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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The presently disclosed subject matter relates to a biological signal measuring system, and more particularly
to a system for identifying the concentration of a substance in blood (hereinafter, such a substance is referred to as "in-
blood substance") based on a biological signal acquired from a subject that is an example of the living body. The presently
disclosed subject matter relates also to a biological signal measuring apparatus which is to be used in the system.
[0002] Measurement of the degree of oxygenation of blood is important for determining whether blood is sufficiently
supplied to the living tissue or not. The degree of oxygenation of arterial blood, i.e., the arterial oxygen saturation can
be easily measured by using a pulse oximeter. There is also a method of measuring the blood concentration of carbon
monoxide hemoglobin COHb or methemoglobin MetHb, which is abnormal hemoglobin, by using the principle of the
pulse oximeter (for example, see JP-A-2002-228579).
[0003] When the principle of the pulse oximeter is used, non-invasive measurement can be easily performed, but the
pulse wave amplitude depends on the measurement accuracy. In the case where a disorder occurs in the circulation
and the pulse wave extremely weakens, for example, the measurement is disabled. In the case of carbon monoxide
poisoning, when the COHb concentration exceeds 50%, the cardiac function is lowered and comatose is caused. Also
in such a case, measurement based on the principle of the pulse oximeter is sometimes impossible.
[0004] US2004/024297 discloses a method of determining oxygen saturation levels in venous and arterial blood. The
method obtains differential attenuation values as a function of wavelength and combines this methodology with pulse
oximetry. Pulse oximetry allows to determine the arterial oxygen saturation, and the arterial oxygen saturation, in turn,
is used to determine the venous oxygen saturation.

SUMMARY

[0005] The presently disclosed subject matter may provide a technique in which, even from a patient who is in a
comatose state and whose circulation is impaired, information related to the concentrations of in-blood substances is
acquired by a simple method.
[0006] According to the invention, there is provided a biological signal measuring apparatus as defined in claim 1.
[0007] Two wavelengths corresponding to the two light attenuations which are used for acquiring the difference may
be selected as wavelengths in which a difference of light attenuations of non-blood tissue is smaller, from the N wave-
lengths.
[0008] The difference may be obtained after multiplying by a coefficient corresponding to the light attenuation of non-
blood tissue in the corresponding wavelength.
[0009] The N may be four, and the in-blood substances may be three kinds selected from oxygenated hemoglobin,
reduced hemoglobin, carbon monoxide hemoglobin, and methemoglobin.
[0010] The N may be five, and the in-blood substances may be oxygenated hemoglobin, reduced hemoglobin, carbon
monoxide hemoglobin, and methemoglobin.
[0011] The biological signal measuring apparatus may further comprise a monitoring section which is configured to
cause the third calculating section to identify the concentrations at a predetermined timing.
[0012] The monitoring section may notify a timing when the living tissue is to be pressed, through the outputting section.
[0013] The biological signal measuring apparatus may further comprise a pressure detecting section which is configured
to detect a pressure applied to the living tissue, and which is configured to output a signal corresponding to the pressure.
[0014] The light attenuations may be acquired based on changes of the received light intensities due to pressing of
the living tissue.
[0015] The biological signal measuring apparatus may further comprise: a pressurizing section which is adapted to
be attached to the subject so as to pressurize the living tissue; and a pressurization controlling section which is configured
to control the pressurizing section for causing changes of light attenuations of the living tissue.
[0016] According to the invention, there is also provided a biological signal measuring system as defined in claim 11.
[0017] According to the invention, there is also provided a method of controlling a biological signal measuring apparatus
as defined in claim 12.
[0018] According to the invention, there is provided a program causing a computer to execute the method according
to claim 12.
[0019] According to the invention, there is provided a non-transitory computer-readable recording medium storing a
program causing a computer to execute the method according to claim 12.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0020]

Fig. 1 is a functional block diagram showing the configuration of a biological signal measuring system of an embod-
iment of the presently disclosed subject matter.
Fig. 2 is a view illustrating an example of a process which is performed by a second calculating section of the
biological signal measuring system.
Fig. 3 is a view of complementing the illustration of the process which is performed by the second calculating section.
Figs. 4A to 4C are views illustrating relationships between the absorption coefficient and the concentration of an in-
blood substance.
Fig. 5 is a diagram illustrating identification of the concentration of the in-blood substance associated with pressur-
ization of a living tissue.
Fig. 6 is a functional block diagram showing the configuration of a biological signal measuring system of a modification.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS

[0021] An embodiment of the presently disclosed subject matter will be described in detail with reference to the
accompanying drawings. In the drawings which will be used in the following description, the scale is adequately changed
in order to draw components in a recognizable size.
[0022] As shown in Fig. 1, a biological signal measuring system 1 of the embodiment includes a measuring apparatus
10 and a probe 20. The measuring apparatus 10 includes an instruction receiving section 11, a controlling section 12,
a signal receiving section 13, and an outputting section 14. The probe 20 in the embodiment has a configuration which
is to be attached to the finger 30 of the subject, and includes a light emitter 21 and a light receiver 22.
[0023] The instruction receiving section 11 is a man-machine interface which is disposed on the outer surface of the
measuring apparatus 10, and configured so as to be able to receive instructions which are input by the user in order to
cause the measuring apparatus 10 to perform a desired operation.
[0024] The controlling section 12 includes: a CPU which performs various calculation processes; a ROM which stores
various control programs; a RAM which is used as a working area for storing data and executing the programs; and the
like, and performs various controls in the measuring apparatus 10. The controlling section 12 is communicably connected
to the instruction receiving section 11. The instruction receiving section 11 supplies a signal corresponding to the received
instructions, to the controlling section 12.
[0025] The light emitter 21 of the probe 20 is communicably connected to the controlling section 12 of the measuring
apparatus 10. The light emitter 21 can emit a first light beam having a first wavelength λ1, a second light beam having
a second wavelength λ2, a third light beam having a third wavelength λ3, and a fourth light beam having a fourth
wavelength λ4.
[0026] In the embodiment, the light emitter 21 includes a light emitting diode which emits a red light beam of 660 nm
that is an example of the first wavelength λ1, another light emitting diode which emits an infrared light beam of 940 nm
that is an example of the second wavelength λ2, a further light emitting diode which emits an infrared light beam of 810
nm that is an example of the third wavelength λ3, and a still further light emitting diode which emits a red light beam of
620 nm or 635 nm that is an example of the fourth wavelength λ4. In accordance with a control signal supplied from the
controlling section 12, each of the light emitting diodes emits the light beam at predetermined timings. The emitted first,
second, third, and fourth light beams enter the finger 30 which is an example of the living tissue.
[0027] The light receiver 22 of the probe 20 is placed at a position where the first, second, third, and fourth light beams
which have been passed through the finger 30 can be received. The light receiver 22 is configured so as to be able to
output a first signal S1 corresponding to the intensity I1 of the received first light beam, a second signal S2 corresponding
to the intensity I2 of the received second light beam, a third signal S3 corresponding to the intensity I3 of the received
third light beam, and a fourth signal S4 corresponding to the intensity I4 of the received fourth light beam.
[0028] In the embodiment, photodiodes are used as devices having such a configuration. The light receiver 22 is
communicably connected to the signal receiving section 13 of the measuring apparatus 10. The signals S1, S2, S3, S4
which are output from the light receiver 22 are supplied to the signal receiving section 13.
[0029] The signal receiving section 13 is communicably connected to the controlling section 12. The signal receiving
section 13 supplies the received signals S1, S2, S3, S4 to the controlling section 12. The controlling section 12 includes
a first calculating section 41, a second calculating section 42, a third calculating section 43, and a monitoring section 44.
[0030] The first calculating section 41 is configured so as to acquire the light attenuation A1 of the first light beam
based on the first signal S1, the light attenuation A2 of the second light beam based on the second signal S2, the light
attenuation A3 of the third light beam based on the third signal S3, and the light attenuation A4 of the fourth light beam
based on the fourth signal S4. Each of the light attenuations A1, A2, A3, A4 is calculated as a ratio of the amount of light
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of the first, second, third, or fourth signal S1, S2, S3, or S4 received at a certain time (for example, during pressurization
of the living tissue) to that at another time (for example, before pressurization of the living tissue), and indicated by either
of the following expressions: 

where Io1, Io2, Io3, and Io4 indicate the amounts of received light at the reference time (for example, before pressurization
of the living tissue), and I1, I2, I3, and 14 indicate the amounts of received light at the measurement. The suffix "1"
indicates the first light beam, the suffix "2" indicates the second light beam, the suffix "3" indicates the third light beam,
and the suffix "4" indicates the fourth light beam.
[0031] The second calculating section 42 is configured so as to acquire blood-derived light attenuations based on the
light attenuations A1, A2 of the first and second light beams acquired by the first calculating section 41, the light atten-
uations A2, A3 of the second and third light beams, and the light attenuations A2, A4 of the second and fourth light
beams. Specifically, the section is configured so as to acquire the blood-derived light attenuation Ab21 based on the
difference of the light attenuation A1 and the light attenuation A2, the blood-derived light attenuation Ab23 based on the
difference of the light attenuation A2 and the light attenuation A3, and the blood-derived light attenuation Ab24 based
on the difference of the light attenuation A2 and the light attenuation A4. The principle of the process will be described
in detail below.
[0032] A change A in light attenuation which is produced when the finger 30 is pressed to change the thickness of the
living tissue is caused by a change in thickness of blood and that in thickness of tissue other than blood (hereinafter,
such tissue is referred to as non-blood tissue). This fact is indicated by the following expressions: 

where E indicates the absorption coefficient (dl g-1cm-1), Hb indicates the hemoglobin concentration (g dl-1), Z indicates
the light attenuation factor (cm-1) of the non-blood tissue, and D indicates the thickness (cm). The suffix "b" indicates
blood, the suffix "t" indicates the non-blood tissue, the suffix "1" indicates the first light beam, the suffix "2" indicates the
second light beam, the suffix "3" indicates the third light beam, and the suffix "4" indicates the fourth light beam.
[0033] The wavelength dependency of the non-blood tissue can be neglected. Therefore, it can be deemed that Z1 =
Z2 = Z3 = Z4. When Expression (5) is subtracted from Expression (6), Expression (7) is subtracted from Expression (6),
and Expression (8) is subtracted from Expression (6), the following expressions are obtained: 
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[0034] The right side contains only information of blood. When the difference of the light attenuation A2 and the light
attenuation A1, that of the light attenuation A2 and the light attenuation A3, and that of the light attenuation A2 and the
light attenuation A4 are obtained, therefore, it is possible to acquire the blood-derived light attenuations Ab21, Ab23,
and Ab24.
[0035] Next, Expression (9) is divided by Expression (10), and Expression (9) is divided by Expression (11), the terms
of Hb and Db are deleted, and the following expressions are obtained: 

[0036] In Expressions (12) and (13), (E2 - E1), (E2 - E3), and (E2 - E4) are functions of the oxygenated hemoglobin
concentration O2Hb (%), the reduced hemoglobin concentration RHb (%), and the carbon monoxide hemoglobin con-
centration COHb (%) . The absorption coefficients E1, E2, E3, and E4 are expressed by the following expressions: 

where Eo indicates the absorption coefficient of oxygenated hemoglobin, Er indicates the absorption coefficient of
reduced hemoglobin, and Ec indicates the absorption coefficient of carbon monoxide hemoglobin. The suffix "1" indicates
the first light beam, the suffix "2" indicates the second light beam, the suffix "3" indicates the third light beam, and he
suffix "4" indicates the fourth light beam.
[0037] Hereinafter, the meaning of the acquisition of the difference of light attenuations will be described with reference
to Fig. 2. Fig. 2 shows a graph showing temporal changes of the light attenuation A1, the light attenuation A2, and the
blood-derived light attenuation Ab21 (= A2 - A1) in the case where the finger 30 is pressed through the probe 20.
[0038] It is seen that, even when the pressurization is released, the values of the light attenuations A1, A2 do not
return to the levels which are attained before the start of the pressurization, and the deformation of the non-blood tissue
exerts influence. It is also seen that, after the release of the pressurization, the difference (A2 - A1) of the light attenuations,
i.e., the blood-derived light attenuation Ab21 converges to the level which is attained before the start of the pressurization.
Namely, the influence caused by the deformation of the non-blood tissue can be eliminated by a simple calculation
process in which the difference of the light attenuations that are obtained by irradiating the tissue with light beams of
different wavelengths is calculated.
[0039] As described above, the wavelength dependency of the non-blood tissue can be neglected. However, exact
equality is not attained. Fig. 3 shows optical absorption spectra of bloodless chicken tenderloin and water. In the range
of 600 to 1,100 nm, the absorbance of the chicken tenderloin is substantially constant, but the light attenuation of short
wavelength light is larger than that of long wavelength light. In the above-described subtraction, therefore, the influence
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of the non-blood tissue can be further reduced in the case where subtraction of light attenuations acquired from a
wavelength at which the difference of light attenuations of non-blood tissues is smaller is performed, and hence the
concentration of the in-blood substance can be correctly calculated. In the case where subtraction is performed by using
values at 810 nm and 940 nm, for example, the influence of the non-blood tissue can be reduced further than the case
where subtraction is performed by using values at 660 nm and 940 nm.
[0040] Although, as described above, there is a small difference in the light attenuation of the non-blood tissue de-
pending on the wavelength, the influence of the tissue can be strictly eliminated. In the case where the light attenuation
factors of the non-blood tissue at the wavelengths have relationships of Z2 = k2Z1, Z3 = k3Z1, and Z4 = k4Z1, when
subtraction is performed after multiplying by a constant k as follows: 

the terms of the light attenuations of the non-blood tissue are completely eliminated, and therefore a measurement which
is errorless and more accurate is enabled. The coefficients k2, k3, and k4 can be previously determined by a measurement
such as that of Fig. 3.
[0041] Figs. 4A to 4C show relationships between (E2 - E1), (E2 - E3), and (E2 - E4) above and the O2Hb concentration,
the RHb concentration, and the COHb concentration in the case where three kinds of hemoglobins, or O2Hb, RHb, and
COHb are in the blood. Since (E2 - E1), (E2 - E3), and (E2 - E4) are functions of the O2Hb, RHb, and COHb concentrations,
the left sides of Expressions (12) and (13) which are measurement values are functions of the O2Hb, RHb, and COHb
concentrations. Although the RHb concentration is not directly described in the figures, the RHb concentration has a
value which is obtained by subtracting the sum of the O2Hb and COHb concentrations from 100%.
[0042] From the above, it is seen that, when the blood-derived light attenuations Ab21, Ab23, and Ab24 are measured
by using light beams having at least four kinds of wavelengths, the O2Hb, RHb, and COHb concentrations in the blood
can be quantitatively identified through Expressions (12) to (17). The third calculating section 43 is configured so as to
identify the O2Hb, RHb, and COHb concentrations based on the principle. Also in the case where MetHb is used in
placed of COHb, similar measurements can be performed.
[0043] The controlling section 12 supplies a signal S5 indicative of a result of the determination which is performed
by the third calculating section 43, to the outputting section 14. The outputting section 14 is a man-machine interface
which is disposed on the outer surface of the measuring apparatus 10, and includes a displaying device which displays
visible information. The displaying device displays the determination result in an adequate manner corresponding to the
signal S5.
[0044] According to the configuration of the embodiment, therefore, the concentrations of the in-blood substances can
be identified only by attaching the probe 20 for pulse oximetry in which measurement is conducted by using four or more
wavelengths, to the finger 30 of the subject. In a scene of first aid, for example, the concentrations of in-blood substances
can be identified simply and rapidly by using a multi-wavelength pulse oximeter and without requiring preparation of a
special probe and performing a special work. This can contribute to rapid determination of the priority.
[0045] When five wavelengths are used, it is possible to obtain four kinds of hemoglobin concentrations. For example,
the O2Hb concentration, the RHb concentration, the COHb concentration, and the MetHb concentration can be simul-
taneously obtained. In the case where the fourth wavelength λ4 is one of 620 nm and 635 nm, an example of the fifth
wavelength λ5 is the other of the frequencies.
[0046] According to the configuration of the embodiment, the concentrations of in-blood substances can be identified
only by attaching the probe 20 for pulse oximetry in which measurement is conducted by using five or more wavelengths,
to the finger 30 of the subject. Even from a patient who is in a comatose state and whose circulation is impaired, for
example, information related to the concentrations of the in-blood substances can be acquired by attaching a multi-
wavelength pulse oximeter to the patient and without requiring preparation of a special probe and performing a special
work.
[0047] According to the embodiment, the dye dilution method can be performed. The dye dilution method is a method
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in which, after a dye is administered to blood, the blood dye concentration is measured, and the circulatory function or
the liver function is evaluated. As the dye, for example, indocyanine green is used.
[0048] The monitoring section 44 is configured so as to perform a monitoring process. In the monitoring process, the
third calculating section 43 is caused to perform the operations of identifying the various hemoglobins, at predetermined
timings. Specifically, when it is recognized that the finger 30 is pressed, the process is started, and, at each elapse of
a predetermined time period, the third calculating section 43 is caused to identify the concentrations of the various
hemoglobins.
[0049] According to the configuration, the condition of the peripheral circulation of the subject can be continuously
monitored. This assists to check the effect of treatment with oxygen inhalation for a patient with, for example, carbon
monoxide poisoning. This will be described with reference to Fig. 5.
[0050] As shown in (a) of Fig. 5, the finger 30 to which the probe 20 is attached includes arterial blood Ba, venous
blood Bv, and non-blood tissue Ts. When the finger 30 in this state is pressed, as shown in (b) of Fig. 5, the non-blood
tissue Ts is compressed, and arterial blood Ba and venous blood Bv are eliminated. When the pressing is released, as
shown in (c) of Fig. 5, arterial blood Ba first starts to flow in, and the thickness of the non-blood tissue Ts begins to return
to the original value. As shown in (d) of Fig. 5, then, venous blood Bv starts to flow in. In Fig. 5, (e) shows a situation
where the thicknesses of arterial blood Ba, venous blood Bv, and the non-blood tissue Ts return to the states which are
attained before the start of the pressurization.
[0051] After the pressing is released, as the thickness of the finger 30 returns to the original value, the light attenuation
becomes larger. The change of the light attenuation contains components respectively contributed by thickness changes
of arterial blood Ba, venous blood Bv, and the non-blood tissue Ts. In the above-described technique, the concentrations
of the in-blood substances can be identified while eliminating the influence caused by the change of the non-blood tissue
Ts. At the timing shown in (c) of Fig. 5, arterial blood Ba mainly flows in the non-blood tissue Ts. As venous blood Bv
flows in as shown in (d) and (e) of Fig. 5, the component contributed by venous blood Bv becoming larger in the light
attenuation . With respect to the concentration of abnormal hemoglobin, that of the dye administered to the blood, and
the like, however, there is no difference between arterial blood Ba and venous blood Bv.
[0052] According to the configuration of the embodiment, the values of the concentrations of the in-blood substances
at an arbitrary timing can be identified. For example, the amounts of received light which are measured at the timing
shown in (a) of Fig. 5 are set as the reference values (Io1, Io2, Io3, and Io4 in Expressions (1) to (4)), and those of
received light which are measured at the timing shown in (b) of Fig. 5 are deemed to have I1, I2, 13, and 14 in the
expressions. Then, it is possible to measure the concentrations of the in-blood substances of the blood which is eliminated
by the pressurization. The change in light attenuation which is calculated from measurement values that, while setting
the amounts of received light measured at the timing shown in (b) of Fig. 5 as the reference values, are acquired at a
subsequent arbitrary timing can be deemed to be substantially caused by a change in thickness of blood only. Therefore,
more accurate monitoring of the concentrations of the in-blood substances can be continuously performed.
[0053] The monitoring section 44 acquires differential values of the blood-derived light attenuations Ab21, Ab23, Ab24
which are obtained by the second calculating section 42, thereby performing the determination that the finger 30 is
pressed. When the light attenuations Ab21, Ab23, Ab24 are rapidly raised because of pressurization of the finger 30,
the differential values are largely changed. When blood is evacuated from the place to which pressurization is applied,
the light attenuations Ab21, Ab23, Ab24 have a substantially constant value in the vicinity of the maximum value, and
therefore the differential values drift around zero. When the initial large change of the differential values is detected, it
is recognized that the living tissue is pressed, and, at a timing when the differential values then begin to drift in the vicinity
of zero, it is determined that blood is eliminated. This is used as a trigger for starting the measurement.
[0054] When performing a simple work of attaching the probe 20 for pulse oximetry in which measurement is conducted
by using four or more wavelengths, to the finger 30 of the subject, and pressing the finger 30 through the probe 20A,
therefore, a medical person can measure the concentrations of the in-blood substances of the fingertip at the timing of
pressing, and moreover can monitor the subsequent temporal change. When the monitoring is performed while comparing
the concentrations of the in-blood substances with the arterial oxygen saturation (SpO2) which can be similarly acquired
by the probe 20, it is possible to know a change in condition of the peripheral circulation of a patient with, for example,
carbon monoxide poisoning.
[0055] The foregoing description of the embodiment has been made in order to facilitate understanding of the presently
disclosed subject matter, and is not intended to limit the presently disclosed subject matter. It is a matter of course that
the presently disclosed subject matter may be changed or improved without departing the spirit thereof, and includes
equivalents thereof.
[0056] The light receiver 22 is not always required to be placed at a position where the light beams which have been
passed through the finger 30 can be received. Alternatively, a configuration may be employed where the light receiver
is placed at a position where light beams which have been reflected from the finger 30 are received, and the light
attenuations are acquired based on the reflection intensities of light beams of different wavelengths.
[0057] The living tissue to which the probe 20 is to be attached is not limited to the finger 30. Any kind of living tissue
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may be selected as the object as far as the desired measurement can be performed. For example, the earlobe may be
used as the object.
[0058] As described above, the reference value of the amounts of received light is obtained by means of pressurization
of the finger 30, thereby enabling a subsequent measurement of the concentrations of the in-blood substances to be
continuously performed. When the positional relationships of the probe 20 and the living tissue are lost during the
measurement, however, the measurement cannot be correctly performed unless the reference value is updated. There-
fore, the pressurization is periodically performed, and the reference value is continued to be updated, whereby the
reliability of the measurement can be improved. Consequently, the monitoring section 44 may be configured so as to,
at each elapse of a predetermined time period, visibly or audibly notify the timing of pressurization through the outputting
section 14. When a medical person presses the finger 30 in accordance with the notification, it is possible to surely
perform identification of the concentrations of the in-blood substances.
[0059] In the acquisition of changes of the amounts of the received light caused by pressing of the finger 30, the
intensities of the received light at the pressing, and those after the release of the pressurization may be compared with
each other, or the intensities of the received light before the pressing, and those at the pressing may be compared with
each other.
[0060] As one of effects of the presently disclosed subject matter, the unnecessity of preparation of a special probe
in the case where the concentrations of the in-blood substances are to be identified has been described. This is not
intended to inhibit the use of additional equipment. A configuration may be employed where, as indicated by the broken
lines in Fig. 1, a cuff 50 (an example of the pressurizing section) which covers the probe 20 is attached to the finger 30
of the subject, and the controlling section 12 further includes a cuff pressure controlling section 46 (an example of the
pressurization controlling section) which controls the air pressure inside the cuff 50.
[0061] The cuff pressure controlling section 46 first pressurizes the interior of the cuff 50 so that the cuff 50 can press
the finger 30 of the subject at a predetermined pressure through the probe 20. After elapse of a predetermined time
period, the interior of the cuff 50 is depressurized. According to the configuration, the pressurization can be always
performed under constant conditions irrespective of the operator or the repeat number. Therefore, the concentrations
of in-blood substances can be identified more correctly.
[0062] As shown in Fig. 6, a pressure detecting section 60 may be disposed in the probe 20. In this case, the pressure
detecting section 60 detects the pressing of the finger 30 performed by the medical person, and supplies a signal
corresponding to the pressure to the controlling section 12. The controlling section 12 is configured so as to calculate
the concentrations of in-blood substances corresponding to the signal. According to the configuration, a control is enabled
in which a control can be performed in consideration of a difference in pressing degree due to medical persons.
[0063] The identified concentrations of the in-blood substances are not always required to be displayed on the displaying
device of the outputting section 14 in the form of numerals. In addition to or in place of this, colors or symbols indicative
of the concentrations of the in-blood substances may be displayed on the displaying device of the outputting section 14.
Alternatively, the outputting section 14 may output sounds indicative of the concentrations of the in-blood substances.
[0064] The functions of the first to third calculating sections 41, 42, 43, monitoring section 44, and cuff pressure
controlling section 46 which are described above can be realized by the operation of hardware such as circuit devices,
that of software such as programs stored in the computer-readable recording medium or in the controlling section 12
which is an example of the computer, or a combination of these operations.
[0065] According to an aspect of the presently disclosed subject matter, there is provided a biological signal measuring
apparatus as defined in claim 1.
[0066] According to an aspect of the presently disclosed subject matter, there is provided a biological signal measuring
system as defined in claim 11.
[0067] According to an aspect of the presently disclosed subject matter, there is provided a method of controlling a
biological signal measuring apparatus as defined in claim 12.
[0068] According to an aspect of the presently disclosed subject matter, there is provided a program causing a computer
to execute the method according to claim 12.
[0069] According to an aspect of the presently disclosed subject matter, there is provided a biological signal measuring
apparatus as defined in claim 11.
[0070] According to an aspect of the presently disclosed subject matter, there is provided a method of controlling a
biological signal measuring apparatus as defined in claim 12.
[0071] According to an aspect of the presently disclosed subject matter, there is provided a program causing a computer
to execute the method according to claim 12.
[0072] According to an aspect of the presently disclosed subject matter, there is provided a non-transitory computer-
readable recording medium storing a program causing a computer to execute the method according to claim 12.
[0073] When the (N - 1) kinds of blood-derived light attenuations are acquired by using the N kinds of frequencies,
only relationships between the absorption coefficients and the concentrations of the in-blood substances can be extracted,
and the concentrations can be identified. In order to obtain the determination result, the operator is requested only to



EP 2 813 180 B1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

perform a substantial work of attaching a probe for pulse oximetry in which measurement is conducted by using, for
example, four or more wavelengths, to the living issue of the subject. Although it is not required to prepare a special
probe and perform a special work, the concentrations of the in-blood substances can be rapidly identified by using a
multi-wavelength pulse oximeter.
[0074] Each of the blood-derived light attenuations is acquired based on a difference of the two light attenuations.
Two wavelengths corresponding to the two light attenuations which are used for acquiring the difference may be selected
as wavelengths in which a difference of light attenuations of non-blood tissue is smaller, from the N kinds of wavelengths.
In this case, the concentrations of the in-blood substances can be identified more correctly.
[0075] The difference may be obtained by multiplying by a coefficient corresponding to the light attenuation of non-
blood tissue in the corresponding wavelength.
[0076] When the coefficient is adequately selected, the wavelength dependency of the light attenuation of the non-
blood tissue can be eliminated, and the concentrations of the in-blood substances can be identified more correctly.
[0077] The N may be four, and the in-blood substances may be three kinds selected from oxygenated hemoglobin,
reduced hemoglobin, carbon monoxide hemoglobin, and methemoglobin. The N may be five, and the in-blood substances
may be oxygenated hemoglobin, reduced hemoglobin, carbon monoxide hemoglobin, and methemoglobin.
[0078] A monitoring section which is configured to cause the third calculating section to identify the concentrations at
a predetermined timing, may further provided.
[0079] In this case, the peripheral circulation state of the subject can be continuously monitored. This will be of as-
sistance to know the condition of, for example, a patient with carbon monoxide poisoning.
[0080] The monitoring section may notify a timing when the living tissue is to be pressed, through the outputting section.
In this case, the light attenuations are acquired based on changes of the received light intensities due to pressing of the
living tissue.
[0081] A pressure detecting section which is configured to detect a pressure applied to the living tissue, and which is
configured to output a signal corresponding to the pressure, may further provided.
[0082] In this case, a control is enabled which is performed in consideration of a difference in pressing degree due to
medical persons.
[0083] In order to correctly identify the concentrations of the in-blood substances, it is desirable to press the living
tissue each time. According to the configuration, the operator is required only to perform pressurization based on the
notification, and therefore identification of the concentrations of the in-blood substances can be surely performed.
[0084] A pressurizing section which is adapted to be attached to the subject so as to pressurize the living tissue; and
a pressurization controlling section which is configured to control the pressurizing section for causing changes of light
attenuations of the living tissue, may further provided.
[0085] In this case, the identification of the concentrations of the in-blood substances can be automatized irrespective
of the operator of a measuring apparatus or the number of repeated measurements.

Claims

1. A biological signal measuring apparatus comprising:

a signal receiving section (13) which is configured to receive N kinds of signals corresponding to light intensities
of light beams that have been passed through or reflected from a living tissue of a subject and that have N
wavelengths, where N is an integer of four or more;
a first calculating section (41) which is configured to acquire N light attenuations based on the N kinds of signals,
wherein the light attenuations are acquired based on changes of the received light intensities of a first timing
during pressurization in which a pressure is applied to the living tissue and of a second timing before the
pressurization or after release of the pressurization, wherein the pressure substantially eliminates both arterial
and venous blood from the living tissue;
a second calculating section (42) which is configured to acquire (N - 1) blood-derived light attenuations based
on two light attenuations related to (N - 1) combinations selected from the N light attenuations, wherein the
second calculating section (42) acquires each of the blood-derived light attenuations based on a difference of
the two light attenuations;
a third calculating section (43) which is configured to identify concentrations of (N - 1) in-blood substances
based on the (N - 1) blood-derived light attenuations; and
an outputting section (14) which is configured to output the identified concentrations.

2. The biological signal measuring apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the two wavelengths corresponding to the
two light attenuations which are used for acquiring the difference are selected as wavelengths in which a difference
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of light attenuations of non-blood tissue is smaller, from the N wavelengths.

3. The biological signal measuring apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the difference is obtained after mul-
tiplying by a coefficient corresponding to the light attenuation of non-blood tissue in the corresponding wavelength.

4. The biological signal measuring apparatus according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the N is four, and
the in-blood substances are three kinds selected from oxygenated hemoglobin, reduced hemoglobin, carbon mon-
oxide hemoglobin, and methemoglobin.

5. The biological signal measuring apparatus according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the N is five, and
the in-blood substances are oxygenated hemoglobin, reduced hemoglobin, carbon monoxide hemoglobin, and
methemoglobin.

6. The biological signal measuring apparatus according to any one of claims 1 to 5, further comprising a monitoring
section (44) which is configured to cause the third calculating section to identify the concentrations at a predetermined
timing.

7. The biological signal measuring apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the monitoring section (44) notifies a timing
when the living tissue is to be pressed, through the outputting section.

8. The biological signal measuring apparatus according to any one of claims 1 to 7, further comprising a pressure
detecting section (60) which is configured to detect a pressure applied to the living tissue, and which is configured
to output a signal corresponding to the pressure.

9. The biological signal measuring apparatus according to claim 7 or 8, wherein the light attenuations are acquired
based on changes of the received light intensities due to pressing of the living tissue.

10. The biological signal measuring apparatus according to any one of claims 6 to 9, further comprising:

a pressurizing section (50) which is adapted to be attached to the subject so as to pressurize the living tissue; and
a pressurization controlling section (46) which is configured to control the pressurizing section for causing
changes of light attenuations of the living tissue.

11. A biological signal measuring system comprising:

a biological signal measuring apparatus according to claim 1;
a light emitter (21) configured to emit the light beams having different N wavelengths;
a light receiver (22) configured to output the N kinds of signals respectively in accordance with received light
intensities of the N light beams that have been passed through or reflected from the living tissue of the subject.

12. A method of controlling a biological signal measuring apparatus comprising a signal receiving section which is
configured to receive N kinds of signals corresponding to light intensities of light beams that have been passed
through or reflected from a living tissue of a subject and that have N wavelengths, where N is an integer of four or
more, the method comprising:

acquiring N light attenuations based on the N kinds of signals, wherein the light attenuations are acquired based
on changes of the received light intensities of a first timing during pressurization in which a pressure is applied
to the living tissue and of a second timing before the pressurization or after release of the pressurization, wherein
the pressure substantially eliminates both arterial and venous blood from the living tissue;
acquiring (N - 1) blood-derived light attenuations based on two light attenuations related to (N - 1) combinations
selected from the N light attenuations, wherein each of the blood-derived light attenuations is acquired based
on a difference of the two light attenuations;
identifying concentrations of (N - 1) in-blood substances based on the (N - 1) blood-derived light attenuations, and
outputting the identified concentrations,
wherein each of the blood-derived light attenuations is acquired based on a difference of the two light attenu-
ations.

13. A program causing a computer to execute the method according to claim 12.
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14. A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium storing a program causing a computer to execute the method
according to claim 12.

Patentansprüche

1. Biosignal-Messvorrichtung umfassend:

einen Signalempfangsabschnitt (13), der zum Empfangen von N Arten von Signalen entsprechend Lichtstärken
von Lichtstrahlen, die ein Lebendgewebe eines Subjekts passiert haben oder von diesem reflektiert wurden
und die N Wellenlängen aufweisen, wobei N eine Ganzzahl von Vier oder größer ist, ausgebildet ist;
einen ersten Berechnungsabschnitt (41), der zum Erfassen von N Lichtschwächungen auf der Basis der N Arten
von Signalen ausgebildet ist, wobei die Lichtschwächungen auf der Basis von Änderungen der empfangenen
Lichtstärken eines ersten Zeitpunkts während einer Druckbeaufschlagung, bei der ein Druck auf das Lebend-
gewebe ausgeübt wird, und eines zweiten Zeitpunkts vor der Druckbeaufschlagung oder nach Lösen der Druck-
beaufschlagung, wobei der Druck im Wesentlichen arterielles und venöses Blut aus dem Lebendgewebe be-
seitigt, erfasst werden;
einen zweiten Berechnungsabschnitt (42), der zum Erfassen von (N-1) von Blut abgeleiteten Lichtschwächungen
auf der Basis von zwei Lichtschwächungen in Bezug auf (N-1) Kombinationen, ausgewählt aus den N Licht-
schwächungen, ausgebildet ist, wobei der zweite Berechnungsabschnitt (42) jede der von Blut abgeleiteten
Lichtschwächungen auf der Basis eines Unterschieds der zwei Lichtschwächungen erfasst;
einen dritten Berechnungsabschnitt (43), der zum Identifizieren von Konzentrationen von (N-1) Stoffen im Blut
auf der Basis der (N-1) von Blut abgeleiteten Lichtschwächungen ausgebildet ist; und
einen Ausgabeabschnitt (14), der zum Ausgeben der identifizierten Konzentrationen ausgebildet ist.

2. Biosignal-Messvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die zwei Wellenlängen entsprechend den zwei Lichtschwächun-
gen, die zum Erfassen des Unterschieds verwendet werden, als Wellenlängen, in denen ein Unterschied von Licht-
schwächungen von Nicht-Blutgewebe kleiner ist, aus den N Wellenlängen ausgewählt werden.

3. Biosignal-Messvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei der Unterschied nach dem Multiplizieren mit einem
Koeffizienten entsprechend der Lichtschwächung von Nicht-Blutgewebe in der entsprechenden Wellenlänge erhal-
ten wird.

4. Biosignal-Messvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei
N gleich Vier ist, und
die Stoffe im Blut drei Arten ausgewählt aus oxidiertes Hämoglobin, reduziertes Hämoglobin, Kohlenmonoxid-Hä-
moglobin und Methämoglobin sind.

5. Biosignal-Messvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei
N gleich Fünf ist, und
die Stoffe im Blut oxidiertes Hämoglobin, reduziertes Hämoglobin, Kohlenmonoxid-Hämoglobin und Methämoglobin
sind.

6. Biosignal-Messvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 5, ferner umfassend einen Überwachungsabschnitt
(44), der zum Veranlassen des dritten Berechnungsabschnitts zum Identifizieren der Konzentrationen zu einem
vorgegebenen Zeitpunkt ausgebildet ist.

7. Biosignal-Messvorrichtung nach Anspruch 6, wobei der Überwachungsabschnitt (44) durch den Ausgabeabschnitt
einen Zeitpunkt meldet, wenn das Lebendgewebe zu pressen ist.

8. Biosignal-Messvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 7, ferner umfassend einen Druckerfassungsabschnitt
(60), der zum Erfassen eines auf das Lebendgewebe ausgeübten Drucks ausgebildet ist und der zum Ausgeben
eines Signals entsprechend dem Druck ausgebildet ist.

9. Biosignal-Messvorrichtung nach Anspruch 7 oder 8, wobei die Lichtschwächungen auf der Basis von Änderungen
der empfangenen Lichtstärken aufgrund des Pressens des Lebendgewebes erfasst werden.

10. Biosignal-Messvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 6 bis 9, ferner umfassend:
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einen Druckbeaufschlagungsabschnitt (50), der zum Befestigen am Subjekt angepasst ist, um das Lebendge-
webe mit Druck zu beaufschlagen; und
einen Druckbeaufschlagungs-Steuerabschnitt (46), der zum Steuern des Druckbeaufschlagungsabschnitts zum
Bewirken von Änderungen von Lichtschwächungen des Lebendgewebes ausgebildet ist.

11. Biosignal-Messsystem umfassend:

eine Biosignal-Messvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1;
einen zum Ausstrahlen der Lichtstrahlen mit verschiedenen N Wellenlängen ausgebildeten Lichtsender (21);
einen zum Ausgeben der N Arten von Signalen jeweils entsprechend empfangenen Lichtstärken der N Licht-
strahlen, die das Lebendgewebe des Subjekts passiert haben oder von diesem reflektiert wurden, ausgebildeten
Lichtempfänger (22).

12. Verfahren zum Steuern einer Biosignal-Messvorrichtung umfassend einen Signalempfangsabschnitt, der zum Emp-
fangen von N Arten von Signalen entsprechend Lichtstärken von Lichtstrahlen, die ein Lebendgewebe eines Subjekts
passiert haben oder von diesem reflektiert wurden und die N Wellenlängen aufweisen, wobei N eine Ganzzahl von
Vier oder größer ist, ausgebildet ist, wobei das Verfahren umfasst:

Erfassen von N Lichtschwächungen auf der Basis der N Arten von Signalen, wobei die Lichtschwächungen auf
der Basis von Änderungen der empfangenen Lichtstärken eines ersten Zeitpunkts während einer Druckbeauf-
schlagung, bei der ein Druck auf das Lebendgewebe ausgeübt wird, und eines zweiten Zeitpunkts vor der
Druckbeaufschlagung oder nach Lösen der Druckbeaufschlagung, wobei der Druck im Wesentlichen arterielles
und venöses Blut aus dem Lebendgewebe beseitigt, erfasst werden;
Erfassen von (N-1) von Blut abgeleiteten Lichtschwächungen auf der Basis von zwei Lichtschwächungen in
Bezug auf (N-1) Kombinationen, ausgewählt aus den N Lichtschwächungen, wobei jede der von Blut abgeleiteten
Lichtschwächungen auf der Basis eines Unterschieds der zwei Lichtschwächungen erfasst wird;
Identifizieren von Konzentrationen von (N-1) Stoffen im Blut auf der Basis der (N-1) von Blut abgeleiteten
Lichtschwächungen, und
Ausgeben der identifizierten Konzentrationen,
wobei jede der von Blut abgeleiteten Lichtschwächungen auf der Basis eines Unterschieds der zwei Lichtschwä-
chungen erfasst wird.

13. Einen Computer zum Ausführen des Verfahrens nach Anspruch 12 veranlassendes Programm.

14. Ein Programm zum Veranlassen eines Computers zum Ausführen des Verfahrens nach Anspruch 12 speicherndes
nichtflüchtiges computerlesbares Speichermedium.

Revendications

1. Appareil de mesure de signaux biologiques comprenant :

une section de réception de signaux (13) qui est configurée pour recevoir N types de signaux correspondant à
des intensités lumineuses de faisceaux de lumière qui ont été amenés à traverser le tissu vivant d’un sujet ou
ont été réfléchis par celui-ci et qui présentent N longueurs d’onde, N étant un nombre entier valant quatre ou plus,
une première section de calcul (41) qui est configurée pour acquérir N atténuations de lumière sur la base des
N types de signaux, les atténuations de lumière étant acquises sur la base de modifications des intensités
lumineuses reçues d’un premier séquencement pendant une pressurisation dans laquelle une pression est
appliquée sur le tissu vivant et d’un second séquencement avant la pressurisation ou après le relâchement de
la pressurisation, la pression éliminant pratiquement à la fois le sang artériel et veineux du tissu vivant,
une deuxième section de calcul (42) qui est configurée pour acquérir (N - 1) atténuations de lumière dérivées
du sang sur la base de deux atténuations de lumière se rapportant à (N - 1) combinaisons sélectionnées à partir
des N atténuations de lumière, la deuxième section de calcul (42) acquérant chacune des atténuations de
lumière dérivées du sang sur la base de la différence des deux atténuations de lumière,
une troisième section de calcul (43) qui est configurée pour identifier les concentrations de (N - 1) substances
dans le sang sur la base des (N - 1) atténuations de lumière dérivées du sang, et
une section de sortie (14) qui est configurée pour délivrer en sortie les concentrations identifiées.
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2. Appareil de mesure de signaux biologiques selon la revendication 1, dans lequel les deux longueurs d’onde cor-
respondant aux deux atténuations de lumière qui sont utilisées pour acquérir la différence sont sélectionnées à
partir des N longueurs d’onde comme étant des longueurs d’onde dans lesquelles la différence d’atténuations de
lumière d’un tissu non vascularisé est plus petite.

3. Appareil de mesure de signaux biologiques selon la revendication 1 ou la revendication 2, dans lequel la différence
est obtenue après une multiplication par un coefficient correspondant à l’atténuation de lumière de tissu non vas-
cularisé dans la longueur d’onde correspondante.

4. Appareil de mesure de signaux biologiques selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel :

le nombre N vaut quatre, et
les substances dans le sang sont de trois types sélectionnés à partir de l’hémoglobine oxygénée, de l’hémo-
globine réduite, de l’hémoglobine à monoxyde de carbone et de la méthémoglobine.

5. Appareil de mesure de signaux biologiques selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel :

le nombre N vaut cinq, et
les substances dans le sang sont de l’hémoglobine, de l’hémoglobine réduite, de l’hémoglobine à monoxyde
de carbone et de la méthémoglobine.

6. Appareil de mesure de signaux biologiques selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 5, comprenant en outre
une section de surveillance (44) qui est configurée pour amener la troisième section de calcul à identifier les con-
centrations à un cadencement prédéterminé.

7. Appareil de mesure de signaux biologiques selon la revendication 6, dans lequel la section de surveillance (44)
spécifie par l’intermédiaire de la section de sortie un cadencement lorsque le tissu vivant doit être comprimé.

8. Appareil de mesure de signaux biologiques selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 7, comprenant en outre
une section de détection de pression (60) qui est configurée pour détecter la pression appliquée au tissu vivant, et
qui est configurée pour délivrer en sortie un signal correspondant à la pression.

9. Appareil de mesure de signaux biologiques selon la revendication 7 ou la revendication 8, dans lequel les atténuations
de lumière sont acquises sur la base de modifications des intensités lumineuses reçues en raison de la compression
du tissu vivant.

10. Appareil de mesure de signaux biologiques selon l’une quelconque des revendications 6 à 9, comprenant en outre :

une section de pressurisation (50) qui est conçue pour être fixée au sujet de sorte à pressuriser le tissu vivant, et
une section de commande de pressurisation (46) qui est configurée pour piloter la section de pressurisation
afin qu’elle provoque des modifications d’atténuations de lumière du tissu vivant.

11. Système de mesure de signaux biologiques comprenant :

un appareil de mesure de signaux biologiques conforme à la revendication 1,
un émetteur de lumière (21) configuré pour émettre des faisceaux de lumière présentant N longueurs d’onde
différentes,
un récepteur de lumière (22) configuré pour délivrer respectivement en sortie les N types de signaux en fonction
des intensités lumineuses reçues des N faisceaux de lumière qui ont été amenés à traverser le tissu vivant du
sujet ou ont été réfléchis par celui-ci.

12. Procédé de commande d’un appareil de mesure de signaux biologiques comprenant une section de réception de
signaux qui est configurée pour recevoir N types de signaux correspondant à des intensités lumineuses de faisceaux
de lumière qui ont été amenés à traverser le tissu vivant d’un sujet ou ont été réfléchis par celui-ci et qui présentent
N longueurs d’onde, N étant un nombre entier valant quatre ou plus, le procédé comprenant :

l’acquisition de N atténuations de lumière sur la base des N types de signaux, les atténuations de lumière étant
acquises sur la base de modifications des intensités lumineuses reçues d’un premier séquencement pendant
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une pressurisation dans laquelle une pression est appliquée sur le tissu vivant et d’un second séquencement
avant la pressurisation ou après le relâchement de la pressurisation, la pression éliminant pratiquement à la
fois le sang artériel et veineux du tissu vivant,
l’acquisition de (N - 1) atténuations de lumière dérivées du sang sur la base de deux atténuations de lumière
se rapportant à (N - 1) combinaisons sélectionnées à partir des N atténuations de lumière, chacune des atté-
nuations de lumière dérivées du sang étant acquise sur la base de la différence des deux atténuations de lumière,
l’identification des concentrations de (N - 1) substances dans le sang sur la base des (N - 1) atténuations de
lumière dérivées du sang, et
la délivrance en sortie les concentrations identifiées,
dans lequel chacune des atténuations de lumière dérivées du sang est acquise sur la base de la différence de
deux atténuations de lumière.

13. Programme amenant un ordinateur à exécuter le procédé conforme à la revendication 12.

14. Support d’enregistrement non transitoire pouvant être lu par ordinateur stockant un programme amenant un ordi-
nateur à exécuter le procédé conforme à la revendication 12.
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