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(54) DETECTION APPARATUS

(57) A detection apparatus 10 for detecting the pres-
ence and amount of one of a number of materials within
a person’s body includes a flexible detection sleeve 28
which fits over a person’s finger 32, and analysis means

which may include a spectrometer head 40 for detecting
for the various specified substances in transdermal ex-
udates and/or interstitial fluid of the epidermis.
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Description

[0001] This invention concerns a detection apparatus,
and a method of detection, and particularly but not ex-
clusively apparatus and a method for detecting specified
substances in transdermal exudates and/or interstitial
fluid of the epidermis.
[0002] A number of medical diagnostic systems are
already in existence. It is generally desirable for these to
be as non invasive as possible and to require a minimum
amount of medical intervention. Such diagnostic systems
may relate to the use of alcohol or other drugs, or to the
detection of particular diseases or conditions. Early de-
tection of conditions and diseases is preferable and can
lead to better treatment.
[0003] Conventionally alcohol has been tested using
breathalysers to detect ethanol in breath. Breathalysers
are however not useable with all persons. For instance,
it may not be possible to use breathalysers with asthmat-
ics, those with limited lung function and those who are
incapacitated or who are unconscious, perhaps after an
accident or other situation. Also the use of breathalysers
is often associated with police activity and may not be
considered appropriate to a work environment, where it
may be required to discreetly check whether a person is
fit for work.
[0004] According to a first aspect of the invention there
is provided detection apparatus, the apparatus including
a flexible detection sleeve locatable over a person’s fin-
ger, and analysis means for detecting the presence of a
specified substance or substances in the transdermal ex-
udates and/or interstitial fluid of the epidermis from the
person’s finger.
[0005] The detection apparatus may be configured
such that the detection sleeve towards a proximal open
end thereof, substantially provides a seal around a per-
son’s finger located therein. The detection apparatus
may be configured such that a chamber area is provided
at the distal end of the detection sleeve to receive
transdermal exudates from the person’s finger.
[0006] The analysis means may be configured such
that analysis of transdermal exudates and interstitial fluid
of the epidermis may be carried out together or separate-
ly.
[0007] The detection sleeve may be made of a plastics
material and may be disposable after each use.
[0008] The detection sleeve may taper inwardly away
from the proximal open end.
[0009] Inward projections may be provided in the de-
tection sleeve to apply pressure to a person’s finger
therein. The inward projections may be in the form of a
plurality of discrete projections, which may be rounded.
Alternatively, or in addition, inner ribs may be provided
in the detection sleeve. The projections may extend into
the detection sleeve by between 1 and 6mm, and more
particularly between 2 and 4mm. The inward projections
may be provided at least in the part of the detection sleeve
corresponding to the finger print area of a person’s finger

therein.
[0010] The detection sleeve may be made of an elec-
trically conducting material, and the apparatus may in-
clude an arrangement for applying an electrical current
to the detection sleeve. The current may be iontophoretic,
and may have a voltage of between 5 and 50mV and
more particularly between 10 and 25mV, and may be
substantially 15mV.
[0011] The apparatus may be arranged such that the
polarity of the electrical current can be reversed. The
apparatus may include an electrically conducting portion
which a person can touch with another part of their hand
to complete an electrical circuit.
[0012] The apparatus may be configured such that the
chamber area has a volume of between 0.1 and 10ml,
more desirably between 0.5 and 5ml, and more particu-
larly between 0.5 and 1.5ml.
[0013] The detection sleeve may contain a substance
which will promote the production of transdermal exu-
date. This substance may consist of a formulation includ-
ing one or more of the following; niacin, tetrahydropiper-
ine, methylsulphonylmethane (MSM), dexamethasone
sodium phosphate, pilocarpine and the like.
[0014] The detection apparatus may include a body,
and the body may be configured such that the detection
sleeve can be located against, or extending into the body
to enable spectroscopic analysis of the transdermal ex-
udates and/or interstitial fluid.
[0015] A sensor may be provided to detect when a per-
son’s finger is placed is a required position in the detec-
tion sleeve for analysis to be carried out. The sensor may
be a proximity or light sensor.
[0016] Urging means may be provided to urge a per-
son’s finger into a required position in the detection
sleeve for analysis to be carried out.
[0017] The detection apparatus may include a cover
member or an enclosed area which can surround the
detection sleeve, and inflation means to provide in-
creased pressure around the detection sleeve to urge
same onto a person’s finger. The cover member may be
made of flexible plastics materials.
[0018] The analysis means may be configured to pro-
vide analysis by any of raman, UV, fluorescence, infrared
detection, or visible light spectroscopic methods.
[0019] The apparatus may include a temperature de-
tector. The temperature detector may detect the temper-
ature of a person’s finger in the detection sleeve and/or
the temperature of transdermal exudates in the chamber
area. The temperature detector may also detect the am-
bient or external atmospheric temperature conditions.
[0020] The apparatus may be configured such that if
a temperature below a predetermined level is detected,
an electric current is automatically applied to the sleeve,
but if a temperature above the predetermined level is
detected no electric current is applied to the sleeve.
[0021] The predetermined temperature may be be-
tween 30 and 37°C, and may be 32°C.
[0022] The temperature detector may include a ther-
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mal couple detector or an infra red detector.
[0023] The apparatus may include means for drawing
vapour from the chamber area into the analysis means.
The vapour drawing means may include a piston ar-
rangement and/or a bellows arrangement.
[0024] The apparatus may be configured such that the
detection sleeve connects directly to the analysis means.
Alternatively, a passage may extend from the sleeve to
the analysis means.
[0025] The analysis means may be arranged to detect
any of the following: ethanol, acetaldehyde, trimethyl-
amine, trans-3-methyl-2 hexanoic acid, pentyl pen-
tanoate, putrescene, glucose, drugs and medicines and
their metabolites, such as oxazepine, benzoylecgonine,
cotinine, tetrahydrocannibinol; hydration levels, HbA1c,
cardiac markers, ions, or other biometric indicators such
as neurochemicals including serotonin, dopamine and
noradrenaline, oxytocin, cortisol.
[0026] For detecting ethanol, the analysis means may
include a platinised fuel cell and/or infrared.
[0027] The analysis means may provide a quantitative
analysis of one or more substances to be detected.
[0028] The body may include a display means.
[0029] The apparatus may also include fingerprint rec-
ognition means, and this may be provided on the detec-
tion sleeve or part of the body.
[0030] The apparatus may include timing means, and
the apparatus may be configured such that the analysis
means only operates after a set time interval after a per-
son’s finger has been inserted into the sleeve, so as to
permit equilibration.
[0031] The apparatus may be configured such that two
sequential analyses can be made and the results com-
pared such that if the analyses differ beyond an inputtable
permissible level, a failure signal is emitted.
[0032] According to a second aspect of the invention
there is provided a method of detection of a substance,
the method comprising using an apparatus according to
any of the preceding paragraphs.
[0033] The method may comprise detecting for the
presence of any of: ethanol, acetaldehyde, trimethyl-
amine, trans-3-methyl-2 hexenoic acid, pentyl pen-
tanoate, putrescene, glucose, drugs and medicines and
their metabolites, oxazepine, benzoylecgonine, cotinine,
tetrahydrocannibinol; hydration levels, HbA1c, cardiac
markers, ions, or other biometric indicators such as neu-
rochemicals including serotonin, dopamine and no-
radrenaline, oxytocin, cortisol.
[0034] The method may include providing a qualitative
or quantitative detection of one or more substances.
[0035] The analysis may not take place until a set dwell
period after a person’s finger has been placed in the
sleeve. The dwell period may be at least 60 seconds.
[0036] If more than one sequential analysis is carried
out, a shorter dwell period may be applied to subsequent
analyses.
[0037] Two sequential analyses may be made and the
results compared subject to a predetermined permissible

variation, with a signal provided when the variation has
been exceeded and therefore the analysis has failed.
[0038] A person’s fingerprint may be detected using
the apparatus during analysis.
[0039] An electrical charge may be applied to the de-
tection sleeve. The electrical charge may have a voltage
of between 5 and 50mV and more particularly between
10 and 25mV and may be substantially 15mV.
[0040] The polarity of the electric charge may be var-
ied.
[0041] The temperature of a person’s finger and/or the
transdermal exudate in the detection sleeve may be
measured, and an electric charge automatically applied
if the temperature is below a predetermined level, which
predetermined level may be between 30 and 37°C, and
may be 32°C.
[0042] The detection sleeve may be disposed off after
each use.
[0043] A software calculation may be used to distin-
guish blood concentration based on the result produced
by reading either the interstitial fluid of the epidermis, the
transdermal exudate, temperature or other results pro-
duced by the device or a combination of these together.
[0044] Embodiments of the present invention will now
be described by way of example only and with reference
to the accompanying drawings in which:-

Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic view of a detection appara-
tus according to the invention in use; and

Fig. 2 is a more detailed view of part of the apparatus
of Fig. 1.

[0045] The drawings show a detection apparatus 10
according to the invention. The apparatus 10 comprises
a body 12 locating components for operating the appa-
ratus 10. Provided on the exterior of the body 12 is a
display screen 14 for indicating results and other fea-
tures, and three control buttons 16. A metal panel 18 is
also provided on a side of the body 12.
[0046] A chamber 20 is defined towards an upper part
of the body 12, and has an opening 22. A lining 24 of a
resilient material is provided around the chamber 20, and
enlarged portions 26 of the resilient material are provided
on opposite sides of the opening 22. A detection sleeve
28 is provided in the form of a disposable product which
would be disposed off after each use and replaced by a
fresh sterile sample.
[0047] The detection sleeve 28 is made of an electri-
cally conductive flexible plastics material and is of a size
to fit on a person’s finger and to provide a substantial
seal at the proximal end of the detection sleeve 28.
[0048] The detection sleeve 28 may taper towards the
distal end thereof, and a plurality of projections 30 may
be provided (only some of which are shown) on the inner
surface of the detection sleeve 28 to apply pressure onto
a person’s finger 32 located in the detection sleeve 28.
The projections 30 are in the form of rounded protruding
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spikes protruding around 2mm into the sleeve, and par-
ticularly over the area thereof corresponding to a per-
son’s fingerprint area. The projections are provided at a
spacing of around 3mm.
[0049] An air supply 34 is provided into the chamber
20 spaced from the opening 22. In use the person’s finger
32 will be placed in the detection sleeve 28, and located
in the chamber 20. The sleeve 28 may be first located
on a finger 32 before location in the chamber 20. A sub-
stantial seal will be produced around the finger at the
proximal end, by the enlarged portions 26.
[0050] Sensors 36 and 38 for measuring respectively
temperature and also the proximity of a person’s finger
32 are provided on the inside of the chamber 20. A spec-
trometer head 40 is also provided on the inside of the
chamber 20 which may operate by raman, uv, floures-
cence, infra red or visible light spectroscopy, to analyse
transdermal exudates and/or interstitial fluid of the epi-
dermis from a finger 32.
[0051] A window 50 is provided in the sleeve 28 to allow
the sensors 36, 38 and spectroscopy head 40 to read
directly onto the skin of the finger 32. The window may
be provided by a material which does not interfere with
spectroscopy measurements. The proximity sensor 38
detects whether a finger 32 is correctly located in the
chamber 20.
[0052] Transdermal exudates, i.e. sweat, and/or insti-
tial fluid of the epidermis are emitted from the finger 32
carrying potentially volatile materials to be detected, and
gather in the closed distal end of the detection sleeve 28.
The detection sleeve 28 may be configured such that a
chamber area is provided at the distal end, and this will
typically have a volume of around 0.1 ml.
[0053] The projections 30 on the detection sleeve 28
exert a modest pressure on the finger 32 squeezing the
sweat pores, and particularly in the fingerprint area.
[0054] The temperature sensor 36 detects the temper-
ature of vapour drawn from the finger 32, and the tem-
perature sensing means may include an infra red sensor
or a thermal couple. The temperature is measured for
use in computation of quantitative results.
[0055] A small iontophoretic electric current may be
applied to the electrically conductive detection sleeve 28
to promote exudation. Such a current may invariably be
applied, or may only be applied if a temperature below a
set level such as for instance 32°C is detected. Whilst
the electric current promotes exudation, it cannot be felt
by the person. Placing a part of the person’s hand such
as the thumb 42 against a metal panel 44 on the exterior
of the body 12, completes the electrical circuit.
[0056] Once the finger 32 has been inserted into the
chamber 20, a set time is counted down by the apparatus
10 to develop an equilibrium amount of transdermal ex-
udate in the detection sleeve 28, and typically such time,
and for example when detecting the presence of alcohol,
may be 60 seconds. At the end of this time period the
electrical current if applied is switched off and vapour
witihin the detection sleeve 28 may be withdrawn down

a pipe which may be the same as for the air supply 34,
by a solenoid operated piston or bellows unit for analysis
within the body 12.
[0057] If the apparatus 10 is being used to detect al-
cohol, ethanol is detected using a platinised fuel cell
which oxidises the ethanol and converts it to water and
carbon dioxide, producing a small electrical charge which
is detected by the instrument. A quantitative result is giv-
en and displayed on the screen 14 and saved for subse-
quent use. The apparatus 10 includes a memory store
feature, wired and/or wireless connectivity to allow data
to be reported efficiently. Device 10 may also include a
touch screen for operation.
[0058] The apparatus 10 may also detect alcohol
through use of the spectroscopic sensor 40, reading the
interstitial fluid of the epidermis.
[0059] A software calculation may be used to distin-
guish blood concentration based on the result produced
by reading either the interstitial fluid of the epidermis, the
transdermal exudate or a combination of the two.
[0060] This software calculation may use a formula
based on the reading of two or more parameters (such
as ethanol, acetaldehyde, trimethylamine, trans-3-me-
thyl-2 hexenoic acid, pentyl pentanoate, putrescene, glu-
cose, drugs and medicines and their metabolites, hydra-
tion levels, HbA1c, cardiac markers, ions and other pa-
rameters found in the transdermal exudate or interstitial
fluid of the epidermis and time,) to work out the blood
concentration. The device may also take two or more
readings of one or multiple parameters over a set period
of time to allow for further software calculations.
[0061] Formulas used may be based on a time lag var-
iable between substances being in the blood, and reach-
ing transdermal exudates and interstitial fluid of the epi-
dermis. Formulas may also be used based on back cal-
culating concentrations based on the live results that are
generated from the device. The device may also take
into account variables such as the donors age, weight,
BMI, heart rate, hydration level, or any other relevant
biometric information.
[0062] It is often required to carry out a second detec-
tion to validate the first detection. If so then the cycle is
repeated, though generally a shorter dwell time than 60
seconds would be needed. Typically the result of the sec-
ond detection can be obtained within 5 to 30 seconds
and perhaps 15 seconds. The two readings will then be
compared relative to an input allowable difference. If the
difference is not exceeded then the result will be dis-
played. If however the difference has been exceeded an
invalid result will be displayed.
[0063] Once the cycle has been completed the appa-
ratus will proceed through a purge and cleaning proce-
dure to make it ready for a next measurement. In general
after use each detection sleeve 28 will be disposed of,
and a new one used. Alternatively multiple use sleeve
with appropriate cleaning regimes may be used.
[0064] If required the air supply 34 can supply air into
the chamber 20 outside of the detection sleeve 28 to urge
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the detection sleeve 28 against the person’s finger to
secrete transfer more exudate. A fingerprint recognition
panel 46 is provided at the opening 22 to assist with con-
firming the identity of a user.
[0065] Whilst the above description relates to detecting
the presence of alcohol, a range of potential conditions
can be detected by this invention as described above.
For instance, the use of illegal drugs may be detected.
[0066] Potential medical conditions may be detected
as follows. To detect ketonuresis, analysis for the volatile
substance acetaldehyde may be carried out. To detect
liver disease or trimethylamiuria, analysis may be made
of trimethylamine. To detect schizophrenia, analysis may
be made for trans-3-methyl-2 hexenoic acid. To detect
diabetes, analysis may be made of pentyl pentanoate.
To detect gangrene, analysis may be made for pu-
trescene.
[0067] To detect glucose, it will be necessary to re-
verse the polarity of the electric current applied to the
detection sleeve 22, and use a glucose sensitivity detec-
tor incorporated into the detection sleeve 22. Reversing
the current encourages non-polar substances to migrate
through the finger for detection.
[0068] In using this apparatus to detect alcohol, useful
and different results may be achieved relative to meas-
uring breath alcohol. Whilst the quantity of ethanol ex-
creted by skin is around 1 % of that found in breath alcohol
testing, the emission from skin is delayed by some five
hours compared with blood levels.
[0069] Results may be reported either qualitatively or
quantitatively for all applications.
[0070] Apparatus according to the invention can be ad-
vantageous in avoiding eroneous measurements. For in-
stance in the case of ethanol, as ethanol is very volatile,
unless a person’s finger had been contaminated with eth-
anol very shortly before a test, the ethanol will have evap-
orated for example from a hand antiseptic wash or oth-
erwise, and will therefore not feature in the test. This may
mean that the finger of a typical user does not require
washing, wiping or any special preparation prior to the
test.
[0071] The inclusion of two sequential tests and their
comparison helps to ensure that that vapour equilibrium
has occurred and thus the test is valid. Also such a val-
idation helps to remove the possibility of a person cheat-
ing a test, as it is extremely unlikely that they could pro-
duce the same erroneous results twice.
[0072] In some instances, a single test will be sufficient
to provide a rapid screening for instance alcohol, and this
could for instance be applied prior to a driver to see
whether they are fit or allowed to drive, and could be
connected to an automatic system for preventing starting
of a vehicle. If a more accurate result is required, then
sequential results can be applied with only small allowed
variants.
[0073] A wide range of modifications may be made
without departing from the scope of the invention. For
instance, different protrusions may be provided in the

detection sleeve, and these could for instance be in the
form of ribbing. As indicated the invention may be used
to detect a wide range of materials.
[0074] Whilst endeavouring in the foregoing specifica-
tion to draw attention to those features of the invention
believed to be of particular importance it should be un-
derstood that the Applicant claims protection in respect
of any patentable feature or combination of features here-
inbefore referred to and/or shown in the drawings wheth-
er or not particular emphasis has been placed thereon.

Claims

1. Detection apparatus, the apparatus (10) including a
flexible detection sleeve (28) locatable over a per-
son’s finger (32), and analysis means for detecting
the presence of a specified substance or substances
in the transdermal exudates and/or interstitial fluid
of the epidermis from the person’s finger (32).

2. Detection apparatus according to claim 1, charac-
terised in that the detection sleeve is made of an
electrically conducting material, and the apparatus
includes an arrangement for applying an electrical
current to the derection sleeve.

3. Detection apparatus according to claims 1 or 2, char-
acterised in that the detection sleeve contains a
substance which will promote the production of
transdermal exudate.

4. Detection apparatus according to any of the preced-
ing claims, characterised in that the detection ap-
paratus includes a body, and the body is configured
such that the detection sleeve can be located
against, or extending into the body to enable spec-
troscopic analysis of the transdermal exudates
and/or interstitial fluid.

5. Detection apparatus according to claim 4, charac-
terised in that the analysis means is configured to
provide analysis by any of raman, UV flourescence,
infrared detection, or visible light spectroscopic
methods.

6. Detection apparatus according to any of the preced-
ing claims, characterised in that urging means is
provided to urge a person’s finger into a required
position in the detection sleeve for analysis to be
carried out.

7. Detection apparatus according to any of the preced-
ing claims, characterised in that the apparatus in-
cludes a temperature detector.

8. Detection apparatus according to claim 7 when de-
pendent on claim 2, characterised in that the ap-
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paratus is configured such that if a temperature be-
low a predetermined level is detected, an electric
current is automatically applied to the sleeve, but if
a temperature above the predetermined level is de-
tected no electric current is applied to the sleeve.

9. Detection apparatus according to any of the preced-
ing claims, characterised in that the analysis
means is arranged to detect any of the following:
ethanol, acetaldehyde, trimethylamine, trans-3-me-
thyl-2 hexanoic acid, pentyl pentanoate, putrescene,
glucose, drugs and medicines and their metabolites,
such as oxazepine, benzoylecgonine, cotinine, tet-
rahydrocannibinol; hydration levels, HbA1c, cardiac
markers, ions, or other biometric indicators such as
neurochemicals including serotonin, dopamine and
noradrenaline, oxytocin, cortisol.

10. Detection apparatus according to any of the preced-
ing claims, characterised in that the apparatus also
includes fingerprint recognition means.

11. Detection apparatus according to any of the preced-
ing claims, characterised in that the apparatus in-
cludes timing means, and the apparatus is config-
ured such that the analysis means only operates af-
ter a set time interval after a person’s finger has been
inserted into the sleeve, so as to permit equilibration.

12. A method of detection of a substance, the method
comprising using an apparatus according to any of
the preceding paragraphs.

13. A method according to claim 12, characterised in
that the method comprises detecting for the pres-
ence of any of: ethanol, acetaldehyde, trimethyl-
amine, trans-3-methyl-2 hexenoic acid, pentyl pen-
tanoate, putrescene, glucose, drugs and medicines
and their metabolites, oxazepine, benzoylecgonine,
cotinine, tetrahydrocannibinol; hydration levels,
HbA1c, cardiac markers, ions, or other biometric in-
dicators such as neurochemicals including seroton-
in, dopamine and noradrenaline, oxytocin, cortisol.

14. A method according to claims 12 or 13, characterisd
in that two sequential analyses are made and the
results compared subject to a predetermined per-
missible variation, with a signal provided when the
variation has been exceeded and therefore the anal-
ysis has failed.

15. A method according to any of claims 12 to 14, char-
acterised in that a software calculation is used to
distinguish blood concentration based on the result
produced by reading any of the interstitial fluid of the
epidermis, the transdermal exudate, temperature or
other results produced by the device or a combina-
tion of these together.
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