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Description

Background of the Invention

[0001] This disclosure relates generally to patient mon-
itoring. More particularly, the present invention relates to
generation of alarms in physiological monitoring appara-
tuses, termed patient monitors below.
[0002] Makivirta A. et al ’The Median Filter as a Pre-
processor for a Patient Monitor Limit Alarm System in
Intensive Care’, Computer Methods and Programs in Bi-
omedicine Elsevier, Amsterdam, NL, vol. 34, no.2-3, 1
February 1991, pages 139-144 discloses median filtering
to remove brief variations in monitoring data comprising
the method steps of the preamble of claim 1.
[0003] US 2003/0214409 discloses a drug delivery
system for use during the performance of a medical pro-
cedure that monitors the ventilatory conditions of a pa-
tient.
[0004] Patient monitors are electronic devices de-
signed to display physiological information about a sub-
ject. Electrocardiogram (ECG), electroencephalogram
(EEG), plethysmographic signals, and signals related to
blood pressure, temperature, and respiration represent
typical physiological information contained in full-size pa-
tient monitors. Patient monitors are typically also fur-
nished with alarming functionality to alert the nursing staff
when a vital sign or physiological parameter of a patient
exceeds or drops below a preset limit. Alarms are nor-
mally both audible and visual effects aiming to alert the
staff to a life-threatening condition or to another event
considered vital.
[0005] In addition to individual sensor/parameter
alarms, patient monitors may be configured to raise com-
binatory alarms. That is, several physiological parame-
ters may be used to determine a combined index and to
give an alarm when the combined index fulfills a specific
criterion. The combinatory alarms may range from simple
combinations like "low heart rate and low arterial pres-
sure" to complex rule-based scenarios used in various
clinical support systems, for example. Below, the term
physiological parameter is used to refer to the physiolog-
ical variable to be monitored. As discussed above, the
variable may be an individual parameter, such as heart
rate or blood pressure, or a combinatory variable/index
derived from multiple individual parameters. An individ-
ual physiological parameter may also represent a wave-
form signal value determined over a predefined period
of time.
[0006] In most monitors, the alarm limits of a physio-
logical parameter may be defined by the user, since the
limits typically depend on patient etiology, age, gender,
medication, and various other subjective factors. Each
physiological parameter may also be assigned more than
one alarm limit/criterion. That is, for a specific physiolog-
ical parameter a patient monitor may raise alarms of dif-
ferent levels.
[0007] Alarm generation is a demanding task, as the

patient monitor should be both sensitive and specific in
producing alarms. In other words, the monitor should be
able to recognize all true alarm events, without raising
false or clinically irrelevant alarms. The difficulty of this
task reflects in a real clinical environment where a large
fraction of the alarms, even most alarms, may be con-
sidered to be false or at least clinically irrelevant. Such
a large number of false or irrelevant alarms causes an
enormous burden on the nursing staff and may also lead
to impairment of the responses to true alarms.
[0008] It has been suggested to wait a given time pe-
riod after the parameter crosses an alarm limit, thereby
to reduce alarms caused by very short-time crossings
that are likely to be caused by noise or signal artifacts. It
has also been suggested to reduce nuisance alarms in
a pulse oximeter by determining both the amount of time
the measured value is past the limit and the amount by
the limit is passed, and to inhibit an alarm based upon a
combination of the said two amounts. The combination
may be an integral that represents the area formed be-
tween the parameter envelope and the alarm limit after
the crossing of the limit.
[0009] A drawback related to the alarm generation
methods that start to analyze the signal and the nature
of the alarm limit crossing in response to the detected
crossing is the potential latency related to alarm initiation
and also to alarm termination, especially if the parameter
fluctuates near the alarm limit for a longer time and then
a more sudden change occurs for the worse. This may
be the case, for example, for a so-called decompensating
patient whose body functions first try to compensate for
the worsening physiological state. Consequently, the in-
formation obtained from the parameter is too positive dur-
ing the compensation and the subsequent alarm may be
delayed and assigned a low priority.

Brief Description of the Invention

[0010] The present invention provides a method for
managing alarms in a physiological monitoring apparatus
as defined in claim 1, a physiological monitoring appa-
ratus as defined in claim 6 and a computer program prod-
uct as defined in claim 11.
[0011] The above-mentioned problems are addressed
herein which will be comprehended from the following
specification. In order to decrease the number of clinically
irrelevant alarms, a plurality of averages of different av-
eraging periods are determined, each average being as-
signed a respective alarm limit, and an alarm decision is
made through analysis of the averages in view of the
respective limits. The averages may be sliding averages
determined substantially continuously. The mechanism
prevents brief alarm level violations from causing clini-
cally irrelevant alarms and allows fast alarm genera-
tion/termination in various situations.
[0012] In an embodiment, a method for managing
alarms in a physiological monitoring apparatus as de-
fined in claim 1 comprises in particular determining a plu-
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rality of averages of a physiological parameter derived
from at least one physiological signal acquired from a
subject, wherein the averages represent a corresponding
plurality of averaging periods. The method further com-
prises assigning respective alarm limits to the plurality of
averages, defining at least one alarm indicator, wherein
each alarm indicator is defined based on respective av-
erage and alarm limit, and detecting an alarm based on
the at least one alarm indicator.
[0013] In another embodiment, a physiological moni-
toring apparatus for monitoring a subject as defined in
claim 6 comprises in particular an averaging unit config-
ured to determine a plurality of averages of a physiolog-
ical parameter derived from at least one physiological
signal acquired from a subject, wherein the averages rep-
resent a corresponding plurality of averaging periods and
each average is assigned a respective alarm limit. The
apparatus further comprises an analysis unit configured
to define at least one alarm indicator, wherein each alarm
indicator is defined based on respective average and
alarm limit, and a detection unit configured to detect an
alarm based on the at least one alarm indicator.
[0014] In a still further embodiment, a computer pro-
gram product for a physiological monitoring apparatus
as defined in claim 11 comprises in particular a first pro-
gram product portion configured to determine a plurality
of averages of a physiological parameter of a subject,
wherein the averages represent a corresponding plurality
of averaging periods and each average is assigned a
respective alarm limit. The computer program product
further comprises a second program product portion con-
figured to define at least one alarm indicator, each alarm
indicator being defined based on respective average and
alarm limit and a third program product portion configured
to detect an alarm based on the at least one alarm indi-
cator.
[0015] Various other features, objects, and advantag-
es of the invention will be made apparent to those skilled
in the art from the following detailed description and ac-
companying drawings.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0016]

FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of an apparatus
for monitoring patients,

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram illustrating an embodiment
of the generation of alarms in the apparatus of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 illustrates an embodiment of the determina-
tion of alarm indicators; and

FIG. 4 illustrates an example of the functional entities
of a patient monitor in terms of alarm generation.

Detailed Description of the Invention

[0017] FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of a physio-
logical monitoring apparatus/system 10 for monitoring a
subject/patient 100. A monitoring apparatus/system nor-
mally acquires a plurality of physiological signals 11 from
the subject, where one physiological signal corresponds
to one measurement channel. The physiological signals
typically comprise several types of signals, such as ECG,
EEG, blood pressure, respiration, and plethysmographic
signals. Based on the raw real-time physiological signal
data obtained from the subject, a plurality of physiological
parameters may be determined, each physiological pa-
rameter being calculated from the waveform data of one
or more of the physiological signals acquired from the
subject. If a physiological parameter is derived from more
than one physiological signal, i.e. from more than one
measurement channel, the said physiological signals are
usually of the same signal type. The physiological pa-
rameter may thus also represent a waveform signal value
determined over a predefined period of time, although
the physiological parameter is typically a distinct param-
eter derived from one or more physiological signals, such
as heart rate derived from an ECG signal or an SPO2
value derived from a plethysmographic signal.
[0018] The physiological signals 11 acquired from the
subject are supplied to a control and processing unit 12
through a pre-processing stage (not shown) comprising
typically an input amplifier and a filter, for example. The
control and processing unit converts the signals into dig-
itized format for each measurement channel. The digi-
tized signal data may then be stored in the memory 13
of the control and processing unit. The digitized signal
data is utilized by parameter algorithms 14 adapted to
record, when executed by the control and processing
unit, the time series of the physiological parameters to
be monitored. The obtained time series of the physiolog-
ical parameters may be stored in the memory. Below,
alarm generation is discussed with respect to one phys-
iological parameter, which may be heart rate, for exam-
ple.
[0019] The control and processing unit uses a param-
eter averaging algorithm 15 to calculate a plurality of av-
erages of the monitored parameter, such as heart rate.
A dedicated averaging period, i.e. time constant, is used
for each average, thereby to obtain average values de-
fined over time periods of different lengths. In this context,
averaging may involve various methods of applying a
plurality of time constants to the data. In addition to arith-
metic averaging, root-mean-square averaging, exponen-
tial averaging (infinite impulse response digital filters) or
median filtering may be used, for example. The memory
further stores a plurality of alarm limits 17, each limit form-
ing an alarm limit for a particular average. The control
and processing unit further uses alarm detection and
management algorithms 16 to detect alarm events, to
produce alarm notifications, and to manage the alarms.
The algorithms 16 analyze the different averages in view
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of the respective alarm limits, and decide, based on the
analysis, when an alarm is detected. The algorithms may
further decide whether or not an alarm notification is to
be produced in response to a detected alarm. The algo-
rithms further handle an alarm detected, i.e. escalate
and/or terminate the alarm. The handling may depend
on the behavior of the averages and on user actions, for
example. As discussed below, in logical sense the alarm
generation and management algorithms may be divided
into several functional entities.
[0020] The control and processing unit is further con-
figured to control the display unit 18 of the apparatus. A
display control algorithm may be stored in the memory
of the control and processing unit and the apparatus may
be provided with more than one display unit. The user
may supply information and control the apparatus/sys-
tem through user interface 19. In addition to the visual
and/or audible effects possibly produced at a detected
alarm event, an alarm may also be transmitted to an ex-
ternal monitoring unit through a network, for example.
[0021] FIG. 2 is a flow diagram illustrating one embod-
iment of the operation of the control and processing unit
for detecting and managing an individual alarm. A plu-
rality of parameter averages are first determined in step
21 based on the parameter time sequence. Each average
is determined using a dedicated averaging period, i.e.
time constant. It is assumed here that six averages are
calculated over 2, 4, 8, 16, 32, and 64 seconds, respec-
tively. The control and processing unit then determines
at least one alarm indicator based on the averages and
the associated alarm limits 17 (step 22). Typically, an
alarm indicator is a truth value determined based on re-
spective average/limit pair, the truth value indicating
whether or not the respective parameter average has
reached/crossed the associated alarm limit, i.e. each
truth value indicates whether an alarm is true or false in
case of the corresponding average/limit pair. However,
the alarm indicators may also be non-logical variables,
such as variables that indicate the distance of each av-
erage from the respective alarm limit.
[0022] Consequently, six alarm indicators are typically
obtained in this example. Based on the alarm indicator(s),
a decision is then made whether or not an alarm event
is present (step 23). The decision is made based on a
predetermined alarm decision rule, which may be a fixed
rule, or controllable through control data of various type.
As is discussed below, the control data may include, for
example, the averages determined in step 21.
[0023] If the alarm decision made in step 23 is negative
(no alarm detection), the process continues the above
process, i.e. returns to step 21 to repeat the above steps.
New average values may be determined in a sliding man-
ner, for example once in a second. If the alarm decision
made in step 23 is affirmative (alarm detected), an alarm
notification may be generated in step 25 to alert the nurs-
ing staff before the process starts to manage the alarm
(step 26). The management may depend on various fac-
tors, such as user actions. It is to be noted here that even

though the nursing staff is normally notified, in step 25,
of an alarm detected in step 23, the generation of an
alarm notification (audible and/or visual effects) is not
necessary, but the alarm may be a hidden alarm. The
generation of an alarm notification and the management
of the alarm may depend on the alarm indicators. The
averages or the alarm indicators may also be utilized to
decide when to terminate the alarm and to return to "no
alarm" state. The management process may control the
alarm detection/generation process (steps 22, 23, and/or
25), so as to block detection/generation of a new alarm
until the apparatus has returned to "no alarm" state with
respect to the monitored parameter. This is illustrated
with a dashed arrow in FIG. 2.
[0024] FIG. 3 illustrates an example of steps 22 and
23 by showing a coordinate plane where the x coordinate
represents time and the y coordinate the averages and
the respective alarm limits. Using the above example, six
averages Ai (i=1, 2,..., 6) may be determined with time
constants of 2i seconds (2, 4, 8, 16, 32, and 64), respec-
tively. Each average Ai is assigned an alarm limit Li so
that the slowest average A6 (64 second average) is as-
sociated with a basic alarm limit L6. It is assumed here
that the severity/criticality increases as the parameter
values increase, which is the case for heart rate, for ex-
ample. The figure shows three successive decision-mak-
ing instants T1-T3. At each time instant, average Ai is
compared with respective alarm limit Li, as is illustrated
with small circles, thereby to obtain an alarm indicator
value, typically a logical truth value.
[0025] In order that the user does not have to adjust
several alarm limits, the control and processing unit may
determine the ultimate alarm limit L1 (that corresponds
to the fastest average) based on the basic alarm limit L6,
which may be determined by the user. The determination
of L1 may be carried out, for example, as follows: L1 =
P 3 L6 + F, where P is a predetermined coefficient (such
as 1.10) and C a predetermined constant (such as 10).
Consequently, the only limit that needs to be controlled
by the user is the basic alarm limit L6. The intermediate
alarm limits L2-L5 may be obtained, for example, by di-
viding the limits evenly between the basic alarm limit and
the ultimate alarm limit, as is shown in FIG. 3.
[0026] In terms of the alarm detection and manage-
ment, the functionalities of the control and processing
unit 12 may be divided, in logical sense, into several func-
tional entities shown in FIG. 4. A measurement unit 41
is configured to measure the physiological signal data
from the subject. A parameter determination unit 42 is
configured to determine, based on at least one physio-
logical signal, the physiological parameter(s) to be mon-
itored. An averaging unit 43 is configured to derive, from
each parameter to be monitored, a plurality of concurrent
averages of different averaging periods. The averaging
unit thus outputs averages Ai that change at different
rates due to the different time constants. An analysis unit
44 is configured to analyze at least one of the current
values of the averages, thereby to obtain at least one
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alarm indicator value. Typically, the analysis unit produc-
es a plurality of truth values by comparing the current
value of each average with the respective alarm limit.
The result of each comparison indicates whether or not
the average has reached/crossed the respective alarm
limit. The analysis unit may also produce non-logical var-
iables, such as variables that indicate the distance of an
average from the respective alarm limit. It assumed here
that the analysis unit is further configured to define the
alarm limits based on user input and to associate the
alarm limits with the respective averages.
[0027] An alarm detection unit 45 is configured to make
the final alarm decision based on the alarm indicator(s).
The alarm detection unit may use different predefined
rules for making the final alarm decision. The operation
of the alarm detection unit depends, for example, on
whether the analysis unit outputs logical or non-logical
values. In one embodiment relating to the use of logical
values, an affirmative alarm decision is made if the truth
values indicate that at least n (n≥2) averages have
reached/crossed the respective alarm limit values. The
value of n may be selected in view of a majority decision,
for example. However, the final decision on the occur-
rence of an alarm event may also be made using simple
OR logic. That is, an alarm may be detected in unit 45 if
any of the averages has reached/crossed the respective
limit value. The final alarm decision may also be made
without determining all truth values, i.e. immediately
when one or more of the truth values indicate that an
affirmative decision can be made without analyzing the
rest of the averages. Therefore, it is possible that the
analysis unit does not have to analyze all averages. Dif-
ferent weights may also be used for the averages, so that
a certain subset of the averages may determine the final
result regardless of the other averages. If the analysis
unit outputs non-logical values, the detection unit may
determine a final alarm value based on the said values
and compare the final alarm value to an alarm threshold,
thereby to decide whether or not an alarm is detected.
[0028] In one embodiment, the averages, or other var-
iables derived from the parameter, may be used to
change the alarm decision rule. For example, if it is de-
tected that one or more of the averages with long time-
constants are near to the respective alarm limits, the rule
may be changed so that an alarm is detected if any one
or more of the averages with short time-constants indi-
cate an alarm. For making the rule change decision, the
control and processing unit may also examine the said
average(s) of long time-constant(s) over a certain time
window. In anticipation of the occurrence of certain crit-
ical events, the alarm detection unit may thus change the
alarm decision rule based on the averages, thereby to
increase the rapidity of the alarm detection. The appara-
tus may also calculate various variables from the aver-
ages or the parameter, which provide further information
about the behaviour of the parameter, and change the
alarm decision rule based on the variables. For example,
certain detected topologies of the parameter waveform

may be used to change the alarm decision rule.
[0029] The alarm detection unit controls an alarm gen-
eration unit 46 configured to generate alarms based on
the decisions made in the alarm detection unit. The alarm
detection unit or the alarm generation unit may also de-
termine, based on the alarm indicators, an initial priority
level for the alarm. For example, the initial priority level
may be determined according to the number of alarm
indicators indicative of an alarm: the greater the number,
the higher the initial priority level of the alarm. Another
alternative is to increase the priority according to the
amount of the alarm limit crossing. A combination of the
number and amount may also be used to determine the
priority level. The change of the alarm decision rule may
be also be accompanied by a change in the manner the
priority level is determined, especially if the rule change
is made in anticipation of a critical event.
[0030] An alarm management unit 47 is configured to
manage each alarm generated. The management in-
cludes escalation and termination of alarms, for example.
For this, the unit may utilize the averages determined in
the averaging unit or the alarm indicators determined in
the analysis unit. For example, the alarm management
unit may control the escalation of a detected alarm ac-
cording to the alarm indicators (where escalation refers
to a process that extends the alarm from a lower to a
higher level of priority/severity, if the alarm persists
and/or goes unacknowledged long enough). This may
be carried out regardless of whether or not an initial pri-
ority level is determined for the alarm. That is, the alarm
may be escalated from any level of priority, except the
highest. Further, the alarm management unit may decide
to terminate an existing alarm when k (k=1, 2,...) fastest
averages start(s) to indicate "no alarm". The alarm man-
agement unit may control any one or more of units 44-46,
so as to block detection or generation of a new alarm
until the apparatus has returned to "no alarm" state with
respect to the parameter in question.
[0031] It is to be noted that FIG. 4 illustrates the division
of the functionalities of the control and processing unit in
logical sense and in view of the alarm generation. In a
real apparatus the functionalities may be distributed in
different ways between the elements or units of the ap-
paratus. That is, the apparatus may comprise the above
functional units only at logical level. Moreover, the appa-
ratus may be implemented as an auxiliary monitor utiliz-
ing the physiological data collected by another device.
Units 41 and 42 may therefore belong to another device
to which the auxiliary monitor is connectable.
[0032] A conventional patient monitor may be upgrad-
ed to enable the monitor to control the alarm escalation
in the above-described manner. Such an apparatus up-
grade may be implemented, for example, by delivering
to the monitor a software module that may contain the
above functionalities. The software module may be de-
livered, for example, on a data carrier, such as a CD or
a memory card, or through a telecommunications net-
work. However, since the software module may utilize
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the parameters already determined by the monitor, the
software module may comprise, for example, software
portions that correspond to functional entities 43-45 of
FIG. 4.
[0033] The above-described combination of averages
of different averaging periods allows rapid detection of
an alarm event regardless of the behavior of the param-
eter. For example, the use of the combination prevents
brief alarm level violations from causing clinically irrele-
vant alarms, because brief violations do not have a sig-
nificant effect on averages having a longer time-constant.
However, the averages of longer time-constants give an
indication if the parameter fluctuates around the alarm
limit. The above-described mechanisms also allow fast
alarm generation/termination in case of various param-
eter changes, since the averages with shorter time-con-
stants give a quick indication of the current trend of the
parameter. Thus, if the patient has been near the alarm
limit for a longer period and then an alarm crossing is
detected, an alarm may be raised rapidly. Furthermore,
as the averages are determined continuously, the infor-
mation necessary for the alarm decision is also available
continuously.
[0034] This written description uses examples to dis-
close the invention, including the best mode, and also to
enable any person skilled in the art to make and use the
invention. The patentable scope of the invention is de-
fined by the claims, and may include other examples that
occur to those skilled in the art. Such other examples are
intended to be within the scope of the claims if they have
structural or operational elements that do not differ from
the literal language of the claims, or if they have structural
or operational elements with insubstantial differences
from the literal language of the claims.
[0035] Various aspects of the present invention are de-
fined in the following numbered clauses:

1. A method for managing alarms in a physiological
monitoring apparatus, the method comprising:

- determining a plurality of averages of a physio-
logical parameter derived from at least one
physiological signal acquired from a subject,
wherein the averages represent a correspond-
ing plurality of averaging periods;

- assigning respective alarm limits to the plurality
of averages;

- defining at least one alarm indicator, wherein
each alarm indicator is defined based on respec-
tive average and alarm limit; and

- detecting an alarm based on the at least one
alarm indicator.

2. The method according to clause 1, wherein the
assigning includes assigning a basic alarm limit to a

first average of the plurality of averages, wherein the
first average represents the longest averaging peri-
od of the plurality of averages.

3. The method according to clause 1 or clause 2,
wherein the assigning further includes determining
an ultimate alarm limit based on the basic alarm limit
and assigning the ultimate alarm limit to a second
average of the plurality of averages, wherein the sec-
ond average represents the shortest averaging pe-
riod of the plurality of averages.

4. The method according to any preceding clause,
wherein the assigning includes assigning dedicated
alarm limits for averages between the first average
and the second average, wherein the order of the
dedicated alarm limits corresponds to length order
of the averaging periods.

5. The method according to any preceding clause,
wherein the assigning includes assigning the dedi-
cated alarm limits, in which the dedicated alarm limits
are evenly spaced between the basic alarm limit and
the ultimate alarm limit.

6. The method according to any preceding clause,
wherein the defining includes defining a plurality of
alarm indicators, in which each alarm indicator is an
alarm truth value defined based on respective aver-
age/alarm limit pair.

7. The method according to any preceding clause,
wherein the detecting includes one of

- forming a logic combination of the alarm truth
values; and

- detecting the alarm if at least a predetermined
number of the alarm indicators indicate an
alarm.

8. The method according to any preceding clause,
further comprising determining, based on the at least
one alarm indicator, an initial priority level for the
alarm.

9. The method according to any preceding clause,
wherein the detecting includes employing an alarm
decision rule, in which the detecting further includes
changing the alarm decision rule based on the plu-
rality of averages.

10. A physiological monitoring apparatus for moni-
toring a subject, the apparatus comprising:

- an averaging unit configured to determine a plu-
rality of averages of a physiological parameter
derived from at least one physiological signal
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acquired from a subject, wherein the averages
represent a corresponding plurality of averaging
periods and each average is assigned a respec-
tive alarm limit;

- an analysis unit configured to define at least one
alarm indicator, wherein each alarm indicator is
defined based on respective average and alarm
limit; and

- a detection unit configured to detect an alarm
based on the at least one alarm indicator.

11. The apparatus according to clause 10, wherein
a basic alarm limit is assigned to a first average of
the plurality of averages, and wherein the first aver-
age represents the longest averaging period of the
plurality of averages.

12. The apparatus according to clause 10 or clause
11, wherein the apparatus is further configured to
determine an ultimate alarm limit based on the basic
alarm limit and to assign the ultimate alarm limit to
a second average of the plurality of averages, where-
in the second average represents the shortest aver-
aging period of the plurality of averages.

13. The apparatus according to any of clause 10 to
12, wherein dedicated alarm limits are assigned to
averages between the first average and the second
average, in which the order of the dedicated alarm
limits corresponds to length order of the averaging
periods.

14. The apparatus according to any of clause 10 to
13, wherein the dedicated alarm limits are evenly
spaced between the basic alarm limit and the ulti-
mate alarm limit.

15. The apparatus according to any of clause 10 to
14, wherein the analysis unit is configured to define
a plurality of alarm indicators, in which each alarm
indicator is an alarm truth value defined based on
respective average/alarm limit pair.

16. The apparatus according to any of clause 10 to
15, wherein the detection unit is configured to per-
form one of the following

- form a logic combination of the truth values and

- detect an alarm if at least a predetermined
number of the alarm indicators indicate an
alarm.

17. The apparatus according to any of clause 10 to
16, wherein the detection unit is configured to employ
an alarm decision rule, in which the detection unit is

further configured to change the alarm decision rule
based on the plurality of averages.

18. The apparatus according to any of clause 10 to
17, wherein the ultimate alarm limit corresponds to
a value obtained by multiplying the basic limit by a
predetermined coefficient and adding a predefined
fixed constant.

19. The apparatus according to any of clause 10 to
18, wherein the detection unit is further configured
to determine, based on the at least one alarm indi-
cator, an initial priority level for the alarm.

20. A computer program product for a physiological
monitoring apparatus, the computer program prod-
uct comprising:

- a first program product portion configured to de-
termine a plurality of averages of a physiological
parameter of a subject, wherein the averages
represent a corresponding plurality of averaging
periods and each average is assigned a respec-
tive alarm limit;

- a second program product portion configured to
define at least one alarm indicator, each alarm
indicator being defined based on respective av-
erage and alarm limit; and

- a third program product portion configured to de-
tect an alarm based on the at least one alarm
indicator

Claims

1. A method for managing alarms in a physiological
monitoring apparatus, the method comprising:

- determining (21) a plurality of averages of a
physiological parameter derived from at least
one physiological signal (11) acquired from a
subject (100), wherein the averages represent
a corresponding plurality of averaging periods;
- assigning respective alarm limits (17) to the
plurality of averages;
- defining (22) at least one alarm indicator,
wherein each alarm indicator is defined based
on respective average and alarm limit; and
- detecting (23, 24) an alarm based on the at
least one alarm indicator;

wherein the assigning includes assigning a basic
alarm limit (L6) to a first average of the plurality of
averages, wherein the first average represents the
longest averaging period of the plurality of averages;
characterised by determining an ultimate alarm lim-
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it (L1) based on the basic alarm limit and assigning
the ultimate alarm limit to a second average of the
plurality of averages, wherein the second average
represents the shortest averaging period of the plu-
rality of averages, wherein the ultimate alarm limit
(L1) corresponds to a value obtained by multiplying
the basic alarm limit (L6) by a predetermined coeffi-
cient and adding a predefined fixed constant.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the defin-
ing includes defining a plurality of alarm indicators,
in which each alarm indicator is an alarm truth value
defined based on respective average/alarm limit
pair.

3. The method according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein
the detecting includes one of

- forming a logic combination of the alarm truth
values; and
- detecting the alarm if at least a predetermined
number of the alarm indicators indicate an
alarm.

4. The method according to any preceding claims, fur-
ther comprising determining, based on the at least
one alarm indicator, an initial priority level for the
alarm.

5. The method according to any preceding claims,
wherein the detecting includes employing an alarm
decision rule, in which the detecting further includes
changing the alarm decision rule based on the plu-
rality of averages.

6. A physiological monitoring apparatus for monitoring
a subject, the apparatus comprising:

- an averaging unit (12, 15; 43) configured to
determine a plurality of averages of a physiolog-
ical parameter derived from at least one physi-
ological signal (11) acquired from a subject
(100), wherein the averages represent a corre-
sponding plurality of averaging periods and
each average is assigned a respective alarm
limit;
- an analysis unit (12; 44) configured to define
at least one alarm indicator, wherein each alarm
indicator is defined based on respective average
and alarm limit; and
- a detection unit (12; 45) configured to detect
an alarm based on the at least one alarm indi-
cator;

wherein a first average of the plurality of averages
is arranged to have a basic alarm limit (L6) assigned
thereto, and wherein the first average represents the
longest averaging period of the plurality of averages;

characterised in that the apparatus is arranged to
determine an ultimate alarm limit (L1) based on the
basic alarm limit (L6) and the ultimate alarm limit (L1)
is assigned to a second average of the plurality of
averages, wherein the second average represents
the shortest averaging period of the plurality of av-
erages, wherein the ultimate alarm limit (L1) corre-
sponds to a value obtained by multiplying the basic
alarm limit (L6) by a predetermined coefficient and
adding a predefined fixed constant.

7. The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the
analysis unit (12; 44) is configured to define a plu-
rality of alarm indicators, in which each alarm indi-
cator is an alarm truth value defined based on re-
spective average/alarm limit pair.

8. The apparatus according to claim 6 of claim 7, where-
in the detection unit (12; 45) is
configured to perform one of the following

- form a logic combination of the truth values and
- detect an alarm if at least a predetermined
number of the alarm indicators indicate an
alarm.

9. The apparatus according to any of claims 6 to 8,
wherein the detection unit is configured to employ
an alarm decision rule, in which the detection unit is
further configured to change the alarm decision rule
based on the plurality of averages.

10. The apparatus according to any of claims 6 to 9,
wherein the detection unit (12; 45) is further config-
ured to determine, based on the at least one alarm
indicator, an initial priority level for the alarm.

11. A computer program product for a physiological
monitoring apparatus, the computer program prod-
uct comprising:

- a first program product portion configured to
determine a plurality of averages of a physiolog-
ical parameter of a subject (100), wherein the
averages represent a corresponding plurality of
averaging periods and each average is as-
signed a respective alarm limit;
- a second program product portion configured
to define at least one alarm indicator, each alarm
indicator being defined based on respective av-
erage and alarm limit; and
- a third program product portion configured to
detect an alarm based on the at least one alarm
indicator;
- wherein defining at least one alarm indicator
includes a first average of the plurality of aver-
ages arranged to have a basic alarm limit (L6)
assigned thereto, wherein the first average rep-
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resents the longest averaging period of the plu-
rality of averages; and

characterised in that the first program product por-
tion determines an ultimate alarm limit (L1) based
on the basic alarm limit and assigns the ultimate
alarm limit to a second average of the plurality of
averages, wherein the second average represents
the shortest averaging period of the plurality of av-
erages, wherein the ultimate alarm limit (L1) corre-
sponds to a value obtained by multiplying the basic
alarm limit (L6) by a predetermined coefficient and
adding a predefined fixed constant.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zur Verwaltung von Alarmen in einer phy-
siologischen Überwachungseinrichtung, wobei das
Verfahren umfasst:

- Bestimmen (21) einer Vielzahl von Mittelwer-
ten eines physiologischen Parameters, der von
mindestens einem von einem Subjekt (100) er-
worbenen physiologischen Signal (11) abgelei-
tet ist, wobei die Mittelwerte eine entsprechende
Vielzahl von Mittelungszeiträumen darstellen;
- Zuweisen entsprechender Alarmgrenzen (17)
zu der Vielzahl von Mittelwerten;
- Definieren (22) von mindestens einem Alar-
mindikator, wobei jeder Alarmindikator auf der
Grundlage des jeweiligen Mittelwerts und der
Alarmgrenze definiert ist; und
- Erfassen (23, 24) eines Alarms auf der Grund-
lage des mindestens einen Alarmindikators;

wobei das Zuordnen das Zuweisen einer Basisa-
larmgrenze (L6) zu einem ersten Mittelwert der Viel-
zahl von Mittelwerten beinhaltet, wobei der erste Mit-
telwert der längste Mittelungszeitraum der Vielzahl
von Mittelwerten darstellt;
gekennzeichnet durch Bestimmen einer absoluten
Alarmgrenze (L1) auf der Grundlage der Basisalarm-
grenze und Zuweisen der absoluten Alarmgrenze zu
einem zweiten Mittelwert der Vielzahl von Mittelwer-
ten, wobei der zweite Mittelwert den kürzeste Mitte-
lungszeitraum der Vielzahl von Mittelwerten dar-
stellt, wobei die absolute Alarmgrenze (L1) einem
Wert entspricht, der durch Multiplizieren der Basisa-
larmgrenze (L6) mit einem vorbestimmten Koeffizi-
enten und durch Hinzufügen einer vordefinierten fes-
ten Konstante erhalten wird.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Definieren
das Definieren einer Vielzahl von Alarmindikatoren
beinhaltet, wobei jeder Alarmindikator ein Alarm-
wahrheitswert ist, der auf der Grundlage des jewei-
ligen Mittelwerts/Alarmgrenzpaars definiert ist.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1 oder Anspruch 2, wobei
das Erfassen Folgendes beinhaltet:

- Bilden einer logischen Kombination der Alarm-
wahrheitswerte; und
- Erfassen des Alarms, wenn mindestens eine
vorbestimmte Anzahl der Alarmindikatoren ei-
nen Alarm anzeigt.

4. Verfahren nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
weiter umfassend das Bestimmen einer anfängli-
chen Prioritätsstufe für den Alarm auf der Grundlage
des mindestens einen Alarmindikators.

5. Verfahren nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
wobei das Erfassen das Verwenden einer Alarment-
scheidungsregel beinhaltet, wobei das Erfassen
weiter das Ändern der Alarmentscheidungsregel auf
der Grundlage der Vielzahl von Mittelwerten bein-
haltet.

6. Physiologische Überwachungseinrichtung zur Über-
wachung eines Subjekts, wobei die Einrichtung Fol-
gendes umfasst:

- eine Mittelungseinheit (12, 15; 43), die konfi-
guriert ist, um eine Vielzahl von Mittelwerten ei-
nes physiologischen Parameters zu bestim-
men, der von mindestens einem von einem Sub-
jekt (100) erworbenen physiologischen Signal
(11) abgeleitet ist, wobei die Mittelwerte eine
entsprechende Vielzahl von Mittelungszeiträu-
men darstellen und jeder Mittelwert einer ent-
sprechenden Alarmgrenze zugeordnet ist;
- eine Analyseeinheit (12; 44), die konfiguriert
ist, um mindestens einem Alarmindikator zu de-
finieren, wobei jeder Alarmindikator auf der
Grundlage des jeweiligen Mittelwerts und der
Alarmgrenze definiert ist; und
- eine Erfassungseinheit (12; 45), die konfigu-
riert ist, um einen Alarm auf der Grundlage des
mindestens einen Alarmindikators zu erfassen;

wobei ein erster Mittelwert der Vielzahl von Mittel-
werten angeordnet ist, um eine ihm zugeordnete Ba-
sisalarmgrenze (L6) zu haben, und wobei der erste
Mittelwert den längsten Mittelungszeitraum der Viel-
zahl von Mittelwerten darstellt;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Einrichtung an-
geordnet ist, um eine absolute Alarmgrenze (L1) auf
der Grundlage der Basisalarmgrenze (L6) zu bestim-
men, und die absolute Alarmgrenze (L1) einem zwei-
ten Mittelwert der Vielzahl von Mittelwerten zugeord-
net wird, wobei der zweite Mittelwert den kürzesten
Mittelungszeitraum der Vielzahl von Mittelwerten
darstellt, wobei die absolute Alarmgrenze (L1) einem
Wert entspricht, der durch Multiplizieren der Basisa-
larmgrenze (L6) mit einem vorbestimmten Koeffizi-
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enten und durch Hinzufügen einer vordefinierten fes-
ten Konstante erhalten wird.

7. Einrichtung nach Anspruch 6, wobei die Analysee-
inheit (12; 44) konfiguriert ist, um eine Vielzahl von
Alarmindikatoren zu definieren, wobei jeder Alarmin-
dikator ein Alarmwahrheitswert ist, der auf der
Grundlage eines jeweiligen Mittelwerts/Alarmgrenz-
paares definiert ist.

8. Einrichtung nach Anspruch 6 von Anspruch 7, wobei
die Erfassungseinheit (12; 45) konfiguriert ist, um
eines der Folgenden auszuführen

- eine logische Kombination der Wahrheitswerte
bilden und
- einen Alarm erfassen, wenn mindestens eine
vorbestimmte Anzahl der Alarmindikatoren ei-
nen Alarm anzeigt.

9. Einrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 6 bis 8, wobei
die Erfassungseinheit konfiguriert ist, um eine Alar-
mentscheidungsregel zu verwenden, wobei die Er-
fassungseinheit weiter konfiguriert ist, um die Alar-
mentscheidungsregel auf der Grundlage der Viel-
zahl von Mittelwerten zu ändern.

10. Einrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 6 bis 9, wobei
die Erfassungseinheit (12; 45) weiter konfiguriert ist,
um auf der Grundlage des mindestens einen Alar-
mindikators eine anfängliche Prioritätsstufe für den
Alarm zu bestimmen.

11. Computerprogrammprodukt für eine physiologische
Überwachungseinrichtung, wobei das Computer-
programmprodukt Folgendes umfasst:

- einen ersten Programmproduktabschnitt, der
konfiguriert ist, um eine Vielzahl von Mittelwer-
ten eines physiologischen Parameters eines
Subjekts (100) zu bestimmen, wobei die Mittel-
werte eine entsprechende Vielzahl von Mitte-
lungszeiträumen darstellen und jedem Mittel-
wert eine entsprechende Alarmgrenze zugeord-
net ist;
- einen zweiten Programmproduktabschnitt, der
konfiguriert ist, um mindestens einen Alarmin-
dikator zu definieren, wobei jeder Alarmindikator
auf der Grundlage des jeweiligen Mittelwerts
und der Alarmgrenze definiert ist; und
- einen dritten Programmproduktabschnitt, der
konfiguriert ist, um einen Alarm auf der Grund-
lage des mindestens einen Alarmindikators zu
erfassen;
- wobei das Definieren von mindestens einem
Alarmindikator einen ersten Mittelwert der Viel-
zahl von Mittelwerten beinhaltet, der angeordnet
ist, um ihnen eine Basisalarmgrenze (L6) zuzu-

weisen, wobei der erste Mittelwert der längste
Mittelungszeitraum der Vielzahl von Mittelwer-
ten darstellt; und

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
der erste Programmproduktabschnitt eine absolute
Alarmgrenze (L1) auf der Grundlage der Basisalarm-
grenze bestimmt und die absolute Alarmgrenze ei-
nem zweiten Mittelwert der Vielzahl von Mittelwerten
zuordnet, wobei der zweite Mittelwert den kürzesten
Mittelungszeitraum der Vielzahl von Mittelungszeit-
räumen darstellt, wobei die absolute Alarmgrenze
(L1) einem Wert entspricht, der durch Multiplizieren
der Basisalarmgrenze (L6) mit einem vorbestimmten
Koeffizienten und durch Hinzufügen einer vordefi-
nierten festen Konstante erhalten wird.

Revendications

1. Procédé de gestion d’alarmes dans un appareil de
surveillance physiologique, le procédé comprenant :

- la détermination (21) d’une pluralité de moyen-
nes d’un paramètre physiologique tiré d’au
moins un signal physiologique (11) acquis
auprès d’un sujet (100), dans lequel les moyen-
nes représentent une pluralité correspondante
de périodes de prise de moyennes ;
- l’affectation de limites d’alarmes respectives
(17) à la pluralité de moyennes ;
- la définition (22) d’au moins un indicateur
d’alarme, dans lequel chaque indicateur d’alar-
me est défini sur la base d’une moyenne et d’une
limite d’alarme respectives ; et
- la détection (23, 24) d’une alarme sur la base
du au moins un indicateur d’alarme ; dans lequel
l’affectation comprend l’affectation d’une limite
d’alarme de base (L6) à une première moyenne
de la pluralité de moyennes, dans lequel la pre-
mière moyenne représente la période de prise
de moyenne la plus longue de la pluralité de
moyennes ;

caractérisé par la détermination d’une limite d’alar-
me ultime (L1) sur la base de la limite d’alarme de
base et par l’affectation de la limite d’alarme ultime
à une seconde moyenne de la pluralité de moyen-
nes, dans lequel la seconde moyenne représente la
période de prise de moyenne la plus courte de la
pluralité de moyennes, dans lequel la limite d’alarme
ultime (L1) correspond à une valeur obtenue en mul-
tipliant la limite d’alarme de base (L6) par un coeffi-
cient prédéterminé et l’addition d’une constante fixe
prédéfinie.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la dé-
finition comprend la définition d’une pluralité d’indi-
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cateurs d’alarmes, dans lequel chaque indicateur
d’alarme est une valeur de vérité d’alarme définie
sur la base d’une paire de moyennes et de limites
d’alarmes respectives.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1 ou la revendication
2, dans lequel la détection comprend l’une des
suivantes :

- la formation d’une combinaison logique des
valeurs de vérité d’alarmes ; et
- la détection de l’alarme si au moins un nombre
prédéterminé des indicateurs d’alarmes indique
une alarme.

4. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, comprenant en outre la détermination
sur la base du au moins un indicateur d’alarme d’un
niveau de priorité initial pour l’alarme.

5. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel la détection comprend
l’emploi d’une règle de décision d’alarme, dans le-
quel la détection comprend en outre le changement
de la règle de décision d’alarme sur la base de la
pluralité de moyennes.

6. Appareil de surveillance physiologique pour sur-
veiller un sujet, l’appareil comprenant :

- une unité de prise de moyenne (12, 15 ; 43)
configurée pour déterminer une pluralité de
moyennes d’un paramètre physiologique tiré
d’au moins un signal physiologique (11) acquis
auprès d’un sujet (100), dans lequel les moyen-
nes représentent une pluralité correspondante
de périodes de prise de moyenne et chaque
moyenne se voit affecter une limite d’alarme
respective ;
- une unité d’analyse (12 ; 44) configurée pour
déterminer au moins un indicateur d’alarme,
dans lequel chaque indicateur d’alarme est dé-
fini sur la base d’une moyenne et d’une limite
d’alarme respectives ; et
- une unité de détection (12 ; 45) configurée pour
détecter une alarme sur la base du au moins un
indicateur d’alarme ;

dans lequel une première moyenne de la pluralité
de moyennes est agencée pour avoir une limite
d’alarme de base (L6) qui lui est affectée et dans
lequel la première moyenne représente la période
de prise de moyenne la plus longue de la pluralité
de moyennes ;
caractérisé en ce que l’appareil est agencé pour
déterminer une limite d’alarme ultime (L1) sur la base
de la limite d’alarme de base (L6) et la limite d’alarme
ultime (L1) est affectée à une seconde moyenne de

la pluralité de moyennes, dans lequel la seconde
moyenne représente la période de prise de moyenne
la plus courte de la pluralité de moyennes, dans le-
quel la limite d’alarme ultime (L1) correspond à une
valeur obtenue en multipliant la limite d’alarme de
base (L6) par un coefficient prédéterminé et en ajou-
tant une constante fixe prédéfinie.

7. Appareil selon la revendication 6, dans lequel l’unité
d’analyse (12 ; 44) est configurée pour définir une
pluralité d’indicateurs d’alarmes, dans lequel chaque
indicateur d’alarme est une valeur d’alarme définie
sur la base d’une paire respective de moyenne/limite
d’alarme.

8. Appareil selon la revendication 6 ou la revendication
7, dans lequel l’unité de détection (12 ; 45) est con-
figurée pour effectuer l’une des actions suivantes :

- former une combinaison logique des valeurs
de vérité et
- détecter une alarme si au moins un nombre
prédéterminé des indicateurs d’alarmes indique
une alarme.

9. Appareil selon l’une quelconque des revendications
6 à 8, dans lequel l’unité de détection est configurée
pour employer une règle de décision d’alarme, dans
laquelle l’unité de détection est en outre configurée
pour modifier la règle de décision d’alarme sur la
base de la pluralité de moyennes.

10. Appareil selon l’une quelconque des revendications
6 à 9, dans lequel l’unité de détection (12 ; 45) est
en outre configurée pour déterminer sur la base du
au moins un indicateur d’alarme un niveau de priorité
initial pour l’alarme.

11. Produit de programme informatique pour un appareil
de surveillance physiologique, le produit de pro-
gramme informatique comprenant :

- une première partie de produit de programme
configurée pour déterminer une pluralité de
moyennes d’un paramètre physiologique d’un
sujet (100), dans lequel les moyennes représen-
tent une pluralité correspondante de périodes
de prise de moyenne et chaque moyenne se voit
affecter une limite d’alarme respective ;
- une deuxième partie de produit de programme
configurée pour définir au moins un indicateur
d’alarme, chaque indicateur d’alarme étant dé-
fini sur la base d’une moyenne et d’une limite
d’alarme respectives ; et
- une troisième partie de produit de programme
configurée pour détecter une alarme sur la base
du au moins un indicateur d’alarme ;
- dans lequel la définition d’au moins un indica-
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teur d’alarme comprend une première moyenne
de la pluralité de moyennes agencée pour avoir
une limite d’alarme de base (L6) qui lui est af-
fectée, dans lequel la première moyenne repré-
sente la période de prise de moyenne la plus
longue de la pluralité de moyennes ; et

caractérisé en ce que la première partie de produit
de programme détermine une limite d’alarme ultime
(L1) basée sur la limite d’alarme de base et affecte
la limite d’alarme ultime à une seconde moyenne de
la pluralité de moyennes, dans lequel la seconde
moyenne représente la période de prise de moyenne
la plus courte de la pluralité de moyennes, dans le-
quel la limite d’alarme ultime (L1) correspond à une
valeur obtenue en multipliant la limite d’alarme de
base (L6) par un coefficient prédéterminé et en ajou-
tant une constante fixe prédéfinie.
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