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Claim(s) not searched:
21,22

Reason for the Timitation of the search:

Claims 21 and 22 are directed to a ingestible device, arranged for
traveling within a gastrointestinal tract of a body comprising at least
two probes, wherein each probe is operative to perform a different
diagnostic image, a data-handling apparatus, in signal communication with
said probes, for receiving and handling imaging data, generated by said
probes, a power source, for powering said probes and said data-handling
apparatus, and a shell, which encapsulates said probes, data-handling
apparatus, and power source within. The probes can be selected from a
plurality of about 10 technically completely different probes.

An ingestible device with two different probes is known from WO 00/22975
(see fig. 4, p. 8, 1. 11 to p. 9, 1. 3). The concept of having two
different probes in one ingestible device does thus principally not
contribute to an inventive step in the sense of Art. 56 EPC.

Accordingly, an inventive step might reside in one or more of the
possible combinations of the probes. However, since each of the probes
can be selected from a plurality of about 10 probes, the number of
possible combinations is extremely large, so that the provisions of
clarity and conciseness in the sense of Art. 84 cannot be seen to be
fulfilled. The non-compliance with the substantive provisions of Art. 84
EPC is even to such an extent that a meaningful search of the
subject-matter of claims 21 and 22 cannot be carried out (Rule 45 EPC and
Guidelines B-VIII1, 3).
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The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate fo the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

1- 9, 23- 59
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-9, 23-59 (as far as claims 23-59 depend on claim 1)

Ingestible device with a probe to generate diagnostic
imaging data based on nuclear radiation of a
radiopharmaceutical.

2. claims: 10-14, 23-59 (as far ?s claims 23-59 depend on claim 10
or 13

Ingestible device with a probe to generate diagnostic
imaging data based on fluorescence radiation.

3. claims: 15-17, 23-59 (as far as claims 23-59 depend on claim 15
or 17)

Ingestible device with a probe to generate diagnostic
imaging data based on temperature.

4. claims: 18, 23-59 (as far as claims 23-59 depend on claim 18)

Ingestible device with a probe to generate diagnostic
imaging data based on impedance.

5. claims: 19, 23-59 (as far as claims 23-59 depend on claim 19)

Ingestible device with a probe to generate diagnostic
imaging data based on ultrasound.

6. claims: 20, 23-59 (as far as claims 23-59 depend on claim 20)

Ingestible device with a probe to generate diagnostic
imaging data based on magnetic resonance.
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