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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to biological infor-
mation processing devices, and biological information
compression processing programs provided with a func-
tion to compress biological information, such as electro-
cardiographic information and pulse wave information.

Background Art

[0002] When the waveform data of a biological signal,
such as an electrocardiographic signal, is compressed,
the waveform of the biological signal may significantly
deteriorate and affect medical decision. Therefore, usu-
ally, the compression processing is not performed on the
biological signal. However, recently, there are also in-
creased opportunities for remote medical care and stor-
age of biological information, and various kinds of tech-
niques also have been proposed, which compress a bi-
ological signal using an audio compression technique
and output the compressed biological information to an
external terminal or memory (e.g., see Patent Literatures
1, 2).
[0003] Patent Literature 1 proposes a medical terminal
device that compresses the electrocardiographic data
converted to digital data and outputs the compressed
electrocardiographic data to a device on the doctor side
via a telephone line. Patent Literature 2 proposes a Holter
monitor device that compresses digital-converted elec-
trocardiographic data using a wavelet code transforma-
tion method and stores the compressed electrocardio-
graphic data into an external nonvolatile memory.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0004] US 6152883 A discloses a compression algo-
rithm for the compression of ECG recordings and uses
the Karhunen-Loeve Transform (KLT) to transform a set
of N sampled ECG beats from a matrix of NxM samples
into a form, from which a selected subset can be retained
for storage, transmission, or analysis. US 6152883 A pro-
poses, in order to reduce computation time and storage
space, a multirate downsampling operation may be ap-
plied, which retains the appropriate spectral information
in each block. Thereby downsampled beats are padded
to make them of uniform size, and a Karhunen-Loeve
Transform is applied to the sample set. Coefficients from
the Karhunen-Loeve Transform of the sample set are
retained for each beat. Furthermore, the KLT com-
pressed data may be reconstituted by reverse KLT trans-
forming the data.
[0005] US 2003/0083581 A1 discloses a method of au-
tomatically selecting a physiological data manipulation
process, wherein, after raw data including an asynchro-

nous component having diagnostic information and in-
cluding a synchronous component is received, the asyn-
chronous component is separated from the synchronous
component. In US 2003/0083581 A1, a data manipula-
tion process based on the diagnostic information is au-
tomatically selected based on the signal conditions gen-
erated during an analysis process.
[0006]

Patent Literature 3 : Japanese Patent Laid-open No.
2002-159451
Patent Literature 4 : Japanese Patent Laid-Open No.
1996-299293

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0007] Because the waveform of a biological signal,
such as an electrocardiographic signal, is usually an im-
pulse-shaped waveform, the information on up to a rel-
atively high frequency band is needed in order to pre-
cisely decode a compressed biological signal. Therefore,
with the conventional audio compression technique, it is
difficult to compress biological information at a sufficiently
high compression rate (e.g., compression rate higher
than 1/10). Moreover, in transmitting biological informa-
tion via a communication network, the biological informa-
tion needs to be compressed at a higher compression
rate. The present invention is defined by the independent
claim. Dependent claims specify advantageous embod-
iments thereof.
[0008] The present invention has been made in view
of the above circumstances, and an object of the present
invention is to provide a biological information processing
device and a biological information compression
processing program capable of compressing biological
information at a higher compression rate. Solution to
Problem
[0009] In order to solve the above-described problems,
a first biological information processing device according
to the present invention includes: a peak detection unit
configured to detect peaks of a biological signal gener-
ated in a cardiac cycle; a waveform clipping unit config-
ured to clip out a first peak-to-peak biological signal be-
tween two peaks, which are adjacent on a time axis of
the biological signal, on the basis of detection results of
the peak detection unit; a resampling unit configured to
transform the first peak-to-peak biological signal to a sec-
ond peak-to-peak biological signal of a prescribed
number of samples; an orthogonal transformation unit
configured to generate orthogonal transformation coeffi-
cients by performing an orthogonal transformation on the
second peak-to-peak biological signal; a differential
processing unit configured to generate a differential sig-
nal of the orthogonal transformation coefficients on the
time axis; and an encoding unit configured to encode the
differential signal.
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[0010] Note that, the "biological signal (biological in-
formation)" as used herein refers to a biological signal
(biological information) whose amplitude varies substan-
tially-periodically in synchronization with a cardiac cycle,
such as an electrocardiographic signal or a pulsebeat
signal.
[0011] A second biological information processing de-
vice includes: a control unit configured to control opera-
tions of processes of: detecting peaks of a biological sig-
nal generated in a cardiac cycle; clipping out a first peak-
to-peak biological signal between two peaks, which are
adjacent on a time axis of the biological signal, on the
basis of detection results of the peaks; transforming the
first peak-to-peak biological signal to a second peak-to-
peak biological signal of a prescribed number of samples;
performing an orthogonal transformation on the second
peak-to-peak biological signal to generate orthogonal
transformation coefficients; generating a differential sig-
nal of the orthogonal transformation coefficients on the
time axis; and encoding the differential signal.
[0012] A biological information processing system in-
cludes the first biological information processing device
according to the present invention and a biological infor-
mation decoding device that decodes a biological signal
from the signal encoded by the encoding unit.
[0013] Furthermore, with a compression processing
program according to the present invention, the peaks
of a biological signal generated in a cardiac cycle are
detected first. Next, on the basis of detection results of
the peak, a first peak-to-peak biological signal between
two peaks, which are adjacent on a time axis of the bio-
logical signal, is clipped out. Next, the first peak-to-peak
biological signal is transformed to a second peak-to-peak
biological signal of a prescribed number of samples.
Next, orthogonal transformation coefficients are gener-
ated by performing an orthogonal transformation on the
second peak-to-peak biological signal. Next, a differen-
tial signal of the orthogonal transformation coefficients
on the time axis is generated. Then, the difference signal
is encoded. Advantageous Effects of Invention
[0014] As described above, in the biological informa-
tion compression technique according to the present in-
vention, the first peak-to-peak biological signal clipped
out from a biological signal is transformed (normalized)
to the second peak-to-peak biological signal of a pre-
scribed number of samples. Furthermore, in the present
invention, the encoding processing is performed on a dif-
ferential signal between the orthogonal transformation
coefficients of the normalized second peak-to-peak bio-
logical signal so as to compress the biological signal.
Therefore, according to the present invention, biological
information can be compressed at a higher compression
rate.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0015]

FIG. 1 is a waveform chart of an electrocardiographic
signal.
FIG. 2 is a waveform chart of the electrocardiograph-
ic signal clipped out in an R-R period.
FIGS. 3A and 3B are waveform charts of an electro-
cardiographic signal before and after resampling
processing, respectively.
FIG. 4 is a graph illustrating the time change char-
acteristics of orthogonal transformation coefficients.
FIG. 5 is a general block configuration diagram of a
biological information processing system.
FIG. 6 is a general block configuration diagram of a
biological information processing device (basic con-
figuration example).
FIG. 7 is a general block configuration diagram of a
biological information processing device of a variant.
FIG. 8 is a general block configuration diagram of a
biological information decoding device.
FIG. 9 is a flow chart illustrating a procedure of elec-
trocardiographic information compression process-
ing in the biological information processing device.
FIG. 10 is a flow chart illustrating a procedure of elec-
trocardiographic information decoding processing in
the biological information decoding device.

Description of Embodiments

[0016] Hereinafter, an example of a biological informa-
tion processing device according to an embodiment of
the present invention is described with reference to the
accompanying drawings. Note that, in the description be-
low, as a biological signal, an electrocardiographic signal
is taken as the example and described, but the present
invention is not limited thereto. The compression tech-
nique according to the present invention can be applied
to any biological signal whose amplitude varies substan-
tially-periodically in synchronization with a cardiac cycle,
such as a pulsebeat signal, and the same effect can be
obtained.

<1. Operation Principle of Compression and Decoding 
of Biological Information>

[Compression Principle of Electrocardiographic Signal]

[0017] First, the principle of an electrocardiographic in-
formation compression method in the present invention
is described. FIG. 1 illustrates an example of the wave-
form of an electrocardiographic signal. Note that, the hor-
izontal axis of the characteristics illustrated in FIG. 1 rep-
resents a sample index on the time axis (i.e., the hori-
zontal axis is the time axis), while the vertical axis rep-
resents the amplitude of an electrocardiographic signal
S.
[0018] Usually, in the waveform of the electrocardio-
graphic signal S, as illustrated in FIG. 1, peaks P (peak
generated in a cardiac cycle) of an R wave are generated
substantially at an equal interval. On the time axis (on
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the horizontal axis of FIG. 1), the signal waveform in the
period (hereinafter, referred to as the R-R period) be-
tween two peaks P of the R wave adjacent to each other,
is repeatedly generated in substantially the same wave-
form. However, the generation cycle (R-R period) of the
peak P of the R wave is not always constant but varies
slightly, i.e., a fluctuation is generated in the generating
position of the peak P of the R wave. In the present in-
vention, this fluctuation of the electrocardiographic wave-
form is removed and compression processing is per-
formed on the electrocardiographic signal S whose fluc-
tuation is removed.
[0019] Specifically, first, from the detected electrocar-
diographic signal S, an electrocardiographic signal is
clipped out (extracted) for each R-R period. FIG. 2 illus-
trates an example of the waveform of the clipped elec-
trocardiographic signal dS(n0) (n0 is a sample index (0
to N0-1) on the time axis) in the R-R period. Note that,
the horizontal axis of the characteristic illustrated in FIG.
2 represents the sample index n0 on the time axis, while
the vertical axis represents the amplitude of the electro-
cardiographic signal.
[0020] As described above, the R-R period also varies
slightly because there is a fluctuation in the generating
position of the peak P of the R wave. Therefore, the
number of samples N0 (sampling number) of the elec-
trocardiographic signal dS(n0) (hereinafter, referred to
as an inter-peak electrocardiographic signal dS(n0))
clipped out in the R-R period also varies depending on
a time zone to clip out.
[0021] Then, in the present invention, the inter-peak
electrocardiographic signal dS(n0) is resampled (normal-
ized) with a prescribed number of samples N, so that the
number of samples of all the inter-peak electrocardio-
graphic signals after resampling processing is set con-
stant. Note that, as the resampling method, a method,
such as a Lagrange’s method or a spline method, can
be used. The number of samples N in resampling may
be larger or smaller than the number of samples N0 of
the inter-peak electrocardiographic signal dS(n0).
[0022] FIGS. 3A and 3B illustrate the waveforms of the
electrocardiographic signals S before resampling
processing and the waveforms of the electrocardiograph-
ic signals Sr after resampling processing, respectively.
Note that, the horizontal axis of the characteristics illus-
trated in FIGS. 3A and 3B represents the time, while the
vertical axis represents the amplitude of the electrocar-
diographic signal. FIGS. 3A and 3B illustrate an example
in the case where the number of samples N in resampling
is set smaller than the minimum value of the number of
samples N0 of the inter-peak electrocardiographic signal
dS(n0).
[0023] In the electrocardiographic signal Sr after resa-
mpling processing, in which the resampled (normalized)
inter-peak electrocardiographic signals (x(n) to be de-
scribed later) are arranged in chronological order, the
generation cycle (R-R period) of the peak P of the R wave
is constant. That is, the inter-peak electrocardiographic

signal dS(n0) of actual data is resampled, so that in the
electrocardiographic signal Sr after resampling process-
ing, the above-described fluctuation in the generating po-
sition of the peak P of the R wave (a fluctuation of the R-
R period) is removed. Moreover, due to this resampling
processing, the waveforms of the inter-peak electrocar-
diographic signal x(n) normalized in each R-R period
have mutually similar shapes regardless of the time zone
of the R-R period.
[0024] Next, the normalized inter-peak electrocardio-
graphic signal x(n) (n is the sample index (0 to N-1) on
the time axis) is divided into a prescribed number (in an
embodiment to be described later, the same number as
the number of samples N of the normalized inter-peak
electrocardiographic signal x(n)) of frequency bands to
be subjected to orthogonal transformation. In this case,
as the orthogonal transformation method, a method, such
as DCT (Discrete Cosine Transform), MDCT (Modified
DCT), LOT (Lapped Orthogonal Transform), or WHT
(Walsh-Hadamard Transform), can be used.
[0025] By the above-described orthogonal transforma-
tion, the inter-peak electrocardiographic signal x(n) in the
time domain is transformed to a signal in the frequency
domain, i.e., to an orthogonal transformation coefficient
X(k) (k is the index of a divided frequency band) . Once
the normalized inter-peak electrocardiographic signal
x(n) is subjected to orthogonal transformation in this man-
ner, the high frequency components in the inter-peak
electrocardiographic signal x(n) are transformed to an
integer (DC component) and is therefore transformed to
the data easy to be compressed (data that can be com-
pressed at a high compression rate).
[0026] Moreover, as described above, the waveforms
of the normalized inter-peak electrocardiographic signal
x(n) have mutually similar shapes regardless of the time
zone of the R-R period, and therefore the difference be-
tween an orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k) cal-
culated in a prescribed R-R period and an orthogonal
transformation coefficient X(k) calculated in the R-R pe-
riod immediately before or immediately after the pre-
scribed R-R period, decreases. That is, the orthogonal
transformation coefficient X (k) calculated for each R-R
period varies continuously and gently with respect to
time.
[0027] FIG. 4 illustrates an example of the time change
characteristics of the orthogonal transformation coeffi-
cient X(k) . FIG. 4 illustrates the time change character-
istic of the orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k) that
is obtained when the normalized inter-peak electrocar-
diographic signal x(n) is subjected to orthogonal trans-
formation by MDCT. Note that, the horizontal axis of the
characteristics illustrated in FIG. 4 represents time, while
the vertical axis represents the value of the MDCT coef-
ficient (X(k)). The characteristics illustrated in FIG. 4 are
the characteristics when each MDCT coefficient calcu-
lated for each R-R period is plotted sequentially in chron-
ological order. FIG. 4 illustrates the time change charac-
teristic of each MDCT coefficient of k=0 to 7. As apparent
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also from FIG. 4, it can be seen that by performing an
orthogonal transformation on the normalized inter-peak
electrocardiographic signal x(n) by MDCT, the value of
the orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k) (MDCT co-
efficient) varies continuously and gently with respect to
time.
[0028] Next, in the present invention, a differential sig-
nal dX(k) of the orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k)
is calculated on the time axis. As described above, the
value of the orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k)
varies continuously and gently with respect to time.
Therefore, the time series data of the differential signal
dX(k) obtained by this differential processing is not the
data in which the value of the differential signal dX(k)
varies for each sample, but the data in which the differ-
ential signal dX (k) of the same value is continuously
arranged for a prescribed period. That is, the format of
the time series data of the differential signal dX(k) results
in a format that can be easily compressed at a higher
compression rate by conventionally known encoding
processing.
[0029] Note that, the method for calculating the differ-
ential signal dX(k) is arbitrary, and for example, simply,
a difference value between an orthogonal transformation
coefficient X(k) at a prescribed time t and an orthogonal
transformation coefficient X(k) at a time t-1 immediately
before the prescribed time t (at the time one sample ear-
lier than the prescribed time t on the time axis) or at a
time t+1 immediately after the prescribed time t (at the
time one sample later than the prescribed time t on the
time axis) may be set to the differential signal dX(k) .
Moreover, a signal that is obtained by encoding this dif-
ference value using a method, such as DPCM (Differen-
tial Pulse Code Modulation) or ADPCM (Adaptive
DPCM), may be set to the differential signal dX(k). In the
case where the method of DPCM or ADPCM is used, the
amount of data can be further reduced because both the
difference calculation processing and the quantization
(encoding) processing will be actually performed on the
orthogonal transformation coefficient X (k) .
[0030] Then, the conventionally-known reversible en-
coding processing, such as an entropy-encoding
processing (Huffman code, arithmetic code, LZH code,
LZSS code, or the like), is performed on the time series
data of the differential signal dX(k) of the orthogonal
transformation coefficient X(k) that is calculated as de-
scribed above. In the present invention, electrocardio-
graphic information is compressed based on the above-
described principle.
[0031] As described above, the electrocardiographic
information compression device and program according
to the present invention make maximum use of the char-
acteristics of the waveform shape of the electrocardio-
graphic signal S in which the substantially the same
shaped waveform is repeated substantially-periodically,
and can achieve a very high compression rate as com-
pared with the conventional compression method (the
method in which the inter-peak electrocardiographic sig-

nal dS(n0) is not normalized with a prescribed number
of samples N). For example, the compression rate of the
conventional compression method is approximately 1/10
at the most, but the compression rate on the order of
1/100 can be achieved with the compression method ac-
cording to the present invention.

[Principle on Electrocardiographic Information Expan-
sion and Decoding]

[0032] Next, the principle on the expansion and decod-
ing method of the compressed electrocardiographic sig-
nal Sc is described. In the present example, basically,
processing opposite to the above-described compres-
sion processing of the electrocardiographic signal S is
applied to perform the expansion and decoding of the
compressed electrocardiographic signal Sc.
[0033] First, decoding processing is performed on the
electrocardiographic signal Sc, which is compressed
based on the above-described principle, so as to decode
the time series data of the differential signal dX(k) of the
orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k) . Note that, in
this case, the time series data of the differential signal
dX(k) is decoded using decoding processing correspond-
ing to the encoding processing that is used in compress-
ing the electrocardiographic signal S.
[0034] Next, the orthogonal transformation coefficient
X(k) is calculated from the time series data of the decoded
differential signal dX(k) (differential decoding process-
ing). Note that, in this case, the orthogonal transformation
coefficient X(k) is decoded using a decoding method cor-
responding to the method for calculating the differential
signal dX(k) that is used in compressing the electrocar-
diographic signal S.
[0035] Next, the orthogonal transformation coefficient
X(k) is subjected to inverse orthogonal transformation.
Thus, the orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k) in
the frequency domain is transformed to the normalized
inter-peak electrocardiographic signal x(n) in the time do-
main. Note that, in this case, the normalized inter-peak
electrocardiographic signal x(n) is calculated using an
inverse orthogonal transformation method (e.g., IDCT
(Inverse DCT), IMDCT (Inverse MDCT), or the like) cor-
responding to the orthogonal transformation method that
is used in compressing the electrocardiographic signal S.
[0036] Next, the normalized inter-peak electrocardio-
graphic signal x(n) is resampled with the number of sam-
ples N0 of actual data (dS(n0)) of the corresponding inter-
peak electrocardiographic signal to calculate the actual
data (dS(n0)) of the inter-peak electrocardiographic sig-
nal. Note that, in this case, as the resampling method,
the same method as the resampling method (e.g., La-
grange’s method, spline method, or the like) that is used
in compressing the electrocardiographic signal S is pref-
erably used. Then, the inter-peak electrocardiographic
signals dS(n0) obtained as described above are com-
bined sequentially in chronological order so as to decode
the actual data of the electrocardiographic signal S.
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<2. Example of Configuration of Biological information 
Processing System (Biological Information Processing 
Device)>

[0037] Next, a non-claimed example of the configura-
tion of the biological information processing system, the
biological information processing device, and the biolog-
ical information decoding device for achieving the above-
described operation principle of the electrocardiographic
information compression and decoding is described.

[Biological Information Processing System]

[0038] FIG. 5 illustrates the general block configuration
of the biological information processing system. A bio-
logical information processing system 1 includes an elec-
trocardiographic information transmission-side device 2
and an electrocardiographic information receiving-side
device 3. In the example illustrated in FIG. 5, for example,
the transmission-side device 2 is provided on a patient
side, while the receiving-side device 3 is provided on a
facility side, such as a hospital, where health care of the
patient is performed. Note that, in the embodiment, an
example is described, in which electrocardiographic in-
formation is transmitted from the transmission-side de-
vice 2 to the receiving-side device 3 via wireless com-
munication or wired communication.
[0039] The transmission-side device 2 has an electro-
cardiographic sensor 4 and a biological information
processing device 10 electrically connected to the elec-
trocardiographic sensor 4.
[0040] The electrocardiographic sensor 4 is attached
to a patient and detects the patient’s electrocardiographic
signal. Then, the electrocardiographic sensor 4 outputs
the detected electrocardiographic signal S (electrocardi-
ographic information) to the biological information
processing device 10.
[0041] The biological information processing device 10
can be constituted by a device, such as a personal com-
puter, a portable communication terminal device, or a
dedicated information processing device. The biological
information processing device 10 acquires the patient’s
electrocardiographic signal S (electrocardiographic da-
ta) from the electrocardiographic sensor 4. Next, the bi-
ological information processing device 10 compresses
the acquired electrocardiographic signal S using the
above-described compression method. Then, the biolog-
ical information processing device 10 transmits a com-
pressed electrocardiographic signal Sc to the receiving-
side device 3 via communication. Note that the internal
configuration and more detailed operation (function) of
the biological information processing device 10 are de-
scribed later.
[0042] The receiving-side device 3 has an output de-
vice 5 and a biological information decoding device 20
electrically connected to the output device 5.
[0043] The output device 5 can be constituted by a
device, such as a display device for displaying an image

of the decoded electrocardiographic signal S or a printing
device for printing out the electrocardiographic signal S.
[0044] The biological information decoding device 20
can be constituted by a device, such as a personal com-
puter, a portable communication terminal device, or a
dedicated information processing device. The biological
information decoding device 20 decodes the received
compression signal (Sc) of the electrocardiographic sig-
nal S using the above-described expansion and decoding
method. Then, the biological information decoding de-
vice 20 outputs the decoded electrocardiographic signal
S to the output device 5. Note that the internal configu-
ration and more detailed operation (function) of the bio-
logical information decoding device 20 are described lat-
er.

[Biological Information Processing Device]

(1) Example of Basic Configuration

[0045] Next, the basic configuration of the inside of the
biological information processing device 10 and the func-
tion of each unit are described with reference to FIG. 6.
FIG. 6 is the internal block configuration diagram of the
biological information processing device 10. In FIG. 6,
for simplicity of description, only the configuration involv-
ing in electrocardiographic information compression
processing is mainly illustrated.
[0046] The biological information processing device 10
includes a compression module unit 11 and a control unit
12. Note that, the biological information processing de-
vice 10 may include a storage unit for storing data, such
as the compressed electrocardiographic signal Sc, a re-
sampling rate Rn to be described later, and an initial value
X0(k) of the orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k) to
be described later.
[0047] The compression module unit 11 includes a
peak detection unit 13, a waveform clipping unit 14, a
resampling unit 15, an orthogonal transformation unit 16,
a differential processing unit 17, an encoding unit 18, and
a compression data output unit 19 (transmission unit).
[0048] The peak detection unit 13 is connected to the
electrocardiographic sensor 4 (see FIG. 5), and detects
the peak P (see FIG. 1) of the R wave of the electrocar-
diographic signal S input from the electrocardiographic
sensor 4. Note that, as the method for detecting the peak
P of the R wave of the electrocardiographic signal S in
the peak detection unit 13, any method used in the con-
ventional signal processing is used. The peak detection
unit 13 is connected to the waveform clipping unit 14,
and outputs the detection result of the peak P to the wave-
form clipping unit 14. For example, the peak detection
unit 13 outputs a signal with the waveform, in which a
pulse is generated at a timing corresponding to the peak
P of the R wave, to the waveform clipping unit 14 as the
detection result of the peak P.
[0049] The waveform clipping unit 14 is connected to
the electrocardiographic sensor 4 and the peak detection
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unit 13. Based on the detection result of the peak P of
the R wave of the electrocardiographic signal S input
from the peak detection unit 13, the waveform clipping
unit 14 clips out the inter-peak electrocardiographic sig-
nal dS(n0) (a first peak-to-peak biological signal) as il-
lustrated in FIG. 2, for example. Moreover, the waveform
clipping unit 14 is connected to the resampling unit 15,
and outputs the clipped inter-peak electrocardiographic
signal dS(n0) to the resampling unit 15. Specifically,
based on the peak detection result input from the peak
detection unit 13, the waveform clipping unit 14 outputs
the actual data (dS(n0)) between the peak P of the R
wave at a prescribed time and the peak P of the next R
wave to the resampling unit 15.
[0050] Using a method, such as the Lagrange’s meth-
od or the spline method, the resampling unit 15 trans-
forms (resamples) the inter-peak electrocardiographic
signal dS (n0) of the number of samples N0, which is
input from the waveform clipping unit 14, to the inter-peak
electrocardiographic signal x(n) (a second peak-to-peak
biological signal) of the prescribed number of samples N
(e.g., N=512). The resampling unit 15 also calculates the
resampling rate Rn (=N0/N) of the inter-peak electrocar-
diographic signal dS(n0).
[0051] The resampling unit 15 is connected to the or-
thogonal transformation unit 16 and outputs the normal-
ized inter-peak electrocardiographic signal x(n) to the or-
thogonal transformation unit 16. Moreover, the resam-
pling unit 15 is connected to the compression data output
unit 19, and outputs the resampling rate Rn correspond-
ing to the inter-peak electrocardiographic signal x(n),
which is output to the orthogonal transformation unit 16,
to the compression data output unit 19. Note that, in this
case, the resampling unit 15 may output the number of
samples N0 of the corresponding inter-peak electrocar-
diographic signal dS (n0), in place of the resampling rate
Rn, to the compression data output unit 19.
[0052] The orthogonal transformation unit 16, using a
method, such as DCT and MDCT, divides the normalized
inter-peak electrocardiographic signal x(n), which is input
from the resampling unit 15, into a prescribed number of
frequency bands, and performs orthogonal transforma-
tion on the resulting signal to generate the orthogonal
transformation coefficient X(k) (k= 0 to N-1). Note that,
in the embodiment, the normalized inter-peak electrocar-
diographic signal x(n) is divided into the same number
of frequency bands as the number of samples N. More-
over, the orthogonal transformation unit 16 is connected
to the differential processing unit 17 and outputs the gen-
erated orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k) to the
differential processing unit 17.
[0053] The differential processing unit 17 generates
the differential signal dX(k) on the time axis of the orthog-
onal transformation coefficient X(k) that is input from the
orthogonal transformation unit 16. Moreover, the differ-
ential processing unit 17 is connected to the encoding
unit 18 and outputs the generated differential signal dX(k)
to the encoding unit 18. Furthermore, the differential

processing unit 17 is connected to the compression data
output unit 19, and outputs to the compression data out-
put unit 19 the orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k)
of the peak electrocardiographic signal x(n) to be proc-
essed first on the time axis (i.e., the initial value X0(k) of
the orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k)). Note that
the initial value X0(k) of the orthogonal transformation
coefficient X(k) is used in decoding the orthogonal trans-
formation coefficient X(k) from the differential signal
dX(k) in the biological information decoding device 20.
[0054] The encoding unit 18 performs prescribed en-
coding processing, such as entropy encoding process-
ing, on the differential signal dX(k) of the orthogonal
transformation coefficient X(k) input from the differential
processing unit 17, to encode the differential signal
dX(k) . The encoding unit 18 is connected to the com-
pression data output unit 19, and outputs the encoded
signal, i.e., the compressed electrocardiographic signal
Sc, to the compression data output unit 19.
[0055] The compression data output unit 19 applies a
prescribed modulation to the compressed electrocardio-
graphic signal Sc input from the encoding unit 18, to the
resampling rate Rn input from the resampling unit 15,
and to the initial value X0(k) of the orthogonal transfor-
mation coefficient X(k) input from the differential process-
ing unit 17, to generate a transmission signal. Then, the
compression data output unit 19 transmits the generated
transmission signal to the biological information decod-
ing device 20. Note that, in this case, the compression
data output unit 19 may transmit a corresponding trans-
mission signal for each R-R period to the biological in-
formation decoding device 20, or may store the data of
the compressed electrocardiographic signal Sc, which is
input from the encoding unit 18, for a prescribed period
and then transmit these data collectively to the biological
information decoding device 20.
[0056] The control unit 12 is constituted by a calcula-
tion unit, such as a CPU (Central Processing Unit), which
controls the whole operation of the biological information
processing device 10. Then, in the embodiment, the con-
trol unit 12 controls the operation of each unit inside the
compression module unit 11 described above, i.e., the
operation of electrocardiographic information compres-
sion processing.

(2) Variant

[0057] In transmitting a transmission signal to the bio-
logical information decoding device 20 from the compres-
sion data output unit 19, when the information transmis-
sion amount of a transmission path is defined in advance,
and when the information amount of a transmission sig-
nal output from the compression data output unit 19 ex-
ceeds the defined information transmission amount,
quantization processing may be preferably further per-
formed on the orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k)
of the normalized inter-peak electrocardiographic signal
x(n).
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[0058] FIG. 7 illustrates an example (variant) in this
case. FIG. 7 is the general configuration block diagram
of a biological information processing device 30 of the
variant. Moreover, in the biological information process-
ing device 30 illustrated in FIG. 7, the same reference
numeral is attached to the same component as that in
the biological information processing device 10 of the
above-described embodiment (basic configuration ex-
ample) illustrated in FIG. 6.
[0059] As apparent from the comparison between FIG.
7 and FIG. 6, the biological information processing device
30 of this example has the configuration in which a quan-
tization unit 32 is provided between the orthogonal trans-
formation unit 16 and the differential processing unit 17
in the biological information processing device 10 of the
above-described embodiment. In this example, the con-
figuration other than the quantization unit 32 inside a
compression module unit 31 is the same as the corre-
sponding configuration of the biological information
processing device 10 of the above-described embodi-
ment.
[0060] The quantization unit 32 quantizes (rounds off)
the orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k), which is
input from the orthogonal transformation unit 16, and
transforms it into a discrete integer value defined by a
prescribed quantization step size. That is, the quantiza-
tion unit 32 further discretizes the orthogonal transforma-
tion coefficient X(k), which is input from the orthogonal
transformation unit 16, to reduce the data amount there-
of.
[0061] As described above, in the configuration of this
example, the data amount of a transmission signal can
be further reduced by the quantization unit 32. Therefore,
even in a system in which the information transmission
amount is defined in advance, electrocardiographic in-
formation can be easily transmitted from the compression
data output unit 19 to the biological information decoding
device 20.
[0062] Note that, in the example illustrated in FIG. 7,
an example has been described in which the quantization
processing is performed on the orthogonal transforma-
tion coefficient X(k), but the present invention is not lim-
ited thereto. The quantization processing may be per-
formed on the differential signal dX (k) of the orthogonal
transformation coefficient X (k) . In this case, the quan-
tization unit 32 is provided between the differential
processing unit 17 and the encoding unit 18. Moreover,
in the case where in the differential processing unit 17
the differential signal dX(k) is calculated using a method,
such as ADPCM, the quantization unit 32 may not be
provided because the quantization processing is per-
formed substantially inside the differential processing
unit 17.
[0063] In the above-described embodiment and vari-
ant, each unit of the compression module unit may be
constituted by hardware so as to realize the above-de-
scribed electrocardiographic information compression
processing, but the above-described electrocardio-

graphic information compression processing may be ex-
ecuted using a prescribed compression processing pro-
gram (software) . In this case, the compression process-
ing program is stored into a storage unit, such as a non-
illustrated ROM (Read Only Memory) inside the biologi-
cal information processing device. Then, when the com-
pression processing is executed, the control unit 12 reads
(expands) the compression processing program to a non-
illustrated RAM (Random Access Memory), and per-
forms the above-described electrocardiographic infor-
mation compression processing.
[0064] Moreover, in the case where the compression
processing program is used, the compression process-
ing program may be installed into a storage unit in ad-
vance, or the compression processing program may be
separately installed into the biological information
processing device from the outside so as to execute the
above-described compression processing. In the latter
case, the compression processing program may be dis-
tributed from a medium, such as an optical disk or a sem-
iconductor memory, or may be downloaded via transmis-
sion means, such as the Internet.

[Biological Information Decoding Device]

[0065] Next, the internal configuration of the biological
information decoding device 20 and the function of each
unit are described with reference to FIG. 8. FIG. 8 is the
internal block configuration diagram of the biological in-
formation decoding device 20. In FIG. 8, for simplicity of
description, only the configuration involving in the elec-
trocardiographic information expansion and decoding
processing are mainly illustrated.
[0066] The biological information decoding device 20
includes a decoding module unit 21 and a control unit
22. Note that, the biological information decoding device
20 may include a storage unit for storing data, such as
the compressed electrocardiographic signal Sc, the re-
sampling rate Rn, and the initial value X0(k) of the or-
thogonal transformation coefficient X(k), which are trans-
mitted from the biological information processing device
10.
[0067] The decoding module unit 21 includes a com-
pression data input unit 23 (receiving unit), a decoding
unit 24, a differential decoding unit 25, an inverse orthog-
onal transformation unit 26, and a resampling unit 27.
[0068] The compression data input unit 23 receives
data of, the compressed electrocardiographic signal Sc,
the resampling rate Rn, and the initial X0(k) of the or-
thogonal transformation coefficient X(k), which are trans-
mitted from the biological information processing device
10 (compression data output unit 19), and demodulates
the received signal.
[0069] The compression data input unit 23 is connect-
ed to the decoding unit 24 and outputs the compression
data (Sc) of the demodulated electrocardiographic signal
S to the decoding unit 24. Moreover, the compression
data input unit 23 is connected to the resampling unit 27
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and outputs the data of the demodulated resampling rate
Rn to the resampling unit 27. Furthermore, the compres-
sion data input unit 23 is connected to the differential
decoding unit 25 and outputs the initial value X0(k) of the
demodulated orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k)
to the differential decoding unit 25.
[0070] The decoding unit 24 performs a prescribed de-
coding processing on the compressed electrocardio-
graphic signal Sc that is input from the compression data
input unit 23, to decode the differential signal dX(k) on
the time axis of the orthogonal transformation coefficient
X(k) (k=0 to N-1). Note that, in this case, the decoding
unit 24 decodes the differential signal dX(k) using a de-
coding method corresponding to the encoding method
that is used in compressing the electrocardiographic sig-
nal S. Moreover, the decoding unit 24 is connected to
the differential decoding unit 25 and outputs the decoded
differential signal dX (k) to the differential decoding unit
25.
[0071] The differential decoding unit 25 calculates the
orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k), based on the
time series data of the differential signal dX(k) input from
the decoding unit 24 and the initial value X0(k) of the
orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k) input from the
compression data input unit 23. Note that, in this case,
the differential decoding unit 25 decodes the orthogonal
transformation coefficient X(k) using a decoding method
corresponding to the method for calculating the differen-
tial signal dX(k) that is used in compressing the electro-
cardiographic signal S. Moreover, the differential decod-
ing unit 25 is connected to the inverse orthogonal trans-
formation unit 26 and outputs the calculated orthogonal
transformation coefficient X(k) to the inverse orthogonal
transformation unit 26.
[0072] The inverse orthogonal transformation unit 26
performs a prescribed inverse orthogonal transformation
processing on the orthogonal transformation coefficient
X(k) input from the differential decoding unit 25, to trans-
form the orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k) (sig-
nal in the frequency domain) to the normalized inter-peak
electrocardiographic signal x(n) (signal in the time do-
main). Note that, in this case, the inverse orthogonal
transformation unit 26 calculates the inter-peak electro-
cardiographic signal x(n) using an inverse orthogonal
transformation method corresponding to the orthogonal
transformation method that is used in compressing the
electrocardiographic signal S. Moreover, the inverse or-
thogonal transformation unit 26 is connected to the re-
sampling unit 27 and outputs the normalized inter-peak
electrocardiographic signal x(n) to the resampling unit 27.
[0073] Based on the normalized inter-peak electrocar-
diographic signal x(n) input from the inverse orthogonal
transformation unit 26 and the resampling rate Rn
(=N0/N) in the R-R period corresponding to this inter-
peak electrocardiographic signal x(n) input from the com-
pression data input unit 23, the resampling unit 27 resa-
mples this inter-peak electrocardiographic signal x(n)
with the number of samples N0 to decode the corre-

sponding inter-peak electrocardiographic signal dS(n0)
(actual data) . Moreover, the resampling unit 27 is con-
nected to the output device 5 and sequentially outputs
the decoded inter-peak electrocardiographic signal
dS(n0) to the output device 5. Thus, the decoded elec-
trocardiographic signal S is output to the output device
5 from the biological information decoding device 20.
[0074] Note that, in the above-described embodiment,
each unit inside the decoding module unit 21 may be
constituted by hardware so as to realize the above-de-
scribed electrocardiographic information decoding
processing, or the above-described electrocardiographic
information decoding processing may be executed using
a prescribed decoding processing program (software).
In this case, the decoding processing program is stored
into a storage unit, such as a non-illustrated ROM inside
the biological information decoding device 20. Then,
when the decoding processing is executed, the control
unit 22 reads (expands) the decoding processing pro-
gram to a non-illustrated RAM, and performs the above-
described electrocardiographic information decoding
processing.
[0075] Moreover, in the case where the decoding
processing program is used, the decoding processing
program may be installed into the storage unit in advance,
or the decoding processing program may be separately
installed into the biological information decoding device
20 from the outside so as to execute the above-described
decoding processing. In the latter case, the decoding
processing program may be distributed from a medium,
such as an optical disk or a semiconductor memory, or
may be downloaded via transmission means, such as
the Internet.

<3. Example of Operation of Biological Information 
Processing System>

[Compression Operation]

[0076] Next, the electrocardiographic information
compression processing operation in the biological infor-
mation processing system 1 (biological information
processing device 10) of the embodiment is briefly de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 9. FIG. 9 is the flow chart
illustrating the procedure of the electrocardiographic in-
formation compression processing operation performed
by the biological information processing device 10.
[0077] Note that, in the embodiment, in the case where
the compression module unit 11 inside the biological in-
formation processing device 10 is constituted by hard-
ware, the control unit 12 controls each unit inside the
compression module unit 11 to execute an electrocardi-
ographic information compression operation described
below. Moreover, when the electrocardiographic infor-
mation compression operation described below is exe-
cuted using a compression processing program, the con-
trol unit 12 reads the compression processing program
to a RAM (not illustrated) and executes the compression
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operation.
[0078] In the electrocardiographic information com-
pression operation, first, as illustrated in FIG. 9, the bio-
logical information processing device 10 acquires the
electrocardiographic signal S from the electrocardio-
graphic sensor 4 (Step S1). Next, the biological informa-
tion processing device 10 detects the peak P of the R
wave of the acquired electrocardiographic signal S (Step
S2). Next, the biological information processing device
10 clips out the inter-peak electrocardiographic signal
dS(n0) from the electrocardiographic signal S based on
the detection result of the peak P of the R wave of the
electrocardiographic signal S in Step S2 (Step S3).
[0079] Next, the biological information processing de-
vice 10 resamples the clipped inter-peak electrocardio-
graphic signal dS(n0) with the prescribed number of sam-
ples N using a method, such as the Lagrange’s method
or the spline method (Step S4). With this resampling
processing, the normalized inter-peak electrocardio-
graphic signal x (n) is generated and a fluctuation in the
peak position of the R wave generated in actual data of
the electrocardiographic signal S (a fluctuation of the R-
R period) can be removed.
[0080] Next, the biological information processing de-
vice 10, using a method, such as DCT or MDCT, divides
the normalized inter-peak electrocardiographic signal
x(n) into the same number of frequency bands as the
number of samples N to perform orthogonal transforma-
tion (Step S5) . In the embodiment, in the normalized
inter-peak electrocardiographic signal x(n), a fluctuation
in the peak position of the R wave generated in actual
data of the electrocardiographic signal S (a fluctuation of
the R-R period) is removed. Therefore, the value of the
orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k) generated in
Step S5 varies continuously and gently with respect to
time as described in FIG. 4.
[0081] Next, the biological information processing de-
vice 10 generates the differential signal dX(k) on the time
axis of the orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k)
(Step S6). This differential processing generates the time
series data of the differential signal dX(k) having a data
format that can be easily compressed at a higher com-
pression rate. Next, the biological information processing
device 10 encodes the differential signal dX (k) using a
conventionally known encoding method, such as the en-
tropy encoding method (Step S7).
[0082] In the embodiment, the electrocardiographic in-
formation (electrocardiographic signal S) is compressed
in this manner. Then, the biological information process-
ing device 10 transmits the compression data (Sc) of the
electrocardiographic signal S generated as described
above, the resampling rate Rn of the inter-peak electro-
cardiographic signal dS(n0) for each R-R period, and the
initial value X0(k) of the orthogonal transformation coef-
ficient X(k) to the biological information decoding device
20.
[0083] Note that, in the biological information process-
ing device 30 (variant) including the quantization unit 32

as illustrated in FIG. 7, quantization processing is per-
formed between the above-described Step S5 and Step
S6 or between the above-described Step S6 and Step
S7. Specifically, the biological information processing de-
vice 30 performs quantization processing on the orthog-
onal transformation coefficient X(k) generated in Step S5
or on the differential signal dX(k) generated in Step S6.

[Expansion and Decoding Operation]

[0084] Next, the electrocardiographic information ex-
pansion and decoding processing operation in the bio-
logical information processing system 1 (biological infor-
mation decoding device 20) of the embodiment is briefly
described with reference to FIG. 10. FIG. 10 is a flow
chart illustrating the procedure of the electrocardiograph-
ic information expansion and decoding processing oper-
ation performed by the biological information decoding
device 20.
[0085] Note that, in the embodiment, in the case where
the decoding module unit 21 inside the biological infor-
mation decoding device 20 is constituted by hardware,
the control unit 22 controls each unit inside the decoding
module unit 21 to execute the electrocardiographic infor-
mation expansion and decoding operation described be-
low. Moreover, when the electrocardiographic informa-
tion expansion and decoding operation described below
is executed using a decoding processing program, the
control unit 22 reads the decoding processing program
to a RAM (not shown) and executes the expansion and
decoding operation.
[0086] In the electrocardiographic information expan-
sion and decoding operation, first, as illustrated in FIG.
10, the biological information decoding device 20 re-
ceives a transmission signal transmitted from the biolog-
ical information processing device 10, and demodulates
the received signal. Thus, the biological information de-
coding device 20 acquires the compression data (Sc) of
the electrocardiographic signal S, the resampling rate Rn
of the inter-peak electrocardiographic signal dS (n0) for
each R-R period, and the initial value X0(k) of the orthog-
onal transformation coefficient X(k) (Step S11).
[0087] Next, the biological information decoding de-
vice 20 performs a prescribed decoding processing on
the compression data (Sc) of the electrocardiographic
signal S to generate the differential signal dX(k) of the
orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k) (Step S12).
Note that, in this case, the compression data (Sc) of the
electrocardiographic signal S is decoded using a decod-
ing method corresponding to the encoding method that
is used in compressing the electrocardiographic signal
S. For example, in the case where an entropy encoding
method is used in compressing the electrocardiographic
signal S, the biological information decoding device 20
decodes the compression data using the entropy decod-
ing method.
[0088] Next, the biological information decoding de-
vice 20 performs a prescribed differential decoding
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processing based on the time series data of the differen-
tial signal dX(k) generated in Step S12 and the initial
value X0(k) of the orthogonal transformation coefficient
X (k) acquired in Step S11 to calculate the orthogonal
transformation coefficient X(k) (Step S13). Note that, in
this case, the biological information decoding device 20
calculates the orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k)
using a differential decoding method corresponding to
the differential method that is used in compressing the
electrocardiographic signal S. For example, in the case
where the differential signal dX(k) is generated by AD-
PCM in compressing the electrocardiographic signal S,
the biological information decoding device 20 decodes
the orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k) by AD-
PCM.
[0089] Next, the biological information decoding de-
vice 20 performs a prescribed inverse orthogonal trans-
formation processing on the orthogonal transformation
coefficient X(k), to transform the orthogonal transforma-
tion coefficient X(k) (signal in the frequency domain) to
the normalized inter-peak electrocardiographic signal
x(n) (signal in the time domain) (Step S14). Note that, in
this case, the biological information decoding device 20
calculates the normalized inter-peak electrocardiograph-
ic signal x(n) using an inverse orthogonal transformation
method corresponding to the orthogonal transformation
method that is used in compressing the electrocardio-
graphic signal S. For example, in the case where the
orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k) is generated
by MDCT in compressing the electrocardiographic signal
S, the biological information decoding device 20 trans-
forms the orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k) to
the inter-peak electrocardiographic signal x(n) by IMD-
CT.
[0090] Then, the biological information decoding de-
vice 20 resamples the normalized inter-peak electrocar-
diographic signal x(n) with the number of samples N0 of
actual data, based on the resampling rate Rn of the inter-
peak electrocardiographic signal dS(n0) acquired in Step
S11 (Step S15). Thus, the inter-peak electrocardiograph-
ic signal dS(n0) (actual data) is decoded.
[0091] Subsequently, the inter-peak electrocardio-
graphic signals dS(n0) are combined in chronological or-
der to decode the electrocardiographic signal S. In the
embodiment, the electrocardiographic information (elec-
trocardiographic signal S) is decoded in this manner.
[0092] As described above, in the embodiment, the ac-
tual data (dS(n0)) of the inter-peak electrocardiographic
signal is normalized so as to remove a fluctuation in the
peak position of the R wave generated in actual data of
the electrocardiographic signal S (a fluctuation of the R-
R period). Then, furthermore, the encoding processing
is performed on the differential signal (d) of the orthogonal
transformation coefficient X(k) of the normalized inter-
peak electrocardiographic signal x(n) to compress the
electrocardiographic signal S. Therefore, in the biological
information processing device 10 and biological informa-
tion processing system 1 of the embodiment, the biolog-

ical information can be compressed at a higher compres-
sion rate.
[0093] Note that, in the above-described embodiment,
a system has been taken as an example and described,
in which the compression data (Sc) of the electrocardio-
graphic signal S is transmitted via communication be-
tween the biological information processing device 10
and the biological information decoding device 20, but
the present invention is not limited thereto.
[0094] For example, the present invention can be ap-
plied also to a biological information processing system,
in which the biological information processing device 10
and the biological information decoding device 20 are
integrally provided and in which without modulating the
compression data (Sc) of the electrocardiographic signal
S, the compression data (Sc) is directly transmitted to
the biological information decoding device 20 from the
biological information processing device 10 . Here, the
same effect can be obtained. In this case, the compres-
sion data output unit 19 of the biological information
processing device 10 and the compression data input
unit 23 of the biological information decoding device 20
may be constituted by, for example, an I/O (Input/Output)
interface and the both may be electrically and directly
connected to each other.
[0095] Moreover, for example, a storage unit, in place
of the compression data output unit 19, may be provided
in the biological information processing device 10 where-
by the data, such as the compressed electrocardiograph-
ic signal Sc, the resampling rate Rn of the inter-peak
electrocardiographic signal dS(n0), and the initial value
X0(k) of the orthogonal transformation coefficient X(k),
may be stored into this storage unit without being trans-
mitted outside.

Reference Signs List

[0096] 1... biological information processing system,
2... transmission-side device, 3... receiving-side device,
4... electrocardiographic sensor, 5... output device, 10...
biological information processing device, 11... compres-
sion module unit, 12... control unit, 13... peak detection
unit, 14... waveform clipping unit, 15... resampling unit,
16... orthogonal transformation unit, 17... differential
processing unit, 18... encoding unit, 19... compression
data output unit, 20... biological information decoding de-
vice, 21... decoding module unit, 22... control unit, 23...
compression data input unit, 24... decoding unit, 25... dif-
ferential decoding unit, 26... inverse orthogonal transfor-
mation unit, 27... resampling unit

Claims

1. A biological information processing device (10),
comprising:

a peak detection unit (13) configured to detect
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peaks of a biological signal generated in a car-
diac cycle;
a waveform clipping unit (14) configured to clip
out a first peak-to-peak biological signal be-
tween two peaks, which are adjacent on a time
axis of the biological signal, on the basis of de-
tection results of the peak detection unit;
a resampling unit (15) configured to transform
the first peak-to-peak biological signal to a sec-
ond peak-to-peak biological signal of a pre-
scribed number of samples;
an orthogonal transformation unit (16) config-
ured to generate orthogonal transformation co-
efficients by performing an orthogonal transfor-
mation on the second peak-to-peak biological
signal;
the device being characterized by further com-
prising:

a differential processing unit (17) configured
to generate a differential signal of the or-
thogonal transformation coefficients on the
time axis; and
an encoding unit (18) configured to encode
the differential signal.

2. The biological information processing device ac-
cording to claim 1, further comprising a transmission
unit configured to transmit a signal encoded by the
encoding unit to an external device.

3. The biological information processing device ac-
cording to claim 1 or 2, further comprising a quanti-
zation unit (32) configured to quantize the orthogonal
transformation coefficient or the differential signal.

4. The biological information processing device ac-
cording to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the peak
of the biological signal is a peak of an R wave of an
electrocardiographic signal.

5. The biological information processing device ac-
cording to any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein the
number of samples of the first peak-to-peak biolog-
ical signal to be clipped out by the waveform clipping
unit varies depending on a time zone to be clipped
out.

6. The biological information processing device ac-
cording to any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein the re-
sampling unit is configured to transform the first
peak-to-peak biological signal to the second peak-
to-peak biological signal of the prescribed number
of samples using a Lagrange’s method or a spline
method.

7. The biological information processing device ac-
cording to any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein the re-

sampling unit is configured to calculate a resampling
rate of the first peak-to-peak biological signal.

8. The biological information processing device ac-
cording to any one of claims 1 to 7, wherein the or-
thogonal transformation unit is configured to divide
the second peak-to-peak biological signal into a pre-
scribed number of frequency bands to perform or-
thogonal transformation using any method of DCT,
MDCT, LOT and WHT, thereby generating the or-
thogonal transformation coefficients.

9. The biological information processing device ac-
cording to any one of claims 1 to 8, wherein the dif-
ferential processing unit is configured to generate a
difference value, as the differential signal, between
the orthogonal transformation coefficient at a pre-
scribed time and the orthogonal transformation co-
efficient at a time one sample earlier than the pre-
scribed time or at a time one sample later than the
prescribed time on the time axis.

10. The biological information processing device ac-
cording to any one of claims 1 to 8, wherein the dif-
ferential processing unit is configured to calculate
a difference value between the orthogonal transfor-
mation coefficient at a prescribed time and the or-
thogonal transformation coefficient at a time one
sample earlier than the prescribed time or at a time
one sample later than the prescribed time on the time
axis, and encodes the difference value using a meth-
od of DPCM or ADPCM to generate the encoded
signal as the differential signal.

11. A biological information compression processing
program for causing a biological information
processing device (10) to implement and execute
the processes of:

detecting (S2) peaks of a biological signal gen-
erated in a cardiac cycle;
clipping out (S3) a first peak-to-peak biological
signal between two peaks, which are adjacent
on a time axis of the biological signal, on the
basis of detection results of the peaks;
transforming the first peak-to-peak biological
signal to a second peak-to-peak biological sig-
nal of a prescribed number of samples;
performing (S5) an orthogonal transformation
an the second peak-to-peak biological signal to
generate orthogonal transformation coeffi-
cients;
the program being characterized in further
causing the device to implement and execute
the processes of:

generating (S6) a differential signal of the
orthogonal transformation coefficients on
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the time axis; and
encoding (S7) the differential signal.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung (10) zur Verarbeitung von biologischen
Informationen, umfassend:

eine Peakdetektionseinheit (13), die dazu kon-
figuriert ist, Peaks eines biologischen Signals
zu detektieren, das in einem kardialen Zyklus
generiert wird;
eine Wellenformabschneideeinheit (14), die da-
zu konfiguriert ist, ein erstes biologisches Peak-
zu-Peak-Signal zwischen zwei Peaks auszu-
schneiden, die auf einer Zeitachse des biologi-
schen Signals benachbart sind, auf der Basis
von Detektionsergebnissen der Peakdetekti-
onseinheit;
eine Resamplingeinheit (15), die dazu konfigu-
riert ist, das erste biologische Peak-zu-Peak-Si-
gnal in ein zweites biologisches Peak-zu-Peak-
Signal mit einer vorbestimmten Zahl von Proben
zu transformieren;
eine orthogonale Transformationseinheit (16),
die dazu konfiguriert ist, orthogonale Transfor-
mationskoeffizienten durch Durchführen einer
orthogonalen Transformation auf dem zweiten
biologischen Peak-zu-Peak-Signal zu generie-
ren;
wobei die Vorrichtung dadurch gekennzeich-
net ist, dass sie ferner umfasst:

eine Differentialverarbeitungseinheit (17),
die dazu konfiguriert ist, ein Differentialsig-
nal der orthogonalen Transformationskoef-
fizienten auf der Zeitachse zu generieren;
und
eine Kodierungseinheit (18), die dazu kon-
figuriert ist, das Differentialsignal zu kodie-
ren.

2. Vorrichtung zur Verarbeitung von biologischen Infor-
mationen nach Anspruch 1, ferner umfassend eine
Übertragungseinheit, die dazu konfiguriert ist, ein Si-
gnal, das durch die Kodierungseinheit kodiert ist, zu
einer externen Vorrichtung zu übertragen.

3. Vorrichtung zur Verarbeitung von biologischen Infor-
mationen nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, ferner umfassend
eine Quantisierungseinheit (32), die dazu konfigu-
riert ist, den orthogonalen Transformationskoeffizi-
enten oder das Differentialsignal zu quantisieren.

4. Vorrichtung zur Verarbeitung von biologischen Infor-
mationen nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei
der Peak des biologischen Signals ein Peak einer

R-Welle eines elektrokardiographischen Signals ist.

5. Vorrichtung zur Verarbeitung von biologischen Infor-
mationen nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4, wobei
die Zahl von Proben des ersten biologischen Peak-
zu-Peak-Signals, die durch die Wellenformabschne-
ideeinheit auszuschneiden sind, von einer auszu-
schneidenden Zeitzone abhängt.

6. Vorrichtung zur Verarbeitung von biologischen Infor-
mationen nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 5, wobei
die Resamplingeinheit dazu konfiguriert ist, das ers-
te biologische Peak-zu-Peak-Signal in das zweite
Peak-zu-Peak-Signal mit der vorgeschriebenen
Zahl von Proben unter Verwendung eines Lagrange-
Verfahrens oder eines Spline-Verfahrens zu trans-
formieren.

7. Vorrichtung zur Verarbeitung von biologischen Infor-
mationen nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 6, wobei
die Resamplingeinheit dazu konfiguriert ist, eine
Resamplingrate des ersten biologischen Peak-zu-
Peak-Signals zu berechnen.

8. Vorrichtung zur Verarbeitung von biologischen Infor-
mationen nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 7, wobei
die orthogonale Transformationseinheit dazu konfi-
guriert ist, das zweite biologische Peak-zu-Peak-Si-
gnal in eine vorbestimmte Zahl von Frequenzbän-
dern zu teilen, um eine orthogonale Transformation
unter Verwendung irgendeines Verfahrens von
DCT, MDCT, LOT und WHT durchzuführen, und
hierdurch die orthogonalen Transformationskoeffizi-
enten zu generieren.

9. Vorrichtung zur Verarbeitung von biologischen Infor-
mationen nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 8, wobei
die Differentialverarbeitungseinheit dazu konfigu-
riert ist, als das Differentialsignal einen Differenzwert
zu generieren zwischen dem orthogonalen Trans-
formationskoeffizienten zu einer vorgeschriebenen
Zeit und dem orthogonalen Transformationskoeffizi-
enten zu einer Zeit eine Probe früher als die vorge-
schriebene Zeit oder zu einer Zeit eine Probe später
als die vorgeschriebene Zeit auf der Zeitachse.

10. Vorrichtung zur Verarbeitung von biologischen Infor-
mationen nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 8, wobei
die Differentialverarbeitungseinheit dazu konfigu-
riert ist, einen Differenzwert zu berechnen zwischen
dem orthogonalen Transformationskoeffizienten zu
einer vorgeschriebenen Zeit und dem orthogonalen
Transformationskoeffizienten zu einer Zeit eine Pro-
be früher als die vorgeschriebene Zeit oder zu einer
Zeit eine Probe später als die vorgeschriebene Zeit
auf der Zeitachse, und den Differenzwert unter Ver-
wendung eines DPCM- oder ADPCM-Verfahrens
kodiert, um das kodierte Signal als das Differential-
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signal zu generieren.

11. Programm zur Kompressionsverarbeitung von bio-
logischen Informationen zum Veranlassen, dass ei-
ne Vorrichtung (10) zur Verarbeitung von biologi-
schen Informationen die folgenden Prozesse imple-
mentiert und ausführt:

Detektieren (S2) von Peaks eines biologischen
Signals, das in einem karialen Zyklus generiert
wird;
Ausschneiden (S3) eines ersten biologischen
Peak-zu-Peak-Signals zwischen zwei Peaks,
die auf einer Zeitachse des biologischen Signals
benachbart sind, auf der Basis von Detektions-
ergebnissen der Peaks;
Transformieren des ersten biologischen Peak-
zu-Peak-Signals in ein zweites biologisches
Peak-zu-Peak-Signal mit einer vorgeschriebe-
nen Zahl von Proben;
Durchführen (S5) einer orthogonalen Transfor-
mation auf dem zweiten biologischen Peak-zu-
Peak-Signal, um orthogonale Transformations-
koeffizienten zu generieren;
wobei das Programm dadurch gekennzeich-
net ist, dass es die Vorrichtung ferner dazu ver-
anlasst, die folgenden Prozesse zu implemen-
tieren und auszuführen:

Generieren (S6) eines Differentialsignals
der orthogonalen Transformationskoeffizi-
enten auf der Zeitachse; und
Kodieren (S7) des Differentialsignals.

Revendications

1. Dispositif de traitement d’informations biologiques
(10), comprenant :

une unité de détection de crête (13) configurée
pour détecter les crêtes d’un signal biologique
généré dans un cycle cardiaque;
une unité d’écrêtage de forme d’onde (14) con-
figurée pour découper un premier signal biolo-
gique crête à crête entre deux crêtes, qui sont
adjacentes sur un axe de temps du signal bio-
logique, sur la base des résultats de détection
de l’unité de détection crête;
une unité de rééchantillonnage (15) configurée
pour transformer le premier signal biologique
crête à crête en un second signal biologique crê-
te à crête d’un nombre prescrit d’échantillons;
une unité de transformation orthogonale (16)
configurée pour générer des coefficients de
transformation orthogonale en effectuant une
transformation orthogonale sur le second signal
biologique crête à crête;

le dispositif étant caractérisé en ce qu’il com-
prend en outre:

une unité de traitement différentiel (17) con-
figurée pour générer un signal différentiel
des coefficients de transformation orthogo-
nale sur l’axe des temps; et
une unité de codage (18) configurée pour
coder le signal différentiel.

2. Dispositif de traitement d’informations biologiques
selon la revendication 1, comprenant en outre une
unité de transmission configurée pour transmettre
un signal codé par l’unité de codage à un dispositif
externe.

3. Dispositif de traitement d’informations biologiques
selon les revendications 1 ou 2, comprenant en outre
une unité de quantification (32) configurée pour
quantifier le coefficient de transformation orthogo-
nale ou le signal différentiel.

4. Dispositif de traitement d’informations biologiques
selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3,
dans lequel le pic du signal biologique est un pic
d’une onde R d’un signal électrocardiographique.

5. Dispositif de traitement d’informations biologiques
selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 4,
dans lequel le nombre d’échantillons du premier si-
gnal biologique crête à crête qui doit être découpé
par l’unité d’écrêtage de forme d’onde varie selon
un fuseau horaire qui doit être découpé.

6. Dispositif de traitement d’informations biologiques
selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 5,
dans lequel l’unité de rééchantillonnage est configu-
ré pour transformer le premier signal biologique crête
à crête en le second signal biologique crête à crête
du nombre prescrit d’échantillons en utilisant un pro-
cédé de Lagrange ou un procédé d’épissure.

7. Dispositif de traitement d’informations biologiques
selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 6,
dans lequel l’unité de rééchantillonnage est configu-
rée pour calculer un taux de rééchantillonnage du
premier signal biologique de pic à pic.

8. Dispositif de traitement d’informations biologiques
selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 7,
dans lequel l’unité de transformation orthogonale est
configurée pour diviser le second signal biologique
crête à crête en un nombre prescrit de bandes de
fréquences pour effectuer une transformation ortho-
gonale en utilisant un procédé quelconque de DCT,
MDCT, LOT et WHT, produisant ainsi les coefficients
de transformation orthogonaux.
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9. Dispositif de traitement d’informations biologiques
selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 8,
dans lequel l’unité de traitement différentiel est con-
figurée pour générer une valeur de différence, en
tant que signal différentiel, entre le coefficient de
transformation orthogonal à un instant prescrit et le
coefficient de transformation orthogonal à un instant
donné avant l’instant prescrit ou à un instant donné
après l’instant prescrit dans l’axe temporel.

10. Dispositif de traitement d’informations biologiques
selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 8,
dans lequel l’unité de traitement différentiel est con-
figurée pour calculer une valeur de différence entre
le coefficient de transformation orthogonale à un ins-
tant prescrit et le coefficient de transformation ortho-
gonale à un instant donné, un échantillon plus tôt
que l’instant prescrit ou à un instant donné plus tard
que l’instant prescrit sur l’axe des temps, et code la
valeur de différence en utilisant un procédé DPCM
ou ADPCM pour générer le signal encodé comme
signal différentiel.

11. Programme de traitement de compression d’infor-
mations biologiques pour amener un dispositif de
traitement d’informations biologiques (10) à mettre
en oeuvre et à exécuter les processus:

de détection (S2) des pics d’un signal biologique
généré dans un cycle cardiaque;
d’écrêtage (S3) d’un premier signal biologique
crête à crête entre deux pics, qui sont adjacents
sur un axe de temps du signal biologique, sur la
base des résultats de détection des pics;
de transformation du premier signal biologique
crête à crête en un second signal biologique crê-
te à crête d’un nombre prescrit d’échantillons;
d’exécution (S5) d’une transformation orthogo-
nale sur le second signal biologique crête à crête
pour générer des coefficients de transformation
orthogonale;
le programme étant caractérisé en ce qu’il pro-
voque en outre l’implémentation et l’exécution
par le dispositif des processus de:

génération (S6) d’un signal différentiel des
coefficients de transformation orthogonaux
sur l’axe du temps; et
codage (S7) du signal différentiel.
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