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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a thermotherapy device having a human body scan function and a method for
scanning a human body using the same. More particularly, the present invention relates to a thermotherapy device
having a human body scan function and a method for scanning a human body using the same, which are capable of
acquiring necessary information about the shape of a user’s backbone by scanning the shape of the user’s backbone
in advance prior to using the thermotherapy device in actual practice.

Background Art

[0002] Thermotherapy devices that are generally used today are bed-type thermotherapy devices that have been
developed to maximize the effects of thermal and far-infrared radiation treatment that is applied to users’ backbones.
[0003] A bed-type thermotherapy device includes a thermo-ceramic unit configured to radiate heat and far-infrared
rays onto a user’s backbone, a transfer motor configured to reciprocate the thermo-ceramic unit, a curved rail configured
to allow the thermo-ceramic unit to make slight vertical movements in response to the curve of the body while the thermo-
ceramic unit is reciprocating, and control means configured to electrically control the above elements. Conventional
thermotherapy devices have the problem of being unable to implement the functionality required to make them suitable
for individual users because they each adopt a standardized curved rail. The curved rail installed in the bed-type ther-
motherapy device has a uniform shape and curvature, whereas users who use the thermotherapy device have different
body conditions.
[0004] Furthermore, the conventional thermotherapy devices have the problem of low utilization because individual
body information about the backbone of a user who has unique body conditions is not taken into consideration by the
thermotherapy devices.
[0005] In order to overcome the above problems, a variety of research that enables users having different body
conditions to effectively use a thermotherapy device has been carried out. However, separate devices should be used
to measure a user’s body conditions. Furthermore, in this case, it is also difficult to accurately measure the curvature of
the backbone of a user who lies down on a thermotherapy device, and there is still the problem of preserving and
managing the separate devices.
[0006] Documents JPH04343846(A), WO02/069880(A1), JP2007111418(A) and US2009/112207(A1) are pertinent
to understanding the background of the present invention.

Disclosure

Technical Problem

[0007] Accordingly, the present invention has been made keeping in mind the above problems occurring in the prior
art, and an object of the present invention is to provide a thermotherapy device having a human body scan function,
which is capable of acquiring the length of a user’s backbone using data measured by means of conventional elements
without additionally installing hardware elements therein.
[0008] Another object of the present invention is to provide a thermotherapy device having a human body scan function
and a method for scanning a human body using the same, which are capable of processing data about the acquired
length of the backbone and providing the fundamental basis of a thermotherapy effect suitable for a user.

Technical Solution

[0009] In order to accomplish the above objects, the present invention provides a thermotherapy device having a
human body scan function, including a thermo-ceramic unit configured to move along a longitudinal direction of a user’s
backbone; a transfer motor unit configured to move the thermo-ceramic unit; a motor variation generation module
configured to measure variations in load of the transfer motor unit; and a backbone information generation module
configured to generate information about a shape of the user’s backbone using data of the motor variation generation
module.
[0010] The thermotherapy device may further include an encoder unit configured to count the rpm of the transfer motor;
and an encoder variation generation module configured to measure a distance that the thermo-ceramic unit moves using
data of the encoder unit.
[0011] The backbone information generation module may receive data from the motor variation generation module
and the encoder variation generation module, and generate the user’s backbone-related information including a length
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of the user’s backbone and a length of each vertebra of the user’s backbone.
[0012] The measurement of the variations in load of the transfer motor unit may be performed using variations in at
least any one of voltage, current and power of the transfer motor.
[0013] The motor variation generation module may be a motor data measurement unit configured to measure variations
in load of the transfer motor unit via variations in current of the transfer motor; and the motor variation generation module
may include a resistance unit configured to convert the variations in current of the transfer motor into variations in voltage
variation, and a first analog-to-digital (A/D) conversion unit configured to convert the variations in voltage into digitized
data.
[0014] The backbone information generation module may be a backbone information calculation unit configured to
generate information about the user’s backbone; and the backbone information calculation unit may generate the infor-
mation about the user’s backbone using primary information about the user’s backbone that is acquired while the thermo-
ceramic unit is moving and data entered in a standard backbone information database.
[0015] The primary information may be lengths from the user’s head to two or more points that are spaced apart on
the user’s backbone.
[0016] If the points are two in number, a first point thereof corresponds to thoracic vertebra No. 3 and a second point
thereof corresponds to lumbar vertebra No. 5.
[0017] The data entered in the standard backbone information database may be a length of each vertebra with respect
to a length of thoracic vertebra No. 3.
[0018] The backbone information generation module may include a data operation unit configured to receive data
from the motor variation calculation unit and the encoder variation calculation unit, and a data search unit configured to
search for information in the data received from the data operation unit, and to transfer the found information to the
backbone information calculation unit.
[0019] The data operation unit may graph variations in load applied to the transfer motor with respect to variations of
the encoder, and transfer the graph to the data search unit.
[0020] The data search unit may transfer information found via one or more reflection points of the graph to the
backbone information calculation unit.
[0021] In order to accomplish the above objects, the present invention provides a human body scan method for a
thermotherapy device, including preparation step of inputting user information and making preparation; data measure-
ment step of measuring variations of a transfer motor and variations of an encoder while reciprocating a thermo-ceramic
unit; data conversion step of receiving the measured variations and converting the measured variations into data; and
backbone information generation step of receiving the resulting data and generating a user’s backbone information.
The backbone information generation step may include acquiring primary information about the user’s backbone from
the received data, and generating information about the user’s backbone using the acquired primary information and
data entered in a standard backbone information database.
[0022] The primary information may be lengths from the user’s head to two or more points that are spaced apart on
the user’s backbone.
[0023] If the points are two in number, a first point thereof may correspond to thoracic vertebra No. 3 and a second
point thereof may correspond to lumbar vertebra No. 5.
[0024] The data entered in the standard backbone information database may be the length of each vertebra with
respect to a length of thoracic vertebra No. 3.

Advantageous Effects

[0025] The thermotherapy device according to the present invention has the advantage of acquiring basic information
about a user’s backbone by operating the thermotherapy device in the state in which a user lies on his or her front in
such a manner as to use conventional elements without using additional hardware elements.
[0026] The thermotherapy device according to the present invention has the advantage of more accurately acquiring
information about a user’s backbone when utilizing previously entered standard backbone information based on primarily
acquired information about the user’s backbone.
[0027] The thermotherapy device according to the present invention has the advantage of more effectively performing
heat fomentation, heat massage and/or thermo-acupressure treatment because the thermotherapy device can scan a
user’s body at an early stage once or several times, and can then perform thermotherapy based on information about
the user’s body.
[0028] Furthermore, the thermotherapy device according to the present invention has the advantage of providing an
additional service for acquiring body information suitable for a user based on information about the user’s backbone
acquired in the early stage.
[0029] Furthermore, the thermotherapy device according to the present invention has the advantage of providing the
effect of seeming to use a customized thermotherapy device because the thermotherapy device can provide the most
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suitable heat fomentation and/or heat massage effects to different users using the single thermotherapy device regardless
of the user, thanks to the thermotherapy device being able to anticipate the shape of each user’s backbone.
[0030] Furthermore, the thermotherapy device according to the present invention has the advantage of providing the
effect of seeming to use a customized thermotherapy device to users in or from different countries as well as domestic
users because the most suitable standard backbone information can be programmed and applied for each country.

Description of Drawings

[0031] The above and other objects, features and other advantages of the present invention will be more clearly
understood from the following detailed description taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

Fig. 1 is a plan view schematically showing the internal configuration of a bed-type thermotherapy device, and Fig.
2 is a schematic side view in which the bed-type thermotherapy device is viewed from a side thereof;

Fig. 3 is a block diagram schematically showing the elements of the thermotherapy device according to the present
invention;

Fig. 4 is a schematic block diagram illustrating the principal parts of the thermotherapy device according to the
present invention, and Fig. 5 is a detailed block diagram illustrating the principal parts of the thermotherapy device
according to the present invention in greater detail;

Fig. 6 is a flow diagram schematically introducing a method of using the thermotherapy device according to the
present invention;

Figs. 7 to 11 are graphs plotting variations in the voltage of a transfer motor that were measured when a bed-type
thermotherapy device was used; and

Fig. 12 is a schematic diagram of a model of the backbone of the human body.

Best Mode

[0032] In order to accomplish the above objects, the present invention provides a thermotherapy device having a
human body scan function, including a thermo-ceramic unit configured to move along a longitudinal direction of a user’s
backbone; a transfer motor unit configured to move the thermo-ceramic unit; a motor variation generation module
configured to measure variations in load of the transfer motor unit; and a backbone information generation module
configured to generate information about a shape of the user’s backbone using data of the motor variation generation
module.

Mode for Invention

[0033] Preferred embodiments of the present invention will be described in detail below with reference to exemplary
drawings. However, it will be apparent that the accompanying drawings are intended to more fully describe the technical
elements of the present embodiment. It is noted that this embodiment is a preferred embodiment and takes into consid-
eration a bed-type thermotherapy device as an example.
[0034] The scope of protection is defined by the appended claims.
[0035] This embodiment effectively improves a method for using the thermotherapy device by using existing elements
without newly installing additional hardware elements in the thermotherapy device. Accordingly, this embodiment may
be described based on the elements of a typical thermotherapy device.
[0036] Fig. 1 is a plan view schematically showing the internal configuration of a bed-type thermotherapy device, and
Fig. 2 is a schematic side view in which the bed-type thermotherapy device is viewed from a side thereof.
[0037] Fig. 3 is a block diagram schematically showing the elements of the thermotherapy device according to the
present invention.
[0038] Fig. 4 is a schematic block diagram illustrating the principal parts of the thermotherapy device according to the
present invention, and Fig. 5 is a detailed block diagram illustrating the principal parts of the thermotherapy device
according to the present invention in greater detail.
[0039] A thermotherapy device 100 basically includes a main mat 101 intended for a user’s upper body and backbone
and an auxiliary mat 102 intended for the user’s lower body. Furthermore, a support part 103 for supporting the main
mat and the auxiliary mat thereon may be further included as desired.
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[0040] The main mat 101 includes a body part 104 that is configured to support the user’s upper body. The body part
104 is fabricated in the shape of a plate in which a longitudinal groove is formed at the center thereof.
[0041] The thermotherapy device 100 includes a thermo-ceramic unit 110 so as to provide heat fomentation and heat
massage effects to the user’s body part (in particular, the user’s back portion) while moving in the direction of the user’s
backbone. The thermo-ceramic unit 110 is installed inside the longitudinal groove. Furthermore, the thermo-ceramic unit
110 includes a heating unit that generates high-temperature heat and far-infrared rays using electrical energy that is
supplied by a power unit 140.
[0042] The thermo-ceramic unit 110 provides heat fomentation and heat massage effects to the user using high-
temperature heat and far-infrared rays that are generated by the heating unit. The thermo-ceramic unit 110 may include
either a cap-type heating unit or a roller-type heating unit depending on the shape thereof.
[0043] The shape of the heating unit is not limited thereto, but may have any of a variety of shapes and structures.
The heating unit includes a heat generation part configured to generate heat using electrical energy and a heat radiation
part configured to be heated by the heat generation part. In this construction, a lamp or an electric heater is used as the
heat generation part, and a far-infrared radiator such as jade is used as the heat radiation part. However, the heat
generation part and the heat radiation part are not limited thereto, and a variety of heat generators or a variety of materials
and substances that can be heated by heat may be used.
[0044] The thermotherapy device 100 includes a transfer motor unit 120 so that the thermo-ceramic unit 110 can
reciprocate inside the body part 104. The transfer motor unit 120 includes a transfer motor 122 configured to be supplied
with electrical energy and be rotated, and transfer means 126 connected to the transfer motor 122 and configured to
transfer rotating force as the transfer motor 122 is rotated. The transfer means 126 is coupled to the thermo-ceramic
unit 110, and is used to transfer the thermo-ceramic unit 110 in a forward or backward direction (that is, in one direction
or in the opposite direction) in response to the forward or reverse rotation of the transfer motor 122. One that is selected
from among a transfer belt, a transfer chain, and a transfer rope may be used as the transfer means 126. It is apparent
that the transfer means 126 is not limited thereto but one of a variety of means for transferring an object using the driving
force of a motor may be used as the transfer means 126.
[0045] The thermotherapy device 100 includes an encoder unit 130 that measures and controls the operation of the
transfer motor 122 and the distance which the thermo-ceramic unit 110 moves. The encoder unit 130 can accurately
measure the distance which the thermo-ceramic unit 110 moves by accurately checking the rpm of the transfer motor
122. The encoder unit 130 includes an encoder 132, a sensor, and a sensing through hole. It is preferable to include a
rotating plate 134 which is connected to the encoder 132 and in which a plurality of sensing parts is formed to calculate
the distance which the thermo-ceramic unit 110 is transferred. It is preferable that the sensing parts be fabricated in the
form of sensing through holes that are capable of sensing the rotation of the rotating plate 134 using the sensors. It is
apparent that the encoder unit 130 is not limited thereto but a variety of types of motor encoders may be used.
[0046] The thermotherapy device 100 includes a control unit 150 configured to control the operation of the thermo-
therapy device, and a remote controller 162 configured to receive the user’s manipulation signals and provide the signals
to the control unit 150. The control unit 150 controls the times, ranges and periods of the various types of parts of the
thermotherapy device, and operates or stops the operations of the various types of parts according to previously pro-
grammed, input information. In this configuration, the control unit 150 may be a single control chip or device or a plurality
of control chips or devices that are mounted on a single PCB or a plurality of PCBs.
[0047] The remote controller 162 may be held by the user, and is used to input necessary information. Here, the
remote controller 162 may have any of a variety of wired or wireless structures.
[0048] The thermotherapy device 100 may include a limit switch 164 that enables the thermo-ceramic unit 110 to
automatically switch its moving direction and then move when the thermo-ceramic unit 110 reaches an end of the body
part 104 while moving inside the body part 104. The limit switch 164 is a kind of changeover switch, and is divided into
an upper end switch and a lower end switch (see Fig. 1) and installed in order to switch the rotation direction of the
transfer motor 110.
[0049] Furthermore, the bed-type thermotherapy device may include a separate external thermo-ceramic unit 166 in
addition to the thermo-ceramic unit 110. The external thermo-ceramic unit 166 may be one of a 3-hole thermo-ceramic
unit, a 6-hole thermo-ceramic unit, a 9-hole thermo-ceramic unit, and a 12-hole thermo-ceramic unit. Furthermore, the
bed-type thermotherapy device includes a fabric covering (not shown) that entirely surrounds the body part 104 and
prevents the thermo-ceramic unit 110 from directly coming into contact with the user’s body part.
[0050] The thermotherapy device 100 of this embodiment may scan the shape of the user’s backbone using the load
of the transfer motor 122 attributable to the movement of the thermo-ceramic unit 110, as described above.
[0051] For this purpose, the thermotherapy device 100 according to this embodiment includes a motor variation gen-
eration module 220 configured to measure the variation of the transfer motor 122 during the operation of the transfer
motor unit 120 and to process the variation using a control signal of the control unit 150, an encoder variation generation
module 230 configured to measure the variation of the encoder 132 during the operation of the encoder unit 130 and to
process the variation using a control signal of the control unit 150, and a backbone information generation module 240
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configured to generate information about the user’s backbone necessary for the functionality of the thermotherapy device
in response to a control signal of the control unit 150 based on a data value provided by the motor variation generation
module 220 and a data value provided by the encoder variation generation module 230.
[0052] The above-described modules may be fabricated in the form of separate hardware configurations, or may be
provided in the form of programs embedded in separate chips. It is apparent that part of each module may be provided
in the form of a hardware configuration and the remaining part of the module may be provided in the form of a program.
This will be described in detail in the following description. In this embodiment, the motor variation generation module
220 measures the load variation of the transfer motor unit 120 during the operation of the transfer motor unit 120, and
may calculate load variation in real time based on the measured load variation. The motor variation generation module
220 includes a motor data measurement unit 222, a first A/D conversion unit 224, and a motor variation calculation unit 226.
[0053] The motor data measurement unit 222 measures variation in load that is applied to the transfer motor 122. The
load variation of the transfer motor 122 is measured using at least any one of the rpm of the transfer motor 122, the
amount of current supplied to the transfer motor 122, and the value of voltage supplied to the transfer motor 122. The
motor data measurement unit 222 may be provided with a separate resistance unit 124. That is, in the case where the
load of the transfer motor 122 varies while fixed voltage is being applied to the transfer motor 122, the amount of current
of the transfer motor 122 varies. In this case, this embodiment converts variation in current into a voltage value using
the separate resistance unit 124 in order to measure the current variation of the transfer motor 122, and uses the resulting
data as data about the load variation of the transfer motor 122. It is apparent that this embodiment is not limited thereto
but it may be possible to measure the voltage variation of the transfer motor 122 attributable to load and to use the
measure voltage variation as data about the load variation of the transfer motor 122.
[0054] The first A/D conversion unit 224 converts analog data measured by the motor data measurement unit 222 into
digital data. The control unit 150 sends the analog data about motor load measured by the motor data measurement
unit 222 to the first A/D conversion unit 224. The first A/D conversion unit 224 converts input analog data into digital data.
[0055] The motor variation calculation unit 226 converts the digitized load data of the transfer motor 122 into a real-
time data value. The control unit 150 inputs the digital data supplied by the first A/D conversion unit 224 to the motor
variation calculation unit 226. The motor variation calculation unit 226 converts the input digital data into data per preset
unit time. The preset unit time may be set to 1/tens of seconds to several seconds. There is an advantage in that more
accurate data can be obtained in inverse proportion to the size of the preset unit time. The control unit 150 supplies the
calculated data per unit time obtained by the motor variation calculation unit 226 to the backbone information generation
module 240. In greater detail, it inputs the data to the data operation unit 242. It is preferable to first store the calculated
data per unit time in first memory 228 and then input the data to the data operation unit 242.
[0056] In this embodiment, the encoder variation generation module 230 measures the variation of the encoder unit
130 during the operation of the encoder unit 130, and calculates the variation in real time based on the measured variation.
[0057] The encoder variation generation module 230 includes an encoder data measurement unit 232, a second A/D
conversion unit 234, and an encoder variation calculation unit 236.
[0058] The encoder data measurement unit 232 measures the variation of the encoder 132. The variation of the
encoder 132 may be measured using the rpm of the rotating plate 134 provided in the encoder 132. It is most preferable
to check the number of clicks of through holes that varies as the rotating plate 134 rotates. The reason for this is that
when the number of clicks of sensing through holes formed in the rotating plate 134 is measured, the distance that the
thermo-ceramic unit 110 moves can be easily determined.
[0059] The second A/D converter 234 converts analog data into digital data. The control unit 150 sends the analog
data measured by the encoder data measurement unit 232 to the second A/D converter 234. The second A/D converter
234 converts the input analog data into digital data.
[0060] The encoder variation calculation unit 236 converts the digitized data of the encoder 132 into a real-time data
value. The control unit 150 inputs the digital data supplied by the second A/D converter 234 to the encoder variation
calculation unit 236. The encoder variation calculation unit 236 converts the input digital data into data per preset unit
time. The preset unit time may be set to a value from 1/tens of seconds to 1/several seconds. There is an advantage in
that more accurate data can be obtained in inverse proportion to the size of the preset unit time. The control unit 150
supplies the calculated data per unit time obtained by the encoder variation calculation unit 236 to the backbone infor-
mation generation module 240 and, in greater detail, inputs the data to the data operation unit 242. It is preferable to
first store the calculated data per unit time in second memory 238 and then input the data to the data operation unit 242.
[0061] In this embodiment, the backbone information generation module 240 calculates data values about the user’s
backbone necessary for the functionality of the thermotherapy device based on a data value provided by the motor
variation generation module 220 and a data value provided by the encoder variation generation module 230. The back-
bone information generation module 240 may scan the shape of the backbone using the load variation of the transfer
motor 122. Furthermore, since the backbone information generation module 240 is based on the variation of the encoder
132, it generates the user’s backbone information related to the distance that the thermo-ceramic unit 110 moves inside
the thermotherapy device 100. The user’s backbone information includes at least any one piece of information of the
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expected length of the user’s backbone, the length of each vertebra of the user’s backbone, the curvature of the user’s
backbone, the relative location of the user’s backbone, the relative location of each vertebra of the user’s backbone,
and the height calculated based on the user’s backbone.
[0062] The backbone information generation module 240 includes a data operation unit 242, a data search unit 244,
and a backbone information calculation unit 246.
[0063] The data operation unit 242 is provided with motor-related data supplied by the motor variation calculation unit
226 and encoder-related data supplied by the encoder variation calculation unit 236. Thereafter, the motor-related data
and the encoder-related data are combined together and an operation is performed on them. The data operation unit
242 graphs variation in load applied to the transfer motor 122 in relation to the variation of the encoder 132. It is apparent
that this embodiment is not limited thereto but it may be possible to graph data about the load variation of the transfer
motor 122.
[0064] The control unit 150 inputs the data graphed by the data operation unit 242 to the data search unit 244, which
corresponds to a subsequent stage.
[0065] The data search unit 244 searches for necessary information based on data input by the data operation unit
242. The data search unit 244 searches for necessary information according to program information preset by the control
unit 150 for a preset time based on the data input by the data operation unit 242 in real time. The set program information
may be input in various ways. For example, when the data search unit 244 searches for the highest variation of data for
a preset time, the set program information may be searched for by detecting the highest variation per unit time or by
detecting the highest variation per preset time. Furthermore, when the data search unit 244 searches for the reflection
point of data variation for a preset time, the set program information may be searched for by detecting the reflection
point of variation per unit time or by detecting the reflection point of variation per preset time. When the data search unit
244 searches for a specific set value for a preset time, the specific value may be input in advance and then searched
for. Here, the unit time may be based on 1 second, and the preset time may be based on any one selected from among
the time of the variation of one click, the time for which the thermo-ceramic unit 110 moves inside the thermotherapy
device once, the time for which the thermo-ceramic unit 110 reciprocates inside the thermotherapy device once, and
the time for which the thermo-ceramic unit 110 reciprocates inside the thermotherapy device two or four times. When
the user desires to obtain his or her body information, particularly backbone information, prior to applying heat fomentation
and heat massage to his or her body using the thermotherapy device, and then apply heat fomentation based on the
backbone information, it is preferable to obtain information about his or her own backbone while moving the thermo-
ceramic unit 110 from the head to the buttocks at least one time while the user is lying on his or her front. The data
search unit 244 generates a varying data value depending on a preset program or a preset condition. A preferred
embodiment illustrates a case in which data about thoracic vertebra No. 3 and data about lumbar vertebra No. 5 related
to the user’s backbone are obtained using the reflection point of the highest variation while the thermo-ceramic unit 110
is moving inside the thermotherapy device in one direction or is reciprocating once or several times. The control unit
150 inputs the data generated by the data search unit 244 to the backbone information calculation unit 246, which
corresponds to a subsequent stage.
[0066] The backbone information calculation unit 246 of the backbone information generation module 240 infers and
generates the user’s backbone information based on the data input by the data search unit 244. The backbone information
calculation unit 246 functions to calculate information about the user’s backbone (primary information) using the motor-
related data and the encoder-related data while the thermo-ceramic unit 110 is moving inside the thermotherapy device
in one direction or is reciprocating once or several times in the state in which the user lies on his or her front. It is preferred
that the backbone information calculation unit 246 infers information about the user’s backbone (secondary information)
based on the data input by the data search unit 244, as contrasted with a standard backbone information database.
[0067] Data entered in the standard backbone information database may be created by setting a specific population
and measuring information about the backbones of all members that constitute the population, or may be created using
information previously created and used by a nation or a public organization in advance. The standard backbone infor-
mation may be categorized by region, age and/or gender. Categorization by region may include categorization by country
and by continent. Since final calculated values vary depending on how to acquire and use the standard backbone
information, the acquisition and use of the information are both very important.
[0068] The primary information is characterized in that it is based on the lengths from the user’s head to two or more
points spaced apart along the user’s backbone. That is, these points may be arbitrary points located along the user’s
backbone, and the primary information may be the distances from the user’s head to the points.
[0069] It is preferred that when the points are two in number, a first point correspond to thoracic vertebra No. 3 and a
second point correspond to lumbar vertebra No. 5.
[0070] A method by which the backbone information calculation unit 246 acquires the user’s backbone information
using data entered in the standard backbone information database will now be introduced as an example. The case in
which the backbone information calculation unit 246 acquires data about the user’s thoracic vertebra No. 3 and data
about the user’s lumbar vertebra No. 5 will be described. When the standard backbone information relates to a Korean
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adult’s standard backbone data, the backbone information calculation unit 246 obtains relative information about the
user’s backbone based on an average Korean backbone by comparing the data about thoracic vertebra No. 3 and the
data about lumbar vertebra No. 5 with a Korean adult’s standard backbone data. If the standard backbone information
relates to data about the standard backbone of a Korean male in his 30s, the backbone information calculation unit 246
can acquire more accurate relative information about the user’s backbone by contrasting the data about thoracic vertebra
No. 3 and the data about lumbar vertebra No. 5 with the data about the standard backbone of a Korean male in his 30s.
If the standard backbone information relates to data about the standard backbone of a Korean female in her 50s, the
backbone information calculation unit 246 can acquire more accurate relative information about the user’s backbone
based on the standard backbone of the female in her 50s by contrasting the data about thoracic vertebra No. 3 and the
data about lumbar vertebra No. 5 with the data about the standard backbone of the Korean female in her 50s. Accordingly,
when the user inputs user information, such as his or her age, birth place or birth country, to the remote controller 162,
the control unit 150 selects corresponding standard backbone information, and the backbone information calculation
unit 246 automatically infers and creates the user’s backbone information. It is preferred that the user’s backbone
information be first stored in the third memory 248 and then processing proceeds to a subsequent stage.
[0071] Once the thermotherapy device 100 according to this configuration has obtained the user’s backbone information
through the above-described process, it may be utilized based on the backbone information in a variety of ways. For
example, the user’s backbone information may be visually represented by displaying it on a display unit 252, or may be
aurally represented by playing the user’s backbone information via a sound unit 254.
[0072] Furthermore, it may be possible to create a model of the user’s backbone using the user’s backbone information,
to determine the shape of a curved rail along the created model, and to allow the thermo-ceramic unit 110 to reciprocate
along the curved rail. Furthermore, the user may specify the portion of his or her backbone requiring more intensive
thermotherapy, and may apply heat fomentation and heat massage to the portion using the thermo-ceramic unit 110.
[0073] Furthermore, this embodiment provides a method for scanning a human body using the human body scan device.
[0074] This embodiment provides a foundation on which it may be possible to create the user’s backbone information
through the following series of steps and to utilize the thermotherapy device using the backbone information in a variety
of ways.
[0075] Fig. 6 is a block diagram schematically introducing a method of using the thermotherapy device 100 according
to this embodiment.

1). User preparation step (S210):

[0076] This embodiment includes user preparation step S210 of inputting and preparing information using separate
input means, including the remote controller 162, while the user is lying down on the thermotherapy device.
[0077] In this embodiment, the user may input his or her predetermined information in advance using the remote
controller 162 while lying down on the thermotherapy device 100. If the thermotherapy device is a bed-type thermotherapy
device or a mat-type thermotherapy device, it is preferred that the user lie down; if the thermotherapy device is a seat-
type thermotherapy device, it is preferred that the user comfortably lean on a backrest (not shown). Here, the above-
described predetermined information includes the user’s nationality, gender or age group. If necessary, the user’s height
or weight may be added. The reason for inputting predetermined information using the remote controller 162 is to perform
required operations or processing in connection with information stored in the thermotherapy device using the information.
When the user inputs necessary information and operates the thermotherapy device 100 using the remote controller
162, the thermo-ceramic unit 110 gradually starts to move from one end of the main mat 101 opposite the auxiliary mat
102 toward the auxiliary mat 102.
[0078] It is apparent that the user information may not be input as desired. That is, when the user selects an automatic
mode, scan and treat tasks may be performed without the input of user information.
[0079] In this embodiment, according to the information input by the user, optimum information suitable for the infor-
mation is selected. When the user inputs information about his or her nationality, age and gender to the thermotherapy
device 100, this embodiment selects and specifies standard backbone information most suitable for the input information.
For example, when the user inputs a Korean male 43 years old, this embodiment selects and specifies information about
the standard backbone of a Korean male in his 40s, the information about the standard backbone of a Korean male in
his 40s may be usefully used in the following data operation step.

2). Data measurement step (S220):

[0080] This configuration includes data measurement step S220 of measuring the variation of the transfer motor 122
and the variation in the number of clicks of the encoder rotating plate 134 while moving the thermo-ceramic unit 110 in
one direction once or reciprocating the thermo-ceramic unit 110 once or several times in the state in which the user lies
down on the thermotherapy device.
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[0081] In this configuration, the user operates the thermo-ceramic unit 110 using the remote controller 162 in the state
in which the user lies down on the thermotherapy device 100. The control unit 150 rotates the transfer motor 122 in a
forward direction, and accordingly the thermo-ceramic unit 110 gradually starts to move from the upper end limit switch
163 in a central direction. At the same time, the encoder 132 starts to operate, and the rotating plate 134 gradually starts
to rotate.
[0082] In this case, the load value of the transfer motor 122 that moves the thermo-ceramic unit 110 may be varied
by the weight of the user.
[0083] If the weight of the user is high, the pressure applied to the thermo-ceramic unit 110 becomes higher, and
therefore the force received by the thermo-ceramic unit 110 increases. Furthermore, the load value thereof increases.
In contrast, if the weight of the user is relatively low, the pressure applied to the thermo-ceramic unit 110 becomes
relatively low, and therefore force received by the thermo-ceramic unit 110 decreases. The load value thereof tends to
decrease. However, since the weight of the user acts in the direction perpendicular to the direction in which the thermo-
ceramic unit 110 moves, it does not significantly influence the movement of the thermo-ceramic unit 110.
[0084] Furthermore, the load value of the transfer motor 122 may be varied by the shape of the user’s backbone.
[0085] The thermo-ceramic unit 110 is considerably influenced by the shape of the user’s backbone in the direction
in which it moves. The reason for this is that the shapes of users’ backbones do not extend straight along a rectilinear
line but are slightly curved in the form of letter S. While the thermo-ceramic unit 110 is moving inside the thermotherapy
device, part of the thermo-ceramic unit 110 experiences high resistance (load) and part of the thermo-ceramic unit 110
experiences low resistance depending on the shape of the user’s backbone, and the variation in resistance results in
variation in load applied to the transfer motor 122.
[0086] Accordingly, if the rpm of the transfer motor 122, the amount of current applied to the transfer motor 122, and
the value of voltage supplied to the transfer motor 122 are measured and the variations in the measured values are
calculated, information from which the shape of the user’s backbone can be inferred may be obtained. In this embodiment,
the variation in load applied to the transfer motor 122 is measured using the motor data measurement unit 222. As
described above, when the thermo-ceramic unit 110 is moved by applying a specific amount of voltage to the transfer
motor 122, the amount of current of the transfer motor 122 is varied by the shape of the backbone. Here, the variation
in current directly becomes a load value. Here, the separate resistance unit 124 is provided to detect variation in the
amount of current, detects the variation in the amount of current as variation in voltage, and provides the variation in
voltage to the control unit and the backbone information generation module in the form of digitized data.
[0087] Meanwhile, in this embodiment, the distance that the thermo-ceramic unit 110 moves is measured using the
rpm of the rotating plate 134 provided in the encoder 132. The plurality of sensing through holes (not shown) is formed
through the rotating plate 134, and the encoder data measurement unit 232 measures the distance that the thermo-
ceramic unit 110 moves by counting the number of clicks of the sensing through holes.

3). Data conversion step (S230):

[0088] This exemplary construction includes data conversion step S230 of receiving the data measured during the
movement of the thermo-ceramic unit 110 when the user lies down on the thermotherapy device and converting the
received data into real-time data.
[0089] In this embodiment, the motor data measurement unit 222 measures variation in the resistor 124 of the transfer
motor 122, and the first A/D conversion unit 224 converts the variation into digital data. The resulting digital data is
calculated as real-time variation data by the motor variation calculation unit 226.
[0090] Furthermore, in this exemplary construction, the encoder data measurement unit 232 measures variation in
the number of clicks of the rotating plate 134, and the second A/D converter 234 converts the variation into digital data.
The resulting digital data is calculated as real-time variation data by the encoder variation calculation unit 236.
In this embodiment, data about the user’s backbone necessary for the functionality of the thermotherapy device is
calculated by combining the variation of the encoder variation calculation unit 236 with the variation of the motor variation
calculation unit 226 at a subsequent step. 4). User’s backbone information generation step (S240):
[0091] This configuration includes user’s backbone information generation step S240 of obtaining the user’s primary
backbone information by combining the real-time motor variation data with the real-time encoder variation data, and
creating the user’s secondary backbone information by inference by comparing the primary backbone information with
data entered in the standard backbone information database.
[0092] In this embodiment, the data operation unit 242 is supplied with the real-time encoder variation and the real-
time motor variation, and performs an operation on the variations by combining them with each other. The data operation
unit 242 graphs variation in load applied to the transfer motor 122 with respect to the variation of the encoder 132. The
control unit 150 inputs the data graphed by the data operation unit 242 to the data search unit 244, which corresponds
to a subsequent stage.
[0093] In this embodiment, the data search unit 244 searches for necessary information using the real-time data
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obtained by the data operation unit 242. It is preferred that the data search unit 244 search for the reflection points of
voltage variation using the voltage variation of the motor as real-time motor variation. The points found at this step are
stored in the third memory 248.
[0094] In this embodiment, the backbone information calculation unit 246 calculates the user’s primary backbone
information based on search information input by the data search unit 244.
[0095] In the user’s primary backbone information, a location at which the voltage variation of the motor forms a first
highest peak is calculated as the location of the user’s thoracic vertebra No. 3. The location of the second highest peak
of the voltage variation of the motor is calculated as the location of the user’s lumbar vertebra No. 5. A downward curve
is formed between the location of thoracic vertebra No. 3 and the location of lumbar vertebra No. 5, a lowest peak is
formed, and then a rising curve is formed again. In this embodiment, the reason why the location of the first highest peak
of the voltage variation is selected as the location of the user’s thoracic vertebra No. 3 and the reason why the location
of the second highest peak of the voltage variation is selected as the location of the user’s lumbar vertebra No. 5 become
clear through the following experimental data.
[0096] In this embodiment, when the location of the user’s thoracic vertebra No. 3 and the location of the user’s lumbar
vertebra No. 5 are determined, the backbone information calculation unit 246 obtains the user’s backbone information
by inference based on the location of thoracic vertebra No. 3 and the location of lumbar vertebra No. 5. A method of
inferring the user’s backbone information is based on the user’s primary backbone information (the location of thoracic
vertebra No. 3 and the location of lumbar vertebra No. 5). However, a method of creating the user’s secondary backbone
information by comparing the primary backbone information with standard backbone information input in advance may
be performed.
[0097] A method of scanning a user’s human body using the thermotherapy device 100 will be described below as
the most preferred configuration.
[0098] Figs. 7 to 11 are graphs showing variations in the voltage of the transfer motor 122 measured during the use
of the thermotherapy device.
[0099] Fig. 12 is a schematic diagram of a model of the backbone of the human body.
[0100] Here, in the method of scanning the user’s human body, a bed-type thermotherapy device 100 was used, the
variation of the transfer motor 122 was based on variation in the voltage value of the transfer motor 122 that occurred
during the movement of the thermo-ceramic unit 110, and also variation in the number of clicks of the encoder 132 was
used as a reference.

<<Correlations between shapes of users’ backbones and variations in voltage of transfer motor>>

[0101] In this embodiment, the correlations between the shapes of users’ backbones and variations in the voltage of
the transfer motor 122 are objectively supported by the following experiments and their experimental results.

<(1). Correlations between body conditions of experimental participants and variations in voltage of transfer motor>

[0102] A plurality of experimental participants having different heights and weights was arbitrarily selected, and the
differences between voltages applied to the transfer motor unit 120 when the experimental participants used the bed-
type thermotherapy device 100 were measured.
[0103] Although the total number of persons who participated in the experiments of this embodiment was 18, a list of
finally determined participants and the lengths and weights of their bodies are as shown in Table 1. The bed-type
thermotherapy device used was a product (Model label: CERAGEM-3500) of a company to which the inventors of the
present invention belonged. The experimental participants had different heights and weights, as shown in Table 1:
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<(2). Experimental method>

[0104] The experiments were conducted in the following way. Each of the experimental participants was asked to lie
down on the bed-type thermotherapy device 100, with the head of the experimental participant being directed toward
the upper end limit switch 163 installed inside the main mat 101, and with the buttocks of the experimental participant
being directed toward the lower end limit switch 164 installed inside the main mat 101. In this state, the thermo-ceramic
unit 110 installed inside the main mat 101 was moved from an upper limit to a lower limit using the remote controller
162, and variations in the voltage of the transfer motor 122 were measured in real time during the movement. Furthermore,
the variations of the encoder 132 were measured based on the number of clicks by the encoder data measurement unit
232.

<(3). Results of experiments>

[0105] The correlations between the variations in the voltage of the transfer motor 122 and the variations of the encoder
132 were discussed based on the variations in the voltage of the transfer motor 122 and the variations of the encoder
132. For this purpose, the correlations were discussed with the variation of the encoder 132 set to the X axis and the
variation of the transfer motor 122 set to the Y axis. The correlations were objectively observed using Japanese Hioki
company’s measuring equipment (product name: MEMORY HiCORDER).
[0106] Figs. 7 to 11 are graphs showing the correlations between variations in voltage applied to the transfer motor
122 and distances (elapsed times) measured via the encoder 132 for each of the experimental participants.
[0107] From the results of the experiments, it can be seen that differences in voltage were exhibited depending on
the heights and/or weights of the experimental participants. However, these differences correspond to a common phe-
nomenon, and are only quantitative differences but cannot be considered to be qualitative differences.
[0108] In contrast, one fact which was common to all experimental data was found. It is the fact that voltage gradually
rose and then formed a first peak in an early state in which the thermo-ceramic unit 110 moved, gradually dropped and
continued, and rose again and then formed a final peak in the final stage. This phenomenon was common to experimental
participants whose heights are in the range from 153 cm to 182 cm and also to experimental participants whose weights
are in the range from 41.5 Kg to 90.1 Kg. This was considered to mean that the present invention could be applied to
almost all users when the fact that general users had the above-described body conditions was taken into consideration.

<(4). Results of experiments: correlations between common peaks>

[0109] Meanwhile, from the drawings of Figs. 7 to 11 obtained as a result of the experiments, it can be seen that
regardless of the body conditions of users and in common, the thermo-ceramic unit 110 moved somewhat, formed a
first peak, proceeded, and then formed a second peak. Since this phenomenon resulted from the correlations between
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the thermo-ceramic unit 110 and the users’ backbones, the correlations will be discussed below.
[0110] In this exemplary construction, according to the experimental method, points at which the thermo-ceramic unit
110 comes into contact with the backbone of each experimental participant are two points that are laterally spaced apart
from the center of the backbone of the experimental participant by about 5 cm to 15 cm, and peanut-shaped heating
units move along a succession of two points while rotating. During the movement, the thermo-ceramic unit 110 moves
along the curve of the user’s backbone, and the transfer motor 122 varies the voltage value thereof. In this case, load
is gradually applied to the transfer motor 122 when the thermo-ceramic unit 110 starts to move along the neck of the
experimental participant, the highest load is applied when the thermo-ceramic unit 110 comes into contact with the
experimental participant’s shoulder blade, the load decreases after the thermo-ceramic unit 110 passes the shoulder
blade, and higher load is applied again when the thermo-ceramic unit 110 comes into contact with the ilium of the
experimental participant. This phenomenon accurately conforms to the skeleton structure of the backbone of the human
body.
[0111] Fig. 12 is a diagram schematically illustrating the backbone of the human body. As can be understood from
Fig. 12, the backbone of the human body may be divided into the cervical vertebra portion, the thoracic vertebra portion
and the lumbar vertebra portion, and the locations at which they are placed correspond to the shoulder blade and ilium
of the human body. In light of the skeleton structure of the human body, the first peak corresponds to thoracic vertebra
No. 3, and the final peak corresponds to lumbar vertebra No. 5.
[0112] Accordingly, in this configuration, it is preferable to contrast the voltages measured in real time at data meas-
urement step S210 with each other, and then estimate the location of the first highest peak of the voltage to the location
of the user’s thoracic vertebra No. 3 and the location of the second highest peak of the voltage to be the location of the
user’s lumbar vertebra No. 5.

<<Correlations regarding usability of standard backbone information>>

<(1). Measurement of user’s backbone data>

[0113] The experimenters arbitrarily selected a plurality of experimental participants having different heights, and
performed X-ray imaging on the experimental participants in order to measure the shapes of their backbones. The
experimental participants were 14 persons presented in Table 1, who were arbitrarily selected males and females having
heights in the range from 153 cm to 182 cm and weights in the range from 41.5 Kg to 90.1 Kg. The X-ray imaging was
performed in 00 radiologic clinic which was located Sanbudong, Cheonan-si, Chungcheongnam-do, Korea. The meas-
urement was performed using a method of manually measuring printed X-ray photos and recording data.
[0114] The backbone data that was acquired from the 14 experimental participants by the experimenters based on
their X-ray photos is shown in the following Table 2:
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[0115] In Table 1, "CV 1" is cervical vertebra No. 1, "CV 2" is cervical vertebra No. 2, "TV 1" is thoracic vertebra No.
1, "TV 2" is a thoracic vertebra No. 2, "LV 1" is lumbar vertebra No. 1, and "LV 2" is lumbar vertebra No. 2.

<(2). Modeling of average shape of user’s backbones>

[0116] The experimenters calculated the average length of each of vertebrae spanning from cervical vertebra No. 1
to lumbar vertebra No. 5 based on the data of Table 2. The calculated average length may be considered to be the
users’ average backbone length. Furthermore, the relative lengths of respective vertebrae were calculated. Here, on
condition that the length of thoracic vertebra No. 3 was set to 1.00, the relative lengths of the respective vertebra were
calculated. When the relative lengths of the respective vertebrae are calculated, the data may be usefully used to
determine the length of a target backbone and/or the length of a target vertebra, and the location of the backbone and/or
the location of the vertebra. Based on Table 2, the average length of vertebrae and the relative lengths of the respective
vertebrae are shown in the following Table 3:

<(3). Usability of standard backbone information>

[0117] Table 3 lists the relative lengths of the vertebrae of the backbone that were calculated based on the actually
measured data of Table 2. Table 3 is based on a case in which a population is 14 experimental participants, and does
not consider the distinction of gender, area or age. If more participants form a population, more accurate estimated
values can be calculated. In this regard, the standard backbone information may be constructed based on a small
population as in the experiments of this exemplary construction, information that was previously constructed and used
by a government or a public organization may be utilized in order to acquire more accurate data. The standard backbone
information may be divided according to area, country, continent, age or gender.
[0118] Since this construction enables the average backbone length of users to be estimated and the length of each
vertebra to be calculated based on the standard backbone information, it may be applied to the thermotherapy device
in practice and be then used.
[0119] For example, when the user lies down on the main mat 101 and makes a scan by moving the thermo-ceramic
unit 110 along his or her back, the user can automatically become aware of the locations of his or her thoracic vertebra
No. 3 and lumbar vertebra No. 5, and can automatically become aware of the entire length of the user’s backbone, the
length of each vertebra, and the location of each vertebra based on the locations.
[0120] In this state, this configuration enables the user to select and use a curved rail suitable for the shape of his or
her backbone, to set the conditions of use so that the thermo-ceramic unit 110 can be raised or lowered at a specific
location according to a program installed in the control unit, and to input and use the suitable conditions of the use of
the thermotherapy device.
[0121] While the thermotherapy device and the method of operating the same according to the embodiments have
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been specifically described, the description illustrates only the most preferred constructions. The scope of the present
invention is determined and limited by the attached claims.
[0122] Furthermore, those having ordinary knowledge in the art could make a variety of modifications and variations
based on the description of the specification.

Claims

1. A thermotherapy device having a human body scan function, wherein
a thermo-ceramic unit (110) configured to move along a longitudinal direction of a user’s backbone,
a transfer motor unit (120) configured to move the thermo-ceramic unit (110),
wherein the transfer motor unit (120) includes a transfer motor (122) configured to move the thermo-ceramic unit
(110) along a longitudinal direction of a user’s backbone;
wherein the device further comprises:
a motor variation generation module (220) configured to measure variations in load of the transfer motor (122) of
the transfer motor unit (120), wherein the load variations of the transfer motor (122) are measured using at least
any one of rpm of the transfer motor (122), an amount of current supplied to the transfer motor (122), and a value
of voltage supplied to the transfer motor (122); and a backbone information generation module (240) configured to
generate information about a shape of the user’s backbone using data of the motor variation generation module (220).

2. The thermotherapy device according to claim 1, characterized in that it comprises an encoder unit (130) configured
to count an rpm of the transfer motor (122) and an encoder variation generation module (230) configured to measure
a distance that the thermo-ceramic unit (110) moves using data of the encoder unit (130).

3. The thermotherapy device according to claim 2, characterized in that the backbone information generation module
(240) receives data from the motor variation generation module (220) and the encoder variation generation module
(230), and generates the user’s backbone-related information including a length of the user’s backbone and a length
of each vertebra of the user’s backbone.

4. The thermotherapy device according to claim 1, characterized in that the motor variation generation module (220)
is a motor data measurement unit (222) configured to measure variations in load of the transfer motor unit (120) via
variations in current of the transfer motor (122); and the motor variation generation module (220) comprises a
resistance unit (124) configured to convert the variations in current of the transfer motor (122) into variations in
voltage variation, and a first analogue-to-digital (A/D) conversion unit (224) configured to convert the variations in
voltage into digitized data.

5. The thermotherapy device according to claim 1, characterized in that the backbone information generation module
(240) is a backbone information calculation unit (246) configured to generate information about the user’s backbone;
and the backbone information calculation unit (246) generates the information about the user’s backbone using
primary information about the user’s backbone that is acquired while the thermo-ceramic unit (110) is moving and
data entered in a standard backbone information database.

6. The thermotherapy device according to claim 5, characterized in that the primary information is lengths from the
user’s head to two or more points that are spaced apart on the user’s backbone.

7. The thermotherapy device according to claim 6, characterized in that if the points are two in number, a first point
thereof corresponds to thoracic vertebra No. 3 and a second point thereof corresponds to lumbar vertebra No. 5.

8. The thermotherapy device according to claim 5, characterized in that the data entered in the standard backbone
information database is a length of each vertebra with respect to a length of thoracic vertebra No. 3.

9. The thermotherapy device according to claim 5, characterized in that the backbone information generation module
(240) comprises a data operation unit (242) configured to receive data from the motor variation calculation unit (220)
and the encoder variation calculation unit (230), and a data search unit (244) configured to search for information
in the data received from the data operation unit (242), and to transfer the found information to the backbone
information calculation unit (246).

10. The thermotherapy device according to claim 9, characterized in that the data operation unit (242) graphs variations
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in load applied to the transfer motor (122) with respect to variations of the encoder (132), and transfers the graph
to the data search unit (242).

11. The thermotherapy device according to claim 10, characterized in that the data search unit (244) transfers infor-
mation found via one or more reflection points of the graph to the backbone information calculation unit (246).

12. Method for scanning human body using a thermotherapy device equipped with a thermo-ceramic unit (110) configured
to move along a longitudinal direction of a user’s backbone, a transfer motor unit (120) configured to move the
thermo-ceramic unit (110),
wherein the method further includes:

a preparation step (S210) of inputting user information and making preparation; a data measurement step
(S220) of measuring load variations of a transfer motor (122) of the transfer motor unit (120) configured to move
the thermo-ceramic unit (110) along a longitudinal direction of a user’s backbone; and
variations of an encoder (132) while reciprocating a thermo-ceramic unit (110); a data conversion step (S230)
of receiving the measured load variations and converting the measured variations into data; and
a backbone information generation step (S240) of receiving the resulting data and generating a user’s backbone
information, wherein the load variations of the transfer motor (122) are measured using at least any one of rpm
of the transfer motor (122), an amount of current supplied to the transfer motor (122), and a value of voltage
supplied to the transfer motor (122).

13. Method for scanning human body according to claim 12, characterized in that the backbone information generation
step (S240) comprises acquiring primary information about the user’s backbone from the received data, and gen-
erating information about the user’s backbone using the acquired primary information and data entered in a standard
backbone information database.

14. Method for scanning human body according to claim 13, characterized in that the primary information is lengths
from the user’s head to two or more points that are spaced apart on the user’s backbone.

15. Method for scanning human body according to claim 14, characterized in that, if the points are two in number, a
first point thereof corresponds to thoracic vertebra No. 3 and a second point thereof corresponds to lumbar vertebra
No. 5.

16. Method for scanning human body according to claim 15, characterized in that the data entered in the standard
backbone information database is a length of each vertebra with respect to a length of thoracic vertebra No. 3.

Patentansprüche

1. Thermotherapievorrichtung mit Körperscanfunktion, wobei eine Thermokeramikeinheit (110) konfiguriert ist, sich
entlang einer Längsrichtung des Rückgrats eines Benutzers zu bewegen,
eine Transfermotoreinheit (120) konfiguriert ist, die Thermokeramikeinheit (110) zu bewegen,
wobei die Transfermotoreinheit (120) einen Transfermotor (122) einschließt, welcher konfiguriert ist, die Thermo-
keramikeinheit (110) entlang einer Längsrichtung des Rückgrats eines Benutzers zu bewegen;
wobei die Vorrichtung weiterhin umfasst:
ein Erzeugungsmodul für Motorschwankungen (220), welches konfiguriert ist, Lastschwankungen des Transfermo-
tors (122) der Transfermotoreinheit (120) zu messen, wobei die Lastschwankungen des Transfermotors (122) unter
Verwendung mindestens einer beliebigen Drehzahl des Transfermotors (122), einer dem Transfermotor (122) zu-
geführten Strommenge und eines dem Transfermotor (122) zugeführten Spannungswerts gemessen werden; und
ein Erzeugungsmodul für Rückgratinformationen (240), welches konfiguriert ist, unter Verwendung von Daten des
Erzeugungsmoduls für Motorschwankungen (220) Informationen über die Form des Rückgrats des Benutzers zu
erzeugen.

2. Thermotherapievorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass sie eine Encoder-Einheit (130) um-
fasst, welche konfiguriert ist, eine Drehzahl des Transfermotors (122) zu zählen, und ein Erzeugungsmodul für
Encoderschwankungen (230), welches konfiguriert ist, unter Verwendung von Daten der Encoder-Einheit (130) eine
Distanz zu messen, über die sich die Thermokeramikeinheit (110) bewegt.
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3. Thermotherapievorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Erzeugungsmodul für Rück-
gratinformationen (240) Daten von dem Erzeugungsmodul für Motorschwankungen (220) und dem Erzeugungs-
modul für Encoderschwankungen (230) empfängt und die Informationen in Bezug auf das Rückgrat des Benutzers,
einschließlich einer Länge des Rückgrats des Benutzers und einer Länge eines jeden Wirbels des Rückgrats des
Benutzers, erzeugt.

4. Thermotherapievorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Erzeugungsmodul für Motor-
schwankungen (220) eine Motordatenmesseinheit (222) ist, welche konfiguriert ist, Lastschwankungen der Trans-
fermotoreinheit (120) über Stromschwankungen des Transfermotors (122) zu messen; und das Erzeugungsmodul
für Motorschwankungen (220) eine Widerstandseinheit (124) umfasst, welche konfiguriert ist, die Stromschwan-
kungen des Transfermotors (122) in Schwankungen der Spannungsschwankung umzuwandeln, und eine erste
analog-zu-digital (AD)-Wandlereinheit (224), welche konfiguriert ist, die Spannungsschwankungen in digitale Daten
umzuwandeln.

5. Thermotherapievorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Erzeugungsmodul für Rück-
gratinformationen (240) eine Berechnungseinheit für Rückgratinformationen (246) ist, welche konfiguriert ist, Infor-
mationen über das Rückgrat des Benutzers zu erzeugen; und die Berechnungseinheit für Rückgratinformationen
(246) die Informationen über das Rückgrat des Benutzers unter Verwendung von Primärinformationen über das
Rückgrat des Benutzers, welche erfasst werden, während sich die Thermokeramikeinheit (110) bewegt, und Daten,
die in einer Datenbank für Standardrückgratinformationen eingetragen sind, erzeugt.

6. Thermotherapievorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Primärinformationen die Längen
vom Kopf des Benutzers bis zu zwei oder mehr Punkten, welche beabstandet auf dem Rückgrat des Benutzers
sind, darstellen.

7. Thermotherapievorrichtung nach Anspruch 6, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass, wenn die Anzahl der Punkte zwei
ist, ein erster Punkt davon dem 3. Brustwirbel entspricht und ein zweiter Punkt davon dem 5. Lendenwirbel entspricht.

8. Thermotherapievorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die in der Datenbank für Standar-
drückgratinformationen eingetragenen Daten eine Länge eines jeden Wirbels in Bezug auf eine Länge des 3. Brust-
wirbels darstellen.

9. Thermotherapievorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Erzeugungsmodul für Rück-
gratinformationen (240) eine Datenbetriebseinheit (242) umfasst, welche konfiguriert ist, Daten von der Berech-
nungseinheit für Motorschwankungen (220) und von der Berechnungseinheit für Encoderschwankungen (230) zu
empfangen, und eine Datensucheinheit (244), welche konfiguriert ist, Informationen in den von der Datenbetriebs-
einheit (242) empfangenen Daten zu suchen und die gefundenen Informationen an die Berechnungseinheit für
Rückgratinformationen (246) zu übertragen.

10. Thermotherapievorrichtung nach Anspruch 9, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Datenbetriebseinheit (242) Last-
schwankungen, die hinsichtlich von Schwankungen des Encoders (132) auf den Transfermotor (122) ausgeübt
werden, graphisch darstellt und die graphische Darstellung an die Datensucheinheit (242) überträgt.

11. Thermotherapievorrichtung nach Anspruch 10, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Datensucheinheit (244) Infor-
mationen, die mittels einem oder mehr Reflexionspunkten der graphischen Darstellung gefunden wurden, an die
Berechnungseinheit für Rückgratinformationen (246) überträgt.

12. Verfahren zum Scannen eines menschlichen Körpers unter Verwendung einer Thermotherapievorrichtung, die aus-
gestattet ist mit einer Thermokeramikeinheit (110), welche konfiguriert ist, sich entlang einer Längsrichtung des
Rückgrats eines Benutzers zu bewegen, einer Transfermotoreinheit (120), welche konfiguriert ist, die Thermokera-
mikeinheit (110) zu bewegen, wobei das Verfahren des Weiteren beinhaltet:

einen Vorbereitungsschritt (S210) des Eingebens von Benutzerinformationen und des Treffens von Vorberei-
tungen;
einen Datenmessschritt (S220) des Messens von Lastschwankungen eines Transfermotors (122) der Trans-
fermotoreinheit (120), welche konfiguriert ist, die Thermokeramikeinheit (110) entlang einer Längsrichtung des
Rückgrats eines Benutzers zu bewegen; und
Schwankungen eines Encoders (132) während des Hin- und Herbewegens einer Thermokeramikeinheit (110);
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einen Datenumwandlungsschritt (S230) des Empfangens der gemessenen Lastschwankungen und des Um-
wandelns der gemessenen Schwankungen in Daten; und
einen Rückgratinformationserzeugungsschritt (S240) des Empfangens der resultierenden Daten und des Er-
zeugens von Rückgratinformationen eines Benutzers, wobei die Lastschwankungen des Transfermotors (122)
unter Verwendung von mindestens einer beliebigen Drehzahl des Transfermotors (122), einer dem Transfer-
motor (122) zugeführten Strommenge und eines dem Transfermotor (122) zugeführten Spannungswerts ge-
messen werden.

13. Verfahren zum Scannen eines menschlichen Körpers nach Anspruch 12, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der
Rückgratinformationserzeugungsschritt (S240) das Erfassen von Primärinformationen über das Rückgrat des Be-
nutzers von den empfangenen Daten und das Erzeugen von Informationen über das Rückgrat des Benutzers unter
Verwendung der erfassten Primärinformationen und von Daten, die in einer Datenbank für Standardrückgratinfor-
mationen eingetragen sind, umfasst.

14. Verfahren zum Scannen eines menschlichen Körpers nach Anspruch 13, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die
Primärinformationen die Längen vom Kopf des Benutzers bis zu zwei oder mehr Punkten, welche beabstandet auf
dem Rückgrat des Benutzers sind, darstellen.

15. Verfahren zum Scannen eines menschlichen Körpers nach Anspruch 14, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass, wenn
die Anzahl der Punkte zwei ist, ein erster Punkt davon dem 3. Brustwirbel entspricht und ein zweiter Punkt davon
dem 5. Lendenwirbel entspricht.

16. Verfahren zum Scannen eines menschlichen Körpers nach Anspruch 15, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die in
der Datenbank für Standardrückgratinformationen eingetragenen Daten eine Länge eines jeden Wirbels in Bezug
auf eine Länge des 3. Brustwirbels darstellen.

Revendications

1. Dispositif de thermothérapie ayant une fonction de balayage corporel, dans lequel une unité thermo-céramique
(110) est configurée de manière à se déplacer le long de la colonne vertébrale d’un utilisateur,
une unité de moteur de marche (120) est configurée de manière à entraîner l’unité thermo-céramique (110),
l’unité de moteur de marche (120) comportant un moteur de marche (122) configuré de manière à entraîner l’unité
thermo-céramique (110) le long de la colonne vertébrale d’un utilisateur ;
ledit dispositif comprenant également :
un module de génération des variations du moteur (220), configuré de manière à mesurer des variations de charge
du moteur de marche (122) de l’unité de moteur de marche (120), sachant que les variations de charge du moteur
de marche (122) sont mesurées à l’aide d’au moins l’une parmi: la vitesse de rotation du moteur de marche (122),
une quantité de courant fournie au moteur de marche (122) et une valeur de tension fournie au moteur de marche
(122) ; et un module de génération d’informations de la colonne vertébrale (240), configuré de manière à générer
des informations sur la forme de la colonne vertébrale de l’utilisateur en utilisant des données du module de génération
des variations du moteur (220).

2. Dispositif de thermothérapie selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce qu’il comprend une unité d’encodeur (130)
configurée de manière à mesurer une vitesse de rotation du moteur de marche (122), et un module de génération
des variations de l’encodeur (230) configuré de manière à mesurer une distance parcourue par l’unité thermo-
céramique (110) en utilisant des données de l’unité d’encodeur (130).

3. Dispositif de thermothérapie selon la revendication 2, caractérisé en ce que le module de génération des informa-
tions de la colonne vertébrale (240) reçoit des données du module de génération des variations du moteur (220) et
du module de génération des variations de l’encodeur (230) et génère les informations sur la colonne vertébrale de
l’utilisateur, y compris une longueur de la colonne vertébrale de l’utilisateur et une longueur de chaque vertèbre de
la colonne vertébrale de l’utilisateur.

4. Dispositif de thermothérapie selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce que le module de génération des variations
du moteur (220) est une unité de mesure des données du moteur (222) configurée de manière à mesurer des
variations de charge de l’unité de moteur de marche (120) au moyen des variations de courant du moteur de marche
(122) ; et le module de génération des variations du moteur (220) comprend une unité de résistance (124) configurée
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de manière à convertir les variations de courant du moteur de marche (122) en variations de la variation de tension,
et une première unité de conversion analogique-numérique (A/D) (224), configurée de manière à convertir les
variations de tension en données numériques.

5. Dispositif de thermothérapie selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce que le module de génération des informa-
tions de la colonne vertébrale (240) est une unité de calcul des informations de la colonne vertébrale (246) configurée
de manière à générer des informations sur la colonne vertébrale de l’utilisateur ; et l’unité de calcul des informations
de la colonne vertébrale (246) génère les informations sur la colonne vertébrale de l’utilisateur à l’aide des infor-
mations primaires sur la colonne vertébrale de l’utilisation, enregistrées lors du déplacement de l’unité thermo-
céramique (110), et des données saisies dans une banque de données regroupant des informations normalisées
sur la colonne vertébrale.

6. Dispositif de thermothérapie selon la revendication 5, caractérisé en ce que les informations primaires sont les
longueurs entre la tête de l’utilisateur et deux ou plusieurs points espacés sur la colonne vertébrale de l’utilisateur.

7. Dispositif de thermothérapie selon la revendication 6, caractérisé en ce que, si les points sont au nombre de deux,
le premier point correspond à la 3ème vertèbre thoracique et le second point correspond à la 5ème vertèbre lombaire.

8. Dispositif de thermothérapie selon la revendication 5, caractérisé en ce que les données saisies dans la banque
de données des informations normalisées sur la colonne vertébrale représentent une longueur de chaque vertèbre
par rapport à une longueur de la 3ème vertèbre thoracique.

9. Dispositif de thermothérapie selon la revendication 5, caractérisé en ce que le module de génération des informa-
tions de la colonne vertébrale (240) comprend une unité de commande de données (242) configurée de manière
à recevoir des données de l’unité de calcul des variations du moteur (220) et de l’unité de calcul des variations de
l’encodeur (230) et une unité de recherche de données (244) configurée de manière à rechercher des informations
parmi les données reçues de l’unité de commande de données (242) et à transmettre les informations trouvées à
l’unité de calcul des informations de la colonne vertébrale (246).

10. Dispositif de thermothérapie selon la revendication 9, caractérisé en ce que l’unité de commande de données
(242) montre de façon graphique des variations de charge appliquées sur le moteur de marche (122) par rapport
aux variations de l’encodeur (132) et transmet la présentation graphique à l’unité de recherche de données (242).

11. Dispositif de thermothérapie selon la revendication 10, caractérisé en ce que l’unité de recherche de données
(244) transmet des informations trouvées au moyen d’un ou de plusieurs points de réflexion de la présentation
graphique à l’unité de calcul des informations de la colonne vertébrale (246).

12. Procédé de balayage d’un corps humain utilisant un dispositif de thermothérapie, équipée d’une unité thermo-
céramique (110) configurée de manière à se déplacer suivant le long de la colonne vertébrale d’un utilisateur, d’une
unité de moteur de marche (120) configurée de manière à entraîner l’unité thermo-céramique (110), ledit procédé
comprenant également les étapes suivantes :

une étape de préparation (S210) consistant à saisir des informations d’utilisateur et à réaliser des préparations ;
une étape de mesure de données (S220) consistant à mesurer des variations de charge d’un moteur de marche
(122) de l’unité de moteur de marche (120) configurée de manière à entraîner l’unité thermo-céramique (110)
le long de la colonne vertébrale d’un utilisateur ; et
des variations d’un encodeur (132) pendant l’entraînement en va-et-vient d’une unité thermo-céramique (110) ;
une étape de conversion de données (S230) consistant à recevoir les variations de charge mesurées et à
convertir les variations mesurées en données ; et
une étape de génération d’informations de la colonne vertébrale (S240) consistant à recevoir les résultats et à
générer des informations sur la colonne vertébrale d’un utilisateur, sachant que les variations de charge du
moteur de marche (122) sont mesurées à l’aide d’au moins une parmi: la vitesse de rotation du moteur de
marche (122), une quantité de courant fournie au moteur de marche (122) et une valeur de tension fournie au
moteur de marche (122).

13. Procédé de balayage corporel selon la revendication 12, caractérisé en ce que l’étape de génération d’informations
de la colonne vertébrale (S240) comprend l’enregistrement d’informations primaires sur la colonne vertébrale de
l’utilisateur à partir des données reçues et la génération d’informations sur la colonne vertébrale de l’utilisateur au
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moyen des informations primaires enregistrées, saisies dans une banque de données regroupant des informations
normalisées de la colonne vertébrale.

14. Procédé de balayage corporel selon la revendication 13, caractérisé en ce que les informations primaires sont les
longueurs entre la tête de l’utilisateur et deux ou plusieurs points espacés sur la colonne vertébrale de l’utilisateur.

15. Procédé de balayage corporel selon la revendication 14, caractérisé en ce que, si les points sont au nombre de
deux, le premier point correspond à la 3ème vertèbre thoracique et le second point correspond à la 5ème vertèbre
lombaire.

16. Procédé de balayage corporel selon la revendication 15, caractérisé en ce que les données saisies dans la banque
de données des informations normalisées sur la colonne vertébrale représentent une longueur de chaque vertèbre
par rapport à une longueur de la 3ème vertèbre thoracique.
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