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Description

{Technical Field}

[0001] The present invention relates to a biological information reading device for reading a pulse wave as a biological
signal by a pressure sensor. In particular, the present invention relates to a biological information reading device for
measuring a blood pressure on the basis of a pulse waveform.

{Background Art}

[0002] An oscillometric method and a tonometry method have been conventionally known as a blood pressure meas-
urement method. The oscillometric method is to measure blood pressure by, in a process of putting a cuff on an upper
arm or wrist to compress a blood vessel and to make a blood flow therein once stop and then loosing the cuff to gradually
reduce the pressure, and checking a cuff pressure which reflects pulsation of a blood vessel wall synchronizing with
cardiac pulsation. Blood pressure measurement by the oscillometric method using a cuff is non-invasive, and has been
automatically performed in a mechanical manner, for easy blood pressure measurement. However, the blood pressure
measurement device is too large to carry around, takes several ten seconds to one minute to perform measurement,
and requires resting during blood pressure measurement, and thus, the frequency of blood pressure measurement
disadvantageously interferes with daily life.
[0003] The tonometry method is a method for obtaining a blood pressure value while pressing a sensor having a flat
contact pressure against an artery, and measuring variation in inner pressure in the artery pulsating against the sensor.
A conceptual diagram of blood pressure measurement by the tonometry method is illustrated in Fig. 11. Fig. 11 is a
schematic cross-sectional view of a portion of and around a human hand, where a radial artery is positioned on a radius
bone, and a sensor array is put on a skin immediately above the radial artery. The sensor array generally has a flat
shape, so that upon pressing the sensor array against the skin, the skin facing a sensor contact surface is also expanded
flat.
[0004] In the sensor array, a plurality of sensors are arranged in an array as the name suggests, and a sensor positioned
around a portion immediately above the radial artery can capture an arterial pulse wave in the largest dynamic range.
Therefore, if a sensor array has a size not less than a certain size, it may be put on a roughly estimated position of a
blood vessel to adopt a signal of the largest dynamic range among signals obtained from respective sensors.

{Citation List}

{Patent Literature}

[0005]

{PTL1}: JP 2011-239840 A
{PTL2}: JP 2005-253865 A
{PTL3}: JP 2007-007075 A
{PTL4}: US 2005/03847 A1

{Summary of Invention}

{Technical Problem}

[0006] PTL 1 (JP 2011-239840 A) discloses a technique for correcting a pressing direction of a sensor in an existing
tonometry method, using a triaxial pressure sensor. However, improvement of degree of freedom in applying a meas-
urement device or degree of stability in measurement is not suggested, and continuously stable environment of blood
pressure measurement is not provided.
[0007] Furthermore, PTL 2 (JP 2005-253865 A) discloses a technique for detecting body movement, by providing an
acceleration sensor different from a biological information acquisition sensor. However, even when body movement can
be detected, if a pulse waveform during body movement is treated only as invalid, it cannot be used in a condition of
continuous body movement (such as sports), and cannot satisfy a requirement for continuous blood pressure measure-
ment.
[0008] Furthermore, as a different example, PTL 3 (JP 2007-007075 A) discloses a technique for calculating a blood
pressure value on the basis of a pulse wave. However, calculation is performed on condition that a pulse wave is stably
acquired without consideration that a person has difficulty in acquiring pulse waves in daily life, and this technique also
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does not satisfy the requirement for continuous blood pressure measurement. PTL 4 (US 2005/038347 A1) discloses
a pressure pulse wave measuring system comprising a pressure pulse wave sensor 40 having an array of piezoelectric
sheets 16 and a pressure pulse wave analyzing apparatus for removing noise from a measured pulse wave.
[0009] As described above, in the related art, it cannot accurately find variation in blood pressure which is an important
prediction factor for disease, and occurs for a short time or suddenly owing to an ambient environment or physical or
psychological condition. Therefore, it is required a highly accurate measurement method from which the above described
disturbances can be removed regardless of body movement.
[0010] An object of the present invention is to provide a biological information reading device put on a human body to
always continuously acquire pulse wave signals as biological information, and enabling highly accurate measurement
by removing influence of disturbances caused by body movement or the like as much as possible.

{Solution to Problem}

[0011] According to a first aspect, a biological information reading device for reading biological information comprises
a biological signal acquisition unit for acquiring a biological signal from a living body as an electric signal; a disturbance
removal unit for removing a disturbance component in the electric signal acquired by the biological signal acquisition
unit; and a biological information calculation unit for calculating biological information on the basis of the electric signal
from which disturbance is removed by the disturbance removal unit, the biological signal acquisition unit including a
multiaxial pressure sensor, pressure detection axes thereof having different directional components respectively.
[0012] According to another aspect, a biological information reading device for reading biological information comprises
a biological signal acquisition unit for acquiring a biological signal from a living body as an electric signal; a disturbance
removal unit for removing a disturbance component in an electric signal acquired by the biological signal acquisition
unit; and a biological information calculation unit for calculating biological information on the basis of the electric signal
from which disturbance is removed by the disturbance removal unit, the biological signal acquisition unit including a
plurality of uniaxial pressure sensors.
[0013] Furthermore, according to another aspect, a biological information reading device for reading biological infor-
mation comprises a biological signal acquisition unit for acquiring a biological signal from a living body as an electric
signal; a disturbance removal unit for removing a disturbance component in an electric signal acquired by the biological
signal acquisition unit; and a biological information calculation unit for calculating biological information on the basis of
the electric signal from which disturbance is removed by the disturbance removal unit, the biological signal acquisition
unit including a multiaxial pressure sensor and an uniaxial pressure sensor pressure, detection axes of the multiaxial
pressure sensor having different directional components respectively.
[0014] The disturbance removal unit can remove one or both of an influence caused by displacement of the multiaxial
pressure sensor or the uniaxial pressure sensor from a position immediately above a blood vessel, and an influence
caused by body movement being movement of a living body.
[0015] The biological information calculation unit may include a pulse wave circulatory dynamics calculation unit for
calculating biological information by adopting at least one of mutual time intervals starting from one of characteristic
points including a starting point, a percussion wave, a tidal wave and a dicrotic wave to another, and time intervals of
the characteristic points in adjacent pulse wave signals as a circulatory dynamics value of a pulse wave,
[0016] The pulse wave circulatory dynamics calculation unit may include a velocity pulse wave calculation unit for
deriving a first differentiation of a stable pulse wave signal to acquire starting point, percussion wave, tidal wave, and
dicrotic wave information from zero crossing points in the velocity pulse wave.
[0017] The multiaxial pressure sensor or the uniaxial pressure sensor may be a MEMS sensor, or a capacitive sensor.

{Advantageous Effects of Invention}

[0018] According to the present invention, continuous highly accurate measurement of pulse wave signals can be
achieved, and thus, biological information can be always continuously acquired.

{Brief Description of Drawings}

[0019]

{Fig. 1} Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a pulse waveform acquisition device according to an
embodiment not covered by the invention.
{Fig. 2} Fig. 2 is a conceptual diagram showing a first embodiment not covered by the invention.
{Fig. 3} Fig. 3 shows an arrangement of a sensor according to the first embodiment not covered by the invention.
{Fig. 4} Fig. 4 shows a concept of signal processing according to the first embodiment not covered by the invention.
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{Fig. 5} Fig. 5 shows an arrangement of sensors according to an embodiment of the present invention.
{Fig. 6} Fig. 6 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a pulse waveform acquisition device according to an
embodiment of the present invention.
{Fig. 7} Fig. 7 shows forces influenced by body movement and detected by a sensor, according to an embodiment
of the present invention.
{Fig. 8} Fig. 8 shows signal processing according to an embodiment of the present invention. A waveform (a)
represents an output waveform from a pulse wave detection sensor, a waveform (b) represents an output waveform
from an inertia detection sensor, and a waveform (c) represents an output waveform after calibration.
{Fig. 9} Fig. 9 shows change in blood pressure depending on the posture.
{Fig. 10} Fig. 10 shows correlation between pulse wave rising time and blood pressure value.
{Fig. 11} Fig. 11 shows a related art using a sensor array.

{Description of Embodiments}

[0020] Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be described with reference to the drawings.
[0021] Before detailed description, common matters in the present description will be described.
[0022] In the present invention, "pulse wave" represents a wave of pulsation detected on the basis of the pressure of
a blood vessel, and "stable pulse wave" represents a pulse wave from which influences of displacement of a sensor and
body movement are removed.
[0023] Fig. 1 shows a configuration of a pulse wave acquisition device for reading a pulse wave as biological information
according to a first embodiment not covered by the present invention. As shown in Fig. 1, the pulse wave acquisition
device includes, as a sensor of a detection unit for acquiring a pulse wave of a human body, an orthogonal triaxial
pressure sensor 11 for detecting a pressure in three orthogonal X, Y, and Z axes. The orthogonal triaxial pressure sensor
(hereinafter, referred to as triaxial pressure sensor) is attached to an affixing unit 13 through an elastic member 12. The
affixing unit 13 is used to closely press the triaxial pressure sensor 11 against the skin of a wrist of a human body to be
measured in the vicinity of a radial artery. Fig. 2 shows the triaxial pressure sensor 11 attached to the affixing unit 13.
The affixing unit 13 has a curved resin structure to bring the triaxial pressure sensor 11 into contact with the skin of the
wrist of the human body, and has a flat inner surface portion to which the triaxial pressure sensor 11 is attached, and
the triaxial pressure sensor can be fixed to the wrist. The triaxial pressure sensor 11 is attached to the affixing unit 13
through the elastic member 12 so that the triaxial pressure sensor 11 is pressed against the skin with a moderate pressure.
[0024] The affixing unit 13 has a band, as a conventional one, which opens at one side to be put on the wrist for fixing
the affixing unit 13 put on the wrist to fixedly press the triaxial pressure sensor 11 to the skin of the wrist. This structure
for fixing to the wrist is the same in function as that of a conventional cuff which is put on a wrist to acquire a pulse wave.
Furthermore, the affixing unit 13 may be made of a soft material, such as a cloth, similar to that of the cuff, as long as
the affixing unit 13 has a structure bringing the triaxial pressure sensor 11 into contact with the skin with a moderate
pressure.
[0025] Fig. 1 shows a block diagram illustrating the pulse wave acquisition device according to the present embodiment.
The pulse wave acquisition device according to the present embodiment includes a signal processor 21 receiving input
of detection output from the triaxial pressure sensor 11 attached to the affixing unit 13, and removing disturbance from
a detected triaxial pressure information to calculate a pulse waveform or a blood pressure, a memory 22 storing information
such as a parameter or calculation formula used for calculation of a blood pressure in the signal processor 21, waveform
data as a result of calculation, data from the triaxial pressure sensor 11, and the like, a display 23 displaying an acquired
pulse waveform or blood pressure information estimated and calculated on the basis of a pulse wave, or operation
information such as operation instruction, and an operation unit 24 receiving input of operation information such as start
or end of detection.
[0026] The triaxial pressure sensor corresponds to a biological signal acquisition unit defined in the claims, the signal
processor 21 and the memory 22 respectively correspond to a disturbance removal unit and a biological information
calculation unit calculating biological information, defined in the claims, and the pulse wave reading device correspond
to a biological information reading device.
[0027] Here, the display 23 and the operation unit 24 may be integrally formed. For example, operation input employs
touch panel input method, display and operation input may be integrated.
[0028] The signal processor 21, the memory 22, the display 23, and the operation unit 24 may be accommodated in
a chassis separated from the affixing unit 13, but may be provided in the affixing unit 13 if they are reduced in size.
Furthermore, a power supply is provided, but not illustrated in the drawings, in the chassis for energizing the pulse wave
acquisition device. The power supply may be a battery or one using commercial power.
[0029] This pulse wave acquisition device comprises an unillustrated external interface through which output of the
signal processor 21 can be supplied to an external device. The external interface may be used for taking the pulse wave
acquisition device as a monitor for a patient, or for collecting pulse waveforms, such as acquiring pulse waveforms during
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exercise, by an external device.
[0030] Fig. 2 is an explanatory diagram illustrating the principle of measurement of a pulse wave acquired by the pulse
wave acquisition device according to the present embodiment. The triaxial pressure sensor 11 is put on a skin surface
in the vicinity of a radial artery of a wrist to detect a pressure in three X, Y, and Z axes. A Z axis direction indicates an
upward direction from the skin surface of the wrist, that is, a direction in which an arterial blood pressure is applied
toward the skin, an X axis direction indicates a transverse direction of the wrist, and a Y axis direction indicates a
longitudinal direction of the wrist.
[0031] Removal of disturbance will be described with reference to Figs. 3 and 4.
[0032] As described above, one triaxial pressure sensor is used as the sensor, and body movement disturbing an
acquired pulse waveform is assumed as the disturbance.
[0033] As shown in Fig. 3, the triaxial pressure sensor 11 is arranged immediately above the radial artery. In this
condition, it is assumed that body movement occurs in the X axis direction. As pulse waveform signals from the triaxial
pressure sensor 11, attention is focused on a Z-axis sensor signal and an X-axis sensor signal. The Z-axis sensor signal
is suitable for acquisition of a pulse waveform, and the X-axis sensor signal is suitable for acquisition of a body movement
component in the X direction.
[0034] Therefore, as shown in Fig. 4, output from a Z-axis sensor and output from an X-axis sensor, of output signals
from the triaxial pressure sensor, is input to an operational amplifier 211 to remove a body movement component
generated in the X axis direction. Thus, as shown in Fig. 4, the body movement component may be removed from an
output signal from the operational amplifier 211.
[0035] A pulse wave is to be generated by the increase or decrease in blood flow, so that, when viewed in cross-
section of a blood vessel, the blood vessel becomes an extending and contracting manner in a radial direction, and a
substantially isotropic pressure wave is generated outward from the center of the blood vessel. Therefore, on a skin
nearest to a blood vessel, a pulse wave is strongly captured as the pressure wave in a Z-axis component of the triaxial
pressure sensor, but the X-axis sensor and the Y-axis sensor also include pulse wave components, although the absolute
values thereof are relatively small.
[0036] Note that in the above description, description of the Y-axis is omitted for simple description, but consideration
of a signal from the Y-axis sensor will provide further better removal of the disturbance.
[0037] Furthermore, in the description with reference to Fig. 4, removal of the component of the X-axis sensor signal
from the Z-axis sensor signal, which is achieved by the operational amplifier of an analog circuit, has been described
as an example, but signal processing, such as removal of disturbance in the signal processor 21, or calculation of a
blood pressure value on the basis of a pulse waveform, may be achieved as a matter of course by a digital calculation
circuit.
[0038] Note that, as described above, since the pulse wave components are also superimposed on the X-axis and Y-
axis sensors other than the Z-axis sensor, these sensor signals of the axes may be combined or may be subjected to
hardware/software calculation to obtain the stable pulse wave, even when the triaxial pressure sensor is not positioned
immediately above the blood vessel, and the degree of freedom in arrangement which is similar to that in a sensor array
method can be provided. Furthermore, an appropriate arrangement position of the triaxial pressure sensor is understood
on the basis of the waveforms of the X-axis and Y-axis sensors, so that an appropriate position can be searched while
viewing the waveforms of the X-axis and Y-axis sensors.
[0039] For searching the appropriate position of the sensor, a guiding method using the change in sound volume or
sound wave length, or light intensity or light wave length is preferably employed.
[0040] Specifically, a sensor using a micro electro-mechanical systems (MEMS) called as micromachine, a capacitive
sensor, or the like can be applied as the triaxial pressure sensor.
[0041] In the present embodiment, the circuit using the operational amplifier having excellent performance in amplifi-
cation of a weak output signal, such as sensor output, and removal of common mode noise has been described as an
example, but an amplifier circuit using an inverting or non-inverting amplifier circuit or a transistor, or further having a
filter circuit may be employed.
[0042] In the first embodiment not covered by the invention, use of a single triaxial pressure sensor has been described,
but another method will be described with reference to Figs. 5 to 8.
[0043] The configuration shown in Fig. 5 as an embodiment of the invention is substantially same with that shown in
Fig. 3, but, in this embodiment, two triaxial pressure sensors are used as sensors. One of the two triaxial pressure
sensors is arranged immediately above a radial artery, as a pulse wave detection sensor, and the other is arranged in
the vicinity of the blood vessel, as an inertia detection sensor for body movement.
[0044] Fig. 6 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a pulse waveform reading device according to the embod-
iment of the invention, where two sensors are used. As the sensors, the pulse wave detection sensor 112 and the inertia
detection sensor 113 for body movement detection which detects body movement are used. The other configuration is
the same as that in the first embodiment, and description thereof will be omitted.
[0045] Fig. 7 shows vector expression of forces acting on the pulse wave detection sensor 112 and the inertia detection
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sensor 113. The pulse wave detection sensor 112 detects a force obtained by combining a blood pressure in the radial
artery and an inertial force acting on the pulse wave detection sensor 112 by body movement. The inertia detection
sensor 113 is not affected by the blood pressure in the radial artery, and detects only the inertial force. Therefore, as
expressed by the following formula, when an output detected by the inertia detection sensor 113 is subtracted from an
output from the pulse wave detection sensor 112, a disturbance (noise) caused by an inertial force generated by a body
movement added to a pulse waveform output from the pulse wave detection sensor 112 can be removed. 

[0046] Fig. 8 shows a Z-axis component waveform of the pulse wave detection sensor 112, a Z-axis component
waveform of the inertia detection sensor 113, and a waveform having a calibrated inertial force, where a wrist is moved
in the X axis direction (horizontally right and left) as the body movement. A waveform (a) shown in Fig. 8 represents an
output waveform from the pulse wave detection sensor 112, a waveform (b) shown in Fig. 8 represents an output
waveform from the inertia detection sensor 113, and a waveform (c) shown in Fig. 8 represents a waveform after
calibration.
[0047] As described above, the inertia detection sensor is arranged in the vicinity of the pulse wave detection sensor
to perform subtraction of an output from the inertia detection sensor, from an output from the pulse wave detection
sensor, and variation in pulse waveform can be reduced, which is caused by an inertial force generated by body movement
and acting on the sensor.
[0048] In the embodiment of the invention described above, a pressure is applied on the Z axis direction as in the
example of the first embodiment.
[0049] The pulse wave detection sensor 112 is arranged immediately above the blood vessel, and the inertia detection
sensor 113 is arranged at a position different from that of the pulse wave detection sensor 112, but a relative positional
relationship between the inertia detection sensor 113 and the pulse wave detection sensor 112 is not directly defined.
Specifically, the two sensors are not fixed in their mutual positions by means of a fixing device or the like, but, for example,
attached by means of adhesive tapes or the likes individually. That is to say, the sensors are handled such that elasticity
of the skin is maintained.
[0050] Furthermore, a triaxial pressure sensor may be used as the above pulse wave detection sensor 112 and inertia
detection sensor 113 such that only a pressure in the Z axis direction is used to acquire a pulse waveform and remove
body movement. Furthermore, two triaxial pressure sensor are used such that axis components of the sensors are used
to remove body movements for each axis.
[0051] Furthermore, in a configuration not covered by the invention, an uniaxial pressure sensor can be used as the
inertia detection sensor 113 such that three axis components of the pulse wave detection sensor 112, and a single axis
component of the inertia detection sensor 113 are used to acquire a pulse waveform and remove a body movement
component.
[0052] In this configuration, the inertia detection sensor 113 may be designed to have a detection direction for a specific
use condition such that the body movement component is preferably removed. For example, in hitting a ball with a tennis
racket, since body movement of an arm is in the Z axis direction, the detection direction of the uniaxial pressure sensor
is preferably positioned parallel to the Z-axis. In running, since body movement of an arm is in the X axis direction, the
detection direction of the uniaxial pressure sensor is preferably positioned parallel to the X-axis. In jabbing in boxing,
since the body movement of an arm is in the Y-axis direction, the detection direction of the uniaxial pressure sensor is
preferably positioned parallel to the Y-axis.
[0053] Furthermore, the detection direction of the uniaxial pressure sensor does not need to be parallel to any of the
X, Y, and Z-axes, and may be configured to be appropriately set according to a use condition.
[0054] Furthermore, as in the first embodiment, an operational amplifier of an analog circuit may be used for waveform
processing to take in outputs from the pulse wave detection sensor 112 and the inertia detection sensor 113 to this
operational amplifier, and subtract a detected waveform from the inertia detection sensor, from a detected waveform
from the pulse wave detection sensor, so that influence of disturbance caused by body movement can be reduced.
[0055] Note that a relative positional relationship between the pulse wave detection sensor 112 and the inertia detection
sensor 113 is mainly defined by a skin condition. In the sensor array method, a portion where sensors are positioned is
pressed against a skin surface with a constant pressure, so that elasticity of the skin is lost, and a pressure wave
immediately above the blood vessel, which is derived from a pulse wave, is also damped. Therefore, in the sensor array



EP 3 287 069 B1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

method, the pressing force needs to be strictly managed so as to be maintained constant, but when body movement is
in the Z axis direction, the sensor cannot be pressed with a constant pressure, and a pulse waveform cannot be obtained
during that time. In particular, in the sensor array method, the sensors have a larger mass than that of a normal pressure
sensor, vibration is excessively increased with body movement, and thus, stable acquisition of a pulse wave is made
difficult.
[0056] In contrast, according to the present invention, a plurality of (two or more) pressure sensors of light and small
can be used to effectively remove a body movement signal.
[0057] Although removal of body movement as the disturbance has been described, significant influence of the body
movement will be described again.
[0058] Fig. 9 shows results of measurement of change in blood pressure of a wrist depending on the posture. Even
the same wrist had a difference of 131 mmHg to 96 mmHg depending on the posture. This means that the blood pressure
changes largely depending on the posture, and blood pressure measurement performed at rest without body movement
cannot reflect variation in actual blood pressure.
[0059] Thus, it is found that exactly measuring blood pressure in any posture is important.
[0060] Furthermore, a relationship between pulse waveforms and blood pressures will be described.
[0061] Although a correlation between the features of pulse waveforms and blood pressures is not described in detail
in the present description, it has been found that there is a correlation as shown in Fig. 10 with certain accuracy in an
experiment of the inventor, and it is a fact that there is generally the correlation therebetween.
[0062] The biological information calculation unit defined in the claims calculates a blood pressure value on the basis
of such a pulse waveform.
[0063] Here, a shape of a pulse waveform and wave analysis thereof will be described.
[0064] In a pulse wave signal of one beat detected by the pressure sensor, a waveform rising position is referred to
as "starting point", a first peak "percussion wave", a second peak "tidal wave" and a third peak "dicrotic wave". In the
pulse waveform analysis, time intervals between these feature points and time intervals between feature points in
adjacent pulse wave signals are each adopted as a circulatory dynamics value of a pulse wave, a parameter is extracted
from the pulse waveform, and the pulse waveform analysis is performed.
[0065] Furthermore, in this pulse waveform analysis, an obtained stable pulse wave signal is differentiated first to
derive a velocity pulse wave, and "starting point", "percussion wave", "tidal wave" and "dicrotic wave" information can
be acquired from zero crossing points in the velocity pulse wave.
[0066] Furthermore, the velocity pulse wave is differentiated to obtain an acceleration of pulse wave, and the pulse
waveform analysis can be also performed.
[0067] These obtained pulse wave signals enable blood pressure measurement, and the pulse waveform analysis
contributes to determination of a human health condition, such as diagnosis of a hardness degree of a blood vessel, a
cardiac disease, or the like, in addition to a blood pressure value.
[0068] The preferred exemplary embodiments of the present invention have been described above, but the present
invention is not limited to these exemplary embodiments. The invention is defined by appended claim 1.

{Industrial Applicability}

[0069] According to the present invention, blood pressure measurement can be performed by using an analog circuit
or a digital circuit comprising a mass-producible pressure sensor and general-purpose components to effectively improve
operation efficiency of, such as prediction of an unusual physical condition.

{Reference Signs List}

[0070]

11 triaxial pressure sensor
112 pulse wave detection sensor
113 inertia detection sensor
12 elastic member
13 affixing unit
21 signal processor
211 operational amplifier
22 memory
23 display
24 operation unit
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Claims

1. A pulse wave reading device for reading a pulse wave and determining blood pressure information in a living body
comprising: a signal acquisition unit for acquiring a signal from a living body as an electric signal, the signal acquisition
unit comprising a pulse wave detection sensor (112) to be arranged immediately above a radial artery for detecting
a pulse wave signal, and an inertia detection sensor (113) to be arranged in the vicinity of the blood vessel, at a
position different from that of the pulse wave detection sensor (112), for detecting an inertial force due to body
movement, wherein both the pulse wave detection sensor (112) and the inertia detection sensor (113) are triaxial
pressure sensors having different directional components respectively; a disturbance removal unit comprising a
signal processor (21) for removing a disturbance component caused by the inertial force generated by body move-
ment in the electric signal acquired by the signal acquisition unit, the signal processor (21) being configured for
subtracting axial components of the inertial force detected by the inertia detection sensor (113) from respective axial
components of the pulse wave signal detected by the pulse wave detection sensor (112); and a biological information
calculation unit comprising the processor (21) for calculating blood pressure information on the basis of the electric
signal from which disturbance is removed by the disturbance removal unit.

Patentansprüche

1. Pulswellenlesevorrichtung zum Lesen einer Pulswelle und Bestimmen von Blutdruckinformation in einem lebenden
Körper, aufweisend: eine Signalerfassungseinheit zum Erfassen eines Signals von einem lebenden Körper als ein
elektrisches Signal, wobei die Signalerfassungseinheit einen Pulswellenerfassungssensor (112), welcher unmittel-
bar oberhalb einer radialen Arterie anzuordnen ist, zum Erfassen eines Pulswellensignals und einen Trägheitser-
fassungssensor (113), welcher in der Nähe des Blutgefäßes an einer von der Position des Pulswellenerfassungs-
sensors (112) verschiedenen Position anzuordnen ist, zum Erfassen einer Trägheitskraft auf Grund von Körperbe-
wegung aufweist, wobei sowohl der Pulswellenerfassungssensor (112) als auch der Trägheitserfassungssensor
(113) triaxiale Drucksensoren sind, welche jeweils unterschiedliche, gerichtete Komponenten aufweisen; eine Stö-
rungsbehebungseinheit, welche einen Signalprozessor (21) zum Entfernen einer Störkomponente in dem von der
Signalerfassungseinheit erfassten elektrischen Signal, welche durch die von der Körperbewegung erzeugten Träg-
heitskraft verursacht wird, wobei der Signalprozessor (21) dafür ausgelegt ist, um axiale Komponenten der von dem
Trägheitserfassungssensor (113) erfassten Trägheitskraft von jeweiligen axialen Komponenten des von dem Puls-
wellenerfassungssensor (112) erfassten Pulswellensignals abzuziehen; und eine Berechnungseinheit biologischer
Information, welche den Prozessor (21) aufweist, zum Berechnen von Blutdruckinformation auf der Grundlage des
elektrischen Signals, von welchem durch die Störungsbehebungseinheit die Störung entfernt worden ist.

Revendications

1. Un dispositif de lecture d’onde de pouls permettant la lecture d’une onde de pouls et la détermination d’informations
relatives à la tension artérielle d’un corps vivant comprenant : une unité d’acquisition du signal permettant d’acquérir
un signal d’un corps vivant sous forme de signal électrique, l’unité d’acquisition du signal comprenant un capteur
de détection d’onde de pouls (112) prévu pour être disposé immédiatement au-dessus de l’artère radiale pour la
détection d’un signal d’onde de pouls, et un capteur de détection d’inertie (113) prévu pour être disposé à proximité
du vaisseau sanguin, à une position autre que celle du capteur de détection d’onde de pouls (112), pour la détection
d’une force d’inertie causée par le mouvement du corps, étant précisé que le capteur de détection d’onde de pouls
(112) et le capteur de détection d’inertie (113) sont des capteurs de pression triaxiaux présentant différents com-
posants directionnels, respectivement ; une unité d’élimination des perturbations comprenant un processeur de
signal (21) permettant d’éliminer un composant de perturbation causée par la force d’inertie générée par le mou-
vement du corps dans le signal électrique acquis par l’unité d’acquisition de signal, le processeur de signal (21)
étant configuré de sorte à soustraire des composants axiaux de la force d’inertie détectée par le capteur de détection
d’inertie (113) des composants axiaux respectifs du signal d’onde de pouls détecté par le capteur de détection
d’onde de pouls (112) ; et une unité de calcul d’information biologique comprenant le processeur (21) permettant
de calculer les informations relatives à la tension artérielle sur la base du signal électrique duquel les perturbations
sont éliminées par l’unité d’élimination des perturbations.
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