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(54) MAMMOGRAPHY SYSTEM

(57) The mammographic apparatus of this invention
maintains peripheral portions of the breast area Ma of
the sternal plate of a patient M in contact with a sternal
plate contact box 3 during radiography for RI distribution
images of the breast area Ma of the patient M. Since the
body motion accompanying respiration of the patient M
shifts from the breast side to the back side, the motion
of the breast area Ma of the patient M accompanying

respiration of the patient M is suppressed easily. In ad-
dition, since radiography for RI distribution images is car-
ried out with the patient M in a seated position seated on
a seating unit 2, the apparatus is compact and can in-
stalled in a limited area, compared with an apparatus that
carries out radiography for RI distribution images with a
patient in a sleeping position lying on her back or on a
side on a top board.
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Description

[TECHNICAL FIELD]

[0001] This invention relates to mammographic appa-
ratus for acquiring images of patients’ breast areas, and
more particularly to a technique for suppressing motions
of the breast areas accompanying respiration during ra-
diography.

[BACKGROUND ART]

[0002] Conventionally, in the case of a mammographic
apparatus of the X-ray radiographic type for a breast can-
cer checkup used in a medical institution such as a hos-
pital, whether there is breast cancer is checked by ac-
quiring X-ray photo images, such as transmission X-ray
photos or X-ray transmission images, which provide an-
atomical information on patients’ breast areas. Only by
checking X-ray photo images, a sufficient breast cancer
checkup cannot necessarily be carried out (see Nonpat-
ent Document 1).
[0003] Then, it has been proposed to perform a breast
cancer checkup by using the PET (positron emission to-
mography) technique which can provide RI distribution
images reflecting a body distribution of a radioisotope
introduced into a patient, and photographing RI distribu-
tion images of the patient’s breast area (see Nonpatent
Document 2). Unlike X-ray transmission images which
provide anatomical information, RI distribution images
provide biofunctional information, and may therefore en-
able detection of breast cancer overlooked by means of
X-ray transmission images.
[0004] An apparatus of the PET type, as shown in Fig.
13, includes a top board 91 for supporting a patient M
lying on her back or on her side, and a gantry 92 having
an opening (tunnel) 92A formed centrally thereof for al-
lowing the top board 91 with the patient M placed thereon
to move in and out. A large-sized gantry 92, as shown in
Fig. 14, has a ring type gamma-ray detector 93 arranged
therein. When RI distribution images are acquired with
the conventional apparatus, the gamma-ray detector 93
detects gamma rays (annihilation gamma-rays) of
511keV energy generated by an RI having reached the
breast area Ma after being introduced into the patient M
placed on the top board 91 and having entered the open-
ing 92A of gantry 92. On the other hand, at stages down-
stream of the gamma-ray detector 93, emission data for
RI distribution image acquisition are collected according
to gamma ray detection signals outputted from the gam-
ma-ray detector 93, and reconstruction processing is car-
ried out based on the emission data collected, to acquire
RI distribution images of the breast area Ma of the patient
M.

[Nonpatent Document 1]
Radiology 2005; 234: 527-534.
[Nonpatent Document 2]

Nuclear Instrument and Methods in Physics Re-
search A 527(2004) 82-91

[DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION]

[PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION]

[0005] However, the apparatus of the X-ray radio-
graphic type and the apparatus of the PET type both have
a problem that the breast area Ma moves with respiration
of the patient M.
[0006] Particularly in the case of X-ray photo images
taken instantaneously, as shown in Fig. 15, the breast
area Ma of the patient M is strongly pinched with fixing
pieces 90 in order to stop movement of the breast area
Ma reliably during radiography. Thus, the patient M is
subjected to a considerable bodily pain and mental strain.
[0007] In the case of the apparatus of the PET type
where RI distribution images are acquired from a patient
in a sleeping position such as being on her back or side
on the top board 91, the apparatus needs a large and
spacious installation area. It is therefore unsuitable for a
general checkup of breast cancer for numerous, wide-
ranging patients, and its spread is difficult.
[0008] This invention has been made having regard to
the state of the art noted above, and its object is to provide
mammographic apparatus not requiring a large installa-
tion area in addition to being capable of suppressing mo-
tion of a breast area accompanying patient’s respiration
in a comfortable way.

[MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEM]

[0009] To fulfill the above object, this invention pro-
vides the following construction.
[0010] A mammographic apparatus for photographing
images of a patient’s breast area, according to this in-
vention comprises (A) a seating device for seating the
patient; (B) an upper body support device for supporting
an upper body of the patient seated on the seating device;
and (C) an image pickup device for picking up images of
the breast area of the patient seated on the seating device
and having the upper body supported by the upper body
support device.
[0011] When images of the patient’s breast area are
photographed with the mammographic apparatus of this
invention, the patient is seated on the seating device,
and the patient’s upper body is supported by the upper
body support device. Subsequently, images of the pa-
tient’s breast area are acquired as imaging of the patient’s
breast area is carried out by the image pickup device.
[0012] That is, with the mammographic apparatus of
this invention, since the patient’s upper body is supported
by the upper body support device during radiography for
images, the motion of the patient’s breast area accom-
panying the patient’s respiration is suppressed easily.
Since radiography for images is carried out with the pa-
tient in a seated position seated on the seating device,

1 2 



EP 2 009 465 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the apparatus is compact and can installed in a limited
area, compared with an apparatus that carries out radi-
ography for images with a patient in a sleeping position
lying on her back or on a side on a top board. Therefore,
according to the mammographic apparatus of this inven-
tion, a large installation space is unnecessary in addition
to being capable of suppressing the motion of the breast
area accompanying the patient’s respiration easily.
[0013] Preferably, the mammographic apparatus ac-
cording to this invention further comprises (D) an equip-
ment holding device for holding the upper body support
device and the image pickup device; and (E) a raising
and lowering device for raising and lowering the equip-
ment holding device together with the upper body support
device and the image pickup device, forward and back-
ward relative to the patient.
[0014] In this case, after the patient is seated on the
seating device and the patient’s upper body is supported
by the upper body support device, the raising and low-
ering device is operated to raise or lower the equipment
holding device together with the upper body support de-
vice and the image pickup device, forward and backward
relative to the patient, to set the upper body support de-
vice and image pickup device together with the patient
to a position suited to the patient’s physique and photo-
graphing posture. Subsequently, images of the patient’s
breast area are acquired as imaging of the patient’s
breast area is carried out by the image pickup device.
[0015] The upper body support device is a sternal plate
contact device contactable by peripheral portions of the
breast area of the patient’s sternal plate.
[0016] Where the upper body support device is a ster-
nal plate contact device, peripheral portions of the breast
area of the patient’s sternal plate are placed in contact
with the sternal plate contact device. Since the body mo-
tion accompanying respiration of the patient shifts from
the breast side to the back side, the motion of the breast
area of the patient accompanying respiration of the pa-
tient is suppressed easily.
[0017] Where the upper body support device is a ster-
nal plate contact device, it is preferred that (F) an armrest
device is arranged laterally of the sternal plate contact
device for receiving right and left arms of the patient.
[0018] In this case, the patient having the sternal plate
placed in contact with the sternal plate contact device
places the right and left arms on the armrest device ar-
ranged laterally of the sternal plate contact device. Thus,
the patient can comfortably continue to be in the position
having the sternal plate placed in contact with the sternal
plate contact device.
[0019] Preferably, the invention comprising the equip-
ment holding device further comprises (G) a lower leg
contact device held by the equipment holding device to
be contactable by lower legs of the patient seated on the
seating device.
[0020] In this case, the patient seated on the seating
device has the lower legs contacted by the lower leg con-
tact device. In addition, the lower leg contact device is

held by the equipment holding device, and the lower leg
contact device is movable with rising and lowering of the
equipment holding device. Therefore, even when the
equipment holding device is raised and lowered, the pa-
tient’s lower legs are constantly maintained in contact
with the lower leg contact device. As a result, the patient
can continue to be seated on the seating device in a
stable posture.
[0021] Preferably, the invention comprising the sternal
plate contact device, as does the invention comprising
the equipment holding device, further comprises (D) an
equipment holding device for holding the upper body sup-
port device and the image pickup device; and (E) a raising
and lowering device for raising and lowering the equip-
ment holding device together with the upper body support
device and the image pickup device, forward and back-
ward relative to the patient, the seating device also being
held by the equipment holding device, said apparatus
further comprising (H) a tilt avoiding device for avoiding
tilting of the armrest device by raising and lowering the
armrest device in an opposite direction in response to
raising and lowering of the equipment holding device.
[0022] In this case, since the seating device is also
held by the equipment holding device, the seating device
is also tilted according to the patient’s physique and pho-
tographing posture, as the equipment holding device is
raised or lowered by the raising and lowering device. In
addition, the tilt avoiding device avoids tilting of the arm-
rest device by raising and lowering the armrest device in
an opposite direction in response to raising and lowering
of the equipment holding device. As a result of the arm-
rest device continuing to maintain a horizontal state,
there is no fear of the right and left arms of the patient
slipping off the armrest device.
[0023] In one example of the mammographic appara-
tus according to this invention, the image pickup device
is a gamma-ray detector for receiving the patient’s breast
area and carrying out radiation image pickup by detecting
gamma rays produced by a radioisotope introduced into
the patient and having reached the breast area, and out-
putting gamma ray detection signals, said apparatus fur-
ther comprising (I) an emission data collecting device for
collecting emission data for RI distribution image acqui-
sition according to the gamma ray detection signals out-
putted from the gamma-ray detector, and (J) an RI dis-
tribution image acquiring device for acquiring RI distribu-
tion images which are radiographic images of the pa-
tient’s breast area based on the emission data collected
by the emission data collecting device.
[0024] In this case, the gamma-ray detector as the im-
age pickup device having received the patient’s breast
area carries out radiation image pickup to detect gamma
rays produced by the radioisotope introduced into the
patient and having reached the breast area, and outputs
gamma ray detection signals. The emission data collect-
ing device collects emission data for RI distribution image
acquisition according to the gamma ray detection signals
outputted from the gamma-ray detector. The RI distribu-
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tion image acquiring device acquires RI distribution im-
ages which are radiographic images of the patient’s
breast area based on the emission data collected by the
emission data collecting device.
[0025] In the mammographic apparatus for carrying
out radiation image pickup, the radioisotope is a positron
type radioisotope, the emission data collecting device
collecting the emission data according to the gamma ray
detection signals when annihilation gamma rays moving
in opposite directions are simultaneously detected by the
gamma-ray detector.
[0026] In this case, the emission data collecting device
collects emission data only according to the gamma ray
detection signals generated when the gamma-ray detect-
ing device simultaneously detects annihilation gamma-
rays generated and traveling in opposite directions in re-
sponse to annihilation of positrons released from the ra-
dioisotope introduced into the patient. It is thus possible
to photograph RI distribution images regarding the pos-
itron type radioisotope introduced into the patient.
[0027] Another example of the mammographic appa-
ratus according to this invention further comprises (K) a
light source for emitting light to the patient’s breast area,
wherein the image pickup device is a light detector for
carrying out optical image pickup by detecting absorption
light or fluorescence from the patient’s breast area irra-
diated by the light source, and outputting photodetection
signals, said apparatus further comprising (L) a light dis-
tribution image acquiring device for acquiring light distri-
bution images which are optical images of the patient’s
breast area according to the photodetection signals out-
putted from the light detector.
[0028] In this case, the light detector as the image pick-
up device carries out optical image pickup to detect ab-
sorption light or fluorescence from the patient’s breast
area irradiated by the light source, and output photode-
tection signals. The light distribution image acquiring de-
vice acquires light distribution images which are optical
images of the patient’s breast area according to the pho-
todetection signals outputted from the light detector.
[0029] In the mammographic apparatus according to
this invention, the image pickup device is applicable to
the type that receives both of breasts, and picks up im-
ages thereof simultaneously, and the image pickup de-
vice is applicable also to the type that receives one breast
separately, and picks up images of right and left breasts
individually.
[0030] Apart from such mammographic apparatus
having the seating device, a mammographic apparatus
without the seating device is also possible.
[0031] Thus, a mammographic apparatus for photo-
graphing images of a patient’s breast area, according to
this invention, comprises (b) an upper body support de-
vice for supporting an upper body of a patient in a stand-
ing or seated position; and (c) an image pickup device
for picking up images of the breast area of the patient in
the standing or seated position and having the upper
body supported by the upper body support device.

[0032] When images of the patient’s breast area are
photographed with the mammographic apparatus of this
invention, the upper body support device supports the
upper body of the patient in a standing or seated position.
Subsequently, images of the patient’s breast area are
acquired as imaging of the patient’s breast area is carried
out by the image pickup device.
[0033] That is, with the mammographic apparatus of
this invention, as with the mammographic apparatus hav-
ing the seating device, since the patient’s upper body is
supported by the upper body support device during ra-
diography for images, the motion of the patient’s breast
area accompanying the patient’s respiration is sup-
pressed easily. Since radiography for images is carried
out with the patient in a standing or seated position, the
apparatus is compact and can installed in a limited area,
compared with an apparatus that carries out radiography
for images with a patient in a sleeping position lying on
her back or on a side on a top board. Therefore, according
to the mammographic apparatus of this invention, a large
installation space is unnecessary in addition to being ca-
pable of suppressing the motion of the breast area ac-
companying the patient’s respiration easily.
[0034] Preferably, the mammographic apparatus ac-
cording to this invention further comprises (d) a height
adjusting device for holding the upper body support de-
vice and the image pickup device and adjusting a height
thereof, or for vertically moving the patient to adjust a
relative height between the upper body support device
and the image pickup device, and the patient.
[0035] In this case, the height adjusting device holding
the upper body support device and image pickup device,
adjusts their height to the patient’s height and photo-
graphing posture, with the upper body support device
supporting the upper body of the patient and the image
pickup device picking up images of the breasts. Alterna-
tively, the height adjusting device moves the patient ver-
tically to adjust the relative height between the upper
body support device and image pickup device, and the
patient. The upper body support device supports the up-
per body of the patient, and the image pickup device picks
up images of the breasts. As a result, height adjustment
can be carried out according to height differences and
photographing postures, to enable an image pick-up suit-
ed to the height and photographing posture of each pa-
tient.
[0036] In the mammographic apparatus without the
seating device, as in the mammographic apparatus hav-
ing the seating device, the upper body support device is
a sternal plate contact device contactable by peripheral
portions of the breast area of the patient’s sternal plate.
[0037] Where the upper body support device is a ster-
nal plate contact device, peripheral portions of the breast
area of the patient’s sternal plate are placed in contact
with the sternal plate contact device. Since the body mo-
tion accompanying respiration of the patient shifts from
the breast side to the back side, the motion of the breast
area of the patient accompanying respiration of the pa-
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tient is suppressed easily.
[0038] In the mammographic apparatus without the
seating device, as in the mammographic apparatus hav-
ing the seating device, where the upper body support
device is a sternal plate contact device, it is preferred
that (f) an armrest device is arranged laterally of the ster-
nal plate contact device for receiving right and left arms
of the patient.
[0039] In this case, the patient having the sternal plate
placed in contact with the sternal plate contact device
places the right and left arms on the armrest device ar-
ranged laterally of the sternal plate contact device. Thus,
the patient can comfortably continue to be in the position
having the sternal plate placed in contact with the sternal
plate contact device.
[0040] As in the mammographic apparatus having the
seating device, in one example of the mammographic
apparatus without the seating device, the image pickup
device is a gamma-ray detector for receiving the patient’s
breast area and carrying out radiation image pickup by
detecting gamma rays produced by a radioisotope intro-
duced into the patient and having reached the breast
area, and outputting gamma ray detection signals, said
apparatus further comprising (i) an emission data collect-
ing device for collecting emission data for RI distribution
image acquisition according to the gamma ray detection
signals outputted from the gamma-ray detector, and (j)
an RI distribution image acquiring device for acquiring RI
distribution images which are radiographic images of the
patient’s breast area based on the emission data collect-
ed by the emission data collecting device.
[0041] In this case, the gamma-ray detector as the im-
age pickup device having received the patient’s breast
area carries out radiation image pickup to detect gamma
rays produced by the radioisotope introduced into the
patient and having reached the breast area, and outputs
gamma ray detection signals. The emission data collect-
ing device collects emission data for RI distribution image
acquisition according to the gamma ray detection signals
outputted from the gamma-ray detector. The RI distribu-
tion image acquiring device acquires RI distribution im-
ages which are radiographic images of the patient’s
breast area based on the emission data collected by the
emission data collecting device.
[0042] As in the mammographic apparatus having the
seating device, in the mammographic apparatus without
the seating device, and in the mammographic apparatus
for carrying out radiation image pickup, the radioisotope
is a positron type radioisotope, the emission data collect-
ing device collecting the emission data according to the
gamma ray detection signals when annihilation gamma
rays moving in opposite directions are simultaneously
detected by the gamma-ray detector.
[0043] In this case, the emission data collecting device
collects emission data only according to the gamma ray
detection signals generated when the gamma-ray detect-
ing device simultaneously detects annihilation gamma-
rays generated and traveling in opposite directions in re-

sponse to annihilation of positrons released from the ra-
dioisotope introduced into the patient. It is thus possible
to photograph RI distribution images regarding the pos-
itron type radioisotope introduced into the patient.
[0044] As does the mammographic apparatus having
the seating device, another example of the mammo-
graphic apparatus without the seating device further
comprises (k) a light source for emitting light to the pa-
tient’s breast area, wherein the image pickup device is a
light detector for carrying out optical image pickup by
detecting absorption light or fluorescence from the pa-
tient’s breast area irradiated by the light source, and out-
putting photodetection signals, said apparatus further
comprising (l) a light distribution image acquiring device
for acquiring light distribution images which are optical
images of the patient’s breast area according to the pho-
todetection signals outputted from the light detector.
[0045] In this case, the light detector as the image pick-
up device carries out optical image pickup to detect ab-
sorption light or fluorescence from the patient’s breast
area irradiated by the light source, and output photode-
tection signals. The light distribution image acquiring de-
vice acquires light distribution images which are optical
images of the patient’s breast area according to the pho-
todetection signals outputted from the light detector.
[0046] As in the mammographic apparatus having the
seating device, in the mammographic apparatus without
the seating device, the image pickup device is applicable
to the type that receives both of breasts, and picks up
images thereof simultaneously, and the image pickup de-
vice is applicable also to the type that receives one breast
separately, and picks up images of right and left breasts
individually.

[EFFECTS OF THE INVENTION]

[0047] With the mammographic apparatus of this in-
vention, since the patient’s upper body is supported by
the upper body support device during radiography for
images, the motion of the patient’s breast area accom-
panying the patient’s respiration is suppressed. Since
radiography for images is carried out with the patient in
a seated position seated on the seating device, or with
the patient in a standing or seated position, the apparatus
is compact and can installed in a limited area, compared
with an apparatus that carries out radiography for images
with a patient in a sleeping position lying on her back or
on a side on a top board.
[0048] Therefore, according to the mammographic ap-
paratus of this invention, a large installation space is un-
necessary in addition to being capable of suppressing
the motion of the breast area accompanying the patient’s
respiration.

[BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS]

[0049]
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Fig. 1 is an elevational view showing a non-tilting
state of an examining table of a mammographic ap-
paratus in Embodiment 1;
Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing a principal portion
of the mammographic apparatus in Embodiment 1;
Fig. 3 is an elevational view showing a maximum
tilting state of the examining table of the mammo-
graphic apparatus in Embodiment 1;
Fig. 4 presents views showing situations at times of
radiography by the apparatus in Embodiment 1, in
which (a) is a perspective view showing a state where
a patient is made to sit straight, and (b) is a perspec-
tive view showing a state where the patient is made
to sit leaning forward;
Fig. 5 is a block diagram showing an overall con-
struction of a mammographic apparatus in Embod-
iment 2;
Fig. 6 is an elevational view showing a maximum
tilting state of an examining table of the mammo-
graphic apparatus in Embodiment 1;
Fig. 7 is a block diagram showing a principal portion
of a mammographic apparatus in Embodiment 3;
Figs. 8 (a) - (c) are views showing situations at times
of radiography of the apparatus in Embodiment 3 for
patients different in size;
Figs. 9 (a) - (c) are views showing situations at times
of radiography of the apparatus in Embodiment 3 for
patients different in size;
Fig. 10 is a block diagram showing a principal portion
of a mammographic apparatus in Embodiment 4;
Fig. 11 is a perspective view of a height adjusting
mechanism for accommodating a wheelchair;
Fig. 12 is a schematic view of a gamma-ray detector
of the type that acquires images of right and left in-
dividually with one breast received separately;
Fig. 13 is an elevational view showing a situation for
acquiring images of a patient’s breast area with a
conventional PET apparatus;
Fig. 14 is a front view showing a construction of a
gamma-ray detector of a conventional PET appara-
tus; and
Fig. 15 is an elevational view showing a situation for
acquiring patient’s breast area with a conventional
mammographic apparatus of the X-ray photograph-
ing type.

[DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCES]

[0050]

1, 17, 31 examining table
2 seating unit (seating device)
3 sternal plate contact box (upper body sup-

port device, sternal plate contact device)
4 gamma-ray detector (image pickup device)
5 equipment holding arm (equipment holding

device)
6, 19 raising and lowering mechanism (raising

and lowering device)
7 armrest boards (armrest device)
9 lower leg contact part (lower leg contactde-

vice)
12 emission data collecting unit (emission data

collecting device)
13 RI distribution image acquiring unit (RI dis-

tribution image acquiring device)
18 board tilt avoiding mechanism (tilt avoiding

device)
32, 33 height adjusting mechanism (height adjust-

ing device)
41 light source
42 light detector (image pickup device)
43 light distribution image acquiring unit (light

distribution image acquiring device)
M patient
Ma breast area

[Embodiment 1]

[0051] Embodiment 1 of a mammographic apparatus
of this invention will be described with reference to the
drawings. Fig. 1 is an elevational view showing an ex-
amining table of a mammographic apparatus of the PET
(positron emission tomography) type in Embodiment 1.
Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing a principal portion of
the mammographic apparatus in Embodiment 1.
[0052] As shown in Fig. 1, the mammographic appa-
ratus in Embodiment 1 includes a seating unit 2 for seat-
ing a patient M who is the subject of examination at an
examining table 1. The seating unit 2 includes a seat 2A
on which the patient M puts her buttocks, and a height
adjusting mechanism 2B for adjusting height of the seat
2A. The seating unit 2 corresponds to the seating device
in this invention.
[0053] The height adjusting mechanism 2B has a seat
support rod 2B1 with the seat 2A attached to the upper
end thereof, and a pipe 2B2 erected on an examining
table base 1A. The seat support rod 2B1 has a lower
portion thereof inserted into the pipe 2B2. In addition, a
fixing screw 2B3 is provided having a forward end thereof
extending through the pip 2B2 to fix the seat support rod
2B1 to the pipe 2B2, and a control lever 2B4 provided
for turning this fixing screw 2B3.
[0054] When adjusting the height of the seat 2A, the
control lever 2B4 is first operated to turn the fixing screw
2B3 in a loosening direction. Then, the forward end of
the fixing screw 2B3 will separate from the seat support
rod 2B1 to cancel a fixed state of the seat support rod
2B1. The seat support rod 2B1 is slid upward or down-
ward together with the seat 2A. After appropriately sliding
the seat support rod 2B1 to set the seat 2A to a desired
height, the control lever 2B4 is operated to turn the fixing
screw 2B3 in a tightening direction. Then, the forward
end of the fixing screw 2B3 will be pressed on the seat
support rod 2B1 to combine the seat support rod 2B1
with the pipe 2B2, placing the seat support rod 2B1 in
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the fixed state again. This results in the seat 2A having
been changed to the desired height.
[0055] The examining table 1 of the apparatus in Em-
bodiment 1 includes a sternal plate contact box 3 for con-
tact with peripheral portions of a breast area Ma of the
patient M seated on the seating unit 2, and a gamma-ray
detector 4 for picking up gamma-ray images of the breast
area Ma of the patient M seated on the seating unit 2 with
the sternal plate contacting the sternal plate contact box
3. The sternal plate contact box 3 is open at the side
facing the patient M, and the peripheral portions of the
breast area Ma of the patient M contact edges of the
opening of the sternal plate contact box 3. The sternal
plate contact box 3 corresponds to the upper body sup-
port device and the sternal plate contact device in this
invention. The gamma-ray detector 4 corresponds to the
image pickup device in this invention.
[0056] As shown in Fig. 2, the square frame-like gam-
ma-ray detector 4 is housed in an inner space of the
sternal plate contact box 3. When the patient M seated
on the seating unit 2 places the peripheral portions of the
breast area Ma of the sternal plate in contact with the
sternal plate contact box 3, the breast area Ma of the
patient M is received by the gamma-ray detector 4. Usu-
ally, a size is set for the gamma-ray detector 4 to receive
a range including the shoulder joints at the lateral ends
of the breast area Ma.
[0057] The gamma-ray detector 4 includes a scintilla-
tor unit 4A for converting gamma rays into light, and a
photoelectric conversion device 4B for detecting light re-
leased from the scintillator unit 4A and outputting electric
signals as gamma-ray detection signals according to in-
cident position and intensity of the light on an optical in-
cidence plane. This gamma-ray detector 4 carries out
gamma-ray image pickup by detecting gamma rays gen-
erating from a radioisotope (RI) introduced into the pa-
tient M reaching the breast area Ma, and outputting the
gamma-ray detection signals.
[0058] The examining table 1 of the apparatus in Em-
bodiment 1 further includes a substantially arcuate equip-
ment holding arm 5 holding the sternal plate contact box
3 and gamma-ray detector 4, a raising and lowering
mechanism 6 for raising and lowering this equipment
holding arm 5 together with the sternal plate contact box
3 and gamma-ray detector 4, and back and forth relative
to the patient M, as indicated by arrow RA in Fig. 1. The
equipment holding arm 5 has an upper end portion bent
to extend straight inward to define a linear region. The
sternal plate contact box 3 and gamma-ray detector 4
are mounted on and held by this linear region. The equip-
ment holding arm 5 corresponds to the equipment hold-
ing device in this invention. The raising and lowering
mechanism 6 corresponds to the raising and lowering
device in this invention.
[0059] Specifically, the raising and lowering mecha-
nism 6 has an arcuate long tube 6A fixed to the examining
table base 1A. The equipment holding arm 5 has a lower
end portion inserted in the long cylinder 6A to be movable

in and out. In addition, a fixing screw 6B is provided hav-
ing a forward end thereof extending through the long tube
6A to fix the equipment holding arm 5 to the long tube
6A, and a control lever 6C provided for turning this fixing
screw 6B.
[0060] When raising and lowering the equipment hold-
ing arm 5 with the raising and lowering mechanism 6, the
control lever 6C is first operated to turn the fixing screw
6B in a loosening direction. Then, the forward end of the
fixing screw 6B will separate from the equipment holding
arm 5 to cancel a fixed state of the equipment holding
arm 5. The equipment holding arm 5 is slid longitudinally
of the arm together with the sternal plate contact box 3
and gamma-ray detector 4. After appropriately sliding the
equipment holding arm 5 to set it to a desired raise/lower
state, the control lever 6C is operated to turn the fixing
screw 6B in a tightening direction. Then, the forward end
of the fixing screw 6B will be pressed on the equipment
holding arm 5 to combine the equipment holding arm 5
with the long tube 6A, placing the equipment holding arm
5 in the fixed state again. This results in the equipment
holding arm 5 having been changed to the desired raise/
lower state.
[0061] When the equipment holding arm 5 is tilted deep
by the raising and lowering mechanism 6, as shown in
Fig. 3, the patient M seated on the seating unit 2 will be
in a deep forward-leaning state. When the patient M is
in the deep forward-leaning state, the peripheral portions
of the breast area Ma of the sternal plate are in contact
with the sternal plate contact box 3 almost over the entire
circumference, to be firmly supported.
[0062] The examining table 1 of the apparatus in Em-
bodiment 1 includes armrest boards 7 arranged at sides
of the sternal plate contact box 3 for the patient M to put
the right and left arms. Although Fig. 1 shows only the
armrest board 7 for receiving the right arm, the armrest
board 7 for receiving the left arm also is provided at the
opposite side. The patient M places the right and left arms
on the armrest boards 7, whereby the patient M can com-
fortably continue the position for keeping the sternal plate
in contact with the sternal plate contact box 3. The arm-
rest boards 7 correspond to the armrest device in this
invention.
[0063] Further, a board inclination adjusting mecha-
nism 8 is provided for adjusting inclination of the armrest
boards 7. The board inclination adjusting mechanism 8
includes a fixing screw 8A extending horizontally through
a proximal end of the armrest board 7 for tightening and
fixing the armrest board 7 to the equipment holding arm
5, and a control lever 8B for turning this fixing screw 8A.
[0064] When adjusting the inclination of the armrest
board 7, the control lever 8B is first operated to turn the
fixing screw 8A in a loosening direction. Then, a fixed
state of the armrest board 7 is canceled. The armrest
board 7 is now rotatable about the central axis of the
fixing screw 8A, as indicated by arrow RB in Fig. 1, to
change its inclination. Then, the armrest board 7 is turned
to a desired inclination, and the control lever 8B is oper-
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ated to turn the fixing screw 8A in a tightening direction.
Then, the armrest board 7 will return to the fixed state
again. This results in the armrest board 7 having been
changed to the desired inclination.
[0065] In addition, the examining table 1 of the appa-
ratus in Embodiment 1 includes a lower leg contact part
9 held by the equipment holding arm 5 for contacting the
lower legs of patient M seated on the seating unit 2. A
part inclination adjusting mechanism 10 is provided for
adjusting the inclination of the lower leg contact part 9.
[0066] The part inclination adjusting mechanism 10 in-
cludes a slot 9A extending along a lower side adjacent
the lower end of the lower leg contact part 9, a fixing
screw 10A inserted in the slot 9A for tightening and fixing
the lower leg contact part 9 to the equipment holding arm
5, and a control lever 10B for turning the fixing screw 10A.
[0067] When adjusting the inclination of the lower leg
contact part 9, the control lever 10B is first operated to
turn the fixing screw 10A in a loosening direction. Then,
a fixed state of the lower leg contact part 9 is canceled.
The lower leg contact part 9 is now rockable about the
fixing screw 6B, as indicated by arrow RC in Fig. 1, to
change its inclination. Then, the lower leg contact part 9
is moved to a desired inclination, and the control lever
10B is operated to turn the fixing screw 10A in a tightening
direction. Then, the lower leg contact part 9 will return to
the fixed state again, This results in the lower leg contact
part 9 having been changed to the inclination.
[0068] Further, as shown in an alternate long and short
dash line in Fig. 1, the examining table 1 of the apparatus
in Embodiment 1 may have a shock relaxing mechanism
11 of the air damper attached thereto. The shock relaxing
mechanism 11 may absorb a shock produced when the
sternal plate of the patient M contacts the sternal plate
contact box 3 or when the equipment holding arm 5 is
raised or lowered, to protect the patient M from damage
by the shock.
[0069] On the other hand, as shown in Fig. 2, the mam-
mographic apparatus in Embodiment 1 includes, ar-
ranged downstream of the gamma-ray detector 4, an
emission data collecting unit 12 for collecting emission
data for RI distribution image acquisition according to the
gamma ray detection signals outputted from the gamma-
ray detector 4, an RI distribution image acquiring unit 13
for acquiring RI distribution images of the breast area Ma
of patient M based on the emission data collected by the
emission data collection unit 12. In addition, a display
monitor 14 is provided for displaying the RI distribution
images, operating menus of the apparatus and so on,
and an operating unit 15 is provided for inputting data,
commands and the like required for operation of the ap-
paratus. The emission data collecting unit 12 corre-
sponds to the emission data collecting device in this in-
vention. The RI distribution image acquiring unit 13 cor-
responds to the RI distribution image acquiring device in
this invention.
[0070] The emission data collecting unit 12 collects
emission data for RI distribution image acquisition ac-

cording to the gamma ray detection signals outputted
from gamma-ray detector 4. In addition, the emission da-
ta collecting unit 12 collects emission data only according
to gamma ray detection signals generated when the gam-
ma-ray detector 4 simultaneously detects annihilation
gamma-rays generated and traveling in opposite direc-
tions in response to annihilation of positrons released
from the radioisotope. That is, the apparatus in Embod-
iment 1 is a mammographic apparatus of the PET type.
The positron type RI introduced into the patient M may
be 11C, 13N, 150 or 18F.
[0071] The RI distribution image acquiring unit 13 car-
ries out reconstruction processing based on the emission
data collected by the emission data collecting unit 12, to
acquire tomogram type or planar image type RI distribu-
tion images of the breast area Ma of patient M. The dis-
play monitor 14 displays on the screen the RI distribution
images acquired by the RI distribution image acquiring
unit 13.
[0072] A main controller 16 is constructed of a compu-
ter and its operating program as central components
thereof, and plays a role of operating the apparatus nor-
mally by outputting commands and data to each part in
response to instructions inputted from operating unit 15
and progress of radiography.
[0073] When RI distribution images of the breast area
Ma of patient M are photographed with the mammo-
graphic apparatus in Embodiment 1, the examining table
1 usually is adjusted, before the patient M sits on the
seating unit 2, to set the sternal plate contact box 3 and
gamma-ray detector 4 to a position suited to the physique
and photographing posture of the patient M by operating
the raising and lowering mechanism 6 to raise or lower,
and forward or backward relative to the patient M, the
equipment holding arm 5 holding the sternal plate contact
box 3 and gamma-ray detector 4, together with the sternal
plate contact box 3 and gamma-ray detector 4. The arm-
rest boards 7 and lower leg contact part 9 are also ad-
justed, as necessary, according to the physique and pho-
tographing posture of the patient M.
[0074] The photographing posture may be such that,
as shown in Figs. 1 and 4 (a), the patient M sits straight
up to be photographed or, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4 (b),
the patient M sits leaning forward to be photographed.
Therefore, the position, etc. of the sternal plate contact
box 3 and gamma-ray detector 4 is adjusted beforehand.
The inclination of the armrest boards 7 is usually adjusted
to be horizontal for any photographing posture.
[0075] Subsequently, the patient M is asked to sit on
the seating unit 2 and place the peripheral portions of the
breast area Ma of the sternal plate in contact with the
sternal plate contact box 3.
[0076] Alternatively, in the case of the apparatus in
Embodiment 1, it is also possible to adjust the position
of the sternal plate contact box 3 and gamma-ray detector
4 after the patient M sits on the seating unit 2 with the
peripheral portions of the breast area Ma of the sternal
plate placed in contact with the sternal plate contact box
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3.
[0077] Then, RI distribution images of the breast area
Ma of the patient M are acquired as the gamma-ray de-
tector 4 carries out gamma-ray image pickup of the breast
area Ma of the patient M seated on the seating unit 2 with
the peripheral portions of the breast area Ma of the sternal
plate placed in contact with the sternal plate contact box
3.
[0078] In the case of the apparatus in Embodiment 1
having the construction described above, the peripheral
portions of the breast area Ma of the sternal plate of pa-
tient M is in contact with the sternal plate contact box 3
during radiography for RI distribution images. Since the
body motion accompanying respiration of the patient M
shifts from the breast side to the back side, the motion
of the breast area Ma of the patient M accompanying
respiration of the patient M is suppressed easily. When
the patient M is in a deep forward-leaning state, as shown
in Figs. 3 and 4 (b), the peripheral portions of the breast
area Ma of the sternal plate of patient M is in contact with
the sternal plate contact box 3 almost over the entire
circumference. Therefore, the motion of the breast area
Ma of the patient M accompanying respiration of the pa-
tient M is suppressed reliably.
[0079] In addition, in the case of the apparatus in Em-
bodiment 1, since radiography for RI distribution images
is carried out with the patient M in a seated position seat-
ed on the seating unit 2, the apparatus is compact and
therefore may be installed in a limited area, compared
with an apparatus which carries out radiography for RI
distribution images with a patient in a sleeping position
lying on the back or on a side on the top board.
[0080] Therefore, according to the mammographic ap-
paratus in Embodiment 1, a large installation space is
unnecessary in addition to being capable of easily sup-
pressing the motion of the breast area Ma accompanying
respiration of the patient M.
[0081] In the case of the apparatus in Embodiment 1,
in addition to the patient M seated on the seating unit 2
having the lower legs contacted by the lower leg contact
part 9, the lower leg contact part 9 is held by the equip-
ment holding arm 5, and the lower leg contact part 9
moves with raising and lowering of the equipment holding
arm 5. Even if the equipment holding arm 5 is raised or
lowered, the state of the lower legs of the patient M being
contacted by the lower leg contact part 9 is maintained
constantly. As a result, the patient M can remain seated
in a stable position on the seating unit 2.

[Embodiment 2]

[0082] Embodiment 2 of a mammographic apparatus
of this invention will be described with reference to the
drawings. Fig. 5 is a block diagram showing an overall
construction of a mammographic apparatus of the PET
type in Embodiment 2.
[0083] In the mammographic apparatus in Embodi-
ment 2, as shown in Fig. 5, an examining table 17 has

also a seating unit 2 held by an equipment holding arm
5, and a board tilt avoiding mechanism 18 for avoiding
tilting of armrest boards 7 by raising or lowering the arm-
rest boards in an opposite direction to raising or lowering
of the equipment holding arm 5, thereby to maintain the
armrest boards 7 in a horizontal state at all times. Be-
sides, the raising and lowering of the equipment holding
arm 5 are carried out by power drive such as by electric
power. The other aspects are substantially the same as
in Embodiment 1. Only different points will be described,
and description of the common points will be omitted.
The board tilt avoiding mechanism 18 corresponds to the
board tilt avoiding device in this invention.
[0084] In the mammographic apparatus in Embodi-
ment 2, a raising and lowering mechanism 19 for raising
and lowering the equipment holding arm 5 together with
the sternal plate contact box 3 and gamma-ray detector
4, and back and forth relative to the patient M, as indicated
by arrow Ra in Fig. 5, has an engaging groove 19A formed
in an examining table base 17A, the equipment holding
arm 5 being engaged with the engaging groove 19A to
be longitudinally slidable, and in addition has an arm slide
mechanism 19B for sliding the equipment holding arm 5
longitudinally of the engaging groove 19A. The raising
and lowering mechanism 19 corresponds to the raising
and lowering device in this invention.
[0085] The arm slide mechanism 19B includes a belt
19a having opposite ends thereof fixed to one end and
the other end of the equipment holding arm 5, and in
addition guide pulleys 19b, 19c and a drive pulley 19d
installed on the examining table base 17A, and an elec-
tromotive or hydraulic power motor 19e for rotating the
drive pulley 19d, the belt 19a being wound around and
extending between the guide pulleys 19b, 19c and drive
pulley 19d. Therefore, as the belt 19a is transported with
rotation of the power motor 19e, the equipment holding
arm 5 is pulled by the belt 19a to slide longitudinally of
the engaging groove 19A as indicated by arrow Ra, there-
by raising or lowering the equipment holding arm 5. The
sliding direction of the equipment holding arm 5 is re-
versed when the direction of rotation of power motor 19e
changes. The arm slide mechanism 19B, while receiving
slide control data according to operation of the operator
from an arm slide controller 20, raises or lowers the equip-
ment holding arm 5 to follow the operation of the operator.
[0086] With the apparatus in Embodiment 2, since the
seating unit 2 is also held by the equipment holding arm
5, the seating unit 2 is also raised and lowered with the
raising and lowering of the equipment holding arm 5. For
example, when the equipment holding arm 5 tilts as
shown in Fig. 6, the seating unit 2 will also tilt together
with the sternal plate contact box 3, gamma-ray detector
4 and lower leg contact part 9.
[0087] The board tilt avoiding mechanism 18 includes
a support shaft 18A for rotatably supporting the armrest
boards 7, an electric motor 18B for rotating the support
shaft 18A about the central axis of the support shaft 18A,
and a horizon sensor 18C for detecting tilt angles from
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the horizontal occurring with tilting of the equipment hold-
ing arm 5, and outputting angle detection signals. The
board tilt avoiding mechanism 18 constantly maintains
the armrest boards 7 in a horizontal state, with the electric
motor 18B rotating the support shaft 18A in a reverse
direction by an angle detected by the horizon sensor 18C.
The board tilt avoiding mechanism 18 maintains the arm-
rest boards 7 in a horizontal state while receiving rotation
control data from a board rotation controller 21 according
to an angle detecting signal outputted from the horizon
sensor 18C.
[0088] When RI distribution images of the breast area
Ma of patient M are photographed with the mammo-
graphic apparatus in Embodiment 2, as shown in Fig. 5,
the patient M first sits on the seating unit 2, and next the
raising and lowering mechanism 19 is operated to tilt the
equipment holding arm 5 together with the sternal plate
contact box 3 and gamma-ray detector 4 forward or back-
ward relative to the patient M. Thus, as shown in Fig. 6,
the sternal plate contact box 3, gamma-ray detector 4
and patient M are set all together to a position suited to
the physique and photographing posture of the patient M.
[0089] In the case of the apparatus in Embodiment 2,
since the seating unit 2 is also held by the equipment
holding arm 5, the seating unit 2 is also tilted according
to the physique and photographing posture of the patient
M, with the raising and lowering of the equipment holding
arm 5 caused by the raising and lowering mechanism
19. In addition, tilting of the armrest boards 7 is avoided
by the board tilt avoiding mechanism 18 causing a re-
versed raising or lowering, following a raising or lowering
of the equipment holding arm 5, thereby continuously
maintaining the armrest boards 7 in a horizontal state.
As a result, there is no fear of the right and left arms of
the patient M slipping off the armrest boards 7.

[Embodiment 3]

[0090] Embodiment 3 of a mammographic apparatus
of this invention will be described with reference to the
drawings.
[0091] In the mammographic apparatus in Embodi-
ment 3, as shown in Fig. 7, an examining table 31 does
not include a seating unit 2, but include a height adjusting
mechanism 32 for holding the sternal plate contact box
3 and gamma-ray detector 4 and adjusting their height,
and a height adjusting mechanism 33 of the platform type
for moving the patient M up and down to adjust a relative
height between the sternal plate contact box 3 and gam-
ma-ray detector 4, and the patient M. The other aspects
are substantially the same as in Embodiments 1 and 2.
Only different points will be described, and description
of the common points will be omitted. The height adjust-
ing mechanisms 32, 33 correspond to the height adjust-
ing device in this invention.
[0092] In the apparatus in Embodiment 3, the sternal
plate contact box 3 supports the upper body of the patient
M in a standing position or a seated position seated on

a wheelchair, and the gamma-ray detector 4 picks up
images of the breast area Ma of the patient M supported
in the standing or seated position by the sternal plate
contact box 3.
[0093] The height adjusting mechanism 32 includes a
fixed base 32A, a movable base 32B vertically movable
relative to the fixed base 32A, a gas spring 32C and a
ball screw 32D arranged on the fixed base 32A, and a
locking lever 32E. One end of the gas spring 32C is con-
nected to the movable base 32B. When the gas spring
32C causes the movable base 32B to move up and down
vertically along the ball screw 32D, the movable base
32B can be moved freely and manually without a burden.
By tightening the locking lever 32D in a predetermined
position to stop rotation of the ball screw 32D, thereby
fixing the movable base 32B. The movable base 32B is
coupled to the sternal plate contact box 3 and gamma-
ray detector 4, and coupled also to the armrest boards
7. Thus, the sternal plate contact box 3, gamma-ray de-
tector 4 and armrest boards 7 are held by the movable
base 32B.
[0094] The height adjusting mechanism 33 of the plat-
form type includes a fixed base 33A installed under the
floor, a movable base 33B vertically movable relative to
the fixed base 33A, a motor 33C, a motor cylinder 33D
and a guide rail 33E arranged on the fixed base 33A, and
a block 33F arranged on the movable base 33B. One
end of the motor cylinder 33D is connected to the motor
33C, and the other end remote from the connection to
the motor 33C is connected to the movable base 33B.
The guide rail 33E is fitted in the block 33F.
[0095] When the motor 33C is operated, the drive of
the motor 33C expands and contracts the motor cylinder
33D vertically. With the expansion and contraction of the
motor cylinder 33D, the block 33F moves up and down
vertically along the guide rail 33E, and the movable base
33B having the block 33F and connected to the motor
cylinder 33D moves up and down vertically relative to the
fixed base 33A. The motor 33C, while receiving height
control data according to operation by the operator from
a motor cylinder controller 34, vertically moves the mov-
able base 33B to a predetermined height.
[0096] When RI distribution images of the breast area
Ma of the patient M are photographed with the mammo-
graphic apparatus in Embodiment 3, as shown in Fig. 7,
the patient M is first set to a standing position or a seated
position seated on a wheelchair, next the movable base
32B is moved vertically by the height adjusting mecha-
nism 32, and the sternal plate contact box 3, gamma-ray
detector 4 and armrest boards 7 held by the movable
base 32B are moved vertically. As shown in Fig. 8, the
sternal plate contact box 3, gamma-ray detector 4 and
armrest boards 7 are set to a height suited for the phy-
sique and photographing posture of the patient M. Alter-
natively, with the patient M placed on the movable base
33B, the height adjusting mechanism 33 of the platform
type vertically moves the movable base 33B, thereby
moving the patient M vertically. As shown in Fig. 9, the
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right and left arms of the patient M are set to the height
of the armrest boards 7, and the peripheral portions of
the breast area Ma of the sternal plate of the patient M
are set in contact with the sternal plate contact box 3.
[0097] In the case of the apparatus in Embodiment 3
having the construction described above, as in the ap-
paratus in Embodiments 1 and 2 having the seating unit
2, since the peripheral portions of the breast area Ma of
the sternal plate of the patient M are in contact with the
sternal plate contact box 3 during radiography for RI dis-
tribution images, the motion of the breast area Ma of the
patient M accompanying respiration of the patient M is
suppressed with ease.
[0098] Further, since radiography for RI distribution im-
ages is carried out with the patient M in a standing position
or a seated position, the apparatus is compact and can
be installed in a limited area, compared with an apparatus
that carries out radiography for RI distribution images
with the patient in a sleeping position lying on the back
or on a side on the top board.
[0099] Therefore, according to the mammographic ap-
paratus in Embodiment 3, the motion of the breast area
Ma accompanying respiration of the patient M can be
suppressed easily. In addition, a large installation space
is unnecessary.
[0100] In the case of the apparatus in Embodiment 3,
the height adjusting mechanism 32 holding the sternal
plate contact box 3 and gamma-ray detector 4, adjusts
their height to the patient’s height and photographing
posture, with the sternal plate contact box 3 supporting
the upper body of the patient M and the gamma-ray de-
tector 4 picking up images of the breast area Ma. The
height adjusting mechanism 33 of the platform type
moves the patient vertically to adjust the relative height
between the sternal plate contact box 3 and gamma-ray
detector 4, and the patient M. The sternal plate contact
box 3 supports the upper body of the patient M, and the
gamma-ray detector 4 picks up images of the breast area
Ma. As a result, height adjustment can be carried out
according to height differences and photographing pos-
tures, to enable an image pick-up suited to the height
and photographing posture of each patient M.

[Embodiment 4]

[0101] Embodiment 4 of a mammographic apparatus
of this invention will be described with reference to the
drawings.
[0102] In the mammographic apparatus in Embodi-
ment 4, instead of detecting gamma rays, collecting emis-
sion data and acquiring RI distribution images, as shown
in Fig. 10, light is emitted from a light source 41, a light
detector 42 detects the light, and a light distribution image
acquiring unit 43 acquires light distribution images. The
other aspects are substantially the same as in the appa-
ratus in Embodiments 1-3. Only different points will be
described, and description of common points will be omit-
ted. The light source 41 corresponds to the light source

in this invention. The light detector 42 corresponds to the
image pickup device in this invention. The light distribu-
tion image acquiring unit 43 corresponds to the light dis-
tribution image acquiring device in this invention.
[0103] As shown in Fig. 10, the mammographic appa-
ratus in Embodiment 4 includes a same display monitor
14, operating unit 15 and main controller 16 similar to
Embodiments 1-3, and in addition, the light source 41 for
emitting light to the breast area Ma of the patient M, the
light detector 42 for detecting the light emitted from the
light source 41, and the light distribution image acquiring
unit 43 for obtaining optical images of the breast area Ma
of the patient M.
[0104] The light source 41 is constructed movable to
describe a circumferential track. The light detector 42
carries out optical image pickup by detecting absorption
light or fluorescence from the breast area Ma of the pa-
tient M irradiated by the light source 41, and outputting
photodetection signals. The light detector 42 has a plu-
rality of detecting elements arranged in a concentric circle
with the moving track of the light source 41.
[0105] According to the photodetection signals output-
ted from the light detector 42, the light distribution image
acquiring unit 43 acquires light distribution images of the
breast area Ma of the patient M. Specifically, in optical
absorption CT or fluorescence CT, information on light
propagation inside the living body is presumed in order
to carry out imaging of the density of an internal light-
absorbing substance or fluorescent substance based on
light information given by detected photodetection sig-
nals. The interior of a sample of the living body is divided
into minute areas (pixel or voxel), and a sensitivity distri-
bution of each area is determined for a combination of a
certain point of emission from the light source 41 and a
certain detecting point of the light detector 42. Then, the
density of the light-absorbing substance or fluorescent
substance in each area is imaged by back projection of
detected light information. This imaged data is a light
distribution image.
[0106] The light source 41 may be a laser or an LED
(Light-Emitting Diode) halogen lamp, for example. The
light detector 42 may have a function of photoelectric
conversion, such as a solid-state image pickup device
(CCD), an avalanche photodiode or a photo-multiplier,
for example.
[0107] In the case of the apparatus in Embodiment 4,
the light detector 42 carries out optical image pickup to
detect absorption light or fluorescence from the breast
area Ma of the patient M irradiated by the light source
41, and output photodetection signals. The light distribu-
tion image acquiring unit 43 acquires light distribution
images which are optical images of the breast area Ma
of the patient M from the photodetection signals outputted
from the light detector 42.
[0108] The apparatus in Embodiment 4 may be com-
bined with the apparatus in Embodiments 1 and 2, or
may be combined with the apparatus in Embodiment 3.
[0109] This invention is not limited to the foregoing em-
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bodiments, but may be modified as follows:

(1) Although the apparatus in Embodiments 1-4 are
mammographic apparatus of the PET type, this in-
vention is applicable also to the types other than
PET, such as the SPECT type.
(2) As a modification of the apparatus in Embodi-
ments 1-4, a mammographic apparatus of the X-ray
radiographic type may include, instead of the gam-
ma-ray detector, an X-ray image pickup mechanism
consisting of an X-ray tube for emitting X rays and a
two-dimensional X-ray detector for detecting trans-
mitted X-ray images, with the other components be-
ing the same as in the embodiments. The two-di-
mensional X-ray detector for transmitted X-ray im-
ages used in the modified apparatus may be a flat
panel X-ray detector or X-ray photo film, for example.
(3) In the apparatus in the embodiments, the sternal
plate contact box 3 contacts and supports the pe-
ripheral portions of the breast area of the patient’s
sternal plate. The sternal plate contact device in this
invention need not necessarily be box-like, but may
be a ring-like member for contacting and supporting
the peripheral portions of the breast area. The upper
body support device in this invention is not limited to
the one that supports the patient’s sternal plate, but
may be one that contacts and supports the patient’s
shoulders, for example.
(4) The apparatus in the embodiments have the rais-
ing and lowering mechanism for raising and lowering
forward and backward relative to the patient. This
invention is not limited to this, but the equipment
holding arm may be fixedly installed at a predeter-
mined angle of forward inclination.
(5) The apparatus in Embodiment 3 has both the
height adjusting mechanisms 32 and 33. There is no
need to provide both the height adjusting mecha-
nisms 32 and 33, but may provide only one. If height
is not taken into consideration, the height adjusting
device in this invention is not absolutely necessary.
When imaging the breast area Ma of the patient M
in the seating position seated on a wheelchair, as
shown in Fig. 11, a movable base 32B open in a
direction of movement of the wheelchair, with the
movable base 32B vertically movable by the height
adjusting mechanism 32.
(6) In the apparatus in Embodiments 1-3, as shown
in Fig. 2, for example, both breasts are received for
simultaneous imaging. In the apparatus in Embodi-
ment 4, as shown also in Fig. 10, one of the breasts
is received separately to image the right and left
breasts individually. In the apparatus in Embodi-
ments 1-3, as shown in Fig. 11, the image pickup
device in this invention (gamma-ray detector 4 in Fig.
11) is applicable to the type that receives one of the
breasts separately to image the right and left breasts
individually. In the apparatus in Embodiment 4, the
image pickup device in this invention is applicable

to the type that receives both breasts for simultane-
ous imaging. Thus, the image pickup device is ap-
plicable to both of the type that receives both breasts
for simultaneous imaging and the type that receives
one of the breasts separately to image the right and
left breasts individually.

Claims

1. A mammographic apparatus for photographing im-
ages of a patient’s breast area, comprising (A) a seat-
ing device for seating the patient; (B) an upper body
support device for supporting an upper body of the
patient seated on the seating device; and (C) an im-
age pickup device for picking up images of the breast
area of the patient seated on the seating device and
having the upper body supported by the upper body
support device.

2. The mammographic apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising (D) an equipment holding device
for holding the upper body support device and the
image pickup device; and (E) a raising and lowering
device for raising and lowering the equipment hold-
ing device together with the upper body support de-
vice and the image pickup device, forward and back-
ward relative to the patient.

3. The mammographic apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the upper body support device is a sternal
plate contact device contactable by peripheral por-
tions of the breast area of the patient’s sternal plate.

4. The mammographic apparatus according to claim 3,
further comprising (F) an armrest device arranged
laterally of the sternal plate contact device for receiv-
ing right and left arms of the patient.

5. The mammographic apparatus according to claim 2,
further comprising (G) a lower leg contact device
held by the equipment holding device to be contacta-
ble by lower legs of the patient seated on the seating
device.

6. The mammographic apparatus according to claim 4,
further comprising (D) an equipment holding device
for holding the upper body support device and the
image pickup device; and (E) a raising and lowering
device for raising and lowering the equipment hold-
ing device together with the upper body support de-
vice and the image pickup device, forward and back-
ward relative to the patient, the seating device also
being held by the equipment holding device, said
apparatus further comprising (H) a tilt avoiding de-
vice for avoiding tilting of the armrest device by rais-
ing and lowering the armrest device in an opposite
direction in response to raising and lowering of the
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equipment holding device.

7. The mammographic apparatus according to any one
of claims 1 to 6, wherein the image pickup device is
a gamma-ray detector for receiving the patient’s
breast area and carrying out radiation image pickup
by detecting gamma rays produced by a radioisotope
introduced into the patient and having reached the
breast area, and outputting gamma ray detection sig-
nals, said apparatus further comprising (I) an emis-
sion data collecting device for collecting emission
data for RI distribution image acquisition according
to the gamma ray detection signals outputted from
the gamma-ray detector, and (J) an RI distribution
image acquiring device for acquiring RI distribution
images which are radiographic images of the pa-
tient’s breast area based on the emission data col-
lected by the emission data collecting device.

8. The mammographic apparatus according to claim 7,
wherein the radioisotope is a positron type radioiso-
tope, the emission data collecting device collecting
the emission data according to the gamma ray de-
tection signals when annihilation gamma rays mov-
ing in opposite directions are simultaneously detect-
ed by the gamma-ray detector.

9. The mammographic apparatus according to any one
of claims 1 to 6, further comprising (K) a light source
for emitting light to the patient’s breast area, wherein
the image pickup device is a light detector for carry-
ing out optical image pickup by detecting absorption
light or fluorescence from the patient’s breast area
irradiated by the light source, and outputting photo-
detection signals, said apparatus further comprising
(L) a light distribution image acquiring device for ac-
quiring light distribution images which are optical im-
ages of the patient’s breast area according to the
photodetection signals outputted from the light de-
tector.

10. The mammographic apparatus according to any one
of claims 1 to 9, wherein the image pickup device
receives both of breasts, and picks up images there-
of simultaneously.

11. The mammographic apparatus according to any one
of claims 1 to 9, wherein the image pickup device
receives one breast separately, and picks up images
right and left breasts individually.

12. A mammographic apparatus for photographing im-
ages of a patient’s breast area, comprising (b) an
upper body support device for supporting an upper
body of a patient in a standing or seated position;
and (c) an image pickup device for picking up images
of the breast area of the patient in the standing or
seated position and having the upper body support-

ed by the upper body support device.

13. The mammographic apparatus according to claim
12, further comprising (d) a height adjusting device
for holding the upper body support device and the
image pickup device and adjusting a height thereof,
or for vertically moving the patient to adjust a relative
height between the upper body support device and
the image pickup device, and the patient.

14. The mammographic apparatus according to claim
12, wherein the upper body support device is a ster-
nal plate contact device contactable by peripheral
portions of the breast area of the patient’s sternal
plate.

15.  The mammographic apparatus according to claim
14, further comprising (f) an armrest device arranged
laterally of the sternal plate contact device for receiv-
ing right and left arms of the patient.

16. The mammographic apparatus according to any one
of claims 12 to 15, wherein the image pickup device
is a gamma-ray detector for receiving the patient’s
breast area and carrying out radiation image pickup
by detecting gamma rays produced by a radioisotope
introduced into the patient and having reached the
breast area, and outputting gamma ray detection sig-
nals, said apparatus further comprising (i) an emis-
sion data collecting device for collecting emission
data for RI distribution image acquisition according
to the gamma ray detection signals outputted from
the gamma-ray detector, and (j) an RI distribution
image acquiring device for acquiring RI distribution
images which are radiographic images of the pa-
tient’s breast area based on the emission data col-
lected by the emission data collecting device.

17. The mammographic apparatus according to claim
16, wherein the radioisotope is a positron type radi-
oisotope, the emission data collecting device collect-
ing the emission data according to the gamma ray
detection signals when annihilation gamma rays
moving in opposite directions are simultaneously de-
tected by the gamma-ray detector.

18. The mammographic apparatus according to any one
of claims 12 to 15, further comprising (k) a light
source for emitting light to the patient’s breast area,
wherein the image pickup device is a light detector
for carrying out optical image pickup by detecting
absorption light or fluorescence from the patient’s
breast area irradiated by the light source, and out-
putting photodetection signals, said apparatus fur-
ther comprising (l) a light distribution image acquiring
device for acquiring light distribution images which
are optical images of the patient’s breast area ac-
cording to the photodetection signals outputted from
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the light detector.

19. The mammographic apparatus according to any one
of claims 12 to 18, wherein the image pickup device
receives both of breasts, and picks up images there-
of simultaneously.

20. The mammographic apparatus according to any one
of claims 12 to 18, wherein receives one breast sep-
arately, and picks up images right and left breasts
individually.
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