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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a rapid ex-
change guide unit according to the preamble of the in-
dependent claim.
[0002] Generally, a so called rapid exchange catheter
includes features that allows for easy exchange of the
guide unit without the removal of the guide wire.
[0003] This invention relates to a rapid exchange guide
unit with multiple utilities for use inside mammalian tubu-
lar vessels or structures, and more particularly allows the
guide unit to be removed from around a guide wire by
using a slot or channel to hold the guide wire.

Background of the invention

[0004] During catheter-based procedures, the physi-
cian often visualizes the area being treated under fluor-
oscopy and visualizes the catheter and/or treatment area
using radio-opaque materials. Contrast dyes are used to
visualize the treated area by injecting a contrast dye
through the catheter while the fluoroscope is being op-
erated. The physician can then see the vessel in which
the catheter is positioned, as well as any lesion past
which the contrast dye flows.
[0005] In the procedure, the physician may use a guid-
ing device, such as a guide wire, to controllably reach
the lesion or area to be treated. Once the guide wire is
in position, the physician may need to pass one or more
catheters, tubular devices, and/or medical devices along
the guide wire to the lesion or treatment area. The phy-
sician may pull the catheter or tubular device back along
the guide wire and finally off of the guide wire. A difficulty
of this, however, is that the guide wire must be very long
(i.e. longer than the catheter) in order to pull the catheter
off the guide wire without needing to first also pull the
guide wire out of the patient. A known solution to this
problem is the use of a rapid exchange configuration in
which the distal end of the catheter has a pair of openings
into a lumen and through which the guide wire may be
passed by inserting the proximal end of the guide wire
through the distal most opening and then passing the
proximal end of the guide wire out of the proximal opening
of the lumen. For example, such a configuration is de-
scribed in US5451233 and US5046497. Also
WO/2003/039626 relates to a rapid exchange catheter
with stent deployment, therapeutic infusion, and lesion
sampling features.
[0006] One common application of rapid exchange and
marker catheters is during coronary angioplasty, which
refers to the use of an inflatable balloon to increase the
blood flow through a stenosis (i.e. a partially blocked sec-
tion of a blood vessel feeding the heart). A typical coro-
nary angioplasty consists of three steps. First, a physi-
cian inserts a guiding catheter into a patient’s blood ves-
sel, typically through the femoral artery at the top of the

patient’s leg. The guiding catheter is advanced toward
the heart through the patient’s blood vessel, stopping
short of the coronary arteries, and is then fixed in place.
Next, the physician inserts a guide wire into the guiding
catheter until the distal end of the guide wire exits the
guiding catheter and enters the coronary artery. The phy-
sician then positions the guide wire across the stenosis
to be treated in the coronary artery, and the guide wire
is fixed in place.
[0007] Finally, the physician advances a balloon cath-
eter along the guide wire until the balloon exits the guiding
catheter and is positioned across the stenosis. The phy-
sician then inflates the balloon to treat the stenosis, de-
flates the balloon, and removes the balloon catheter with-
out disturbing the placement of either the guide wire or
the guiding catheter.
[0008] Physicians frequently need to exchange bal-
loon catheters during a single coronary angioplasty pro-
cedure. For example, if a stenosis blocks most of the
blood flow through a vessel, the physician may first need
to use a small balloon to increase the size of the opening
through the stenosis, and then use a larger balloon to
further increase the opening. Another example of a cath-
eter exchange is when a physician uses a first balloon
catheter to open a lumen and a second catheter to deploy
a stent.
[0009] Catheters are used in a variety of minimally in-
vasive medical procedures. A major portion of the cath-
eter field involves catheters that track over a guide wire,
such as angioplasty catheters that are used to advance
an inflatable member over a guide wire to a desired vas-
cular location. One advancement in this field has been
the use of rapid exchange catheters in place of standard
over-the-wire catheters.
[0010] A standard over-the-wire catheter typically
tracks over a guide wire over its entire length such that,
in order to maintain a distal guide wire location while ex-
changing the catheter, a guide wire extension or very
long guide wire is used. To exchange the standard over-
the-wire catheter, the guide wire is held in place while
the catheter is withdrawn. The proximal end of the guide
wire is held until the distal end of the catheter exits the
patient’s body, while the distal end of the guide wire re-
mains in the desired location, meaning that the guide
wire, during exchange, must be twice as long as the cath-
eter.
[0011] A rapid exchange catheter tracks over the guide
wire for only a short distal portion of the catheter. Exam-
ples of rapid exchange catheters, their use, and methods
for making such catheters are illustrated by US-
6,409,863. The catheter shown by the US-patent in-
cludes an outer member and a distally located inner
member, with a balloon proximal end attached to the dis-
tal end of the outer member and a balloon distal end
attached to the distal inner member. A proximal guide
wire port is located distal of the proximal end of the cath-
eter, with the distal inner member opening at its proximal
end to the proximal guide wire port, and extending to the

1 2 



EP 3 020 441 B1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

distal end of the catheter.
[0012] According to the general procedure when de-
termining vessel constrictions first a conventional guide
wire is inserted and guided into e.g. a coronary vessel to
be investigated. Then a catheter, preferably a so called
rapid exchange catheter, is threaded over the guide wire
and inserted and guided by the guide wire into the meas-
urement site in the coronary vessel. Contrast fluid is then
inserted, via the catheter, into the measurement site in
the vessel. By viewing the site using angiography, the
physician visually determines the significance of the con-
striction, and whether e.g. a stent placement or ballon
expansion needs to be performed.
[0013] An alternative to using visual determination of
the significance of a constriction is using measurement
of fractional flow reserve (FFR). FFR is defined as the
ratio of distal (to stenosis) pressure (Pd) to aortic pres-
sure (Pa) during hyperemia. US-6,565,514, assigned to
the same assignee as the present application, discloses
a method and system for determining physiological var-
iables such as arterial blood pressure. For determining
the so called Myocordial Fractional Flow Reserve,
FFRmyo, two pressures must be measured, namely the
arterial pressure before a stenosis, and the pressure dis-
tally of the stensosis. FFRmyo is defined as maximum
myocordial flow in the presence of a stenosis in the sup-
plying epicardial coronary artery, divided by normal max-
imum flow. FFRmyo is calculated by means of the formula: 

wherein

• Pd =arterial pressure at maximum hyperemia;
• Pa =distal coronary pressure at maximum hypere-

mia;
• Pv =central venous pressure at maximum hypere-

mia.

[0014] It is a lesion-specific index of the functional se-
verity of the stenosis and can be obtained by intracoro-
nary pressure measurement by a guide wire-mounted
pressure sensor. During PTCA, balloon angioplasty or
Percutaneaus Transluminal Coronary Angioplasty, the
separate contributions of coronary and collateral blood
flow to maximum myocardial perfusion can be obtained.
[0015] Thus, an object of the device of US-6,565,514,
is to provide improved systems for monitoring physiolog-
ical variables, in particular for pressure measurements
in the coronary vessels, and especially for the reliable
determination of Fractional Flow Reserve, FFRmyo.
[0016] Thus, if a constriction should be further investi-
gated it is sometimes necessary to measure the pressure
and flow in the vessel. The Fractional Flow Reserve
(FFR) value may then be determined which gives a clear
indication of the constriction, and in order to calculate the

FFR the pressure values distally and proximally the con-
striction are required.
[0017] In the procedure used today, the guide wire is
then either replaced by a guide wire provided with a pres-
sure sensor at the distal end and the pressure measure-
ments are then performed, or a guide wire provided with
a pressure sensor at its distal end is inserted via another
lumen of the catheter into the site of interest. This is often
regarded as a rather lengthy and complicated procedure
and the object of the present invention is to improve the
procedure and the devices used today.
[0018] More generally, the object of the present inven-
tion is to provide an improved rapid exhange procedure
which also facilitates measurements of physiological var-
iables and other variables inside the vessel.

Summary of the invention

[0019] The above-mentioned object is achieved by the
present invention according to the independent claim.
[0020] Preferred embodiments are set forth in the de-
pendent claims.
[0021] According to the present invention a sensor is
arranged at the distal end of the rapid exchange guide
unit. The sensor is adapted to measure a parameter in
a living body, and to generate a sensor signal in depend-
ence of the measured parameter. The sensor signal is
applied to a signal processing unit adapted to process
the sensor signal and to generate a processed sensor
signal. The guide wire member has further a longitudinal
extension of 1-5 cm, and the inner diameter of the guide
wire lumen is less than 2 mm.
[0022] According to one preferred embodiment, the
sensor is a pressure sensor, which pressure sensor com-
prises a sensor support body (a "sensor chip") provided
with a diaphragm covering a cavity formed in the support
body having a pressure sensitive element mounted on
the diaphragm, for recording pressure. The pressure sen-
sitive element is preferably a piezoresistive element. A
pressure sensor applicable in connection with the
present invention is disclosed in US-6,615,667, assigned
to the assignee in the present application. This known
sensor has an exemplary geometrical extension of 0,18
mm x 1,3 mm x 0,18 mm.
[0023] According to another embodiment of the
present invention the guide unit comprises an elongated
guide member being in the form of a catheter, essentially
being a hollow tube, and is provided with a sensor at its
distal end adapted to perform measurements. Thereby
the measurements may be performed directly and as a
consequence no additional measurement guide wire has
to be inserted. In addition the measurements are per-
formed at exactly the correct position in that no position-
ing is required as it is when inserting a dedicated guide
wire.
[0024] Furthermore, the measurements may be per-
formed essentially at the same time as the fluid contrast
is inserted and expelled from the distal opening of the
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catheter, thereby saving time.
[0025] According to the present invention an improved
rapid exchange guide unit is achieved that enables more
accurate, less expensive measurement procedures to be
performed, that in addition facilitates the physician to per-
form the angioplasty, i.e. restoration of normal blood flow,
by laser surgery or balloon expansion, at an even higher
grade of accuracy with regard to position of the constric-
tion.

Short description of the appended drawings

[0026]

Figure 1a shows a schematic side view of the rapid
exchange guide unit according to the present inven-
tion.
Figure 1b shows a schematic side view of the rapid
exchange guide unit provided with two sensors ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention.
Figure 2a shows a schematic side view of the rapid
exchange guide unit according to a first embodiment.
Figure 2b shows a schematic side view of the rapid
exchange guide unit provided with two sensors ac-
cording to a first embodiment.
Figure 3a shows a schematic side view of the rapid
exchange guide unit according to a second embod-
iment.
Figure 3b shows a schematic side view of the rapid
exchange guide unit provided with two sensors ac-
cording to a second embodiment.
Figure 4 shows a schematic block diagram illustrat-
ing the functional parts of the present invention.
Figures 5-8 show schematic side views of the cath-
eter wall illustrating different arrangements of a pres-
sure sensor in the wall.

Detailed description of preferred embodiments of the in-
vention

[0027] The present invention will now be described in
detail with references to the appended drawings. The
drawings illustrate the schematic structure of different
embodiments, and are not in a correct scale, e.g. with
regard to the size of the sensor in relation to the elongated
guide member.
[0028] Figure 1a shows a schematic side view of the
rapid exchange guide unit according to the present in-
vention. The rapid exchange guide unit comprises an
elongated support member 3 and a guide wire member
11 provided with a guide wire lumen 13 having a distal
guide wire opening 15, and a proximal guide wire opening
17, the guide wire lumen is arranged close to the distal
end of said elongated support member, and is adapted
to receive a guide wire. The distance between the prox-
imal guide wire opening 17 and the distal end of the elon-
gated support member 3 is in the range of 1-5 cm.
[0029] The rapid exchange guide unit further compris-

es at least one sensor 19 arranged close to the distal end
of the elongated support member, and being adapted to
measure a parameter in a living body, and to generate a
sensor signal in dependence of the measured parameter.
The generated sensor signal is applied to a signal
processing unit (see figure 4) adapted to process the
sensor signal and to generate a processed sensor signal.
The measured parameter may be a physiological varia-
ble, e.g. pressure, temperature, or flow, or a physical
variable, e.g. electromagnetic waves or radio waves.
Thus, according to one embodiment the sensor is used
to sense physical parameters, e.g. electromagnetic
waves or radio waves. This embodiment is applicable in
situations when the position of the sensor is to be deter-
mined. One or many radio wave signals is then generated
from outside the body and from different directions and
the position of the sensor may then be determined by
analysing reflected signals. The sensor is e.g. a frequen-
cy tuned circuit.
[0030] The elongated support member may be in the
form of a wire, or in the form of a thin metal tubing. The
support member may also be in the form of a combination
of a wire and a metal tubing. The elongated support mem-
ber, according to this embodiment, has the advantage of
having a thin structure along the major part of its length,
it is only at its distal end where the guide wire lumen is
arranged that the width is slightly increased.
[0031] The guide unit further comprises a connector
unit arranged at the proximal end of the catheter for at-
tachment to an external device. The connector unit pro-
vides for electrical connection to the signal processing
unit and to the sensor.
[0032] In an alternative embodiment the signal
processing unit is instead arranged in a proximal part of
the guide unit or at an external device to which the guide
unit is attached. According to this alternative embodiment
the raw unprocessed sensor signal is supplied by the
electrical cable(s) along the guide member to the signal
processing unit.
[0033] In one embodiment the signal processing unit
comprises a Wheatstone bridge, or any equivalent cir-
cuitry adapted to filter, amplify and process the measured
sensor signal.
[0034] According to an alternative embodiment the
processed sensor signal, or the unprocessed sensor sig-
nal, may be wirelessly transferred to an external device,
e.g. an external monitor (not shown).
[0035] According to one preferred embodiment of the
present invention, the sensor is adapted to measure
pressure. The pressure sensor then comprises a sensor
support body with a maximal geometrical extension of
1,5 mm and is provided with a diaphragm covering a cav-
ity formed in the support body having a pressure sensitive
element mounted on the diaphragm, for recording pres-
sure. According to this preferred embodiment, the pres-
sure sensitive element is a piezoresistive, piezocapaci-
tive or a piezoelectric element.
[0036] However, as an obvious constructional varia-
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tion, the sensor may instead or in combination with meas-
uring pressure, be adapted to measure one or many of
temperature, flow, and position.
[0037] In Figure 1b, another preferred embodiment of
the present invention is shown, wherein two sensors 19
are arranged at a predetermined distance D from each
other in the longitudinal direction of the elongated guide
member 3. The predetermined distance D may be such
that, when in use, the proximal sensor senses a reference
parameter in relation to the parameter sensed by the dis-
tal sensor. The predetermined distance D is approxi-
mately 5 - 20 mm. The distance D between the two sen-
sors is preferably chosen such that when one sensor is
arranged proximally a suspected stenosis, the other sen-
sor will then be arranged distally the stenosis.
[0038] In a further embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the guide unit comprises an elongated guide mem-
ber being in the form of a guide wire or catheter, provided
with a sensor comprising a magnetic detection probe, for
detecting a plurality of magnetic fields, and being part of
a medical positioning system, such as that described in
US 6,233,476 and US 2004/0097804.
[0039] With reference to figures 2a and 3a, showing
schematic side views of the rapid exchange guide unit
according to a second and a third embodiment of the
invention will now be described in detail. In the lower part
in each of the figures 2a and 3a a cross-sectional view
along A-A is shown.
[0040] In the rapid exchange guide unit 2, 2’ according
to the second and third embodiments the elongated guide
member 3 is a catheter member 4, 4’ provided with a
catheter lumen 6, 6’ having a proximal catheter opening
8, 8’ and a distal catheter opening 10, 10’, preferably
arranged to expel contrast fluid at a measurement site,
and a guide wire member 12, 12’ provided with a guide
wire lumen 14, 14’ having a distal guide wire opening 16
and a proximal guide wire opening 18, 18’. The guide
wire lumen runs essentially parallel to the catheter lumen
and is adapted to receive a guide wire.
[0041] Furthermore, the proximal guide wire opening
is arranged at a location along the catheter member dis-
tally of the proximal catheter opening of the catheter
member, and that the distal guide wire opening is ar-
ranged at a location close to the distal catheter opening.
[0042] The catheter further comprises at least one sen-
sor 20, 20’ arranged close to the distal end of the catheter.
The sensor is adapted to measure a parameter in a living
body, and to generate a sensor signal in dependence of
the measured parameter. The sensor signal is applied
to a signal processing unit (see figure 4), preferably ar-
ranged in connection with the sensor adapted to process
the sensor signal and to generate a processed sensor
signal (see figure 4). The catheter further comprises a
connector unit arranged at the proximal end of the cath-
eter for attachment to an external device. The connector
unit provides for electrical connection, and also a fluid
tight connection when e.g. a contrast fluid is to be sup-
plied to the catheter.

[0043] In an alternative embodiment the signal
processing unit is instead arranged in a proximal part of
the catheter or at an external device to which the catheter
is attached. According to this alternative embodiment the
raw unprocessed sensor signal is supplied by the elec-
trical cable(s) along the catheter to the signal processing
unit.
[0044] According to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention, the sensor is a pressure sensor. The
pressure sensor comprises a sensor support body with
a maximal geometrical extension of 1,5 mm and is pro-
vided with a diaphragm covering a cavity formed in the
support body having a pressure sensitive element mount-
ed on the diaphragm, for recording pressure. The pres-
sure sensitive element is a piezoelectric, piezoresistive
or piezocapacitive pressure element.
[0045] However, as an obvious constructional varia-
tion, the sensor may instead or in combination with meas-
uring pressure, be adapted to measure one or many of
temperature, flow, and position.
[0046] In one embodiment the signal processing unit
comprises a Wheatstone bridge, or any equivalent cir-
cuitry adapted to filter, amplify and process the measured
sensor signal.
[0047] According to an alternative embodiment the
processed sensor signal, or the unprocessed sensor sig-
nal, may be wirelessly transferred to an external device,
e.g. an external monitor (not shown).
[0048] In figures 2b and 3b further embodiments of the
present invention are shown, wherein two sensors are
arranged a predetermined distance D from each other in
the longitudinal direction of the catheter. The predeter-
mined distance D may be such that, when in use, the
proximal sensor senses a reference parameter in relation
to the parameter sensed by the distal sensor.
[0049] According to a preferred embodiment, the sen-
sors are sensitive to pressure. The predetermined dis-
tance may then be such that, when in use, the proximal
pressure sensor senses a reference pressure in relation
to the pressure sensed by the distal pressure sensor,
and the obtained pressure values may be used to deter-
mine Fractional Flow Reserve (FRR) values.
[0050] With reference to figure 2a and 2b another em-
bodiment of the present invention is illustrated where the
guide wire member 12 is arranged such the guide wire
lumen 14 runs parallel to and within the catheter lumen
6. The proximal guide wire member opening 18 is ar-
ranged as an opening in the catheter member wall.
[0051] With reference to figure 3a and 3b one embod-
iment of the present invention is illustrated where the
guide wire member 12’ is arranged such the guide wire
lumen 14’ runs parallel to and outside the catheter lumen
6’.
[0052] In the disclosed embodiments the guide wire
member 12, 12’ has an essentially tubular extension hav-
ing a circular cross-section, naturally other geometrical
shapes are possible, e.g. elliptical, elongated etc.
[0053] Furthermore, the guide wire member is here dis-
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closed as a closed tube but also a tube provided with a
longitudinal slot, e.g. at the upper part of the guide wire
member 12’ in figure 3, would be possible, through which
slot a guide wire is pressed into the guide wire lumen. In
that case the guide wire member must have a structural
shape integrity to regain its original shape but have
enough flexibility to allow the slot to be widened.
[0054] For all embodiments the guide wire member has
a longitudinal extension in the order of 1-5 cm.
[0055] Preferably, the inner diameter of the guide wire
lumen is less than the inner diameter of the catheter lu-
men. However, for the embodiment illustrated in figure
3a and 3b the diameters of the catheter lumen 6’ and
guide wire lumen 14’ may be equal or the guide wire
lumen may even have the larger diameter.
[0056] The inner diameter of the guide wire lumen is
less than 3 mm, preferably less than 2 mm.
[0057] Preferably, the proximal catheter opening 8 is
provided with a contrast fluid connection port that in turn
is connectable, by use of the connector unit, to an exter-
nal device (not shown in the figures) adapted to apply
contrast fluid to the catheter.
[0058] Figures 5-8 show schematic side views of the
catheter wall illustrating different arrangements of the
pressure sensor in the catheter wall of the catheter mem-
ber or guide wire member. These different arrangements
are applicable to any of the above described embodi-
ments illustrated in figures 1-3.
[0059] According to one embodiment the at least one
pressure sensor is arranged at an outer surface of the
catheter member or guide wire member, this is illustrated
by figure 5.
[0060] According to another embodiment the at least
one pressure sensor is arranged in a recess in the outer
surface of the catheter member or guide wire member,
this is illustrated by figure 6.
[0061] According to another embodiment the at least
one pressure sensor is arranged at an inner surface of
the catheter member or guide wire member, this is illus-
trated by figure 7. In figure 7 the sensitive part of the
sensor is facing the arrow indicating pressure to be
sensed. It is also possible to turn around the sensor such
that the sensitive part instead faces the inner of the cath-
eter member or guide wire member.
[0062] According to another embodiment the at least
one pressure sensor is arranged in a catheter member
wall or guide wire member, this is illustrated by figure 8.
In this embodiment the catheter wall preferably is lami-
nated whereas a recess is arranged in one of the layers
adapted to receive the pressure sensor.
[0063] As illustrated in figures 5-8 the catheter further
comprises one or many electrical cables connected to
the at least one pressure sensor and said signal process-
ing unit and running along the catheter, the cables being
embedded in the catheter wall and connected to a con-
nector unit arranged at the proximal end of the catheter.
[0064] The arrangements shown in figures 5-8 are also
applicable to other types of sensor, such as sensors

adapted to measure one or many of temperature, flow,
and position.
[0065] In a further embodiment, not illustrated in the
figures, the guide wire or catheter of the present invention
comprises three sensors, each sensor measuring one or
many of temperature, flow, and position. In one such em-
bodiment, two sensors may determine pressure, while
the third determines position.
[0066] A rapid exchange guide unit may comprise an
elongated support member (3,4,4’) and a guide wire
member (11,12,12’) provided with a guide wire lumen
(13,14,14’) having a distal guide wire opening (15,16,16’)
and a proximal guide wire opening (17,18,18’), wherein
the guide wire lumen is arranged close to the distal end
of said elongated support member, and is adapted to
receive a guide wire, said guide wire member having a
longitudinal extension of 1-5 cm. The inner diameter of
the guide wire lumen is less than 2 mm, wherein that the
rapid exchange guide unit further comprises at least one
sensor (19,20,20’) arranged close to the distal end of the
elongated support member, and is adapted to measure
a parameter in a living body, and to generate a sensor
signal in dependence of the measured parameter, where-
in said sensor signal is applied to a signal processing
unit adapted to process the sensor signal and to generate
a processed sensor signal.
[0067] A rapid exchange guide unit may comprise a
sensor (19, 20, 20’) being a pressure sensor (19, 20, 20’),
which comprises a sensor support body with a maximal
geometrical extension of 1,5 mm provided with a dia-
phragm covering a cavity formed in the support body hav-
ing a pressure sensitive element mounted on the dia-
phragm, for recording pressure, said pressure sensitive
element being a piezoresistive, piezocapacitive or a pi-
ezoelectric element, wherein said pressure signal is ap-
plied to said signal processing unit adapted to process
the pressure signal and to generate a processed pres-
sure signal.
[0068] A rapid exchange guide may comprise an elon-
gated support member (3) being in the form of a wire.
[0069] A rapid exchange guide unit may comprise an
elongated support member (3) being in the form of a thin
metal tubing.
[0070] A rapid exchange guide may comprise an elon-
gated support member (3) being in the form of a combi-
nation of a wire and a metal tubing.
[0071] A rapid exchange guide may comprise an elon-
gated support member being a catheter member (4, 4’)
provided with a catheter lumen (6, 6’) having a proximal
catheter opening (8, 8’) and a distal catheter opening (10,
10’), wherein the guide wire lumen runs essentially par-
allel to the catheter lumen, and wherein the proximal
guide wire opening is arranged at a location along the
catheter member distally of the proximal catheter open-
ing of the catheter member, and wherein the distal guide
wire opening is arranged at a location close to the distal
catheter opening. In such a rapid exchange guide unit
the sensor may be arranged at an outer surface of the
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catheter member, or in a recess in the outer surface of
the catheter member, or at an inner surface of the cath-
eter member, or in a catheter member wall. As an alter-
native, the sensor may be arranged at an outer surface
of the guide wire member, or in a recess in an outer sur-
face of the guide wire member, or at an inner surface of
the guide wire member, or in a guide wire member wall.
[0072] A rapid exchange guide unit may comprise two
sensors being arranged a predetermined distance from
each other in the longitudinal direction of the guide unit.
In such a rapid exchange guide unit said predetermined
distance may be such that, when in use, the proximal
sensor senses a reference parameter in relation to the
parameter sensed by the distal sensor. Further, in such
a rapid exchange guide unit, said sensors may be pres-
sure sensors, each sensing a pressure value, and that
said obtained pressure values are used to determine
Fractional Flow Reserve (FRR) values.
[0073] A rapid exchange guide unit may comprise elec-
trical cables connected to said at least one sensor and
said signal processing unit and running along the unit
and connected to a connector unit arranged at the prox-
imal end of the guide unit.
[0074] A rapid exchange guide comprising a catheter
lumen may be arranged such the guide wire lumen runs
parallel to and outside said catheter lumen.
[0075] A rapid exchange guide unit comprising a cath-
eter lumen may be arranged such the guide wire lumen
runs parallel to and within said catheter lumen. In such
a rapid exchange guide unit, the proximal guide wire
member opening may be arranged as an opening in the
catheter member wall.
[0076] In a rapid exchange guide unit comprising a
catheter lumen, the inner diameter of the guide wire lu-
men may be less than the inner diameter of the catheter
lumen.
[0077] In a rapid exchange guide unit, the inner diam-
eter of the guide wire lumen may be less than 1 mm.
[0078] In a rapid exchange guide unit the processed
sensor signal may be wirelessly transferred to an external
monitor.
[0079] In any rapid exchange guide unit described
above, the measured parameter may be a physiological
variable or other physical variable. In such a rapid ex-
change guide unit, the sensor may be adapted to meas-
ure one or many of temperature, flow, and position.
[0080] The present invention is not limited to the
above-described preferred embodiments. Various alter-
natives, modifications and equivalents may be used.
Therefore, the above embodiments should not be taken
as limiting the scope of the invention, which is defined
by the appending claims.

Claims

1. A rapid exchange guide unit comprising:

an elongated support member (3,4’);
a single guide wire member (11, 12’) having a
guide wire lumen (13, 14’) with a distal guide
wire opening (15, 16’) and a proximal guide wire
opening (17, 18’), the guide wire member being
located near a distal end of the elongated sup-
port member (3,4’) and being adapted to receive
a guide wire, and an inner diameter of the guide
wire lumen being less than 3 mm;
a single sensor (19, 20’), the sensor being lo-
cated near a distal end of the elongated support
member, the sensor (19, 20’) being adapted to
measure a parameter in a living body, and to
generate a sensor signal based on the meas-
ured parameter such that the sensor signal may
be applied to a signal processing unit adapted
to process the sensor signal and to generate a
processed sensor signal,
characterized in that
a wall of the elongated support member (3, 4’)
is laminated so as to comprise an inner layer
and an outer layer,
the sensor (19, 20’) is arranged between the in-
ner layer and the outer layer, and
the rapid exchange guide unit further comprises
a signal transmitting line running longitudinally
along the elongated support member (3, 4’) from
the sensor towards a proximal end of the rapid
exchange guide unit, the signal transmitting line
being located above an outer surface of the inner
layer of the elongated support member (3,4’),
and below an outer surface of the outer layer of
the elongated support member (3,4’)

2. The rapid exchange guide unit according to claim 1,
wherein the sensor (19, 20’) is a pressure sensor
(19, 20’).

3. The rapid exchange guide unit according to claim 2,

wherein the pressure sensor (19, 20’) comprises
a sensor support body with a maximum length
of 1.5 mm, a diaphragm covering a cavity formed
in the support body, and a pressure sensitive
element mounted on the diaphragm, said pres-
sure sensitive element being a piezoresistive,
piezocapacitive or piezoelectric element, and
wherein the pressure sensor (19, 20’) is adapted
to measure pressure, and to generate a pres-
sure signal based on the measured pressure
such that the pressure signal may be applied to
a signal processing unit adapted to process the
pressure signal and to generate a processed
pressure signal.

4. The rapid exchange guide unit according to any of
claims 1-3, wherein the elongated support member
(3) is in the form of a wire.
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5. The rapid exchange guide unit according to any of
claims 1-3, wherein the elongated support member
(3) is in the form of a thin metal tubing.

6. The rapid exchange guide unit according to any of
claims 1-3, wherein said elongated support member
(3) is in the form of a combination of a wire and a
metal tubing.

7. The rapid exchange guide unit according to any of
claims 1-6,

wherein the elongated support member is a
catheter member (4’) having a catheter lumen
(6’) with a proximal catheter opening (8’) and a
distal catheter opening (10’),
wherein the guide wire lumen runs essentially
parallel to the catheter lumen,
wherein the proximal guide wire opening is at a
location along the catheter member distally of
the proximal catheter opening of the catheter
member, and the distal guide wire opening is at
a location near the distal catheter opening.

8. The rapid exchange guide unit according to claim 7,
wherein the guide wire lumen runs parallel to and
outside the catheter lumen.

9. The rapid exchange guide unit according to claim 7,
wherein the guide wire lumen runs parallel to and
within the catheter lumen.

10. The rapid exchange guide unit according to any of
claims 7-9, wherein the inner diameter of the guide
wire lumen is less than an inner diameter of the cath-
eter lumen.

Patentansprüche

1. Schnellwechsel-Führungseinheit, umfassend:

ein längliches Stützelement (3, 4’);
ein einzelnes Führungsdrahtelement (11, 12’),
das ein Führungsdrahtlumen (13, 14’) mit einer
distalen Führungsdrahtöffnung (15, 16’) und ei-
ner proximalen Führungsdrahtöffnung (17, 18’)
aufweist, wobei das Führungsdrahtelement na-
he bei einem distalen Ende des länglichen Stüt-
zelements (3, 4’) angeordnet ist und geeignet
ist, einen Führungsdraht aufzunehmen, und wo-
bei ein Innendurchmesser des Führungsdraht-
lumens kleiner als 3 mm ist;
einen einzelnen Sensor (19, 20’), wobei der
Sensor nahe bei einem distalen Ende des läng-
lichen Stützelements angeordnet ist, wobei der
Sensor (19, 20’) geeignet ist, einen Parameter
in einem lebenden Körper zu messen, und ein

Sensorsignal auf der Basis des gemessenen
Parameters zu erzeugen, so dass das Sensor-
signal an eine Signalverarbeitungseinheit ange-
legt werden kann, die geeignet ist, das Sensor-
signal zu verarbeiten und ein verarbeitetes Sen-
sorsignal zu erzeugen,
dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass eine Wand des länglichen Stützelements
(3, 4’) derart laminiert ist, dass sie eine Innen-
schicht und eine Außenschicht umfasst,
der Sensor (19, 20’) zwischen der Innenschicht
und der Außenschicht eingerichtet ist, und
die Schnellwechsel-Führungseinheit ferner eine
Signalübertragungsleitung umfasst, die in
Längsrichtung entlang des länglichen Stützele-
ments (3, 4’) von dem Sensor zu einem proxi-
malen Ende der Schnellwechsel-Führungsein-
heit verläuft, wobei die Signalübertragungslei-
tung über einer Außenfläche der Innenschicht
des länglichen Stützelements (3, 4’) und unter
einer Außenfläche der Außenschicht des läng-
lichen Stützelements (3, 4’) angeordnet ist.

2. Schnellwechsel-Führungseinheit nach Anspruch 1,
wobei der Sensor (19, 20’) ein Drucksensor (19, 20’)
ist.

3. Schnellwechsel-Führungseinheit nach Anspruch 2,
wobei der Drucksensor (19, 20’) einen Sensorstütz-
körper mit einer maximalen Länge von 1,5 mm, ein
Diaphragma, das einen im dem Stützkörper gebil-
deten Hohlraum abdeckt, und ein druckempfindli-
ches Element, das auf dem Diaphragma montiert ist,
umfasst, wobei das druckempfindliche Element ein
piezoresistives, piezokapazitives oder piezoelektri-
sches Element ist, und
wobei der Drucksensor (19, 20’) geeignet ist, einen
Druck zu messen, und ein Drucksignal auf der Basis
des gemessenen Drucks zu erzeugen, so dass das
Drucksignal an eine Signalverarbeitungseinheit an-
gelegt werden kann, die geeignet ist, das Drucksig-
nal zu verarbeiten und ein verarbeitetes Drucksignal
zu erzeugen.

4. Schnellwechsel-Führungseinheit nach einem der
Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei das längliche Stützelement
(3) in der Form eines Drahts ist.

5. Schnellwechsel-Führungseinheit nach einem der
Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei das längliche Stützelement
(3) in der Form eines dünnen Metallrohrs ist.

6. Schnellwechsel-Führungseinheit nach einem der
Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei das längliche Stützelement
(3) in der Form einer Kombination eines Drahts und
eines Metallrohrs ist.

7. Schnellwechsel-Führungseinheit nach einem der
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Ansprüche 1 bis 6,
wobei das längliche Stützelement ein Katheterele-
ment (4’) mit einem Katheterlumen (6’) mit einer pro-
ximalen Katheteröffnung (8’) und einer distalen Ka-
theteröffnung (10’) ist,
wobei das Führungsdrahtlumen im Wesentlichen
parallel zu dem Katheterlumen verläuft,
wobei die proximale Führungsdrahtöffnung an ei-
nem Ort entlang des Katheterelements distal von der
proximalen Katheteröffnung des Katheterelements
ist, und die distale Führungsdrahtöffnung an einem
Ort nahe bei der distalen Katheteröffnung ist.

8. Schnellwechsel-Führungseinheit nach Anspruch 7,
wobei das Führungsdrahtlumen parallel zu und au-
ßerhalb des Katheterlumens verläuft.

9. Schnellwechsel-Führungseinheit nach Anspruch 7,
wobei das Führungsdrahtlumen parallel zu und in-
nerhalb des Katheterlumens verläuft.

10. Schnellwechsel-Führungseinheit nach einem der
Ansprüche 7 bis 9, wobei der Innendurchmesser des
Führungsdrahtlumens kleiner ist als ein Innendurch-
messer des Katheterlumens.

Revendications

1. Unité de guidage à échange rapide comprenant :

un élément de support allongé (3, 4’) ;
un élément formant fil de guidage unique (11,
12’) ayant une lumière de fil de guidage (13, 14’)
ayant une ouverture de fil de guidage distale (15,
16’) et une ouverture de fil de guidage proximale
(17, 18’), l’élément formant fil de guidage étant
situé près d’une extrémité distale de l’élément
de support allongé (3, 4’) et étant conçu pour
recevoir un fil de guidage, et un diamètre inté-
rieur de la lumière de fil de guidage étant infé-
rieur à 3 mm ;
un capteur unique (19, 20’), le capteur étant si-
tué près d’une extrémité distale de l’élément de
support allongé, le capteur (19, 20’) étant conçu
pour mesurer un paramètre dans un corps vi-
vant, et pour produire un signal de capteur sur
la base du paramètre mesuré de sorte que le
signal de capteur peut être appliqué à une unité
de traitement de signal conçue pour traiter le
signal de capteur et pour produire un signal de
capteur traité,
caractérisée en ce que
une paroi de l’élément de support allongé (3, 4’)
est stratifiée de façon à comprendre une couche
intérieure et une couche extérieure,
le capteur (19, 20’) est agencé entre la couche
intérieure et la couche extérieure, et

l’unité de guidage à échange rapide comprend
en outre une ligne d’émission de signal courant
longitudinalement le long de l’élément de sup-
port allongé (3, 4’) depuis le capteur vers une
extrémité proximale de l’unité de guidage à
échange rapide, la ligne d’émission de signal
étant située au-dessus d’une surface extérieure
de la couche intérieure de l’élément de support
allongé (3, 4’) et au-dessous d’une surface ex-
térieure de la couche extérieure de l’élément de
support allongé (3, 4’).

2. Unité de guidage à échange rapide selon la reven-
dication 1, dans laquelle le capteur (19, 20’) est un
capteur de pression (19, 20’).

3. Unité de guidage à échange rapide selon la reven-
dication 2,
dans laquelle le capteur de pression (19, 20’) com-
prend un corps de support de capteur ayant une lon-
gueur maximale de 1,5 mm, un diaphragme couvrant
une cavité formée dans le corps de support, et un
élément sensible à la pression monté sur le
diaphragme, ledit élément sensible à la pression
étant un élément piézorésistif, piézocapacitif ou pié-
zoélectrique, et
dans laquelle le capteur de pression (19, 20’) est
conçu pour mesurer la pression, et pour produire un
signal de pression sur la base de la pression mesu-
rée de sorte que le signal de pression peut être ap-
pliqué à une unité de traitement de signal conçue
pour traiter le signal de pression et pour produire un
signal de pression traité.

4. Unité de guidage à échange rapide selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel l’élé-
ment de support allongé (3) est sous la forme d’un fil.

5. Unité de guidage à échange rapide selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications 1 à 3, dans laquelle l’élé-
ment de support allongé (3) est sous la forme d’une
mince tubulure de métal.

6. Unité de guidage à échange rapide selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications 1 à 3, dans laquelle ledit
élément de support allongé (3) est sous la forme
d’une combinaison d’un fil et d’une tubulure de métal.

7. Unité de guidage à échange rapide selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications 1 à 6,
dans laquelle l’élément de support allongé est un
élément formant cathéter (4’) ayant une lumière de
cathéter (6’) ayant une ouverture de cathéter proxi-
male (8’) et une ouverture de cathéter distale (10’),
dans laquelle la lumière de fil de guidage court sen-
siblement parallèlement à la lumière de cathéter,
dans laquelle l’ouverture de fil de guidage proximale
est à un certain emplacement le long de l’élément
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formant cathéter de façon distale par rapport à
l’ouverture de cathéter proximale de l’élément for-
mant cathéter, et l’ouverture de fil de guidage distale
est à un certain emplacement près de l’ouverture de
cathéter distale.

8. Unité de guidage à échange rapide selon la reven-
dication 7, dans laquelle la lumière de fil de guidage
court parallèlement à et à l’extérieur de la lumière
de cathéter.

9. Unité de guidage à échange rapide selon la reven-
dication 7, dans laquelle la lumière de fil de guidage
court parallèlement à et à l’intérieur de la lumière de
cathéter.

10. Unité de guidage à échange rapide selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications 7 à 9, dans laquelle le
diamètre intérieur de la lumière de fil de guidage est
inférieur à un diamètre intérieur de la lumière de ca-
théter.
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