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(57)  Theinventionis directed to a probe-type imaging
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is particularly useful for direct tissue imaging in the pres-

Contrast medium and its use in intravascular imaging device

ence or absence of molecular imaging agents. The in-
vention relates to contrast media.
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claims fees have been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for those claims for which no payment was due.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:
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All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:
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The present supplementary European search report has been drawn up for those parts
of the European patent application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the
claims (Rule 164 (1) EPC).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
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1. claims: 2, 3(completely); 1, 10-12(partially)

2. claims: 4, 5(completely); 1, 10-12(partially)
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5. claims: 1, 10-12(all partially)

A contrast agent comprising a pharmacophore (i.e.
chromophore) having a molecular weight of less than 2 kD,
suitable for intravascular imaging (optionally additionally
using an imaging device); which pharmacophore directly
labels a blood component through a stable chemical bond.

A contrast agent comprising a pharmacophore (i.e.
chromophore) having a molecular weight of less than 2 kD,
suitable for intravascular imaging (optionally additionally
using an imaging device); which is a free pharmacophore.

A contrast agent comprising a pharmacophore (i.e.
chromophore) having a molecular weight of less than 2 kD,
suitable for intravascular imaging (optionally additionally
using an imaging device); which is a pharmacophore with a
short tether to specific molecules having enhanced function
in tissue of interest, e.g. which are metabolites.

A contrast agent comprising a pharmacophore (i.e.
chromophore) having a molecular weight of less than 2 kD,
suitable for intravascular imaging (optionally additionally
using an imaging device); which is a pharmacophore with a
short tether to specific molecules having enhanced function
in tissue of interest, and which is a plaque-targeting
pharmacophore directly attached to a fluorescent tag.

A contrast agent comprising a pharmacophore having a
molecular weight of Tess than 2 kD, suitable for
intravascular imaging (optionally additionally using an
imaging device), wherein the contrast medium for the
pharmacophore comprises an MRI contrast medium or a CT
contrasting agent.
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