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Description

BACKGROUD OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an automatic
image data transfer system. More specifically, the
present invention relates to an automatic image data
transfer system having a network comprising identifica-
tion information registration terminals for registering
identification information of sheets on which images are
or were recorded and an image data reading apparatus
for reading image data from the sheets.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Radiation image recording/reproducing sys-
tems using stimulable phosphor have been known (Jap-
anese unexamined Patent Publication Nos. 55(1980)-
12429, 56(1981)-11395, and 56(1981)-11397, for exam-
ple). Stimulable phosphor stores a portion of energy of
radiation (such as x-rays, α rays, β rays, γ rays, electron
rays, and ultraviolet rays) irradiated thereon and emits a
phosphorescent light in accordance with the stored radi-
ation energy upon exposure to an excitation light such
as a visible light. In a radiation image recording/repro-
ducing system, radiation image information of a subject
such as a human body is recorded in a stimulable phos-
phor sheet having a stimulable phosphor layer, and the
excitation light such as a laser beam is irradiated on the
sheet to have the sheet to emit the phosphorescent light.
The phosphorescent light is photoelectrically read to ob-
tain an image signal, and a radiation image of the subject
based on the image signal is output as a visible image
on a recording medium such as a photosensitive material
or on a display device such as a CRT display unit.
[0003] In such a radiation image recording/reproduc-
ingsystem, a photographing apparatus for recording a
radiation image on a stimulable phosphor sheet and an
image data reading apparatus for reading image data
from the sheet having the radiation image recorded there-
in may be installed in separate housings.
[0004] In alarge-scale or medium-scale hospital, it is
often the case that a plurality of photographing rooms is
used and each of the rooms has a radiation image pho-
tographing apparatus. However, the number of reading
apparatuses for reading image data from sheets having
radiation images of patients is generally less than the
number of the photographing apparatuses, since the
reading apparatuses are expensive. Therefore, a sheet
after photographing is brought from one of the photo-
graphing rooms (photographing apparatuses) to the clos-
est reading apparatus for image data reading. A visible
image represented by the image data that have been
read is displayed on a monitor installed together with the
reading apparatus or on a monitor for centralized man-
agement. In thi s manner, a state of the image is con-

firmed. In other words, images photographed by the plu-
rality of photographing apparatuses are confirmed by us-
ing only one monitor.
[0005] A similar system is disclosed in the U.S. Patent
4, 739, 480.
[0006] However, confirmation of the images photo-
graphed by the photographing apparatuses on only one
monitor may cause confusion regarding which image has
been photographed in which room, since the images pho-
tographed in the rooms (apparatuses) are collectively
managed on the monitor. Furthermore, in the case where
a plurality of radiological technicians is respectively in
charge of the photographing rooms, the radiological tech-
nicians may confuse the images of that he or she is re-
sponsible for.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] The object of the present invention is therefore
to provide an automatic image data transfer system for
enabling confirmation of images photographed by a plu-
rality of photographing apparatuses without confusion.
[0008] An automatic image data transfer system of the
present invention is a system comprising the features of
claim 1.
[0009] Preferred embodiments are defined by the de-
pendent claims.
[0010] Each pair of the identification information reg-
istration terminal and the image display means corre-
sponding thereto may be installed either in separate
housings or in one housing.
[0011] The image data reading apparatus reads the
identification information attached to the sheet set there-
in, and inquires each of the identification information reg-
istration terminals about whether or not the terminal reg-
istered the identification information of the sheet. In re-
sponse to a reply from the terminal that registered the
identification information, the image data reading appa-
ratus transfers the image data to the image display
means corresponding to the terminal that registered the
identification information.
[0012] Furthermore, the image data reading apparatus
may read the identification information attached to the
sheet set therein and inquires a predetermined one of
the terminals about which of the terminals registered the
identification information. In response to a reply from the
predetermined terminal, the reading apparatus transfers
the image data to the image display means correspond-
ing to the terminal that registered the identification infor-
mation. In the case where the predetermined terminal
registered the identification information, the predeter-
mined terminal replies to the image data reading appa-
ratus with this fact. In the case where the predetermined
terminal is not the terminal that registered the identifica-
tion information, the predetermined terminal inquires the
other terminals about which of the terminals registered
the identification information, and replies to the image
data reading apparatus which of the terminals registered
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the information, in response to a reply from the terminal
that registered the identification information.
[0013] In the automatic image data transfer system of
the present invention, each of the identification informa-
tion registration terminals preferably registers informa-
tion regarding the subject and relates the information on
the subject with the identification information regarding
the sheet in which the image of the subject is recorded.
[0014] According to the automatic image data transfer
system of the present invention, the image data recorded
in the sheet by each of the photographing apparatuses
is read by the image data reading apparatus, and the
image data are automatically transferred to the image
display means corresponding to the identification infor-
mation registration terminal that registered the identifica-
tion information regarding the sheet. Therefore, the im-
age data can be confirmed on the image display means
corresponding to the terminal that registered the infor-
mation, that is, on the image display means correspond-
ing to the photographing apparatus that used the sheet.
In this manner, confusion caused by collective manage-
ment of images photographed by the plurality of photo-
graphing apparatuses can be prevented, which is con-
venient for radiological technicians.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015]

Figure 1 is a diagram showing a layout of appara-
tuses in a CR system;
Figure 2 is a diagram showing a configuration of an
embodiment of an image data transfer system of the
present invention in the CR system;
Figure 3 is a diagram showing how image data are
transferred in the image data transfer system;
Figure 4 is another diagram showing how the image
data are transferred in the image data transfer sys-
tem;
Figure 5 is still another diagram showing how the
image data are transferred in the image data transfer
system; and
Figure 6 is a diagram showing a configuration of an-
other embodiment of the image data transfer system
of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0016] Hereinafter, embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be explained with reference to the accompanying
drawings. Figure 1 shows a layout of a CR (Computed
Radiography) system used in a hospital. The CR system
records a radiation image in a stimulable phosphor sheet
and obtains an image signal (image data) by photoelec-
tric conversion of a phosphorescent light emitted and
read from the sheet upon scanning of the sheet with an
excitation light. Figure 2 is a diagram showing a config-
uration of an image data transfer system of the present

invention, and Figures 3 to 5 show how the image data
are transferred in the image data transfer system.
[0017] As shown in Figure 1, a hospital 20 has four
photographing rooms 1A to 1D facing a corridor 21, and
photographing apparatuses 2A to 2D are respectively
placed in the photographing rooms. Each of the photo-
graphing apparatuses 2A to 2D records a radiation image
of a subject, that is, a radiation image of a predetermined
portion of a patient’s body, in a stimulable phosphor
sheet. In the photographing rooms, information registra-
tion terminals 3A to 3D are respectively placed in com-
bination with monitors 4A to 4D corresponding to the re-
spective terminals as image display means for image
confirmation. Each of the information registration termi-
nals registers patient information and a bar code used
as sheet identification information attached to the sheet.
The monitors 4A to 4D may be installed separately from
the corresponding information registration terminals 3A
to 3D, or used as the monitors attached to the corre-
sponding terminals. In this example, the monitors 4A to
4D are respectively attached to the information registra-
tion terminals 3A to 3D. An image data reading apparatus
10 is placed outside the photographing rooms 1A to 1D
in a separate corridor. The image data reading apparatus
10 accepts the sheet after photographing by any one of
the photographing apparatuses 2A to 2D, and scans the
sheet with the excitation light to obtain the image data
by photoelectric conversion of the phosphorescent light
emitted and read from the sheet upon scanning. As has
been described above, the CR system therefore com-
prises the photographing apparatuses 2A to 2D, the in-
formation registration terminals 3A to 3D, the monitors
4A to 4D, and the image data reading apparatus 10.
[0018] In the CR system shown in Figure 1, the infor-
mation registration terminals 3A to 3D in the photograph-
ing rooms 1A to 1D and the monitors 4A to 4D attached
thereto are connected to the image data reading appa-
ratus 10 via a network 15 as shown in Figure 2, and com-
prise the image data transfer system of the present in-
vention. An image processing apparatus and an image
output apparatus that are not shown are also connected
to the network 15, and the image data obtained by the
image data reading apparatus 10 are appropriately trans-
ferred to the image processing apparatus and the image
output apparatus.
[0019] The operation in this embodiment will be ex-
plained next.
[0020] A patient enters one of the photographing
rooms along one of arrows shown in Figure 1. Meanwhile,
a radiological technician registers, with the information
registration terminal therein, patient information K of the
patient as a subject and identification information I of the
stimulable phosphor sheet in which the radiation image
of the patient is recorded. In this example, photographing
is carried out by using the photographing apparatus 2A
in the photographing room 1A, and the patient informa-
tion K and the identification information I is registered
with the information registration terminal 3A correspond-
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ing to the photographing apparatus 2A. The patient in-
formation K may be registered by being input from a key-
board, or by being read from a patient ID card. The iden-
tification information I is registered by reading the bar
code attached to the sheet. The patient information K is
related to the identification information I and the informa-
tion (K-I) is transferred to the image data reading appa-
ratus 10.
[0021] The radiation image is photographed by setting
the sheet in the photographing apparatus 2A. The radi-
ation image may be photographed before or after the
registration of the information. Therefore, in this example,
the patient information K and the identification informa-
tion I of the sheet having the radiation image recorded
therein may be registered with the registration terminal
3A after the radiation image is photographed. A photo-
graphing condition for the body portion may also be reg-
istered together with the patient information K, for exam-
ple.
[0022] After the photographing, the radiological tech-
nician takes out the sheet from the photographing appa-
ratus 2A and sets the sheet in the image data reading
apparatus 10. The sheet may be inserted into the reading
apparatus 10 together with a cassette storing the sheet
therein.
[0023] The image data reading apparatus 10 reads im-
age data s representing the image recorded in the sheet.
At this time, the reading apparatus 10 recognizes the
identification information I of the sheet by reading the bar
code attached to the sheet. The image data S read from
the sheet are stored while being linked to the patient in-
formation K, based on the patient information K and the
identification information I transferred from the informa-
tion registration terminal 3A.
[0024] As shown in Figure 3, the image data reading
apparatus 10 sends an inquiry i1 to each of the informa-
tion registration terminals 3A to 3D about whether or not
the terminal registered the identification information I, in
order to transfer the image data S to the monitor corre-
sponding to the information registration terminal which
registered the identification information I.
[0025] Each of the information registration terminals
3A to 3D sends a reply to the reading apparatus 10, in
response to the inquiry i1 from the reading apparatus 10.
[0026] The reading apparatus 10 receives the replies
from the terminals 3A to 3D, and recognizes that the iden-
tification information I was registered with the terminal
3A, based on the replies indicating that the terminal 3A
registered the information I while the other terminals 3B
to 3D did not. The reading apparatus 10 then transfers
the image data S to the monitor 4A of the terminal 3A.
[0027] A visible image of the image data S is displayed
on the monitor 4A, and the radiological technician con-
firms the image. In other words, the radiological techni-
cian can confirm the image represented by the image
data S on the monitor 4A installed corresponding to the
photographing apparatus 2A by which the radiation im-
age represented by the image data S was photographed.

[0028] If the radiological technician judges the image
is appropriate as a result of confirmation, the image data
S stored in the reading apparatus 10 and the patient in-
formation K are transferred together to the image
processing apparatus (not shown). In the case where the
image is not appropriate, photographing is carried out
again, for example.
[0029] In the above example, the image data reading
apparatus 10 inquires the terminals 3A to 3D about the
identification information I that has been read. However,
the reading apparatus 10 may inquire one of the termi-
nals, which has been predetermined, so that the prede-
termined terminal can further inquire the other terminals
about the identification information.
[0030] In this case, the image data reading apparatus
10 has been set to inquire the predetermined terminal
3B, for example, as shown in Figure 4. The image data
reading apparatus 10 sends an inquiry i2 to the terminal
3B about which of the terminals registered the identifica-
tion information I regarding the sheet from which the im-
age data S have been read.
[0031] If the identification information was registered
with the terminal 3B, the terminal 3B replies to the reading
apparatus 10 with information to this effect. Otherwise,
the terminal 3B sends an inquiry i3 to the other terminals
3A, 3C, and 3D about which of the terminals registered
the identification information I.
[0032] The terminals 3A, 3C, and 3D respectively reply
to the terminal 3B whether or not the terminal registered
the identification information, in response to the inquiry
i3 from the terminal 3B. In this example, the terminal 3A
registered the identification information I, and the termi-
nal 3A sends to the terminal 3B the reply that it has reg-
istered the information.
[0033] In response to the replies, the terminal 3B sends
to the image data reading apparatus 10 a reply "a" shown
in Figure 4 indicating that the identification information I
was registered with the terminal 3A.
[0034] The reading apparatus 10 receives the reply "a"
and recognizes that the information I was registered with
the terminal 3A. The reading apparatus 10 then sends
the image data S to the monitor 4A of the terminal 3A.
[0035] As has been described above, the visible image
of the image data s can be displayed on the monitor 4A.
[0036] The reading apparatus 10 may also recognize
which of the terminals has registered the identification
information I without inquiring any of the terminals.
[0037] In this case, the terminals 3A to 3D transfer
identifiers (such as addresses) of the respective termi-
nals to the image data reading apparatus 10 when the
respective terminals send to the image data reading ap-
paratus 10 the information (K-I) having the patient infor-
mation K and the identification information I, which are
related to each other, as shown in Figure 5. In this ex-
ample, the terminal 3A sends to the reading apparatus
10 a self-identifier A in relation to the identification infor-
mation I and the patient information K. The image data
reading apparatus 10 recognizes that the identification
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information I was registered with the terminal 3A, based
on the identification information I of the sheet from which
the image data S have been read and the self-identifier
A of the terminal 3A in relation to the identification infor-
mation I transferred from the terminal 3A.
[0038] As has been described above, the image data
reading apparatus 10 can recognize that the terminal 3A
registered the identification information I without inquiring
any one of the terminals, and transfers the image data S
to the monitor 4A corresponding to the terminal 3A to
display the visible image represented by the image data
s.
[0039] In the above embodiment, the number of the
reading apparatus 10 is one. However, the number of
image data reading apparatuses connected to the net-
work may be more than one, and the image data can be
transferred from the respective reading apparatus as in
the above example.
[0040] In other words, as shown in Figure 6, image
data reading apparatuses 10A and 10B may be connect-
ed to a network 15. Either of the image data reading ap-
paratus may read image data from a sheet in which the
image data have been recorded by any one of photo-
graphing apparatuses, and the reading apparatus that
has read the image data from the sheet recognizes one
of terminals that registered sheet identification informa-
tion by using any one of the methods described above.
In this manner, the image data are transferred to a mon-
itor corresponding to the terminal that registered the iden-
tification information.
[0041] In the above embodiment, the stimulable phos-
phor sheet is used as the sheet in which the image is
recorded. However, the sheet is not limited to the stim-
ulable phosphor sheet in the present invention, and any
sheet that records or has recorded an image therein can
be used in the present invention.

Claims

1. An automatic image data transfer system compris-
ing:

a plurality of identification information registra-
tion terminals (3A-3D) respectively correspond-
ing to a plurality of photographing apparatuses
(2A-2D) each of which records an image of a
subject on a predetermined sheet, each of the
identification information registration terminals
(3A-3D) registering identification information (I)
of the sheet used by a corresponding one of the
photographing apparatuses;
a plurality of image display means (4A-4D) re-
spectively corresponding to the identification in-
formation registration terminals (3A-3D); and
an image data reading apparatus (10; 10A, 10B)
for reading image data representing the image
from the sheet after the sheet having the image

recorded therein is set in the reading apparatus
(10; 10A, 10B);
the identification information registration termi-
nals (3A-3D), the image display means (4A-4D),
and the image data reading apparatus (10) be-
ing connected by a network (15), wherein
the image data reading apparatus (10, 10A, 10b)
recognizes the identification information (I) of
the sheet and automatically transfers the image
data read from the sheet to the one image dis-
play means (4A-4D) among the plurality of im-
age display means corresponding to the identi-
fication information registration terminal (3A-
3D) which registered the identification informa-
tion of the sheet.

2. An automatic image data transfer system as defined
in Claim 1, wherein the image data reading appara-
tus (10; 10A, 10B) reads the identification informa-
tion attached to the sheet set therein, then inquires
each of the identification information registration ter-
minals (3A-3D) about whether or not the identifica-
tion information registration terminal registered the
identification information regarding the sheet, and
transfers the image data to the one image display
means (4A-4D) corresponding to the terminal (3A-
3D) that registered the identification information, in
response to a reply from the terminal that registered
the identification information.

3. An automatic image data transfer system as defined
in claim 1, wherein the image data reading apparatus
(10; 10A, 10B) reads the identification information
attached to the sheet set therein, then inquires a pre-
determined one of the identification information reg-
istration terminals (3A-3D) about which of the termi-
nals registered the identification information, and
transfers the image data to the one image display
means (4A-4D) corresponding to the terminal that
registered the identification information in response
to a reply from the predetermined terminal (3A-3D),
wherein
in the case where the predetermined terminal (3A-
3D) registered the identification information, the pre-
determined terminal replies to the image data read-
ing apparatus (10; 10A, 10B) that the predetermined
terminal registered the identification information, and
in the case where the predetermined terminal is not
the terminal that registered the identification infor-
mation, the predetermined terminal inquires the oth-
er terminals about which of the terminals registered
the identification information and replies to the image
data reading apparatus (10; 10A, 10B) which of the
terminals (3A-3D) registered the identification infor-
mation in response to a reply from the terminal that
registered the identification information.

4. An automatic image data transfer system as defined
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in any one of cl ai ms 1 to 3, wherein each of the
identification information registration terminals (3A-
3D) registers information regardi ng the subject and
relates the information regarding the subject with the
identification information regarding the sheet in
which the image of the subject is recorded.

5. An automatic image transfer system as defined in
any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein the image is a
radiation image.

Patentansprüche

1. Automatisches Bilddatentransfersystem, umfas-
send:

eine Mehrzahl von Kennungsinformations-Re-
gistrierterminals (3A-3D), die einer Mehrzahl
von Photoaufnahmevorrichtungen (2A-2D) ent-
sprechend zugeordnet sind, von denen jede ein
Bild eines Gegenstands auf einem vorbestimm-
ten Bogen aufzeichnet, wobei jedes der Ken-
nungsinformations-Registrierterminals (3A-3D)
Kennungsinformation (I) des von einer entspre-
chenden Photoaufnahmevorrichtung verwen-
deten Bogens registriert;
mehrere Bildanzeigeeinrichtungen (4A-4D),
entsprechend den Kennungsinformations-Re-
gistrierterminals (3A-3D); und
eine Bilddaten-Lesevorrichtung (10; 10A, 10B)
zum Lesen von Bilddaten entsprechend dem
Bild von dem Bogen, nachdem der Bogen mit
dem darin aufgezeichneten Bild in der Lesevor-
richtung (10; 10A, 10B) eingerichtet wurde;
wobei die Kennungsinformations-Registrierter-
minals (3A-3D), die Bildanzeigeeinrichtung (4A-
4D) und die Bilddaten-Lesevorrichtung (10)
über ein Netzwerk (15) verbunden sind, wobei
die Bilddaten-Lesevorrichtung (10; 10A, 10B)
die Kennungsinformation (I) des Bogens er-
kennt, die von dem Bogen gelesenen Bilddaten
automatisch zu der einen Bildanzeigeeinrich-
tung (4A-4D) der mehreren Bildanzeigeeinrich-
tungen transferiert, die dem Kennungsinforma-
tions-Registrierterminal (3A-3D) entspricht, wel-
ches die Kennungsinformation des Bogens re-
gistriert hat.

2. System nach Anspruch 1, bei dem die Bilddaten-
Lesevorrichtung (10; 10A, 10B) die an dem in ihr
eingerichteten Bogen angebrachte Kennungsinfor-
mation liest, anschließend jedes der Kennungsinfor-
mations-Registrierterminals (3A-3B) darüber be-
fragt, ob das Kennungsinformations-Registriertermi-
nal die Kennungsinformation über den Bogen regi-
striert hat, und die Bilddaten zu einer der Bildanzei-
geeinrichtungen (4A-4D) transferiert, die demjeni-

gen Terminal (3A-3D) entspricht, welches die Ken-
nungsinformation registriert hatte, ansprechend auf
eine Antwort von dem Terminal, welches die Ken-
nungsinformation registriert hat.

3. System nach Anspruch 1, bei dem die Bilddaten-
Lesevorrichtung (10; 10A, 10B) die an dem in ihr
eingerichteten Bogen angebrachte Kennungsinfor-
mation liest, anschließend ein vorbestimmtes Ken-
nungsinformations-Registrierterminal (3A-3D) dar-
über befragt, welches der Terminals die Kennungs-
information registriert hat, und die Bilddaten zu der
einen Bildanzeigeeinrichtung (4A-4D), die dem Ter-
minal entspricht, das die Kennungsinformation regi-
striert hat, ansprechend auf eine Antwort von dem
vorbestimmten Terminal (3A-3D) transferiert, wobei
für den Fall, dass das vorbestimmte Terminal (3A-
3D) die Kennungsinformation registriert hat, das vor-
bestimmte Terminal der Bilddaten-Lesevorrichtung
(10; 10A, 10B) antwortet, dass das vorbestimmte
Terminal die Kennungsinformation registriert hat,
und in dem Fall, dass das vorbestimmte Terminal
nicht das Terminal ist, welches die Kennungsinfor-
mation registriert hat, das vorbestimmte Terminal die
anderen Terminals darüber befragt, welches der
Terminals die vorbestimmte Kennungsinformation
registriert hat und an die Bilddaten-Lesevorrichtung
(10; 10A, 10B) antwortet, welches der Terminals
(3A-3D) die Kennungsinformation registriert hat, an-
sprechend auf eine Antwort von dem Terminal, das
die Kennungsinformation registriert hat.

4. System nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, bei dem
das Kennungsinformations-Registrierterminal (3A-
3D) Information über den Gegenstand registriert und
die Information über den Gegenstand in Beziehung
setzt zu der Kennungsinformation über den Bogen,
auf dem das Bild des Gegenstands aufgezeichnet
ist.

5. System nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4, bei dem
das Bild ein Strahlungsbild ist.

Revendications

1. Système de transfert de données d’image automa-
tique comprenant :

une pluralité de bornes d’enregistrement d’infor-
mation d’identification (3A-3D) correspondant
respectivement à une pluralité d’appareils de
photographie (2A-2D) dont chacun enregistre
une image d’un sujet sur une feuille prédétermi-
née, chacune des bornes d’enregistrement d’in-
formation d’identification (3A-3D) enregistrant
une information d’identification de la feuille uti-
lisée par l’un correspondant des appareils de
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photographie ;
une pluralité de moyens d’affichage d’image
(4A-4D) correspondant respectivement aux bor-
nes d’enregistrement d’information d’identifica-
tion (3A-3D) ; et
un appareil de lecture de données d’image (10 ;
10A, 10B) pour lire des données d’image repré-
sentant l’image à partir de la feuille après que
la feuille comportant l’image enregistrée dessus
a été placée dans l’appareil de lecture (10 ; 10A,
10B) ;
les bornes d’enregistrement d’information
d’identification (3A-3D), les moyens d’affichage
d’image (4A-4D) et l’appareil de lecture de don-
nées d’image (10) étant connectés par un ré-
seau (15), dans lequel :

l’appareil de lecture de données d’image
(10 ; 10A, 10B) reconnaît l’information
d’identification (I) de la feuille et transfère
automatiquement les données d’image lues
à partir de la feuille à un moyen d’affichage
considéré (4A-4D) pris parmi la pluralité de
moyens d’affichage qui correspond à la bor-
ne d’enregistrement d’information d’identi-
fication (3A-3D) qui a enregistré l’informa-
tion d’identification de la feuille.

2. Système de transfert de données d’image automa-
tique selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’appareil
de lecture de données d’image (10 ; 10A, 10B) lit
l’information d’identification liée à la feuille placée
dedans, puis interroge chacun des terminaux d’en-
registrement d’information d’identification (3A-3D)
en ce qui concerne si oui ou non le terminal d’enre-
gistrement d’information d’identification a enregistré
l’information d’identification concernant la feuille, et
transfère les données d’image au moyen d’affichage
d’image considéré (4A-4D) qui correspond au termi-
nal (3A-3D) qui a enregistré l’information d’identifi-
cation, en réaction à une réponse en provenance du
terminal qui a enregistré l’information d’identifica-
tion.

3. Système de transfert de données d’image automa-
tique selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’appareil
de lecture de données d’image (10 ; 10A, 10B) lit
l’information d’identification liée à la feuille placée
dedans puis interroge l’un prédéterminé des termi-
naux d’enregistrement d’information d’identification
(3A-3D) en ce qui concerne celui des terminaux qui
a enregistré l’information d’identification et transfère
les données d’image au moyen d’affichage d’image
concerné (4A-4D) qui correspond au terminal qui a
enregistré l’information d’identification en réaction à
une réponse en provenance du terminal prédétermi-
né (3A-3D), dans lequel :

dans le cas où le terminal prédéterminé (3A-3D)
a enregistré l’information d’identification, le ter-
minal prédéterminé répond à l’appareil de lec-
ture de données d’image (10 ; 10A, 10B) que le
terminal prédéterminé a enregistré l’information
d’identification et dans le cas où le terminal pré-
déterminé n’est pas le terminal qui a enregistré
l’information d’identification, le terminal prédé-
terminé interroge les autres terminaux en ce qui
concerne celui des terminaux qui a enregistré
l’information d’identification et répond à l’appa-
reil de lecture de données d’image (10 ; 10A,
10B) pour indiquer celui des terminaux (3A-3D)
qui a enregistré l’information d’identification en
réaction à une réponse du terminal qui a enre-
gistré l’information d’identification.

4. Système de transfert de données d’image automa-
tique selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à
3, dans lequel chacun des terminaux d’enregistre-
ment d’information d’identification (3A-3D) enregis-
tre une information concernant le sujet et rapporte
l’information concernant le sujet à l’information
d’identification concernant la feuille au niveau de la-
quelle l’image du sujet est enregistrée.

5. Système de transfert d’image automatique selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 4, dans le-
quel l’image est une image de rayonnement.
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