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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an object infor-
mation acquiring apparatus.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] As one of methods of calculating an optical
property value such as an absorption coefficient in a living
organism, there is photoacoustic tomography (hereinaf-
ter, PAT) that makes use of a characteristic of an ultra-
sound wave that scatters less in the living organism than
light (Non Patent Literature 1: M. Xu, L. Wang "Photoa-
coustic imaging in biomedicine", Review of scientific in-
struments, 77, 041101(2006)). When pulsed light gener-
ated from a light source is irradiated on the living organ-
ism, the light propagates while diffusing in the living or-
ganism. A light absorber included in the living organism
absorbs the propagated light and generates an acoustic
wave (typically, an ultrasound wave). By receiving the
acoustic wave with a probe and analyzing the received
signal, it is possible to obtain an initial sound pressure
distribution caused by the absorber in the living organism.
An absorption coefficient distribution can be obtained by
taking into account a distribution of the light with respect
to the initial sound pressure distribution.
[0003] The sound pressure of the acoustic wave in the
PAT is proportional to an amount of local light that reach-
es the light absorber. The light irradiated on the living
organism suddenly attenuates in the living organism be-
cause of the scattering and the absorption. Therefore,
the sound pressure of the acoustic wave generated in a
deep tissue in the living organism substantially attenu-
ates according to the distance from the light irradiated
region. Therefore, in order to obtain information concern-
ing a living organism deep part, it is necessary to reduce
the thickness of an object region. As an example, in Su-
sanne E. et al. "First clinical trials of the Twente Photoa-
coustic Mammoscope (PAM)" (Non Patent Literature 2),
an object is held and pressured by two holding plates to
reduce the thickness of the object. When the holding
plates are used, in order to suppress deformation due to
the pressuring, in general, a supporting unit with high
rigidity made of metal, ceramic, or the like is provided
around the holding plates.
[0004] In a photoacoustic signal acquiring apparatus,
when direct light from a light source or light propagated
in the living organism is irradiated on a probe surface, an
acoustic wave is generated on the probe surface and the
acoustic wave causes a noise. The acoustic wave gen-
erated on the probe surface is received by the probe first.
An acoustic wave from the living organism is received by
the probe before a response to a signal of the received
acoustic wave ends. In other words, the signal received

by the probe is a signal on which noise is superimposed.
In the photoacoustic signal acquiring apparatus, when
information concerning the inside of an object is convert-
ed into an image on the basis of the signal received by
the probe, noise caused by an acoustic wave generated
in the supporting unit is an artifact. As a result, accuracy
in using the image for medical diagnosis is deteriorated.
[0005] Therefore, Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open No. 2010-75681 (Patent Literature 1) discloses an
example in which a light reflecting member is provided
on a probe surface, whereby an acoustic wave generated
on the probe surface by diffused light emitted to the out-
side of a living organism is reduced to reduce noise. Jap-
anese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2006-208050
(Patent Literature 2) discloses a biological imaging ap-
paratus wherein only the photo-acoustic signal radiated
from a target in all directions is reflected to be collected
and detected with high amplitude and resolution.
[0006]

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open No. 2010-75681
Patent Literature 2: Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open No. 2006-208050

[0007]

Non Patent Literature 1: M. Xu, L. Wang "Photoa-
coustic imaging in biomedicine", Review of scientific
instruments, 77, 041101(2006)
Non Patent Literature 2: Susanne E. et al. "First clin-
ical trials of the Twente Photoacoustic Mammo-
scope(PAM)"

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] However, in view of the apparatus described in
M. Xu, L. Wang "Photoacoustic imaging in biomedicine",
Review of scientific instruments, 77, 041101(2006),
when the supporting unit that supports the holding plates
is made of a material having high rigidity such as metal,
an acoustic wave generated from the supporting unit by
light scattering from the inside of the organism causes
noise. In particular, in view of a reduction in the size of
the apparatus, since the supporting unit is provided clos-
er to the probe, the probe tends to be affected by the
noise. Even if Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open
No. 2010-75681 is applied to solve the problem, the prob-
lem cannot be solved because a mechanism for reducing
the acoustic wave generated in the supporting unit is not
provided.
[0009] The present invention has been devised in view
of the problem and the present invention is developed to
reduce, in the PAT, the noise due to the acoustic wave
generated in the supporting unit that supports the holding
plates.
[0010] The present invention in its first aspect provides
an object information acquiring apparatus as specified in
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claims 1 to 9.
[0011] According to the apparatus, it is possible to re-
duce, in the PAT, the noise due to the acoustic wave
generated in the supporting unit that supports the holding
plates.
[0012] Further features of the present invention will be-
come apparent from the following description of exem-
plary embodiments with reference to the attached draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013]

Fig. 1 is a schematic configuration diagram showing
functional blocks of an apparatus according to a first
embodiment;
Figs. 2A to 2C are diagrams for explaining positions
where a light reflecting member is provided;
Fig. 3 is a graph showing sound pressure of an
acoustic wave generated in a supporting unit;
Fig. 4A is a perspective view showing the configu-
ration of an apparatus according to a second em-
bodiment;
Fig. 4B is a schematic configuration diagram show-
ing functional blocks of the apparatus according to
the second embodiment;
Fig. 4C is a diagram showing the arrangement of a
light reflecting member in the second embodiment;
Fig. 5 is a schematic configuration diagram showing
functional blocks of an apparatus according to a third
embodiment; and
Figs. 6A and 6B are diagrams showing the arrange-
ment of a light reflecting member in the third embod-
iment.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0014] Preferred embodiments of the present invention
are explained below with reference to the drawings. How-
ever, dimensions, materials, and shapes of components
explained below, relative arrangement of the compo-
nents, and the like should be changed as appropriate
according to the configuration of an apparatus to which
the present invention is applied and various conditions
and are not meant to limit the scope of the present in-
vention to the below description.
[0015] An object information acquiring apparatus ac-
cording to the present invention is an apparatus that
makes use of a photoacoustic effect for irradiating light
(an electromagnetic wave) on an object to thereby re-
ceive an acoustic wave generated in the object and ac-
quiring object information as image data. The object in-
formation is property information indicating a generation
source distribution of the acoustic wave, an initial sound
pressure distribution in the object, an optical energy ab-
sorption density distribution and an absorption coefficient
distribution derived from the initial sound pressure distri-

bution, or a concentration distribution of a substance in-
cluded in a tissue. The concentration distribution of the
substance is, for example, an oxygen saturation distri-
bution or an oxygenated/reduced hemoglobin concen-
tration distribution.
[0016] The acoustic wave in the present invention is
typically an ultrasound wave and includes elastic waves
called a sound wave, an ultrasound wave, and an acous-
tic wave. The acoustic wave caused by the photoacoustic
effect is referred to as photoacoustic wave or light-in-
duced ultrasound wave. An acoustic detector (e.g., a
probe) receives an acoustic wave generated in an object.
[0017] The photoacoustic wave, an electric signal con-
verted from the photoacoustic wave by the probe, or a
signal obtained by applying desired signal processing
such as amplification or digital conversion to the electric
signal is sometimes referred to as photoacoustic signal.
Therefore, the object information acquiring apparatus ac-
cording to the present invention can also be grasped as
a photoacoustic signal acquiring apparatus. When an ac-
quired photoacoustic signal is converted into an image
for the purpose of medical diagnosis or the like, the object
information acquiring apparatus can also be grasped as
a photoacoustic imaging apparatus. In the following ex-
planation, the photoacoustic signal acquiring apparatus
and the photoacoustic imaging apparatus are described
as examples of the object information acquiring appara-
tus.

(Photoacoustic signal acquiring apparatus)

[0018] A photoacoustic signal acquiring apparatus ac-
cording to an embodiment is an apparatus that acquires
information concerning the inside of an object. The pho-
toacoustic signal acquiring apparatus according to this
embodiment includes, as basic hardware components,
a light source, a probe that receives an acoustic wave,
a holding plate that holds an object, and a supporting unit
that supports the holding plate. Pulsed light emitted from
the light source is irradiated on the object through the
holding plate. Optical members such as lens, a mirror, a
diffuser, and an optical fiber may be interposed between
the light source and the holding plate. When a part of
energy of the light propagated through the inside of the
object is absorbed by a light absorber (which resultantly
becomes a sound source) such as blood, an acoustic
wave (typically, an ultrasound wave) is generated by ther-
mal expansion of the light absorber. The acoustic wave
generated in the object is received by the probe through
the holding plate. There is a degree of freedom in a po-
sitional relation between the light source and the probe.
For example, the light source and the probe may be
present on the same side with respect to the object or
may be arranged to hold the object therebetween.

(Light source)

[0019] When the object is a living organism, the light

3 4 



EP 2 633 805 B1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

source irradiates light having wavelength absorbed by a
specific component among components included in the
living organism. The light source may be provided inte-
grally with the photoacoustic signal acquiring apparatus
according to this embodiment or may be provided sepa-
rately from the photoacoustic signal acquiring apparatus.
In order to efficiently generate an acoustic wave, pulse
width is suitable about 10 to 50 nanoseconds. A laser
that can obtain a large output is desirable as the light
source. A light-emitting diode, a flash lamp, or the like
can also be used instead of the laser. As the laser, various
lasers such as a solid-state laser, a gas laser, a dye laser,
and a semiconductor laser can be used. Timing, a wave-
form, intensity, and the like of the irradiation of the light
is controlled by a not-shown light-source control unit. The
light-source control unit may be integrated with the light
source. The wavelength of the light source used in the
present invention is desirably wavelength that allows the
light to propagate to the inside of the object. Specifically,
when the object is a living organism, the wavelength is
equal to or larger than 600 nm and equal to or smaller
than 1100 nm.

(Object and light absorber)

[0020] The object and the light absorber do not config-
ure a part of the photoacoustic signal acquiring appara-
tus. However, the object and the light absorber are ex-
plained below. The photoacoustic signal acquiring appa-
ratus that makes use of the photoacoustic effect accord-
ing to the present invention is used mainly for imaging of
a blood vessel, diagnosis of malignant tumors, vascular
diseases, and the like of a human and an animal, follow-
up of a chemical treatment, and the like. Therefore, as
the object, a living organism, specifically, a target region
of diagnosis such as a breast, a finger, or a limb of a
human body or an animal is assumed. The light absorber
on the inside of the object relatively has a high absorption
coefficient in the object depending on the wavelength of
light in use. Specific examples of the light absorber in-
clude water, fat, protein, oxygenated hemoglobin, and
reduced hemoglobin.

(Probe)

[0021] The probe receives an acoustic wave generat-
ed on a living organism surface, inside of the living or-
ganism, and the like by pulsed light. The probe converts
the acoustic wave into an electric signal, which is an an-
alog signal. Any probe may be used as the probe as long
as the probe that can receive an acoustic wave signal
such as a probe that makes use of a piezoelectric phe-
nomenon, a probe that makes use of resonance of light,
or a probe that makes use of a change in capacitance.
The probe in this embodiment is desirably a probe in
which, typically, a plurality of receiving elements are one-
dimensionally or two-dimensionally arranged. By using
such multi-dimensionally arrayed elements, it is possible

to simultaneously receive an acoustic wave in a plurality
of places and reduce a measurement time. When the
probe is smaller than a measurement target, the probe
may be scanned to receive the acoustic wave in a plurality
of positions. The acoustic wave received by the probe is
converted into an electric signal and then, after being
objected to amplification, digital conversion, or the like
according to necessity, used for generation of property
information in a processing unit.

(Holding plate)

[0022] A material having acoustic impedance close to
the acoustic impedance of the object is used as a holding
plate in order to acoustically couple the probe and the
object. In order to receive an acoustic wave efficiently, it
is desirable to set the probe and the holding plate in con-
tact with each other via liquid such as water, gel, or the
like. When light is irradiated on the object through the
holding plate, the holding plate needs to be transparent
to the light from the light source. Examples of the holding
plate include polymethylpentene. When the object is held
by two holding plates and light is irradiated on the surface
of the object on the opposite side of the probe, the acous-
tic impedance of one holding plate does not have to be
taken into account. The one holding plate only has to be
an optically transparent material in order to transmit light.
Typically, a plastic plate of acrylic or the like, a glass
plate, or the like is used. The holding plate is supported
by the supporting unit explained below. The holding plate
includes a first joining region. The holding plate is equiv-
alent to a holding unit of the present invention.

(Supporting unit)

[0023] The supporting unit is a section for suppressing
deformation of the holding plate due to a load from the
object. Typically, the supporting unit is configured by a
plate-like member, an end of which is joined to an end
of the holding plate. The supporting unit is fixed to the
holding plate by screws, an adhesive, or the like. The
supporting unit includes a second joining region. When
the supporting unit is present within a view angle of the
probe, a dead space in which photoacoustic signal meas-
urement cannot be performed is formed. Therefore, it is
desirable to reduce the thickness of the supporting unit
as much as possible in order to reduce the dead space.
Therefore, a material having a large Young’s modulus is
desirable. Examples of the material include tungsten car-
bide having a Young’s modulus about two times as large
as the Young’s modulus of iron. In the case of an appa-
ratus with which an examinee hangs down the breast in
a prone position, the holding plate is considered to be
supported by the supporting unit not to topple. At this
point, the supporting unit supports the chest wall of the
examinee. The supporting unit is considered to support
the holding plate against stress caused when the breast
is pressured to thereby prevent deformation of the hold-
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ing plate. In the case of an apparatus with which the ex-
aminee places the breast on the holding plate in an up-
right position, the chest wall is supported by the support-
ing unit and the holding plate is supported by the sup-
porting unit from below to keep the position and the shape
of the holding plate.

(Light reflecting member)

[0024] The light reflecting member is used for sup-
pressing light emitted to the outside of the object by light
diffusion from being absorbed by the supporting unit for
the holding plate. For example, a light reflecting film can
be provided on a contact surface of the holding plate and
the supporting unit. As the light reflecting film, a dielectric
multilayer film or a metal film designed according to the
wavelength of light to be irradiated can be used. As the
light reflecting member, a member having reflectance
higher than that of the member configuring the supporting
unit is desirable. Specifically, the reflectance of the light
reflecting film is desirably equal to or higher than 80% at
wavelength in use. For example, when light in a range
of wavelength equal to or longer than 600 nm and equal
to or shorter than 1100 nm is used as irradiation light, a
light reflection film including a gold film is suitably used
as the light reflection film. When the gold film is used, it
is also possible to attach a film of chrome or titanium
between the gold film and the supporting unit in order to
prevent the gold film from easily peeling from the sup-
porting unit. The light reflecting member may be provided
over the entire surface of the supporting unit or may be
provided on a joining region of the holding plate to the
supporting unit or a joining region of the supporting unit
to the holding plate. It is also possible to insert the light
reflecting member between the holding plate and the sup-
porting unit. It is more effective to provide the light re-
flecting member around a joining region of the holding
plate and the supporting unit as well.

<First Embodiment>

[0025] In a first embodiment, an example in which an
object is held to be pressed against a holding plate is
explained. Fig. 1 is a diagram for explaining this embod-
iment. Reference numeral 101 denotes a light source,
102 denotes a light transmission system, 103 denotes
light, 104 denotes an illumination optical system, and 105
denotes a holding plate. Reference numeral 106 denotes
an object, 107 denotes a light absorber, and 108 denotes
an acoustic wave. Reference numeral 109 denotes a
probe, 110 denotes an acoustic matching agent, 111 de-
notes a supporting unit, and 112 denotes a light reflecting
member. In Figs. 2A to 2C, reference numeral 113 de-
notes a first joining region in the holding plate 105 and
114 denotes a second joining region in the supporting
unit 111.
[0026] In this embodiment, a wavelength-variable tita-
nium-sapphire laser is used as the light source 101. The

pulse width of the titanium-sapphire laser is 10 nanosec-
onds, the frequency thereof is 10 Hz, and the wavelength
thereof is 797 nm. Light emitted from the light source 101
is transmitted by the light transmission system 102 in-
cluding a bundle fiber. The transmitted light 103 is proc-
essed into a desired light distribution shape by the illu-
mination optical system 104 including a lens and a mirror
and irradiated on the object 106 through the holding plate
105. In order to efficiently receive the acoustic wave from
the object, the holding plate 105 is desirably a holding
plate having high transmittance to light having the wave-
length of the light source and high transmittance to the
acoustic wave. In this embodiment, a holding plate hav-
ing thickness of 7 mm made of polymethylpentene is
used.
[0027] The light 103 irradiated on the object 106 prop-
agates while diffusing in the object 106. A part of the light
103 is absorbed by the light absorber 107 such as a blood
vessel. The light absorber 107 that absorbs the light 103
generates the acoustic wave 108 according to the pho-
toacoustic effect. The acoustic wave 108 propagates in
the object 106. A part of the acoustic wave 108 is received
by the probe 109. As the probe 109, a piezoelectric probe
made of PZT (lead zirconate titanate) is used. In order
to realize acoustic matching of the holding plate 105 and
the probe 109, the acoustic matching agent 110 including
castor oil is provided between the holding plate 105 and
the probe 109. The holding plate 105 is supported by the
supporting unit 111 made of tungsten carbide having
thickness of 3 mm. As shown in the figure, a part of the
irradiated light 103 diffuses and propagates in the direc-
tion of the supporting unit 111 as well passing through
the object 106 and causes generation of an acoustic
wave due to the photoacoustic effect.
[0028] A position where the light reflecting member
112, which is a characteristic of the present invention, is
explained with reference to Figs. 2A to 2C. Fig. 2A is a
diagram for explaining a position where the light reflecting
member 112 in this embodiment is provided. The holding
plate 105 includes the first joining region 113 joined to
the supporting unit 111. The supporting unit 111 includes
the second joining region 114 joined to the holding plate
105. In this embodiment, a gold film is vapor-deposited
on the second joining region 114 as the light reflecting
member 112. The thickness of the gold film is 2000 ang-
stroms. When the reflectance of the gold film was meas-
ured, the reflectance was 88% of the reflectance of light
having wavelength of 797 nm made perpendicularly in-
cident on the gold film. The reflectance of tungsten car-
bide not affixed with the gold film was 20% of the light
having wavelength of 797 nm made perpendicularly in-
cident on the tungsten carbide.
[0029] Measured values of time waveforms of acoustic
waveforms generated from the supporting unit when the
gold film is not affixed to the supporting unit and when
the gold film is affixed to the supporting unit are shown
in Fig. 3. The ordinate represents sound pressure (inten-
sity of an acoustic wave) and the abscissa represents
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elapsed time after light irradiation. The intensity of the
acoustic wave is standardized by the intensity of an
acoustic wave generated when the gold film is not affixed
to the tungsten carbide. As it is seen from Fig. 3, by af-
fixing the gold film to the tungsten carbide, compared
with the intensity of the acoustic wave generated when
the gold film is not affixed, the intensity of the acoustic
wave generated from the tungsten carbide is reduced to
12%. This result indicates that noise deriving from the
acoustic wave generated in the supporting unit is reduced
and it is possible to accurately measure, with the probe,
an acoustic wave signal generated in the object. In this
way, it is possible to perform highly accurate photoacous-
tic signal measurement by providing the light reflecting
member on the surface of the supporting unit.
[0030] In this embodiment, the light reflecting member
112 is provided on the second joining region 114. How-
ever, a place where the light reflecting member 112 is
provided is not limited to this. Specifically, the light re-
flecting member 112 may be provided on the first joining
region 113 as shown in Fig. 2B or may be inserted be-
tween the first joining region 113 and the second joining
region 114 as shown in Fig. 2C. The place where the
light reflecting member 112 is provided can be freely de-
termined according to, for example, easiness to provide
the light reflecting member. When the light reflecting
member 112 is inserted between the first joining region
113 and the second joining region 114, for example, it is
suitable to use a polycarbonate film affixed with the gold
film. It is effective to provide the light reflecting member
112 around a joining region of the holding plate 105 and
the supporting unit 111 as well because the generation
of an acoustic wave due to light that scatters in the object
106 and reaches the joining region is further suppressed.
Irrespective of where the light reflecting member 112 is
provided, it is possible to fix the light reflecting member
112 by joining the end of the holding plate 105 and the
supporting unit 111. It is also possible to guide the breast
of an examinee, which is the object 106, to the holding
plate 105.
[0031] In this embodiment, the holding plate 105 hav-
ing a parallel flat plate shape is described. However, the
holding plate 105 is not limited to this. A holding plate
having, for example, a bowl shape or a cylindrical shape
can also be used. Gold is described as the light reflecting
member 112. However, the light reflecting member 112
is not limited to this. Aluminum or the like can also be
used.

<Second Embodiment>

[0032] In a second embodiment, an example in which
a light source and a probe are arranged on the same side
with respect to a breast in a photoacoustic imaging ap-
paratus for breast examination performed by holding the
breast between two holding plates is explained. The ap-
paratus configuration in this embodiment is effective for
obtaining living organism information from a region close

to the probe.
[0033] Fig. 4A is a schematic diagram of the photoa-
coustic imaging apparatus. Fig. 4B is an apparatus con-
figuration diagram around a breast 206, which is the ob-
ject. Reference numeral 201 denotes a light source, 202
denotes a light transmission system, 203 denotes light,
204 denotes an illumination optical system, 205a denotes
a first holding plate, and 205b denotes a second holding
plate. Reference numeral 206 denotes an object (an ex-
aminee), 207 denotes a light absorber, 208 denotes an
acoustic wave, 209 denotes a probe, and 210 denotes
an acoustic matching agent. Reference numeral 211a
denotes a first supporting unit, 211b denotes a second
supporting unit, 212 denotes a light reflecting member,
215 denotes a processing unit, and 216 denotes an im-
age display unit. In Fig. 4C, reference numeral 213 de-
notes a first joining region in the second holding plate
205b and 214 denotes a second joining region in the
second supporting unit 211b.
[0034] In this embodiment, a wavelength-variable tita-
nium-sapphire laser is used as the light source 201. The
pulse width of the titanium-sapphire laser is 10 nanosec-
onds, the frequency thereof is 10 Hz, and the wavelength
thereof is 797 nm. Light emitted from the light source 201
is transmitted by the light transmission system 202 in-
cluding a bundle fiber. The transmitted light 203 is proc-
essed into a desired light distribution shape by the illu-
mination optical system 204 including a lens and a mirror
and irradiated on the object 206 through the second hold-
ing plate 205b. In order to efficiently receive the acoustic
wave from the object 206, the second holding plate 205b
is desirably a holding plate having high transmittance to
light having the wavelength of the light source 201 and
high transmittance to the acoustic wave 208. In this em-
bodiment, a holding plate having thickness of 7 mm made
of polymethylpentene is used. The material and the thick-
ness of the first holding plate 205a on the opposite side
are not limited as long as the first holding plate 205a can
hold the breast. In this embodiment, acrylic having thick-
ness of 10 mm is used.
[0035] The light 203 irradiated on the object 206 prop-
agates while diffusing in the object 206. A part of the light
203 is absorbed by the light absorber 207 such as a blood
vessel. The light absorber 207 that absorbs the light 203
generates the acoustic wave 208 according to the pho-
toacoustic effect. The acoustic wave 208 propagates in
the object 206. A part of the acoustic wave 208 is received
by the probe 209. As the probe 209, a piezoelectric probe
made of PZT is used. In order to realize acoustic match-
ing of the second holding plate 205b and the probe 209,
the acoustic matching agent 210 including castor oil is
provided between the second holding plate 205b and the
probe 209. A signal received by the probe 209 is sent to
the processing unit 215, converted into image information
such as an initial sound pressure distribution and an ab-
sorption coefficient distribution of the inside of the object
206, and displayed on the image display unit 216. This
processing corresponds to generation of property infor-
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mation. The first holding plate 205a and the second hold-
ing plate 205b are respectively supported by the first sup-
porting unit 211a and the second supporting unit 211b.
In order to bear a load due to pressuring and a load due
to the weight of the object 206, a joining region between
the first holding plate 205a and the first supporting unit
211a and a joining region between the second holding
plate 205b and the second supporting unit 211b are ma-
chined in a step shape.
[0036] Fig. 4C is a diagram showing a position where
the light reflecting member 212 is provided. The second
holding plate 205b includes the first joining region 213
joined to the second supporting unit 211b. The second
supporting unit 211b includes the second joining region
214 joined to the second holding plate 205b. A gold film
is vapor-deposited on the second joining region 214 as
the light reflecting member 212. The thickness of the gold
film is 2000 angstroms. An acoustic wave generated in
the second supporting unit 211b is directly received by
the probe 209. Alternatively, the acoustic wave propa-
gates while reflecting in the second holding plate 205b
to be received by the probe 209. Therefore, the influence
of noise of the acoustic wave is large. On the other hand,
since the first supporting unit 211a is far from the light
source 201 and the probe 209, the influence of noise due
to an acoustic wave generated in the first supporting unit
211a is small. Therefore, in this embodiment, the light
reflecting member 212 is provided only between the sec-
ond holding plate 205b and the second supporting unit
211b. A light reflecting member is not provided between
the first holding plate 205a and the first supporting unit
211a. However, a light reflecting member can also be
provided between the first holding plate 205a and the
first supporting unit 211a.
[0037] By adopting the configuration explained above,
in the light 203 irradiated on the object 206, components
emitted from the object 206 because of scattering and
irradiated in the direction of the supporting units are re-
flected by the gold film. Then, an amount of light absorbed
by the second supporting unit 211b decreases and the
acoustic wave generated in the second supporting unit
211b decreases. As a result, noise deriving from the
acoustic waves generated in the supporting units is re-
duced. It is possible to obtain a satisfactory photoacoustic
image with little artifact.

<Third Embodiment>

[0038] In a third embodiment, an example in which a
light source and a probe are arranged on the opposite
sides across a breast in a photoacoustic imaging appa-
ratus for breast examination performed by holding the
breast between two holding plates is explained. The ap-
paratus configuration in this embodiment is effective for
obtaining living organism information from a region far
from the probe.
[0039] Fig. 5 is a diagram for explaining the third em-
bodiment of the present invention. Reference numeral

301 denotes a light source, 302 denotes a light transmis-
sion system, 303 denotes light, 304 denotes an illumina-
tion optical system, 305a denotes a first holding plate,
and 305b denotes a second holding plate. Reference nu-
meral 306 denotes an object, 307 denotes a light absorb-
er, 308 denotes an acoustic wave, 309 denotes a probe,
310 denotes an acoustic matching agent, 311a denotes
a first supporting unit, and 311b denotes a second sup-
porting unit. Reference numeral 312a denotes a first re-
flecting member and 312b denotes a second light reflect-
ing member. Reference numeral 315 denotes a process-
ing unit and 316 denotes an image display unit.
[0040] In Figs. 6A and 6B, reference numeral 313a de-
notes a first joining region of the first holding plate 305a
and reference numeral 314a denotes a second joining
region of the first supporting unit 311a. Reference nu-
meral 313b denotes a first joining region of the second
holding plate 305b and 314b denotes a second joining
region of the second supporting unit 311b.
[0041] In this embodiment, a wavelength-variable tita-
nium-sapphire laser is used as the light source 301. The
pulse width of the titanium-sapphire laser is 10 nanosec-
onds, the frequency thereof is 10 Hz, and the wavelength
thereof is 797 nm. Light emitted from the light source 301
is transmitted by the light transmission system 302 in-
cluding a bundle fiber. The transmitted light 303 is proc-
essed into a desired light distribution shape by the illu-
mination optical system 304 including a lens and a mirror
and irradiated on the object 306 through the first holding
plate 305a. The first holding plate 305a on the light source
301 side is desirably a holding plate having high trans-
mittance to light having the wavelength of the light source
301. In this embodiment, acrylic having thickness of 10
mm is used. On the other hand, in order to efficiently
receive the acoustic wave 308 from the object 306, the
second holding plate 305b on the probe 309 side is de-
sirably a holding plate having high transmittance to the
acoustic wave 308. In this embodiment, a holding plate
having thickness of 7 mm made of polymethylpentene is
used.
[0042] The light 303 irradiated on the object 306 prop-
agates while diffusing in the object 306. A part of the light
303 is absorbed by the light absorber 307 such as a blood
vessel. The light absorber 307 that absorbs the light 303
generates the acoustic wave 308 according to the pho-
toacoustic effect. The acoustic wave 308 propagates in
the object 306. A part of the acoustic wave 308 is received
by the probe 309. As the probe 309, a piezoelectric probe
made of PZT is used. In order to realize acoustic match-
ing of the second holding plate 305b and the probe 309,
the acoustic matching agent 310 including castor oil is
provided between the second holding plate 305b and the
probe 309. A signal received by the probe 309 is sent to
the processing unit 315, converted into image information
such as an initial sound pressure distribution and an ab-
sorption coefficient distribution of the inside of the object
306, and displayed on the image display unit 316.
[0043] The first holding plate 305a and the second
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holding plate 305b are respectively supported by the first
supporting unit 311a and the second supporting unit
311b. In order to bear a load due to pressuring and a
load due to the weight of the object 306, a joining region
between the first holding plate 305a and the first support-
ing unit 311a and a joining region between the second
holding plate 305b and the second supporting unit 311b
are machined in a step shape. Since the first supporting
unit 311a is close to the light source 301, the irradiation
density of light emitted from the object 306 because of
scattering and irradiated in the direction of the supporting
units is high and a strong acoustic wave is generated.
On the other hand, since the second supporting unit 311b
is close to the probe 309, an acoustic wave generated in
the second supporting unit 311b is received by the probe
309 before being sufficiently attenuated. Therefore, gold
films are respectively provided as the first light reflecting
member 312a and the second light reflecting member
312b between the first holding plate 305a and the first
supporting unit 311a and between the second holding
plate 305b and the second supporting unit 311b. Further,
in order to suppress generation of an acoustic wave due
to light directly irradiated on the supporting units not via
the holding plates, a gold film is also provided on a region
where the first supporting unit 311a and the second sup-
porting unit 311b are in contact with the object 306 when
the object 306 is held by the holding plates.
[0044] Figs. 6A and 6B are diagrams showing, more
in detail, positions where the gold films are provided. The
first holding plate 305a includes the first joining region
313a joined to the first supporting unit 311a. The first
supporting unit 311a includes the second joining region
314a joined to the first holding plate 305a. The second
holding plate 305b includes the first joining region 313b
joined to the second supporting unit 311b. The second
supporting unit 311b includes the second joining region
314b joined to the second holding plate 305b. Both of
the first light reflecting member 312a and the second light
reflecting member 312b are gold films and are respec-
tively vapor-deposited on the second joining regions
314a and 314b. The thickness of both the gold films is
2000 angstroms. As in the embodiments explained
above, the positions where the light reflecting members
are provided may be on the side of the first joining regions
or may be between the supporting units and the holding
plates.
[0045] By adopting the configuration explained above,
in the light 303 irradiated on the object 306, components
emitted from the object 306 because of scattering and
irradiated in the direction of the supporting units are re-
flected by the gold films. In this embodiment, reflectance
to light directly irradiated on the supporting units from the
object not via the holding plates is also improved. There-
fore, an amount of light absorbed by the supporting units
is smaller than the amount of the light in the second em-
bodiment. Then, acoustic waves generated in the first
supporting unit 311a and the second supporting unit 311b
decrease. As a result, noise deriving from the acoustic

waves generated in the supporting units is reduced. It is
possible to obtain a satisfactory photoacoustic image
with little artifact.
[0046] While the present invention has been described
with reference to exemplary embodiments, it is to be un-
derstood that the invention is not limited to the disclosed
exemplary embodiments. The scope of the following
claims is to be accorded the broadest interpretation so
as to encompass all such modifications and equivalent
structures and functions.

Claims

1. An object information acquiring apparatus compris-
ing:

a light source (101);
a holding plate (105) configured to hold an object
(106) and being transparent to light from the light
source; and
a probe (109) configured to receive, via the hold-
ing plate, an acoustic wave (108) generated
from the object on which light (103) is irradiated
from the light source, characterized by further
comprising
a supporting unit (111) configured to support the
holding plate via respective joining regions (113,
114); and
a light reflecting member (112) having reflect-
ance higher than that of the supporting unit and
being provided between the joining region of the
supporting unit and the joining region of the hold-
ing plate.

2. The object information acquiring apparatus accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the supporting unit is a plate-
like member, an end of which is joined to an end of
the holding plate.

3. The object information acquiring apparatus accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the supporting unit is a plate-
like member configured to support a chest wall of an
examinee and can guide a breast of the examinee,
which is the object, to the holding plate by the sup-
porting unit being joined to an end of the holding
plate at an end of the plate-like member.

4. The object information acquiring apparatus accord-
ing to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the light
reflecting member is provided on the joining region
of the holding plate.

5. The object information acquiring apparatus accord-
ing to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the light
reflecting member is provided on the joining region
of the supporting unit.
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6. The object information acquiring apparatus accord-
ing to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the light
reflecting member is inserted between the holding
plate and the supporting unit.

7. The object information acquiring apparatus accord-
ing to any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein the reflecting
member is provided also around the joining region
of the supporting unit and the holding plate.

8. The object information acquiring apparatus accord-
ing to any one of claims 1 to 7, wherein the holding
plate has a bowl shape or a cylindrical shape.

9. The object information acquiring apparatus accord-
ing to any one of claims 1 to 8, further comprising a
processing unit configured to generate property in-
formation of an inside of the object on the basis of
the acoustic wave.

Patentansprüche

1. Objektinformationserlangungsvorrichtung, umfas-
send:

eine Lichtquelle (101);
eine Halteplatte (105), die zum Halten eines Ob-
jekts (106) konfiguriert ist und Licht von der
Lichtquelle durchlässt; und
eine Sonde (109), die konfiguriert ist, um über
die Halteplatte eine akustische Welle (108) zu
empfangen, welche vom mit Licht (103) von der
Lichtquelle bestrahlten Objekt erzeugt wird,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Vorrich-
tung ferner umfasst:
eine Stützeinheit (111), die konfiguriert ist, um
die Halteplatte über jeweilige Verbindungsbe-
reiche (113, 114) zu stützen; und
ein Lichtreflexionselement (112) mit einem grö-
ßeren Reflexionsvermögen als das der Stüt-
zeinheit, das zwischen dem Verbindungsbe-
reich der Stützeinheit und dem Verbindungsbe-
reich der Halteplatte vorgesehen ist.

2. Objektinformationserlangungsvorrichtung nach An-
spruch 1, wobei die Stützeinheit ein plattenähnliches
Element ist, von dem ein Ende mit einem Ende der
Halteplatte verbunden ist.

3. Objektinformationserlangungsvarrichtung nach An-
spruch 1, wobei die Stützeinheit ein plattenähnliches
Element ist, das konfiguriert ist, um eine Brustwand
einer zu untersuchenden Person zu stützen, und ei-
ne das Objekt darstellende Brust der zu untersu-
chenden Person dadurch zur Halteplatte führen
kann, dass die Stützeinheit mit einem Ende der Hal-
teplatte an einem Ende des plattenähnlichen Ele-

ments verbunden ist.

4. Objektinformationserlangungsvorrichtung nach ei-
nem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei das Lichtreflexi-
onselement am Verbindungsbereich der Halteplatte
vorgesehen ist.

5. Objektinformationserlangungsvorrichtung nach ei-
nem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei das Lichtreflexi-
onselement am Verbindungsbereich der Stützein-
heit vorgesehen ist.

6. Objektinformationserlangungsvorrichtung nach ei-
nem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei das Lichtreflexi-
onselement zwischen der Halteplatte und der Stüt-
zeinheit eingefügt ist.

7. Objektinformationserlangungsvorrichtung nach ei-
nem der Ansprüche 1 bis 6, wobei das Reflexions-
element auch um den Verbindungsbereich der Stüt-
zeinheit und der Halteplatte herum vorgesehen ist.

8. Objektinformationserlangungsvorrichtung nach ei-
nem der Ansprüche 1 bis 7, wobei die Halteplatte
eine Schalenform oder eine zylindrische Form auf-
weist.

9. Objektinformationserlangungsvorrichtung nach ei-
nem der Ansprüche 1 bis 8, ferner umfassend eine
Verarbeitungseinheit, die konfiguriert ist, um Eigen-
schaftsinformation eines Inneren des Objekts auf
Basis der akustischen Welle zu erzeugen.

Revendications

1. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations d’objet
comprenant :

une source lumineuse (101) ;
un plaque de maintien (105) configurée pour
maintenir un objet (106) et qui est transparente
à la lumière provenant de la source lumineuse ;
et
une sonde (109) configurée pour recevoir, par
l’intermédiaire de la plaque de maintien, une on-
de acoustique (108) générée à partir de l’objet
sur lequel la lumière (103) est projetée en pro-
venance de la source lumineuse, caractérisé
en ce qu’il comprend en outre
une unité de support (111) configurée pour sup-
porter la plaque de maintien par l’intermédiaire
de régions de jonction respectives (113, 114) ; et
un élément réfléchissant la lumière (112) ayant
une réflectance supérieure à celle de l’unité de
support et qui est disposé entre la région de jonc-
tion de l’unité de support et la région de jonction
de la plaque de maintien.
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2. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations d’objet selon la
revendication 1, dans lequel l’unité de support est
un élément analogue à une plaque, dont une extré-
mité est reliée à une extrémité de la plaque de main-
tien.

3. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations d’objet selon la
revendication 1, dans lequel l’unité de support est
un élément analogue à une plaque configuré pour
supporter une paroi de poitrine d’une personne exa-
minée et peut guider un sein de la personne exami-
née, qui constitue l’objet, vers la plaque de maintien
au moyen de l’unité de support qui est jointe à une
extrémité de la plaque de maintien à une extrémité
de l’élément analogue à une plaque.

4. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations d’objet selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3, dans le-
quel l’élément réfléchissant la lumière est disposé
sur la région de jonction de la plaque de maintien.

5. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations d’objet selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3, dans le-
quel l’élément réfléchissant la lumière est disposé
sur la région de jonction de l’unité de support.

6. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations d’objet selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3, dans le-
quel l’élément réfléchissant la lumière est inséré en-
tre la plaque de maintien et l’unité de support.

7. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations d’objet selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 6, dans le-
quel l’élément réfléchissant est également disposé
autour de la région de jonction de l’unité de support
et de la plaque de maintien.

8. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations d’objet selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 7, dans le-
quel la plaque de maintien présente une forme de
bol ou une forme cylindrique.

9. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations d’objet selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 8, compre-
nant en outre une unité de traitement configurée pour
générer des informations de propriétés d’un intérieur
de l’objet sur la base de l’onde acoustique.
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