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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a method for
determining geometrical properties of a structure of an
object displayed in an image. Furthermore, the present
invention relates to a method for determining a deform-
able model for adaptation to an object, to an image
processing device and to a computer program for an im-
age processing device for determining geometrical prop-
erties of an object.
[0002] WO 96/41567 discloses an anatomical visuali-
sation system in which 2D scanned slices are stored
along with a 3D computer model generated from those
slices, the model comprising polygonal shapes or para-
metric surface models. A composite image is created
from the geometric 3D model and a selected 2D slice.
To determine the length of a blood vessel shown in the
2D slices, a user may interact with the computer to select
the vessel, and compute its length from the 2D slice data.
[0003] The present invention relates in particular to the
automated measurement of geometrical properties of an-
atomical objects using deformable models in the field of
medical digital imaging. The increasing availability of 3D
medical image data improves diagnostics and treatment
possibilities dramatically. Due to the size and complexity
of large 3D datasets, automated tools for quantitative
measurements are important for fast, accurate and re-
producible analysis of such image data in daily clinical
routine. For example, applications include orthopaedic
diagnosis and treatment (e.g. define and measure geo-
metrical properties of bones in CT), or cardiac imaging
(e.g. extract the location of specific axes required for
scan-plane-planning in MR).
[0004] Manual definition and measurement of geomet-
rical properties (e.g. the long axis of a femur shaft, the
short axis of the left heart ventricle) based on image data
is time consuming, subjective, and error prone, and
therefore not clinically practical. A first step towards the
automatic measurement is the extraction of the object
surface, e.g. by adapting a deformable, parametric sur-
face model to the object of interest. Methods of this kind
are known, for example, from J. Weese et al. "Shape
constrained deformable models for 3D medical image
segmentation" 17th International Conference on Infor-
mation Processing in Medical Imaging (IPMI), pages
380-387, Davis, CA, USA, 2001, Springer Verlag, and T.
McInerney et al. "Deformable models in medical image
analysis: A survey" in Medical Image Analysis,
1(2):91-108, 1996. After initial placement of the deform-
able model by an operator with, for example, a mouse,
the model is iteratively deformed until it matches the sur-
face of the object to be measured. However, often the
measurement of geometrical properties cannot readily
be derived from the complete object surface. For exam-
ple, the axis of a femur shaft or an angle between two
vertebral endplates are geometrical properties defined
by parts of the object, which are difficult to specify by a
human operator in an accurate and reproducible fashion.

Such methods are very well adapted to extract the sur-
face of the object, providing all necessary information
concerning the surface of the object. However, there are
a great number of measurements of geometrical proper-
ties which cannot be derived from the object surface. For
example, a center of a femur head or an axis of a femur
shaft of the femur are geometrical properties which can-
not be directly derived from the complete object surface.
[0005] It is an object of the present invention to provide
a method for determining geometrical properties of a
structure of an object displayed in an image, allowing
automated measurements of geometrical properties of
objects.
[0006] The invention is defined by the claims.
[0007] In accordance with the present invention, this
object is solved with a method for determining geomet-
rical properties of a structure of an object displayed in an
image comprising the steps of adapting a deformable
surface model to the object, applying additional geomet-
rical information to the adapted deformable surface mod-
el of the object, and extracting the geometrical properties
of the structure of the object from the adapted deformable
surface model to which additional geometrical informa-
tion has been applied.
[0008] According to the present invention, due to the
integration of additional geometrical information into the
deformable surface model, geometrical properties of the
objects can advantageously automatically be measured.
Furthermore, the present invention allows to derive ge-
ometrical properties from a surface of an object which
have a definition based on sub-parts of the object. For
example, the present invention allows to automatically
extract a center of the femur head, whereas, only the
surface of the whole femur is displayed. Due to the inte-
gration of additional geometrical information, diagnosis
and treatment of a patient can be carried out more pre-
cisely.
[0009] Surface elements belonging to a particular sub-
part of the object are identified. Due to the identification
of surface elements of sub-parts of the object, particular
sub-parts of the object may be recognized automatically.
For example, by identifying surface elements in the mod-
el belonging to the femur head, a femur head in an unseen
image can be automatically identified and the boundaries
of the femur head can be identified.
[0010] Geometrical properties of the object are derived
on the basis of the geometrical primitive. Advantageous-
ly, this allows a very simple procedure to identify geo-
metrical properties of the object which are not based on
the surface of the object. For example, the center of the
femur head is identified from coordinates and parameters
of the sphere fit to the femur head. Advantageously, a
computation time is minimized.
[0011] A deformable model is provided for adaptation
to an object, enabling the automated measurement of
geometric properties of objects when applied to an ob-
ject. The deformable model enables a highly accurate
adaptation of the model to the object.
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[0012] Advantageously, according to another exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention, surface ele-
ments belonging to sub-parts of the object are selected
and labelled. This allows a simple and efficient recon-
naissance of sub-parts of the object and an identification
of surface elements belonging to these sub-parts requir-
ing a minimized number of calculations when the model
is applied to a new object in an image.
[0013] A simple method is provided allowing an effi-
cient determination of a transformation rule for fitting the
geometric primitive into the surface model.
[0014] As apparent from the above explanations and
the following description, it is the gist of the present in-
vention to integrate additional geometrical information in-
to a deformable model, which model is then applied to
an object displayed in an image, wherein, for determining
geometrical properties of the structure of the object, the
additional geometrical information is used. The geomet-
rical properties may be included into the model by iden-
tifying and labelling sub-parts (e.g. surface elements of
a mesh such as triangles) of the surface model and fitting
geometric primitives (e.g. a sphere to the femur head) to
these sub-parts in order to represent the geometrical
properties. Since the number of surface elements (here
the number of triangle) of a sub-part remains constant
during adaptation of the surface model to the object, and
the triangles reach the same anatomical location for in-
dividual objects, the adaptation of a label deformable
model to an unseen image advantageously allows to
identify the sub-parts on the unseen object surface based
on a one-to-one point correspondence between original
and adapted mesh.
[0015] These and other aspects of the invention will be
apparent from and elucidated with the reference to the
exemplary embodiments described hereinafter. The fol-
lowing exemplary embodiments of the present invention
will be described with reference to the Figures.

Fig.1 shows a schematic representation of an exem-
plary embodiment of an image processing device
suitable for executing an exemplary embodiment of
the method according to the present invention.
Fig. 2 shows a flow chart of an exemplary embodi-
ment of a method for determining an extended de-
formable surface model according to the present in-
vention.
Fig. 3 shows a flow chart of an exemplary embodi-
ment of the method according to the present inven-
tion.
Fig. 4 shows an image of a vertebra model deter-
mined with a method according to an exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention applied to a ver-
tebra.
Fig. 5 shows an exemplary embodiment of an adap-
tation of a surface model according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention to an image of
a vertebra and the fitting of a plane to the top endplate
of the vertebra in accordance with an exemplary em-

bodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 6 shows an exemplary image of a femur head,
wherein the surface elements belonging to a sub-
part of the femur have been labelled, in accordance
with an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
Fig. 7 shows an image of a femur wherein primitives
were fit to sub-parts of the femur, in accordance with
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 8 shows an image wherein geometric properties
of the femur are derived from the geometric primitive,
in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

[0016] Figure 1 depicts an exemplary embodiment of
an image processing device according to the present in-
vention, for executing an exemplary embodiment of a
method in accordance with the present invention. The
image processing device depicted in Fig. 1 comprises a
central processing unit (CPU) or image processor 1 con-
nected to a memory 2 for storing a deformable model
and an image depicting an object. The image processor
1 may be connected by a link 3 to a plurality of input/out-
put-, network- or diagnosis-devices such as an MR de-
vice or a CT device. The image processor is furthermore
connected to a display device 4 (for, e.g. a computer
monitor) for displaying information or images computed
or adapted in the image processor 1. An operator may
interact with the image processor 1 via a keyboard 5
and/or other output devices which are not depicted in Fig.
1.
[0017] Figure 2 shows a flow chart of an exemplary
embodiment of a method for determining an extended
deformable model for adaptation to an object in accord-
ance with the present invention. After an initialisation in
step 50, in step 51, a surface model of the object wherein
the surface model describes a surface of the object is
generated. According to the present exemplary embod-
iment, the surface is represented by a polygonal mesh,
where vertices xi are connected with edges. Here, a tri-
angular mesh is used, but other representations such as
simplex or general polygonal meshes are possible. The
surface representation can be derived by a common tri-
angulation method of a simple training object, for exam-
ple as suggested by W.E. Lorensen et al. "Marching
cubes: A high resolution 3d surface construction algo-
rithm" Computer Graphics, 21(3): 163-169, 1987. Instead
of a single surface triangulation, it is also possible to use
a statistical shape model, such as suggested by T.F.
Cootes "Active shape model- ’smart snakes’, in British
Mach. and Vision Conf., pp. 266-275, 1992.
[0018] After generating the surface representation, i.e.
the deformable surface model, additional geometric
properties are integrated into the deformable surface
model in step 52.
[0019] Step 52 comprises a step 53 wherein surface
elements belonging to sub-parts of the object are identi-
fied. If the example of a femur is used, sub-parts of the

3 4 



EP 1 525 560 B1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

femur are for example a femur head, a femur shaft etc.
The sub-parts, i.e. the subdivision of the object into sub-
parts, depends on which measurements are of interest.
If, for example, a center of the femur head is of interest,
preferably the femur is subdivided into a femur head and
a femur shaft. Then, in a following step 54, surface ele-
ments of the surface model, i.e. the triangles of the mesh,
are labelled in accordance with the respective sub-part
of the object to which they belong. As label, for example,
integer numbers can be attached to the respective trian-
gles. The triangles are labelled such that all triangles be-
longing to the same sub-part have the same label. This
can for example be carried out by a physician with an
interactive display and a pointing and selection device or
with a corresponding selection method. However, it is
also possible to use a pattern recognition algorithm for
identifying and labelling sub-parts of the object for the
geometric property to be measured.
[0020] Then, in step 55, a suitable geometric primitive
is selected in accordance with the measurement to be
carried out and a form of the respective sub-part. For
example, when the center of the femur head is to be
determined, a sphere is selected. Also, when the axis of
the femur shaft is to be detected, a straight line is selected
as geometrical primitive. This can be done by a physician
or a suitable pattern recognition method.
[0021] Then, in step 56, the geometric primitive is fit
into the surface model, i.e. the geometric primitive is fit
to the surface elements of the respective sub-part of the
object. The primitive can be fitted to the triangles of the
mesh labelled as belonging to a particular sub-part, by
for example minimizing orthogonal distances between
the triangle coordinates and the primitive surface in the
least-square sense. Examples for such fitting methods
are described in D. Eberly, "Least squares fitting of
points", Technical report, Chapel Hill, NC, USA, 2001
and H. Hoppe et al., "Surface reconstruction from unor-
ganized points" Computer Graphics (SIGGRAPH ’92
Proceedings), 26(2):71-78, 1992.
[0022] Then, in a step 57, a rule is determined for map-
ping the geometric primitives onto the sub-parts. In the
present exemplary embodiment, the rule consists of the
particular primitive for the particular sub-part and of the
method for fitting the primitive to the sub-part.
[0023] Then, after the execution of step 52, which com-
prises steps 53-57, the method continues to step 58,
where it ends with a finished extended deformable sur-
face model. In distinction to known deformable surface
models, this extended deformable surface model com-
prises additional geometrical information relating to, for
example, which triangles of the surface mesh belong to
a particular sub-part of the object of interest, which prim-
itive fits to the form of this particular sub-part and which
method is to be used for fitting this primitive to the par-
ticular sub part.
[0024] In the following, with reference to the flow chart
of Fig. 3, an exemplary embodiment of the method for
determining geometrical properties of a structure of an

object displayed in an image, in accordance with the
present invention is described. After initialisation in step
100, in a step 101, an extended deformable model in
accordance with the structure of the object in the image
I containing the structure of interest is loaded. The ex-
tended deformable model M is described as M(xi, SI, R)
and may have been determined in accordance with the
flow chart described with reference to Figure 2.
[0025] In the following steps 102 and 103, an adapta-
tion procedure is carried out that results in varying the
positions of the deformable surface model, so that it op-
timally fits the surface of the object of interest in the im-
age. Procedures for adapting the deformable surface
model to the surface of the object are known for example
from J. Weese et al. "Shape constrained deformable
models for 3D medical image segmentation" 17th Inter-
national Conference on Information Processing in Med-
ical Imaging (IPMI), pages 380-387, Davis, CA, USA,
2001, Springer Verlag or from T. McInerney et al. "De-
formable models in medical image analysis: A survey" in
Medical Image Analysis, 1(2):91-108, 1996.
[0026] The method of Weese et al. can be summarized
as follows: In step 102, for each of the triangles, a search
along the triangle normal is carried out to find a point xi
that potentially lies on the boundary of the object in the
image. From these surface points, an energy function is
formulated. A minimization of the energy is carried out in
step 103. The results are found vertex coordinates which
reflect a tradeoff between being close to the boundary
points and staying similar to the initial deformable model.
From these new triangle coordinates, new boundary
points are searched for in step 102, and so forth. Steps
102 and 103 are iterated a fixed number of times, leading
to a deformed model close to the surface of the object of
interest.
[0027] In the following steps 104 and 105, the actual
measurement of the geometric properties of the object
is carried out.
[0028] In step 104, a subset of vertices or triangles xi
is extracted that defines the geometrical measurement
to be carried out. This will be described with reference
to the exemplary images shown in Figs. 4 and 5. Fig. 4
shows a vertebra to which the extended deformable sur-
face model has been applied and Fig. 5 is an image show-
ing the surface mesh of the extended deformable surface
model and the primitive, here a plane, fit to the top end-
plate of the vertebra. In the example shown in Figs. 4
and 5, a position or orientation of the plane of the vertebra
end plate is to be measured. Therefore, triangles that
belong to top of the vertebra endplate are extracted, i.e.
identified.
[0029] During adaptation of the deformable model to
the object in steps 102 and 103, all triangles reach the
same geometric location on the object, as on the training
object. This means, a triangle that was located on the
top endplate of the model before adaptation, will always
be on the top endplate after adaptation to the new object.
Also, the number of triangles that belong to the particular
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sub-part, here to the top endplate, remains constant dur-
ing adaptation. These two facts together are called "one-
to-one point correspondence" between original and ad-
aptation.
[0030] Due to the one-to-one point correspondence,
when applying the extended deformable surface model
determined in accordance with the method described
with reference to Fig. 2, the triangles belonging to a par-
ticular sub-part of the objects can be easily recognized.
By this, an automatic reconnaissance of sub-parts of the
object, such as the top endplate of a vertebra, is possible.
In detail, in step 104, information relating to which trian-
gles are part of the surface of which sub-part is applied
as additional geometrical information to the surface mod-
el which has been adapted to the surface of the object
in the image. This additional geometrical information is
applied to the adapted deformable surface model by us-
ing the labels of the triangles which are part of the ex-
tended deformable surface model. As shown with the
darker surface of the top endplate in Fig. 4, all triangles
of the surface mesh adapted to the surface of the object
which belong to the top endplate of the vertebra where
identified. Then coordinates of these labelled triangles
are determined.
[0031] This step 104 advantageously allows to auto-
matically identify particular sub-parts of an object in a
new image. This ability significantly facilitates the work
of a physician. For example, in complex structures such
as the brain, particular parts thereof can be recognized
more easily and more accurately. This ability is also use-
ful for the planning and rapid prototyping of prostheses,
e.g. of femur prostheses.
[0032] Having extracted coordinates of the triangles of
a particular sub-part, the method continues with step 105,
where parameters representing geometric properties are
estimated. In the examples of Figures 4 and 5, the pa-
rameters representing the geometric properties are a
point p11 and the normal p12 of the plane fit to the top
endplate of the vertebra. To do this, additional geomet-
rical information, here the rule relating to a particular ge-
ometric primitive and a method for fitting the geometric
primitives to the coordinates of the labelled triangles is
applied to the deformable surface model which was
adapted to the surface of the object in the image.
[0033] The rule for estimating these parameters, given
the coordinates of the triangles is given by the extended
deformable model loaded in step 101. As already indi-
cated above, the rule consists of a particular geometric
primitive (here a plane) and a method for fitting the geo-
metric primitives to the coordinates of the labelled trian-
gles.
[0034] Then, in step 105, the respective geometric
primitive, here the plane, is fit to the coordinates of the
labelled triangles belonging to the top end plate of the
by, for example, minimizing the orthogonal distances be-
tween the triangle coordinates and the surface of the ge-
ometrical primitive in the least-square sense.
[0035] After the orthogonal distances are minimized,

coordinates of a point p11 and the normal p12 of the plane
are known, which may be output at 106 as the geometric
properties.
[0036] In brief, according to the method described with
reference to Fig. 3, a deformable surface model as known
in the art is adapted to the surface of the object of interest
in the image. This means that positions of triangles of a
surface mesh are altered until the triangles "lie" on the
surface of the object. Then, additional geometrical infor-
mation is applied to the adapted surface mesh: The tri-
angles belonging to a particular sub-part of the object are
identified, e.g. labelled with a respective integer number,
and the geometrical primitive is fit to the labelled triangles.
The geometrical primitive and the method for fitting the
geometrical primitive to the labelled triangles are part of
the extended deformable surface model loaded in step
101. On the basis of the coordinates of the fitted primitive
and the properties of the primitive, the desired geomet-
rical properties are determined.
[0037] Figures 6, 7 and 8 show another example for
automated geometric measurements in accordance with
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. In
Fig. 6, an extended deformable model determined in ac-
cordance with the present invention was applied to an
image of a femur. In the extended deformable model, the
femur head was labelled, the femur neck was labelled
and the beginning of the shaft was labelled. Thus, due
to the one-to-one point correspondence between original
and adapted mesh, the femur head is identified and all
surface elements of the mesh belonging to the femur
head are labelled with the same label and recognized
automatically. Also, the femur neck and the femur shaft
were automatically identified and all surface elements
belonging to the femur neck and the femur shaft were
labelled accordingly.
[0038] In Fig. 7, in accordance with the rule formulated
in the deformable model, suitable primitives were fit to
the respective surface elements labelled in accordance
with the respective sub-part. Here, a sphere was fit to
the surface elements of the femur head, a straight line
was fit to the respective surface elements of the femur
neck and another neck and another straight line was fit
to the surface elements belonging to the femur shaft.
[0039] Then, here indicated with Fig. 8, automatically,
a center of the femur head, a direction location of the axis
of the femur neck and a location and orientation of the
femur shaft can be derived directly from the two straight
lines and the sphere by just using the parameter of these
primitives.
[0040] Accordingly, the present invention enables the
extraction of geometric properties of an object which are
not directly defined by the surface of the object.
[0041] Exemplary embodiments of the above methods
and device may advantageously be used for orthopaedic
diagnosis and treatment (for example, to define and
measure geometric properties of bones etc.) or cardiac
imaging (for example, exacting the location of specific
axes required for scan-plane-planning in MR).
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Claims

1. Method for determining geometric properties of a
structure of an object displayed in a 3D image, com-
prising a computer performing the steps of:

(a) loading (101) a predetermined extended de-
formable 3D surface model of a training object
corresponding to the displayed object, wherein
the deformable surface model describes a sur-
face of the object and comprises integrated ad-
ditional geometrical information identifying sur-
face elements of the deformable 3D surface
model which belong to a sub-part of the object,
identifying a geometric primitive in accordance
with the form of the sub-part, and identifying a
transformation rule which maps the geometric
primitive onto the surface elements of the de-
formable surface model;
(b) adapting (102, 103) the loaded extended de-
formable 3D surface model to the surface of the
displayed object;
(c) adapting (104, 105) the additional geometric
information of the extended deformable 3D sur-
face model to the object, by using the rule to
map the geometric primitive onto a sub-part of
the displayed object; and then
(d) extracting (106) the geometric properties of
the structure of the displayed object from the
adapted extended deformable 3D surface mod-
el to which additional geometrical information
has been applied.

2. Method according to claim 1, wherein the geometric
properties of the object are extracted on the basis of
the geometric primitive.

3. Method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the ex-
tended deformable 3D surface model comprises la-
bels identifying the surface elements of the particular
sub-part of the object.

4. Method according to claim 3, wherein surface ele-
ments which belong to the same sub-part have the
same label.

5. An extended deformable 3D surface model for use
in the method of any one of the preceding claims for
adaptation to an object, wherein the extended de-
formable 3D surface model describes a surface of a
training 3D object and comprises integrated addi-
tional geometrical information identifying surface el-
ements of the deformable 3D surface model which
belong to a sub-part of the object, identifying a geo-
metric primitive in accordance with the form of the
sub-part, and identifying a transformation rule which
maps the geometric primitive onto the surface ele-
ments of the deformable surface model.

6. A model according to claim 5, wherein the surface
elements of the extended deformable 3D surface
model which belong to the same sub-part have the
same label.

7. Image processing device, comprising:

a memory for storing an extended deformable
3D surface model and a 3D image depicting an
object; and
an image processor configured to determine ge-
ometrical properties of the object by performing
the method of any one of claims 1 to 4.

8. Computer program which, when loaded into the im-
age processor of the image processing device of
claim 7, causes it to perform the method of any one
of claims 1 to 4.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Bestimmen der geometrischen Ei-
genschaften einer Struktur eines Objekts, das in ei-
nem 3D-Bild angezeigt wird, umfassend das Aus-
führen durch einen Computer der folgenden Schritte:

a) Laden (101) eines vorbestimmten erweiterten
verformbaren 3D-Oberflächenmodells eines
Lernobjekts, das dem angezeigten Objekt ent-
spricht, wobei das verformbare Oberflächenmo-
dell eine Oberfläche des Objekts beschreibt und
integrierte zusätzliche geometrische Informati-
onen umfasst, die Oberflächenelemente des
verformbaren 3D-Oberflächenmodells identifi-
zieren, die zu einem Unterabschnitt des Objekts
gehören, die einen geometrischen Grundkörper
gemäß der Form des Unterabschnitts identifi-
zieren, und die eine Transformationsregel iden-
tifizieren, die den geometrischen Grundkörper
auf die Oberflächenelemente des verformbaren
Oberflächenmodells abbildet;
b) Anpassen (102, 103) des geladenen erwei-
terten verformbaren 3D-Oberflächenmodells
auf die Oberfläche des angezeigten Objekts;
c) Anpassen (104, 105) der zusätzlichen geo-
metrischen Informationen des erweiterten ver-
formbaren 3D-Oberflächenmodells an das Ob-
jekt unter Verwendung der Regel, um den geo-
metrischen Grundkörper auf einen Unterab-
schnitt des angezeigten Objekts abzubilden;
und dann
d) Extrahieren (106) der geometrischen Eigen-
schaften der Struktur des angezeigten Objekts
aus dem angepassten erweiterten verformba-
ren 3D-Oberflächenmodell, auf das zusätzliche
geometrische Informationen angewendet wur-
den.

9 10 



EP 1 525 560 B1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die geometri-
schen Eigenschaften des Objekts auf der Grundlage
des geometrischen Grundkörpers extrahiert wer-
den.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei das er-
weiterte verformbare 3D-Oberflächenmodell Etiket-
ten umfasst, welche die Oberflächenelemente des
bestimmten Unterabschnitts des Objekts identifizie-
ren.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 3, wobei Oberflächenele-
mente, die zu dem gleichen Unterabschnitt gehören,
das gleiche Etikett aufweisen.

5. Erweitertes verformbares 3D-Oberflächenmodell
zur Verwendung bei dem Verfahren nach einem der
vorhergehenden Ansprüche zur Anpassung an ein
Objekt, wobei das erweiterte verformbare 3D-Ober-
flächenmodell eine Oberfläche eines 3D-Lernob-
jekts beschreibt und integrierte zusätzliche geome-
trische Informationen umfasst, die Oberflächenele-
mente des verformbaren 3D-Oberflächenmodells
identifizieren, die zu einem Unterabschnitt des Ob-
jekts gehören, die einen geometrischen Grundkör-
per gemäß der Form des Unterabschnitts identifizie-
ren, und die eine Transformationsregel identifizie-
ren, die den geometrischen Grundkörper auf die
Oberflächenelemente des verformbaren Oberflä-
chenmodells abbildet.

6. Modell nach Anspruch 5, wobei die Oberflächenele-
mente des erweiterten verformbaren 3D-Oberflä-
chenmodells, die zu dem gleichen Unterabschnitt
gehören, das gleiche Etikett aufweisen.

7. Bildverarbeitungsvorrichtung, umfassend:

einen Speicher zum Speichern eines erweiter-
ten verformbaren 3D-Oberflächenmodells und
eines 3D-Bildes, das ein Objekt darstellt; und
einen Bildprozessor, der konfiguriert ist, um die
geometrischen Eigenschaften des Objekts zu
bestimmen, indem er das Verfahren nach einem
der Ansprüche 1 bis 4 ausführt.

8. Computerprogramm, das bewirkt, wenn es auf den
Bildprozessor der Bildverarbeitungsvorrichtung von
Anspruch 7 geladen wird, dass dieser das Verfahren
nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4 ausführt.

Revendications

1. Procédé de détermination de propriétés géométri-
ques d’une structure d’un objet affiché dans une ima-
ge en 3D, comprenant la réalisation par un ordina-
teur des étapes de :

(a) chargement (101) d’un modèle de surface
en 3D déformable étendu prédéterminé d’un ob-
jet d’apprentissage correspondant à l’objet affi-
ché, dans lequel le modèle de surface déforma-
ble décrit une surface de l’objet et comprend des
informations géométriques supplémentaires in-
tégrées identifiant des éléments de surface du
modèle de surface en 3D déformable qui appar-
tiennent à une sous-partie de l’objet, identifiant
une primitive géométrique selon la forme de la
sous-partie, et identifiant une règle de transfor-
mation qui cartographie la primitive géométrique
sur les éléments de surface du modèle de sur-
face déformable ;
(b) adaptation (102, 103) du modèle de surface
en 3D déformable étendu chargé à la surface
de l’objet affiché ;
(c) adaptation (104, 105) des informations géo-
métriques supplémentaires du modèle de sur-
face en 3D déformable étendu à l’objet, en uti-
lisant la règle pour cartographier la primitive
géométrique sur une sous-partie de l’objet
affiché ; puis
(d) extraction (106) des propriétés géométri-
ques de la structure de l’objet affiché du modèle
de surface en 3D déformable étendu adapté
auquel des informations géométriques supplé-
mentaires ont été appliquées.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel les
propriétés géométriques de l’objet sont extraites sur
la base de la primitive géométrique.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel
le modèle de surface en 3D déformable étendu com-
prend des étiquettes identifiant les éléments de sur-
face de la sous-partie particulière de l’objet.

4. Procédé selon la revendication 3, dans lequel des
éléments de surface qui appartiennent à la même
sous-partie ont la même étiquette.

5. Modèle de surface en 3D déformable étendu destiné
à être utilisé dans le procédé de l’une quelconque
des revendications précédentes pour une adapta-
tion à un objet, dans lequel le modèle de surface en
3D déformable étendu décrit une surface d’un objet
en 3D d’apprentissage et comprend des informa-
tions géométriques supplémentaires intégrées iden-
tifiant des éléments de surface du modèle de surface
en 3D déformable qui appartiennent à une sous-par-
tie de l’objet, identifiant une primitive géométrique
selon la forme de la sous-partie, et identifiant une
règle de transformation qui cartographie la primitive
géométrique sur les éléments de surface du modèle
de surface déformable.

6. Modèle selon la revendication 5, dans lequel les élé-
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ments de surface du modèle de surface en 3D dé-
formable étendu qui appartiennent à la même sous-
partie ont la même étiquette.

7. Dispositif de traitement d’image, comprenant :

une mémoire pour stocker un modèle de surface
en 3D déformable étendu et une image en 3D
représentant un objet ; et
un processeur d’image configuré pour détermi-
ner des propriétés géométriques de l’objet en
réalisant le procédé de l’une quelconque des
revendications 1 à 4.

8. Programme d’ordinateur qui, lorsqu’il est chargé
dans le processeur d’image du dispositif de traite-
ment d’image de la revendication 7, l’amène à réa-
liser le procédé de l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions 1 à 4.
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