EP 2 495 005 A1

(19)

Europaisches
Patentamt

European

Patent Office

Office européen
des brevets

(12)

(11) EP 2 495 005 A1

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

published in accordance with Art. 153(4) EPC

(43) Date of publication:
05.09.2012 Bulletin 2012/36

(21) Application number: 10826380.7

(22) Date of filing: 11.03.2010

(51)

(86)

(87)

Int Cl.:
A61M 21/02 (2006.01)

International application number:
PCT/JP2010/054124

International publication number:
WO 2011/052245 (05.05.2011 Gazette 2011/18)

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR
HRHUIEISITLILT LULV MC MK MT NL NO PL
PT RO SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 30.10.2009 JP 2009250782

(71) Applicant: Toyota Jidosha Kabushiki Kaisha
Toyota-shi, Aichi 471-8571 (JP)

(72) Inventors:
* HAMAGUCHI Takeshi
Toyota-shi
Aichi 471-8571 (JP)

(74)

SHIGETO Kazuhide
Toyota-shi

Aichi 471-8571 (JP)
lIZUKA Hisashi
Toyota-shi

Aichi 471-8571 (JP)

Representative: Winter, Brandl, Fiirniss, Hiibner,
Ross, Kaiser, Polte - Partnerschaft

Bavariaring 10

80336 Miinchen (DE)

(54)

STIMULATORY EFFECT ESTIMATION DEVICE, SLEEP DEPTH ESTIMATION DEVICE,

STIMULUS EFFECT ESTIMATION METHOD, AND VEHICLE CONTROL UNIT

(57) A stimulatory effect estimation device includes
a stimulus generator 3 which applies a stimulus to a back
seat passenger, an electroencephalogram 2 which
measures the brain waves of the back seat passenger,
a memory 4, and an ECU 5 which specifies the brain
wave indexes of stimulatory effects which surface in re-
sponse to the stimuli both when the passenger is awake
and when the passenger is asleep from the brain waves
measured by the electroencephalogram 2 when a stim-
ulus is applied from the stimulus generator 3 while the
passenger is awake and the brain waves measured by
the electroencephalogram 2 when a stimulus is applied
from the stimulus generator 3 while the passenger is
asleep. The ECU 5 estimates stimulatory effects when
the passenger is asleep from stimulatory effects when
the passenger is awake using a conversion model for
converting the stimulatory effect when the passenger is
awake and the stimulatory effects when the passenger
is asleep on the basis of the brain wave indexes which
surface when the same stimulus is applied when the pas-
senger is awake and when the passenger is asleep, and
selects a stimulus which is applied to the back seat pas-
senger on the basis of the relationship between the stim-
ulatory effects and the changes in sleep depth.
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Description
Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a stimulatory
effect estimation device, a stimulatory effect estimation
method, and a vehicle control device which estimate the
effects of a stimulus when a back seat passenger is
asleep. The present invention also relates to a sleep
depth estimation device which estimates a sleep depth.

Background Art

[0002] A technique has hitherto been known in which,
in order to wake a subject from a short sleep completely,
a sleep rhythm is estimated from the amount of sweating
of the subject, and after the subject has once reached a
REM (Rapid Eye Movement) sleep, a stimulator is acti-
vated to wake the subject (for example, see Patent Lit-
erature 1).

Citation List
Patent Literature

[0003] [Patent Literature 1] Japanese Unexamined
Patent Application Publication No. 2002-028242

Summary of Invention
Technical Problem

[0004] On the other hand, when the subject is asleep,
the content of [J waves in the brain waves is checked,
thereby estimating the sleep depth of the subject. How-
ever, when the subject is asleep, it is difficult to evaluate
stimulatory effects for stimuli of different types or inten-
sities. For this reason, in the related art, in order to main-
tain the subject at a predetermined sleep depth, it may
be impossible to determine the type and intensity of a
stimulus to be applied. If the sleep depth is estimated on
the basis of the content of 6 waves, since the content of
4 waves changes depending on the determination inter-
val of the brain waves, there is a problem in that sufficient
estimation precision may not be secured.

[0005] According to the technique described in Patent
Literature 1, a stimulus is simply provided after the sub-
ject is asleep, and there is no description of a method of
setting or controlling a stimulus. There is no consideration
of the effects for the type or intensity of a stimulus when
the subject is asleep.

[0006] Accordingly, an object of the invention is to pro-
vide a stimulatory effect estimation device, a stimulatory
effect estimation method, and a vehicle control device
capable of predicting stimulatory effects when a subject
is asleep, and to provide a sleep depth estimation device
capable of estimating a sleep depth with high precision
without being affected by the estimation timing of the
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sleep depth.
Solution to Problem

[0007] The inventors have carefully studied and have
found that, since the access route of neural pulses from
the brain by a stimulatory response is the same between
when the subject is awake and when the subject is
asleep, the brain wave indexes which surface both when
the subjectis awake and when the subject is asleep while
a stimulus is applied are used to predict stimulatory ef-
fects when the subject is awake from stimulatory effect
when the subject is asleep.

[0008] Accordingly, a stimulatory effect estimation de-
vice according to the invention includes a stimulus gen-
eration unit which applies a stimulus to a subject, a brain
wave measurement unit which measures the brain waves
of the subject, and a stimulatory effect estimation unit
which specifies the brain wave indexes of stimulatory ef-
fects which surface in response to the stimuli both when
the subject is awake and when the subject is asleep from
the brain waves measured by the brain wave measure-
ment unit when a stimulus is applied from the stimulus
generation unit while the subject is awake and the brain
waves measured by the brain wave measurement unit
when a stimulus is applied from the stimulus generation
unit while the subject is asleep.

[0009] Withthe stimulatory effect estimation device ac-
cording to the invention, the brain wave indexes of the
stimulatory effects which surface in response to the stim-
uli both when the subject is awake and when the subject
is asleep, thereby associating the stimulatory effects
when the subject is awake with the stimulatory effects
when the subject is asleep. Therefore, since the stimu-
latory effects can be converted between when the subject
is awake and when the subject is asleep, it is possible to
convert the stimulatory effects when the subjectis asleep
from the stimulatory effects when the subject is awake.
[0010] The stimulatory effect estimation unit may esti-
mate stimulatory effects when the subject is asleep from
stimulatory effects when the subject is awake using a
conversion model for converting the stimulatory effect
when the subject is awake and the stimulatory effects
when the subject is asleep on the basis of the brain wave
indexes which surface when the same stimulus is applied
when the subject is awake and when the subject is
asleep, and may select a stimulus which is applied to the
subject on the basis of the relationship between the stim-
ulatory effects and the changes in sleep depth. With this
configuration, the brain wave indexes which surface both
when the subject is awake and when the subjectis asleep
while the same stimulus is applied, thereby creating the
conversion model for converting the stimulatory effects
when the subject is awake and the stimulatory effects
when the subject is asleep. With the use of the created
conversion model, it is possible to estimate the stimula-
tory effects when the subject is asleep from the stimula-
tory effects when the subject awake. Accordingly, a stim-
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ulus which is applied to the subject is obtained on the
basis of the relationship between the stimulatory effects
and the changes in sleep depth, thereby controlling the
sleep depth of the subject. Therefore, for example, it is
possible to maintain the sleep state of the subject in a
light sleep state.

[0011] The stimulatory effect estimation unit may cor-
rect the stimulatory effects on the basis of the amplitude
of a specific brain wave. Usually, a specific brain wave,
such as o wave generated in an eye closure state or the
like when the subject is awake, does not significantly
change in amplitude. Accordingly, for example, the stim-
ulatory effects are corrected on the basis of the amount
ofrelative change in the amplitude of the brain wave index
with respect to the amplitude of the specific brain wave,
thereby excluding the influence of a measurement error
of the brain wave measurement unit, the physical shape
of the subject, or the like and appropriately estimating
the stimulatory effects when the subject is asleep.
[0012] The stimulatory effect estimation unit may se-
lect the parameters of a stimulus which is applied when
the subject is asleep on the basis of the stimulatory ef-
fects when the subject is awake. When the subject is
asleep, since the state of the subject, such as the sleep
depth, frequently changes due to a stimulus, a time
elapse, or the like, it becomes difficult to evaluate stim-
ulatory effects for a stimulus when the subject is asleep.
Accordingly, the stimulatory effect when the subject is
asleep can be estimated from the stimulatory effects
when the subject is awake. Therefore, the parameters of
a stimulus which is applied when the subject is asleep
are selected on the basis of the stimulatory effects when
the subject is awake, thereby excluding the influence of
a change in the sleep state of the subject when selecting
a stimulus which is applied to the subject.

[0013] It is preferable that the stimulatory effect esti-
mation unit selects the parameters of a stimulus which
is applied when the subject is asleep on the basis of stim-
ulatory effects for a stimulus of different parameters. In
this way, the parameters of a stimulus to be applied are
selected on the basis of stimulatory effects for a stimulus
of different parameters. For this reason, for example,
when there are a plurality of stimuli of the same stimulus
intensity, the parameters of a stimulus for which the high-
est stimulatory effects surface from among the stimuli
are utilized, thereby efficiently generating a stimulus.
When there are a plurality of stimuli for which the same
stimulatory effects surface, a stimulus with the lowest
stimulus intensity from among the stimuli is selected,
thereby selecting a stimulus with a little sense of discom-
fort without degrading the stimulatory effects.

[0014] It is preferable that the stimulatory effect esti-
mation unit changes the parameters of a stimulus which
is applied when the subject is asleep on the basis of stim-
ulatory effects when a stimulus of a specific parameter
continues to be applied. Although if the same stimulus
continues to be applied, the stimulatory effects are de-
graded habitually, the parameters of a stimulus to be ap-
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plied changes on the basis of the stimulatory effects when
a stimulus of a specific parameter continues to be ap-
plied, thereby preventing the stimulatory effects from be-
ing degraded habitually.

[0015] It is preferable that the stimulatory effect esti-
mation unit estimates the sleep depth of the subject on
the basis of the measurement result of brain waves for
a stimulus applied to the subject. In this way, the sleep
depth is estimated on the basis of the response of the
brain waves for a stimulus applied to the subject, thereby
estimating the sleep depth with high precision without
being affected by the estimation timing of the sleep depth.
[0016] A sleep depth estimation device according to
the invention includes a stimulus generation unit which
applies a stimulus to a subject, a brain wave measure-
ment unit which measures the brain waves of the subject,
and a sleep depth estimation unit which estimates the
sleep depth of the subject on the basis of the response
of brain waves for a stimulus applied to the subject.
[0017] In the related art, the sleep depth is estimated
from the content of 8 waves which surface during a pre-
determined period. With regard to the estimation in the
related art, since the content of 6 waves changes de-
pending on the setting of the determination interval, ac-
curate estimation may not be performed. Accordingly,
the inventors have carefully studied on the improvement
in the estimation precision of the sleep depth and have
found that, if a stimulus is applied when the subject is
asleep, the stimulatory effects differ depending on the
sleep depth. That is, it has been found that, if a stimulus
is applied when the subj ect is asleep, there are brain
wave indexes which surface both when the subj ect takes
a light sleep and when the subj ect takes a deep sleep,
while there are brain wave indexes which do not surface
when the subject takes a light sleep but surface when
the subject takes a deep sleep. Accordingly, with the
sleep depth estimation device according to the invention,
the sleep depth is estimated on the basis of the response
of the brain waves for a subject applied to the subject,
thereby estimating the sleep depth with high precision
without being affected by the estimation timing of the
sleep depth.

[0018] A stimulatory effect estimation method accord-
ing to the invention includes the steps of generating a
stimulus when a subject is awake to acquire the brain
waves of the subject, generating a stimulus when the
subject is asleep to acquire the brain waves of the sub-
ject, and specifying the brain wave indexes of stimulatory
effects which surface in response to the stimuli both when
the subject is awake and when the subject is asleep.
[0019] With the stimulatory effect estimation method
according to the invention, the brain wave indexes of the
stimulatory effects which surface in response to the stim-
uli both when the subject is awake and when the subject
is asleep are specified, thereby associating the stimula-
tory effects when the subjectis awake with the stimulatory
effects when the subjectis asleep. Therefore, itit possible
to convert the stimulatory effects between when the sub-
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ject is awake and when the subject is asleep, thereby
converting the stimulatory effect when the subject is
asleep from the stimulatory effects when the subject is
awake.

[0020] Itis preferable that stimulatory effects when the
subject is asleep are estimated from stimulatory effects
when the subject is awake using a conversion model for
converting the stimulatory effect when the subject is
awake and the stimulatory effects when the subject is
asleep on the basis of the brain wave indexes which sur-
face when the same stimulus is applied when the subject
is awake and when the subject is asleep, and a stimulus
which is applied to the subject is selected on the basis
of the relationship between the stimulatory effects and
the changes in sleep depth. With this configuration, the
brain wave indexes which surface both when the subject
is awake and when the subject is asleep while the same
stimulus is applied are specified, thereby creating the
conversion model for converting the stimulatory effects
when the subject is awake and the stimulatory effects
when the subject is asleep. With the use of the created
conversion model, it is possible to estimate the stimula-
tory effects when the subject is asleep from the stimula-
tory effects when the subject is awake. Accordingly, a
stimulus which is applied to the subject is obtained on
the basis of the relationship between the stimulatory ef-
fects and the changes in sleep depth, thereby controlling
the sleep depth of the subject. Therefore, for example, it
is possible to maintain the sleep state of the subjectin a
light sleep state.

[0021] A vehicle control device according to the inven-
tion includes a stimulus generation unit which applies a
stimulus to a passenger, a brain wave measurement unit
which measures the brain waves of the passenger, and
a stimulatory effect estimation unit which specifies the
brain wave indexes of stimulatory effects which surface
in response to the stimuli both when the passenger is
awake and when the passenger is asleep from the brain
waves measured by the brain wave measurement unit
when a stimulus is applied from the stimulus generation
unit while the passenger is awake and the brain waves
measured by the brain wave measurement unit when a
stimulus is applied from the stimulus generation unit while
the passenger is asleep, estimates stimulatory effects
when the passenger is asleep from stimulatory effects
when the passenger is awake using a conversion model
for converting the stimulatory effect when the passenger
is awake and the stimulatory effects when the passenger
is asleep on the basis of the brain wave indexes which
surface when the same stimulus is applied when the pas-
senger is awake and when the passenger is asleep, and
selects a stimulus which is applied to the passenger on
the basis of the relationship between the stimulatory ef-
fects and the changes in sleep depth.

[0022] With the vehicle control device according to the
invention, the brain wave indexes of the stimulatory ef-
fects which surface in response to the stimuli both when
the passenger is awake and when the passenger is
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asleep are specified, thereby associating the stimulatory
effects when the passenger is awake with the stimulatory
effects when the passenger is asleep. Thus, it is possible
to convert the stimulatory effects between when the pas-
senger is awake and when the passenger is asleep,
thereby converting the stimulatory effects when the pas-
senger is asleep from the stimulatory effects from when
the passenger is awake. The brain wave indexes which
surface both when the passenger is awake and when the
passenger is asleep while the same stimulus is applied
are specified, thereby creating the conversion model for
converting the stimulatory effects when the passenger is
awake and the stimulatory effects when the passenger
is asleep. With the use of the created conversion model,
it is possible to estimate the stimulatory effects when the
passenger is asleep from the stimulatory effects when
the passenger is awake. Accordingly, a stimulus which
is applied to a passenger is obtained on the basis of the
relationship between the stimulatory effects and the
changes in sleep depth, thereby controlling the sleep
depth of the passenger. Therefore, for example, it is pos-
sible to maintain the sleep state of the passenger in a
light sleep state, thereby allowing an efficient short sleep
in a short period and suppressing response reduction
after the passenger is awake.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0023] According to the invention, it is possible to es-
timate the stimulatory effects when the subject is asleep.
According to the invention, it is possible to estimate the
sleep depth with high precision without being affected by
the estimation timing of the sleep depth.

Brief Description of Drawings
[0024]

Fig. 1 is a diagram showing the schematic configu-
ration of a vehicle control device according to this
embodiment.

Fig. 2 is a diagram showing the relationship between
a sleep depth and a change in a sleep state.

Fig. 3 is a diagram showing the relationship between
the type/intensity of a stimulus and stimulatory ef-
fects when a back seat passenger is awake.

Fig. 4 is a diagram showing the relationship between
the type/intensity of a stimulus and stimulatory effect
when a back seat passenger is asleep.

Fig. 5 is a diagram showing brain waves until a pre-
determined time elapses after a stimulus is applied.
Fig. 6 is a diagram showing brain wave indexes for
an acoustic stimulus, specifically, Fig. 6(a) shows
brain waves measured when a back seat passenger
is awake, and Fig. 6(b) shows brain waves measured
when a back seat passenger is asleep.

Fig. 7 is a diagram showing a method of selecting
parameters of a stimulus.
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Fig. 8 is a flowchart showing a conversion model
creation process.

Fig. 9is a flowchart showing a stimulatory parameter
selection process.

Fig. 10 is a diagram showing the relationship be-
tween a stimulus and a change in a sleep state.
Fig. 11 is a diagram illustrating correction of stimu-
latory effects.

Fig. 12 is a diagram showing the relationship be-
tween the amplitude of a brain wave index and the
amount of change in sleep depth.

Fig. 13 is a flowchart showing a stimulus generation
process.

Fig. 14 is a diagram showing a brain wave index for
a stimulus.

Fig. 15 is a diagram showing the relationship be-
tween stimulus generation timing and sleep depth.
Fig. 16 is a diagram showing the relationship be-
tween the presence/absence of appearance of a
brain wave index and sleep depth.

Fig. 17 is a diagram showing the state of adaptation
for the same stimulus.

Fig. 18 is a diagram showing different types of stimuli
with the same intensity.

Fig. 19 is a diagram showing a brain wave index for
an acoustic stimulus, specifically, Fig. 19(a) shows
a brain wave index for a stimulus of sound of 50 dB,
and Fig. 19(b) shows a brain wave index for a stim-
ulus of single sound of 50 dB.

Fig. 20 is a diagram showing stimuli of different in-
tensities with the same stimulatory effect.

Description of Embodiments

[0025] Hereinafter, a preferred embodiment of a stim-
ulatory effect estimation device, a stimulatory effect es-
timation method, and a vehicle control device according
to the invention will be described in detail with reference
to the drawings. This embodiment is a technique for con-
trolling a sleep depth during a non-REM sleep, and a
stimulatory effect estimation device, a sleep depth esti-
mation device, a stimulatory effect estimation method,
and a vehicle control device according to the invention
are applied to a vehicle control device which maintains
the sleep depth of a back seat passenger who takes a
short sleep in a light sleep state (sleep depth | and Il)
during the non-REM sleep. In the drawings, the same or
equivalent parts are represented by the same reference
numerals.

[First Embodiment]

[0026] Fig. 1is a diagram showing the schematic con-
figuration of a vehicle control device of this embodiment.
As shown in Fig. 1, a vehicle control device 1 of this em-
bodiment includes an electroencephalogram 2, a stimu-
lus generator 3, a memory 4, and an ECU 5.

[0027] The electroencephalogram 2 is a device which
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measures a slight potential difference (about several 10
V) which is generated in the head region of a back seat
passenger to measure the brain waves of the back seat
passenger. If the brain waves are measured, the elec-
troencephalogram 2 transmits the brain waves to the
ECU 5.

[0028] The stimulus generator 3 is a device which gen-
erates a stimulus under the control of the ECU 5. Al-
though in this embodiment, a case where the stimulus
generator 3 generates an acoustic stimulus will be de-
scribed, any stimulus, such as current, wind, smell, or
light, may be generated insofar as a stimulus can be ap-
plied to the back seat passenger.

[0029] The memory 4 is a storage device which accu-
mulates various kinds of information, and stores a con-
version model described below, a database, or the like
on the basis of an instruction of the ECU 5.

[0030] The ECU 5is electrically connected to the elec-
troencephalogram 2, the stimulus generator 3, and the
memory 4. The ECU 5 causes the stimulus generator 3
to generate a stimulus, acquire the brain waves of the
back seat passenger measured by the electroencepha-
logram 2 to select the parameters of a stimulus, estimates
stimulatory effects when the back seat passenger is
asleep, and maintains the sleep depth of the back seat
passenger who takes a short sleep in a light sleep state.
[0031] Fig. 2 is a diagram showing the relationship be-
tween sleep depth and a change in a sleep state. In Fig.
2, W, I, 11, 1ll, and IV represent sleep depth based on the
international standard. The sleep depth W represents a
wake state (awake), the sleep depth | and |l represent a
light sleep, and the sleep depth Ill and IV represent a
deepsleep. AsshowninFig. 2, ifthe back seat passenger
gets to sleep, the sleep depth (sleep state) changes in-
constantly. At this time, in the case of a sleep in a short
time, such as a short sleep, if the passenger falls into a
deep sleep, it may be impossible to wake the passenger
from the deep sleep completely. Accordingly, if the sleep
state of the back seat passenger who takes a short sleep
reaches a deep sleep, the ECU 5 causes the stimulus
generator 3 to generate a stimulus, such that the back
seat passenger does not fall into a deep sleep.

[0032] Fig. 3 is a diagram showing the relationship be-
tween the type/intensity of a stimulus and stimulatory ef-
fect when a back seat passenger is awake. Fig. 4 is a
diagram showing the relationship between the type/in-
tensity of a stimulus and stimulatory effects when a back
seat passenger is asleep. In Figs. 3 and 4, A, B, C, and
D represent stimuli of different types or intensities. As
shown in Figs. 3 and 4, stimulatory effects change de-
pending on the type of a stimulus or the intensity of a
stimulus, and when the back seat passenger is asleep,
the sleep state changes depending on the type of a stim-
ulus or the intensity of a stimulus.

[0033] Asshownin Fig. 2, if a stimulus is applied when
the sleep depth reaches lll, the sleep depth returns to Il
or the passenger is awake depending on the type or in-
tensity of the stimulus. For this reason, in order to main-
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tain the sleep state in a light sleep state, it is necessary
to estimate stimulatory effects when the back seat pas-
senger is asleep based on the type or intensity of the
stimulus, and there is demand for estimating stimulatory
effects when the back seat passenger is asleep from the
stimulatory effects when the back seat passenger is
awake.

[0034] Accordingly, the ECU 5 specifies the brain wave
indexes of stimulatory effects which surface in the brain
waves both when the back seat passenger is awake and
when the back seat passenger is asleep while the same
stimulus is applied, and creates a conversion model for
converting the stimulatory effects when the back seat
passenger is awake and the stimulatory effects when the
back seat passenger is asleep on the basis of the spec-
ified brain wave indexes.

[0035] Here, the creation of the conversion model will
be described in detail.

[0036] First, stimulatory effects which surface in the
brain waves will be described with reference to Fig. 5.
Fig. 5 is a diagram showing brain waves until a prede-
termined time elapses after a stimulus is applied. In Fig.
5, the horizontal axis represents time (sec) after a stim-
ulus is generated (provided), and the vertical axis repre-
sents the output of brain waves (uV) measured by the
electroencephalogram 2. The time after a stimulusis gen-
erated on the horizontal axis is usually called latent time.
As shown in Fig. 5, with regard to the brain waves, a
slight potential difference which is generated in the head
region of a person is measured by the electroencepha-
logram 2. The brain waves include brain waves which
are generated spontaneously and brain waves which are
induced by a stimulus. The latter brain waves which are
induced by a stimulus become brain wave indexes rep-
resenting stimulatory effects. For this reason, the latent
time or amplitude of the brain wave indexes is measured,
thereby evaluating stimulatory effects.

[0037] The brain wave indexes are expressed by a
combination of the polarity of the peak (apex) and the
latent time until a peak appears after a stimulus is applied.
For example, N100 represents the brain wave indexes
in a negative direction which are observed around the
latent time of 100 msec, and P200 represents the brain
wave indexes in a positive direction which are observed
around the latent time of 200 msec. When the brain
waves are expressed by a graph, in general, the negative
direction is upward, and the positive direction is down-
ward. It is thought that a P component represents deter-
mination for a stimulus, and an N component represents
a simple response for a stimulus.

[0038] Next, the brain wave indexes of stimulatory ef-
fects which surface in the brain waves both when the
back seat passenger is awake and when the back seat
passenger is asleep while the same stimulus is applied
will be described with reference to Fig. 6. Fig. 6 is a dia-
gram showing brain wave indexes for an acoustic stim-
ulus. Specifically, Fig. 6(a) shows brain waves which are
measured when the back seat passenger is awake, and
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Fig. 6(b) shows brain waves which are measured when
the back seat passenger is asleep. The brain waves
shown in Fig. 6(a) can be measured when an acoustic
stimulus is passed in a dazed state while the back seat
passenger is awake. The brain waves shown in Fig. 6(b)
can be measured through perception of an acoustic stim-
ulus when the back seat passenger is asleep.

[0039] With the comparison of Figs. 6(a) and 6(b), it
can be seen that, when the same acoustic stimulus is
applied, the brain wave indexes of N350 surface both
when the back seat passenger is awake and when the
back seat passenger is asleep. For this reason, N350 is
specified as the brain wave indexes which surface when
the back seat passenger is awake and when the back
seat passenger is asleep while the same stimulus is ap-
plied, and the latent time, amplitude, or the like of the
brain wave indexes are measured, thereby deriving the
relationship between the stimulatory effects when the
back seat passenger is awake and the stimulatory effects
when the back seat passenger is asleep while the same
stimulus is applied.

[0040] Accordingly, the ECU 5 constructs, as a data-
base, the relationship between the stimulatory effects
when the back seat passenger is awake and the stimu-
latory effects when the back seat passenger is asleep
from the brain wave indexes of N350 which surface when
the back seat passenger is awake and when the back
seat passenger is asleep while the same stimulus is ap-
plied, and stores the database in the memory 4.

[0041] The ECU 5 creates a conversion model for con-
verting the stimulatory effects when the back seat pas-
senger is awake and the stimulatory effects when the
back seat passenger is asleep with reference to the con-
structed database. The conversion model can be identi-
fied from the constructed database using neural net, GA-
Fuzzy, Mahalanobis Taguchi System, a threshold value
process, or the like.

[0042] Next, the specification of stimulatory parame-
ters will be described in detail.

[0043] Fig. 7 is a diagram showing a method of select-
ing parameters of a stimulus. As shownin Fig. 7, the ECU
5 first measures stimulatory effects for stimuli of various
parameters when the back seat passenger is awake. The
parameters of a stimulus specify the type of the stimulus,
the intensity of the stimulus, or the like. In the case of an
acoustic stimulus, the parameters relating to the type of
the stimulus include sound, single sound, mechanical
sound, music, and the like, and the parameters relating
to the intensity of the stimulus include sound volume,
sound pressure, frequency, and the like.

[0044] Next, the ECU 5 converts the measured stim-
ulatory effects when the back seat passenger is awake
to the stimulatory effects when the back seat passenger
is asleep using the conversion model, thereby estimating
stimulatory effects when a stimulus of each parameter is
applied while the back seat passenger is asleep.
[0045] Next, the ECU 5 selects the parameters of a
stimulus for which a desired stimulatory effect surfaces
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from the relationship between the stimulatory effects and
the changes in the sleep state when the back seat pas-
senger is asleep such that the sleep state of the back
seat passenger who takes a short sleep is maintained in
a light sleep state. The changes in the sleep state for the
stimulatory effects include four types of "no effect”, "main-
tain", "return", and "wake". The type "no effect" means
that there is no stimulatory effect even when a stimulus
is applied. The type "maintain" means that there is no
change in sleep depth even when a stimulus is applied.
The type "return" means that, if a stimulus is applied, the
sleep depth changes in the wake direction. The type
"wake" means that, if a stimulus is applied, the passenger
is awake. For this reason, for example, when the sleep
depthiis Il, the parameters of a stimulus for which a stim-
ulatory effect surfaces such that the change in sleep state
is "maintain" are selected. When the sleep depth reaches
I, the parameters of a stimulus for which a stimulatory
effect surfaces such that the change in the sleep state
becomes "return" are selected. The relationship between
the stimulatory effects and the changes in the sleep state
when the back seat passenger is asleep is compiled as
a database.

[0046] The ECU 5 causes the stimulus generator 3 to
generate a stimulus of the selected parameters and
maintains the sleep state of the back seat passenger in
the light sleep state such that the back seat passenger
who takes a short sleep does not fall into a deep sleep.
[0047] Next, a process operation of the vehicle control
device 1 of this embodiment will be described.

[0048] First, a conversion model creation process will
be described with reference to Fig. 8. Fig. 8 is a flowchart
showing a conversion model creation process.

[0049] As shown in Fig. 8, first, the ECU 5 causes the
stimulus generator 3 to generate an acoustic stimulus
and acquires the brain wave output of the back seat pas-
senger from the electroencephalogram 2 to specify the
brain wave indexes of stimulatory effects which surface
in the brain waves when the back seat passenger is
awake and when the back seat passenger is asleep while
the same stimulus is applied (Step S1). In Step S1, the
brain wave indexes of N350 are specified as the brain
wave indexes of stimulatory effects which surface in the
brain waves when the back seat passenger is awake and
when the back seat passenger is asleep while the same
stimulus is applied.

[0050] Next, the ECU 5 causes the stimulus generator
3 to generate an acoustic stimulus when the back seat
passenger is awake and acquires the measured brain
wave output of the back seat passenger measured from
the electroencephalogram 2. The brain wave indexes are
extracted from the acquired brain wave output, and the
latent time and amplitude of the extracted brain wave
indexes are verified to measure the stimulatory effects
when the back seat passenger is awake (Step S2).
[0051] Next, the ECU 5 causes the stimulus generator
3 to generate the same acoustic stimulus as in Step S2
when the back seat passenger is asleep, and acquires
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the measured brain wave output of the back seat pas-
senger from the electroencephalogram 2. The brain wave
indexes are extracted from the acquired brain wave out-
put, and the latent time and amplitude of the extracted
brain wave indexes are verified to measure the stimula-
tory effects when the back seat passenger is asleep (Step
S3).

[0052] The ECU 5 constructs a database which in-
cludes the stimulatory effects when the back seat pas-
senger is awake measured in Step S2 and the stimulatory
effects when the back seat passenger is asleep meas-
uredin Step S3, and stores the database in the memory 4.
[0053] The ECU 5 creates a conversion model for con-
verting the stimulatory effects when the back seat pas-
senger is awake and the stimulatory effects when the
back seat passenger is asleep with reference to the con-
structed database, and ends the conversion model cre-
ation process (Step S4). As described above, the crea-
tion of the conversion model is identified from the con-
structed database using neural net, GA-Fuzzy, Maha-
lanobis Taguchi System, a threshold value process, or
the like.

[0054] Next, a stimulatory parameter selection proc-
ess will be described with reference to Fig. 9. Fig. 9 is a
flowchart showing a stimulatory parameter selection
process.

[0055] As shown in Fig. 9, first, the ECU 5 causes the
stimulus generator 3 to generate a stimulus of various
parameters when the back seat passenger is awake
(Step S6). As described above, the parameters of a stim-
ulus includes the parameters relating to the type of the
stimulus, such as sound, single sound, mechanical
sound, and music, and the parameters relating to the
intensity of the stimulus, such as sound volume, sound
pressure, and frequency. Accordingly, the ECU 5 causes
the stimulus generator 3 to generate an acoustic stimu-
lus, such as sound, single sound, mechanical sound, or
music, while changing the stimulus intensity, such as
sound volume, sound pressure, or frequency.

[0056] Next, the ECU 5 acquires the measured brain
wave output of the back seat passenger from the elec-
troencephalogram 2, and verifies the latent time and am-
plitude of the brain wave index surfaced in the brain
waves to evaluate stimulatory effects for the stimuli gen-
erated in Step S6 (Step S7).

[0057] Here, the meaning of evaluating stimulatory ef-
fects when the back seat passenger is awake will be de-
scribed with reference to Fig. 10. Fig. 10 is a diagram
showing the relationship between a stimulus and a
change in the sleep state. As shown in Fig. 10, when the
back seat passenger is asleep, if a stimulus is applied,
the sleep depth changes. The sleep depth changes in-
constantly over time. In this way, when the back seat
passenger is asleep, each time a stimulus is generated,
the sleep state changes, making it difficult to appropri-
ately evaluate stimulatory effects. Meanwhile, when the
back seat passenger is awake, the sleep state is sub-
stantially constant, making it possible to appropriately
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evaluate stimulatory effects. Accordingly, in Steps S6
and S7, when the back seat passenger is awake, stim-
ulatory effects for stimuli of various parameters are eval-
uated, making it possible to evaluating the effects of the
stimuli without being affected by changes in sleep depth.
[0058] In Step S7, since the brain wave output from
the same person changes depending on the measure-
ment position of the electroencephalogram 2, the phys-
ical shape of the back seat passenger, or the like, the
stimulatory effects are corrected on the basis of the am-
plitude of a specific brain wave, and the stimulatory ef-
fects when the back seat passenger is awake are eval-
uated.

[0059] Fig. 11 is a diagram illustrating correction of
stimulatory effects. As shown in Fig. 11, usually, a spe-
cific brain wave, such as o wave generated in the eye
closure state or the like when the back seat passenger
is awake, does not significantly change in amplitude. Ac-
cordingly, the stimulatory effects are corrected on the
basis of the amount of relative change in the amplitude
of the brain wave index with respect to the amplitude of
the oo waves, and the stimulatory effects when the back
seat passenger is awake are evaluated on the basis of
the corrected stimulatory effects. Specifically, as shown
in Fig. 11(a), if the amplitude of the o wave and the am-
plitude of the brain wave index at a certain point of time
are respectively A and B, and as shown in Fig. 11(b), if
the amplitude of the oo wave and the amplitude of the
brain wave index are respectively A’ and B’, the stimula-
tory effects when the back seat passenger is awake are
evaluated by B/A and B’/A’. Therefore, it is possible to
absorb an intraindividual difference due to a brain wave
measurement method, a physical shape, or the like.
[0060] In Step S7, even if the intraindividual difference
due tothe brain wave measurement method, the physical
shape, or the like is absorbed, the brain wave output
changes from person to person. Thus, the amplitude of
the brain wave is standardized using the non-individual-
based absolute reference, and the stimulatory effects
when the back seat passenger is awake are evaluated.
[0061] Fig. 12 is a diagram showing the relationship
the amplitude of a brain wave index and the amount of
change in sleep depth. As shown in Fig. 12, the sleep
depthis used as a non-individual-based evaluation meth-
od based on the international standard. Accordingly, the
amplitude of the brain wave index is corrected on the
basis of the amount of change in sleep depth. Thus, it is
possible to absorb the intraindividual difference.

[0062] Next,the ECU 5 converts the stimulatory effects
when the back seat passenger is awake evaluated in
Step S7 to the stimulatory effects when the back seat
passenger is asleep using the conversion model, and
estimates stimulatory effects when a stimulus of each
parameter is applied while the back seat passenger is
asleep (Step S8).

[0063] The ECU 5 selects the parameters of a stimulus
for which desired stimulatory effects surface from the re-
lationship between the stimulatory effects and the chang-
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es in the sleep state when the back seat passenger is
asleep such that the sleep state of the back seat passen-
ger who takes a short sleep is maintained in the light
sleep state, and ends the stimulatory parameter selection
process (Step S9). The parameters of a stimulus selected
in Step S9 become the initial values of a stimulus which
is generated by the stimulus generator 3.

[0064] Next, a stimulus generation process will be de-
scribed with reference to Fig. 13. Fig. 13 is a flowchart
showing a stimulus generation process.

[0065] As shown in Fig. 13, the vehicle control device
1 first estimates the sleep depth of the back seat pas-
senger who takes a short sleep, and determines whether
or not the sleep depth reaches Il (Step S11).

[0066] Here, a sleep depth estimation method will be
described with reference to Figs. 14 to 16. Fig. 14 is a
diagram showing a brain wave index for a stimulus. Fig.
15 is a diagram showing the relationship between stim-
ulus generation timing and sleep depth. Fig. 16 is a dia-
gram showing the relationship between the presence/
absence of appearance of a brain wave index and sleep
depth.

[0067] As shown in Fig. 14, if a stimulus is generated
by the stimulus generator 3 and applied to the back seat
passenger, and the brain wave indexes of N100 which
reflect passive perception and the brain wave indexes of
N350 which reflect passive recognition are induced from
the brain wave output measured by the electroencepha-
logram 2. Like a stimulus B of Fig. 15, if a stimulus is
applied in the light sleep state, the brain wave indexes
of N100 and the brain wave indexes of N350 are induced.
Meanwhile, like a stimulus A of Fig. 15, if a stimulus is
applied in the deep sleep state, only the brain wave in-
dexes of N350 are induced, and the brain wave indexes
of N100 are not induced.

[0068] Accordingly, as shown in Fig. 16, the ECU 5
causes the stimulus generator 3 to generate a stimulus
when the back seat passenger is asleep, and when the
brain wave indexes of N100 and the brain wave indexes
of N350 are observed from the brain waves measured
by the electroencephalogram 2, determines that the pas-
senger takes a light sleep. When the brain wave indexes
of N350 are observed and the brain wave indexes of
N100 are not observed from the brain waves measured
by the electroencephalogram 2, the ECU 5 determines
that the passenger takes a light sleep.

[0069] Ifitis determined that the sleep depth reaches
Il (Step S 11: YES), the ECU 5 causes the stimulus gen-
erator 3to generate a stimulus of the parameters selected
in Step S9 (Step S12).

[0070] Next, the ECU 5 estimates the sleep depth of
the back seat passenger, and determines whether or not
the sleep depth returns by one stage in the wake direction
(Step S 13). With regard to the estimation of the sleep
depthin Step S 13, similarly to the estimation of the sleep
depth in Step S12, determination is made on the basis
ofthe presence/absence of appearance of the brain wave
indexes of N100 and N350 which surface when a stimulus
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is applied to the back seat passenger.

[0071] If it is determined that there is no change in
sleep depth (Step S13: NO), the ECU 5 changes the pa-
rameters of the stimulus such that the stimulus intensity
increases (Step S14), returns to Step S12, and generates
a stimulus of the changed parameters.

[0072] If it is determined that the sleep depth returns
by one stage (Step S13: YES), the ECU 5 determines
whether or not the back seat passenger is awake (Step
S 15).

[0073] Ifitis determined that the back seat passenger
is awake (Step S 15: YES), the ECU 5 ends the stimulus
generation process.

[0074] Ifitis determined that the back seat passenger
is not awake (Step S 15: NO), the ECU 5 determines
whether or not a stimulus of the same parameters is gen-
erated a predetermined number of times (Step S16).
[0075] If it is determined that a stimulus of the same
parameters is generated smaller than a predetermined
number of times (Step S16: NO), the ECU 5 returns to
Step S11 and repeats the above-described process.
[0076] If it is determined that a stimulus of the same
parameters is generated a predetermined number of
times (Step S16: YES), the ECU 5 changes the param-
eters of the stimulus (Step S 17).

[0077] Here, the meaning of changing the parameters
of a stimulus will be described with reference to Fig. 17.
Fig. 17 is a diagram showing the state of adaptation for
the same stimulus. As shown in Fig. 17, if a stimulus (a
stimulus A of Fig. 17) of predetermined parameters is
generated, high stimulatory effects surface initially, as
the number of generations increases, the back seat pas-
senger is being adapted to the stimulus, and the stimu-
latory effects are degraded. Accordingly, if a stimulus of
the same parameters is generated a predetermined
number of times, a stimulus (a stimulus D of Fig. 17) of
different parameters is generated, thereby suppressing
degradation in the stimulatory effects to apply appropri-
ate stimulatory effects. The parameters of a stimulus are
changed such that stimulatory effects for a stimulus of
parameters after change are comparable with stimulato-
ry effects for a stimulus of parameters before change.
[0078] If the parameters of a stimulus are changed in
Step S17, the ECU 5 returns to Step S 11 and generates
a stimulus of the changed parameters.

[0079] As described above, according to the vehicle
control device 1 of the first embodiment, the brain wave
indexes of stimulatory effects which surface in response
to the stimuli both when the back seat passenger is
awake and when the back seat passenger is asleep are
specified, thereby associating the stimulatory effects
when the back seat passenger is awake with the stimu-
latory effects when the back seat passenger is asleep.
Therefore, itis possible to convert the stimulatory effects
between when the back seat passenger is awake and
when the back seat passenger is asleep, thereby con-
verting the stimulatory effects when the back seat pas-
senger is asleep from the stimulatory effects when the
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back seat passenger is awake.

[0080] The brain wave indexes which surface when
the back seat passenger is awake and when the back
seat passenger is asleep while the same stimulus is ap-
plied are specified, thereby creating the conversion mod-
el for converting the stimulatory effects when the back
seat passenger is awake and the stimulatory effects
when the back seat passenger is asleep. With the use
of the created conversion model, itis possible to estimate
the stimulatory effects when the back seat passenger is
asleep from the stimulatory effects when the back seat
passenger is awake. Accordingly, a stimulus which is ap-
plied to the back seat passenger is obtained on the basis
of the relationship between the stimulatory effects and
the changes in sleep depth, thereby controlling the sleep
depth of the back seat passenger and maintaining the
sleep state of the back seat passenger in the light sleep
state.

[0081] The stimulatory effects are corrected on the ba-
sis of the amount of relative change in the amplitude of
the brain wave indexes with respect to the amplitude of
a specific brain wave, thereby excluding the influence of
a measurement error of a brain wave measurement unit,
the physical shape of the back seat passenger, or the
like and appropriately estimating the stimulatory effects
when the back seat passenger is asleep.

[0082] The parameters of a stimulus which is applied
when the back seat passenger is asleep are selected on
the basis of the stimulatory effects when the back seat
passenger is awake, thereby excluding the influence of
a change in the sleep state of the back seat passenger
when selecting a stimulus which is applied to the back
seat passenger.

[0083] If a stimulus of the same parameters is gener-
ated a predetermined number of times, the parameters
of the stimulus are changed, thereby preventing the stim-
ulatory effects from being degraded habitually.

[0084] The sleep depth is estimated on the basis of
the response of the brain waves for a stimulus applied
to the back seat passenger, thereby improving the esti-
mation precision of the sleep depth without being affected
by the estimation timing of the sleep depth.

[Second Embodiment]

[0085] Next, a second embodiment will be described.
A vehicle control device of the second embodiment se-
lects the parameters of a stimulus which is applied when
the back seat passenger is asleep on the basis of stim-
ulatory effects for a stimulus of different parameters in
the stimulatory parameter selection process. In particu-
lar, the parameters of a stimulus for which high stimula-
tory effects surface from among the stimuli with the same
stimulus intensity are selected. For this reason, only the
stimulatory parameter selection process will be herein-
after described.

[0086] AsshowninFig.9,inthe stimulatory parameter
selection process, first, the ECU 5 causes the stimulus
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generator 3 to generate stimuli of various parameters
when the back seat passenger is awake (Step S6). At
this time, as shown in Fig. 18, different types of stimuli
with the same stimulus intensity are generated.

[0087] Next, the ECU 5 acquires the measures brain
wave output of the back seat passenger from the elec-
troencephalogram 2 and verifies the latent time and am-
plitude of the brain wave indexes surfaced in the brain
waves to evaluate stimulatory effects for the stimuli gen-
erated in Step S6 (Step S7).

[0088] At this time, the parameters of a stimulus for
which the highest stimulatory effect surface from among
the stimuli with the same stimulus intensity are extracted.
[0089] Fig. 19is adiagram showing a brain wave index
for an acoustic stimulus. Specifically, Fig. 19(a) shows a
brain wave index for a stimulus of sound of 50 dB, and
Fig. 19(b) shows a brain wave index for a stimulus of
single sound of 50 dB. Fig. 19 is a diagram showing dif-
ferent types of stimuli with the same intensity.

As shown in Figs. 19(a) and 19(b), with the observation
of the brain wave indexes when stimuli with the same
intensity of 50 dB are applied, it can be seen that stimu-
latory effects for a stimulus of sound are higher than stim-
ulatory effects for a stimulus of single sound.

[0090] Accordingly, in Step S7, the ECU 5 compares
the stimulatory effects for a plurality of stimuli with the
same stimulus intensity, and extracts the parameters of
a stimulus for which the highest stimulatory effects sur-
face.

[0091] Next,the ECU 5 converts the stimulatory effects
when the back seat passenger is awake evaluated in
Step S7 to the stimulatory effects when the back seat
passenger is asleep using the conversion model, and
estimates stimulatory effects when a stimulus of each
parameter is applied while the back seat passenger is
asleep (Step S8). In Step S8, the parameters of the stim-
ulus extracted in Step S7 are used.

[0092] The ECU 5 selects the parameters of a stimulus
for which desired stimulatory effects surface from the re-
lationship between the stimulatory effects and the chang-
es in the sleep state when the back seat passenger is
asleep such that the sleep state of the back seat passen-
ger who takes a short sleep is maintained in the light
sleep state, and ends the stimulatory parameter selection
process (Step S9).

[0093] As described above, according to the vehicle
control device of the second embodiment, when there
are a plurality of stimuli with the same intensity, the pa-
rameters of a stimulus for which the highest stimulatory
effects surface from among the stimuli are utilized, there-
by efficiently generating a stimulus.

[Third Embodiment]

[0094] Next, a third embodiment will be described. A
vehicle control device of the third embodiment selects
the parameters of a stimulus which is applied when the
back seat passenger is asleep on the basis of stimulatory
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effects for a stimulus of different parameters in the stim-
ulatory parameter selection process. In particular, the pa-
rameters of a stimulus with low stimulus intensity from
among the stimuli having the same stimulatory effects
are selected. For this reason, only the stimulatory param-
eter selection process will be hereinafter described.
[0095] AsshowninFig.9,inthe stimulatory parameter
selection process, first, the ECU 5 causes the stimulus
generator 3 to generate stimuli of various parameters
when the back seat passenger is awake (Step S6). At
this time, as shown in Fig. 20, stimuli for which the same
stimulatory effects are obtained with different stimulus
intensities are generated.

[0096] Next, the ECU 5 acquires the measured brain
wave output of the back seat passenger from the elec-
troencephalogram 2, and verifies the latent time and am-
plitude of the brain wave indexes surfaced in the brain
waves to evaluate stimulatory effects for the stimuli gen-
erated in Step S6 (Step S7).

[0097] At this time, the parameters of a stimulus with
the lowest stimulus intensity from among the stimuli hav-
ing the same stimulatory effects are extracted. That is,
in Step S7, the ECU 5 compares the stimulus intensities
of a plurality of stimuli having the same stimulatory ef-
fects, and extracts the parameters of a stimulus with the
lowest stimulus intensity.

[0098] Next,the ECU 5 converts the stimulatory effects
when the back seat passenger is awake evaluated in
Step S7 to the stimulatory effects when the back seat
passenger is asleep using the conversion model, and
estimates stimulatory effects when a stimulus of each
parameter is applied while the back seat passenger is
asleep (Step S8). In Step S8, the parameters of the stim-
ulus extracted in Step S7 are used.

[0099] The ECU 5 selects the parameters of a stimulus
for which desired stimulatory effects surface from the re-
lationship between the stimulatory effects and the chang-
es in the sleep state when the back seat passenger is
asleep such that the sleep state of the back seat passen-
ger who takes a short sleep is maintained in the light
sleep state, and ends the stimulatory parameter selection
process (Step S9).

[0100] As described above, according to the vehicle
control device of the third embodiment, when there are
a plurality of stimuli having the same stimulatory effects,
a stimulus with the lowest stimulus intensity is selected,
thereby reducing bothersome imposed on a driver or the
like who does not take a short sleep and selecting a stim-
ulus with a little sense of discomfort without degrading
the stimulatory effects.

[0101] Although the preferred embodiments of the in-
vention have been described, the invention is not limited
to the foregoing embodiments. For example, although in
the foregoing embodiments, a case where the sleep state
of the back seat passenger is controlled has been de-
scribed, a person to be controlled may be any person
who gets into a vehicle, or may be a driver who takes a
short sleep, a front seat passenger, or the like.
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[0102] Although in the foregoing embodiments, a case
where the stimulatory effect estimation device according
to the invention is mounted in the vehicle control device
has been described, for example, in various fields, such
as a sleep in a sleeping room or medicine in a medical
facility, stimulatory effects when the back seat passenger
is asleep may be estimated using a conversion model,
and a subject may be maintained in the light sleep state.
[0103] Although in the foregoing embodiments, a case
where the conversion model is created in the vehicle con-
trol device 1 has been described, the brain wave indexes
which surface when the back seat passenger is awake
and when the back seat passenger is asleep while the
same stimulus is applied may be measured to create a
conversion model in advance, and the vehicle control
device 1 may estimate the stimulatory effects when the
back seat passenger is asleep from the stimulatory ef-
fects when the back seat passenger is awake using the
created conversion model.

[0104] Although in the foregoing embodiments, a case
where the sleep state is determined on the basis of
whether or not the brain wave indexes for a stimulus are
observed, as in the related art, the determination may be
made on the basis of the content of § waves in the brain
waves.

Industrial Applicability

[0105] According to the stimulatory effect estimation
device, the stimulatory effect estimation method, and the
vehicle control device of the invention, it is possible to
estimate the stimulatory effects when the back seat pas-
senger is asleep. According to the sleep depth estimation
device and the vehicle control device of the invention, it
is possible to estimate the sleep depth with high precision
without being affected by the estimation timing of the
sleep depth. According to the vehicle control device of
the invention, it is possible to control the sleep depth of
the passenger.

Reference Signs List
[0106]
1: vehicle control device (stimulatory effect estima-
tion device, sleep depth estimation device)
2: electroencephalogram
3: stimulus generator
4: memory

5: ECU (stimulatory effect estimation unit, sleep
depth estimation unit)

Claims
1. A stimulatory effect estimation device comprising:

a stimulus generation unit which applies a stim-
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ulus to a subject;

abrain wave measurementunit which measures
the brain waves of the subject; and

a stimulatory effect estimation unit which spec-
ifies the brain wave indexes of stimulatory ef-
fects which surface in response to the stimuli
both when the subject is awake and when the
subject is asleep from the brain waves meas-
ured by the brain wave measurement unit when
a stimulus is applied from the stimulus genera-
tion unit while the subject is awake and the brain
waves measured by the brain wave measure-
ment unit when a stimulus is applied from the
stimulus generation unit while the subject is
asleep.

The stimulatory effect estimation device according
to claim 1,

wherein the stimulatory effect estimation unit esti-
mates stimulatory effects when the subject is asleep
from stimulatory effects when the subject is awake
using a conversion model for converting the stimu-
latory effect when the subject is awake and the stim-
ulatory effects when the subject is asleep on the ba-
sis of the brain wave indexes which surface when
the same stimulus is applied when the subject is
awake and when the subject is asleep, and selects
a stimulus which is applied to the subject on the basis
of the relationship between the stimulatory effects
and the changes in sleep depth.

The stimulatory effect estimation device according
to claim 2,

wherein the stimulatory effect estimation unit cor-
rects the stimulatory effects on the basis of the am-
plitude of a specific brain wave.

The stimulatory effect estimation device according
to claim 2 or 3,

wherein the stimulatory effect estimation unit selects
the parameters of a stimulus which is applied when
the subject is asleep on the basis of the stimulatory
effects when the subject is awake.

The stimulatory effect estimation device according
to claim 4,

wherein the stimulatory effect estimation unit selects
the parameters of a stimulus which is applied when
the subject is asleep on the basis of stimulatory ef-
fects for a stimulus of different parameters.

The stimulatory effect estimation device according
to claim 4,

wherein the stimulatory effect estimation unit chang-
es the parameters of a stimulus which is applied
when the subject is asleep on the basis of stimulatory
effects when a stimulus of a specific parameter con-
tinues to be applied.
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The stimulatory effect estimation device according
to any one of claims 1 to 6,

wherein the stimulatory effect estimation unit esti-
mates the sleep depth of the subject on the basis of
the measurement result of brain waves for a stimulus
applied to the subject.

A sleep depth estimation device comprising:

a stimulus generation unit which applies a stim-
ulus to a subject;

abrain wave measurementunit which measures
the brain waves of the subject; and

a sleep depth estimation unit which estimates
the sleep depth of the subject on the basis of
the response of brain waves for a stimulus ap-
plied to the subject.

A stimulatory effect estimation method comprising
the steps of:

generating a stimulus when a subject is awake
to acquire the brain waves of the subject;
generating a stimulus when the subjectis asleep
to acquire the brain waves of the subject; and
specifying the brain wave indexes of stimulatory
effects which surface in response to the stimuli
both when the subject is awake and when the
subject is asleep.

The stimulatory effect estimation method according
to claim 9,

wherein stimulatory effects when the subject is
asleep are estimated from stimulatory effects when
the subject is awake using a conversion model for
converting the stimulatory effect when the subject is
awake and the stimulatory effects when the subject
is asleep on the basis of the brain wave indexes
which surface when the same stimulus is applied
when the subject is awake and when the subject is
asleep, and a stimulus which is applied to the subject
is selected on the basis of the relationship between
the stimulatory effects and the changes in sleep
depth.

A vehicle control device comprising:

a stimulus generation unit which applies a stim-
ulus to a passenger;

abrain wave measurementunit which measures
the brain waves of the passenger; and

a stimulatory effect estimation unit which spec-
ifies the brain wave indexes of stimulatory ef-
fects which surface in response to the stimuli
both when the passenger is awake and when
the passenger is asleep from the brain waves
measured by the brain wave measurement unit
when a stimulus is applied from the stimulus
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generation unit while the passenger is awake
and the brain waves measured by the brain
wave measurement unit when a stimulus is ap-
plied from the stimulus generation unit while the
passenger is asleep, estimates stimulatory ef-
fects when the passenger is asleep from stimu-
latory effects when the passenger is awake us-
ing a conversion model for converting the stim-
ulatory effect when the passenger is awake and
the stimulatory effects when the passenger is
asleep on the basis of the brain wave indexes
which surface when the same stimulus is applied
when the passengeris awake and when the pas-
senger is asleep, and selects a stimulus which
is applied to the passenger on the basis of the
relationship between the stimulatory effects and
the changes in sleep depth.
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