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(54) Method and apparatus for photographing fluorescent and reflected-light images

(57) A photographing method and apparatus for
photographing a fluorescent image, composed of fluo-
rescent light emitted by a living tissue that has been il-
luminated by a stimulating light, as an image having a
higher S/N ratio. Fluorescent light emitted by a living tis-
sue that has been illuminated by a stimulating light emit-
ted from a light source and propagated along an endo-
scope enters an image fiber. The fluorescent light en-
tering the image fiber is propagated along the image fib-

er to the output face of the image fiber and focused on
the light-receiving zone of a photographing element, un-
der photographing conditions set so that the relation be-
tween the pixels of aforementioned output face, upon
which the fluorescent image is formed, to the pixels re-
ceiving the light of the fluorescent image within afore-
mentioned light-receiving zone satisfies the condition
expressed by the formula: Nf X 4 > Nd.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates 10 severalinventions or groups of invertions, namely:

1. Claims: 1-23,39,41

Photographing method and apparatus using fluorescent light
and jmage fiber with the pixel number of the image sensor
being strictly less than 4 times the number of pixels
(strands) of the image fiber.

2. Claims: 24-38,40,42

Photographing methods and apparatuses where the light-image
is focused on a readout zone smaller than the total
light-receiving zone of the photographing element
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