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The independent claims essentially relate to a clinical trial. A clinical
trial necessarily encompasses a method of treatment by therapy, since the
present intention is clearly to prevent disease in a group of patients. A
clinical trial also encompasses a method of treatment by surgery, since
drugs may need to be administered by invasive means. Finally, the present
method involves diagnosis by methods such as imaging; since all the core
diagnostic steps of a technical nature of such techniques require the
human body, said claims also encompass methods of diagnosis practised on
the human or animal body (G1/04). Thus, the claims contravene Art. 53c on
many levels. Consequently, the search was limited to in vitro aspects of
the method.
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