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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention is generally related to a
catheter assembly. In particular, the invention provides
a catheter assembly for selective drug delivery to body
tissue disposed about a lumen.
[0002] Physicians use catheters to gain access to and
repair interior tissues of the body, particularly within the
lumens of the body such as blood vessels. For example,
balloon angioplasty and other catheters often are used
to open arteries that have been narrowed due to athero-
sclerotic disease. Balloon angioplasty is often effective
at opening an occluded blood vessel, but the trauma as-
sociated with balloon dilation can impose significant in-
jury, so that the benefits of balloon dilation may be limited
in time.
[0003] Stenting, in conjunction with balloon dilation, is
often the preferred treatment for atherosclerosis. In stent-
ing, a collapsed metal framework is mounted on a balloon
catheter which is introduced into the body. The stent is
manipulated into the site of occlusion and expanded in
place by the dilation of the underlying balloon. Stenting
has gained widespread acceptance, and produces gen-
erally acceptable results in many cases. Along with treat-
ment of blood vessels (particularly the coronary arteries),
stents can also be used in treating many other tubular
obstructions within the body, such as for treatment of
reproductive, gastrointestinal, and pulmonary obstruc-
tions. Restenosis or a subsequent narrowing of the body
lumen after stenting has occurred in a significant number
of cases.
[0004] A variety of modified restenosis treatments or
restenosis-inhibiting treatment modalities have also
been proposed, including intravascular radiation, cryo-
genic treatments, ultrasound energy, and the like, often
in combination with balloon angioplasty and/or stenting.
While these and different approaches show varying de-
grees of promise for decreasing the subsequent degra-
dation in blood flow following angioplasty and stenting,
the trauma initially imposed on the tissues by angioplasty
remains problematic.
[0005] A number of alternatives to stenting and balloon
angioplasty have been proposed to open stenosed ar-
teries. For example, a wide variety of atherectomy de-
vices and techniques have been disclosed and attempt-
ed. Despite the disadvantages and limitations of angi-
oplasty and stenting, atherectomy has not gained the
widespread use and success rates of dilation-based ap-
proaches. More recently, still further disadvantages of
dilation have come to light. These include the existence
of vulnerable plaque, which can rupture and release ma-
terials that may cause myocardial infarction or heart at-
tack.
[0006] More recently, drug coated stents (such as
Johnson and Johnson’s Cypher stent, the associated
drug comprising Sirolimus) have demonstrated a mark-

edly reduced restenosis rate, and others are developing
and commercializing alternative drug eluting stents.
While drug eluting stents appear to offer significant prom-
ise for treatment of atherosclerosis in many patients,
there remain many cases where stents either cannot be
used or present significant disadvantages. Generally,
stenting leaves an implant in the body. Such implants
can present risks, including mechanical fatigue, corro-
sion, thrombus formation, and the like, particularly when
removal of the implant is difficult and involves invasive
surgery. Stenting may have additional disadvantages for
treating diffuse artery disease, for treating bifurcations,
for treating areas of the body susceptible to crush, and
for treating arteries subject to torsion, elongation, and
shortening.
[0007] In light of the above, it would be advantageous
to provide methods and systems for selective fluid deliv-
ery to artery tissue that avoids the drawbacks associated
with drug eluding stents and the devices described
above.
[0008] US 5,304,121 describes a catheter and method
for delivering drug to tissue at a desired location of a body
lumen. The cathode has a catheter shaft and an expand-
able portion mounted on the catheter shaft. The expand-
able portion is expandable to a controlled pressure to fill
the cross section of the body lumen and press against
the wall of the body lumen. At least a portion of the exterior
surface of the expandable portion is defined by a coating
of a tenaciously adhered swellable hydro-gel polymer in
which is incorporated an aqueous solution of a prese-
lected drug to be delivered to the tissue or plaque. The
hydrogel polymer and drug may be selected to allow raid
release of a desired dosage during compression of the
hydrogel polymer casing against the wall of the lumen.
In another example, a thermal balloon may be used in
which the fluid used to inflate the balloon, for example
saline, is heated by "our losses by radio frequency current
flowing in the inflation fluid between the electrodes, heat-
ing of the liquid in turn heating the balloon wall.
[0009] WO 01/22897 A1 discloses a system for treating
disordered parts of the body. A particular treatment can
include one or more of, or some combination of ablation,
nerve modulation, three-dimensional tissue shaping,
drug delivery, mapping, stimulating, shrinking and reduc-
ing strain on structures by altering the geometry thereof
and providing bulk to particularly defined regions. The
particular body structures or tissues can include one or
more of, or some combination of regions, including the
bladder, esophagus, vagina, penis, laryns, pharynx, aor-
tic arch, abdominal aorta, thoracic aorta, large intestine,
small intestine, sinus, auditory canal, uterus, vas defer-
ens, trachea and all associated sphincters. Types of en-
ergy that can be applied include radiofrequency, laser,
microwave, infrared waves, ultrasound or some combi-
nation thereof. Types of substances that can be applied
include pharmaceutical agents such as analgesics, an-
tibiotics and anti-inflammatory drugs, bulking agents
such as biologically nonreactive particles, cooling fluids
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or dessicants such as liquid nitrogen for use in cryo-
based treatments.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0010] The present invention is set out in the appended
claims. Described herein are systems for selective drug
or fluid delivery to a body tissue being disposed about a
lumen.
[0011] Described herein is a system for selective drug
delivery to a body tissue being disposed about a lumen.
The system includes an elongated flexible catheter body
having a proximal end and a distal end with a radially
expandable balloon near the distal end of the catheter
body. An energy delivery surface disposed about the ex-
pandable balloon and a thermally changeable drug coat-
ing is coupled to the balloon, the energy delivery surface
and the thermally changeable coating being oriented to
be urged against the body tissue when the expandable
balloon expands. An energy source is operatively cou-
pled to the energy delivery surface configured to energize
the energy delivery surface to heat and liquefy the ther-
mally changeable coating to release the drug to the body
tissue.
[0012] Described herein is a method, which is not part
of the invention, for selective drug delivery in a lumen.
The method includes engaging a body tissue disposed
about the lumen with an energy delivery surface and a
thermally changeable coating having a releasable drug
disposed on a radially expandable balloon near a distal
end of a catheter when the expandable balloon expands,
selectively energizing the energy delivery surface to heat
and liquefy portions of the thermally changeable drug
coating, and releasing a drug from the coating into the
body tissue.
[0013] Reference(s) to "embodiment(s)" throughout
the description which are not under the scope of the ap-
pended claims merely represent possible exemplary ex-
ecutions and are therefore not part of the present inven-
tion.
[0014] In many embodiments, the energy delivery sur-
face comprises a plurality of electrodes, the energy
source operatively coupled to the plurality of electrodes
so as to selectively energize electrode pairs to heat and
liquefy portions of the thermally changeable coating be-
tween the electrode pairs to release the drug to the body
tissue. In many embodiments the body tissue of the lu-
men includes a diseased portion and select electrode
pairs are energized to selectively heat the thermally
changeable coating proximate the diseased portion.
[0015] In many embodiments, the energy delivery sur-
face comprises a plurality of electrodes disposed about
the expandable balloon so as to define a plurality of re-
modeling zones in the tissue when the balloon is expand-
ed within the lumen, the electrodes are radially coupled
with the tissue, and energy is transmitted between the
electrodes and the tissue.
[0016] In many embodiments, further comprising a tis-

sue analyzer configured to characterize the body tissue.
[0017] In many embodiments, the energy delivery sur-
face is energized to heat the thermally changeable coat-
ing to release the drug in responses to the characterized
body tissue.
[0018] In many embodiments, the body tissue of the
lumen includes a diseased portion and select electrode
pairs are energized to selectively heat the thermally
changeable coating proximate the diseased portion.
[0019] In many embodiments, the energy delivery sur-
face is energized to heat the body tissue in combination
with the drug delivery.
[0020] In many embodiments, the thermally changea-
ble drug coating includes more than one drug
[0021] In many embodiments, the drug is selected from
at least one of, a therapeutic fluid, an anesthetic drug, a
therapeutic drug, a small molecule, a gene therapeutic
compound, an anti-thrombolytic agent, a lubricant (to al-
low higher temperatures without sticking), an electrically
conductive compound to lower the impedance at the
electrode, an electrically insulating compound to prevent
treatment to tissue that does not need treatment, an elec-
trically conductive compound that is intended to migrate
through the endothelial layers of tissue to carry energy
to the interstitial layers, or a combination of the above.
[0022] Described herein is a catheter system for drug
delivery to a body tissue being disposed about a lumen.
The system includes an elongated flexible catheter body
having a proximal end and a distal end, a radially ex-
pandable balloon near the distal end of the catheter body,
and an energy delivery surface disposed about the ex-
pandable balloon. A plurality of biomolecules having a
thermally releasable drug portion and an inert portion
covalently bound to the balloon and an energy source
operatively coupled to the energy delivery surface so as
to heat the biomolecules to release the drug portion to
the body tissue.
[0023] Described herein is a method, which is not part
of the invention, for fluid delivery in a lumen. The method
includes engaging a body tissue disposed about the lu-
men with an energy delivery surface and a plurality of
biomolecules having a thermally releasable drug portion
and an inert portion covalently bound to the balloon near
a distal end of a catheter when the expandable balloon
expands, energizing the energy delivery surface to heat
the biomolecules, and releasing the drug portion from
the biomolecules into the body tissue.
[0024] In many embodiments, the energy delivery sur-
face comprises a plurality of electrodes, the energy
source operatively coupled to the plurality of electrodes
so as to selectively energize electrode pairs to heat the
biomolecules between the electrode pairs to release the
drug portion to the body tissue.
[0025] In many embodiments, the body tissue of the
lumen includes a diseased portion and select electrode
pairs are energized to selectively heat the biomolecules
proximate the to the diseased portion.
[0026] In many embodiments, the energy delivery sur-
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face and biomolecules are oriented to be urged against
the body tissue when the expandable balloon expands.
[0027] In many embodiments, further comprising a tis-
sue analyzer configured to characterize the body tissue
and the energy delivery surface is energized to heat the
biomolecules to release the drug portion in responses to
the characterized body tissue..
[0028] In many embodiments, the energy delivery sur-
face is further energized to heat the body tissue in com-
bination with the drug delivery.
[0029] In many embodiments, the biomolecules in-
clude more than one releasable drug.
[0030] In many embodiments, the drug portion is se-
lected from at least one of, a therapeutic fluid, an anes-
thetic drug, a therapeutic drug, a small molecule, a gene
therapeutic compound, an anti-thrombolytic agent, a lu-
bricant (to allow higher temperatures without sticking),
an electrically conductive compound to lower the imped-
ance at the electrode, an electrically insulating compound
to prevent treatment to tissue that does not need treat-
ment, an electrically conductive compound that is intend-
ed to migrate through the endothelial layers of tissue to
carry energy to the interstitial layers, or a combination of
the above.
[0031] Described herein is a catheter system for se-
lective fluid delivery to a body tissue being disposed
about a lumen. The system includes an elongated flexible
catheter body having a proximal end and a distal end, a
radially expandable structure near the distal end of the
catheter body, a plurality of fluid delivery channels ori-
ented to be urged against the body tissue when the ex-
pandable structure expands, the fluid delivery channels
being initially blocked with a thermally changeable ma-
terial, and an energy source connector operatively cou-
pled to the fluid delivery channels so as to heat and liquefy
the thermally changeable material to selectively open
one or more of the fluid delivery channels for fluid release.
[0032] Described herein is a catheter system for se-
lective fluid delivery to a body tissue being disposed
about a lumen. The system includes an elongated flexible
catheter body having a proximal end and a distal end, a
radially expandable structure near the distal end of the
catheter body, a plurality of fluid delivery channels ori-
ented to be urged against the body tissue of the lumen
when the expandable structure expands, the fluid deliv-
ery channels being initially closed, and a plurality of mi-
cro-electromechanical systems (MEMS) coupled to the
fluid delivery channels to selectively open one or more
fluid delivery channels and release a fluid in the lumen.
[0033] Described herein is a method, which is not part
of the invention, for selective fluid delivery in a lumen.
The method includes engaging a body tissue disposed
about the lumen with a plurality of fluid delivery channels
on a radially expandable structure near a distal end of a
catheter when the expandable structure expands, selec-
tively opening one or more fluid delivery channels, and
releasing a fluid from the select fluid delivery channels
into the lumen.

[0034] In many embodiments, the plurality of fluid de-
livery channels protrude from the expandable structure
to penetrate the body tissue of the lumen.
[0035] In many embodiments, further comprising a tis-
sue analyzer configured to characterize the body tissue
to identify body tissue to be treated and selectively open-
ing or closing one or more fluid delivery channels in re-
sponses to the characterized body tissue to treat the iden-
tified body tissue.
[0036] In many embodiments, the fluid delivery chan-
nels can be selectively energized to selectively open one
or more fluid delivery channels in responses to the char-
acterized body tissue.
[0037] In many embodiments, the radially expandable
structure comprises a balloon and the fluid delivery chan-
nels are mounted on a circumference of the balloon.
[0038] In many embodiments, the radially expandable
structure comprises an expandable basket and the fluid
delivery channels are mounted on a circumference of the
basket.
[0039] In many embodiments, the body tissue of the
lumen includes a diseased portion and select electrodes
are energized to selectively open one or more fluid de-
livery channels proximate the diseased portion.
[0040] In many embodiments, select electrodes are
energized to heat the body tissue in conjunction with the
release of the fluid in the lumen.
[0041] In many embodiments, selectively opening one
or more fluid delivery channels comprises selectively en-
ergizing electrodes coupled to the select fluid delivery
channels to heat the select fluid delivery channels to liq-
uefy a thermal material initially closing the fluid delivery
channel.
[0042] In many embodiments, the fluid is selected from
at least one of, ceramide, suramin, rapamycin, paclitaxel,
sirolimus, zotarolimus, everolimus, a therapeutic fluid, an
anesthetic drug, a therapeutic drug, a small molecule, a
gene therapeutic compound, an anti-thrombolytic agent,
a lubricant (to allow higher temperatures without stick-
ing), an electrically conductive compound to lower the
impedance at an electrode, an electrically insulating com-
pound to prevent treatment to tissue that does not need
treatment, an electrically conductive compound that is
intended to migrate through the endothelial layers of tis-
sue to carry energy to the interstitial layers, or a combi-
nation of the above.
[0043] Described herein is a method, which is not part
of the invention, for selective fluid delivery in a lumen.
The method includes engaging a body tissue disposed
about the lumen with a plurality of fluid delivery channels
on a radially expandable structure near a distal end of a
catheter when the expandable structure expands, the
balloon material is a membrane of a fixed pore size, and
adding energy or heat to the fluid adjacent to the balloon
surface allows the specific molecules to be passed
through the membrane at the specific region for the spe-
cific time by virtue of the energy/heat source being
switched on or off.

5 6 



EP 2 352 542 B1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0044]

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates one embodiment of
a catheter system having a coating for selective drug
delivery to a body tissue being disposed about a lu-
men.

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates one embodiment of
an inflatable balloon for use in the catheter system
of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3A schematically illustrates a cross-sectional
view and 3B is an enlarged view of the balloon of
FIG. 2.

FIGs. 4A and 4B schematically illustrates coatings
covering the electrodes.

FIG. 5 schematically illustrates the used of aptamers
in treating tissue.

FIG. 6 schematically illustrates placement of elec-
trode pairs for use in bipolar energy treatment before,
during, or after drug delivery.

FIG. 7 schematically illustrates another embodiment
of a catheter system having fluid delivery channels
for selective fluid delivery to a body tissue being dis-
posed about a lumen.

FIG. 8A schematically illustrates a cross-section and
FIG. 8B is an enlarged section of the balloon in FIG.
7 showing fluid delivery channels through the balloon
coupled to electrodes mounted on a surface of the
balloon.

FIGs. 9A and 9B schematically illustrate cross-sec-
tional views showing tissue treatment using biomol-
ecules having a thermally releasable active portion
and an inert portion coupled by covalent bond to a
balloon surface.

FIG. 10 schematically illustrates another embodi-
ment of a balloon having a membrane for selective
drug delivery to a body tissue being disposed about
a lumen.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0045] Many therapies have been developed to re-
place or improve upon traditional balloon angioplasty and
stents. The alternative devices described in the BACK-
GROUND OF THE INVENTION either cut, ablate, or va-
porize diseased tissue in an artery. For example, laser
devices vaporize plaque and flush it downstream.
Atherectomy devices excise plaque and suck it out of the

body. Cutting balloons incise the artery wall, damaging
the tissue. Even a simple angioplasty balloon does trau-
ma to the tissue. It would be advantageous to provide
treatments to body tissue that do not cut, ablate, or va-
porize.
[0046] The present invention discloses systems and
methods for selective delivery of a fluid to body tissue in
a lumen, in particular, selective drug delivery in a lumen.
Selective delivery may also control when and where the
drug is delivered, and the amount of drug delivered.
[0047] While the disclosure focuses on drug delivery,
such as , ceramide, suramin, rapamycin, paclitaxel,
sirolimus, zotarolimus, everolimus, a drug (anesthetic or
therapeutic), many other suitable fluids may be also be
delivered to body tissue, for example, a therapeutic fluid,
a small molecule, a gene therapeutic compound, an anti-
thrombolytic agent, a lubricant (to allow higher tempera-
tures without sticking), an electrically conductive com-
pound to lower the impedance at the electrode, an elec-
trically insulating compound to prevent treatment to tis-
sue that does not need treatment, an electrically conduc-
tive compound that is intended to migrate through the
endothelial layers of tissue to carry energy to the inter-
stitial layers, or a combination of the above.
[0048] In some embodiments of the present invention,
a drug is incorporated into a coating on a balloon catheter
that is thermally released once inside the lumen to se-
lectively treat the tissue. In other embodiments, a fluid or
drug may be delivered through fluid delivery channels in
a catheter system to selectively treat the tissue. In still
other embodiments, multiple fluids or drugs may be de-
livered as part of a coating, through the fluid delivery
channels, by thermal osmosis through a membrane, or
any combination thereof.. In some embodiments the drug
may be delivered at one tissue site, while other embod-
iments portions of the drug to different sites.
[0049] Some embodiments of the present invention
use heating to release the drug coating. Other embodi-
ments combine fluid or drug delivery with heating of the
tissue before, during or after delivery to the tissue. De-
vices for heating artery tissue using RF, ultrasound, mi-
crowave and laser energies have been disclosed in co-
pending U.S. Patent Application Nos. 11/975,474,
11/975,383, 11/122,263 and U.S. Provisional Application
No. 61/099,15 5.

Drug Delivery During An Angioplasty Procedure

[0050] Some embodiments of the present invention
provide systems and methods for drug delivery in a lumen
in combination with heating during an angioplasty proce-
dure. While drugs are disclosed, proteins, cells and/or
molecules may also be delivered (discussed below). The
angioplasty procedure itself is the procedure that will
open the lumen. The heating will cause softening and
shrinking of a lesion, enabling the plaque to reshape eas-
ily around the balloon while avoiding stretching of the
vessel thus avoiding injury to the vessel. The drug will
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be released during the angioplasty procedure and the
heating process. Drug delivery treatment during an an-
gioplasty procedure will be a combination of:

• Pressure - due to the balloon in order to open the
lumen. The pressure may be standard angioplasty
dilation pressures of 10-16 atmospheres or may be
more gentle dilation pressures of 6 atmospheres or
less, and possibly as low as 1 to 2 atmospheres.

• Heating - due to the RF energy in order to soften and
shrink the lesion. Heating may also have other ben-
efits related to the drug or drug delivery (discussed
below).

• Drug/Protein/Cell/Molecule - which will be released
during the procedure.

[0051] The Drug/Molecule/Protein/Cell element can
be built of one component, or in combination of others
such as:

1. Drugs: any molecule which will enable prevention
or reduction of smooth muscle cell (SMC) prolifera-
tion and/or migration from the media to the intima,
for example: ceramide, suramin, rapamycin and pa-
clitaxel. The heating of the tissue may have a key
role in helping deliver the drug into the lesion or tis-
sue, and deeper into the media.
2. Proteins: proteins such as anti-inflammatory pro-
teins, antibodies and other kinds of proteins which
will enable the reduction and healing of the inflam-
mation inside the lesion, or enable prevention or re-
duction of SMC proliferation and migration. We can
also use protein that will induce cell apoptosis or on-
cosis. The heating may have a key role in activating
these proteins during the treatment, and if heated
quickly during the procedure, enabling the maximum
time exposure of the tissue to the proteins. In order
to make sure that the proteins will be activated during
the procedure, one should take into account the half-
life of a protein. The half-life of a protein is the time
it takes before any half of the protein pool for that
particular protein is left. for human proteins, it ranges
from minutes to 80 hours. In order to use proteins
eluting balloon, the balloon needs to be maintained
in lower temperature (< 0° C), so the proteins won’t
be ruined and destroyed. Several of the proteins that
may be combined to a molecule named Adenosine-
5’-triphosphate (ATP). ATP is a multifunctional nu-
cleotide that is important as a "molecular currency"
of intracellular energy transfer. In one example, the
balloon is covered with the protein and the electrodes
are covered with ATP (or the opposite) and the pro-
tein will be released with the balloon inflation, and
the ATP will be released when the energy will be
emitted from the electrodes (or the opposite).
3. Cells: coating the balloon with cells such as en-
dothelium, or any other type of cell which can migrate
to the lesion during the procedure, where they will

release proteins or antibodies to heal the inflamma-
tion or prevent SMC proliferation and migration. The
heat in this case is also to activate the cells during
the procedure.
4. Molecules or proteins that can be attached or be-
come activated when attached to heat shock pro-
teins (HSP). HSP are a group of proteins whose ex-
pression is increased when the cells are exposed to
elevated temperatures or other stress. For example,
HSP27 functions in smooth muscle cells (SMC) mi-
gration. In this case the RF energy and the heating
will result in elevation of HSP27 inside the SMC, so
we can use any drug/molecule or protein directly to
the SMC by using anti-HSP27 antibody. The concept
is to use the heat and the outcomes of the heat in
order to use other molecules or proteins to bind, de-
grade, inhibit or activate other proteins or cells in the
lesion and in the media, in order to prevent resten-
osis.

Drug Delivery Coatings

[0052] Fig. 1 shows one embodiment of a catheter sys-
tem 10 having a releasable coating for selective drug
delivery to a body tissue being disposed about a lumen.
The catheter system 10 includes a balloon catheter 12
having a catheter body 14 with a proximal end 16 and a
distal end 18. Catheter body 14 is flexible and defines a
catheter axis 15, and may include one or more lumens,
such as a guidewire lumen 22 and an inflation lumen 24.
Catheter 12 includes an inflatable balloon 20 adjacent
distal end 18 and a housing 29 adjacent proximal end
16. Housing 29 includes a first connector 26 in commu-
nication with guidewire lumen 22 and a second connector
28 in fluid communication with inflation lumen 24. Inflation
lumen 24 extends between balloon 20 and second con-
nector 28. Both first and second connectors 26, 28 may
optionally comprise a standard connector, such as a Lu-
er-Loc™ connector. A distal tip may include an integral
tip valve to allow passage of guidewires, and the like.
[0053] Housing 29 also accommodates an electrical
connector 38. Connector 38 includes a plurality of elec-
trical connections, each electrically coupled to electrodes
34 via conductors 36. This allows electrodes 34 to be
easily energized, the electrodes often being energized
by a controller 40 and power source 42, such as RF en-
ergy. In one embodiment, electrical connector 38 is cou-
pled to an RF generator via a controller 40, with controller
40 allowing energy to be selectively directed to elec-
trodes 34. While RF energy is disclosed, other suitable
energy sources may be used, such as microwave energy,
ultrasound energy, or laser energy, each having energy
delivery portions configured to deliver the desired energy.
See copending U.S. Provisional Application No.
61/099,15 5.
[0054] In some embodiments, controller 40 may in-
clude a processor or be coupled to a processor to control
or record treatment. The processor will typically comprise
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computer hardware and/or software, often including one
or more programmable processor unit running machine
readable program instructions or code for implementing
some or all of one or more of the methods described
herein. The code will often be embodied in a tangible
media such as a memory (optionally a read only memory,
a random access memory, a non-volatile memory, or the
like) and/or a recording media (such as a floppy disk, a
hard drive, a CD, a DVD, a non-volatile solid-state mem-
ory card, or the like). The code and/or associated data
and signals may also be transmitted to or from the proc-
essor via a network connection (such as a wireless net-
work, an Ethernet, an internet, an intranet, or the like),
and some or all of the code may also be transmitted be-
tween components of catheter system 10 and within
processor via one or more bus, and appropriate standard
or proprietary communications cards, connectors, ca-
bles, and the like will often be included in the processor.
Processor will often be configured to perform the calcu-
lations and signal transmission steps described herein
at least in part by programming the processor with the
software code, which may be written as a single program,
a series of separate subroutines or related programs, or
the like. The processor may comprise standard or pro-
prietary digital and/or analog signal processing hard-
ware, software, and/or firmware, and will typically have
sufficient processing power to perform the calculations
described herein during treatment of the patient, the proc-
essor optionally comprising a personal computer, a note-
book computer, a tablet computer, a proprietary process-
ing unit, or a combination thereof. Standard or proprietary
input devices (such as a mouse, keyboard, touchscreen,
joystick, etc.) and output devices (such as a printer,
speakers, display, etc.) associated with modern compu-
ter systems may also be included, and processors having
a plurality of processing units (or even separate comput-
ers) may be employed in a wide range of centralized or
distributed data processing architectures.
[0055] Balloon 20 is illustrated in more detail in Fig. 2.
Balloon 20 generally includes a proximal portion 30 cou-
pled to inflation lumen 24 and a distal portion 32 coupled
to guidewire lumen 22. Balloon 20 expands radially when
inflated with a fluid or a gas. In some embodiments, the
fluid or gas may be non-conductive and/or cooled. In
some embodiments, balloon 20 may be a low pressure
balloon pressurized to contact the artery tissue. In other
embodiments, balloon 20 is an angioplasty balloon ca-
pable of higher pressure to both heat the artery tissue
and expand the artery lumen. Balloon 20 may comprise
a compliant or non-compliant balloon having helical folds
to facilitate reconfiguring the balloon from a radially ex-
panded, inflated configuration to a low profile configura-
tion, particularly for removal after use.
[0056] Electrodes 34 are mounted on a surface of bal-
loon 20, with associated conductors 36 extending prox-
imally from the electrodes. Electrodes 34 may be ar-
ranged in many different patterns or arrays on balloon
20. The system may be used for monopolar or bipolar

application of energy. For delivery of bipolar energy, ad-
jacent electrodes are axially offset to allow bipolar energy
to be directed between adjacent circumferential (axially
offset) electrodes. In other embodiments, electrodes may
be arranged in bands around the balloon to allow bipolar
energy to be directed between adjacent distal and prox-
imal electrodes.
[0057] A coating 35 is coupled to the balloon 20 and
positioned between electrodes 34, such as shown in
FIGs. 3A and 3B. Coating 35 includes a fluid or drug to
be delivered to the targeted tissue. It is envisioned that
the coating will be thermally activated and configured to
be released from the balloon surface at a temperature
above body temperature (greater than 37C). The idea is
to have the energy delivery or heat, change the phase
of a coating compound from a solid to a liquid, and re-
leases the drug. This temperature increase involves ac-
tivating electrodes 34 using RF energy. As the energy is
increased, the coating 35 between the electrodes 34 is
heated and released thermally to the local tissue 48.
Coating 35 is durable or flexible such that it can be folded
with the balloon 20 without separation or delamination.
This mechanism could release small or large molecular
drug or pharma product. The drug could be in a solid gel
form.
[0058] In some embodiments, a second coating 35A
may be used to cover electrodes 34, such as shown in
FIG. 4A. Second coating 35A may be an insulating coat-
ing on the electrodes 34. The second coating 35A would
be used when treating inside a metallic object in the lu-
men, such as a stent, because if the electrodes 34 come
in contact with metal, they may short and the treatment
will end. If the electrodes 34 are coated with a material
with electrical properties such that the electrodes can not
be shorted with metallic objects, the treatment can con-
tinue even when in contact with metal objects. This would
allow catheter system 10 to treat inside objects like
stents. Second coating 35A may also act to insulate elec-
trodes 34 from tissue 48, shown in FIG. 4B, which
stops/prohibits energy flow through tissue 48 and sends
the energy through coating 35, heating only the coating
35 between the electrodes 34, releasing the drug to the
tissue 48. The second coating 35A may also include a
different drug than coating 35.
[0059] Many types of drugs may be included in the
coatings. For example, the coating may include drugs
currently used in drug eluding stents, such as sirolimus
(used in the Cypher™ stent), paclitaxel (used in the Tax-
us™ stent), zotarolimus (used in the Endeavour™ stent)
and everolimus (used in the Xience V™ stent).
[0060] Some embodiments of the present invention
may include aptamers 52 coated to the balloon 20 using
a substrate that breaks down readily when heated, such
as when the RF energy source is activated. Aptamers
can be engineered to bind very specifically to various
molecular targets such as small molecules, proteins, nu-
cleic acids, and even cells, tissues and organisms. The
aptamers 52 could be synthesized to bind 54 with desired
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tissue 48 to be treated, such as plaque, within the lumen
or artery.
[0061] While the catheter system 10 is not powered
and the balloon 20 deflated, the coating 35 with aptamers
52 would remain on the balloon 20. Once the balloon 20
is inflated and the energy unit turned on, the coating is
released and the aptamers 52 bind to the desired tissue,
such as shown in FIG. 5. In some embodiments, aptam-
ers 52 would be conjugated to a microscopic bead 56
that is highly receptive to the energy 58, such as RF en-
ergy, emitted by the catheter system 10. The beads 56
convert the RF energy to thermal energy directly and only
to the tissue that the aptamers 52 is in contact with.
[0062] Aptamers are nucleic acids that bind to the sur-
face of molecules in much the same way as antibodies.
One importance difference between aptamers and anti-
bodies is that aptamers can be produced by chemical
synthesis whereas antibodies are produced biologically,
first animals, then in culture or an expression system.
Another important difference is that aptamers are very
stable and not sensitive to their surrounding environment,
including temperature.
[0063] In some embodiments, coating 35 may include
a chemical solvent that has plaque softening properties.
Ether, chloroform, benzene, and acetone are known to
be lipid solvents. Furthermore, amino acids, proteins,
carbohydrates, and nucleic acids are largely insoluble in
these solvents. If the solvent is used in conjunction with
tissue heating, the tissue treatment may require less en-
ergy over a shorter time period, lessening the chance of
damage to healthy tissue. If the tissue includes calcium
deposits, the same process used to deliver lipid solvents
to plaque could be used to deliver calcium solvents to
calcification sites. Calcium is highly soluble in a variety
of organic solvents. In both cases, the solvent would be
coupled to the surface of the balloon with a coating that
would break down either with the application of heat or
RF energy, or as the balloon is inflated.
[0064] In some embodiments, the coating may incor-
porate more than one drug, agent, or fluid listed herein
within the coating, each having different phase change
temperatures. For example, an anesthetic could be ad-
ministered at a lower melting temperature prior to a spe-
cific treatment of higher temperature where there may
be a nerve in the general location. Is some embodiments,
two coatings of differing material may be used, such as
by layering. For example, a first layer may include a first
drug that attaches to the target tissue and act as a re-
ceptor to a second drug in a second layer. In some em-
bodiments the coating is non-conductive to reduce or
eliminate electrical shorts between electrodes.
[0065] In some embodiments, tissue signature could
be used to identify treatment regions with the use of im-
pedance measurements. Impedance measurements uti-
lizing the radially spaced electrodes 34 within a lumen
can be used to analyze tissue. Impedance measure-
ments between pairs of adjacent electrodes (and/or be-
tween pairs of separated electrodes), may differ when

the current path passes through diseased tissue, and
when it passes through healthy tissues of the luminal
wall. Hence, impedance measurements between the
electrodes on either side of diseased tissue may indicate
a lesion, while measurements between other pairs of ad-
jacent electrodes indicate healthy tissue. Other charac-
terization, such as intravascular ultrasound, optical co-
herence tomography, or the like may be used to identify
regions to be treated.
[0066] Some embodiments described herein may be
used to treat atherosclerotic disease by selective drug
delivery in combination with "gentle heating" utilizing the
"Q10 Rule" to further enhance the fluid or drug treatment.
Under the Q10 Rule, it is well known that rates of bio-
chemical reactions usually double when temperature is
increased by 10°C.
[0067] As shown in FIG. 6, electrodes 34 are posi-
tioned circumferentially around the balloon 20. RF energy
43 is directed to electrodes adjacent pairs of electrodes
34A and 34C, or 34A and 34D, or any combination of
34A-34D, treating both the healthy tissue 45 and athero-
sclerotic material 48 within lumen 50. This arrangement
creates an energy path 43 through the tissue that delivers
energy or heat ("tissue remodeling energy") in particular
treatment zones or segments to the artery tissue between
the electrode pairs ("remodeling zones") having a volume
between the electrode pairs at a specific depth. Using
different combinations of electrode pairs may reduce or
eliminate gaps between the remodeling zones by using
overlapping pairs. Using electrode pairs with bipolar en-
ergy may avoid some potential issues of the monopolar
approach. Diseased artery tissue 48 has a higher elec-
trical resistivity than healthy artery tissue. By using pairs
of electrodes 34A, 34B in a bipolar system, tissue remod-
eling energy will go through the healthy tissue, diseased
tissue, or a combination of both healthy and diseased
tissues between the electrode pairs in the remodeling
zones. Any number of electrode pairs may be used in
different patterns or arrays to create a number of remod-
eling zones. The controller may apply either constant
power, constant current, or constant voltage, whichever
has the most advantage.
[0068] The controller 40 may energize the electrodes
with about 0.25 to 5 Watts average power for 1 to 180
seconds, or with about 4 to 45 Joules. Higher energy
treatments are done at lower powers and longer dura-
tions, such as 0.5 Watts for 90 seconds or 0.25 Watts for
180 seconds. Most treatments in the 2 to 4 Watt range
are performed in 1 to 4 seconds. Using a wider electrode
spacing, it would be appropriate to scale up the power
and duration of the treatment, in which case the average
power could be higher than 5 Watts, and the total energy
could exceed 45 Joules. Likewise, using a shorter or
smaller electrode pair would require scaling the average
power down, and the total energy could be less than 4
Joules. The power and duration are calibrated to be less
than enough to cause severe damage, and particularly
less than enough to ablate diseased tissue 48 within a
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blood vessel.
[0069] In some embodiments the delivery of the drug
and gentle heat may be accompanied by balloon angi-
oplasty using gentle dilation to remodel the artery with
dilation pressures which are at or significantly lower than
standard, unheated angioplasty dilation pressures.
Where balloon inflation pressures of 10-16 atmospheres
may, for example, be appropriate for standard angi-
oplasty dilation of a particular lesion, modified dilation
treatments combined with appropriate electrical poten-
tials (through flexible circuit electrodes on the balloon,
electrodes deposited directly on the balloon structure, or
the like) described herein may employ from 10-16 atmos-
pheres or may be effected with pressures of 6 atmos-
pheres or less, and possibly as low as 1 to 2 atmospheres.
Such moderate dilations pressures may (or may not) be
combined with one or more aspects of the tissue char-
acterization, tuned energy, eccentric treatments, and
other treatment aspects described herein for treatment
of diseases of the peripheral vasculature.

Covalently Bound BioMolecules

[0070] Current endovascular therapies for preventing
or permanently removing hyperplastic neointima are not
completely efficacious. While removal of such tissue is
achieved by multiple such therapies, regrowth of the tis-
sue is a frequent occurrence, leading to restenosis and
dysfunctional blood flow. Drug-eluting stents are able to
inhibit the frequency of restenosis, but fall short of com-
pletely restoring vascular function, owing to the presence
of a persistent implant; the stent.
[0071] More recently, drug clotting balloons have
shown an even greater reduction in the frequency of res-
tenosis than drug eluting stents and are removed after
treatment, however, high pressure inflation is required to
optimally deliver the anti-proliferation/anti-inflammatory
biomolecules. The molecules may function to prevent
restenosis by preventing inflammatory cell influx (chemo
taxis), cell proliferation. The molecules may also function
to stabilize the IEL matrix by providing structural support,
thus "setting" the lumen diameter.
[0072] Figs. 9A and 9B show another embodiment of
a catheter system 200 for drug delivery to a body tissue
248. The system 200 is similar to system 10 above, ex-
cept the use of biomolecules 235 coupled to the balloon
20 instead of a coating. The biomolecules 235 include a
thermally releasable active portion 235a and an inert por-
tion 235b coupled by covalent bond to a balloon 20 sur-
face. The active portion or molecule 235b is capable of
treating the desired tissue 248, which may be enhanced
with temperature or pressure. The inert portion 235a of
the biomolecule stays on the balloon. The embodiment
described herein utilizes a radiofrequency endovascular
balloon catheter that, upon low pressure inflation and en-
ergy delivery from the balloon to the atherosclerotic le-
sion, hyper-thermally releases the active portion of the
biomolecule that is covalently bound to the balloon, thus,

delivering the active portion of the molecule to the tar-
geted tissue. The energy may also include ultrasound
emitting energy. The active molecule 235b functions to
prevent production of hyperplastic tissue by any means,
including, but not limited to, cytostasis (prevention of mi-
tosis), receptor maturation (i.e., those receptors at/on
cells on the targeted tissue that are adhesive to/for a
chemotactic to/for infiltrating cells that promote hyperpla-
sic tissue formation.
[0073] The molecule’s bioactive portion 235b is re-
leased from the intact biomolecule 235 by delivery of en-
ergy (such as from electrodes 34) that induces a local
hyperthermia environment. The molecule is stable under
the hyperthermia conditions. The molecule can prevent
one or all of the following functions:

• cell proliferation:
• cell function:
• receptor-ligand binding:
• chemotaxis of inflammatory cells to the target tissue

and
• migration of cells in the native artery strata to the

diseased tissue.

[0074] The influx of the molecule 235b into the dis-
eased tissue 48 is facilitated and/or hastened by the en-
ergy mediated hypothermia, i.e., cleavage from the intact
biomolecule, migration into the diseased tissue, and res-
idence in the diseased tissue by virtue of increased po-
rosity are all accelerated by the hyperthermia.
[0075] This invention uniquely delivers a bioactive mol-
ecule into diseased tissue with:

• greater speed, by hypothermal acceleration:
• more completeness, by rendering the diseased tis-

sue more receptive/porous to the molecule: and/or
• with no inactive segments of the biomolecule, i.e.,

no polymer, inactive protein sequence/segment, or
co-factors required for activation left at the treatment
site (the inactive segments stay on the balloon).

[0076] Clinical application and uses are designed to
reduce plaque, inhibit restenosis in stented or not-stented
site, and may be used as an adjunctive treatment to ag-
gressive non-implantable endovascular procedures and
stent implants.

Fluid Delivery Channels

[0077] Fig. 7 shows another embodiment of a catheter
system 100 having fluid delivery channels for selective
fluid delivery to a body tissue being disposed about a
lumen. The catheter system 100 includes a balloon cath-
eter 112 having a catheter body 114 with a proximal end
116 and a distal end 118. Catheter body 114 is flexible
and defines a catheter axis 115, and may include one or
more lumens, such as a guidewire lumen 122 and an
inflation lumen 124. Catheter 112 includes an inflatable
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balloon 120 adjacent distal end 118 and a housing 129
adjacent proximal end 116. Housing 129 includes a first
connector 126 in communication with guidewire lumen
122 and a second connector 128 in fluid communication
with inflation lumen 124. Inflation lumen 124 extends be-
tween balloon 120 and second connector 128. Both first
and second connectors 126, 128 may optionally com-
prise a standard connector, such as a Luer-Loc™ con-
nector. A distal tip may include an integral tip valve to
allow passage of guidewires, and the like.
[0078] Housing 129 also accommodates an electrical
connector 138. Connector 138 includes a plurality of elec-
trical connections, each electrically coupled to electrodes
134 via conductors 136. This allows electrodes 134 to
be easily energized, the electrodes often being energized
by a controller 140 and power source 142, such as RF
energy, microwave energy, ultrasound energy, or other
suitable energy sources. In one embodiment, electrical
connector 138 is coupled to an RF generator via a con-
troller 140, with controller 140 allowing energy to be se-
lectively directed to electrodes 134 or electrode pairs.
Controller 140 may include a processor or be coupled to
a processor to control or record treatment.
[0079] FIG. 8A shows a cross-section of the balloon
120 and FIG. 8B is an enlarged section showing fluid
delivery channels 160 through the balloon 120 coupled
to electrodes 134 mounted on a surface of balloon 120.
Electrodes 134 include associated conductors extending
proximally from the electrodes. Electrodes 134 and fluid
delivery channels 160 may be arranged in many different
patterns or arrays on balloon 120. Fluid delivery channels
160 may be coupled to a fluid reservoir or lumen 162
holding the fluid 152. In some embodiments, the inflation
medium may contain the fluid to be delivered. In some
embodiments, the channels 160 thru balloon 120 may
be filled with wax-like material 164 that can be expelled
thermally in order to open the channel (or any other ma-
terial that can be expelled). In other embodiments, elec-
trodes 134 may open and close a flap to release the fluid.
[0080] The delivery channels 160 may protrude from
the balloon surface such that they are capable of pene-
trating the body tissue of the lumen. In some embodi-
ments, the electrodes may penetrate the body tissue.
[0081] The catheter system 100 may also include a
tissue analyzer configured to characterize the body tis-
sue. In some embodiments, electrodes 134 may be sens-
ing electrodes, as discussed above, that could help char-
acterize the tissue to identify regions the be treated or
not using electrical impedance tomography. Other char-
acterization, such as intravascular ultrasound, optical co-
herence tomography, or the like may be used to identify
regions to be treated. Electrodes 134 may be energized
in response to the characterized body tissue
[0082] Some embodiments described herein may be
used to treat atherosclerotic disease by selective fluid
delivery in combination with "gentle heating" to further
enhance the fluid delivery or treatment, as discussed
above.

[0083] Electrodes 134 may be selectively energized to
open or close fluid delivery channels 160 to treat tissue.
One method includes opening the fluid delivery channels
160 by selectively heating the electrodes (by Joule heat-
ing or other means, including inducing a heightened tem-
perature in the adjacent region, whereby hear transfer
could heat the electrode(s)), such that a material 164,
that would otherwise block the channel, is phase
changed from solid to liquid. Another possible method
may include the use of MEMS (micro-elector-mechani-
cal-systems) to open and/or close channels 160 selec-
tively.
[0084] In some embodiments, the fluid delivery chan-
nels may be vias through the electrodes (perfused elec-
trodes). The vias or small holes may be used to deliver
a fluid to the artery tissue proximate the electrode. The
holes may be less than 1mm in diameter and may be
made with a laser or ion beam. The holes may be made
in the electrodes and balloon. In one example, electrode
pads on a flexible circuit are designed with vias that are
plated. The flexible circuit is mounted on a balloon and
a laser or ion beam is used to create the holes in the
flexible substrate and balloon. There may be several
holes in the flexible/balloon for every electrode pad. The
balloon may then be perfused with standard perfusion
balloon equipment or specialized equipment. This per-
fusion approach may also provide additional advantages
beyond fluid delivery, such as eliminating sticking, carry
away heat or regulate the impedance of the load.
[0085] In some embodiments, a porous balloon may
be used having fluid delivery channels on a micro-level,
allowing select molecules through with the addition of
heat. The porous balloon may have an inner layer, a po-
rous outer layer or membrane, drug or fluid molecules
positioned between the layers (i.e., a reservoir) and elec-
trodes coupled to the outer layer. At low pressures, the
molecules stay within the reservoir. As heat is applied,
the molecules may go through the porous layer, which
may be done in different ways. For example, as the heat
is applied, the drug molecules may become exited, pro-
viding enough force to go through the porous outer layer.
In another example, as heat is applied to the balloon, the
pores expand, allowing the drug molecules to go through
the porous outer layer. The molecules may also pass
through the porous outer layer or membrane by osmotic
pressure along with the heat.
[0086] In some embodiments, the treatments may in-
clude a drug, and/or thermal, and/or small or large mol-
ecules injection, and/or RF, and/or balloon dilatation,
and/or hyperthermia.
[0087] While the devices, systems, and methods dis-
closed herein discuss a balloon as the radially expand-
able structure, other expandable structures may also be
used, such as described in U.S. Patent Application Nos.
11/975,65 1.
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Thermally Excited Ozmolarity

[0088] In some embodiments, a porous balloon may
be used having fluid delivery channels on a micro-level
in a membrane, allowing molecules through with the ad-
dition of pressure and heat. The concept delivers a fluid
or drug to a specific site by passing it through the mem-
brane, much like reverse osmosis. In reverse osmosis,
a pressure is used to drive a liquid, such as water, through
a membrane with passages so small that only the appro-
priate molecules can pass through. In this embodiment,
the membrane barrier retains a drug, like paclitaxel. At
low pressures, the drug molecules are not able to pass
through the membrane. To release the drug through the
membrane, pressure is applied to the drug molecules
using a balloon the release of the drug is the accelerated
by applying energy locally by an electrode pair or mo-
nopolar electrode.
[0089] FIG. 10 shows one embodiment of a catheter
system, similar to catheter system 10, having a balloon
300 with a non-porous inner balloon 305 (to provide pres-
sure), a porous outer layer, membrane or sleeve 310, a
drug or fluid 315 positioned between inner balloon 305
and membrane 310 (i.e., a reservoir), and electrodes 320
coupled to the membrane 310. Electrodes 320 may be
similar to the electrodes describe above.
[0090] In use, the balloon is placed at the desired tissue
site and the balloon is inflated to a suitable pressure,
such as 4-6 ATM. When the electrodes are energized,
the heat energy causes the membrane pores to open
and the drug molecule to excite and make their way
through the pores to the tissue.
[0091] The devices, systems, and methods disclosed
herein may be used to selectively deliver fluid in any ar-
tery, for example, the femoral, popliteal, coronary and/or
carotid arteries. While the disclosure focuses on the use
of the technology in the vasculature, the technology
would also be useful for any luminal obstruction. Other
anatomical structures in which the present invention may
be used are the esophagus, the oral cavity, the nasopha-
ryngeal cavity, the auditory tube and tympanic cavity, the
sinus of the brain, the arterial system, the venous system,
the heart, the larynx, the trachea, the bronchus, the stom-
ach, the duodenum, the ileum, the colon, the rectum, the
bladder, the ureter, the ejaculatory duct, the vas defer-
ens, the urethra, the uterine cavity, the vaginal canal, and
the cervical canal.
[0092] The devices, systems, and method disclosed
herein may employ one or more of a wide variety of mech-
anisms to facilitate, promote, and/or enhance transport
of at least one drug from a fluid, gel, or solid of a catheter
(or other delivery structure) toward, to and/or into a de-
sired treatment site or tissue. Exemplary thermally-me-
diated drug transport mechanisms which may be em-
ployed are described above. Additional mechanisms
may also be used including electrically mediated drug
transport mechanisms, optionally including mechanisms
such as electroporation, ionotophoresis, and the like.

Electroporation may allow targeting drug molecules in-
tracellularly via creating passages in the cell membrane.
Electroporation can significantly increase the electrical
conductivity and permeability of the cell plasma mem-
brane by application of an external electrical field, option-
ally by application of an electroporation voltage (which
may involve a series of electroporation potentials) using
one or more electrodes of the balloon catheters de-
scribed herein. Iontophoresis may be employed by ap-
plying a relatively small electric potential so as to deliver
a medicine or other chemical through the luminal surface,
with the electrical potential again optionally being applied
using one or more electrodes of the balloon catheters
described hereinabove. As another example, anti-inflam-
matory molecules could be delivered via iontophoretic
membranes to atherosclerotic lesions. Small molecule
inhibitors of inflammation, thrombogenesis, and throm-
bosis can be delivered to atherolosclerotic lesions via
iontophoretic methods using devices and systems de-
scribed herein to slow or prevent progression of athero-
sclerosis and thrombus formation. Examples of suitable
inflammatory and/or thrombogenic tissue targets in the
artery may include platelet cell adhesion factor (PECAM),
Tissue Factor (TF), matrix metalloproteinases (MMP),
and/or the like. Examples of a small molecule anti-inflam-
matory / anti-thrombosis therapeutics that would be ame-
nable to delivery via iontophoresis may include heparin,
heparin sulfate, and/or the like. Advantageously, suitable
potentials may be applied in either a bipolar arrangement
(between electrodes of the balloon catheter) or in a mo-
nopolar mode. Suitable potentials may be applied by
commercially available iontophoresis or electroporation
systems, or specialized potential generators may be em-
ployed. These drug transport mechanisms can optionally
be combined, for example, with a thermal mechanism
used (for example, by energizing electrodes so as to heat
a coating, and optionally to facilitate release of a drug
and thermally enhance movement of the drug into a target
tissue), followed with an electrically mediated drug trans-
port mechanism (optionally by energizing the same elec-
trodes or different electrodes of the balloon with a suitable
potential).
[0093] While the exemplary embodiments have been
described in some detail, by way of example and for clar-
ity of understanding, those of skill in the art will recognize
that a variety of modification, adaptations, and changes
may be employed. Hence, the scope of the present in-
vention should be limited solely by the appending claims.

Claims

1. A catheter system for selective drug delivery to a
body tissue being disposed about a lumen, the sys-
tem comprising:

an elongate catheter (12) having a proximal end
(16) and a distal end (18) with an axis (15) ther-
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ebetween, the catheter having a radially ex-
pandable balloon (20) near the distal end (18)
and an energy delivery portion proximate the
balloon (20) for transmission of energy;
a thermally changeable coating (35) having a
releasable drug coupled to the balloon (20, 120),
the thermally changeable coating (35) being ori-
ented to be urged against the body tissue when
the expandable balloon expands; and
an energy source (42) operatively coupled to the
energy delivery portion (34) configured to ener-
gize the energy delivery portion to heat and liq-
uefy the thermally changeable coating (35) to
release the drug to the body tissue;
characterized in that
the energy delivery portion comprises a plurality
of electrodes (34) disposed about the expand-
able balloon (20); in that
the energy source is operatively coupled to the
plurality of electrodes (34) so as to selectively
energize electrode pairs to heat and liquefy por-
tions of the thermally changeable coating (35)
between the electrode pairs to release the drug
to the body tissue; and in that
the thermally changeable coating (35) includes
more than one releasable drug.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the system includes
a controller (40) configured such that when body tis-
sue of the lumen includes a diseased portion, select-
ed electrode pairs are energized to selectively heat
the thermally changeable coating (35) proximate the
diseased portion.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the energy delivery
portion comprises a plurality of electrodes (34) dis-
posed about the expandable balloon so as to define
a plurality of remodeling zones in the tissue when
the balloon (20) is expanded within the lumen, the
electrodes (34) are radially coupled with the tissue,
and energy is transmitted between the electrodes
(34) and the tissue.

4. The system of claim 1, further comprising a tissue
analyzer configured to characterize the body tissue.

5. The system of claim 4, wherein the system includes
a controller (40) configured such that the energy de-
livery portion is selectively energized to heat the por-
tion of the thermally changeable coating (35) to re-
lease the drug in response to the characterized body
tissue.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein each drug has a dif-
ferent phase change temperature.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein two coatings of dif-
fering material are layered.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the drug is selected
from at least one of ceramide, suramin, rapamycin,
paclitaxel, sirolimus, zotarolimus, everolimus, a ther-
apeutic fluid, an anesthetic drug, a therapeutic drug,
a small molecule, a gene therapeutic compound, an
anti-thrombolytic agent, a lubricant (to allow higher
temperatures without sticking), an electrically con-
ductive compound to lower the impedance at an
electrode, an electrically insulating compound to pre-
vent treatment to tissue that does not need treat-
ment, an electrically conductive compound that is
intended to migrate through the endothelial layers of
tissue to carry energy to the interstitial layers, or a
combination of the above.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the energy source
(42) is an RF energy source and the energy delivery
portion is configured to transmit RF energy.

10. The system of claim 1, wherein the energy source
(42) is a laser energy source and the energy delivery
portion is configured to transmit laser energy.

11. The system of claim 1, wherein the energy source
(42) is an ultrasound energy source and the energy
delivery portion is configured to transmit ultrasound
energy.

12. The system of claim 1, wherein the energy source
(42) is a microwave energy source and the energy
delivery portion is configured to transmit microwave
energy.

13. The system of claim 1, wherein a second coating
(35A) is used to cover the electrodes (34)

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the second coating
(35A) is an insulating coating.

Patentansprüche

1. Kathetersystem zur selektiven Medikamentenabga-
be an ein Körpergewebe, das um ein Lumen herum
angeordnet ist, wobei das System aufweist:

einen länglichen Katheter (12) mit einem proxi-
malen Ende (16) und einem distalen Ende (18)
mit einer Achse (15) dazwischen, wobei der Ka-
theter einen radial dehnbaren Ballon (20) in der
Nähe des distalen Endes (18) und einen Ener-
giezufuhrabschnitt in der Nähe des Ballons (20)
zum Übertragen von Energie aufweist;
eine thermisch veränderbare Beschichtung (35)
mit einem freisetzbaren Medikament, die mit
dem Ballon (20, 120) verbunden ist, wobei die
thermisch veränderbare Beschichtung (35) der-
art ausgerichtet ist, dass sie gegen das Körper-
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gewebe gedrückt wird, wenn sich der dehnbare
Ballon dehnt; und
eine Energiequelle (42), die betrieblich mit dem
Energiezufuhrabschnitt (34) verbunden und da-
für konfiguriert ist, dem Energiezufuhrabschnitt
Energie zuzuführen, um die thermisch verän-
derbare Beschichtung (35) zu erwärmen und zu
verflüssigen, um das Medikament an das Kör-
pergewebe abzugeben;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
der Energiezufuhrabschnitt mehrere Elektroden
(34) aufweist, die um den dehnbaren Ballon (20)
herum angeordnet sind; und dadurch dass
die Energiequelle betrieblich mit den mehreren
Elektroden (34) verbunden ist, um Elektroden-
paaren selektiv Energie zuzuführen, um Ab-
schnitte der thermisch veränderbaren Be-
schichtung (35) zwischen den Elektrodenpaa-
ren zu erwärmen und zu verflüssigen, um das
Medikament an das Körpergewebe abzugeben;
und dadurch dass
die thermisch veränderbare Beschichtung (35)
mehr als ein freisetzbares Medikament auf-
weist.

2. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei das System eine
Steuereinheit (40) aufweist, die derart konfiguriert
ist, dass, wenn das Körpergewebe des Lumens ei-
nen erkrankten Abschnitt aufweist, ausgewählten
Elektrodenpaaren Energie zugeführt wird, um die
thermisch veränderbare Beschichtung (35) in der
Nähe des erkrankten Abschnitts selektiv zu erwär-
men.

3. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Energiezu-
fuhrabschnitt mehrere Elektroden (34) aufweist, die
um den dehnbaren Ballon herum angeordnet sind,
um mehrere Umformzonen im Gewebe zu definie-
ren, wenn der Ballon (20) innerhalb des Lumens ge-
dehnt wird, wobei die Elektroden (34) radial mit dem
Gewebe verbunden sind und Energie zwischen den
Elektroden (34) und dem Gewebe übertragen wird.

4. System nach Anspruch 1, ferner mit einem Gewe-
beanalysator, der dafür konfiguriert ist, das Körper-
gewebe zu charakterisieren.

5. System nach Anspruch 4, wobei das System eine
Steuereinheit (40) aufweist, die derart konfiguriert
ist, dass dem Energiezufuhrabschnitt selektiv Ener-
gie zugeführt wird, um den Abschnitt der thermisch
veränderbaren Beschichtung (35) zu erwärmen, um
das Medikament in Antwort auf das charakterisierte
Körpergewebe freizusetzen.

6. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei jedes Medikament
eine andere Phasenänderungstemperatur aufweist.

7. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei zwei Beschichtun-
gen aus unterschiedlichem Material schichtförmig
angeordnet sind.

8. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Medikament
ausgewählt ist aus mindestens einem unter Cera-
mid, Suramin, Rapamycin, Paclitaxel, Sirolimus,
Zotarolimus, Everolimus, einem therapeutischen
Fluid, einem Anästhetikum, einem therapeutischen
Medikament, einem kleinen Molekül, einer genthe-
rapeutischen Verbindung, einem Antithrombolyti-
kum, einem Schmiermittel (um höhere Temperatu-
ren ohne Anhaften zu ermöglichen), einer elektrisch
leitfähigen Verbindung zum Vermindern der Impe-
danz an einer Elektrode, einer elektrisch isolieren-
den Verbindung zum Verhindern einer Behandlung
von Gewebe, für das keine Behandlung erforderlich
ist, einer elektrisch leitfähigen Verbindung, die dafür
vorgesehen ist, sich durch die endothelialen Gewe-
beschichten zu bewegen, um Energie zu den inter-
stitiellen Schichten zu transportieren, oder einer
Kombination davon.

9. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Energiequelle
(42) eine HF-Energiequelle ist und der Energiezu-
fuhrabschnitt dafür konfiguriert ist, HF-Energie zu
übertragen.

10. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Energiequelle
(42) eine Laserenergiequelle ist und der Energiezu-
fuhrabschnitt dafür konfiguriert ist, Laserenergie zu
übertragen.

11. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Energiequelle
(42) eine Ultraschallenergiequelle ist und der Ener-
giezufuhrabschnitt dafür konfiguriert ist, Ultraschal-
lenergie zu übertragen.

12. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Energiequelle
(42) eine Mikrowellenenergiequelle ist und der En-
ergiezufuhrabschnitt dafür konfiguriert ist, Mikrowel-
lenenergie zu übertragen.

13. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei eine zweite Be-
schichtung (35A) verwendet wird, um die Elektroden
(34) abzudecken.

14. System nach Anspruch 13, wobei die zweite Be-
schichtung (35A) eine isolierende Beschichtung ist.

Revendications

1. Système de cathéter pour l’administration sélective
de médicament à un tissu corporel, qui est disposé
autour d’une lumière, le système comprenant :

un cathéter allongé (12) ayant une extrémité
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proximale (16) et une extrémité distale (18) avec
un axe (15) entre elles, le cathéter ayant un bal-
lonnet radialement expansible (20) à proximité
de l’extrémité distale (18) et une partie de dis-
tribution d’énergie à proximité du ballonnet (20)
pour la transmission d’énergie ;
un revêtement thermiquement modifiable (35)
ayant un médicament libérable couplé au bal-
lonnet (20, 120), le revêtement thermiquement
modifiable (35) étant orienté pour être poussé
contre le tissu corporel lorsque le ballonnet ex-
pansible subit une expansion ; et
une source d’énergie (42) couplée de manière
opérationnelle à la partie de distribution d’éner-
gie (34) et configurée pour alimenter la partie de
distribution d’énergie afin de chauffer et liquéfier
le revêtement thermiquement modifiable (35)
pour libérer le médicament sur le tissu corporel ;
caractérisé en ce que :
la partie de distribution d’énergie comprend une
pluralité d’électrodes (34) disposées autour du
ballonnet expansible (20) ; et en ce que :
la source d’énergie est couplée de manière opé-
rationnelle à la pluralité d’électrodes (34) pour
alimenter sélectivement des paires d’électrodes
afin de chauffer et liquéfier des parties du revê-
tement thermiquement modifiable (35) entre les
paires d’électrodes pour libérer le médicament
sur le tissu corporel ; et en ce que :
le revêtement thermiquement modifiable (35)
comprend plus d’un médicament libérable.

2. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le sys-
tème comprend un organe de commande (40) con-
figuré de sorte que lorsque le tissu corporel de la
lumière comprend une partie malade, des paires
d’électrodes sélectionnées sont alimentées pour
chauffer sélectivement le revêtement thermique-
ment modifiable (35) à proximité de la partie malade.

3. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la par-
tie de distribution d’énergie comprend une pluralité
d’électrodes (34) disposées autour du ballonnet ex-
pansible afin de définir une pluralité de zones de
remodelage dans le tissu lorsque le ballonnet (20)
subit une expansion à l’intérieur de la lumière, les
électrodes (34) sont radialement couplées avec le
tissu, et l’énergie est transmise entre les électrodes
(34) et le tissu.

4. Système selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre un analyseur de tissu configuré pour caracté-
riser le tissu corporel.

5. Système selon la revendication 4, dans lequel le sys-
tème comprend un organe de commande (40) con-
figuré de sorte que la partie de distribution d’énergie
est sélectivement alimentée pour chauffer la partie

du revêtement thermiquement modifiable (35) afin
de libérer le médicament en réponse au tissu corpo-
rel caractérisé.

6. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel cha-
que médicament a une température de changement
de phase différente.

7. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel deux
revêtements de matériau différent sont déposés en
couche.

8. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le mé-
dicament est sélectionné à partir d’au moins l’un par-
mi la céramide, la suramine, la rapamycine, le pacli-
taxel, le sirolimus, le zotarolimus, l’éverolimus, un
fluide thérapeutique, un médicament anesthésiant,
un médicament thérapeutique, une petite molécule,
un composant thérapeutique génétique, un agent
antithrombogène, un lubrifiant (pour permettre des
températures plus élevés sans collage), un composé
électriquement conducteur pour abaisser l’impédan-
ce au niveau d’une électrode, un composé électri-
quement isolant pour empêcher le traitement sur le
tissu qui n’a pas besoin de traitement, un composé
électriquement conducteur qui est prévu pour migrer
à travers les couches endothéliales du tissu afin de
transporter l’énergie vers les couches interstitielles
ou une combinaison des éléments ci-dessus.

9. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la
source d’énergie (42) est une source d’énergie RF
et la partie de distribution d’énergie est configurée
pour transmettre l’énergie RF.

10. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la
source d’énergie (42) est une source d’énergie laser
et la partie de distribution d’énergie est configurée
pour transmettre l’énergie laser.

11. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la
source d’énergie (42) est une source d’énergie à ul-
trasons et la partie de distribution d’énergie est con-
figurée pour transmettre l’énergie à ultrasons.

12. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la
source d’énergie (42) est une source d’énergie à mi-
croondes et la partie de distribution d’énergie est
configurée pour transmettre l’énergie à microondes.

13. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel un
second revêtement (35A) est utilisé pour recouvrir
les électrodes (34).

14. Système selon la revendication 13, dans lequel le
second revêtement (35A) est un revêtement isolant.
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