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Description
Technical Field
[0001] The present invention relates to a probe and an imaging apparatus for diagnosis.
Background Art

[0002] Hitherto, imaging apparatuses for diagnosis have been widely used to perform diagnoses of arteriosclerosis,
preoperative diagnoses during intra-vascular treatment using a high-performance catheter such as a balloon catheter
or a stent, and checking postoperative results.

[0003] The imaging apparatus for diagnosis includes an intra-vascular ultra sound diagnostic apparatus (IVUS) and
an optical coherence tomography (OCT) and the like, each of which has characteristics different from each other.
[0004] Recently, there has been proposed an imaging apparatus for diagnosis in which the function of the IVUS and
the function of the OCT are combined (for example, refer to JP-A-11-56752 and JP-T-2010-508973). According to such
an imaging apparatus for diagnosis, it is possible to generate a tomographic image taking advantage of the IVUS which
can measure up to a high depth region and an advantage of the OCT which can measure an area in high resolution.
[0005] JP 2009183417 A discloses a probe comprising a transmitting and receiving unit in which an ultrasonic wave
transmitting and receiving unit and a light transmitting and receiving unit are arranged, wherein the probe is configured
to transmit an ultrasonic wave and light while the transmitting and receiving unit rotates. An adjustment mechanism is
provided to adjust the axial direction position of the end part of the optical fiber relative to the ultrasound transducer,
and a relative rotation angle.

Summary of Invention
Technical Problem

[0006] However, generally in an imaging apparatus for diagnosis, a tomographic image is generated by transmitting
and receiving ultrasonic waves or light in a transmitting and receiving unit while a probe unit performs a rotary operation
and an axial-direction operation inside a blood vessel. Accordingly, when a transmitting and receiving unit for IVUS and
a transmitting and receiving unit for OCT are arranged inside a probe as disclosed in JP-A-11-56752 or JP-T-
2010-508973, a deviation occurs in scanning positions of an ultrasonic wave and light inside a blood vessel. This is
because transmitting and receiving positions thereof cannot be completely the same, since each of the transmitting and
receiving unit for IVUS and the transmitting and receiving unit for OCT has a certain size and both need to be arranged
so as to be misaligned in a radial direction or an axial direction.

[0007] Meanwhile, properties of plaque and the like inside a blood vessel can be effectively observed by using a
tomographic image which is generated through the IVUS and a tomographic image which is generated through the OCT.
Therefore, when there is any deviation in the scanning position, there is a possibility that the effective observation may
not be performed.

[0008] For this reason, in such an imaging apparatus for diagnosis described above, it is desirable to match the
scanning position inside a blood vessel which is subject to the scanning by the transmitting and receiving unit for IVUS
and the scanning position inside the blood vessel which is subject to the scanning by the transmitting and receiving unit
for OCT with each other so as to be able to observe completely the same position.

[0009] The presentinvention has been made taking the aforementioned problems into consideration, and aims to be
able to observe the same position in an imaging apparatus for diagnosis in which a transmitting and receiving unit which
can transceive an ultrasonic wave and a transmitting and receiving unit which can transceive light are used so as to be
able to generate each tomographic image thereof.

Solution to Problem

[0010] In order to accomplish the object described above, a probe as defined in claim 1 is provided. The probe includes
a transmitting and receiving unit in which an ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit for transmitting and receiving
anultrasonic wave and a light transmitting and receiving unit for transmitting and receiving light are arranged. An ultrasonic
wave and light are transmitted while the transmitting and receiving unit rotates. A reflected wave and reflected light can
be transferred to an imaging apparatus for diagnosis which uses the reflected wave which is received by the ultrasonic
wave transmitting and receiving unit from a biological tissue and the reflected light which is received by the light transmitting
and receiving unit from a biological tissue to generate an ultrasonic wave tomographic image and a light tomographic
image of the biological tissue in an axial direction, while the probe moves inside a body lumen in the axial direction. The
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ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit and the light transmitting and receiving unit are arranged so as to make
an angular difference 6 [degrees] formed between the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit and the light
transmitting and receiving unit in an azimuth angle direction be proportional to a distance L [mm] between a position of
the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit in the axial direction and a position of the light transmitting and
receiving unit in the axial direction and a rotary velocity o [r/s] of the transmitting and receiving unit, and be inversely
proportional to a movement velocity V [mm/s] of the transmitting and receiving unit in the axial direction.

[0011] The invention further provides an imaging apparatus as defined in claim 9. Preferred embodiments are defined
in the dependent claims.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0012] According to the present invention, it is possible to observe the same position in an imaging apparatus for
diagnosis in which a transmitting and receiving unit which can transceive an ultrasonic wave and a transmitting and
receiving unit which can transceive light are used so as to be able to generate each tomographic image thereof.
[0013] Other characteristics and advantages of the present invention will be obvious in the following description with
reference to the accompanying drawings. Regarding the accompanying drawings, the same reference numerals and
signs will be applied to the same or the similar configurations. Brief Description of Drawings

[0014] The accompanying drawings illustrate embodiments of the present invention, thereby being used to explain
the description thereof.

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a view illustrating an appearance of a configuration of an imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is a view illustrating an overall configuration and a cross-sectional configuration of the distal portion
of a probe unit.

[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a view illustrating a cross-sectional configuration of an imaging core, and an arrangement of an
ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit and a light transmitting and receiving unit.

[Fig. 4A] Fig. 4A is a view illustrating scanning positions when an ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit
and a light transmitting and receiving unit of an imaging apparatus for diagnosis in the related art are caused to
perform a rotary operation and an axial-direction operation.

[Fig. 4B] Fig. 4B is a view illustrating scanning positions when the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit
and the light transmitting and receiving unit of the imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100 are caused to perform the
rotary operation and the axial-direction operation.

[Fig. 5] Fig. 5 is a view illustrating a functional configuration of the imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100.

[Fig. 6] Fig. 6 is a view illustrating a functional configuration of a signal processing unit.

[Fig. 7] Fig. 7 is a view for describing a correspondence relationship between a tomographic image generated by
the imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100 and the scanning positions of the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving
unit and the light transmitting and receiving unit.

[Fig. 8] Fig. 8 is a view for describing a correspondence relationship between line data of an ultrasonic wave signal
and a light signal generated by the imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100 and frames.

[Fig. 9] Fig. 9is a view illustrating another cross-sectional configuration of the imaging core, and another arrangement
of the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit and the light transmitting and receiving unit.

Description of Embodiments

[0015] Hereinafter, each embodiment of the present invention will be described in detail with reference to the accom-
panying drawings. The embodiments described below have various limitations which are technically preferable since
the embodiments are specification examples preferable for the present invention. However, the scope of the present
invention is defined in the appended claims.

[First Embodiment]
<1. Configuration of Appearance of Imaging Apparatus for Diagnosis>

[0016] Fig. 1is aview illustrating an appearance of a configuration of an imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100 (imaging
apparatus for diagnosis provided with function of IVUS and function of OCT) according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

[0017] As illustrated in Fig. 1, the imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100 includes a probe unit 101, a scanner & pull-
back unit 102 and an operation control apparatus 103. The scanner& pull-back unit 102 and the operation control
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apparatus 103 are connected to each other through a signal wire 104 so as to be able to transfer various signals.
[0018] An imaging core which is directly inserted into a body cavity such as a blood vessel is interpolated into the
probe unit 101. The imaging core includes an ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit which transmits an ultrasonic
wave based on a pulse signal to the inside of a body cavity and receives a reflected wave from the inside of a body
cavity, and a light transmitting and receiving unit which continuously transmits transferred light (measurement light) to
the inside of a body cavity and continuously receives a reflected light from the inside of a body cavity. In the imaging
apparatus for diagnosis 100, the imaging core is used to measure a state inside a body cavity.

[0019] The probe unit 101 is detachably attached to the scanner & pull-back unit 102 which regulates the imaging
core interpolated into the probe unit 101 regarding an operation in an axial direction and an operation in a rotary direction
inside a body cavity by driving a built-in motor. The scanner & pull-back unit 102 acquires the reflected wave received
by the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit and the reflected light received by the light transmitting and receiving
unit, thereby performing transmission to the operation control apparatus 103.

[0020] The operation control apparatus 103 includes a function for inputting various setting values when performing
the measurement, and a function for processing data obtained through measurement and displaying it as a tomographic
image inside a body cavity.

[0021] In the operation control apparatus 103, the reference numeral 111 indicates a main body control unit, which
generates ultrasonic wave data based on a reflected wave obtained through the measurement, and processes line data
generated based on the ultrasonic wave data, thereby generating an ultrasonic wave tomographic image. The main
body control unit 111 generates interference light data by causing reflected light obtained through the measurement and
reference light obtained by separating light from a light source to interfere with each other, and processes the line data
generated based on the interference light data, thereby generating a light tomographic image.

[0022] The reference numeral 111-1 indicates a printer & DVD recorder, which prints a processing result of the main
body control unit 111 or stores the same as data. The reference numeral 112 indicates an operation panel, and a user
inputs various setting values and instructions via the operation panel 112. The reference numeral 113 indicates an LCD
monitor as a display device, which displays tomographic images generated in the main body control unit 111.

<2. Overall Configuration of Probe Unit and Cross-sectional Configuration of Distal Portion thereof>

[0023] Subsequently, an overall configuration of the probe unit 101 and a cross-sectional configuration of the distal
portion thereof will be described using Fig. 2. As illustrated in Fig. 2, the probe unit 101 is configured to include an
elongated catheter sheath 201 which is inserted into a body cavity such as a blood vessel, and a connector unit 202
which is arranged on a hand side of a user to be manipulated by the user without being inserted into a body cavity such
as a blood vessel. A guide wire lumen tube 203 configuring a guide wire lumen is provided at a distal end of the catheter
sheath 201. The catheter sheath 201 forms a lumen leading from a portion connected to the guide wire lumen tube 203
to a portion connected to the connector unit 202.

[0024] Inside a lumen of the catheter sheath 201, an imaging core 220 including a transmitting and receiving unit 221
and a coil-shaped drive shaft 222 is inserted through the catheter sheath 201 throughout substantially the overall length
thereof. In the transmitting and receiving unit 221, the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit for transmitting
and receiving an ultrasonic wave and the light transmitting and receiving unit for transmitting and receiving light are
arranged. The drive shaft 222 is internally provided with an electric signal cable and an optical fiber cable and transfers
a rotary drive force for rotating thereof.

[0025] The connector unit 202 includes a sheath connector 202a which is configured to be unified to a proximal end
of the catheter sheath 201, and a drive shaft connector 202b which is configured to rotatably fix the drive shaft 222 at
a proximal end of the drive shaft 222.

[0026] In a boundary portion between the sheath connector 202a and the catheter sheath 201, an anti-kink protector
211 is provided. Accordingly, a predetermined rigidity is maintained and bending (kink) due to a rapid change of physical
properties can be prevented.

[0027] A proximal end of the drive shaft connector 202b is detachably attached to the scanner & pull-back unit 102.

[0028] Subsequently, a cross-sectional configuration of a distal portion of the probe unit 101 will be described. Inside
the lumen of the catheter sheath 201, the imaging core 220 including a housing 223 and the drive shaft 222 is inserted
through throughout substantially the overall length thereof, thereby forming the probe unit 101. In the housing 223, there
is provided the transmitting and receiving unit 221 in which the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit for
transmitting and receiving an ultrasonic wave and the light transmitting and receiving unit for transmitting and receiving
light are arranged. The drive shaft 222 transfers a rotary drive force for rotating thereof.

[0029] The transmitting and receiving unit 221 transmits an ultrasonic wave and light toward a tissue inside a body
cavity and receives a reflected wave and reflected light from a tissue inside a body cavity.

[0030] The drive shaft 222 is formed in a coil shape, and provided with the electric signal cable and the optical fiber
cable (single mode optical fiber cable) inside thereof.
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[0031] The housing 223 is a metallic pipe having a short cylindrical shape in which a notch portion is provided in a
portion thereof. The housing 223 is formed through carving from metal ingots, metal powder injection molding (MIM)
and the like. The housing 223 internally has the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit and the light transmitting
and receiving unit as the transmitting and receiving unit 221, and a proximal side thereof is connected to the drive shaft
222. A short coil-shaped elastic member 231 is provided on a distal side thereof.

[0032] The elastic member 231 is a stainless steel wire formed to have a coil shape, and the elastic member 231 is
disposed on the distal side so as to be prevented from being caught inside the catheter sheath 201 when the imaging
core 220 moves back and forth.

[0033] The reference numeral 232 indicates a reinforcement coil which is provided for the purpose of preventing a
drastic bend of a distal portion of the catheter sheath 201.

[0034] The guide wire lumen tube 203 has a lumen for a guide wire into which a guide wire can be inserted. The guide
wire lumen tube 203 receives a guide wire which is inserted into a body cavity such as a blood vessel in advance, thereby
being used for guiding the catheter sheath 201 to a target lesion through the guide wire.

[0035] The drive shaft 222 is configured with a multiplex-multilayer bonding coil and the like made with a metal wire,
for example, stainless steel having characteristics of being able to cause the transmitting and receiving unit 221 to
perform a rotary operation and an axial operation with respect to the catheter sheath 201, being soft, and favorably
transferring rotations.

<3. Cross-sectional Configuration of Imaging Core>

[0036] Subsequently, a cross-sectional configuration of the imaging core 220 and an arrangement of the ultrasonic
wave transmitting and receiving unit and the light transmitting and receiving unit will be described. Fig. 3 is a view
illustrating the cross-sectional configuration of the imaging core, and the arrangement of the ultrasonic wave transmitting
and receiving unit and the light transmitting and receiving unit.

[0037] As illustrated in 30a of Fig. 3, the transmitting and receiving unit 221 which is disposed inside the housing 223
includes an ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and a light transmitting and receiving unit 320. The
ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 are respectively
arranged on a rotary center axis (on a dot and dash line in 30a) of the drive shaft 222 along the axial direction.

[0038] The ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 thereof is arranged on the distal side of the probe unit
101, and the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 is arranged on the proximal side of the probe unit 101. The ultrasonic
wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 are installed in the housing
223 so as to make a distance (distance gap) between an ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving position of the
ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and a light transmitting and receiving position of the light transmitting
and receiving unit 320 L.

[0039] The ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 are
installed in the housing 223 so as to make an ultrasonic wave transmit direction (elevation angle direction) of the ultrasonic
wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and a light transmit direction (elevation angle direction) of the light transmitting
and receiving unit 320 respectively and substantially 90° with respect to the axial direction of the drive shaft 222. It is
desirable for each transmit direction to be slightly misaligned from 90° so as not to receive a reflection of the catheter
sheath 201 on the internal surface of a lumen.

[0040] Inside the drive shaft 222, an electric signal cable 311 which is connected to the ultrasonic wave transmitting
and receiving unit 310 and an optical fiber cable 321 which is connected to the light transmitting and receiving unit 320
are disposed. The electric signal cable 311 is wound in a spiral shape with respect to the optical fiber cable 321.
[0041] The reference numeral-sign 30b in Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view when cut on a plane which is substantially
orthogonal to the rotary center axis in the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving position. As illustrated in 30b of
Fig. 3, when the downward direction of paper is set to zero, the ultrasonic wave transmit direction (rotary angle direction
(also referred to as azimuth angle direction)) of the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 becomes 6.
[0042] The reference numeral-sign 30c in Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view when cut on a plane which is substantially
orthogonal to the rotary center axis in the light transmitting and receiving position. As illustrated in 30c of Fig. 3, when
the downward direction of paper is set to zero, the light transmit direction (rotary angle direction) of the light transmitting
and receiving unit 320 becomes zero. That is, the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the light
transmitting and receiving unit 320 are arranged so as to cause the ultrasonic wave transmit direction (rotary angle
direction) of the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the light transmit direction (rotary angle direction)
of the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 to be mutually misaligned by 6.
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<4.Positional Relationship between Ultrasonic Wave Transmitting and receiving unitand Light Transmitting and receiving
unit>

[0043] A positional relationship between the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the light trans-
mitting and receiving unit 320 will be further described in detail. As described above, the ultrasonic wave transmitting
and receiving unit 310 and the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 are arranged so as to make the distance between
the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving position and the light transmitting and receiving position on the rotary
center axis along the axial direction L, and are arranged so as to make an angular difference between the ultrasonic
wave transmit direction (rotary angle direction) and the light transmit direction (rotary angle direction) 6. The ultrasonic
wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 are arranged on the same axis
(on rotary center axis) in order to match the image center of the ultrasonic wave tomographic image and the image
center of the light tomographic image which are to be constructed.

[0044] Here, it is necessary for the distance L and the angular difference 6 to have the following relationship in order
to match a scanning position by the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and a scanning position by the
light transmitting and receiving unit 320, when a pullback velocity (movement velocity in axial direction) is Vpg [Mm/s]
and a rotary velocity is o [r/s] in the scanner & pull-back unit 102 of the imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100 of the
present embodiment.

L [mm] = Vpg [mm/s]/® [r/s] x 6 [degrees] /360 [degrees]
... (Bxpression 1)

[0045] Here, as an example, appropriate values of the distance L and the angular difference 6 will be examined below
when the pullback velocity Vpg is 20 [mm/s] and the rotary velocity o is 30 [r/s] (1,800 [rpm]) of the scanner & pull-back
unit 102.

(1) When Considering Simultaneity

[0046] The scanning position by the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the scanning position by
the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 can match each other by satisfying Expression 1 above. However, it is not
desirable for a scanning timing by the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and a scanning timing by the
light transmitting and receiving unit 320 to be far apart from each other. This is because when a deviation (differential
time) between the scanning timings is significant, the measurement subject may change during the measurement thereof.
[0047] Therefore, in the imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100 of the present embodiment, the deviation (differential
time) between the scanning timing by the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the scanning timing
by the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 with respect to the same scanning position is caused to be less than 1
frame, thereby being configured to enhance the simultaneity of both thereof. In other words, the imaging apparatus for
diagnosis 100 of the present embodiment is configured to be 6 < 360° (that is, to be L [mm] < Vpg [mm/s]/e [r/s]).

(2) When Considering Pulsation

[0048] When generating atomographic image inside a blood vessel, there is a need to consider influence of a pulsation,
and it is necessary to suppress changes inside a blood vessel due to a pulsation during the differential time between
the scanning timing by the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the scanning timing by the light
transmitting and receiving unit 320 with respect to the same scanning position as much as possible. Generally, when
the deviation (differential time) between the scanning timings is suppressed to be equal to or less than 10 msec, the
changes inside a blood vessel due to a pulsation can be ignored (when equal to or less than 10 msec, the ultrasonic
wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 can be considered as performing
the scanning at substantially the same timing).

[0049] Based on the facts above, in the imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100 of the present embodiment, the deviation
(differential time) between the scanning timing by the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the scanning
timing by the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 with respect to the same scanning position is suppressed to be
equal to or less than 10 msec, and is thereby configured to enhance the simultaneity of both thereof with respect to a
pulsation. In other words, the imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100 of the present embodiment is configured to be 6 <
108° (= 10 [msec]/33.3 [msec/r] X 360 [degrees]).
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(3) When Considering Size of Transmitting and receiving unit

[0050] The probe unit 101 is directly inserted into a body cavity such as a blood vessel so that there is a need to
suppress a length of the transmitting and receiving unit 221 in the axial direction to be less than 600 [p.m], and desirably
to be approximately 500 [wm], from a viewpoint of low aggressiveness and in consideration of insertion into a small
diameter blood vessel. When considering the manufacturable minimum size of the ultrasonic wave transmitting and
receiving unit 310 and the light transmitting and receiving unit 320, it is desirably to suppress the distance L to be equal
to or less than 150 [um].

[0051] Based on the facts above, the imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100 of the present embodiment is configured
to be 8 <90° (= 150 [um]/20 [mm/s] /30 [r/s] X 360 [degrees]).

<5. Description for Scanning Position>

[0052] On account of the above-described positional relationship between the ultrasonic wave transmitting and re-
ceiving unit 310 and the light transmitting and receiving unit 320, in the imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100 of the
present embodiment, it is possible to perform the scanning of the same scanning position. Hereinafter, using Figs. 4A
and 4B, a relationship between the scanning position of the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the
scanning position of the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 will be described.

[0053] Forcomparison, Fig. 4A thereof illustrates a relationship of scanning positions when an ultrasonic wave trans-
mitting and receiving unit and a light transmitting and receiving unit of an imaging apparatus for diagnosis in the related
art are caused to perform the rotary operation and the axial-direction operation (relationship of scanning positions when
distance L and angular difference 6 are not defined so as to make ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit and
light transmitting and receiving unit perform scanning of same scanning position).

[0054] In reference numeral-signs 40a to 40c of Fig. 4A, a horizontal axis indicates positional coordinates of a body
cavity such as a blood vessel in the axial direction, and a vertical axis indicates positional coordinates of a body cavity
such as a blood vessel in a radial direction, respectively.

[0055] The reference numeral-sign 40a indicates a scanning track of the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving
unit, and the reference numeral-sign 40b indicates a scanning track of the light transmitting and receiving unit, respectively.
[0056] The example of Fig. 4A illustrates an arrangement in which the angular difference 6 between the ultrasonic
wave transmit direction (rotary angle direction) of the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit and the light transmit
direction (rotary angle direction) of the light transmitting and receiving unitis 0°, and the distance L between the ultrasonic
wave transmitting and receiving position and the light transmitting and receiving position on the rotary center axis along
the axial direction is L1.

[0057] In this case, when the transmitting and receiving unit is caused to perform the rotary operation and the axial-
direction operation, as illustrated in 40c of Fig. 4A, the scanning track of the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving
unit and the scanning track of the light transmitting and receiving unit are misaligned from each other (that is, scanning
position of ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit and scanning position of light transmitting and receiving unit
are not the same).

[0058] Meanwhile, Fig. 4B illustrates a relationship of scanning positions when the ultrasonic wave transmitting and
receiving unit 310 and the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 are caused to have the relationship of Expression (1)
above.

[0059] The example in Fig. 4B illustrates an arrangement in which the angular difference 6 between the ultrasonic
wave transmit direction (rotary angle direction) of the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit and the light transmit
direction (rotary angle direction) of the light transmitting and receiving unit is 62, and the distance L between the ultrasonic
wave transmitting and receiving position and the light transmitting and receiving position on the rotary center axis along
the axial direction is L2.

[0060] In this case, when the transmitting and receiving unit 221 is caused to perform the rotary operation and the
axial-direction operation, as illustrated in 41c of Fig. 4B, the scanning track of the ultrasonic wave transmitting and
receiving unit 310 and the scanning track of the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 match each other (that is,
scanning position of ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and scanning position of light transmitting and
receiving unit 320 are the same).

<6. Functional Configuration of Imaging Apparatus for Diagnosis>

[0061] Subsequently, a functional configuration of the imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100 will be described. Fig. 5
is a view illustrating a functional configuration of the imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100 in which a function of IVUS
and a function of OCT (herein, wavelength sweep-type OCT, for example) are combined. An imaging apparatus for
diagnosis in which a function of IVUS and a function of other type of OCT are combined also has a similar functional



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 2 832 303 B1
configuration, thereby omitting the description thereof herein.
(1) Function of IVUS

[0062] The imaging core 220 includes the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 inside the distal end
thereof. The ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 transmits an ultrasonic wave to a biological tissue based
on a pulse wave transmitted from an ultrasonic wave signal transmitting and receiving unit 552, receives a reflected
wave (echo) thereof, and transmits the reflected wave to the ultrasonic wave signal transmitting and receiving unit 552
as an ultrasonic wave echo via an adaptor 502 and a slip ring 551.

[0063] A rotary drive portion side of the slip ring 551 is rotationally driven by a radial scanning motor 505 of a rotary
drive apparatus 504. A rotary angle of the radial scanning motor 505 is detected by an encoder unit 506. The scanner
& pull-back unit 102 includes a linear drive apparatus 507 and defines the axial-direction operation of the imaging core
220 based on a signal from a signal processing unit 528.

[0064] The ultrasonic wave signal transmitting and receiving unit 552 includes a transmit wave circuit and a reception
wave circuit (not illustrated). The transmit wave circuit transmits a pulse wave to the ultrasonic wave transmitting and
receiving unit 310 inside the imaging core 220 based on a control signal transmitted from the signal processing unit 528.
[0065] Thereceptionwave circuitreceives an ultrasonic wave signal from the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving
unit 310 inside the imaging core 220. The received ultrasonic wave signal is input to a wave detector 554 after being
amplified by an amplifier 553, thereby performing wave-detecting.

[0066] In an A/D converter 555, ultrasonic wave signals output from the wave detector 554 are sampled at as many
as 200 points at 30.6 MHz, thereby generating digital data (ultrasonic wave data) of 1 line. The frequency is set to 30.6
MHz herein on a premise that 200 points are to be sampled with respect to the depth of 5 mm when the sound velocity
is considered to be 1,530 m/sec. Therefore, the sampling frequency is not particularly limited thereto.

[0067] The ultrasonic wave data in a line unit generated in the A/D converter 555 is input to the signal processing unit
528. In the signal processing unit 528, the ultrasonic wave data is converted into a gray scale so as to form the ultrasonic
wave tomographic image in each position inside a body cavity such as a blood vessel, thereby outputting the ultrasonic
wave tomographic image to the LCD monitor 113 at a predetermined frame rate.

[0068] The signal processing unit 528 is connected to a motor control circuit 529, thereby receiving a video synchro-
nization signal of the motor control circuit 529. In the signal processing unit 528, the ultrasonic wave tomographic image
is constructed being synchronized with the received video synchronization signal.

[0069] The video synchronization signal of the motor control circuit 529 is also transmitted to the rotary drive apparatus
504, and the rotary drive apparatus 504 outputs a drive signal which is synchronized with the video synchronization signal.

(2) Function of Wavelength Sweep-type OCT

[0070] The reference numeral 508 indicates a wavelength swept light source (swept laser), and it is a type of an
extended-cavity laser which is configured to have an optical fiber 516 which is coupled with a semiconductor optical
amplifier 515 (SOA) in a ring shape, and a polygon scanning filter (508b).

[0071] Light output from the SOA 515 proceeds through the optical fiber 516 and is input to the polygon scanning filter
508b. The light is subjected to wavelength selection herein, is amplified in the SOA 515, and lastly, is output from a
coupler 514.

[0072] In the polygon scanning filter 508b, the wavelength is selected by combining a diffraction grating 512 which
disperses light, and a polygon mirror 509. Specifically, rays of light dispersed by the diffraction grating 512 are concen-
trated on a surface of the polygon mirror 509 by using two lenses (510, 511). Accordingly, only the light having a
wavelength which is orthogonal to the polygon mirror 509 returns the same optical path, thereby being output from the
polygon scanning filter 508b. In other words, time sweep of a wavelength can be performed by rotating the polygon
mirror 509.

[0073] Inthe polygon mirror 509, for example, a 32-hedron mirror is used and the number of rotations is approximately
50,000 rpm. High speed and high output wavelength sweep can be performed through the wavelength sweep method
in which the polygon mirror 509 and the diffraction grating 512 are combined.

[0074] Light of the wavelength swept light source 508 which is output from the coupler 514 is incident on an end of a
first single mode fiber 540, thereby being transmitted to the distal side thereof. The first single mode fiber 540 is optically
coupled to a second single mode fiber 545 and a third single mode fiber 544 in an photo coupler unit 541 which is
between the second single mode fiber 545 and the third single mode fiber 544. Therefore, light incident on the first single
mode fiber 540 is divided into three optical paths at the maximum by the photo coupler unit541, thereby being transmitted.
[0075] On a further distal side than the photo coupler unit 541 of the first single mode fiber 540, an optical rotary joint
(optical coupling portion) 503 which connects a non-rotary portion (fixing portion) and a rotary portion (rotary drive portion)
with each other and transfers light is provided inside the rotary drive apparatus 504.
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[0076] On a distal side of a fourth single mode fiber 542 inside the optical rotary joint (optical coupling portion) 503, a
fifth single mode fiber 543 of the probe unit 101 is freely and detachably connected via the adaptor 502. Accordingly,
light from the wavelength swept light source 508 is transferred to the fifth single mode fiber 543 which is inserted through
the imaging core 220 to be rotatably driven.

[0077] Emission of transferred light is performed while being subjected to the rotary operation and the axial-direction
operation from the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 of the imaging core 220 to a biological tissue inside a body
lumen. A portion of reflected light scattered in the inside or on a surface of a biological tissue is collected by the light
transmitting and receiving unit 320 of the imaging core 220, thereby returning to the first single mode fiber 540 side via
an optical path in reverse. The portion of the reflected light moves to the second single mode fiber 545 side by the photo
coupler unit 541, and the light is received by the light detector (for example, photo-diode 524) after being emitted from
an end of the second single mode fiber 545.

[0078] The rotary drive portion side of the optical rotary joint 503 is rotationally driven by the radial scanning motor
505 of the rotary drive apparatus 504. A rotary angle of the radial scanning motor 505 is detected by the encoder unit
506. The scanner & pull-back unit 102 includes the linear drive apparatus 507 and defines the axial-direction operation
of the imaging core 220 based on an instruction from the signal processing unit 528.

[0079] Meanwhile, an optical path length varying mechanism 532 for fine-adjusting the optical path length of the
reference lightis provided in a distal end on a side opposite to the photo coupler unit 541 of the third single mode fiber 544.
[0080] The optical path length varying mechanism 532 includes optical path length changing means for changing the
optical path length corresponding to a fluctuation in a length of each probe unit 101 so as to be able to absorb the
fluctuation in the length thereof when the probe unit 101 is replaced and used.

[0081] The third single mode fiber 544 and a collimating lens 518 are provided on a one-axis stage 522 which is
movable in an optical-axis direction as indicated by the arrow 523, thereby forming the optical path length changing means.
[0082] Specifically, the one-axis stage 522 functions as the optical path length changing means having a movable
range of the optical path length as wide as the fluctuation in the optical path length of the probe unit 101 can be absorbed
when the probe unit 101 is replaced. The one-axis stage 522 also includes a function as adjustment means for adjusting
an offset. For example, when the distal end of the probe unit 101 is not in close contact with a surface of a biological
tissue, it is possible to set a state of being interfered with the reflected light from the surface position of the biological
tissue by minutely changing the optical path length through the one-axis stage.

[0083] The optical path length is fine-adjusted in the one-axis stage 522, and light reflected by the mirror 521 via a
grating 519 and a lens 520 is mixed with light acquired from the first single mode fiber 540 side in the photo coupler unit
541 which is provided in an intermediate portion of the third single mode fiber 544, and thus, the light is received in the
photo-diode 524.

[0084] Theinterference light received in the photo-diode 524 in such a manner is subjected to photoelectric conversion,
thereby being input to a demodulator 526 after being amplified by the amplifier 525. In the demodulator 526, demodulation
processing in which only the signal portion is extracted from the interfered light is performed, and the output is input to
an A/D converter 527 as an interference light signal.

[0085] In the A/D converter 527, an interference light signal is sampled, for example, at as many as 2,048 points at
180 MHz, thereby generating digital data (interference light data) of 1 line. The sampling frequency is set to 180 MHz
on a premise that approximately 90% of a periodical cycle (12.5 usec) of the wavelength sweep is extracted as digital
data of 2,048 points when a repetition frequency of the wavelength sweep is set to 40 kHz, without being particularly
limited thereto.

[0086] The interference light data in a line unit generated in the A/D converter 527 is input to the signal processing
unit 528. When in a measurement mode, the interference light data is subjected to frequency resolution through fast
Fourier transform (FFT) in the signal processing unit 528 so as to generate data in a depth direction (line data) . The
line data is subjected to coordinate-conversion to construct a light tomographic image in each position inside a body
cavity such as a blood vessel, thereby being output to the LCD monitor 113 at a predetermined frame rate.

[0087] The signal processing unit 528 is further connected to an optical path length adjustment means control device
530. The signal processing unit 528 controls a position of the one-axis stage 522 via the optical path length adjustment
means control device 530.

<7. Functional Configuration of Signal Processing Unit>

[0088] Subsequently, in the signal processing unit 528 of the imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100, a functional con-
figuration of the signal processing unit 528 for constructing a tomographic image will be described with reference to Fig.
6. The construction processing described below may be realized using an exclusive hardware, or may be realized using
a software (through execution of program by computer).

[0089] Fig. 6 is a view illustrating a functional configuration and functional blocks related thereto for realizing the
construction processing in the signal processing unit 528 of the imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100.
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[0090] As illustrated in Fig. 6, the interference light data 621 generated in the A/D converter 527 is processed so as
to have the number of lines per one rotation in the radial scanning become 512 in a line data generation portion 601
inside the signal processing unit 528, using a signal of the encoder unit 506 of the radial scanning motor 505 which is
output from the motor control circuit 529.

[0091] Herein, as an example, the light tomographic image is constructed with 512 lines. However, the construction
is not limited to the number of the lines.

[0092] Line data 622 which is output from the line data generation portion 601 is stored in a line data memory 602 for
one rotation of the radial scanning based on an instruction from a control unit 605. In this case, in the control unit 605,
pulse signals 641 which are output from a movement amount detector of the linear drive apparatus 507 are counted so
as to be stored while the count value at the time the line data 622 is individually generated corresponds to the counted
pulse signals 641 when the line data 622 is stored in the line data memory 602.

[0093] Stored line data 623 corresponding to the count value is subjected to R0 conversion after performing various
processing (line addition-averaging processing, filtering processing and the like) in a light tomographic image construction
unit 603 based on an instruction from the control unit 605, thereby being sequentially output as the light tomographic
image 624.

[0094] In an image processing unit 604, after performing the image processing to be displayed on the LCD monitor
113, the line data 623 is output to the LCD monitor 113 as the light tomographic image 625.

[0095] Similarly, ultrasonic wave data 631 generated in the A/D converter 555 is processed so as to have the number
of lines per one rotation in the radial scanning become 512 in a line data generating unit 611 inside the signal processing
unit 528, using a signal of the encoder unit 506 of the radial scanning motor 505 which is output from the motor control
circuit 529.

[0096] Line data 632 which is output from the line data generating unit 611 is stored in a line data memory 612 for
one rotation of the radial scanning based on an instruction from the control unit 605. In this case, in the control unit 605,
pulse signals 641 which are output from the movement amount detector of the linear drive apparatus 507 are counted
so as to be stored while the count value at the time the line data 632 is individually generated corresponds to the counted
pulse signals 641 when the line data 632 is stored in the line data memory 612.

[0097] The count value to be stored while corresponding to the line data 632 which is stored for one rotation of the
radial scanning is misaligned with the count value to be stored while corresponding to the line data 622 which is stored
for one rotation of the radial scanning by the count value corresponding to the angular difference 6 between the ultrasonic
wave transmit direction (rotary angle direction) and the light transmit direction (rotary angle direction). Description will
be given in detail with reference to Figs. 7 and 8.

[0098] Fig. 7 is a view for describing a correspondence relationship between the ultrasonic wave tomographic image
and the light tomographic image generated by the imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100, and the scanning positions of
the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the light transmitting and receiving unit 320. Fig. 8 is a view
for describing a correspondence relationship between the line data 632 of the ultrasonic wave data and the line data
622 of the interference light data generated by the imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100, and frames.

[0099] In the reference numeral-signs 70a and 70b of Fig. 7, the horizontal axis indicates time, and the vertical axis
indicates positional coordinates of a body cavity such as a blood vessel in a radial direction, respectively. The reference
numeral-sign 70aindicates the scanning track of the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310, and the reference
numeral-sign 70b indicates a scanning track of the light transmitting and receiving unit 320, respectively.

[0100] As described above, since the ultrasonic wave transmit direction (rotary angle direction) and the light transmit
direction (rotary angle direction) have an angular difference 6, when the radial scanning is started simultaneously, the
scanning position of the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the scanning position of the light
transmitting and receiving unit 320 become different from each other each time (for example, at the time the radial
scanning starts, the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 performs the scanning of the scanning position
indicated by the reference numeral 701, and to the contrary, the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 performs
scanning of the scanning position indicated by the reference numeral 711).

[0101] Therefore, when the line data 632 for one frame of the ultrasonic wave tomographic image and the line data
622 for one frame of the light tomographic image are configured to be taken at the same timing, each of the tomographic
images are constructed using the line data of the scanning positions which are different from each other.

[0102] Accordingly, based on the differential time as much as the angular difference between the ultrasonic wave
transmit direction (rotary angle direction) and the light transmit direction (rotary angle direction), the imaging apparatus
for diagnosis 100 of the present embodiment is configured to take the line data for one rotation of the radial scanning.
[0103] For example, an ultrasonic wave tomographic image 702 is an ultrasonic wave tomographic image which is
constructed by storing the line data acquired at the timing 703 as the first line data for one rotation of the radial scanning,
and storing the line data acquired at the timing 704 as the 512th line data for one rotation of the radial scanning.
[0104] Meanwhile, a light tomographic image 712 is a light tomographic image which is constructed by storing the line
data acquired at the timing 711 as the first line data for one rotation of the radial scanning, and storing the line data
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acquired at the timing 714 as the 512th line data for one rotation of the radial scanning.

[0105] The reference numeral-sign 80a of Fig. 8 is a view illustrating an example of the line data 632 stored in the line
data memory 612 in a manner described above, and the reference numeral-sign 80b of Fig. 8 is a view illustrating an
example of the line data 622 stored in the line data memory 602.

[0106] As learned from the comparison between 80a in Fig. 8 and 80b in Fig. 8, the line data 632 for one rotation of
the radial scanning and the line data 622 for one rotation of the radial scanning are stored in the line data memory 612
while being misaligned from each other by angular difference 6.

[0107] Description returns to Fig. 6. Stored line data 633 corresponding to the count value is subjected to R0 conversion
after performing various processing (line addition-averaging processing, filtering processing and the like) in a ultrasonic
wave tomographic image construction unit 613 based on an instruction from the control unit 605, thereby being sequen-
tially output as the ultrasonic wave tomographic image 634.

[0108] In the image processing unit 604, after performing the image processing to be displayed on the LCD monitor
113, the line data 633 is output to the LCD monitor 113 as the ultrasonic wave tomographic image 635.

[0109] As itis obvious from the description above, in the imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100 of the present embod-
iment, when being arranged on the rotary center axis along the axial direction, the ultrasonic wave transmitting and
receiving unit 310 and the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 are arranged to correspond to the pullback velocity
and the rotary velocity in the scanner & pull-back unit.

[0110] The distance between the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the light transmitting and
receiving unit 320 and the angular difference in the rotary angle direction are configured to be determined in consideration
of the simultaneity in measurement and influence of a pulsation therebetween and the size of the transmitting and
receiving unit.

[0111] The line data used for constructing one frame of the ultrasonic wave tomographic image and the line data used
for constructing one frame of the light tomographic image are configured to be determined in accordance with the angular
difference between the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the light transmitting and receiving unit
320 in the rotary angle direction.

[0112] As a result, it is possible to observe the same position in an imaging apparatus for diagnosis in which the
ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit and the light transmitting and receiving unit are used to be able to
respectively generate the tomographic images.

[Second Embodiment]

[0113] In the first embodiment, the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the light transmitting and
receiving unit 320 are configured to be arranged on the rotary center axis along the axial direction. However, the present
invention is not limited thereto. The ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the light transmitting and
receiving unit 320 may be configured to be misaligned from the rotary center axis. This is because each of the image
centers thereof can be adjusted through the image processing when generating the ultrasonic wave image and when
generating the light tomographic image. Therefore, the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the light
transmitting and receiving unit 320 are not necessarily arranged on the rotary center axis.

[0114] Fig. 9 is a view illustrating another cross-sectional configuration of the imaging core, and another arrangement
of the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit and the light transmitting and receiving unit in the imaging apparatus
for diagnosis of the present embodiment. Herein, the description will be given focusing on the dissimilarity with Fig. 3.

[0115] Asillustrated in Fig. 9, in the imaging apparatus for diagnosis of the present embodiment, the ultrasonic wave
transmitting and receiving unit 310 and the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 are arranged in positions apart from
the rotary center axis by distance r, and arranged to cause the angular difference between the ultrasonic wave transmit
direction (rotary angle direction) and the light transmit direction (rotary angle direction) to be 6.

[0116] In this manner, the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit and the light transmitting and receiving unit
can observe the same position by being configured to be respectively arranged in positions at equivalent distances from
the rotary center axis along the axial direction, similar to the first embodiment.

[Third Embodiment]

[0117] In the first embodiment, the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 is arranged on the distal side
and the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 is arranged on the proximal side in the configuration. However, the
present invention is not limited thereto so that the light transmitting and receiving unit 320 may be arranged on the distal
side and the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit 310 may be arranged on the proximal side in the configuration.
[0118] Inthefirstembodiment, there is no particular mention regarding an aspect of displaying the constructed ultrasonic
wave tomographic image and light tomographic image. However, the ultrasonic wave tomographic image and the light
tomographic image may be configured to display the tomographic images which respectively correspond to the positions
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inside a body cavity such as a blood vessel in the axial direction in parallel, or may be configured to display the same
to overlap with each other so as to match the image centers thereof.

[Other Embodiment]

[0119] The present invention is not limited to the embodiments described above, and thus, various changes and
modifications can be made without departing from the scope of the present invention as defined in the following claims.

Claims
1. A probe (101) comprising:

atransmitting and receiving unit in which an ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit (310) for transmitting
and receiving an ultrasonic wave and a light transmitting and receiving unit (320) for transmitting and receiving
light are arranged, the probe being configured to transmit an ultrasonic wave and light while the transmitting
and receiving unit rotates,

wherein a reflected wave and a reflected light can be transmitted to an imaging apparatus (100) for diagnosis
which uses the reflected wave received by the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit (310) from a
biological tissue and the reflected light received by the light transmitting and receiving unit (320) from a biological
tissue to generate an ultrasonic wave tomographic image and a light tomographic image of the biological tissue
in an axial direction, while the probe (101) moves inside a body lumen in the axial direction, and

wherein the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit (310) and the light transmitting and receiving unit
(320) are arranged so as to make an angular difference 6 [degrees] formed between the ultrasonic wave
transmitting and receiving unit (310) and the light transmitting and receiving unit (320) in an azimuth angle
direction to be proportional to a distance L [mm] between a position of the ultrasonic wave transmitting and
receiving unit (310) in the axial direction and a position of the light transmitting and receiving unit (320) in the
axial direction and a rotary velocity o [r/s] of the transmitting and receiving unit, and be inversely proportional
to a movement velocity V in [mm/s] of the transmitting and receiving unit in the axial direction, and wherein the
ultrasound wave transmitting and receiving unit (310) and the light transmitting and receiving unit (320) are
either arranged on the rotary center axis or in positions at equivalent distances from the rotary center axis along
the axial direction.

2. The probe according to Claim 1,
wherein the distance L and the angular difference 0 satisfy the relationship L = V/® X 6/360 when having the distance
L in mm, the angular difference 6 in degrees, the velocity o in r/s and the movement velocity V in mm/s.

3. The probe (101) according to Claim 2,
wherein the angular difference 0 is smaller than 360 degrees.

4. The probe (101) according to Claim 3,
wherein a differential time between a timing at which the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit (310)
performs scanning of a position inside the body lumen and a timing at which the light transmitting and receiving unit
(320) performs scanning of the same position thereof is equal to or smaller than 10 msec, wherein the angular
difference 0 is less than 108 degrees.

5. The probe (101) according to Claim 4,
wherein the distance L [mm] is equal to or shorter than 150 [um], wherein the angular difference 6 is equal to or
less than 90 degrees.

6. The probe (101) according to any one of Claims 1 to 5,
wherein an elevation angle of a transmit direction of the ultrasonic wave from the ultrasonic wave transmitting and
receiving unit (310) and a transmit direction of the light from the light transmitting and receiving unit (320) with respect
to the axial direction is substantially 90°.

7. The probe (101) according to claim 2, wherein the distance L is smaller than 600 [p.m].

8. The probe (101) according to Claim 1 or 7, wherein an angle formed between the axial direction and an ultrasonic
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wave transmit direction is substantially the same as an angle formed between the axial direction and a light transmit
direction.

An imaging apparatus (100) for diagnosis, comprising a probe (101) according to any one of claims 1 to 8, and
configured to generate an ultrasonic wave tomographic image and a light tomographic image using the reflected
wave and the reflected light which are transmitted from the probe (101), wherein each frame of the ultrasonic wave
tomographic image and the light tomographic image is constructed using line data which is generated based on the
reflected wave and the reflected light acquired when the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit (310) and
the light transmitting and receiving unit (320) respectively perform scanning of a same scanning position, wherein
the line data used for constructing one frame of the ultrasonic wave tomographic image and the line data used for
constructing one frame of the light tomographic image are configured to be determined in accordance with the
angular difference between the ultrasonic wave transmitting and receiving unit (310) and the light transmitting and
receiving unit (320) in the rotary angle direction.

Patentanspriiche

Sonde (101), umfassend:

eine Sende-und Empfangseinheit, in der eine Ultraschallwellen-Sende- und Empfangseinheit (310) zum Senden
und Empfangen einer Ultraschallwelle und eine Licht-Sende- und Empfangseinheit (320) zum Senden und
Empfangen von Licht angeordnet sind,

wobei die Sonde konfiguriert ist, um eine Ultraschallwelle und Licht zu senden, wahrend sich die Sende- und
Empfangseinheit dreht,

wobei eine reflektierte Welle und ein reflektiertes Licht zu einer Bildgebungsvorrichtung (100) zur Diagnose
Ubertragen werden kénnen, welche die von der Ultraschallwellen-Sende- und Empfangseinheit (310) empfan-
gene reflektierte Welle aus einem biologischen Gewebe und das durch die Licht-Sende- und Empfangseinheit
(320) empfangene reflektierte Licht von einem biologischen Gewebe verwendet, um ein Ultraschalltomogra-
phiebild und ein Lichttomographiebild des biologischen Gewebes in einer axialen Richtung zu erzeugen, wah-
rend sich die Sonde (101) in einem Kérperlumen in der axialen Richtung bewegt, und wobei die Ultraschallwellen-
Sende- und Empfangseinheit (310) und die Licht-Sende- und Empfangseinheit (320) so angeordnet sind, dass
sie bewirken,, dass eine Winkeldifferenz 6 [Grad], die zwischen der Ultraschallwellen-Sende- und Empfangs-
einheit (310) und der Licht-Sende- und Empfangseinheit (320) in einer Azimutwinkelrichtung gebildet wird,
proportional zu einem Abstand L [mm] zwischen einer Position der Ultraschallwellen-Sende- und Empfangs-
einheit (310) in der axialen Richtung und einer Position der Licht-Sende- und Empfangseinheit (320) in der
axialen Richtung und einer Drehgeschwindigkeit o [r/s] der Sende- und Empfangseinheit ist und umgekehrt
proportional zu einer Bewegungsgeschwindigkeit V in [mm/s] der Sende- und Empfangseinheit in der axialen
Richtung ist, und wobei die Ultraschallwellen-Sende- und Empfangseinheit (310) und die Licht-Sende- und
Empfangseinheit (320) entweder auf der Drehmittelachse oder in Positionen mit aquivalenten Abstanden von
der Drehmittelachse entlang der Achsenrichtung angeordnet sind.

Sonde nach Anspruch 1,
wobei der Abstand L und die Winkeldifferenz 6 die Beziehung L = V/® x 6/360 erflllen, wenn der Abstand L in mm,
die Winkeldifferenz 6 in Grad, die Geschwindigkeit o in r/s und die Bewegungsgeschwindigkeit V in mm/s sind.

Sonde (101) nach Anspruch 2,
wobei die Winkeldifferenz 0 kleiner als 360 Grad ist.

Sonde (101) nach Anspruch 3,

wobei eine Differenzzeit zwischen einem Zeitpunkt, zu dem die Ultraschallwellen-Sende- und Empfangseinheit
(310) eine Abtastung einer Position innerhalb des Kérperlumens durchfihrt, und einem Zeitpunkt, zu dem die Licht-
Sende- und Empfangseinheit (320) eine Abtastung derselben Position davon durchfiihrt, gleich oder kleiner als 10
ms ist, wobei die Winkeldifferenz 6 weniger als 108 Grad betragt.

Sonde (101) nach Anspruch 4,

wobei der Abstand L [mm] gleich oder kiirzer als 150 [um] ist, wobei die Winkeldifferenz 6 gleich oder kleiner als
90 Grad ist.
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Sonde (101) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 5,

wobei ein Elevationswinkel einer Senderichtung der Ultraschallwelle von der Ultraschallwellen-Sende- und Emp-
fangseinheit (310) und einer Senderichtung des Lichts von der Licht-Sende- und Empfangseinheit (320) in Bezug
auf die Achsenrichtung im Wesentlichen 90° betragt.

Sonde (101) nach Anspruch 2,
wobei der Abstand L kleiner als 600 [um] ist.

Sonde (101) nach Anspruch 1 oder 7,

wobei ein zwischen der Achsenrichtung und einer Ultraschallwellen-Ubertragungsrichtung gebildeter Winkel im
Wesentlichen identisch zu einem zwischen der Achsenrichtung und einer Lichtibertragungsrichtung gebildeten
Winkel ist.

Bildgebungsvorrichtung (100) zur Diagnose, umfassend eine Sonde (101) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 8 und
konfiguriert zum Erzeugen eines tomographischen Ultraschallbildes und eines tomographischen Lichtbildes unter
Verwendung der reflektierten Welle und des reflektierten Lichts, die von der Sonde (101) Ubertragen werden,
wobei jedes Einzelbild des tomographischen Ultraschallwellenbildes und des tomographischen Lichtbildes unter
Verwendung von Liniendaten aufgebaut ist, die basierend auf der reflektierten Welle und dem reflektierten Licht
erzeugt werden, wenn die Ultraschallwellen-Sende- und Empfangseinheit (310) und die Licht-Sende- und Emp-
fangseinheit (320) jeweils ein Abtasten einer identischen Abtastposition ausfiihren, wobei die Liniendaten, die zum
Konstruieren eines Einzelbildes des tomographischen Ultraschallwellenbildes verwendet werden, und die Linien-
daten, die zum Konstruieren eines Einzelbildes des tomographischen Lichtbildes verwendet werden, so konfiguriert
sind, dass sie geman der Winkeldifferenz zwischen der Ultraschallwellen-Sende- und Empfangseinheit (310) und
der Licht-Sende- und Empfangseinheit (320) in der Drehwinkelrichtung bestimmt werden.

Revendications

Sonde (101) comprenant :

une unité de transmission et de réception dans laquelle sont placées une unité de transmission et de réception
d’onde ultrasonore (310) destinée a émettre et a recevoir une onde ultrasonore et une unité de transmission
et de réception de lumiére (320) destinée a émettre et a recevoir une lumiére,

la sonde étant congue pour émettre une onde ultrasonore et une lumiére pendant que l'unité de transmission
et de réception est en rotation

ou une onde réfléchie et une lumiére réfléchie peuvent étre transmises vers un dispositif d'imagerie diagnostique
(100) qui utilise I'onde réfléchie regue par 'unité de transmission et de réception d’onde ultrasonore (310) en
provenance d’un tissu biologique et la lumiere réfléchie regue par l'unité de transmission et de réception de
lumiére (320) en provenance d’un tissu biologique pour générer une image tomographique d’onde ultrasonore
et une image tomographique de lumiére du tissu biologique dans une direction axiale, pendant que la sonde
(101) se déplace a I'intérieur d’'une lumiére corporelle dans la direction axiale, et

ou I'unité de transmission et de réception d’onde ultrasonore (310) et 'unité de transmission et de réception de
lumiére (320) sont disposées de maniéere a faire en sorte qu’une différence angulaire 6 (degrés) formée entre
'unité de transmission et de réception d’onde ultrasonore (310) et I'unité de transmission et de réception de
lumiéere (320) dans une direction angulaire azimutale soit proportionnelle a une distance L (mm) entre une
position de I'unité de transmission et de réception d’onde ultrasonore (310) dans la direction axiale et une
position de I'unité de transmission et de réception de lumiére (320) dans la direction axiale et une vitesse de
rotation o (r/s) de l'unité de transmission et de réception, et soit inversement proportionnelle a une vitesse de
déplacement V (mm/s) de l'unité de transmission et de réception dans la direction axiale, et ou 'unité de
transmission et de réception d’'onde ultrasonore (310) et I'unité de transmission et de réception de lumiére (320)
sont soit disposées sur I'axe central de rotation soit dans des positions a des distances équivalentes de I'axe
central de rotation le long de la direction axiale.

Sonde selon la revendication 1,
dans laquelle la distance L et la différence angulaire 6 répondent a la relation L = V/®o x 0/360 ou la distance L est

en mm, la différence angulaire 6 est en degrés, la vitesse o est en r/s et la vitesse de déplacement V est en mm/s.

Sonde (101) selon la revendication 2,
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dans laquelle la différence angulaire 6 est inférieure a 360 degrés.

Sonde (101) selon la revendication 3,

dans laquelle un temps différentiel entre un cadencement auquel l'unité de transmission et de réception d’'onde
ultrasonore (310) effectue le balayage d’une position a I'intérieur de la lumiéere corporelle et un cadencement auquel
I'unité de transmission et de réception de lumiére (320) effectue le balayage de la méme position est inférieur ou
égal a 10 msec, ou la différence angulaire 6 est inférieure a 108 degrés.

Sonde (101) selon la revendication 4,
dans laquelle la distance L (mm) est inférieure ou égale a 150 (.m), ou la différence angulaire 6 est inférieure ou
égale a 90 degrés.

Sonde (101) selon I'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 5,

dans laquelle un angle d’élévation d’'une direction de transmission de I'onde ultrasonore venant de I'unité de trans-
mission et de réception d’onde ultrasonore (310) et d’une direction de transmission de la lumiére venant de I'unité
de transmission et de réception de lumiére (320) par rapport a la direction axiale est sensiblement de 90°.

Sonde (101) selon la revendication 2,
dans laquelle la distance L est inférieure a 600 (pum).

Sonde (101) selon la revendication 1 ou 7,
dans laquelle un angle formé entre la direction axiale et une direction de transmission d’onde ultrasonore est
sensiblement le méme qu’un angle formé entre la direction axiale et une direction de transmission de lumiere.

Dispositif d'imagerie diagnostique (100) comprenant une sonde (101) selon 'une quelconque des revendications
1 a 8, et congu pour générer une image tomographique d’onde ultrasonore et une image tomographique de lumiere
en utilisant I'onde réfléchie et la lumiére réfléchie qui sont transmises depuis la sonde (101),

ou chaque trame de 'image tomographique d’onde ultrasonore et de 'image tomographique de lumiére est construite
al'aide de données en ligne qui sont générées a partir de 'onde réfléchie et de la lumiére réfléchie acquises lorsque
I'unité de transmission et de réception d’onde ultrasonore (310) et I'unité de transmission et de réception de lumiére
(320) effectuent respectivement le balayage d’'une méme position de balayage, ou les données en ligne utilisées
pour construire une trame de lI'image tomographique d’onde ultrasonore et les données en ligne utilisées pour
construire une trame de I'image tomographique de lumiére sont congues pour étre déterminées en fonction de la
différence angulaire entre I'unité de transmission et de réception d’onde ultrasonore (310) et I'unité de transmission
et de réception de lumiére (320) dans la direction angulaire de rotation.
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