Sensor (8) einen von Hand gehaltenen Wandler (30) enthält, der Energie, die
von dem benachbarten schlagenden Herzen eines Patienten ausgeht, in das akustische Signal umwandelt.

3. System nach Anspruch 2, bei dem der Computer (16) ein PC ist, zu dem gehören: ein Mikroprozessorschaltkreis
(42), der einen Mikroprozessor, der bei einer nominalen Geschwindigkeit von wenigstens zwanzig Megahertz ar-
beitet, und einen Mikrofonschnittstellenschaltkreis (40) aufweist, der an das Mikrofon (14) und den Mikroprozessor-
schaltkreis (42) angeschlossen ist.

4. System gemäß den Ansprüchen 1 bis 3, wobei der PC (16) mit einem Webbrowser und einem medizinischen
Datenakquisitions- und Übertragungsprogramm programmiert ist.

5. System nach Anspruch 4, soweit abhängig von Anspruch 3, wobei das medizinische Datenakquisitions- und Über-
tragungsprogramm zu dem PC (16) von einer Internet-Site heruntergeladen wird, auf die mittels des Webbrowsers
zugegriffen wird.
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6. System nach Anspruch 4, soweit abhängig von Anspruch 1, wobei das medizinische Datenakquisitions- und Über-
tragungsprogramm von einer Internet-Site stammt, auf die mittels des Webbrowsers zugegriffen wird.

7. Verfahren zur Erzeugen und Übertragen medizinischer Daten in Echtzeit, wobei das Verfahren die Schritte aufweist:

Bedienen eines Sensors (8), um in simultaner Reaktion auf eine biologische Funktion oder Bedingung ein
akustisches Signal zu erzeugen;
Empfangen des akustischen Signals bei einem Mikrofon (14), während das akustische Signal von dem Sensor
ausgegeben wird; und
Bedienen eines Computers (16), der mit dem Mikrofon verbundenen ist, um auf das das akustische Signal
empfangende Mikrofon ansprechend elektrische Signale, die das empfangene akustische Signal kennzeichnen,
in Echtzeit über das Internet an einen Empfängercomputer (18,20) zu übertragen, der bei einer Einrichtung
eines Datenübertragungs-Serviceproviders angeordnet ist.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei zu der Bedienung des Sensors (8) der Schritt gehört, einen von Hand gehaltenen
Wandler (30) zu bedienen, der Energie, die von dem benachbarten schlagenden Herzen eines Patienten ausgeht,
in das akustische Signal umwandelt.

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei zu der Bedienung des PC (16) der Schritt gehört, einen Webbrowser und ein
medizinisches Datenakquisitions- und Übertragungsprogramm zu bedienen.

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 9, zu dem der Schritt gehört, das medizinische Datenakquisitions- und Übertragungspro-
gramm von einer Internet-Site mittels des webbrowsers auf den PC (16) herunterzuladen oder darauf zuzugreifen.

Revendications

1. Système pour générer et transférer des données médicales en temps réel, comprenant :

un capteur (8) utilisable pour fournir un signal acoustique en réponse simultanée à une fonction ou condition
biologique ;
un microphone (14), situé avec le capteur, pour recevoir le signal acoustique quand le signal acoustique est
fourni par le capteur ; et
un ordinateur (16) connecté au microphone et adapté pour transférer par Internet, en réponse en temps réel à
la réception du signal acoustique par le microphone, des signaux électriques représentatifs du signal acoustique
reçu vers un ordinateur destinataire (18, 20) situé dans un organisme de fournisseur de services de communi-
cation de données.

2. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le capteur (8) comprend un transducteur à main (30) qui convertit
l’énergie provenant du coeur battant d’un patient voisin en ledit signal acoustique.

3. Système selon la revendication 2, dans lequel l’ordinateur (16) est un ordinateur personnel comprenant un circuit
à microprocesseur (42) qui comporte un microprocesseur qui fonctionne à une vitesse nominale d’au moins vingt
mégahertz, et un circuit d’interface de microphone (40) connecté au microphone (14) et au circuit à microprocesseur.

4. Système selon les revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel l’ordinateur personnel (16) est programmé avec un navigateur
Web et un programme d’acquisition et de transmission de données médicales.

5. Système selon la revendication 4 lorsqu’elle dépend de la revendication 3, dans lequel le programme d’acquisition
et de transmission de données médicales est téléchargé dans l’ordinateur personnel (16) à partir d’un site Internet
atteint en employant le navigateur Web.

6. Système selon la revendication 4 lorsqu’elle dépend de la revendication 1, dans lequel le programme d’acquisition
et de transmission de données médicales provient d’un site Internet atteint en employant le navigateur Web.

7. Procédé pour générer et transférer des données médicales en temps réel, le procédé comprenant les opérations
consistant à :
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faire fonctionner un capteur (8) pour fournir un signal acoustique en réponse simultanée à une fonction ou
condition biologique ;
recevoir le signal acoustique dans un microphone (14) quand le signal acoustique est fourni par le capteur ; et
faire fonctionner un ordinateur (16) connecté au microphone pour transférer par Internet, en réponse en temps
réel à la réception du signal acoustique par le microphone, des signaux électriques représentatifs du signal
acoustique reçu vers un ordinateur destinataire (18, 20) situé dans un organisme de fournisseur de services
de communication de données.

8. Procédé selon la revendication 7, dans lequel l’utilisation du capteur (8) comprend le fait de faire fonctionner un
transducteur à main (30) qui convertit l’énergie provenant du coeur battant d’un patient voisin en ledit signal acous-
tique.

9. Procédé selon la revendication 7, dans lequel l’utilisation de l’ordinateur personnel (16) comprend le fait d’employer
un navigateur Web et un programme d’acquisition et de transmission de données médicales.

10. Procédé selon la revendication 9, comprenant le fait de télécharger dans l’ordinateur personnel (16) ou d’accéder
au programme d’acquisition et de transmission de données médicales à partir d’un site Internet en utilisant le
navigateur Web.
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