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Description

[0001] This patentis directed to a system for determining the size of a vessel, such as a blood vessel, and in particular
to a system using the light transmitted to a sensor array that includes a pulsating component.

[0002] Systems and methods that identify artifacts, and in particular vessels, in the surgical field during a surgical
procedure provide valuable information to the surgeon or surgical team. U.S. hospitals lose billions of dollars annually
in unreimbursable costs because of inadvertent vascular damage during surgery. In addition, the involved patients face
a mortality rate of up to 32%, and likely will require corrective procedures and remain in the hospital for an additional
nine days, resulting in tens, if not hundreds, of thousands of dollars in added costs of care. Consequently, there is this
significant value to be obtained from methods and systems that permit accurate determination of the presence of vessels,
such as blood vessels, in the surgical field, such that these costs may be reduced or avoided.

[0003] Systems and methods that provide information regarding the presence of blood vessels in the surgical field
are particularly important during minimally-invasive surgical procedures. Traditionally, surgeons have relied upon tactile
sensation during surgical procedures both to identify blood vessels and to avoid inadvertent damage to these vessels.
Because of the shift towards minimally-invasive procedures, including laparoscopic and robotic surgeries, surgeons
have lost the ability to use direct visualization and the sense of touch to make determinations as to the presence of blood
vessels in the surgical field. Consequently, surgeons must make the determination whether blood vessels are present
in the surgical field based primarily on convention and experience. Unfortunately, anatomical irregularities frequently
occur because of congenital anomalies, scarring from prior surgeries, and body habitus (e.g., obesity).

[0004] US 2015/066000 discloses the pre-characterising features of claim 1. WO 2015/148504 discloses a system
for determining the size of a blood vessel.

[0005] While the ability to determine the presence or absence of a vessel within the surgical field provides valuable
advantages to the surgeon or surgical team and is of particular importance for minimally-invasive procedures where
direct visualization and tactile methods of identification have been lost, the ability to characterize the identified vasculature
provides additional important advantages. For example, it would be advantageous to provide information relating to the
size of the vessel, such as the inner or outer diameter of the vessel. Size information is particularly relevant as the Food
and Drug Administration presently approves, for example, thermal ligature devices to seal and cut vessels within a given
size range, typically less than 7 mm in diameter for most thermal ligature devices. If a thermal ligature device is used to
seal a larger blood vessel, then the failure rate for a seal thus formed may be as high as 19%.

[0006] In addition, it would be preferable to provide this information with minimal delay between vessel detection and
vessel analysis, such that the information may be characterized as real-time. If considerable time is required for analysis,
then at a minimum this delay will increase the time required to perform the procedure. In addition, the delay may increase
surgeon fatigue, because the surgeon will be required to move at a deliberate pace to compensate for the delay between
motion of the instrument and delivery of the information. Such delays may in fact hinder adoption of the system, even if
the information provided reduces the risk of vascular injury.

[0007] Further, it would be advantageous to detect and analyze the vasculature without the need to use a contrast
medium or agent. While the use of a contrast agent to identify vasculature has become conventional, the use of the
agent still adds to the complexity of the procedure. The use of the agent may require additional equipment that would
not otherwise be required, and increase the medical waste generated by the procedure. Further, the use of the contrast
agent adds a risk of adverse reaction by the patient.

[0008] As set forth in more detail below, the present disclosure describes a surgical system including a system and
method for determining vessel size embodying advantageous alternatives to the existing methods, which may provide
for improved identification for avoidance or isolation of the vessel.

[0009] The invention is defined in the claims.

[0010] According to an aspect of the present disclosure, a surgical system used to determine a size of a vessel within
a region proximate to a working end of a surgical instrument is provided. The system includes at least one light emitter
disposed at the working end of the surgical instrument, the at least one light emitter generating light at a first intensity,
and an array of light sensors disposed at the working end of the surgical instrument opposite the at least one light emitter,
the array of light sensors including a least one row of light sensors, individual light sensors in the row of light sensors
adapted to generate a signal including a non-pulsatile component. The system also includes a controller coupled to the
array of light sensors, the controller including an analyzer to determine the magnitudes of the non-pulsatile components
at the individual light sensors in the row of light sensors, to determine if the non-pulsatile component transitions from a
higher magnitude to a lower magnitude and from a lower magnitude to a higher magnitude, and if the non-pulsatile
component transitions from a higher magnitude to a lower magnitude and from a lower magnitude to a higher magnitude,
to determine if the first intensity should be changed to a second intensity.

[0011] According to another aspect of the present disclosure, a method of determining if a size of a vessel within a
region proximate to a working end of a surgical instrument is provided. The method includes emitting light at the working
end of the surgical instrument, the light emitted at a first intensity, sensing light at the working end of the surgical
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instrument at an array of light sensors including at least one row of light sensors, and generating a signal including a
non-pulsatile component for individual sensors along the row of light sensors. The method further includes determining
the magnitudes of the non-pulsatile components at the individual light sensors in the row of light sensors, determining
if the non-pulsatile component transitions from a higher magnitude to a lower magnitude and from a lower magnitude
to a higher magnitude, and if the non-pulsatile component transitions from a higher magnitude to a lower magnitude and
from a lower magnitude to a higher magnitude, determining if the first intensity should be changed to a second intensity.
[0012] According to a further aspect of the present disclosure, a surgical system used to determine a size of a vessel
within a region proximate to a working end of a surgical instrument is provided. The system includes at least one light
emitter disposed at the working end of the surgical instrument, and an array of light sensors disposed at the working
end of the surgical instrument opposite the at least one light emitter, the array of light sensors including a least one row
of light sensors, individual light sensors in the row of light sensors adapted to generate a signal including a non-pulsatile
component. The system also includes a controller coupled to the array of light sensors, the controller including an
analyzer to determine the magnitudes of the non-pulsatile components at the individual light sensors in the row of light
sensors, to determine a pair of positions corresponding to a first transition in the non-pulsatile component from a higher
magnitude to a lower magnitude and a second transition in the non-pulsatile component from a lower magnitude to a
higher magnitude, and to determine a resting outer diameter of the vessel based on a symmetrical non-pulsatile profile
according to the pair of positons.

[0013] The disclosure will be more fully understood from the following description taken in conjunction with the ac-
companying drawings. Some of the figures may have been simplified by the omission of selected elements for the
purpose of more clearly showing other elements. Such omissions of elements in some figures are not necessarily
indicative of the presence or absence of particular elements in any of the exemplary embodiments, except as may be
explicitly delineated in the corresponding written description. None of the drawings is necessarily to scale.

Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram of a surgical system according to an embodiment of the present disclosure;

Fig. 2 is an enlarged, fragmentary view of the surgical instrument with light emitter and light sensors according to
Fig. 1 with a section of a vessel illustrated as disposed between the light emitter and light sensors;

Fig. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of a blood vessel with the wall expanding and contracting as blood flows
through the vessel, with the change in outer diameter between a resting state and an expanded state exaggerated
to better illustrate the changes in blood vessel outer diameter;

Fig. 4 is a flow diagram of a method according to an embodiment of the present disclosure, which method may be
carried out using the system of Fig. 1;

Fig. 5 is a flow diagram of particular actions that may be performed as part of the method illustrated in Fig. 4;

Fig. 6 is a graph of the magnitudes of the pulsatile (AC) and non-pulsatile (DC) components for each of the elements
(pixels) of a light sensor array, the graph being used to illustrate general concepts disclosed herein;

Fig. 7 is a flow diagram of alternate actions that may be performed as part of the method illustrated in Fig. 4;

Fig. 8 is a graph comparing the outer diameters of various porcine arteries relative to the inner diameters of these
arteries;

Fig. 9 is a flow diagram of a method according to an alternate embodiment of the present disclosure, which method
may be carried out using the system of Fig. 1;

Fig. 10 is a flow diagram of a method according to a further alternate embodiment of the present disclosure, which
method may be carried out using the system of Fig. 1;

Fig. 11 is a graph of the magnitude of the non-pulsatile (DC) component for each of the elements of light sensor
array before mirroring;

Fig. 12 is the graph of Fig. 11 corrected to provide an ideal region of interest using mirroring;

Fig. 13 is a graph of an exemplary DC profile used to discuss method of adapting the light intensity emitted by the
light emitter;

Figs. 14-16 are graphs of DC profiles at different light intensities;

Fig. 17 is a flow diagram of a method using the parameters of the DC profile to adapt the light intensity emitted by
the light emitter to limit vessel size determination error;

Fig. 18 is a simulated partial screen capture of a video monitor used in the system of Fig. 1;

Fig. 19 is a graph of the magnitudes of the pulsatile (AC) and non-pulsatile (DC) components for each of the elements
(pixels) of a light sensor array (linear CCD array) used in a first set of experiments;

Fig. 20 is a graph of the magnitudes of the pulsatile (AC) and non-pulsatile (DC) components for each of the elements
of a light sensor array (photodetector array, with measurements presented in pixels for comparison with Fig. 19)
used in a second set of experiments; and

Fig. 21 is a graph comparing the inner diameters of various porcine arteries as determined using a light sensor array
(linear CCD array) and as measured in a third set of experiments.
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[0014] A surgical system according to an embodiment of the present disclosure includes at least one light emitter, at
least one light sensor, and a controller. The system may also include a surgical instrument as well.

[0015] The system determines a size of a vessel within a region proximate to a working end of the surgical instrument.
In particular, it is believed that the system may be used to determine the size of a vessel within the region proximate to
the working end of the surgical instrument regardless of the presence or the type of tissue surrounding the vessel. The
embodiments of the system described below perform determinations relative to the presence and size of the vessel
within the targeted region based on the light transmittance as determined by the light sensor, and thus the embodiments
may appear facially similar to the technology used in transmissive pulse oximetry to determine the oxygen saturation
(i.e., the percentage of blood hemoglobin that is loaded with oxygen). Careful consideration of the following disclosure
will reveal that the disclosed system utilizes the light emitter(s) and light sensor(s) in conjunction with a controller (either
in the form of unique circuitry or a uniquely programmed processor) to provide information regarding the presence and
size of vessels that would not be provided by a pulse oximeter. Further, the disclosed embodiments include the use of
a sensor array, the controller processing the pulsatile and non-pulsatile components of signals from that array to yield
information regarding the diameter(s) of the vessel (e.g. the inner diameter or the resting outer diameter). Moreover, the
disclosed technology may be utilized with vessels other than blood vessels, further separating the disclosed system and
method from a transmissive pulse oximeter.

[0016] Figs. 1 and 2 illustrate an embodiment of such a surgical system 100 used to determine a size (e.g., diameter)
of a vessel, V, within a region 102 of tissue, T, proximate to a working end 104 of a surgical instrument 106. It will be
understood that the vessel V may be connected to other vessels with the region 102 of tissue T, and in addition, the
vessel V may extend beyond the region 102 so as to be in fluid communication with other organs (e.g., the heart) also
found in the body of the patient. Furthermore, while the tissue T appears in Figs. 1 and 2 to surround fully the vessel V
(in terms of both circumference and length) to a particular depth, this need not be the case in all instances where the
system 100 is used. For example, the tissue T may only partially surround the circumference of and/or only surround a
section of the length of the vessel V, or the tissue T may overlie the vessel V in a very thin layer. As further non-limiting
examples, the vessel V may be a blood vessel, and the tissue T may be connective tissue, adipose tissue or liver tissue.
[0017] The surgical system 100 includes at least one light emitter 110 (or simply the light emitter 110), at least one
light sensor or detector 112 (or simply the light sensor 112), and a controller 114 coupled to the light emitter 110 and
the light sensor 112. As noted above, the system 100 also may include the surgical instrument 106.

[0018] The light emitter 110 is disposed at the working end 104 of the surgical instrument 106. The light sensor 112
is also disposed at the working end 104 of the surgical instrument 106. As illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, the light sensor
112 may be disposed opposite the light emitter 110 because the light emitter 110 and the light sensor 112 are disposed
on opposing elements of the surgical instrument 106, as explained in detail below.

[0019] The light emitter 110 is adapted to emit light of at least one wavelength. For example, the light emitter 110 may
emit light having a wavelength of 660 nm. This may be achieved with a single element, or a plurality of elements (which
elements may be arranged or configured into an array, for example, as explained in detail below). In a similar fashion,
the light sensor 112 is adapted to detect light at the at least one wavelength (e.g., 660 nm). According to the embodiments
described herein, the light sensor 112 includes a plurality of elements, which elements are arranged or configured into
an array.

[0020] According to certain embodiments, the light emitter 110 may be configured to emit light of at least two different
wavelengths, and the light sensor 112 may be configured to detect light at the at least two different wavelengths. For
example, the light emitter 110 may emit light of three wavelengths, while the light sensor may detect light of three
wavelengths. As one example, the light emitter 110 may emit and the light sensor 112 may detect light in the visible
range, light in the near-infrared range, and light in the infrared range. Specifically, the light emitter 110 may emit and
the light sensor 112 may detect light at 660 nm, at 810 nm, and at 940 nm. Such an embodiment may be used, for
example, to ensure optimal penetration of blood vessel V and the surrounding tissue T under in vivo conditions.
[0021] In particular, the light emitted at 810 nm may be used as a reference to remove any variations in the light output
because of motion and/or blood perfusion. The 810 nm wavelength corresponds to the isobestic point, where the ab-
sorption for both oxygenated and deoxygenated hemoglobin is equal. Consequently, the absorption at this wavelength
is independent of blood oxygenation and is only affected by the change in light transmittance because of motion and/or
changes in perfusion.

[0022] As stated above, the light sensor may be in the form of an array of light sensors. In fact, the array of light sensors
112 further includes at least one row of light sensors (see Fig. 2); according to certain embodiments, the array 112 may
include only a single row of light sensors, and the array 112 may be referred to in the alternative as a linear array. The
at least one row of light sensors 112 includes a plurality of individual light sensors. The individual light sensors 112 may
be disposed adjacent each other, or the light sensors may be spaced from each other. It may even be possible for the
individual light sensors that define a row of light sensors to be separated from each other by light sensors that define a
different row or column of the array. According to a particular embodiment, however, the array may comprise a charge
coupled device (CCD), and in particular linear CCD imaging device comprising a plurality of pixels. As a further alternative,
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a CMOS sensor array may be used.

[0023] According to the embodiments of this disclosure, the individual light sensors 112 (e.g., pixels) are adapted to
generate a signal comprising a first pulsatile component and a second non-pulsatile component. It will be recognized
that the first pulsatile component may be an alternating current (AC) component of the signal, while the second non-
pulsatile component may be a direct current (DC) component. Where the light sensor 112 is in the form of an array,
such as a CCD array, the pulsatile and non-pulsatile information may be generated for each element of the array, or at
least for each element of the array that defines the at least one row of the array.

[0024] As to the pulsatile component, it will be recognized that a blood vessel may be described as having a charac-
teristic pulsation of approximately 60 pulses (or beats) per minute. While this may vary with the patient’s age and condition,
the range of pulsation is typically between 60 and 100 pulses (or beats) per minute. The light sensor 112 will produce
a signal (that is passed to the controller 114) with a particular AC waveform that corresponds to the movement of the
blood through the vessel. In particular, the AC waveform corresponds to the light absorption by the pulsatile blood flow
within the vessel. On the other hand, the DC component corresponds principally to light absorption and scattering by
the surrounding tissues.

[0025] In particular, it is believed that the elements of the light sensor array 112 disposed on the opposite side of the
vessel V from the light emitter 110 will have a higher AC signal than those elements where the vessel V is not disposed
between the light emitter 110 and the light sensor array 112, because the most marked fluctuations in the transmitted
light will be caused by the vessel-associated pulsations. It is also believed that the elements of the array 112 disposed
on the opposite side of the vessel V from the light emitter 110 will have a decreased DC signal compared to elements
of the array 112 where the vessel V is not disposed between the light emitter 110 and the array 112.

[0026] In fact, it is believed that particular regions of vessels, such as blood vessels, may undergo more pronounced
pulsations that other regions, which differences are reflected in differences in the pulsatile component of the signal
received from the array 112. More particularly and with reference to blood vessels as a non-limiting example, as the
heart pumps blood through the body, the muscular arteries pulse to accommodate the volume of blood being directed
through the body. As this occurs, the middle layer (or tunica media) of the vessel expands and contracts. The expansion
and contraction of the tunica media results in a relatively more significant change to the outer diameter of the vessel
than to the inner diameter of the vessel. It is believed that the relatively more significant change in outer diameter that
occurs during the expansion and contraction of the vessel causes the greatest fluctuations in the AC signal (which, as
mentioned above, is related to the pulsations) overtime at the edges of the vessel, as the outer diameter oscillates
between an expanded position A and a resting positon B (see Fig. 3).

[0027] Thus, according to the disclosed embodiments, the controller 114 is coupled to the light sensor 112, and incudes
a splitter 116 to separate the first pulsatile component from the second non-pulsatile component for each element of the
light sensor array 112. The controller 114 also includes an analyzer 118 to quantify the size of the vessel V within the
region 102 proximate to the working end 104 of the surgical instrument 106 based on the pulsatile component. To display,
indicate or otherwise convey the size of the vessel V within the region 102, the controller 114 may be coupled to an
output device or indicator 130 (see Fig. 1), which may provide a visible, audible, tactile or other signal to the user of the
instrument 106.

[0028] In particular, the analyzer 118 may determine the magnitudes of the pulsatile components at the individual light
sensors in the row of light sensors. Further, the analyzer may determine a first peak magnitude and a second peak
magnitude of the pulsatile components. The analyzer may make the determination as to the first and second peak
magnitudes after first determining the locations of transitions in the pulsatile and non-pulsatile components of the signal
between higher and lower magnitudes, as explained in detail below. In addition, the analyze 118 may determine a resting
outer diameter of the vessel V based on the first and second peak magnitudes of the pulsatile components.

[0029] According to certain embodiments, the analyzer 118 may determine the resting outer diameter of the vessel V
by determining a first pair of positions along the row of light sensors where the magnitudes of the pulsatile component
are a percentage (e.g., between 25% and 75%, such as 50%) of the first (or second) peak magnitude, and a second
pair of positions along the row of light sensors where the magnitudes of the pulsatile component are also the same
percentage of the first (or second) peak magnitude, the second pair being disposed between the first pair of positions
along the row of light sensors. The analyzer then determines a first distance between the first pair of positions and a
second distance between the second pair of positions, and determines the resting outer diameter of the vessel as the
average of the first and second distances. According to other embodiments, the analyzer 118 may instead use the inner
pair of positions and a relationship between the inner and resting outer diameters. According to certain embodiments,
the non-pulsatile component may be used instead of the pulsatile component.

[0030] According to certain embodiments, the splitter 116 and the analyzer 118 may be defined by one or more
electrical circuit components. According to other embodiments, one or more processors (or simply, the processor) may
be programmed to perform the actions of the splitter 116 and the analyzer 118. According to still further embodiments,
the splitter 116 and the analyzer 118 may be defined in part by electrical circuit components and in part by a processor
programmed to perform the actions of the splitter 116 and the analyzer 118.
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[0031] For example, the splitter 116 may include or be defined by the processor programmed to separate the first
pulsatile component from the second non-pulsatile component. Further, the analyzer 118 may include or be defined by
the processor programmed to quantify the size of the vessel V within the region 102 proximate to the working end 104
of the surgical instrument 106 based on the first pulsatile component. The instructions by which the processor is pro-
grammed may be stored on a memory associated with the processor, which memory may include one or more tangible
non-transitory computer readable memories, having computer executable instructions stored thereon, which when ex-
ecuted by the processor, may cause the one or more processors to carry out one or more actions.

[0032] In addition to the system 100, the present disclosure includes embodiments of a method 200 of determining if
a size of a vessel V within a region 102 proximate to a working end 104 of a surgical instrument 106. The method 200
may be carried out, for example, using a system 100 as described above in regard to Fig. 1. As illustrated in Fig. 4, the
method 200 of operating the system 100 includes emitting light at a working end of a surgical instrument at block 202
and sensing light at the working end of the surgical instrument at an array of light sensors comprising at least one row
of light sensors at block 204. As explained above, the light emitted may include light of at least two different wavelengths,
and the sensing step may thus include sensing light of at least two different wavelengths. As also noted above, three
different wavelengths of light may be used, and for example in the visible range and the near-infrared range. According
to one embodiment, the light used may have wavelengths of 660 nm, 810 nm, and 940 nm.

[0033] The method 200 continues at block 206 wherein a pulsatile component is separated from a non-pulsatile
component for individual sensors along the row of light sensors. The method 200 also includes determining the magni-
tudes of the pulsatile components at the individual light sensors in the row of light sensors at block 208, determining a
first peak magnitude and second peak magnitude of the pulsatile components at block 210, and determining a resting
outer diameter of the vessel based on the first and second peak magnitudes of the pulsatile components at block 212.
[0034] More particular, as illustrated in Fig. 5, the block 212 of the method 200 of Fig. 4 may include one or more
actions. In particular, as illustrated in Fig. 5, the action of block 212 may include determining a first pair and a second
pair of positions along the row of light sensors at block 212-1, where the magnitudes of the pulsatile component of the
first and second pair of positions are a percentage of the first (or second) peak magnitude. The second pair of positions
is disposed between the first pair of positions, as will be discussed relative to Fig. 6 below. In addition, the action of
block 212 may include determining a first distance between the first pair of positions and a second distance between
the second pair of positions at block 212-2, and determining the resting outer diameter of the vessel V as the average
of the first and second distances at block 212-3.

[0035] To illustrate further the method 200 of operation of the system 100, as illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5, a plot is
provided in Fig. 6. In particular, Fig. 6 is a simulated plot of the magnitude of the pulsatile (AC) component for each
element of a light sensor array and a plot of the magnitude of the non-pulsatile (DC) component for the same elements
of the array. The lines are marked AC and DC to differentiate the two plots. According to this simulation, a vessel
(specifically, a blood vessel) is disposed between the light sensor array and a light emitter array, with the vessel located
generally between the light emitter array and the light sensor array in the region between 40 and 180 pixels.

[0036] As illustrated in Fig. 6, the DC signal plot decreases from a relatively high value to a considerably lower value,
and then increases from the lower value back to higher value at two different points (i.e., at points 300, 302) along the
sensor array 112. In accordance with the observations made above, the decrease in the magnitude of the DC signal in
the region would be expected to occur where the vessel is disposed between the light emitter 110 and the light sensor
112, and it therefore may be inferred that the vessel V is disposed between the point at which the DC signal plot transitions
from the higher value to the lower value (i.e., point 300) and the point at which the DC signal plot transitions from the
lower value back to the higher value (i.e., point 302).

[0037] In addition, the AC signal increases significantly from a relatively low value to a higher value at the point (i.e.,
point 304) on one side of where the vessel is presumably located, and from a high value to a lower value (i.e., point 306)
on the other side of where the vessel is located. As also mentioned above, the relative increase in pulsatile (AC) signal
is believed to occur where the vessel is disposed between the light emitter 110 and the light sensor 112, and it therefore
may be inferred that the vessel V is disposed between the point at which the AC signal plot transitions from the lower
value to the higher value (i.e., point 304) and the point at which the AC signal plot transitions from the higher value back
to the lower value (i.e., point 306).

[0038] While either the change in the DC signal or the change in the AC signal may be used to define a region of
interest (ROI), the combination of the information on the transitions in the AC signal may be combined with the transitions
in the DC signal to define an ROI to which the further consideration of the pulsatile (AC) information is confined. That
is, the system 100 (and more particularly the controller 120) may consider a subset of elements of all of the elements
of the sensor array 112 in accordance with this information. This may be particularly helpful in eliminating fluctuations
unrelated to the vessel in individual sensors along the array. According to such embodiments, the transitions between
higher and lower values for each of the DC and AC plots are determined, and only the ROI where there is overlap
between decreased DC magnitude and increased AC magnitude is considered. As illustrated in Fig. 6, this region would
be between the vertical bars (i.e., from about 40 pixels to 180 pixels).
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[0039] According to embodiments of the present disclosure, as illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5, the resting diameter of the
vessel may be calculated based on a correlation observed between the expanded outer diameter of the vessel and the
inner diameter of the vessel. In particular, it has been observed that the resting diameter of the vessel correlates to the
average of the expanded outer diameter of the vessel and the inner diameter of the vessel. To perform this calculation,
the expanded outer diameter (or line A) of the vessel is determined to be the distance between a first pair of points at
which the AC magnitude is approximately 50% of the peak AC magnitude: the leftmost occurrence (i.e., point 312) prior
to (or leading) the leftmost AC peak magnitude (i.e., at point 308) and the rightmost occurrence (i.e., point 314) after (or
lagging) the rightmost AC peak magnitude (i.e., at point 310). In addition, the inner diameter (or line C) is determined to
be the distance between a second pair of points at which the AC magnitude is approximately 50% of the peak AC
magnitude: the leftmost occurrence (i.e., point 316) after (or lagging) the leftmost AC peak magnitude (i.e., at point 308)
and the rightmost occurrence (i.e., point 318) prior to (or leading) the rightmost AC peak magnitude (i.e., at point 310).
These distances may also be described as the distances between the two occurrences of 50% peak AC magnitude
outside and inside the peak AC magnitudes. It may also be said that the second pair is disposed between or inside the
first pair.

[0040] It is not necessary to use the occurrences at 50% peak AC magnitude according to all embodiments of the
present disclosure. According to other embodiments, the inner diameter may be determined to be distance between the
leftmost occurrence after (or lagging) the leftmost AC peak magnitude and the rightmost occurrence prior to (or leading)
the rightmost AC peak magnitude of 5% peak AC magnitude, while the expanded outer diameter also was determined
at the 5% peak AC magnitude occurrences described above.

[0041] Finally, as illustrated in Fig. 6, the resting outer diameter (line B) may be determined to be the average between
the inner diameter (line C) and the expanded outer diameter (line A).

[0042] According to other embodiments of the present disclosure, the determination of the resting outer diameter of
the vessel V may be calculated without reference to two pairs of positons along the row of light sensors. More particular,
the actions performed by the system 100 at the block 212 of the method 200 of Fig. 4 to determine the resting outer
diameter of the vessel V may be as illustrated in Fig. 7. According to this alternate method, the action of block 212 may
include determining a pair of positions along the row of light sensors at block 212-1" in between the two positons where
the peak magnitudes occur. The single pair of positions (or "inner" pair) may occur where the magnitudes of the pulsatile
component are a percentage of the first (or second) peak magnitude. For example, the inner pair may be defined by the
pair of positions between the positions where the peak magnitudes occur corresponding to 50% of the first (or second)
peak magnitude. In addition, the action of block 212 may include determining a distance between the inner pair at block
212-2.

[0043] At block 212-3', the distance between the inner pair of positions is then used to calculate the resting outer
diameter. According to this method, as was the case in the method of Fig. 5, the distance between the inner pair of
positons is representative of the inner diameter of the vessel V. Further, it believed that the inner diameter of a vessel
undergoing expansion and contraction varies to a far lesser degree (if at all) than the outer diameter. Moreover, it has
been observed that the signal from the edges of the vessel may be obscured by the presence of tissue disposed about
the vessel. Consequently, rather than attempting to approximate the outer diameter of the vessel, a relationship may
be determined empirically between the inner diameter and resting outer diameter, which relationship may be used to
calculate the resting outer diameter based on the measurement of the inner diameter, as determined in accordance with
the actions of blocks 212-1" and 212-2".

[0044] In its simplest form, the resting outer diameter may be determined to be a multiple of the inner diameter.
According to other embodiments, the resting outer diameter may be calculated to be a multiple of the inner diameter
with the addition of a constant term. Fig. 8 is a graph comparing the inner diameters and resting outer diameters of a
set of muscular arteries. Based on this graph, a formula relating the outer diameter (y) with the inner diameter (x) was
determined (y = 1.2x + 0.9). Accordingly, for a given inner diameter determined at blocks 212-1’ and 212-2’, the formula
may be used to calculate the resting outer diameter at block 212-3’

[0045] A further embodiment of a method that may be practiced using, for example, the system 100 illustrated in Fig.
1 is illustrated in Fig. 9. The method 220 illustrated in Fig. 9 addresses a complication that may occur if the vessel is
grasped tightly between the jaws of an instrument, such as is illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2. In particular, the compression
of the vessel V between the jaws of the surgical instrument 106 may change the pulsatile component of the signal, such
that only a single peak may be observed, instead of the two peaks as illustrated in Fig. 6.

[0046] The method 220 is similar to the method 200 in that light is emitted from the light emitter 110 at block 222, and
the transmitted light is sensed or detected by the light sensor array 112 at block 224. The system 100 (or more particularly
the controller 114) operates to separate the non-pulsatile component of the signal from the pulsatile component of the
signal at block 226, and determines the magnitude of the pulsatile component at the individual sensors at block 228.
[0047] Atblock 230, the system 100 (controller 114) then makes a determination as to the number of positons identified
with a peak pulsatile magnitude at block 230. According to certain embodiments, this determination may be performed
after a region of interest is identified using transitions in the non-pulsatile component (e.g., from a higher magnitude to
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a lower magnitude) and optionally in the pulsatile component (e.g., from a lower magnitude to a higher magnitude). In
fact, according to some embodiments, the determination at block 230 is performed once the transition in the non-pulsatile
component of the signal from a higher magnitude to a lower magnitude is identified.

[0048] If the determination is made at block 230 that two peaks are present, for example, then the method 220 may
proceed to blocks 232, 234, 236, where a method similar to that described in regard to Fig. 7 is performed (although it
will be appreciated that a method similar to that described in regard to Fig. 5 may be substituted). If the determination
is made at block 230 that a single peak is present, then the method 220 may proceed to blocks 242, 244, 246. In particular,
a determination is made at block 242 as to a single pair of positions along the row of light sensors where the magnitudes
of the pulsatile component are a percentage of the peak magnitude. For example, the pair may be defined by the pair
of positions on either side of the peak magnitude (i.e., to the left or the right of the position corresponding to the peak
magnitude) where the magnitude corresponds to 50% of the peak magnitude. In addition, the system 100 (controller
114) may determine the distance between this pair of positions at block 244. The system 100 may then use the distance
determined as the value for the inner diameter, and calculate the resting outer diameter using the relationship established
between inner diameter and outer diameter, in a process similar to that described in regard to block 212-3’ in Fig. 7.
[0049] It will be recognized that while the method 220 was described with reference to a determination as to how many
peaks are present, the specifics as to how this determination is performed may differ among the various embodiments.
For example, the determination may be made according to whether one peak is or two peaks are present. Alternatively,
the determination may be made according to whether a single peak is present, with subsequent actions taken dependent
upon whether the answer to this question is yes or no.

[0050] A further alternative to the methods described in Figs. 4-9 is to use the non-pulsatile component of the signal
to determine the vessel outer diameter. As illustrated in Fig. 10, the method 250 starts much like the methods 200, 220,
in that light is emitted at block 252, transmitted light is sensed or detected at block 254, and pulsatile and non-pulsatile
components are separated at block 256. Unlike the methods above, the system 100 (controller 114) interrogates the
non-pulsatile component at block 258 to determine the non-pulsatile magnitude at individual sensors at block 258.
Moreover, unlike the methods above, the system 100 determines the positions along the row of light sensors where the
non-pulsatile magnitude transitions from a higher value to a lower value and where the non-pulsatile magnitude transitions
from a lower value back to a higher value at block 260. This pair of positions, based on these transitions in the non-
pulsatile component of the signal, is then used to determine the resting outer diameter at block 262. For example, the
distance between the pair of positions may be used as the estimate for the resting outer diameter, or a relationship
based on empirical data may be used to calculate the resting outer diameter according to the distance between the pair
of positions where the non-pulsatile component transitions.

[0051] Further enhancements may be included in the above embodiments, or may be practiced separately in combi-
nation to provide a further embodiment of a method for use with the surgical system 100.

[0052] For example, relative to the detection of the region of interest, the contrast of the DC profile may be used to
determine the presence of the region wherein the DC profile decreases and then increases (i.e., "dips"). According to
this method, the contrast of the DC profile is defined as:

1 = (ming=nDCymax15nDC;j) (Eqn.)

where N = the total number of sensors.

The region of interest may then be determined using the first order derivative.

[0053] Furthermore, mirroring may be used to extract the "ideal" region of interest. It is believed that mirroring can be
useful in this setting because vessels, such as arteries, can be expected to be symmetrical in structure. Thus, while the
DC profile may not follow the symmetry of the vessels because tissue of differing thickness is disposed about the vessels,
this expectation that the DC profile should be symmetrical can be used to improve the accuracy of at least the vessel
size determination. See Figs. 11 and 12.

[0054] In addition, the DC profile may be used to adapt the intensity emitted by the light emitter 110. In particular, it
is believed that the intensity of the light emitter 110 plays an important role in the accuracy of vessel detection and vessel
size determination. If the intensity of the light emitter 110 is set too low, the light may be absorbed by the tissue before
reaching the sensor 112. In such a circumstance, the sensor 112 may not be able to detect the pulsatile nature of the
vessel, and it may be difficult to differentiate the vessel (e.g., artery) from the surrounding tissue (i.e., low resolution).
On the other hand, if the intensity of the light emitter is set too high, only the portion of the sensor 112 located in the
very center of the vessel may experience the decrease in non-pulsatile (DC) signal, which leasing to error in determining
the region of interest and other spatial characteristics of the vessel. Therefore, it would be desirable to provide a method
and mechanism for selection of the intensity of the light emitter 110 that would limit the consequences of using an
intensity that was either too low or too high for conditions.
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[0055] Fig. 13 illustrates an exemplary DC profile that will be used to discuss the various profile parameters that may
be used to adapt the light emitter intensity such that it is neither too low nor too high for a particular setting. It will be
recognized that the DC profile illustrated in Fig. 13 has four separate regions, labeled with Roman numerals I, I, lll, and
IV. Certain profile parameters are analyzed within regions | and 1V, while other parameters are analyzed within regions
Il 'and III.

[0056] In particular, within regions | and IV, the relevant parameter is the derivative profile, while within regions Il and
lll, the relevant parameters are the left and right angles, the contrast, the width profile and the symmetry. While the
derivative profile is self-explanatory, it will be recognized that the left and right angles are determined using a straight
line drawn from the point at which the derivative profile changes to a non-zero value (beginning of the "dip") to the lowest
DC value (the bottom of the "dip") and as measured relative to the horizontal as illustrated in Fig. 13, and the width
profile is the distance between the left-hand edge (as viewed in Fig. 13) of the "dip" to the right-hand edge. The contrast
is determined using the equation provided above. In addition, a further parameter, referred to as the contrast to width
ratio (CWR), may be determined by taking the ratio of the contrast to the width profile.

[0057] Starting with the derivative profile in regions | and 1V, it is believed that when the emitter light intensity is neither
too low nor too high, the derivative profile will be approximately zero in regions | and IV. Furthermore, it is believed that
the left and right angles should be in the range of 45 to 65 degrees. It is also believed that the contrast should be within
the range of 0.4 to 0.6, and the width profile should not be too small nor too broad. In particular, it is believed that the
CWR should be approximately 1 when the intensity Is neither too low nor too high. It is also believed that the profile
should exhibit a relatively uniform symmetry between regions Il and Ill, which may be quantified as a ratio of the width
of the profile in region Il to the width of the profile in region Ill. Here as well, it is believed the ratio should be approximately
1 when the intensity is neither too low nor too high.

[0058] Figs 14-16 illustrate a series of DC profiles and AC profiles (DC profiles in solid line and AC profiles in dotted
solid line) at different light intensities for the light emitter 110. In all of the illustrations, the lines used to calculate the left
and right angles have been added, although the regions I, Il, lll and IV have not been marked as such. However, one
may easily determine the regions in Figs. 14-16 based on the presence of these lines. Fig. 14 illustrates a situation
where the intensity of the light emitter was selected to be too low for conditions, while Fig. 15 illustrates a situation where
the intensity of the light emitter was selected too high for conditions. On the other hand, Fig. 16 illustrates a situation
where the intensity of the light emitter had been adapted to improve the determination of the size of the vessel.

[0059] Under certain circumstances, enhancements used generally with the DC profile may be used in conjunction
with these parameters when adapting the light intensity of the light emitter. For example, mirroring may be used in
conjunction with the other parameters when using the DC profile to adapt the light intensity of the light emitter 110.
[0060] One method 400 using the above parameters to adapt the light intensity is illustrated in Fig. 17. The DC profile
is analyzed at block 402 for the presence of a dip in the DC profile. A determination is made at block 404 whether a dip
is present, or not. If the determination is made at block 404 that the dip is present, the method 400 continues to block
406; if not, the method 400 returns to block 402.

[0061] At block 406, the parameters discussed above are determined for the DC profile, and a series of comparisons
are made relative to the ranges also discussed above. For example, at block 408, a determination is made whether the
derivative profile in regions | and IV are approximately zero. If the derivative profile is approximately zero, the method
400 continues to the determination at block 410; if the derivative profile is not approximately zero, the light intensity is
increased at block 412, and the method 400 returns to block 408.

[0062] Atblock 410, a determination is made whether the left and right angles are within range. If the angles are within
range, the method 400 proceeds to block 414. If the angles are not within range, a subsequent determination is made
at block 416 whether the angles fall outside the range because they are too large. If the angles are too large, then the
method 400 proceeds to block 412 and the light intensity is increased; if the angles are outside the range because they
are not too large (i.e., they are too small), then the method 400 proceeds to block 418 and the light intensity is decreased.
[0063] If the method 400 proceeds to block 414, a determination is made whether the contrast to width ratio is ap-
proximately 1. If the CWR is approximately 1, then the method 400 proceeds to block 420 where the vessel size is
determined. If the CWR is not approximately 1, then the method 400 proceeds to block 422 where a determination is
made whether the CWR is too large. If the CWR is too large, the light intensity is increased at block 412 and the method
400 returns to block 408; if the CWR is not too large, the light intensity is decreased at block 418, and the method 400
returns to block 408.

[0064] Having thus described the surgical system 100, the method 200 and the principles of the system 100 and the
method 200 in general terms, further details of the system 100 and its operation are provided.

[0065] Initially, while the emitter 110 and the sensor 112 are described as disposed at the working end 104 of the
surgical instrument 106, it will be recognized that not all of the components that define the emitter 110 and the sensor
112 need be disposed at the working end of the instrument 106. That is, the emitter 110 may comprise a light emitting
diode, and that component may be disposed at the working end 104. Alternatively, the emitter 110 may include a length
of optical fiber and a light source, the source disposed remotely from the working end 104 and the fiber having a first
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end optically coupled to the source and a second end disposed at the working end 104 facing the sensor 112. According
to the present disclosure, such an emitter 110 would still be described as disposed at the working end 104 because the
light is emitted into the tissue at the working end 104 of the instrument 106. A similar arrangement may be described
for the sensor 112 wherein an optical fiber has a first end disposed facing the emitter 110 (or perhaps more particularly,
an end of the optical fiber that in part defines the emitter 110) and a second end optically coupled to other components
that collectively define the sensor 112.

[0066] As also mentioned above, the light emitter 110 and light sensor 112 are positioned opposite each other. This
does not require the emitter 110 and the sensor 112 to be directly facing each other, although this is preferred. According
to certain embodiments, the emitter 110 and sensor 112 may be formed integrally (i.e., as one piece) with jaws 180 of
a surgical instrument 106. See Figs. 1 and 2. In this manner, light emitted by the emitter 110 between the jaws 180 and
through the tissue of interest may be captured by the light sensor 112.

[0067] The light emitter 110 may include one or more elements. According to an embodiment schematically illustrated
in Fig. 2, the light sensor 112 may include a first light emitter 110-1, a second light emitter 110-2, and a third light emitter
110-3. All of the light emitters may be adapted to emit light at a particular wavelength (e.g., 660 nm), or certain emitters
may emit light at different wavelengths than other emitters.

[0068] As to those embodiments wherein the light emitter 110 is in the form of an array including one or more light
emitting diodes, as is illustrated in Fig. 2 for example, the diodes may be arranged in the form of a one-dimensional,
two-dimensional or three-dimensional array. An example of a one-dimensional array may include disposing the diodes
along a line in a single plane, while an example of a two-dimensional array may include disposing the diodes in a plurality
of rows and columns in a single plane. Further example of a two-dimensional array may include disposing the diodes
along a line on or in a curved surface. A three-dimensional array may include diodes disposed in more than one plane,
such as in a plurality of rows and columns on or in a curved surface.

[0069] Thelightsensor 112 according to the embodiments of the present disclosure also includes one or more individual
elements. According to an embodiment illustrated in Fig. 2, the light sensor 112 may include a first light sensor 112-1,
a second light sensor 112-2, an n-th light sensor 112-n, and so on. As was the case with the light emitters 110-1, 110-2,
110-3, the light sensors 112-1, 112-2, 112-3 may be arranged in an array, and the discussion in regard to the arrays
above applied with equal force here.

[0070] As discussed above, the system 100 may include hardware and software in addition to the emitter 110, sensor
112, and controller 114. For example, where more than one emitter 110 is used, a drive controller may be provided to
control the switching of the individual emitter elements. In a similar fashion, a multiplexer may be provided where more
than one sensor 112 is included, which multiplexer may be coupled to the sensors 112 and to an amplifier. Further, the
controller 114 may include filters and analog-to-digital conversion as may be required.

[0071] As for the indicator 130 used in conjunction with controller 114, a variety of output devices may be used. As
illustrated in Fig. 1, a light emitting diode 130-1 may be attached to or incorporated into the associated surgical instrument
106, and may even be disposed at the working end 104 of the instrument 106. Alternatively or in addition, an alert may
be displayed on a video monitor 130-2 being used for the surgery, or may cause an image on the monitor to change
color or to flash, change size or otherwise change appearance. For example, Fig. 18 illustrates a portion of a graphical
user interface (GUI) that may be displayed on the video monitor 130-2, wherein a first region 132 is representative of
the location of a section of a vessel and surrounding tissue between the jaws of the surgical instrument 106 and a second
region 134 is an enhanced representation of the section of vessel and surrounding tissue illustrated in first region 132
with the vessel represented in a contrasting fashion to the surrounding tissue (e.g., through the use of bands of different
color for the vessel and the surrounding tissue). The indicator 130 may also be in the form of or include a speaker 130-3
that provides an auditory alarm. The indicator 130 also may be in the form of or may incorporate a safety lockout 130-4
associated with the surgical instrument 106 that interrupts use of the instrument 106. For example, the lockout could
prevent ligation or cauterization where the surgical instrument 106 is a thermal ligature device. As a still further example,
the indicator 130 also may be in the form of a haptic feedback system, such as a vibrator 130-5, which may be attached
to or formed integral with a handle or handpiece of the surgical instrument 106 to provide a tactile indication or alarm.
Various combinations of these particular forms of the indicator 130 may also be used.

[0072] As mentioned above, the surgical system 100 may also include the surgical instrument 106 with the working
end 104, to which the light emitter 110 and light sensor 112 are attached (in the alternative, removably/reversibly or
permanently/irreversibly). The light emitter 110 and the light sensor 112 may instead be formed integrally (i.e., as one
piece) with the surgical instrument 106. It is further possible that the light emitter and light sensor be attached to a
separate instrument or tool that is used in conjunction with the surgical instrument or tool 106.

[0073] As noted above, the surgical instrument 106 may be a thermal ligature device in one embodiment. In another
embodiment, the surgical instrument 106 may simply be a grasper or dissector having opposing jaws. According to still
further embodiments, the surgical instrument may be other surgical instruments such as surgical staplers, clip appliers,
and robotic surgical systems, for example. According to still other embodiments, the surgical instrument may have no
other function than to carry the light emitters/light sensors and to place them within a surgical field. The illustration of a
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single embodiment is not intended to preclude the use of the system 100 with other surgical instruments or tools 106.
Examples

[0074] Experiments have been conducted using an embodiment of the above-described system. The experiments
and results are reported below.

[0075] The first set of experiments was conducted using an excised porcine carotid artery. To simulate the pulsatile
flow of fluid found in such blood vessels, a submersible DC pump was used. The pump was capable of operation at
between 40 and 80 cycles per minute, and could provide a flow rate that could be set to a particular value. The fluid
used was bovine whole blood to which heparin had been added and that was maintained at an elevated temperature to
maintain physiological viscosity. For the experiments described below, the blood was pumped at 60 cycles per minute
and at a flow rate of 500 mL per minute.

[0076] A light emitter array was disposed opposite a light sensor array with the excised porcine carotid artery disposed
therebetween. The light emitter array included five light emitting diodes that emitted light at 660 nm. The light sensor
array included a linear CCD array composed of 250 elements arranged side-by-side, with each group or set of 20
elements fitting into 1 mm of contiguous space along the array. The system was operated for 10 seconds, with the results
of the experiments plotted in Fig. 19. The inner diameter of the vessel was determined by using the distance between
a pair of positions where the magnitude of the pulsatile component was 50% of the peak magnitude (i.e., line C in Fig. 19).
[0077] The second set of experiments was conducted using a light emitter array opposite a light sensor array, with
the porcine carotid artery of a living porcine subject disposed therebetween. The light sensor array included five light
emitting diodes that emitted light at 660 nm. The light sensor array included 16 individual photodetector elements, each
elementbeing 0.9mm wide. The elements were spaced with 0.1 mm between adjacent elements, such that each element
occupied 1mm of contiguous space along the array. The system was operated for 15 seconds, with the results of the
experiment plotted in Fig. 20. The measurements for each photodetector were interpolated and converted to pixels to
permit a comparison between the first set of experiments and the second set of experiments. Again, the inner diameter
of the vessel was determined by using the distance between a pair of positions where the magnitude of the pulsatile
component was 50% of the peak magnitude (i.e., line C in Fig. 20).

[0078] In both sets of experiments, the inner diameters of the porcine arteries determined using embodiments of the
disclosed system were within a millimeter of the gross diameter measurements of the vessel. For example, relative to
the first set of experiments, the inner diameter determined using the embodiment of the system was 4.7 mm, while the
gross diameter measurement was 4.46 mm. As to the second set of experiments, the inner diameter determined using
the embodiment of the system was 1.35 mm, and the gross diameter measurement was 1.1 mm.

[0079] For a third set of experiments, an embodiment of the system including an LED array emitting at 940 nm and a
linear CCD array was used. The system was used to determine the resting outer diameters of four different arteries
(gastric, left renal, right renal, and abdominal) in a living porcine subject. The system was operated for 10 seconds, and
the inner diameters were determined using a pair of points associated with 50% of the peak magnitude. After using the
system to determine the inner diameters, the arteries were excised and the gross vessel diameters were obtained by
quantifying the cross-section of the vessels at the point of measurement along the vessels using NIH ImageJ software.
[0080] The results of the third group of experiments are illustrated in Fig. 21. As indicated in the graph, there is a close
correlation between the inner diameters determined using an embodiment of the system disclosed herein and the inner
diameters measured using conventional techniques. The error bars represent the standard deviation of measurements
of the same artery taken at different points in time.

[0081] In conclusion, although the preceding text sets forth a detailed description of different embodiments of the
invention, it should be understood that the legal scope of the invention is defined by the words of the claims set forth at
the end of this patent. The detailed description is to be construed as exemplary only and does not describe every possible
embodiment of the invention since describing every possible embodiment would be impractical, if not impossible. Nu-
merous alternative embodiments could be implemented, using either current technology or technology developed after
the filing date of this patent, which would still fall within the scope of the claims defining the invention.

[0082] It should also be understood that, unless a term is expressly defined in this patent using the sentence "As used
herein, the term’_’ is hereby defined to mean..." or a similar sentence, there is no intent to limit the meaning of that term,
either expressly or by implication, beyond its plain or ordinary meaning, and such term should not be interpreted to be
limited in scope based on any statement made in any section of this patent (other than the language of the claims). To
the extent that any term recited in the claims at the end of this patent is referred to in this patent in a manner consistent
with a single meaning, that is done for sake of clarity only so as to not confuse the reader, and it is not intended that
such claim term be limited, by implication or otherwise, to that single meaning.

1"



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 3 359 021 B1

Claims

1.

10.

11.

12.

A surgical system (100) configured to determine a size of a vessel (V) within a region (102) proximate to a working
end (104) of a surgical instrument (106), said surgical system comprising:

at least one light emitter (110) disposed at the working end of the surgical instrument, the at least one light
emitter generating light at a first intensity;

an array of light sensors (112) disposed at the working end of the surgical instrument opposite the at least one
light emitter, the array of light sensors comprising a least one row of light sensors, individual light sensors in
the row of light sensors being adapted to generate a signal comprising a non-pulsatile component; and

a controller (114) coupled to the array of light sensors, the controller (114) being characterized by:

an analyzer (118) configured to determine the magnitudes of the non-pulsatile components at the individual
light sensors in the row of light sensors, to determine if the non-pulsatile component transitions from a higher
magnitude to a lower magnitude and from a lower magnitude to a higher magnitude, and, if the non-pulsatile
component transitions from a higher magnitude to a lower magnitude and from a lower magnitude to a higher
magnitude, to determine if the first intensity should be changed to a second intensity.

The surgical system (100) according to claim 1, wherein the controller (114) determines if the non-pulsatile component
transitions from a higher magnitude to a lower magnitude or from a lower magnitude to a higher magnitude according
to a derivative of a non-pulsatile profile for the array of light sensors (112).

The surgical system (100) according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the controller (114) determines if the first intensity
should be changed to a second intensity in accordance with an angle determined using a first line drawn from the
point along the non-pulsatile profile where the derivative changes to a non-zero value to the point corresponding to
the lowest non-pulsatile value, or using a second line drawn from the point along the non-pulsatile profile where the
derivative changes from a non-zero value to the point corresponding to the lowest non-pulsatile value.

The surgical system (100) according to claim 3, wherein the controller (114) determines if the angle is in a range
from a first value to a second value, the second value being larger than the first value.

The surgical system (100) according to claim 4, wherein the first value is approximately 45 degrees and the second
value is approximately 65 degrees.

The surgical system (100) according to claim 4 or 5, wherein if the angle is below the first value, the first intensity
is decreased to the second intensity.

The surgical system (100) according to claim 4 or 5, wherein if the angle is above the second value, the first intensity
is increased to the second intensity.

The surgical system (100) according to any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein if the angle is in a range from the first
value to the second value, the controller (114) determines if the first intensity should be changed to a second intensity
in accordance with a contrast to width ratio.

The surgical system (100) according to claim 8, wherein if the contrast to width ratio is approximately 1, the first
intensity is not changed.

The surgical system (100) according to claim 8, wherein if the contrast to width ratio is less than 1, the first intensity
is decreased to the second intensity.

The surgical system (100) according to claim 8, wherein if the contrast to width ratio is greater than 1, the first
intensity is increased to the second intensity.

The surgical system (100) according to any one of claims 1 to 11, wherein the analyzer (118) determines the
magnitudes of the non-pulsatile components at the individual light sensors (112) in the row of light sensors, determines
a pair of positions corresponding to a first transition in the non-pulsatile component from a higher magnitude to a
lower magnitude and a second transition in the non-pulsatile component from a lower magnitude to a higher mag-
nitude, and determines a resting outer diameter of the vessel (V) based on the pair of positons.
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13. The surgical system (100) according to any one of claims 1 to 11, wherein the signal comprises a pulsatile component

and the analyzer (118) determines the magnitudes of the pulsatile components at the individual light sensors in the
row of light sensors, determines a first peak magnitude and a second peak magnitude of the pulsatile components,
and determines a resting outer diameter of the vessel based on the first and second peak magnitudes of the pulsatile
components.

Patentanspriiche

Chirurgisches System (100), das konfiguriert ist, um eine Grof3e von einem Gefal3 (V) innerhalb eines Bereichs
(102) in der Nahe eines Arbeitsendes (104) eines chirurgischen Instruments (106) zu bestimmen, wobei das chir-
urgische System Folgendes umfasst:

mindestens einen Lichtemitter (110), der an dem Arbeitsende des chirurgischen Instruments angeordnet ist,
wobei der mindestens eine Lichtemitter Licht mit einer ersten Intensitat erzeugt;

eine Anordnung von Lichtsensoren (112), die an dem Arbeitsende des chirurgischen Instruments gegeniiber
des mindestens einen Lichtemitters angeordnet ist, wobei die Anordnung von Lichtsensoren mindestens eine
Reihe von Lichtsensoren umfasst, wobei individuelle Lichtsensoren in der Reihe von Lichtsensoren angepasst
sind, um ein Signal zu erzeugen, das eine nicht pulsatile Komponente umfasst; und

eine Steuerung (114), die mit der Anordnung von Lichtsensoren gekoppelt ist, wobei die Steuerung (114)
gekennzeichnet ist durch:

ein Analysegerat (118), das konfiguriert ist, um die GréRen der nicht pulsatilen Komponenten bei den individu-
ellen Lichtsensoren in der Reihe von Lichtsensoren zu bestimmen, um zu bestimmen, ob die nicht pulsatile
Komponente von einer héheren GréRRe zu einer niedrigeren Grée und von einer niedrigeren GréRe zu einer
héheren GréRe Ubergeht, und, wenn die nicht pulsatile Komponente von einer hdheren GrélRe zu einer niedri-
geren GroRe und von einer niedrigeren GrofRe zu einer héheren Grof3e Ubergeht, zu bestimmen, ob die erste
Intensitat zu einer zweiten Intensitat gedndert werden soll.

Chirurgisches System (100) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Steuerung (114) bestimmt, ob die nicht pulsatile Kompo-
nente von einer héheren GréRRe zu einer niedrigeren Gré3e oder von einer niedrigeren Gréf3e zu einer héheren
GroRe Ubergeht gemaR einer Ableitung eines nicht pulsatilen Profils fur die Anordnung von Lichtsensoren (112).

Chirurgisches System (100) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei die Steuerung (114) bestimmt, ob die erste Intensitat
zu einer zweiten Intensitat gedndert werden soll, gemaR einem Winkel, der unter Verwendung einer ersten Linie
bestimmt wird, die von dem Punkt entlang des nicht pulsatilen Profils gezeichnet wird, wo die Ableitung zu einem
Wertungleich Null andert, zu dem Punkt, der dem niedrigsten nicht pulsatilen Wert entspricht, oder unter Verwendung
einer zweiten Linie, die von dem Punkt entlang des nicht pulsatilen Profils gezeichnet wird, wo die Ableitung von
einem Wert ungleich Null zu dem Punkt dndert, der dem niedrigsten nicht pulsatilen Wert entspricht.

Chirurgisches System (100) nach Anspruch 3, wobei die Steuerung (114) bestimmt, ob der Winkel in einem Bereich
von einem ersten Wert zu einem zweiten Wert ist, wobei der zweite Wert grof3er als der erste Wert ist.

Chirurgisches System (100) nach Anspruch 4, wobei der erste Wert ungeféhr 45 Grad ist und der zweite Wert
ungefahr 65 Grad ist.

Chirurgisches System (100) nach Anspruch 4 oder 5, wobei, wenn der Winkel unter dem ersten Wert ist, die erste
Intensitat auf die zweite Intensitat verringert wird.

Chirurgisches System (100) nach Anspruch 4 oder 5, wobei, wenn der Winkel Gber dem zweiten Wert ist, die erste
Intensitat auf die zweite Intensitat erhoht wird.

Chirurgisches System (100) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 5, wobei, wenn der Winkel in einem Bereich von dem
ersten Wert zu dem zweiten Wert ist, die Steuerung (114) gemaR einem Kontrast-Breiten-Verhaltnis bestimmt, ob

die erste Intensitat zu einer zweiten Intensitat geandert werden soll.

Chirurgisches System (100) nach Anspruch 8, wobei, wenn das Kontrast-Breiten-Verhaltnis etwa 1 ist, die erste
Intensitat nicht gedndert wird.
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Chirurgisches System (100) nach Anspruch 8, wobei, wenn das Kontrast-Breiten-Verhaltnis kleiner als 1 ist, die
erste Intensitat auf die zweite Intensitat verringert wird.

Chirurgisches System (100) nach Anspruch 8, wobei, wenn das Kontrast-Breiten-Verhaltnis groRer als 1 ist, die
erste Intensitat auf die zweite Intensitat erhéht wird.

Chirurgisches System (100) nach einem der Anspriche 1 bis 11, wobei das Analysegerat (118) die GréRRen der
nicht pulsatilen Komponenten bei den individuellen Lichtsensoren (112) in der Reihe von Lichtsensoren bestimmt,
ein Paar Positionen bestimmt, das einem ersten Ubergang in der nicht pulsatilen Komponente von einer héheren
GroRe zu einer niedrigeren GroRe und einem zweiten Ubergang in der nicht pulsatien Komponente von einer
niedrigeren GroRe zu einer hdheren GréRe entspricht, und einen ruhenden Aufendurchmesser des Gefales (V)
basierend auf dem Paar Positionen bestimmt.

Chirurgisches System (100) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 11, wobei das Signal eine pulsatile Komponente
umfasst und das Analysegerat (118) die GréRRen der pulsatilen Komponenten bei den individuellen Lichtsensoren
in der Reihe von Lichtsensoren bestimmt, eine erste SpitzengroRe und eine zweite Spitzengrofie der pulsatilen
Komponenten bestimmt und einen ruhenden AuRendurchmesser des Gefalles basierend auf der ersten und zweiten
Spitzengrofie der pulsatilen Komponenten bestimmt.

Revendications

1.

Systeme chirurgical (100) congu pour déterminer une taille d’un récipient (V) dans une région (102) a proximité
d’une extrémité de travail (104) d’un instrument chirurgical (106), ledit systéme chirurgical comprenant :

au moins un émetteur de lumiére (110) disposé a I'extrémité de travail de I'instrument chirurgical, I'au moins
un émetteur de lumiere générant la lumiére a une premiére intensité ;

un réseau de capteurs de lumiere (112) disposés a I'extrémité de travail de I'instrument chirurgical en face de
'au moins un émetteur de lumiére, le réseau de capteurs de lumiére comprenant au moins une rangée de
capteurs de lumiére, des capteurs de lumiére individuels dans la rangée de capteurs de lumiére étant congus
pour générer un signal comprenant une composante non pulsatile ; et

un dispositif de commande (114) couplé au réseau de capteurs de lumiére, le dispositif de commande (114)
étant caractérisé par:

un analyseur (118) congu pour déterminer les amplitudes des composantes non pulsatiles au niveau des cap-
teurs de lumiére individuels dans la rangée de capteurs de lumiére, pour déterminer si la composante non
pulsatile passe d’'une amplitude plus élevée a une amplitude plus faible et d'une amplitude plus faible a une
amplitude plus élevée, et, sila composante non pulsatile passe d’'une amplitude plus élevée a une amplitude
plus faible et d’'une amplitude plus faible a une amplitude plus élevée, pour déterminer si la premiére intensité
devrait étre changée en deuxiéme intensité.

Systeme chirurgical (100) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le dispositif de commande (114) détermine si la
composante non pulsatile passe d’une amplitude plus élevée a une amplitude plus faible ou d’'une amplitude plus
faible a une amplitude plus élevée, en fonction d’une dérivée d’un profil non pulsatile pour le réseau de capteurs
de lumiére (112).

Systeme chirurgical (100) selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel le dispositif de commande (114) détermine si
la premiére intensité devrait étre modifiée en deuxiéme intensité conformément a un angle déterminé a 'aide d’'une
premiere ligne tracée depuis le point le long du profil non pulsatile ou la dérivée change en une valeur non nulle
jusqu’au point correspondant a la valeur non pulsatile la plus faible, ou a I'aide d’'une deuxiéme ligne tracée depuis
le point le long du profil non pulsatile ou la dérivée change depuis une valeur non nulle jusqu’au point correspondant
a la valeur non pulsatile la plus faible.

Systeme chirurgical (100) selon la revendication 3, dans lequel le dispositif de commande (114) détermine si 'angle
se situe dans une plage allant d’'une premiéere valeur a une deuxiéme valeur, la deuxiéme valeur étant supérieure

a la premiere valeur.

Systeme chirurgical (100) selon la revendication 4, dans lequel la premiére valeur est d’approximativement 45
degrés et la deuxiéme valeur est d’approximativement 65 degrés.
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Systeme chirurgical (100) selon la revendication 4 ou 5, dans lequel si 'angle est au-dessous de la premiére valeur,
la premiére intensité est diminuée a la deuxiéme intensité.

Systeme chirurgical (100) selon la revendication 4 ou 5, dans lequel si 'angle est au-dessus de la deuxiéme valeur,
la premiére intensité est augmentée a la deuxiéme intensité.

Systeme chirurgical (100) selon I'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 5, dans lequel si I'angle se situe dans une
plage de la premiére valeur a la deuxieme valeur, le dispositif de commande (114) détermine si la premiére intensité
devrait étre changée en deuxiéme intensité conformément a un contraste a un rapport de largeur.

Systeme chirurgical (100) selon la revendication 8, dans lequel si le contraste au rapport de largeur est approxima-
tivement de 1, la premiére intensité n’est pas modifiée.

Systeme chirurgical (100) selon la revendication 8, dans lequel si le contraste avec le rapport de largeur est inférieur
a 1, la premiére intensité est diminuée a la deuxiéme intensité.

Systeme chirurgical (100) selon larevendication 8, dans lequel si le contraste avec le rapport de largeur est supérieur
a 1, la premiére intensité est augmentée a la deuxieme intensité.

Systeme chirurgical (100) selon I'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 11, dans lequel I'analyseur (118) détermine
les amplitudes des composantes non pulsatiles au niveau des capteurs de lumiéere individuels (112) dans la rangée
de capteurs de lumiére, détermine une paire de positions correspondant a une premiére transition de la composante
non pulsatile d’'une amplitude plus élevée a une amplitude plus faible et une deuxiéme transition de la composante
non pulsatile d’'une amplitude plus faible a une amplitude plus élevée, et détermine un diametre extérieur au repos
du récipient (V) en fonction de la paire de positions.

Systeme chirurgical (100) selon I'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 11, dans lequel le signal comprend une
composante pulsatile et I'analyseur (118) détermine les amplitudes des composantes pulsatiles au niveau des
capteurs de lumiére individuels dans la rangée de capteurs de lumiére, détermine une premiére amplitude de créte
et une deuxiéme amplitude de créte des composantes pulsatiles, et détermine un diamétre extérieur au repos du
récipient en fonction des premiére et deuxiéme amplitudes de créte des composantes pulsatiles.
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