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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention:

[0001] The present invention relates to an intraoral
three-dimensional measuring device and an intraoral
three-dimensional measuring method for capturing an
image of light directed toward an intraoral measurement
target such as, for example, a tooth and performing an
image analysis process to measure a three-dimensional
shape of the measurement target, and also relates to an
intraoral three-dimensional measurement result display
method.

2. Description of the Prior Art:

[0002] Devices and methods for measuring a three-
dimensional shape of a measurement target by any of
various methods such as, for example, a light-section
method, a focus method, a spatial coding method, a
phase shift method, a stereo method, a photogrammetric
method, a SLAM method and the like have been pro-
posed and put into practice. For example, a shape meas-
uring device described in Patent Document 1 is operated
as follows. Light for projection passes a lattice-pattern
plate to be lattice-pattern light. This light is projected onto,
and reflected by, a measurement target. An image of the
reflected light is captured. Based on the image, a three-
dimensional shape of the measurement target is meas-
ured. In the field of dental treatment in recent years, such
a shape measuring device is used to measure a three-
dimensional shape of a dental arch. Thus, such a shape
measuring device is applied for, for example, producing
artificial teeth and designing prostheses.
[0003] However, the measuring device described in
Patent Document 1 (measuring device Z in FIG. 11(a))
is not usable to measure, for example, the entirety of a
dental arch Da, which expands over a wide measurement
range in an intraoral space, which is narrow, at one time.
The reason is as follows. The dental arch as the image
capturing subject has a complicated shape, and there
are many dead angles in the case where image capturing
is performed merely once. The resultant three-dimen-
sional data has many missing parts.
[0004] For the above-described reason, the measure-
ment needs to be performed as follows. As shown in FIG.
11(a), a plurality of narrow ranges Rn, each of which is
a part of the measurement target, are measured (here-
inafter, referred to as "narrow range measurement"). The
narrow ranges Rn are defined such that the narrow rang-
es Rn cover the entirety of the wide measurement target
and also such that adjacent narrow ranges Rn have over-
lap portions Rr. FIG. 11(b) shows narrow range meas-
urement results In’. As shown in FIG. 11(c), the adjacent
narrow range measurement results In’ are joined togeth-
er based on the overlap portions Rr. As a result, an entire

measurement result Ic’ is acquired as the measurement
result on the entirety of the wide measurement target.
[0005] However, when two adjacent narrow range
measurement results In’ are joined together, there occurs
an error although being small. As shown in FIG. 11(d),
when such adjacent narrow range measurement results
In’ are joined together sequentially to form the entire
measurement result Ic’, such small errors are accumu-
lated. As a result, the entire measurement result Ic’ may
undesirably have a large error.

[Prior Art Document]

[Patent Document]

[0006] Patent Document 1: Japanese Laid-Open Pat-
ent Publication No. 2011-242178 US 2014/0146142 A1
discloses a measuring device used in the dental field and
aimed at measuring in the absence of projection of active
or structured light.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[Problems to be Solved by the Invention]

[0007] The present invention has an object of providing
an intraoral three-dimensional measuring device in ac-
cordance with the independent claim 12 and an intraoral
three-dimensional measuring method in accordance with
the independent claim 1 capable of accurately performing
three-dimensional measurement on a wide measure-
ment range in an intraoral space, which is narrow, and
also providing an intraoral three-dimensional measure-
ment result display method in accordance with claim 10.

[Means for Solving the Invention]

[0008] The present invention is directed to an intraoral
three-dimensional measuring method including a wide
range three-dimensional measurement information ac-
quisition step of acquiring wide range three-dimensional
measurement information on a three-dimensional shape
measured on a wide range in a desirable measurement
range in an intraoral space; a narrow range three-dimen-
sional measurement information acquisition step of ac-
quiring a plurality of pieces of narrow range three-dimen-
sional measurement information each on a three-dimen-
sional shape measured on a narrow range narrower than
the wide range in the measurement range; and a syn-
thetic three-dimensional information creation step of lo-
cating the plurality of pieces of narrow range three-di-
mensional measurement information based on the wide
range three-dimensional measurement information by
use of, as a synthesis reference, intra-measurement
range position information common to the wide range
three-dimensional measurement information and each
of the plurality of pieces of narrow range three-dimen-
sional measurement information, to create synthetic
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three-dimensional information on the measurement
range.
[0009] The present invention is also directed to an in-
traoral three-dimensional measuring device including a
measurement information acquisition unit acquiring wide
range three-dimensional measurement information on a
three-dimensional shape measured on a wide range in
a desirable measurement range in an intraoral space,
and acquiring a plurality of pieces of narrow range three-
dimensional measurement information each on a three-
dimensional shape measured on a narrow range narrow-
er than the wide range in the measurement range; and
a synthetic three-dimensional information creation unit
locating the plurality of pieces of narrow range three-di-
mensional measurement information based on the wide
range three-dimensional measurement information by
use of, as a synthesis reference, intra-measurement
range position information common to the wide range
three-dimensional measurement information and each
of the plurality of pieces of narrow range three-dimen-
sional measurement information, to create synthetic
three-dimensional information on the measurement
range.
[0010] The wide range in a desirable measurement
range described above may be the entirety of the desir-
able measurement range, a part of the desirable meas-
urement range that is wider than the narrow range, or an
entire measurement range formed by joining a plurality
of pieces of three-dimensional measurement information
on parts of the desirable measurement range that are
each narrower than the wide range and wider than the
narrow range, the joining being performed at an overlap-
ping portion of each piece of three-dimensional meas-
urement information.
[0011] The measurement range may be the entirety of
the dental arch including the gum in the intraoral space,
a predetermined region of the dental arch, or the entirety
of, or a part of, edentulous jaw.
[0012] The wide range three-dimensional measure-
ment information, the narrow range three-dimensional
measurement information, and the synthetic three-di-
mensional information described above may be numer-
ical information such as spatial coordinate information,
direction vector information of texture, reliability informa-
tion on the measured value or the like, or image informa-
tion.
[0013] According to the present invention, three-di-
mensional measurement on the wide measurement tar-
get in the narrow intraoral space is accurately performed.
[0014] This will be described in more detail. According
to the above-described method, wide range three-dimen-
sional measurement information on a three-dimensional
shape measured on a wide range in a desirable meas-
urement range in an intraoral space, and a plurality of
pieces of narrow range three-dimensional measurement
information each on a three-dimensional shape meas-
ured on a narrow range narrower than the wide range in
the measurement range, are acquired. The plurality of

pieces of narrow range three-dimensional measurement
information are located based on the wide range three-
dimensional measurement information by use of, as a
synthesis reference, intra-measurement range position
information common to the wide range three-dimensional
measurement information and each of the plurality of
pieces of narrow range three-dimensional measurement
information, to create synthetic three-dimensional infor-
mation on the measurement range. The synthetic three-
dimensional information on the measurement range cre-
ated in this manner includes the narrow range three-di-
mensional measurement information based on the wide
range three-dimensional measurement information.
Thus, three-dimensional measurement on the entirety of
the measurement range is accurately performed with no
accumulation of errors.
[0015] In an embodiment according to the present in-
vention, the wide range three-dimensional measurement
information may be used to create wide range three-di-
mensional image information on the three-dimensional
shape of the wide range; the plurality of pieces of narrow
range three-dimensional measurement information each
may be used to create narrow range three-dimensional
image information on the three-dimensional shape of the
narrow range; and in the synthetic three-dimensional in-
formation creation step, synthetic three-dimensional im-
age information may be created based on the synthetic
three-dimensional information.
[0016] Alternatively, the synthetic three-dimensional
information creation unit may create synthetic three-di-
mensional image information based on the synthetic
three-dimensional information.
[0017] According to the present invention, the meas-
urement information is displayed as an image. This al-
lows the user to make an operation while visually check-
ing the measurement state, and thus improves the oper-
ability.
[0018] In an embodiment according to the present in-
vention, in the narrow range three-dimensional measure-
ment information acquisition step, the plurality of pieces
of narrow range three-dimensional measurement infor-
mation may be measured at a higher resolution than that
of the wide range three-dimensional measuring informa-
tion.
[0019] According to the present invention, the resultant
synthetic three-dimensional information on the measure-
ment range includes the narrow range three-dimensional
measurement information of a high resolution based on
the wide range three-dimensional measurement informa-
tion with no accumulation of errors. Thus, three-dimen-
sional measurement on the entirety of the measurement
range is performed at high precision with a high resolu-
tion.
[0020] In an embodiment according to the present in-
vention, in the synthetic three-dimensional information
creation step, the synthetic three-dimensional informa-
tion may be created by use of, as intra-measurement
range position information, characteristic portion infor-
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mation common to each of the plurality of pieces of nar-
row range three-dimensional measurement information
and the wide range three-dimensional measurement in-
formation.
[0021] Alternatively, the synthetic three-dimensional
information creation unit may create the synthetic three-
dimensional information by use of, as the intra-measure-
ment range position information, characteristic portion
information common to the each of plurality of pieces of
narrow range three-dimensional measurement informa-
tion and the wide range three-dimensional measurement
information.
[0022] According to the present invention, the plurality
of pieces of narrow range three-dimensional measure-
ment information are accurately synthesized based on
the wide range three-dimensional measurement informa-
tion by use of the characteristic portion information to
create the synthetic three-dimensional information.
[0023] In an embodiment according to the present in-
vention, the intraoral three-dimensional measuring meth-
od may further include a position information acquisition
step of acquiring position information on each of the plu-
rality of pieces of narrow range three-dimensional meas-
urement information and acquiring position information
on the wide range three-dimensional measurement in-
formation. In the synthetic three-dimensional information
creation step, the synthetic three-dimensional informa-
tion may be adjusted based on the position information
acquired in the position information acquisition step.
[0024] Alternatively, the intraoral three-dimensional
measuring device may further include a position informa-
tion acquisition unit acquiring position information on
each of the plurality of pieces of narrow range three-di-
mensional measurement information and acquiring po-
sition information on the wide range three-dimensional
measurement information. The synthetic three-dimen-
sional information creation unit may adjust the synthetic
three-dimensional information based on the position in-
formation acquired by the position information acquisition
unit.
[0025] The position information described above may
be position information based on an absolute position at
the time of three-dimensional measurement as being ac-
quired by the GPS, or position information based on a
relative position with respect to, for example, the intraoral
space. Therefore, the position information acquisition
unit described above may be a measurement device
measuring an absolute position such as a GPS or the
like or a measurement device measuring a relative posi-
tion such as a position sensor or the like. Alternatively,
the position information may be acquired by an acceler-
ation sensor, a velocity sensor, a gyro sensor, an azi-
muthal sensor, a posture sensor, or a combination of any
of these sensors.
[0026] According to the present invention, the synthet-
ic three-dimensional information is adjusted based on
the position information on each of the plurality of pieces
of narrow range three-dimensional measurement infor-

mation and position information on the wide range three-
dimensional measurement information. Therefore, the
synthetic three-dimensional information is more precise
and more accurate.
[0027] In an embodiment according to the present in-
vention, in the synthetic three-dimensional information
creation step, a part of the wide range three-dimensional
measurement information corresponding to each piece
of narrow range three-dimensional measurement infor-
mation may be overwritten with the each piece of narrow
range three-dimensional measurement information.
[0028] According to the present invention, the informa-
tion amount of the synthetic three-dimensional informa-
tion is decreased.
[0029] In an embodiment according to the present in-
vention, the wide range three-dimensional measurement
information may be entire measurement information on
a shape of the entirety of the measurement range.
[0030] According to the present invention, the resultant
synthetic three-dimensional information has no accumu-
lation of errors and is more accurate than synthetic three-
dimensional information created in the case where a plu-
rality of pieces of three-dimensional measurement infor-
mation on ranges narrower than the wide range and wider
than the narrow range are joined together at an overlap-
ping portion of each piece of three-dimensional meas-
urement information to provide wide range three-dimen-
sional measurement information on the entirety of the
measurement range.
[0031] In an embodiment according to the present in-
vention, the intraoral three-dimensional measuring meth-
od may further include an entire joining measurement
information creation step of locating a plurality of pieces
of the wide range three-dimensional measurement infor-
mation by use of, as a joining reference, wide range po-
sition information common to adjacent pieces of wide
range three-dimensional measurement information, to
create entire joining measurement information on the en-
tirety of the measurement range.
[0032] According to the present invention, a plurality
of pieces of wide range three-dimensional measurement
information are located by use of, as the joining refer-
ence, wide range position information common to adja-
cent pieces of wide range three-dimensional measure-
ment information, to create the entire joining measure-
ment information on the entirety of the measurement
range. Therefore, the synthetic three-dimensional infor-
mation is created more accurately even on a wider meas-
urement range.
[0033] In an embodiment according to the present in-
vention, at least one of the plurality of pieces of the narrow
range three-dimensional measurement information may
be adjustment narrow range three-dimensional meas-
urement information including measurement information
on a part corresponding to the wide range position infor-
mation; and the intraoral three-dimensional measuring
method may further include an entire joining measure-
ment information adjustment step of adjusting the entire
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joining measurement information based on the adjust-
ment narrow range three-dimensional measurement in-
formation located in the synthetic three-dimensional in-
formation creation step.
[0034] According to the present invention, the entire
joining measurement information on the entirety of the
measurement range, created by locating the plurality of
pieces of the wide range three-dimensional measure-
ment information by use of, as a joining reference, wide
range position information common to the adjacent piec-
es of wide range three-dimensional measurement infor-
mation, is adjusted based on the adjustment narrow
range three-dimensional measurement information.
Thus, the entire joining measurement information is ad-
justed based on clearer characteristic portion informa-
tion. Therefore, the synthetic three-dimensional informa-
tion is created more accurately even on a wider meas-
urement range.
[0035] An embodiment according to the present inven-
tion is directed to an intraoral three-dimensional meas-
urement result display method for creating images based
on the wide range three-dimensional measurement in-
formation and the plurality of pieces of narrow range
three-dimensional measurement information by the
above-described intraoral three-dimensional measuring
method and displaying the images in an overlapping
manner.
[0036] According to the present invention, the synthet-
ic three-dimensional image is created while a state where
the narrow range three-dimensional image is overlapped
on the wide range three-dimensional image is displayed.
Therefore, the user performs the synthesis operation
while visually checking the synthesis state, and thus the
synthetic three-dimensional information is created more
accurately.
[0037] In an embodiment according to the present in-
vention, the wide range three-dimensional measurement
information and the plurality of pieces of narrow range
three-dimensional measurement information displayed
as the images in an overlapping manner may be dis-
played with at least one of brightness, color, luminance
and display pattern being different between the images.
[0038] According to the present invention, the user
clearly recognizes the narrow range three-dimensional
image against the wide range three-dimensional image.
Therefore, the synthetic three-dimensional information
is created more accurately.
[0039] In an embodiment according to the present in-
vention, the measurement information acquisition unit
may include a three-dimensional measurement element
including a light source emitting projection light toward a
measurement target; an image capturing element cap-
turing an image of an area irradiated with the projection
light; a guide path guiding light reflected by the measure-
ment target toward the image capturing element; and a
handheld housing accommodating the light source, the
guide path and the image capturing element.
[0040] The light source described above may be any

of various light sources including a planar light source
having a planar light emitting portion, a point light source
having a point-like light emitting portion, and a strip light
source having a strip-like light emitting portion. The light
source may be a single light source or an array light
source including a plurality of light sources. The light
source may emit light that is shaped by a lens, an optical
fiber, a light diffuser, a mask or the like. The light source
may be a uniform light source emitting uniform projection
light or a structured light source emitting structured light
having a sine waveform-like pattern, a lattice pattern or
the like, or may include both of the uniform light source
and the structured light source. The structured light
source may include a mechanism dynamically changing
the pattern of the structured projection light. The light
source maybe located such that the projection light pass-
es the guide path or is directed directly toward the meas-
urement target without passing the guide path.
[0041] In the case where a stereo method by use of a
multiview camera is used as the three-dimensional
measuring method, a plurality of image capturing units
may be used. In the case where any other method is
used as the three-dimensional measuring method, a sin-
gle image capturing unit may be used. The image cap-
turing unit may be a CCD (Charge Coupled Device) im-
age sensor using a photodiode, a CMOS (Complemen-
tary MOS) image sensor, or the like.
[0042] According to the present invention, three-di-
mensional on the measurement range in the narrow in-
traoral space is performed at high precision.
[0043] In an embodiment according to the present in-
vention, the guide path may include a wide range guide
path usable to measure the wide range; a narrow range
guide path usable to measure the narrow range; and a
switching unit switching the guide path to the wide range
guide path or to the narrow range guide path.
[0044] According to the present invention, one three-
dimensional measurement element is usable to perform
three-dimensional measurement on the entirety of the
measurement range at high precision by merely switch-
ing the measurement range to the wide measurement
range or to the narrow measurement range with a simple
structure.
[0045] In an embodiment according to the present in-
vention, a part of the housing may include an exchange-
able unit that includes at least the guide path and is de-
tachable and exchangeable to change the measurement
range.
[0046] According to the present invention, one three-
dimensional measurement element is usable to perform
three-dimensional measurement on the entirety of the
measurement range at high precision by merely switch-
ing the exchangeable unit to switch the measurement
range to the wide measurement range or to the narrow
measurement range.
[0047] Preferably, the attachment error detection unit
detecting an attachment error for the exchangeable unit,
and the measurement result correction unit correcting
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the measurement result based on the attachment error,
are further provided.
[0048] In an embodiment according to the present in-
vention, the intraoral three-dimensional measuring de-
vice may further include an attachment that includes at
least the guide path and is detachable from the housing
to change the measurement range.
[0049] According to the present invention, one three-
dimensional measurement element is usable to perform
three-dimensional measurement on the entirety of the
measurement range at high precision by merely detach-
ing or attaching the attachment to switch the measure-
ment range to the wide measurement range or to the
narrow measurement range.
[0050] Preferably, the attachment error detection unit
detecting an attachment error for the attachment, and
the measurement result correction unit correcting the
measurement result based on the attachment error, are
further provided.

[Effect of the Invention]

[0051] The present invention provides an intraoral
three-dimensional measuring device and an intraoral
three-dimensional measuring method capable of accu-
rately performing three-dimensional measurement on a
wide measurement range in an intraoral space, which is
narrow, and also provides an intraoral three-dimensional
measurement result display method.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0052]

FIG. 1 is a schematic structural view of an intraoral
three-dimensional measuring device.
FIG. 2 is a schematic structural view of a handy scan-
ner in an embodiment.
FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing an intraoral three-di-
mensional measuring method in an embodiment.
FIG. 4 shows the intraoral three-dimensional meas-
uring method.
FIG. 5 is a schematic structural view of a handy scan-
ner in another embodiment.
FIG. 6 is a schematic structural view of a handy scan-
ner in still another embodiment.
FIG. 7 is a schematic structural view of a handy scan-
ner in still another embodiment.
FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing an intraoral three-di-
mensional measuring method in another embodi-
ment.
FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing an intraoral three-di-
mensional measuring method in still another embod-
iment.
FIG. 10 is a schematic view showing an intraoral
three-dimensional measurement result display
method.
FIG. 11 shows a conventional intraoral three-dimen-

sional measuring method.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0053] Hereinafter, an intraoral three-dimensional
measuring device 1 according to the present invention
will be described with reference to FIG. 1 through FIG. 4.
[0054] FIG. 1 is a schematic view of an intraoral three-
dimensional measuring device 1. FIG. 2 is a schematic
structural view of a handy scanner 10 (corresponding to
a three-dimensional measuring element). FIG. 3 is a flow-
chart showing an intraoral three-dimensional measuring
method. FIG. 4 shows the intraoral three-dimensional
measuring method.
[0055] In more detail, FIG. 4(a) is an isometric view of
a wide range three-dimensional measuring state, FIG.
4(b) is an isometric view of a narrow range three-dimen-
sional measuring state, FIG. 4(c) shows a wide range
three-dimensional image Iw (corresponding to wide
range three-dimensional image information), FIG. 4(d)
shows a state where narrow range three-dimensional im-
ages In (corresponding to narrow range three-dimen-
sional image information) are overlapped on the wide
range three-dimensional image Iw, and FIG. 4 (e) shows
a synthetic three-dimensional image Ic (corresponding
to synthetic three-dimensional image information).
[0056] As shown in FIG. 1, the intraoral three-dimen-
sional measuring device 1 is for measuring a three-di-
mensional shape of an intraoral dental arch Da, and in-
cludes a handy scanner 10, a control unit 20 and a mon-
itor 30. The handy scanner 10 and the monitor 30 are
connected with the control unit 20.
[0057] The handy scanner 10 includes a handheld
housing main body 110 and a tip unit 120 (120a, 120b)
(corresponding to an exchangeable unit) detachable
from the housing main body 110.
[0058] The housing main body 110 accommodates a
light source 111, a pattern generation unit 112, and an
image capturing unit 113 (corresponding to an image
capturing element). The pattern generation unit 112 con-
verts projection light Lt, emitted from the light source 111
toward a tooth T as a measurement target, into structured
light having a desirable pattern. The image capturing unit
113 captures an image of an area irradiated with the pro-
jection light Lt. The housing main body 110 is connected
with the control unit 20 described below, and the light
source 111, the pattern generation unit 112 and the im-
age capturing unit 113 are controlled by a control/com-
putation device 21 included in the control unit 20.
[0059] In this example, the pattern generation unit 112
is, for example, a slit mask including light transmissive
portions and light blocking portions provided alternately
in a periodical manner. After passing the pattern gener-
ation unit 112, the projection light Lt emitted by the light
source 111 has a sinewave pattern. A combination of the
light source 111 and the pattern generation unit 112 may
be considered as a light source for structured light.
[0060] The light source 111 may be any of various light
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sources including a planar light source having a planar
light emitting portion, a point light source having a point-
like light emitting portion, and a strip light source having
a strip-like light emitting portion. The light source 111
maybe a single light source or an array light source in-
cluding a plurality of light sources. The light source 111
may emit light that is shaped by a lens, an optical fiber,
a light diffuser, a mask or the like.
[0061] In the case where the three-dimensional meas-
uring method used by the intraoral three-dimensional
measuring device 1 is a stereo method by use of a mul-
tiview camera, a plurality of image capturing units 113
are used. In the case where the three-dimensional meas-
uring method used by the intraoral three-dimensional
measuring device 1 is any other method, a single image
capturing unit 113 is used. In this example, the intraoral
three-dimensional measuring device 1 uses a phase shift
method, and a single image capturing unit 113 is used.
[0062] The image capturing unit 113 may be a CCD
(Charge Coupled Device) image sensor using a photo-
diode, a CMOS (Complementary MOS) image sensor,
or the like. In FIG. 2, a light input/output opening 121 is
on a bottom and tip side. Alternatively, the light input/out-
put opening 121 may be at any side.
[0063] The tip unit 120 is detachable from a tip of the
housing main body 110. The tip unit 120 includes a guide
path 130. The guide path 130 guides the projection light
Lt emitted from the light source 111 toward the tooth T
or the like as the measurement target and also guides
reflected light Lr reflected by the tooth T or the like. The
tip unit 120 also includes the light input/output opening
121 at a bottom surface on the tip side. Via the light in-
put/output opening 121, the projection light Lt is output
toward the tooth T, and the reflected light Lr reflected by
the tooth T is incident on the tip unit 120.
[0064] The guide path 130 includes a projection light
path 131 usable to guide the projection light Lt and a
reflected light path 132 usable to guide the reflected light
Lr.
[0065] There are two types of tip unit 120. One is a
wide range tip unit 120a usable to measure a wide range,
and the other is a narrow range tip unit 120b usable to
measure a range narrower than the wide range. The wide
range tip unit 120a and the narrow range tip unit 120b
are attachable to the housing main body 110 in an ex-
changeable manner.
[0066] The wide range tip unit 120a and the narrow
unit tip unit 120b include different types of guide path
130. The wide range tip unit 120a includes a wide range
guide path 130a usable to measure a wide range, and
the narrow unit tip unit 120b includes a narrow range
guide path 130b usable to measure a narrow range.
[0067] The wide range guide path 130a includes a wide
range projection light path 131a and a wide range reflect-
ed light path 132a. The narrow range guide path 130b
includes a narrow range projection light path 131b and
a narrow range reflected light path 132b. The size of
range to be measured may be adjusted by appropriately

designing the positions, the focal distances and the
number of lenses or any other optical element built in the
guide path 130 of the tip unit 120.
[0068] The control unit 20 connected with the handy
scanner 10 and the monitor 30 includes the control/com-
putation device 21, and a storage unit 22.
[0069] The control/computation device 21 controls the
light emission of the light source 111, a dynamic change
in the pattern of the structured light to be projected (e.g.,
a shift in the phase of the structured light when the phase
shift method is used, or a change in the focal position of
the structured light when the focus method is used), or
the image capturing of the image capturing unit 113. The
control/computation device 21 also computes a three-
dimensional shape based on the result of image captur-
ing performed by the image capturing unit 113 to gener-
ate a three-dimensional measurement image. The stor-
age unit 22 is connected with the control/computation
device 21 and stores a control program or the like usable
to control various data or devices connected thereto.
[0070] The monitor 30 is a display device such as a
liquid crystal display device or the like, and is connected
with the control unit 20. The monitor 30 is controlled by
the control unit 20 to display a three-dimensional meas-
urement image I or the like.
[0071] In FIG. 1, the control unit 20 and the handy scan-
ner 10 have different housings. In the case where the
entirety of, or a part of, the control unit 20 is sufficiently
small, the control unit 20 may be accommodated in the
housing main body 110 of the handy scanner 10.
[0072] The intraoral three-dimensional measuring de-
vice 1 having such a structure is used to accurately per-
form three-dimensional measurement on a wide meas-
urement range in the narrow intraoral space by the in-
traoral three-dimensional measuring method. Hereinaf-
ter, the intraoral three-dimensional measuring method
will be described with reference to FIG. 3 and FIG. 4.
[0073] In the following description, three-dimensional
measurement will be performed on the entirety of the
dental arch Da as the wide measurement range in the
narrow intraoral space.
[0074] In this case, the wide range tip unit 120a includ-
ing the wide range guide path 130a is attached to the
housing main body 110 of the handy scanner 10. First,
as shown in FIG. 4(a), a wide range Rw including the
entirety of the dental arch Da is subjected to three-di-
mensional measurement by the handy scanner 10 to ac-
quire wide range three-dimensional measurement infor-
mation (step s1 in FIG. 3). Based on the acquired wide
range three-dimensional measurement information, the
control/computation device 21 creates a wide range
three-dimensional image Iw (FIG. 4(c)). The wide range
three-dimensional image Iw is displayed on the monitor
30.
[0075] The wide range three-dimensional measure-
ment information is acquired by the handy scanner 10
including the wide range tip unit 120a including the wide
range guide path 130a and is on the entirety of the wide
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range Rw. Therefore, the information is of a low resolu-
tion, and the wide range three-dimensional image Iw cre-
ated based on this information is also of a low resolution.
The wide range three-dimensional image Iw often misses
three-dimensional information of dead angles and thus
is incomplete. In FIG. 4(c), FIG. 4(d) and FIG. 4(e), an
image of a low resolution is represented by the dashed
line, and an image of a high resolution described below
is represented by the solid line.
[0076] Next, as shown in FIG. 4(b), the narrow range
tip unit 120b including the narrow range guide path 130b
is attached to the housing main body 110 of the handy
scanner 10 in replacement of the wide range tip unit 120a.
A narrow range Rn including a small number of teeth T
of the dental arch Da is subjected to three-dimensional
measurement by the handy scanner 10 to acquire narrow
range three-dimensional measurement information (step
s2) . Based on the acquired narrow range three-dimen-
sional measurement information, the control/computa-
tion device 21 creates a narrow range three-dimensional
image In.
[0077] The narrow range three-dimensional measure-
ment information is acquired by the handy scanner 10
including the narrow range tip unit 130a including the
narrow range guide path 130b and is on the narrow range
Rn narrower than the wide range Rw. Therefore, the in-
formation is of a high resolution, and the narrow range
three-dimensional image In created based on this infor-
mation is also of a high resolution.
[0078] The narrow range three-dimensional image In
created by the control/computation device 21 is displayed
on the monitor 30 together with the wide range three-
dimensional image Iw. More specifically, as shown in
FIG. 4(d), an overlapping process is performed (step s3).
In the overlapping step, the narrow range three-dimen-
sional image In of a high resolution is overlapped on the
wide range three-dimensional image Iw of a low resolu-
tion to create a synthetic three-dimensional image Ic.
[0079] In more detail, the overlapping process is as
follows. Information on a characteristic portion (such in-
formation will be referred to as "characteristic portion in-
formation") included in the narrow range three-dimen-
sional measurement information displayed as the narrow
range three-dimensional image In, and information on a
characteristic portion included in the wide range three-
dimensional measurement information displayed as the
wide range three-dimensional image Iw are compared
against each other, and common characteristic portion
information (corresponding to intra-measurement range
position information) is extracted. By use of such com-
mon characteristic portion information, the narrow range
three-dimensional measurement information of a high
resolution (narrow range three-dimensional image In) is
overlapped on the wide range three-dimensional meas-
urement information of a low resolution (wide range
three-dimensional image Iw).
[0080] Such an overlapping process of overlapping the
narrow range three-dimensional image In of a high res-

olution on the wide range three-dimensional image Iw of
a low resolution to create the synthetic three-dimensional
image Ic (step s3) is performed a plurality of times in
repetition while the number of repetition has not reached
a predetermined number of times (step s4: No) until the
entirety of the dental arch Da is covered.
[0081] In the overlapping process shown in FIG. 4(d),
a plurality of narrow range three-dimensional images In
of right back portions of the dental arch Da are overlapped
on the wide range three-dimensional image Iw of the en-
tirety of the dental arch Da.
[0082] When the overlapping process of overlapping
the narrow range three-dimensional image In on the wide
range three-dimensional image Iw is performed the pre-
determine number of times, namely, when the plurality
of narrow range three-dimensional images In are over-
lapped on the entirety of the wide range three-dimension-
al image Iw (step s4: Yes), information on each of parts
of the wide range three-dimensional image Iw is over-
written with the corresponding narrow range three-di-
mensional image In. Thus, the synthetic three-dimen-
sional image Ic is created (step s5).
[0083] The handy scanner 10 may include a position
information acquisition unit 40 such as a GPS or the like
acquiring position information on the three-dimensional
measurement information (wide range three-dimension-
al measurement information, narrow range three-dimen-
sional measurement information) to be acquired. In this
case, based on the acquired position information (posi-
tion information acquisition step), synthetic three-dimen-
sional information (synthetic three-dimensional image Ic)
in which the position of each piece of narrow range three-
dimensional measurement information (narrow range
three-dimensional image In) is adjusted with respect to
the wide range three-dimensional measurement informa-
tion (wide range three-dimensional image Iw) is created.
[0084] In the above description, the wide range tip unit
120a or the narrow range tip unit 120b is attached to the
housing main body 110 in an exchangeable manner. The
hand scanner 10 may include an attachment error de-
tection unit 50 (FIG. 1) detecting an attachment error d
(FIG. 2) between the tip unit 120 and the housing main
body 110 at the time of exchange. In this case, the control
unit 20 may include a measurement result correction unit
23 (FIG. 1) correcting a three-dimensional measurement
result based on the attachment error d detected by the
attachment error detection unit 50.
[0085] In the above description, the wide range tip unit
120a or the narrow range tip unit 120b is attached to the
housing main body 110 in an exchangeable manner. Al-
ternatively, as shown in FIG. 5, an attachment 120c in-
cluding an additional guide path 130c may be attached
to the wide range tip unit 120a, so that a combination of
the wide range tip unit 120a and the attachment 120c is
used instead of the narrow range tip unit 120b.
[0086] In FIG. 5, the attachment 120c includes the light
input/output opening 121 at the bottom surface on the tip
side, like the tip unit 120. Alternatively, the light input/out-
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put opening 121 may be at any side. The additional guide
path 130c includes an additional projection light path
131c and an additional reflected light path 132c, like the
wide range guide path 130a.
[0087] In FIG. 5, a combination of the wide range tip
unit 120a and the attachment 120c is used in place of
the narrow range tip unit 120b. Alternatively, a combina-
tion of the narrow range tip unit 120b and an attachment
may be used in place of the wide range tip unit 120a. The
size of range to be measured may be adjusted by appro-
priately designing the positions, the focal distances and
the number of lenses or any other optical element built
in the guide paths in the tip unit and the attachment.
[0088] The attachment 120c may include an attach-
ment error detection unit detecting an attachment error
d’ (FIG. 5) between the wide range tip unit 120a and the
attachment 120c. In this case also, the control unit 20
may include a measurement result correction unit 23 cor-
recting a three-dimensional measurement result based
on the attachment error d’ detected by the attachment
error detection unit 50.
[0089] As shown in FIG. 6, a tip unit 120d may be at-
tached to the housing main body 110. The tip unit 120d
includes the wide range guide path 130a, the narrow
range guide path 130b, and an optical path switching unit
60 switching the optical path. The optical path switching
unit 60 is, for example, a mirror. In this case, the control
unit 20 may include a switch control unit 24 (FIG. 1) con-
trolling the optical path switching unit 60 to switch the
optical path.
[0090] In the example shown in FIG. 6, the tip unit 120d
includes the wide range guide path 130a and the narrow
range guide path 130b located side by side, and the op-
tical path is switched by the optical path switching unit
60. Alternatively, the tip unit 120d may include the wide
range guide path 130a and the additional guide path 130c
included in the attachment 120c coupled with each other
in series. In this case, the optical switching unit 60 switch-
es between a state where the light is guided by the ad-
ditional guide path 130c and a state where the light is not
guided by the additional guide path 130c. The size of
range to be measured may be adjusted by appropriately
selecting the positions, the focal distances and the
number of lenses or any other optical element built in the
guide path 130 by the switching operation.
[0091] As shown in FIG. 7, the handy scanner 10 may
include a tip unit 120e including a range adjustment guide
path 130e (including a range adjustment projection light
path 131e and a range adjustment reflected light path
132e) . The range adjustment guide path 130e adjusts
the measurement range from the wide range to the nar-
row range by, for example, using a focal distance adjust-
ing optical element such as a variable-focus lens (e.g.,
liquid lens), a spatial light modulator, a deformable mirror
or the like, or mechanically moving a lens or the like in-
cluded in the guide path.
[0092] In the above description, after all the narrow
range three-dimensional images In are overlapped on

the wide range three-dimensional images Iw (step s4:
Yes), the information on each part of the wide range
three-dimensional image Iw is overwritten with the cor-
responding narrow range three-dimensional image In
(step s5). Alternatively, after each narrow range three-
dimensional image In is overlapped on the wide range
three-dimensional image Iw (step s3), the information on
the corresponding part of the wide range three-dimen-
sional image Iw may be overwritten with the narrow range
three-dimensional image In.
[0093] In the above description, the wide range Rw in-
cluding the entirety of the dental arch Da is subjected to
three-dimensional measurement to acquire the wide
range three-dimensional measurement information, and
the wide range three-dimensional image Iw is created
based on the wide range three-dimensional measure-
ment information. Alternatively, the dental arch Da may
be divided into a plurality of wide ranges, which are sub-
jected to three-dimensional measurement.
[0094] In this case, the measurement is performed as
shown in FIG. 8. The wide range tip unit 120a including
the wide range guide path 130a is attached to the housing
main body 110 of the handy scanner 10. A wide range
including a part of the dental arch Da is subjected to three-
dimensional measurement by the handy scanner 10 to
acquire wide range three-dimensional measurement in-
formation (step t1).
[0095] Such a step is performed in repetition while the
number of repetition has not reached a predetermined
number of times (step t2: No). As a result of the step
being repeated the predetermined number of times (step
t2: Yes), the wide range three-dimensional measurement
information on the entirety of the dental arch Da is ac-
quired. For this step, a plurality of wide ranges are set
so as to cover the entirety of the dental arch Da and so
as to include overlap portions Rr.
[0096] Such a wide range Rr is a part of the dental arch
Da but is wider than the narrow range Rn. Therefore, the
number of times by which such a wide range is subjected
to three-dimensional measurement to measure the en-
tirety of the dental arch Da is smaller than the number of
times by which the narrow range Rn is subjected to three-
dimensional measurement to measure the entirety of the
dental arch Da.
[0097] Then, the acquired plurality of pieces of wide
range three-dimensional measurement information are
joined together by use of, as a joining reference, three-
dimensional measurement information on the overlap
portions Rr (step t3). As a result, entire joining measure-
ment information on the entirety of the dental arch Da is
created.
[0098] Based on the entire joining measurement infor-
mation, the control/computation device 21 creates a wide
range three-dimensional image Iw. In the meantime, a
narrow range Rn is subjected to three-dimensional meas-
urement to acquire narrow range three-dimensional
measurement information. Based on the acquired narrow
range three-dimensional measurement information, the
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control/computation device 21 creates a narrow range
three-dimensional image In (step t4). Then, an overlap-
ping process is performed (step t5); more specifically,
the narrow range three-dimensional image In is over-
lapped on the wide range three-dimensional image Iw to
create a synthetic three-dimensional image Ic. Such an
overlapping process is performed in repetition while the
number of repetition has not reached a predetermined
number of times (step t6: No).
[0099] When the overlapping process of overlapping
the narrow range three-dimensional image In on the wide
range three-dimensional image Iw is performed the pre-
determined number of times, namely, when the plurality
of narrow range three-dimensional images In are over-
lapped on the entirety of the wide range three-dimension-
al image Iw (step t6: Yes), the information on each of
parts of the wide range three-dimensional image Iw is
overwritten with the corresponding narrow range three-
dimensional image In. Thus, the synthetic three-dimen-
sional image Ic is created (step t7).
[0100] In the step of joining the plurality of pieces of
wide range three-dimensional measurement information
to create the entire joining measurement information and
creating the wide range three-dimensional image Iw
based on the entire joining measurement information,
the entire joining measurement information may be ad-
justed based on narrow range three-dimensional meas-
urement information including information on parts cor-
responding to the overlap portions Rr. The information
on such parts is usable as the joining reference.
[0101] In this case, the measurement is performed as
shown in FIG. 9. First, steps u1 through u3 corresponding
to step t1 through t3 in FIG. 8 are performed to create
entire joining measurement information on the entirety
of the dental arch Da.
[0102] Then, the narrow range tip unit 120b including
the narrow range light path 130b is attached to the hous-
ing main body 110 of the handy scanner 10. A narrow
range Rn including a plurality of teeth T of the dental arch
Da is subjected to three-dimensional measurement by
the handy scanner 10 to acquire narrow range three-
dimensional measurement information (step u4). In the
case where acquired narrow range three-dimensional
measurement information includes measurement infor-
mation on a part corresponding to an overlap portion Rr,
usable as the joining reference (step u5: Yes), it is de-
termined whether or not the joining of the corresponding
parts of the wide range three-dimensional measurement
information is to be adjusted based on the narrow range
three-dimensional measurement information (corre-
sponding to adjustment narrow range three-dimensional
measurement information) including the measurement
information on the part corresponding to the overlap por-
tion Rr. When it is determined to perform adjustment (step
u6: Yes), the adjustment is performed, and thus post-
adjustment entire joining measurement information is
created (step u7). The narrow range three-dimensional
measurement information is overlapped on the post-ad-

justment entire joining measurement information to cre-
ate synthetic three-dimensional information (step u8).
[0103] In the case where the acquired narrow range
three-dimensional measurement information does not in-
clude measurement information on the part correspond-
ing to the overlap portion Rr (step u5: No), or it is deter-
mined that the joining of the corresponding parts of the
wide range three-dimensional measurement information
is not to be adjusted (step u6: No), the narrow range
three-dimensional measurement information is over-
lapped on the entire joining measurement information
(step u8) . Such an operation is performed in repetition
while the number of repetition has not reached a prede-
termined number of times (step u9: No). When the narrow
range three-dimensional measurement information is
overlapped on the entirety of the entire joining measure-
ment information (step u9: Yes), the entire joining meas-
urement information is overwritten with the narrow range
three-dimensional measurement information to create a
synthetic three-dimensional image Ic (step u10).
[0104] There may be an operation mode in which even
if the condition for terminating the repetition in each of
steps s4, t2, t6, u2 and u9, the user terminates the meas-
urement by pressing a termination button or the like to
create the three-dimensional image Ic or Iw although be-
ing incomplete.
[0105] There may be an operation mode by which the
user resumes the measurement from the middle of the
repetition in each of steps s4, t2, t6, u2 and u9 by pressing
a resume switch or the like.
[0106] In the above description, the narrow range
three-dimensional image In of a high resolution is over-
lapped on the wide range three-dimensional image Iw of
a low resolution. Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 10, for
example, the wide range three-dimensional image Iw of
a low resolution may be displayed at a low brightness,
or the narrow range three-dimensional image In of a high
resolution may be displayed at a high brightness. The
wide range three-dimensional image Iw and the narrow
range three-dimensional image In may be displayed with
color, luminance or display pattern (e.g., in a continuously
lit up state, or a blinked state) being different between
the images. Needless to say, the brightness, color, lumi-
nance, display pattern and any other manner of display
may be varied in combination.
[0107] In the above description, the measurement tar-
get is the entirety of the dental arch Da. Alternatively, the
measurement target may be, for example, a part of the
dental arch Da.
[0108] As described above, the intraoral three-dimen-
sional measuring device 1 is used to perform a wide
range three-dimensional measurement information ac-
quisition step (step s1, t1, u1), a narrow range three-
dimensional measurement information acquisition step
(step s2, t4, u4), and a synthetic three-dimensional infor-
mation creation step (step s3, t5, u8). In the wide range
three-dimensional measurement information acquisition
step, a three-dimensional shape of the wide range Rw
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including the dental arch Da, which is a desirable meas-
urement range in an intraoral space, is measured to ac-
quire wide range three-dimensional measurement infor-
mation. In the narrow range three-dimensional measure-
ment information acquisition step, three-dimensional
shapes of the narrow ranges Rn, which are narrower than
the wide range Rw, are measured to acquire a plurality
of pieces of narrow range three-dimensional measure-
ment information. In the synthetic three-dimensional in-
formation creation step, the plurality of pieces of narrow
range three-dimensional measurement information are
located based on the wide range three-dimensional
measurement information to create synthetic three-di-
mensional information on the measurement range. In this
step, each piece of narrow range three-dimensional
measurement information is located by use of, as a syn-
thesis reference, intra-measurement range position in-
formation (characteristic portion information) common to
the wide range three-dimensional measurement informa-
tion and the narrow range three-dimensional measure-
ment information. The synthetic three-dimensional infor-
mation on the measurement range created in this manner
includes the narrow range three-dimensional measure-
ment information based on the wide range three-dimen-
sional measurement information. The accumulation of
errors, which is a problem of the conventional measuring
device Z, is not caused. Thus, three-dimensional meas-
urement on the dental arch Da, which is a wide meas-
urement range in the narrow intraoral space, is accurately
performed.
[0109] The wide range three-dimensional measure-
ment information acquired by measurement on the three-
dimensional shape of the wide range Rw is used to create
the wide range three-dimensional image Iw. The narrow
range three-dimensional measurement information ac-
quired by measurement on the three-dimensional shape
of the narrow range Rn is used to create the narrow range
three-dimensional images In. In the synthetic three-di-
mensional information creation step (step s3, t5, u8), the
synthetic three-dimensional image Ic is created based
on the synthetic three-dimensional information. In this
manner, the measurement information on the entirety of
the measurement range is displayed as an image. This
allows the user to make an operation while visually check-
ing the measurement results, and thus improves the op-
erability.
[0110] In the narrow range three-dimensional meas-
urement information acquisition step (step s2, t4, u4), the
narrow range three-dimensional measurement informa-
tion is acquired at a higher resolution than that of the
wide range three-dimensional measurement informa-
tion. Therefore, the resultant synthetic three-dimensional
information (synthetic three-dimensional image Ic) of the
measurement range includes the narrow range three-
dimensional measurement information of a high resolu-
tion based on the wide range three-dimensional meas-
urement information with no accumulation of errors.
Thus, three-dimensional measurement on the entirety of

the measurement range is performed at a high resolution.
[0111] When the narrow range three-dimensional
measurement information (narrow range three-dimen-
sional image In) is located on the wide range three-di-
mensional measurement information (wide range three-
dimensional image Iw), the part of the wide range three-
dimensional measurement information corresponding to
the narrow range three-dimensional measurement infor-
mation is overwritten with the narrow range three-dimen-
sional measurement information (step s5, t7, u10).
Therefore, the information amount of the synthetic three-
dimensional information is decreased.
[0112] The wide range three-dimensional measure-
ment information is acquired by measurement on the
shape of the entirety of the dental arch Da. The resultant
synthetic three-dimensional information is more accurate
than synthetic three-dimensional information created in
the case where a plurality of pieces of information on
ranges narrower than the wide range Rw and wider than
the narrow range Rn are joined together at overlapping
portions to provide wide range three-dimensional meas-
urement information on the entirety of the measurement
range.
[0113] The wide range three-dimensional image Iw
(wide range three-dimensional measurement informa-
tion) and the narrow range three-dimensional image In
(narrow range three-dimensional measurement informa-
tion) both created by the above-described intraoral three-
dimensional measuring method may be displayed on the
monitor 30 in an overlapping manner. In this case, the
synthetic three-dimensional image Ic is created while a
state where the narrow range three-dimensional image
In is overlapped on the wide range three-dimensional
image Iw is displayed. Therefore, the synthesis operation
is performed while the synthesis state is visually checked,
and thus the synthetic three-dimensional information is
created more accurately.
[0114] The handy scanner 10 includes the light source
111; the pattern generation unit 112 converting the pro-
jection light Lt, emitted from the light source 111 toward
the tooth T as a measurement target, into structured light
having a desirable pattern; the guide path 130 (130a,
130b, 130c, 130e) guiding the projection light Lt emitted
from the light source 111 toward the dental arch Da and
also guiding the reflected light Lr reflected by the dental
arch Da; the image capturing unit 113 capturing an area
irradiated with the projection light Lt; and the handheld
housing main body 110 accommodating the light source
111, the pattern generation unit 112 and the image cap-
turing unit 113. Therefore, three-dimensional measure-
ment on a measurement range in the narrow intraoral
space is performed at high precision.
[0115] The handy scanner 10 may use the wide range
tip unit 120a or the narrow range tip unit 120b in an ex-
changeable manner to change the measurement range.
The wide range tip unit 120a and the narrow range tip
unit 120b are detachable from the housing main body
110. In this case, the measurement range is switched to
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the wide measurement range or to the narrow measure-
ment range by merely exchanging the tip unit 120. One
handy scanner 10 is usable to perform three-dimensional
measurement on the entirety of the measurement range
at high precision.
[0116] Preferably, the attachment error detection unit
50 detecting an attachment error d between the tip unit
120a or 120b and the housing main body 110, and the
measurement result correction unit 23 correcting the
measurement result based on the attachment error d,
are further provided.
[0117] As shown in FIG. 5, the handy scanner 10 may
use the attachment 120c. The attachment 120c includes
the additional guide path 130c and is attachable to the
wide range tip unit 120a, attached to the housing main
body 110, to change the measurement range. In this
case, the measurement range is switched to the wide
measurement range or the narrow measurement range
by merely attaching or detaching the attachment 120c.
One handy scanner 10 is usable to perform three-dimen-
sional measurement on the entirety of the measurement
range at high precision.
[0118] Preferably, the attachment error detection unit
50 detecting an attachment error d’ between the attach-
ment 120c and the housing main body 110, and the
measurement result correction unit 23 correcting the
measurement result based on the attachment error d’,
are further provided.
[0119] As shown in FIG. 6, the handy scanner 10 may
use the tip unit 120d including the optical path switching
unit 60 switching the guide path to the wide range guide
path 130a usable to measure the wide range or to the
narrow range guide path 130b usable to measure the
narrow range. Inthiscase, one handy scanner 10 is usa-
ble to perform three-dimensional measurement on the
entirety of the measurement range at high precision by
merely switching the measurement range to the wide
measurement range or to the narrow measurement
range with a simple structure.
[0120] The handy scanner 10 may include the position
information acquisition unit 40, so that the position infor-
mation acquisition step is performed. In the position in-
formation acquisition step, the position information on
each of the narrow range three-dimensional measure-
ment information and the wide range three-dimensional
measurement information is acquired. In the synthetic
three-dimensional information creation step (step s3, t5,
u8), the synthetic three-dimensional information is ad-
justed based on the position information acquired in the
position information acquisition step. The resultant syn-
thetic three-dimensional information is more precise and
more accurate.
[0121] As shown in FIG. 8, an entire joining measure-
ment information creation step (step t3, u3) may be per-
formed. In the entire joining measurement information
creation step, a plurality of pieces of wide range three-
dimensional measurement information are located by
use of, as the joining reference, wide range position in-

formation common to adjacent pieces of wide range
three-dimensional measurement information, to create
the entire joining measurement information on the entire-
ty of the measurement range. In this case, the synthetic
three-dimensional information is created more accurate-
ly even on a wider measurement range.
[0122] As shown in FIG. 9, at least one of the plurality
of narrow range three-dimensional measurement infor-
mation is used as narrow range three-dimensional meas-
urement information (adjustment narrow range three-di-
mensional measurement information) including informa-
tion on the part corresponding to the overlap portion Rr,
which is usable as the joining reference. Before the syn-
thetic three-dimensional information creation step (step
s3, t5, u8), an entire joining measurement information
adjustment step (step u7) may be performed. In the entire
joining measurement information adjustment step, the
entire joining measurement information is adjusted
based on the narrow range three-dimensional measure-
ment information (adjustment narrow range three-dimen-
sional measurement information) . In this case, the entire
joining measurement information is adjusted based on
clearer characteristic portion information. Therefore, the
synthetic three-dimensional information is created more
accurately even on a wider measurement range.
[0123] As shown in FIG. 10, the wide range three-di-
mensional image Iw and the narrow range three-dimen-
sional image In may be displayed on the monitor 30 in
an overlapping manner with at least one of brightness,
color, luminance and display pattern being different be-
tween the two types of images. In this case, the narrow
range three-dimensional image In is clearly recognizable
against the wide range three-dimensional image Iw.
Therefore, the synthetic three-dimensional information
is created more accurately.
[0124] The wide range three-dimensional measure-
ment information acquisition step according to the
present invention corresponds to step s1, t1 or u1 in the
above-described embodiment. Similarly,
the narrow range three-dimensional measurement infor-
mation acquisition step corresponds to step s2, t4 or u4;
the synthetic three-dimensional information creation step
corresponds to step s3, t5 or u8;
the wide range three-dimensional image information cor-
responds to the wide range three-dimensional image Iw;
the narrow range three-dimensional image information
corresponds to the narrow range three-dimensional im-
age In;
the synthetic three-dimensional image information cor-
responds to the synthetic three-dimensional image Ic;
the overwriting process corresponds to step s5, t7 or u10;
the entire joining measurement information creation step
corresponds to step t3 or u3;
the adjustment narrow range three-dimensional meas-
urement information corresponds to the narrow range
three-dimensional measurement information including
information on a part corresponding to the overlap portion
Rr;

21 22 



EP 3 486 604 B1

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the entire joining measurement information adjustment
step corresponds to step u7;
the measurement information acquisition unit and the
three-dimensional measuring element each correspond
to the handy scanner 10;
the synthetic three-dimensional information creation unit
corresponds to the control/computation device 21;
the position information acquisition unit corresponds to
the position information acquisition unit 40;
the measurement target corresponds to the dental arch
Da;
the guide path corresponds to the guide path 130, the
wide range guide path 130a, the narrow range guide path
130b, the additional guide path 130c, or the range ad-
justment guide path 130e;
the image capturing element corresponds to the image
capturing unit 113;
the wide range guide path corresponds to the wide range
guide path 130a;
the narrow range guide path corresponds to the narrow
range guide path 130b;
the switching unit corresponds to the optical path switch-
ing unit 60; and
the exchangeable unit corresponds to the wide range tip
unit 120a or the narrow range tip unit 120b.
[0125] The present invention is not limited to the
above-described embodiment, and may be carried out
in any of many various embodiments.
[0126] For example, in the above description, the de-
sirable measurement range is the dental arch Da. Alter-
natively, the desirable measurement range may be a part
of the dental arch Da, or the entirety of, or a part of, eden-
tulous jaw.
[0127] The above-described position information is not
limited to being acquired by the position information ac-
quisition unit 40 such as a GPS or the like, and may be
acquired by a position sensor measuring a relative posi-
tion with respect to the intraoral space. Alternatively, the
position information may be acquired by an acceleration
sensor, a velocity sensor, a gyro sensor, an azimuthal
sensor, a posture sensor, or a combination of any of these
sensors.
[0128] The handy scanner 10 may include a light
source for illumination instead of, or in addition to, the
light source 111.
[0129] In the above description, in the state where the
narrow range three-dimensional measurement informa-
tion (narrow range three-dimensional image In) is over-
lapped on the wide range three-dimensional measure-
ment information (wide range three-dimensional image
Iw), the part of the wide range three-dimensional meas-
urement information corresponding to the narrow range
three-dimensional measurement information is overwrit-
ten with the narrow range three-dimensional measure-
ment information (step s5, t7, u10). Alternatively, the nar-
row range three-dimensional measurement information
may be merely overlapped on the wide range three-di-
mensional measurement information, but the wide range

three-dimensional measurement information does not
need to be overwritten with the narrow range three-di-
mensional measurement information.

[Description of the Reference Numerals]

[0130]

1 Intraoral three-dimensional measur-
ing device

10 Handy scanner
21 Control/computation device
40 Position information acquisition unit
60 Optical path switching unit
110 Housing main body
111 Light source
112 Pattern generation unit
113 Image capturing unit
120, 120d, 120e Tip unit
120a Wide range tip unit
120b Narrow range tip unit
120c Attachment
130 Guide path
130a Wide range guide path
130b Narrow range guide path
130c Additional guide path
130e Range adjustment guide path
Da Dental arch
Ic Synthetic three-dimensional image
In Narrow range three-dimensional im-

age
Iw Wide range three-dimensional im-

age
Lr Reflected light
Lt Projection light

Claims

1. An intraoral three-dimensional measuring method,
comprising:

a wide range three-dimensional measurement
information acquisition step (s1, t1, u1) of ac-
quiring wide range three-dimensional measure-
ment information (Iw) on a three-dimensional
shape measured on a wide range (Rw) in a de-
sirable measurement range in an intraoral
space;
a narrow range three-dimensional measure-
ment information acquisition step (s2, t4, u4) of
acquiring a plurality of pieces of narrow range
three-dimensional measurement information
(In) each on a three-dimensional shape meas-
ured on a narrow range (Rn) narrower than the
wide range (Rw) in the measurement range; and
a synthetic three-dimensional information crea-
tion step (s3, t5, u8) of repeatedly locating each
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of the plurality of pieces of narrow range three-
dimensional measurement information at its re-
spective position based on the wide range three-
dimensional measurement information (In) by
use of, as a synthesis reference, intra-measure-
ment range position information common to the
wide range three-dimensional measurement in-
formation (Iw) and each of the plurality of pieces
of narrow range three-dimensional measure-
ment information (In), to create synthetic three-
dimensional information on the measurement
range.

2. An intraoral three-dimensional measuring method
according to claim 1,
the wide range three-dimensional measurement in-
formation being used to create wide range three-di-
mensional image information (Iw) on the three-di-
mensional shape of the wide range (Rw);
the plurality of pieces of narrow range three-dimen-
sional measurement information each being used to
create narrow range three-dimensional image infor-
mation (In) on the three-dimensional shape of the
narrow range (Rn); and
in the synthetic three-dimensional information crea-
tion step, synthetic three-dimensional image infor-
mation (Ic) being created based on the synthetic
three-dimensional information.

3. An intraoral three-dimensional measuring method
according to claim 1 or 2, wherein in the narrow range
three-dimensional measurement information acqui-
sition step (s2, t4, u4), the plurality of pieces of nar-
row range three-dimensional measurement informa-
tion (In) being measured at a higher resolution than
that of the wide range three-dimensional measuring
information (Iw).

4. An intraoral three-dimensional measuring method
according to any one of claims 1 through 3, wherein
in the synthetic three-dimensional information crea-
tion step (s3, t5, u8), the synthetic three-dimensional
information (Ic) being created by use of, as intra-
measurement range position information, character-
istic portion information common to each of the plu-
rality of pieces of narrow range three-dimensional
measurement information (In) and the wide range
three-dimensional measurement information (Iw).

5. An intraoral three-dimensional measuring method
according to any one of claims 1 through 4, further
comprising a position information acquisition step of
acquiring position information on each of the plurality
of pieces of narrow range three-dimensional meas-
urement information (In) and acquiring position in-
formation on the wide range three-dimensional
measurement information (Iw);
in the synthetic three-dimensional information crea-

tion step (s3, t5, u8), the synthetic three-dimensional
information (Ic) being adjusted based on the position
information acquired in the position information ac-
quisition step.

6. An intraoral three-dimensional measuring method
according to any one of claims 1 through 5, wherein
in the synthetic three-dimensional information crea-
tion step (s3, t5, u8), a part of the wide range three-
dimensional measurement information (Iw) corre-
sponding to each piece of narrow range three-dimen-
sional measurement information (In) being overwrit-
ten (s5, t7, u10) with the each piece of narrow range
three-dimensional measurement information (In).

7. An intraoral three-dimensional measuring method
according to any one of claims 1 through 6, the wide
range three-dimensional measurement information
(Iw) being entire measurement information on a
shape of the entirety of the measurement range.

8. An intraoral three-dimensional measuring method
according to any one of claims 1 through 6, further
comprising an entire joining measurement informa-
tion creation step (t3, u3) of locating a plurality of
pieces of the wide range three-dimensional meas-
urement information (Iw) by use of, as a joining ref-
erence, wide range position information common to
adjacent pieces of wide range three-dimensional
measurement information (Iw), to create entire join-
ing measurement information on the entirety of the
measurement range.

9. An intraoral three-dimensional measuring method
according to claim 8,
at least one of the plurality of pieces of the narrow
range three-dimensional measurement information
(In) being adjustment narrow range three-dimen-
sional measurement information including measure-
ment information on a part corresponding to the wide
range position information (Iw); and
the intraoral three-dimensional measuring method
further comprising an entire joining measurement in-
formation adjustment step (u6, u7) of adjusting the
entire joining measurement information based on the
adjustment narrow range three-dimensional meas-
urement information located in the synthetic three-
dimensional information creation step.

10. An intraoral three-dimensional measurement result
display method for creating images based on the
wide range three-dimensional measurement infor-
mation (Iw) and the plurality of pieces of narrow
range three-dimensional measurement information
(In) by the intraoral three-dimensional measuring
method according to any one of claims 1 through 9
and displaying the images in an overlapping manner.
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11. An intraoral three-dimensional measurement result
display method according to claim 10, the wide range
three-dimensional measurement information (Iw)
and the plurality of pieces of narrow range three-
dimensional measurement information (In) dis-
played as the images in an overlapping manner be-
ing displayed with at least one of brightness, color,
luminance and display pattern being different be-
tween the images.

12. An intraoral three-dimensional measuring device,
comprising:

a measurement information acquisition unit (20,
21) adapted to acquire wide range three-dimen-
sional measurement information (Iw) on a three-
dimensional shape measured on a wide range
(Rw) in a desirable measurement range in an
intraoral space, and to acquire a plurality of piec-
es of narrow range three-dimensional measure-
ment information (In) each on a three-dimen-
sional shape measured on a narrow range (Rn)
narrower than the wide range (Rw) in the meas-
urement range; and
a synthetic three-dimensional information crea-
tion unit (20, 21) adapted to repeatedly locate
each of the plurality of pieces of narrow range
three-dimensional measurement information
(In) at its respective position based on the wide
range three-dimensional measurement infor-
mation (Iw) by use of, as a synthesis reference,
intra-measurement range position information
common to the wide range three-dimensional
measurement information and each of the plu-
rality of pieces of narrow range three-dimension-
al measurement information, to create synthetic
three-dimensional information (Ic) on the meas-
urement range.

13. An intraoral three-dimensional measuring device ac-
cording to claim 12, further being adapted
to use the wide range three-dimensional measure-
ment information (Iw) to create wide range three-
dimensional image information on the three-dimen-
sional shape of the wide range; and
to use each of the plurality of pieces of narrow range
three-dimensional measurement information (In) to
create narrow range three-dimensional image infor-
mation on the three-dimensional shape of the narrow
range;
wherein the synthetic three-dimensional information
creation unit (20, 21) is adapted to create synthetic
three-dimensional image information (Ic) based on
the synthetic three-dimensional information.

14. An intraoral three-dimensional measuring device ac-
cording to claim 12 or 13, further being adapted to
measure the plurality of pieces of narrow range

three-dimensional measurement information (In) at
a higher resolution than that of the wide range three-
dimensional measuring information (Iw).

15. An intraoral three-dimensional measuring device ac-
cording to any one of claims 12 through 14, wherein
the synthetic three-dimensional information creation
unit (20, 21) is adapted to create the synthetic three-
dimensional information (Ic) by use of, as the intra-
measurement range position information, character-
istic portion information common to the each of plu-
rality of pieces of narrow range three-dimensional
measurement information (In) and the wide range
three-dimensional measurement information (Iw).

16. An intraoral three-dimensional measuring device ac-
cording to any one of claims 12 through 15, further
comprising a position information acquisition unit
(40) adapted to acquire position information on each
of the plurality of pieces of narrow range three-di-
mensional measurement information (In) and acquir-
ing position information on the wide range three-di-
mensional measurement information (Iw);
the synthetic three-dimensional information creation
unit (20, 21) being adapted to adjust the synthetic
three-dimensional information (Ic) based on the po-
sition information acquired by the position informa-
tion acquisition unit (40).

17. An intraoral three-dimensional measuring device ac-
cording to any one of claims 12 through 16, the meas-
urement information acquisition unit (20, 21) com-
prising a three-dimensional measurement element
including:

a light source (111) emitting projection light to-
ward a measurement target;
an image capturing element (113) capturing an
image of an area irradiated with the projection
light;
a guide path (132) guiding light reflected by the
measurement target toward the image capturing
element (113); and
a handheld housing (110) accommodating the
light source (111), the guide path (132) and the
image capturing element (113).

18. An intraoral three-dimensional measuring device ac-
cording to claim 17, the guide path including:

a wide range guide path (132a) usable to meas-
ure the wide range;
a narrow range guide path (132b) usable to
measure the narrow range; and
a switching unit (20, 21) switching the guide path
to the wide range guide path (132a) or to the
narrow range guide path (132b).
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19. An intraoral three-dimensional measuring device ac-
cording to claim 17 or 18, wherein a part of the hous-
ing (110) includes an exchangeable unit (120) that
includes at least the guide path (132) and is detach-
able and exchangeable to change the measurement
range.

20. An intraoral three-dimensional measuring device ac-
cording to claim 17 or 18, further comprising an at-
tachment (120) that includes at least the guide path
(132) and is detachable from the housing (110) to
change the measurement range.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen Mes-
sung, aufweisend:

einen Schritt (s1, t1, u1) zur Erfassung einer
dreidimensionalen Messinformation über einen
weiten Bereich, um eine dreidimensionale Mes-
sinformation (Iw) über einen weiten Bereich
über eine dreidimensionale Form zu erfassen,
die über einen weiten Bereich (Rw) in einem er-
wünschten Messbereich in einem intraoralen
Raum vermessen wird;
einen Schritt (s2, t4, u4) zur Erfassung einer
dreidimensionalen Messinformation über einen
schmalen Bereich, um jeweils eine Vielzahl von
Stücken einer dreidimensionalen Messinforma-
tion (In) über einen schmalen Bereich über eine
dreidimensionale Form zu erfassen, die über ei-
nen schmalen Bereich (Rn), der schmaler als
der weite Bereich (Rw) ist, im Messbereich ver-
messen wird; und
einen Schritt (s3, t5, u8) zur Erzeugung einer
synthetischen dreidimensionalen Information,
um jedes der Vielzahl von Stücken einer dreidi-
mensionalen Messinformation über einen
schmalen Bereich an dessen jeweiliger Position
basierend auf der dreidimensionalen Messinfor-
mation (Iw) über einen weiten Bereich unter Ver-
wendung, als Synthese-Referenz, einer Infor-
mation über Positionen von Intra-Messberei-
chen wiederholt zu lokalisieren, die der dreidi-
mensionalen Messinformation (Iw) über einen
weiten Bereich und jedem der Vielzahl von Stü-
cken einer dreidimensionalen Messinformation
(In) über einen schmalen Bereich gemeinsam
ist, um eine synthetische dreidimensionale In-
formation über den Messbereich zu erzeugen.

2. Verfahren zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen Mes-
sung nach Anspruch 1,
wobei die dreidimensionale Messinformation über
einen weiten Bereich verwendet wird, um eine drei-
dimensionale Bildinformation (Iw) über einen weiten

Bereich über die dreidimensionale Form des weiten
Bereichs (Rw) zu erzeugen;
die Vielzahl von Stücken einer dreidimensionalen
Messinformation über einen schmalen Bereich je-
weils verwendet wird, um eine dreidimensionale
Bildinformation (In) über einen schmalen Bereich
über die dreidimensionale Form des schmalen Be-
reichs (Rw) zu erzeugen; und
im Schritt zur Erzeugung einer synthetischen dreidi-
mensionalen Information basierend auf der synthe-
tischen dreidimensionalen Information eine synthe-
tische dreidimensionale Bildinformation (Ic) erzeugt
wird.

3. Verfahren zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen Mes-
sung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei in dem Schritt
(s2, t4, u4) zur Erfassung einer dreidimensionalen
Messinformation über einen schmalen Bereich die
Vielzahl von Stücken einer dreidimensionalen Mes-
sinformation (In) über einen schmalen Bereich mit
einer höheren Auflösung als derjenigen der dreidi-
mensionalen Messinformation (Iw) über einen wei-
ten Bereich gemessen wird.

4. Verfahren zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen Mes-
sung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei in
dem Schritt (s3, t5, u8) zur Erzeugung einer synthe-
tischen dreidimensionalen Information die syntheti-
sche dreidimensionalen Information (Ic) unter Ver-
wendung, als Information über Positionen von Intra-
Messbereichen, einer charakteristischen Teilinfor-
mation erzeugt wird, die jedem der Vielzahl von Stü-
cken einer dreidimensionalen Messinformation (In)
über einen schmalen Bereich und der dreidimensi-
onalen Messinformation (Iw) über einen weiten Be-
reich gemeinsam ist.

5. Verfahren zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen Mes-
sung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4, ferner auf-
weisend einen Schritt zur Erfassung einer Positions-
information, um eine Positionsinformation über je-
des der Vielzahl von Stücken einer dreidimensiona-
len Messinformation (In) über einen schmalen Be-
reich zu erfassen und eine Positionsinformation über
die dreidimensionale Messinformation (Iw) über ei-
nen weiten Bereich zu erfassen;
wobei in dem Schritt (s3, t5, u8) zur Erzeugung einer
synthetischen dreidimensionalen Information die
synthetische dreidimensionale Information (Ic) ba-
sierend auf der Positionsinformation, die in dem
Schritt zur Erfassung einer Positionsinformation er-
fasst wurde, justiert wird.

6. Verfahren zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen Mes-
sung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 5, wobei in
dem Schritt (s3, t5, u8) zur Erzeugung einer synthe-
tischen dreidimensionalen Information ein Teil der
dreidimensionalen Messinformation (Iw) über einen
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weiten Bereich, der je einem Stück einer dreidimen-
sionalen Messinformation (In) über einen schmalen
Bereich entspricht, mit dem jeweiligen Stück einer
dreidimensionalen Messinformation (In) über einen
schmalen Bereich überschrieben (s5, t7, u10) wird.

7. Verfahren zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen Mes-
sung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 6, wobei die
dreidimensionale Messinformation (Iw) über einen
weiten Bereich eine vollständige Messinformation
über eine Form des gesamten Messbereichs ist.

8. Verfahren zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen Mes-
sung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 6, ferner auf-
weisend einen Schritt (t3, u3) zur Erzeugung einer
vollständigen, sich aneinanderfügenden Messinfor-
mation, um eine Vielzahl von Stücken der dreidimen-
sionalen Messinformation (Iw) über einen weiten Be-
reich unter Verwendung, als Referenz zum Anein-
anderfügen, einer Positionsinformation über einen
weiten Bereich zu lokalisieren, die benachbarten
Stücken einer dreidimensionalen Messinformation
(Iw) über einen weiten Bereich gemeinsam ist, um
eine vollständige, sich aneinanderfügende Messin-
formation über den gesamten Messbereich zu er-
zeugen.

9. Verfahren zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen Mes-
sung nach Anspruch 8,
wobei zumindest eines der Vielzahl von Stücken der
dreidimensionalen Messinformation (In) über einen
schmalen Bereich eine dreidimensionale Messinfor-
mation über einen schmalen Bereich für eine Justie-
rung ist, die eine Messinformation über einen Teil
enthält, der der Positionsinformation (Iw) über einen
weiten Bereich entspricht; und
das Verfahren zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen
Messung ferner einen Schritt (u6, u7) zur Justierung
einer vollständigen, sich aneinanderfügenden Mes-
sinformation aufweist, um die vollständige, sich an-
einanderfügende Messinformation basierend auf
der dreidimensionalen Messinformation über einen
schmalen Bereich für eine Justierung zu justieren,
die im Schritt zur Erzeugung einer synthetischen
dreidimensionalen Information lokalisiert wird.

10. Verfahren zur Anzeige von Ergebnissen einer intra-
oralen dreidimensionalen Messung zum Erzeugen
von Bildern, basierend auf der dreidimensionalen
Messinformation (Iw) über einen weiten Bereich und
der Vielzahl von Stücken einer dreidimensionalen
Messinformation (In) über einen schmalen Bereich,
durch das Verfahren zur intraoralen dreidimensio-
nalen Messung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 9
und überlappenden Anzeigen der Bilder.

11. Verfahren zur Anzeige von Ergebnissen einer intra-
oralen dreidimensionalen Messung nach Anspruch

10, wobei die dreidimensionale Messinformation
(Iw) über einen weiten Bereich und die Vielzahl von
Stücken einer dreidimensionalen Information (In)
über einen schmalen Bereich, die als die Bilder über-
lappend angezeigt werden, angezeigt werden, wo-
bei zwischen den Bildern eine Helligkeit, eine Farbe,
eine Leuchtstärke und/oder ein Anzeigemuster ver-
schieden sind/ist.

12. Vorrichtung zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen Mes-
sung, aufweisend:

eine Einheit (20, 21) zur Erfassung einer Mess-
information, die dafür geeignet ist, eine dreidi-
mensionale Messinformation (Iw) über einen
weiten Bereich über eine dreidimensionale
Form zu erfassen, die über einen weiten Bereich
(Rw) in einem erwünschten Messbereich in ei-
nem intraoralen Raum vermessen wird, und je-
weils eine Vielzahl von Stücken einer dreidimen-
sionalen Messinformation (In) über einen
schmalen Bereich über eine dreidimensionale
Form zu erfassen, die über einen schmalen Be-
reich (Rn), der schmaler als der weite Bereich
(Rw) ist, im Messbereich vermessen wird; und
eine Einheit (20, 21) zur Erzeugung einer syn-
thetischen dreidimensionalen Information, die
dafür geeignet ist, jedes der Vielzahl von Stü-
cken einer dreidimensionalen Messinformation
(In) über einen schmalen Bereich an dessen je-
weiliger Position basierend auf der dreidimensi-
onalen Messinformation (Iw) über einen weiten
Bereich unter Verwendung, als Synthese-Refe-
renz, einer Information über Positionen von Int-
ra-Messbereichen wiederholt zu lokalisieren,
die der dreidimensionalen Messinformation
über einen weiten Bereich und jedem der Viel-
zahl von Stücken einer dreidimensionalen Mes-
sinformation über einen schmalen Bereich ge-
meinsam ist, um eine synthetische dreidimensi-
onale Information (Ic) über den Messbereich zu
erzeugen.

13. Vorrichtung zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen Mes-
sung nach Anspruch 12, wobei sie ferner dafür ge-
eignet ist,
die dreidimensionale Messinformation (Iw) über ei-
nen weiten Bereich zu verwenden, um eine dreidi-
mensionale Bildinformation über einen weiten Be-
reich über die dreidimensionale Form des weiten Be-
reichs zu erzeugen; und
jedes der Vielzahl von Stücken einer dreidimensio-
nalen Messinformation (In) über einen schmalen Be-
reich zu verwenden, um eine dreidimensionale Bild-
information über einen schmalen Bereich über die
dreidimensionale Form des schmalen Bereichs zu
erzeugen; und
wobei die Einheit (20, 21) zur Erzeugung einer syn-
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thetischen dreidimensionalen Information dafür ge-
eignet ist, basierend auf der synthetischen dreidi-
mensionalen Information eine synthetische dreidi-
mensionale Bildinformation (Ic) zu erzeugen.

14. Vorrichtung zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen Mes-
sung nach Anspruch 12 oder 13, wobei sie ferner
dafür geeignet ist, die Vielzahl von Stücken einer
dreidimensionalen Information (In) über einen
schmalen Bereich mit einer höheren Auflösung als
derjenigen der dreidimensionalen Messinformation
(Iw) über einen weiten Bereich zu messen.

15. Vorrichtung zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen Mes-
sung nach einem der Ansprüche 12 bis 14, wobei
die Einheit (20, 21) zur Erzeugung einer syntheti-
schen dreidimensionalen Information dafür geeignet
ist, die synthetische dreidimensionalen Information
(Ic) unter Verwendung, als Information über Positi-
onen von Intra-Messbereichen, einer charakteristi-
schen Teilinformation zu erzeugen, die jedem der
Vielzahl von Stücken einer dreidimensionalen Mes-
sinformation (In) über einen schmalen Bereich und
der dreidimensionalen Messinformation (Iw) über ei-
nen weiten Bereich gemeinsam ist.

16. Vorrichtung zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen Mes-
sung nach einem der Ansprüche 12 bis 15, ferner
aufweisend eine Einheit (40) zur Erfassung einer Po-
sitionsinformation, die dafür geeignet ist, eine Posi-
tionsinformation über jedes der Vielzahl von Stücken
einer dreidimensionalen Messinformation (In) über
einen schmalen Bereich zu erfassen und eine Posi-
tionsinformation über die dreidimensionale Messin-
formation (Iw) über einen weiten Bereich zu erfas-
sen;
wobei die Einheit (20, 21) zur Erzeugung einer syn-
thetischen dreidimensionalen Information dafür ge-
eignet ist, die synthetische dreidimensionale Infor-
mation (Ic) basierend auf der Positionsinformation,
die durch die Einheit (40) zur Erfassung einer Posi-
tionsinformation erfasst wird, zu justieren.

17. Vorrichtung zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen Mes-
sung nach einem der Ansprüche 12 bis 16, wobei
die Einheit (20, 21) zur Erfassung einer Messinfor-
mation ein Element zur dreidimensionalen Messung
aufweist, welches umfasst:

eine Lichtquelle (111), die ein Projektionslicht in
Richtung eines Messziels emittiert;
eine Bildaufnahmeeinheit (113), das ein Bild ei-
ner mit dem Projektionslicht bestrahlten Fläche
aufnimmt;
einen Leitweg (132), der vom Messziel reflek-
tiertes Licht in Richtung des Bildaufnahmeele-
ments (113) leitet; und
ein in der Hand zu haltendes Gehäuse (110),

das die Lichtquelle (111), den Leitweg (132) und
das Bildaufnahmeelement (113) beherbergt.

18. Vorrichtung zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen Mes-
sung nach Anspruch 17, wobei der Leitweg umfasst:

einen Leitweg (132a) für einen weiten Bereich,
der genutzt werden kann, um den weiten Be-
reich zu vermessen;
einen Leitweg (132b) für einen schmalen Be-
reich, der genutzt werden kann, um den schma-
len Bereich zu vermessen;
eine Umschalteinheit (20, 21), die den Leitweg
auf den Leitweg (132a) für einen weiten Bereich
oder auf den Leitweg (132b) für einen schmalen
Bereich umschaltet.

19. Vorrichtung zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen Mes-
sung nach Anspruch 17 oder 18, wobei ein Teil des
Gehäuses (110) eine austauschbare Einheit (120)
enthält, die zumindest den Leitweg (132) enthält und
abnehmbar und austauschbar ist, um den Messbe-
reich zu ändern.

20. Vorrichtung zur intraoralen dreidimensionalen Mes-
sung nach Anspruch 17 oder 18, ferner aufweisend
ein Zubehör (120), das zumindest den Leitweg (132)
enthält und vom Gehäuse (110) abnehmbar ist, um
den Messbereich zu ändern.

Revendications

1. Procédé de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale,
comprenant :

une étape d’acquisition d’informations de mesu-
re tridimensionnelle de plage étendue (s1, t1,
u1) consistant à acquérir des informations de
mesure tridimensionnelle de plage étendue (Iw)
sur une forme tridimensionnelle mesurée sur
une plage étendue (Rw) dans une plage de me-
sures souhaitable dans un espace intra-oral ;
une étape d’acquisition d’informations de mesu-
re tridimensionnelle de plage étroite (s2, t4, u4)
consistant à acquérir une pluralité d’éléments
d’informations de mesure tridimensionnelle de
plage étroite (In) chacun sur une forme tridimen-
sionnelle mesurée sur une plage étroite (Rn)
plus étroite que la plage étendue (Rw) dans la
plage de mesures ; et
une étape de création d’informations tridimen-
sionnelles de synthèse (s3, t5, u8) consistant à
localiser de manière répétée chacun de la plu-
ralité d’éléments d’informations de mesure tridi-
mensionnelle de plage étroite à sa position res-
pective sur la base des informations de mesure
tridimensionnelle de plage étendue (Iw) par l’uti-
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lisation, en tant que référence de synthèse, d’in-
formations de position de mesure intra-plage
communes aux informations de mesure tridi-
mensionnelle de plage étendue (Iw) et de cha-
cun de la pluralité d’éléments d’informations de
mesure tridimensionnelle de plage étroite (In),
pour créer des informations tridimensionnelles
de synthèse sur la plage de mesures.

2. Procédé de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale se-
lon la revendication 1,
les informations de mesure tridimensionnelle de pla-
ge étendue étant utilisées pour créer des informa-
tions d’image tridimensionnelle de plage étendue
(Iw) sur la forme tridimensionnelle de la plage éten-
due (Rw) ;
la pluralité d’éléments d’informations de mesure tri-
dimensionnelle de plage étroite étant chacun utilisés
pour créer des informations d’image tridimension-
nelle de plage étroite (In) sur la forme tridimension-
nelle de la plage étroite (Rn) ; et
dans l’étape de création d’informations tridimension-
nelles de synthèse, des informations d’image tridi-
mensionnelle de synthèse (Ic) étant créées sur la
base des informations tridimensionnelles de synthè-
se.

3. Procédé de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale se-
lon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel, dans l’étape
d’acquisition d’informations de mesure tridimension-
nelle de plage étroite (s2, t4, u4), la pluralité d’élé-
ments d’informations de mesure tridimensionnelle
de plage étroite (In) étant mesurés à une résolution
plus grande que celle des informations de mesure
tridimensionnelle de plage étendue (Iw).

4. Procédé de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale se-
lon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3, dans
lequel, dans l’étape de création d’informations tridi-
mensionnelles de synthèse (s3, t5, u8), les informa-
tions tridimensionnelles de synthèse (Ic) étant
créées par l’utilisation, en tant qu’informations de po-
sition de mesure intra-plage, d’informations de por-
tion de caractéristique communes à chacun de la
pluralité d’éléments d’informations de mesure tridi-
mensionnelle de plage étroite (In) et aux informa-
tions de mesure tridimensionnelle de plage étendue
(Iw).

5. Procédé de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale se-
lon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 4, com-
prenant en outre une étape d’acquisition d’informa-
tions de position consistant à acquérir des informa-
tions de position sur chacun de la pluralité d’élé-
ments d’informations de mesure tridimensionnelle
de plage étroite (In) et à acquérir des informations
de position sur les informations de mesure tridimen-
sionnelle de plage étendue (Iw) ;

dans l’étape de création d’informations tridimension-
nelles de synthèse (s3, t5, u8), les informations tri-
dimensionnelles de synthèse (Ic) étant ajustées sur
la base des informations de position acquises dans
l’étape d’acquisition d’informations de position.

6. Procédé de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale se-
lon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 5, dans
lequel dans l’étape de création d’informations tridi-
mensionnelles de synthèse (s3, t5, u8), une partie
des informations de mesure tridimensionnelle de
plage étendue (Iw) correspondant à chaque élément
d’informations de mesure tridimensionnelle de plage
étroite (In) étant écrasée (s5, t7, u10) avec chaque
élément d’informations de mesure tridimensionnelle
de plage étroite (In).

7. Procédé de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale se-
lon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 6, les
informations de mesure tridimensionnelle de plage
étendue (Iw) étant des informations de mesure com-
plètes sur une forme de l’intégralité de la plage de
mesures.

8. Procédé de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale se-
lon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 6, com-
prenant en outre une étape de création d’informa-
tions de mesure de jonction complètes (t3, u3) con-
sistant à localiser une pluralité d’éléments des infor-
mations de mesure tridimensionnelle de plage éten-
due (Iw) par l’utilisation, en tant que référence de
jonction, d’informations de position de plage étendue
communes à des éléments adjacents d’informations
de mesure tridimensionnelle de plage étendue (Iw),
pour créer des informations de mesure de jonction
complètes sur l’intégralité de la plage de mesures.

9. Procédé de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale se-
lon la revendication 8,
au moins un de la pluralité d’éléments des informa-
tions de mesure tridimensionnelle de plage étroite
(In) étant des informations de mesure tridimension-
nelle de plage étroite d’ajustement incluant des in-
formations de mesure sur une partie correspondant
aux informations de position de plage étendue (Iw) ;
et
le procédé de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale
comprenant en outre une étape d’ajustement d’in-
formations de mesure de jonction complètes (u6, u7)
consistant à ajuster les informations de mesure de
jonction complètes sur la base des informations de
mesure tridimensionnelle de plage étroite d’ajuste-
ment localisées dans l’étape de création d’informa-
tions tridimensionnelles de synthèse.

10. Procédé d’affichage de résultat de mesure tridimen-
sionnelle intra-orale pour créer des images sur la
base des informations de mesure tridimensionnelle
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de plage étendue (Iw) et de la pluralité d’éléments
d’informations de mesure tridimensionnelle de plage
étroite (In) par le procédé de mesure tridimension-
nelle intra-orale selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dications 1 à 9 et afficher les images se recouvrant
en partie.

11. Procédé d’affichage de résultat de mesure tridimen-
sionnelle intra-orale selon la revendication 10, les
informations de mesure tridimensionnelle de plage
étendue (Iw) et la pluralité d’éléments d’informations
de mesure tridimensionnelle de plage étroite (In) af-
fichés en tant qu’images se recouvrant en partie
étant affichés avec au moins un de luminosité, cou-
leur, luminance et modèle d’affichage étant différent
entre les images.

12. Dispositif de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale,
comprenant :

une unité d’acquisition d’informations de mesu-
re (20, 21) adaptée pour acquérir des informa-
tions de mesure tridimensionnelle de plage
étendue (Iw) sur une forme tridimensionnelle
mesurée sur une plage étendue (Rw) dans une
plage de mesures souhaitable dans un espace
intra-oral, et pour acquérir une pluralité d’élé-
ments d’informations de mesure tridimension-
nelle de plage étroite (In) chacun sur une forme
tridimensionnelle mesurée sur une plage étroite
(Rn) plus étroite que la plage étendue (Rw) dans
la plage de mesures ; et
une unité de création d’informations tridimen-
sionnelles de synthèse (20, 21) adaptée pour
localiser de manière répétée chacun de la plu-
ralité d’éléments d’informations de mesure tridi-
mensionnelle de plage étroite (In) à sa position
respective sur la base des informations de me-
sure tridimensionnelle de plage étendue (Iw) par
l’utilisation, en tant que référence de synthèse,
d’informations de position de mesure intra-plage
communes aux informations de mesure tridi-
mensionnelle de plage étendue et à chacun de
la pluralité d’éléments d’informations de mesure
tridimensionnelle de plage étroite, pour créer
des informations tridimensionnelles de synthè-
se (Ic) sur la plage de mesures.

13. Dispositif de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale
selon la revendication 12, étant en outre adapté
pour utiliser les informations de mesure tridimen-
sionnelle de plage étendue (Iw) pour créer des in-
formations d’image tridimensionnelle de plage éten-
due sur la forme tridimensionnelle de la plage
étendue ; et
pour utiliser chacun de la pluralité d’éléments d’in-
formations de mesure tridimensionnelle de plage
étroite (In) pour créer des informations d’image tri-

dimensionnelle de plage étroite sur la forme tridi-
mensionnelle de la plage étroite ;
dans lequel l’unité de création d’informations tridi-
mensionnelles de synthèse (20, 21) est adaptée
pour créer des informations d’image tridimension-
nelle de synthèse (Ic) sur la base des informations
tridimensionnelles de synthèse.

14. Dispositif de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale
selon la revendication 12 ou 13, étant en outre adap-
té pour mesurer la pluralité d’éléments d’informa-
tions de mesure tridimensionnelle de plage étroite
(In) à une résolution plus grande que celle des infor-
mations de mesure tridimensionnelle de plage éten-
due (Iw).

15. Dispositif de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale
selon l’une quelconque des revendications 12 à 14,
dans lequel l’unité de création d’informations tridi-
mensionnelles de synthèse (20, 21) est adaptée
pour créer les informations tridimensionnelles de
synthèse (Ic) par l’utilisation, en tant qu’informations
de position de mesure intra-plage, d’informations de
portion de caractéristique communes à chacun de
la pluralité d’éléments d’informations de mesure tri-
dimensionnelle de plage étroite (In) et aux informa-
tions de mesure tridimensionnelle de plage étendue
(Iw).

16. Dispositif de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale
selon l’une quelconque des revendications 12 à 15,
comprenant en outre une unité d’acquisition d’infor-
mations de position (40) adaptée pour acquérir des
informations de position sur chacun de la pluralité
d’éléments d’informations de mesure tridimension-
nelle de plage étroite (In) et pour acquérir des infor-
mations de position sur les informations de mesure
tridimensionnelle de plage étendue (Iw) ;
l’unité de création d’informations tridimensionnelles
de synthèse (20, 21) étant adaptée pour ajuster les
informations tridimensionnelles de synthèse (Ic) sur
la base des informations de position acquises par
l’unité d’acquisition d’informations de position (40).

17. Dispositif de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale
selon l’une quelconque des revendications 12 à 16,
l’unité d’acquisition d’informations de mesure (20,
21) comprenant un élément de mesure tridimension-
nelle incluant :

une source de lumière (111) émettant une lu-
mière de projection vers une cible de mesure ;
un élément de capture d’image (113) capturant
une image d’une zone irradiée avec la lumière
de projection ;
un chemin de guidage (132) guidant la lumière
réfléchie par la cible de mesure vers l’élément
de capture d’image (113) ; et
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un boîtier portatif (110) logeant la source de lu-
mière (111), le chemin de guidage (132) et l’élé-
ment de capture d’image (113).

18. Dispositif de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale
selon la revendication 17, le chemin de guidage
incluant :

un chemin de guidage de plage étendue (132a)
utilisable pour mesurer la plage étendue ;
un chemin de guidage de plage étroite (132b)
utilisable pour mesurer la plage étroite ; et
une unité de commutation (20, 21) commutant
le chemin de guidage vers le chemin de guidage
de plage étendue (132a) ou vers le chemin de
guidage de plage étroite (132b).

19. Dispositif de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale
selon la revendication 17 ou 18, dans lequel
une partie du boîtier (110) inclut une unité échan-
geable (120) qui inclut au moins le chemin de gui-
dage (132) et est détachable et échangeable pour
changer la plage de mesures.

20. Dispositif de mesure tridimensionnelle intra-orale
selon la revendication 17 ou 18, comprenant en outre
un accessoire (120) qui inclut au moins le chemin
de guidage (132) et est détachable du boîtier (110)
pour changer la plage de mesures.
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