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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] This invention relates generally to automatic pa-
tient positioning systems and more particularly to auto-
matic patient positioning systems used in radiological im-
aging and therapeutic systems having optical scanning
for the patient positioning as well as for scan range de-
tection and dynamic patient monitoring during radio-
graphic imaging in such systems.

BACKGROUND

[0002] As is known in the art, Computed Tomography
(CT) is a tool used for both patient diagnostic examination
and to plan modem radiation therapy. Under direction of
an radiologists, a CT device generates multiple x-ray im-
ages of a patient and assimilates the images into a two-
dimensional cross-sectional CT image of the patient’s
body. Unlike traditional x-ray images, a CT image depicts
both hard objects such as bone and soft tissue including
tumors. As a result, the CT image may be used for diag-
nosis, to delineate diseased tissue and healthy organs-
at-risk, to define a treatment isocenter, and to design
properties of a radiation beam usable to treat the patient
(e.g., beam type, shape, dosage, duration).
[0003] As is also known in the art, CT virtual simulation
gives clinicians the flexibility needed to treat the tumor,
while avoiding organs-at-risk. This is done by graphic
simulation of the treatment process and designing the
optimum scenario for the treatment. The use of CT sim-
ulation improves the accuracy of treatment planning.
More accurate planning puts a heavy demand on accu-
rate patient positioning. In order to create a CT image,
the patient is carefully positioned so as to permit x-ray
radiation emitted by the CT device to intercept only an
area of the patient’s body that is of interest, and to avoid
tissue in other areas. Immobilization devices and radia-
tion shields are often used to achieve these ends. Addi-
tionally, for acquiring diagnostic CT it is important to min-
imize the patient preparation time, which includes posi-
tioning of the patient on the scanning table depending on
various protocols and also acquiring so called topograms
to roughly establish the scanning range.
[0004] Laser projectors provide one method of marking
of the patient. The marks placed on patient skin are then
used for the placement of patient under the dose delivery
system. Laser making relies on a few points for patient
alignment. The alignment of these few points ensures
the correct placement of the patient as a whole; however,
this technique fails to account for body deformations that
often occur during transport of the patient. This problem
often occurs during treatment of obese patients, and also
for the treatment of the breast. For example, it is important
to reposition the patient in such a way that a compliant
breast is the exact shape as it was while the patient was
on the CT table. Lasers are also used in general scanning

to mark the "iso-center" which indicates the region where
the physician is interested to scan. The concept of the
laser for radiotherapy is bit more precise since the patient
position needs to be reproduced at the time of the treat-
ment.
[0005] Treatment plans are designed to maximize ra-
diation delivered to a target while minimizing radiation
delivered to healthy tissue. However, a treatment plan is
designed assuming that relevant portions of a patient will
be in a particular position during treatment. If the relevant
portions are not positioned exactly as required by the
treatment plan, the goals of maximizing target radiation
and minimizing healthy tissue radiation may not be
achieved. More specifically, errors in positioning the pa-
tient can cause the delivery of low radiation doses to tu-
mors and high radiation doses to sensitive healthy tissue.
The potential for misdelivery increases with increased
positioning errors.
[0006] As is also known in the art, Polhemus (Colches-
ter, VT, USA) currently markets laser based three dimen-
sional (3D) scanning system (an object 3D optical imag-
ing system wherein, for each X-Y position on the object,
in additional to data representative of the intensity or re-
flected energy received by the system at such X, Y po-
sition, data is obtained of the distance (i.e., depth) from
such position on the object from the focal plane of the
system) that is called a FastSCAN system. This system
exploits a laser source, single or stereo camera system,
plus a magnetic tracking device in order to instantly ac-
quire three dimensional surface images when one
sweeps the handheld laser scanning wand over an ob-
ject. This is done in a manner similar to spray painting.
FastSCAN system works by projecting a fan of laser light
on the object while the camera views the laser to record
cross-sectional depth profiles. Metron Systems Inc.
(Snoqualmie, WA, USA) has similar concept except that
the laser and camera systems are mounted on platform
which has a controlled translational motion. Most of the
3D optical imaging systems are geared toward industrial
applications requiring very high precision for applications
such as reverse engineering of parts, rapid prototyping,
and/or quality control.
[0007] One technique suggested for positioning a re-
gion of a subject to be examined is in U. S. United States
Patent Application publication No. 2007/0172102 A1,
published July 26, 2007, disclosing the preamble of claim
1.

SUMMARY

[0008] In accordance with the present invention, a pa-
tient positioning system as defined in claim 1 is provided
for positioning a patient relative to radiographic equip-
ment.
[0009] In one embodiment, the 3D optical imaging sys-
tem is fixed relative to the radiographic equipment.
[0010] In one embodiment, the radiographic equip-
ment is computed tomography equipment.
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[0011] In one embodiment, the portion of the field of
view extends into the bore includes therein a portion of
the patient when the patient is positioned in the bore.
[0012] According to the invention, a method for dis-
playing temporal (i.e., time) changes in a patient posi-
tioned within a bore of radiographic equipment is provid-
ed as defined in claim 6.
[0013] With such arrangements an optical system is
provided that is coupled with a radiological imaging such
as a Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) or Computed
Tomography (CT) machine or a therapeutic system such
as a linear accelerator (LINAC). The purpose of the op-
tical system is to scan the patient prior to the radiological
scan or the therapeutic procedure in order to first auto-
matically recognize the patient position and second to
automatically detect the radiological scan range accord-
ing to various scanning/imaging protocols. The details of
one or more examples are set forth in the accompanying
drawings and the description below.
[0014] Other features, objects, and advantages will be
apparent from the description and drawings, and from
the claims.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0015]

FIG 1 is a diagram of a patient positioning system
for positioning a patient relative to radiographic
equipment in accordance with the invention;
FIG 2 is a block diagram of equipment used in the
patient positioning system of FIG 1;
FIG 3 is a flowchart of a process used to calibrate
the patient positioning system of FIG 1;
FIG. 4 is a flowchart of a process used by the patient
positioning system of FIG 1 in providing automatic
scan range detection;
FIG. 5 is a flowchart of a process used by the patient
positioning system of FIG 1 in providing automatic
patient motion detection;
FIG 6 is a diagram of the patient positioning system
of FIG 1 showing a field of view of a 3D imaging
system used in such system and used in the auto-
matic patient motion detection process of FIG 6; and
FIG 7 shows on the left dynamic patient monitoring
based a motion surrogate (left) in order to generate
indication for either image gating or an interventional
action (stop and go linac procedure, for example,
depicted in the right image) in accordance with the
automatic patient motion detection process of FIGS.
5 and 6.

[0016] Like reference symbols in the various drawings
indicate like elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0017] The following description is presented to enable

one of ordinary skill in the art to make and use the inven-
tion as defined in the claims.
[0018] Descriptions of specific embodiments and ap-
plications are provided only as examples and various
modifications will be readily apparent to those skilled in
the art. The general principles described herein may be
applied to other embodiments and applications.
[0019] Thus, the present invention is not to be limited
by the embodiments shown, but is to be accorded the
widest scope consistent with the claims. For purpose of
clarity, details relating to technical material that is known
in the technical fields related to the invention have not
been described in detail.
[0020] Referring now to FIG. 1, a patient positioning
system is shown for positioning a patient relative to ra-
diographic equipment, here computed tomography
("CT") equipment. It should be understood that the radi-
ographic equipment may be radiological imaging such
as a Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) or Computed
Tomography (CT) machine or a therapeutic system such
as a linear accelerator (LINAC). The patient positioning
system includes a 3D imaging system fixed relative to
the computed tomography ("CT") equipment, for optically
scanning the patient. The optical system has a focal plane
and providing, for each position on the object, data rep-
resentative of the intensity of reflected energy received
by the system at such position and data representative
of distance from such position on the object to the focal
plane of the system. The patient positioning system in-
cludes: a table apparatus for supporting the patient and
for moving the table relative to the radiographic equip-
ment in response to positioning signals; and a processor
responsive to data from the radiographic equipment and
the data from the a 3D imaging system for producing the
positioning signals.
[0021] More particularly, FIG. 1 shows a computed to-
mography ("CT") room 100 configured to acquire data in
accordance with some embodiments of the present dis-
closure. CT room 100 includes CT device 200, CT table
300, patient 400, and 3D optical imaging apparatus 500
mounted to the device 200, as shown. CT device 200 is
used to obtain CT data representing at least a portion of
patient 400. Specifically, CT device acquires CT data by
exploiting the x-ray principal: as x-rays pass through the
body they are absorbed or attenuated at differing levels,
thereby creating a matrix or profile of x-ray beams of dif-
ferent strength. In conventional x-ray imaging, an image
of the profile is produced using film that is sensitive to x-
rays. In the case of CT, the film is replaced by a banana-
shaped detector that measures the x-ray profile and out-
puts data representing the profile.
[0022] The x-ray detector, not shown, is mounted on
a rotating frame inside CT device 200. Mounted opposite
to the detector is an x-ray tube that emits a fan beam of
x-rays as the rotating frame spins the x-ray tube and de-
tector around patient 400. As the x-ray tube and detector
spin, the detector measures profiles of the attenuated x-
ray beam. Typically, in one 360 degree spin, about 1,000
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profiles are measured. Each profile is subdivided spatial-
ly by the detector and fed into about 700 individual data
channels. Each profile is then reconstructed into a two-
dimensional image of the portion or "slice" that was
scanned. The two-dimensional images may be proc-
essed to create a three-dimensional image. Both the two-
dimensional images and the three-dimensional image
are referred to herein as CT data, and both show tissue
as well as bone. In some embodiments, the acquired CT
data are represented in a CT coordinate frame, depicted
by fct:(xct, yct, zct) of FIG. 1.
[0023] CT table 300 is used to position a patient before,
during and after acquisition of CT data. As such, CT table
300 is capable of moving so as to place relevant portions
of the patient 400 in the path of the x-ray beam within CT
device 200. This movement may be under the control of
an operator and/or a computer program. It should be not-
ed that any currently or hereafter-known CT table and
CT device may be used.
[0024] FIG. 2 illustrates internal architectures of vari-
ous elements of CT room 100, including CT device 200
and 3D optical imaging 500. Also illustrated is an internal
architecture of CT computer 600, which is not shown in
CT room 100. CT computer 600 may be operated so as
to cause CT device 200 to perform steps in accordance
with embodiments of the present disclosure. CT compu-
ter 600 may be located within CT room 100, in a radiation-
proof room adjacent to CT room 100, or elsewhere.
[0025] As shown, CT device 200 includes radiographic
scanning device 210, which includes the x-ray tube and
detector described above as well as other physical de-
vices needed to generate x-ray profiles. CT controller
220 controls scanning device 210 using internal logic
and/or executable process steps. Accordingly, scanning
device 210 may comprise a microprocessor, a program-
mable logic controller or the like. Some of these process
steps may be part of scanning program 232 stored in
memory 230. In this regard, scanning program 232 in-
cludes executable process steps for controlling the hard-
ware elements of CT device 100 to scan a body and to
thereby generate x-ray profiles. The generated x-ray pro-
files are stored in memory 230 as CT data 234. CT data
234 may include raw profile data, two-dimensional imag-
es generated based on raw profile data, and three-di-
mensional images generated based on raw profile data
and/or two-dimensional images.
[0026] CT computer 600 includes input device 610,
output device 620, CT computer controller 630, and CT
computer memory 640. Input device 610 may be manip-
ulated by an operator to submit commands to CT com-
puter 600 and to CT device 200. Input device 610 may
therefore comprise one or more of a keyboard, a pointing
device, a touch screen or any other input device. Output
device 630 is used to output images, data and text to the
operator, and therefore may comprise a display, a printer,
and the like. Data may also be input to and output from
CT computer 600 using a communication port (not
shown) that links CT computer 600 to other devices. For

example, commands may be transmitted to and CT data
may be received from CT device 200 over such a com-
munication port.
[0027] CT computer controller 630 controls elements
of CT computer 600 according to internal logic and/or
executable process steps. The process steps may be
received from another device or stored in memory 640.
Process steps used to control the functions of CT device
200 are found in CT program 641. Treatment plan gen-
erator stores process steps that are executable to gen-
erate a radiation treatment plan based on CT data, virtual
camera images, and data of for a linear accelerator (linac)
643, not shown.
[0028] CT computer data 644 includes CT data 234
generated by CT device 200 in any format, including raw
and/or image format. The 3D imaging optical apparatus
500 creates a 3D image (i.e., optimal intensity and depth,
as described above) data 646 that is in the coordinate
system of the 3D optical imaging apparatus 500. A cali-
bration procedure described below generates coordinate
transformation terms relating the coordinate system of
the CT apparatus 200 and the 3D optical imaging system
500.
[0029] Each of the devices shown in FIG. 2 may include
less or more elements than those shown. In addition,
embodiments of the invention are not limited to the two
devices shown.
[0030] Briefly, in accordance with the present disclo-
sure, 3D optical scanning of a body is extended to appli-
cations within medical imaging arena. Specifically, the
system described in more detail below, automatically rec-
ognizes the patient position on the imaging couch (i.e.,
table) of CT scanning apparatus as shown in FIG. 1. The
system, to be described, also detects various anatomical
sections required for different radiological scanning pro-
tocols. Here, two preferred embodiments are described.
The first embodiment uses for the 3D scanning system
500, a 3D time of flight (TOF) camera such as (Mesa
Imaging AG, Zuerich, Switzerland) is used within or close
to the CT scanner bore. The main purpose of this camera
is to acquire the 3D optical profile of the patient while the
patient is automatically transferred (using the imaging
system couch inside of the bore prior to radiological scan-
ning process. Since the field of view of the camera is
limited, both depth and optical images of the patient need
to be stitched together to get a full whole body optical
scan of the patient. The whole body surface mesh of the
patient is extracted from the whole body stitched depth
image. This whole body compounded optical image and
the surface mesh of the patient from the 3D TOF camera
plus and an additional optical image from a side camera
are then processed to extract the patient position (e.g.,
Head First Supine ...) and anatomical based radiological
scan ranges.
[0031] In the second embodiment, a combination of a
line projector (laser or collimated line strip) and a camera
is used for the 3D optical scanning system 500. The pro-
jected light encodes the patient profile (relative to the
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couch) as seen on the sequence of optical images as the
patient is transported into the scanner by the imaging
couch 300. These profiles at each couch position are
then stitched together to provide a three-dimensional
whole body surface mesh of the patient.

Calibration

[0032] In both embodiments the reconstructed 3D op-
tical surface mesh points need to be transformed into the
radiological scanner or the therapeutic machine coordi-
nate system (e.g., CT imaging coordinate system). As
the optical imaging system 500 is mechanically attached
to the frame of the radiological scanning system 200, this
relationship can be thought to be constant and needs to
be calibrated once. However, in order to be able to ac-
curately stitch and combine the 3D reconstruction, accu-
rate (repeatable) couch position information needs to be
exploited as well.
[0033] In order to do such a calibration, a phantom is
used with specific set of landmarks, which can be unique-
ly identified in both reconstructed radiological volume and
optically extracted surface mesh.
[0034] The calibration process can be outlined as fol-
lows:

• Scan the phantom using the 3D optical imaging sys-
tem 500 and record information such as couch po-
sition in millimeters and the optical images at each
couch position.

• Reconstruct a surface mesh using the optical imag-
es.

• Scan the phantom using radiological imaging system
and reconstruct the image in the (global) radiograph-
ic imaging coordinate system (NOT the patient opti-
cal coordinate system).

• Identify a set of corresponding landmarks between
the two reconstructions.

• Use the landmarks to find a homogenous transfor-
mation mapping these coordinate systems to one
another.

[0035] More particularly, referring to FIG. 3, the phan-
tom is fixed on the CT couch 300, Step 302. Next, the
phantom is scanned using the 3D optical scanning sys-
tem 500, Step 304. Next, a 3D mesh is constructed using
data from the optical scans, Step 306. Next, the fixed
phantom is scanned using radiological imaging system
200, Step 308. Next, a set of corresponding landmarks
is identified from both the radiologically scan and the op-
tical scan, Step 310. Next, a registration process is used
to map the landmarks from the data from the optical scans
to the data radiologically scanned and thereby generate
a coordination transformation between a coordinate sys-
tem used by the optical system 500 and a coordinate
system used by the radiological imaging apparatus 200,
Step 312.

Automatic Scan Range Detection

[0036] Referring now to FIG. 4, the process for auto-
matic scan range detection is shown. The process is used
for positioning the patient relative to the radiographic
equipment. As noted above, the patient positioning sys-
tem includes the 3D optical imaging system 500 (FIG. 1)
for optically scanning the patient 400. The optical system
500 has a focal plane (not shown) and provides, for each
position on the patient 400, data representative of the
intensity of reflected energy received by the system from
such position and data representative of distance from
such position on the patient 400 to the focal plane of the
system; a table apparatus 300 for supporting the patient
400 and for moving the table 300 relative to the radio-
graphic equipment 200 in response to positioning sig-
nals; a processor 1000 responsive to data from the radi-
ographic equipment 200 and the data from the a 3D op-
tical imaging system 500 for producing the positioning
signals for the table apparatus 300. The method of posi-
tioning the table apparatus 300 includes performing the
calibration procedure described above in connection with
FIG 3. Thus, the method first performs the calibration to
generate coordination transformation between a coordi-
nate system used by the 3D optical imaging system 500
and a coordinate system used by the radiological imaging
system 200.
with the patient 400 on the table 300, (Step 402) the proc-
ess scans the patient 400 with the 3D optical imaging
system 200 to obtaining optical energy intensity data and
depth data over a field of view of the 3D optical scanning
system 200, Step 404. Next, the optical intensity and
depth images are stitched for various couch positions as
the patient is moved into the bore 502, Step 406. Next,
the processor 1000 constructs a "whole body" 3D mesh
of the patient along with the corresponding optical image,
Step 408. The "whole body" mesh is used to identify var-
ious body section either using atlases or landmark de-
tection techniques, Step 410. (As described in more de-
tail below, see "Atlas-Based Recognition of Anatomical
Structures and Landmarks to Support the Virtual Three-
Dimensional Planning of Hip Operations", Medical Image
Computing and Computer-Assisted Intervention - MIC-
CAI 2003. Furthermore for the optical images, an outline
of the patient is extracted a knowledge based technique
is used as described in Bottom-up Recognition and Pars-
ing of the Human Body, IEEE Conference on Computer
Vision and Pattern Recognition (CVPR), 2007.)
[0037] Next, the radiologist specifies a scan range in
the coordinate system of the imaging device based on
the specified range and the coordinate transformation
terms obtained during the calibration process, Step 412.
The range information is used to generate the position
signal for the table 300.

Stitching Issues (Image Processing)

[0038] As the couch 300 transports the patient into the
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imaging bore 502, a sequence of optical (i.e., optical in-
tensity) and depth images are acquired by the 3D optical
imaging system 500. The first issue is how to stitch these
optical images in order to have a seamless compounded
whole body optical intensity and depth image (i.e., 3D
optical image) of the patient, which can be processed
and displayed in lieu of, for example, topograms in com-
puter tomography (CT). Further, it can be used to recon-
struct whole body surface mesh of the patient. In order
to do this, only small area of the images is used, which
is passing though the middle section of the image and is
perpendicular to the direction of the couch movement.
This selection is mainly made to minimize the inaccura-
cies that might arise from stitching of the overlapping
consecutive perspective images.

Scan Range Detection Issues (Recognition)

[0039] Once the whole body optical (i.e., optical inten-
sity) and/or depth compounded 3D optical image is con-
structed the second step is to recognize various sections
of this (these) optical image(s) or the surface mesh cor-
responding to specific optical anatomical landmarks.
Here, an atlas based approach is used to deal with the
reconstructed optical surface mesh of patient using the
depth information, as is described in Atlas-Based Rec-
ognition of Anatomical Structures and Landmarks to Sup-
port the Virtual Three-Dimensional Planning of Hip Op-
erations, Medical Image Computing and Computer-As-
sisted Intervention - MICCAI 2003. Furthermore for the
optical images, an outline of the patient is extracted a
knowledge based technique is used as described in Bot-
tom-up Recognition and Parsing of the Human Body,
IEEE Conference on Computer Vision and Pattern Rec-
ognition (CVPR), 2007.

Auto Centering the Imaging Couch

[0040] In additional to scanning range detection, the
optically generated surface mesh, along with the stitched
optical images (from top and the side) can be used to
estimate the position of the internal organs based on a-
priori knowledge of anatomy derived from a model patient
CT scan. This information can be used within some of
the scanning protocols, where it is required to change
the height of the imaging couch automatically in order to
focus on a volume of interest (VOI) (e.g., head or kid-
neys).

Dynamic Patient Monitoring

[0041] Both embodiments can be used in the dynamic
mode. The real time surface measurements from the first
embodiment can be used as a surrogate for patient move-
ment in real-time. The real-time surface encodes both
patient physical movements and also physiological
changes and movements, for instance, due to the breath-
ing. Surface measurements (point cloud) generated in

(near) real-time need to be processed and the measure-
ment dimension needs to be reduced to, for instance,
one as shown in FIG. 7. The dimension reduction meth-
ods such as the one described in [Ali Khamene, Jan K.
Warzelhan, Sebastian Vogt, Daniel Elgort, Christophe
Chefd’Hotel, Jeffrey L. Duerk, Jonathan S. Lewin, Frank
K. Wacker, Frank Sauer:

Characterization of Internal Organ Motion Using
Skin Marker Positions. MICCAI (2) 2004: 526-533
can be used. One possible solution is, for example,
the geodesic length between one corresponding
point pair across the time varying surface measure-
ments. The length resembles the strain measured
by a belt as implemented in commercial breathing
surrogate devices such as ANZAI [ANZAI MEDICAL
CO.,LTD 3-6-25 Nishi-shinagawa Shinagawa-ku,
Tokyo 141-0033, Japan].

[0042] In the second embodiment, the real-time depth
profile of the patient reconstructed based on the projec-
tion of single or double line laser(s) or collimated light
strip(s) can be used as a breathing surrogate. The di-
mension reduction in this case is simpler since the signal
is already spatially one dimensional.
[0043] The estimated real-time respiratory state of the
patient can be used to:

Support CT interventions, where in a stop and go
manner the system can show, the interventional ra-
diologist, the time interval at which the actual respi-
ratory state is matching the patient physiological
state (e.g., breathing) imaged and used for guidance.
FIG. 7) shows on the left dynamic patient monitoring
based a motion surrogate (left) in order to generate
indication for either image gating or an interventional
action (LINAC gating procedure, for example, de-
picted in the right image).

[0044] During the gating procedure the radiation beam
is turned on and off depending on the amplitude of the
surrogate signal (i.e., the signal generated from the pa-
tient in real-time as (s) he/she breathes. More particular-
ly, the signal extracted from the moving mesh (such mov-
ing resulting from results of scanning patient while
breathing and which is representative of the patient’s
breathing pattern.
[0045] The specific amplitude of the surrogate signal
is recorded during the planning as the indication of the
patient physiological state. During the treatment the
beam is turned on only if the real-time surrogate signal
amplitude is within a range of the planned amplitude,
otherwise the beam is off. The procedure ensures that
the radiation is only applied to the tumor at the planned
position.

• Use it as a bio-feedback for the patient in order to
reproduce a specified respiratory state (coached
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breathing),
• Combine with an navigation system to support res-

piratory correction and compensation (for example
using 4D CT),

• Use it as a part of the radiotherapy planning proce-
dure and to compare the follow-up scans,

[0046] Finally, use it to bin and retro-respectively re-
construct multiple phases of CT scans (gated reconstruc-
tion).
[0047] More particularly, and referring to FIG. 5, with
the patient lying on the CT couch, Step 502, the patient
is continuously scanned using 3D optical scanning sys-
tem 500 in real time, Step 504. It is noted from FIG. 6
that a portion of the field of view 602 of the optical system
500 extends into the frontal portion of the bore onto a
portion of the patient. Next, the processor 1000 con-
structs a 3D mesh of the section that is being radiologi-
cally scanned along with the corresponding optical im-
age, Step 506. Next, the processor 1000 identifies chang-
es in the mesh topology and displays such changes as
a Surrogate for patient breathing and/or movement, Step
508.

Additional Aspects

[0048] The generated surface especially in the area of
the face can be used for verifying patient identification,
specifically for the follow-up scans. On demand optical
rescanning of the patient can also reveal patient move-
ments during an interventional or therapeutic procedure.

Variations and Extensions

[0049] The disclosure can be extended to just use com-
pounded optical images without the depth image or the
reconstructed surface mesh. For these cases, the optical
images need to be processed robustly enough for the
purpose of body section detection. Dynamic (temporal)
changes within the optical images can also be quantified
as used a surrogate for motion. The optical scanning sys-
tem (both embodiments) can be used in conjunction with
a therapeutic system such as linear accelerator. If the
therapeutic system has an on-board imaging capability,
the calibration method as explained can directly be ap-
plied. Otherwise, a mechanical calibration method
should be utilized. Furthermore, other 3D scanning tech-
nologies can interchangeably be used as long as the cal-
ibration procedure is performed as explained above.
[0050] A number of embodiments have been de-
scribed. Nevertheless, it will be understood that various
modifications may be made.

Claims

1. A patient positioning system for positioning a patient
(400) relative to radiographic equipment (200), such

system comprising:

the radiographic equipment (200);

a 3D optical imaging system (500) being
configured for optically scanning the patient
(400), such 3D optical imaging system (500)
having a focal plane and a field of view
(602), such 3D optical imaging system (500)
being configured for providing, for each po-
sition on the object, data representtative of
the intensity of reflected energy received by
the system from such position and data rep-
resentative of distance from such position
on the object to the focal plane;

a table apparatus (300) being config-
ured for supporting the patient (400)
and for moving the table (300) relative
to the radiographic equipment (200) in
response to positioning signals, the ra-
diographic equipment (200) having a
bore (502), which is configured for re-
ceiving the table (300) as such table
(300) passes from a region external of
the bore (502) into the bore (502);
a processor (1000) being configured for
producing, responsive to data from the
radiographic equipment (200) and the
data from the 3D optical imaging sys-
tem (500), the positioning signals,

characterized in that the field of view (602) of the
3D optical imaging system (500) extends from the
region external of the bore (502) and into a portion
internal of the bore (502).

2. The system recited in claim 1 wherein the 3D optical
imaging system (500) is fixed relative to the radio-
graphic equipment (200).

3. The system recited in claim 1 wherein the 3D optical
scanning system (500) includes a line projector and
a camera.

4. The system recited in claim 3 wherein the line pro-
jector is laser or collimated line strip.

5. The system recited in claim 1 wherein the radio-
graphic equipment (200) is computed tomography
equipment (200).

6. A method of using the system of claim 1 for displaying
temporal changes in a patient (400) positioned within
the bore (502) of the radiographic equipment (200),
such method comprising:

positioning (502) the patient (400) in the bore
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(502) of the radiographic equipment (200),
generating a coordination transformation be-
tween a coordinate system used by the 3D op-
tical imaging system (500) and a coordinate sys-
tem used by the radiographic equipment (200)
by performing a calibration process;
with the patient (400) positioned in the bore, con-
tinuously scanning (504) the patient (400) in real
time with the 3D optical imaging system (500)
with a portion of the field of view (602) extending
into the bore (502);
constructing (506) a 3D mesh of the portion of
the patient (400) being optically scanned; iden-
tifying (508) temporal changes in the mesh to-
pology; and
displaying (508) such temporal changes as a
surrogate for patient breathing and/or move-
ment.

7. The method recited in claim 6 wherein the calibration
process comprises:

fixing (302) a phantom on the table (300);
scanning (304) the phantom with the 3D optical
imaging system (500);
scanning (308) the phantom with the radio-
graphic equipment (200) ;
constructing (306) a 3D mesh from the 3D opti-
cal imaging system (500) scan;
identifying (310) landmarks for both the radio-
graphic equipment scan and the 3D optical im-
age scan;
using a registration process to map (312) the
landmarks from the radiographic equipment
scan and the 3D optical imaging system scan to
generate the coordination transformation be-
tween the coordinate system used by the 3D
optical imaging system (500) and the coordinate
system used by the radiographic equipment
(200).

Patentansprüche

1. Patientenpositionierungssystem zum Positionieren
eines Patienten (400) relativ zu einer Röntgenein-
richtung (200), wobei ein solches System umfasst:

die Röntgeneinrichtung (200);
ein optisches 3D-Bildgebungssystem (500), das
so ausgeführt ist, dass es den Patienten (400)
optisch abtastet, wobei ein solches optisches
3D-Bildgebungssystem (500) eine Brennebene
und ein Sichtfeld (602) aufweist, wobei ein sol-
ches optisches 3D-Bildgebungssystem (500) so
ausgeführt ist, dass es für jede Position des Ob-
jekts Daten, die für die Intensität der reflektierten
Energie, welche von dem System aus einer sol-

chen Position empfangen wird, charakteristisch
sind, und Daten, die für einen Abstand von einer
solchen Position auf dem Objekt zu der Bren-
nebene charakteristisch sind, liefert;
eine Tischvorrichtung (300), die so ausgeführt
ist, dass sie den Patienten (400) hält und den
Tisch (300) in Reaktion auf Positionierungssig-
nale relativ zu der Röntgeneinrichtung (200) be-
wegt, wobei die Röntgeneinrichtung (200) eine
Öffnung (502) aufweist, die so ausgeführt ist,
dass sie den Tisch (300) aufnimmt, wenn der
Tisch (300) von einer Region außerhalb der Öff-
nung (502) in die Öffnung (502) läuft;
einen Prozessor (1000), der so ausgeführt ist,
dass er in Reaktion auf Daten aus der Röntgen-
einrichtung (200) und die Daten aus dem opti-
schen 3D-Bildgebungssystem (500) die Positi-
onierungssignale erzeugt,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
sich das Sichtfeld (602) des optischen 3D-Bildge-
bungssystems (500) von der Region außerhalb der
Öffnung (502) in einen Abschnitt innerhalb der Öff-
nung (502) erstreckt.

2. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei das optische 3D-
Bildgebungssystem (500) relativ zu der Röntgenein-
richtung (200) fixiert ist.

3. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei das optische 3D-
Bildgebungssystem (500) einen Linienprojektor und
eine Kamera aufweist.

4. System nach Anspruch 3, wobei der Linienprojektor
ein Laser oder kollimierter Linienstreifen ist.

5. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Röntgeneinrich-
tung (200) eine Computertomografie-Einrichtung
(200) ist.

6. Verfahren zum Verwenden des Systems nach An-
spruch 1 zum Anzeigen von zeitweiligen Verände-
rungen bei einem Patienten (400), der in der Öffnung
(502) der Röntgeneinrichtung (200) positioniert ist,
wobei ein solches Verfahren umfasst:

Positionieren (502) des Patienten (400) in der
Öffnung (502) der Röntgeneinrichtung (200);
Erzeugen einer Koordinationstransformation
zwischen einem Koordinatensystem, das von
dem optischen 3D-Bildgebungssysem (500)
verwendet wird, und einem Koordinatensystem,
das von der Röntgeneinrichtung (200) verwen-
det wird, durch Durchführen eines Kalibrie-
rungsprozesses;
bei in der Öffnung positioniertem Patienten
(400) kontinuierliches Abtasten (504) des Pati-
enten (400) in Echtzeit mit dem optischen 3D-
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Bildgebungssystem (500), wobei sich ein Ab-
schnitt des Sichtfelds (602) in die Öffnung (502)
erstreckt;
Erstellen (506) eines 3D-Gitters des Abschnitts
des Patienten (400), der optisch abgetastet
wird;
Identifizieren (508) von zeitweiligen Verände-
rungen in der Gittertopologie; und
Anzeigen (508) solcher zeitweiliger Verände-
rungen als Surrogat für das Atmen und/oder Be-
wegen des Patienten.

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 6, wobei der Kalibrie-
rungsprozess umfasst:

Fixieren (302) eines Phantoms auf dem Tisch
(300);
Abtasten (304) des Phantoms mit dem opti-
schen 3D-Bildgebungssystem (500);
Abtasten (308) des Phantoms mit der Röntgen-
einrichtung (200) ;
Erstellen (306) eines 3D-Gitters aus dem Scan
des optischen 3D-Bildgebungssystems (500);
Identifizieren (310) von Orientierungspunkten
sowohl für den Scan der Röntgeneinrichtung als
auch den Scan des optischen 3D-Bildgebungs-
systems;
Anwenden eines Eintragungsprozesses zum
Abbilden (312) der Orientierungspunkte aus
dem Scan der Röntgeneinrichtung und dem
Scan des optischen 3D-Bildgebungssystems
zum Erzeugen der Koordinationstransformation
zwischen dem Koordinatensystem, das von
dem optischen 3D-Bildgebungssystem (500)
verwendet wird, und dem Koordinatensystem,
das von der Röntgeneinrichtung (200) verwen-
det wird.

Revendications

1. Système de mise en position d’un patient pour mettre
en position un patient par rapport à un équipement
(200) radiographique, un tel système comprenant :

l’équipement (200) radiographique ;

un système (500) d’imagerie optique en 3D
configuré pour balayer optiquement le pa-
tient (400), ce système (500) d’imagerie op-
tique en 3D ayant un plan focal et un champ
de vue (602), ce système (500) d’imagerie
optique en 3D étant configuré pour donner
pour chaque position sur l’objet une donnée
représentant l’intensité de l’énergie réflé-
chie reçue par le système de cette position
et une donnée représentant la distance de
cette position sur l’objet au plan focal ;

un dispositif (300) de table étant confi-
guré pour supporter le patient (400) et
pour déplacer la table (300) par rapport
à l’équipement (200) radiographique
en réaction à des signaux de mise en
position, l’équipement (200) radiogra-
phique ayant un trou (502) qui est con-
figuré pour recevoir la table (300) alors
que cette table (300) passe d’une ré-
gion extérieure du trou (502) dans le
trou (502);
un processeur (1000) étant configuré
pour produire, en réaction à une don-
née de l’équipement (200) radiographi-
que et de la donnée du système (500)
d’imagerie optique en 3D,

les signaux de mise en position,

caractérisé en ce que le champ de vue (602) du
système (500) d’imagerie optique en 3D s’étend à
partir de la région extérieure au trou (502) et dans
une partie à l’intérieur du trou (502).

2. Système suivant la revendication 1,
dans lequel le système (500) d’imagerie optique en
3D est fixé par rapport à l’équipement (200) radio-
graphique.

3. Système suivant la revendication 1,
dans lequel le système (500) de balayage optique
en 3D comprend un projecteur par ligne et une ca-
méra.

4. Système suivant la revendication 3,
dans lequel le projecteur par ligne est un laser ou
une bande par ligne collimatée.

5. Système suivant la revendication 1,
dans lequel l’équipement (200) radiographique est
un équipement (200) de tomographie assisté par or-
dinateur.

6. Procédé d’utilisation du système suivant la revendi-
cation 1,
pour afficher des changements temporels chez un
patient (400) mis en position dans le trou (502) de
l’équipement (200) radiographique,
le procédé comprenant :

la mise en position (502)
du patient (400) dans le trou (502) de l’équipe-
ment (200) radiographique,
la production d’une transformation de coordina-
tion entre un système de coordonnés utilisé par
le système (500) d’imagerie optique en 3D et un
système de coordonnés utilisé par l’équipement
(200) radiographique pour effectuer une opéra-
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tion d’étalonnage ;
le patient (400) étant mis en position dans le
trou, le balayage (504) en continu du patient
(400) en temps réel par le système (500) d’ima-
gerie optique en 3D, une partie du champ de
vue (602) s’étendant dans le trou (502) ;
la construction (506) d’une maille en 3D de la
partie du patient (400) balayée optiquement ;
l’identification (508) de changements temporels
dans la topologie de la maille ; et
l’affichage (508)
de ces changements temporels comme substi-
tut d’une respiration et/ou d’un mouvement du
patient.

7. Procédé suivant la revendication 6,
dans lequel l’opération d’étalonnage comprend :

la fixation (302) d’un fantôme sur la table (300) ;
le balayage (304)
du fantôme par le système (500) d’imagerie op-
tique en 3D ;
le balayage (308) du fantôme par l’équipement
(200) radiographique ;
la construction (306) d’une maille en 3D à partir
du balayage par le système (500) d’imagerie op-
tique en 3D ;
l’identification (310) de repères pour à la fois le
balayage par l’équipement radiographique et
par le balayage de l’image optique en 3D ;
l’utilisation d’une opération d’enregistrement
pour cartographier (312) les repères provenant
du balayage par l’équipement radiographique et
du balayage par le système d’imagerie optique
en 3D, pour produire la transformation de coor-
dination entre le système de coordonnées utilisé
par le système (500) d’imagerie optique en 3D
et le système de cordonnée utilisé par l’équipe-
ment (200) radiographique.
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