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(57) A method for monitoring a biological parameter
out of either the heartbeat and/or respiratory signal of an
occupant (2) on a member of a seat or bed. The member
supports at least one sensor (6) capable of detecting var-
iation of pressure due to contact, and at least one accel-
erometer is connected to the member. A model of a trans-

fer function between at least one signal from one accel-
erometer out of either the accelerometer and/or at least
one accelerometer at the input and a signal from a sensor
(6) out of either the sensor and/or a plurality of sensors
at the output is made, a noise value is estimated using
this model, and the estimated noise value is removed
from the signal from the sensor (6).
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to monitoring biological parameters of an occupant on a member of a seat or a bed.

Background Art

[0002] The present invention relates in particular, but is not limited, to extraction and monitoring of biological parameters
of the occupant of a vehicle, whether the driver or a passenger. In particular, this relates to extracting the heartbeat
and/or respiratory signal of a person so as to not be restrictive and if possible under all driving conditions. In fact, by
obtaining these biological parameters, a monitoring system can be used for improving road traffic safety. In particular,
this is intended to reduce the number of accidents caused by drowsiness or illness symptoms.
[0003] For example, from Patent Literature 1 a method is known for monitoring the heartbeat of an occupant of a
vehicle. Monitoring is accomplished using piezoelectric sensors that detect blood pressure. One of the sensors does
not detect blood pressure, and for example fills the role of a reference for detecting vibration of the vehicle. It is noted
that the signal supplied by this sensor is used to remove vibration-induced noise in the signals supplied from the other
sensors. In this manner, it is possible to more appropriately use these signals and to extract the heartbeat from them.
[0004] However, the Patent Literature does not note in detail a method that takes into consideration noise signals
read from the reference sensor when analyzing the signals of the other sensors. However, this is one important perspective
in multiple monitoring methods. In fact, for example when mounted in a vehicle, the vibration level is comprised so that
the bulk of the reliability of this method is dependent on the type of process implement in order to take into consideration
surrounding noise. In other words, it is possible to appropriately extract therefrom data showing the biological parameters
to be monitored, by simply removing the bulk of the surrounding noise from the signals to be used. This problem is not
limited to monitoring performed when mounted in a vehicle. For example, when monitoring a patient occupying a bed,
there is a possibility that surrounding noise (for example, noise generated by electrical instruments) could impede this
monitoring, so as a result, the reliability of the present method is similarly dependent on the quality of the process
conducted in order to remove the above-described noise from the signal being used. This particularly occurs in medical
beds in which the patient is transported and vibrations are created when the bed moves.

Prior Art Literature

Patent Literature

[0005] Patent Literature 1: U.S. Patent Application Publication No.2007/0112283

Disclosure of Invention

Problem to be Solved by the Invention

[0006] Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to effectively eliminate noise from the signals to be used.

Means for Solving the Problem

[0007] Consequently, with the present invention a method is comprised for monitoring at least one biological parameter
out of a heartbeat and/or a respiratory signal of an occupant on a member of a seat or a bed, and with this method the
member supports at least one sensor capable of detecting pressure fluctuations through contact, and at least one
accelerometer is connected to the member;
a model of a transfer function between at least one signal from one accelerometer out of either the accelerometer and/or
at least one accelerometer at the input and a signal from a sensor out of either the sensor and/or a plurality of sensors
at the output is determined;
a noise value is estimated using this model; and
the estimated noise value is removed from the signal from the sensor.
[0008] In this manner, this accelerometer or various accelerometers are by definition members for sensing vibrations.
Consequently, it is possible to supply a high-fidelity, reference signal of surrounding noise. Furthermore, it is possible
to estimate the noise value with high reliability by determining the transfer function model. Consequently, it is possible
to remove the bulk of the noise in this signal from the signal to be used. Accordingly, this does not directly remove the
signal read by this accelerometer or various accelerometers from the signal to be used, or in other words, subtraction
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of signals is not accomplished. With the present invention, using the signal of the accelerometer the effects of the noise
in the signal to be used are modeled and the estimated value of this noise is appropriately extracted from the signal to
be used. Through this, it is possible to obtain a useable signal containing no noise in particular. Noise that still remains
therein is not an impediment to obtaining signals faithfully showing one or multiple biological parameters to be used.
[0009] Advantageously, the accelerometer or each accelerometer can detect acceleration in three mutually orthogonal
directions.
[0010] In fact, by using this kind of accelerometer, surrounding vibrations are more appropriately taken into consider-
ation. In fact, these accelerometers are in general not limited to a single direction. This can be said in particular when
the present method is implemented by being mounted in a vehicle.
[0011] Advantageously, there are at least two accelerometers in total and the transfer function shows the signal of
the accelerometers at the input.
[0012] In this manner, the vibration properties of multiple differing points are taken into consideration. That is because
vibrations at two mutually separated points often have different characteristics. For example, in a vehicle seat, the top
of the back part in general does not vibrate the same as the seat part. For that reason, it is possible to more carefully
consider surrounding vibrations through the existence of multiple accelerometers.
[0013] Advantageously, multiple types of models are tested, then one type of model is selected and the type of the
tested models are among, for example,
a model indicating condition;
ARMA;
ARX; and
NLARX; and
preferably this model is an external self-recursive model and for example is the following type: 

Here, A(q) is a polynomial having NA coefficients, y(t) is an output signal, Bi(q) is a polynomial having NB coefficients,
ui(t) (i=1, ..., Ni) is a signal from the accelerometer, nki is a unit delay number in the input and e(t) is an error signal of
the model.
[0014] In this manner, the type of model best for the situation is selected and it is possible to accomplish particularly
effective processes regarding surrounding noise.
[0015] Advantageously, the model parameters are determined in particular using a recursive sequence, and preferably
the parameters are updated.
[0016] In this manner, reliable parameters are obtained using a recursive sequence. Furthermore, by frequently up-
dating these parameters, the noise process can be made compatible with process changes in accordance with conditions.
For example, this occurs when the driving mode of the vehicle changes (speedy driving, idling driving, high-speed driving
on an expressway, and so forth).
[0017] Preferably, signals are received from each sensor in a group of sensors;
these signals are input into an atom dictionary (dictionnaire d’ atomes in French);
a number of sensors are selected through this inputting; and
monitoring is conducted using only the selected sensors.
[0018] By inputting the signal into an atom dictionary in this manner, it is possible to select sensors to supply the most
appropriate signals for monitoring the biological parameters by an automated means with high reliability. Consequently,
this monitoring approach can respond in real time to the characteristics and posture of the occupant, changes in the
posture and/or movement of the occupant. Through this, the method can monitor biological parameters by responding
simultaneously both spatially and in time to the various conditions of monitoring without going through an operator.
Accordingly, this method promotes the acquisition of the most reliable data relating to the biological parameters that are
to be monitored.
[0019] Preferably, a process is conducted using a signal or signals received from one or multiple sensors or nonlinear
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filtering of each signal.
[0020] In this manner, use of nonlinear filtering is especially effective as long as the monitoring phenomenon is applied
similar to a nonlinear system. Consequently, through this nonlinear filtering, it is possible to further remove noise from
within the collected signals, and accordingly signals relating to the parameters to be monitored can be easily extracted.
[0021] In addition, with the present invention a computer program is comprised such that when executed by a computer
or a calculator, a code instruction is included capable of controlling execution of the steps of the method according to
the present invention.
[0022] With the present invention, a data recording medium is comprised that includes this kind of program in a
recorded state.
[0023] The present invention is comprised so that this kind of program can be used and provided over a remote
communication network to facilitate downloading.
[0024] Finally, the present invention comprises a device for monitoring at least one biological parameter out of a
heartbeat and/or a respiratory signal of an occupant on a member of a seat or a bed, and this device includes:

at least one sensor supported by the member and capable of detecting pressure fluctuations through contact;
at least one accelerometer connected to the member; and
a means capable of determining a model of a transfer function between at least one signal from one accelerometer
out of either the accelerometer and/or at least one accelerometer at the input and a signal from a sensor out of
either the sensor and/or a plurality of sensors at the output, wherein this means estimates a noise value using this
model and the estimated noise value can be removed from the signal from the sensor.

[0025] Advantageously, the accelerometer out of either the accelerometer and/or the at least one accelerometer is
set on one out of the following elements, that is to say:

the top half of the back part of the member, and
the lower part of the seat part of the member.

[0026] Other characteristics and advantages of the present invention should become more clear from the following
description of the preferred embodiments, which are intended to be illustrative and not limiting, and which are described
with reference to the attached drawings.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0027]

FIG. 1 shows the whole device of an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 2 is a side view of a seat to which this device is joined.
FIG. 3 is a drawing showing one of the sensor arrays in the seat of FIG. 2.
FIG. 4 is a graph showing the atoms of the dictionary used in the method of the present invention.
FIG. 5 is a drawing showing modeling of the transfer coefficient in the present embodiment.
FIG. 6 is a drawing showing the transfer coefficient modeled in this manner taken into consideration when imple-
menting the present method.
FIG. 7 is a graph showing the time-elapsed amplitude of the signal prior to extraction of noise and after extraction
of the noise caused by the transfer coefficient.
FIG. 8 shows in two curves the heartbeat estimated by the present method and the actual heartbeat, and also shows
the permissible range of inputs.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0028] Below, the method of the present invention and the preferred embodiment of related devices comprising a
complete system for extracting biological information from the body of a person 2 who is the driver or a passenger in a
vehicle 4 are described. The present invention aims to monitor biological parameters of a person, such as heartbeat
and/or respiratory rhythm. This monitoring is preferably accomplished in various driving conditions and ascertains move-
ment of the body. This relates to obtaining the above-described biological parameters and monitoring such. In particular,
regardless of driving conditions, it is desirable for the above-described parameters to be obtained so as to not restrict
the affected person. In reality, a monitoring system is obtained that improves road traffic safety by reducing accidents
caused by drowsiness or a number of illness conditions through the inputting of information relating to heartbeat and/or
respiratory signal.
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[0029] First, the composition of the system and steps implemented by this method are broadly described. Next, several
characteristics of such a composition and the present embodiment are described in detail.
[0030] The device includes multiple piezoelectric sensors 6 supported by the seat 8 occupied by the person 2. These
sensors are configured so that desired signals from the sensors can constantly be obtained regardless of the posture
or movement of the occupant. The sensors can detect fluctuations in contact pressure and thus are piezoelectric sensors.
The sensors are positioned on the seat part 10 and near the primary surface on the upper part of the back part 12 of
the seat 8, and this surface is provided so as to contact the occupant 2. The sensors can also be positioned directly on
this surface. In this manner, the sensors receive pressure from the body, and in particular receive fluctuations in pressure
originating from the body near the arteries in particular. This case has to do with sensors composed of film or sheets.
However, as described below, these sensors detect all types of mechanical vibrations, so the desired signals cannot be
directly observed from the output of these sensors.
[0031] In this embodiment, the seat 8 contains around 60 sensors but naturally this figure is intended to be illustrative
and not limiting. The number of sensors in the seat part 10 can be from 10 to 70, and for example can be 40. The number
of sensors in the back part 12 can be from 5 to 50, and for example can be 20. A circuit board used when using this
method contains for example 20 sensors, that is to say 15 sensors in the seat part and five sensors in the back part.
Accordingly, the circuit board includes around 30% of the sensors in the seat part.
[0032] Sensor signal processing uses an analog component and a digital component.
[0033] The analog component includes a collection step and a composition step for the amplitudes of the output signals
from the sensors 6. The various analog outputs are digitized and then several sensors are automatically selected in
accordance with the position of the body 2 in the seat 8. Signals sent from these sensors are later processed and united.
The selection step and uniting step of the sensors is implemented multiple times when executing this method so as to
appropriately follow and predict movement of the body. Bear in mind that movement of the passengers and driver in the
vehicle are typically not of the same type. Movements by passengers are more random and are fewer in number than
movements by the driver. With regard to movements by the driver, it is necessary to take into consideration the char-
acteristics of the presence of four drive wheels on the vehicle, hand movements, acceleration, braking, the positioning
of the feet for gear changes, and so forth.
[0034] In FIG. 1, a device for accomplishing the roles of selecting and uniting sensor signals is illustrated by a block
14. This block detects movement of the body, and can trace and predict this movement. In particular, this block can
select sensors most capable of supplying effective signals for obtaining biological parameters. This block can accurately
detect one movement, forecast one movement and obtain a list of candidate sensors that should be selected. Conse-
quently, the present method can be continuously implemented without changes regardless of the occupants’ movements.
The block can determine whether or not an inert object is placed on the parts, and in such a case does not undertake
any process.
[0035] The seat 8 is further provided with accelerometers 16 that act particularly as reference sensors for surrounding
noise such as vibration noise or the like from the vehicle. These accelerometer sensors 16 each detect noise in three
orthogonal directions, that is to say in the horizontal directions X and Y and the vertical direction Z. Within the scope of
this method, by estimating transfer coefficients among the accelerometers 16 and the various piezoelectric sensors 6,
it is possible to later reduce output noise from these sensors. The transfer coefficients are reestimated whenever rees-
timation is determined to be necessary for tracing movement of the body and current driving conditions of the vehicle.
Consequently, the block 20 fills the role of creating a dynamic model that changes with time in order to estimate transfer
coefficients among the accelerometers and the piezoelectric sensors. With the above-described transfer coefficients
estimated in this way, it is possible to predict various values relating to noise and to then reduce noise transferred by
signals from the piezoelectric sensors. The model used in this step may be either linear or nonlinear. This is the first
step in mitigating noise in signals supplied from the sensors 6.
[0036] On the other hand, there are times when this noise mitigation step is determined to be insufficient in a number
of cases. Consequently, the block 20 contains a second estimation and tracking step for more accurately obtaining
biological parameters such as heartbeat and/or respiratory signals. This step can more appropriately track fluctuations
in biological parameters regardless of driving conditions (movement of the body, driving in a city, high-speed driving or
driving on an expressway). This second step is composed so as to conform to nonlinear systems. This step can include
an extended Kalman filter or independent filter so as to better identify all noise fluctuations. Such a nonlinear process
step is truly well suited to extracting and monitoring parameters deriving from nonlinear models, such as heartbeat and
respiratory rhythm due to a vibration environment that changes with time.
[0037] After the two filter steps, a block 22 can obtain the desired signal, monitor this and predict changes therein.
[0038] The present invention is suited for all types of vehicles. However, the present invention is not limited to vehicles.
Consequently, the present invention can be used with other types of members, such as seats or beds, for example
medical beds for monitoring patient parameters.
[0039] The method used is self-adaptable.
[0040] Next, several characteristics of this method will be described in detail. Here, suppose biological parameters of
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the driver of a vehicle are being monitored.

1. Selecting and uniting piezoelectric sensors

[0041] As can be seen from FIGS. 1 through 3, the seat 8 contains two sensor arrays 6 arranged respectively in the
seat part 10 and the back part 12. Each of these arrays contains multiple rows and multiple columns in this case. For
example, as shown in FIG. 3, the array contains five rows and five columns and forms a checkered pattern of sensors.
The sensors in each array are virtually coplanar. The sensors are electrically connected appropriately to other parts of
the device, and signals read by these sensors are transferred to means 14 and 20.
[0042] The block 14 fills the role of selecting only a number of useable sensors. This for example relates to selecting
two sensors in the seat part 10 and two sensors in the back part 12. However, this number can be increased or decreased
in accordance with the case.
[0043] Suppose the vehicle’s engine is off. A driver and passenger enter the vehicle. When the switch is input by an
ignition key or comparable part, the device 7 of the present invention including the means 14, 20 and 22 orders use of
this method. The process members and calculating member of the device 7 are housed in a dashboard 11, for example.
[0044] When use of this method begins, the device 7 causes operation of a default circuit board of sensors 6 basically
selected from among the sensors in the seat part and the back part. This circuit board has memory. This default circuit
board is part of the standard adjustment of this method.
[0045] When the body of the person 2 is in the seat 8, signals are sent from a number of sensors 6. The means 14
estimates whether or not adjustment of the circuit board is desirable by taking into consideration various conditions, in
particular the characteristics of the body 2 and the posture thereof in the seat, by analyzing those signals. The means
14 also analyzes whether or not an object exists in the part in place of a person. If such is the case, no tracking process
is accomplished.
[0046] Consequently, the means 14 basically identifies sensors 6 supplying signals that are most usable. No consid-
eration is given to sensors supplying absolutely no signals. In addition, no consideration is given to signals from sensors
supplying high-pressure signals. This is because with the present method, pressure fluctuations in particular are watched.
Accordingly, sensors positioned below the buttocks of the person 2 receive most of the weight of the person’s torso and
supply as signals with relatively poor information. These are in general not taken into consideration. At this step, a circuit
board with the greatest correlation to the means 14 must be obtained, in this case a circuit board provided with sensors
for detecting slight movements, that is to say slight pressure fluctuations. Consequently, a number of sensors are added
or removed, and through this the basic circuit board is adapted. In the circuit board adapted in this manner, selection of
sensors is accomplished in later steps of this method.
[0047] In later steps of this method, the block 14 is configured to select new sensors that can be correlated to this
each time slow body movements or small-amplitude movements are detected. When quick body movements or large
amplitudes are detected, the block 14 makes the sensor circuit board completely new and adapts such to conditions
most appropriately.
[0048] Next, a description will be given for how the block selects the most appropriate sensors in the presence of a
prescribed sensor circuit board, that is to say the sensors with the highest probability of including desired signals relating
to biological parameters.

a. Selection of signals

[0049] Here, simultaneous time-frequency analysis is conducted. Consequently, it is possible to estimate weight using
atom decomposition providing high frequency precision and to ascertain the position of components that should be
tracked. This is expanded by one type of wavelet packet.
[0050] Consequently, one sensor signal is illustrated here as a linear combination of expansion functions fm,n. 
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[0051] This signal x can be expressed as follows using matrix notation.
x = Fα, where F = [f1, f2, ..., fM].
[0052] The signal x here is a column vector (N x 1 formant), α is a column vector of expansion functions (N x 1), and
F is an N x M matrix whose columns are expansion functions fm,n. A single signal model is supplied by a single linear
combination of expansion coefficients and various functions. Compact multiple models tend to include expansion func-
tions that have a large correlation to the signal.
[0053] Preparing an atom dictionary suitable to wide-ranging time-frequency behavior, it is possible to break down
signals by selecting a number of suitable atoms from the atom dictionary. This dictionary is comprised as follows.
[0054] The pulse response of piezoelectric sensors is known to be a decreasing sine waveform accompanying basic
frequency offset. Hence, in order to make it possible to cover all phases, if the dictionary is comprised of vectors of the
type D = (gγ, hγ) when gγ is a cosine waveform and hγ is a sine waveform, an extremely adaptable dictionary can be
obtained.
[0055] In this manner, the dictionary is comprised of sine waveforms and cosine waveforms of various frequencies
(here, the frequencies are limited to within the monitoring range of the present invention). In this case, because the
strongest frequency is 20Hz, in this embodiment it is preferable to use a frequency range of 0.2Hz to 3Hz for a single
respiratory signal. For two signals combining a respiratory signal and a heartbeat, a range from 0.7 to 20 Hz is used,
and in all cases, one pitch is 0.1 Hz.
[0056] In order to obtain a sufficient frequency resolution, each atom in the dictionary is weighted by a hanning window,
and through this it is possible to avoid an edge effect in particular. Consequently,

Here, 
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Here, m indicates the length of the atom. In fact, this length is an important value in frequency resolution. When this
weighting is not present, atoms could possibly have continuity times differing in the dictionary.
[0057] Accordingly, the dictionary is composed of N weighted sine atoms and N weighted cosine atoms. Consequently,
these atoms form compact (that is to say limited, that is to say composed of a non-zero, limited number of points) support
signals that can be viewed the same as wavelet packets by analogy.
[0058] Accordingly, FIG. 4 shows one atom of the dictionary surely containing the combination of one sine atom and
one cosine atom for one frequency. The signal is shown with time on the horizontal axis and amplitude on the vertical
axis. The length of the atom can be measured between the point of 0 sample and the point of 2000 samples on the
horizontal axis, and time is selected as the sample number (dependent on the sampling frequency).
[0059] Furthermore, a normalization coefficient is calculated for each group of atoms.

[0060] Through this, it is possible to compare atoms having originally differing weights and lengths.
[0061] In this manner, a dictionary forming a normal orthogonalized base can be obtained.
[0062] The signal f supplied from each sensor of the circuit board (in other words, that pulse response), is input into
each group of the atom dictionary and a value is calculated as follows: 

Here, C(f, gγ, hγ) is a distance function. In this example, the following distance function is selected: 
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[0063] With this distance function, the position of the component generated simultaneously by the person’s body and
the system (resonance between the weight of the body and vibrations of the vehicle) can be accurately ascertained.
Consequently, when a signal transferred by sensors simultaneously includes system parameters and the person’s
biological parameters, the sensor is considered to be competent. When only system parameters are included, this is
considered to be incompetent.
[0064] In this case, the values calculated for the signals are classified in order of size, and a list of competent sensors
is created. A natural number p is determined in advance, and the first p values of this list are considered. The first p
sensors corresponding to these values are the selected sensors.

b. Predicting movement

[0065] Because this method appropriately retains sets of related signals (biological parameters of the occupant), it is
possible to predict movements of the person’s body. Consequently, in this example the following approach is used.
[0066] The generation of a body’s movement is detected by sensors of the circuit board where supplied signals begin
fluctuating. In FIG. 3, sensors of the circuit board on the back part are assumed to be sensors identified by these
references (i, j), (i+1, j+1), and (i, j+2).
[0067] The means 14 identifies movement through these sensors and this same means can predict the direction of
this movement indicated by the arrow 24 in FIG. 3 through interpolation. Consequently, while this movement is being
conducted, the means 14 predicts future movement, and appends sensors capable of supplying beneficial signals during
future movements in the path of the movement to the circuit board of selected sensors during the movement. In FIG. 3,
these are the two sensors (i+2, j+2) and (i+1, j+2), which are in the same row as the sensor (i, j+2). Accordingly, the
means 14 can take into consideration as quickly as possible anticipated signals supplied from these sensors. Following
this, when it is confirmed that movement at the positions of these sensors is recognized, these sensors are retained in
the circuit board. In contrast, when there is an error in prediction and no movement is detected by at least one of the
sensors, that sensor is removed from the circuit board.

2. Transfer function identification and estimation

[0068] In order to fill the role of a standard for vibration noise in the vehicle, multiple accelerometers 16 are used. As
long as the vehicle vibrations are not influenced in a single direction, for example as long as these are not influenced
only in the vertical direction, ideally three axes or 3D accelerometers are used. Furthermore, it is preferable to use at
least two accelerometers.
[0069] There are cases where it is judged that specifying the positions of these accelerometers is important in order
to obtain a highly reliable model. For example, by positioning one accelerometer 16 on the bottom of the seat part in the
structure of the seat part 10 of the seat, this accelerometer detects vibrations of the occupant at the bottom of the seat.
In this embodiment, a second accelerometer is positioned at the top of the back part 12. This is because this part of the
seat has a certain independence from the seat part, so vibrations can be confirmed.
[0070] In accordance with the positioning of the piezoelectric sensors 6 and the accelerometers 16, it is possible to
make modeling of the transfer function implemented following that linear or nonlinear. In either case, parameters of this
modeling are estimated by recursive ordering in this case. Furthermore, the above-described parameters are from time
to time reestimated during implementation of this method so that the model is accurately applied to various conditions,
in particular driving conditions.
[0071] The transfer function is modeled for each of the selected piezoelectric sensors 6. Consequently, as shown in
FIG. 5, this transfer function has an output signal for all accelerometers 16 at the input. In this case, this is related to the
three signals corresponding to vibrations in the X, Y and Z directions, respectively, supplied by the accelerometers 16
in the seat part, and three similar signals supplied by the accelerometers 16 in the back part. The transfer function has
a signal s supplied by the piezoelectric sensors 6 taken into consideration, at the output. Consequently, the principle of
modeling the transfer function is shown in FIG. 5. This concerns the function 11 and identification of those parameters,
and has at the input the x, y and z signals supplied by the two accelerometers and at the output supplies the signal s
supplied by the piezoelectric sensors taken into consideration. In this manner, modeling of the unique effects of vibrations
in the signals supplied by the piezoelectric sensors is obtained.
[0072] In this case, the means 20 first determines the optimum type of model in accordance with the conditions in
order to obtain a transfer function from among a list of multiple types of models. This list is as follows in this case:



EP 2 409 639 A1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

modeling by indicating condition,
ARMA,
ARX,
NLARX.

[0073] After testing modeling with each type of model, basically the type of model that is most suitable is taken into
consideration.
[0074] Next, as shown in FIG. 6, the noise value is dynamically determined in accordance with intermittent signals
supplied by the accelerometers, using the model identified in this manner. Input is six signal values from the acceler-
ometers. Output is an estimated value by simple noise on the signal side of the piezoelectric sensors. In this case, this
estimated value is subtracted from the signal supplied from the piezoelectric sensors 6 at the position of a subtracter
13. After this subtraction a signal is obtained in which a large portion of the effects of vibration noise have been removed.
[0075] In the present embodiment, the means 20 uses as a default an ARX-type external self-recursive model. This
means that when better results cannot be obtained from any of the other types of models in the list, this type of model
is used. When this is not the case, a model that supplies the best results is used. The structure of this model is as follows:

Here, A(q) is a polynomial having NA coefficients, y(t) is the output signal of a piezoelectric sensor, Bi(q) is a polynomial
having NB coefficients, ui(t) (i=1, ..., Ni) is an input signal supplies from an accelerometer, nki is a unit delay number in
the input and e(t) is an error signal of this model.
[0076] The total number of free coefficients NC is as follows: 

[0077] The polynomial coefficients are estimated by minimizing the trace of an error prediction covariance matrix. As
explained above, such estimation of the parameters is updated at times with changes in driving conditions. When
parameters of the model are estimated by each sampling step, predicted noise in the piezoelectric sensors (in other
words, estimated noise) can be calculated. In this case, this estimated noise is removed by the output of the piezoelectric
sensors as shown in FIG. 6.
[0078] In FIG. 7, the signal 15 of the piezoelectric sensor 6 prior to subtraction is shown by the thin line and the signal
17 after subtraction is shown by the bold line. In particular, the amplitude (units: volts) of the signal on the vertical
coordinate is dramatically reduced after subtraction, so that peaks corresponding to heartbeat appear clear.

3. Extraction of biological parameters

[0079] After this noise removal step, it is necessary to extract the heartbeat and respiratory signals using the means
20. This returns to estimating parameters for frequencies that cannot be directly observed. Accordingly, positioning in
Bayes estimation is particularly effective. Furthermore, because the system being discussed is a nonlinear type, it is
possible to use an extended Kalman filter. An independent filter may also be used in order to more closely recognize
noise fluctuations that are not Gauss noise.
[0080] As an example, use of an extended Kalman filter is shown in order to estimate and monitor heartbeats.
[0081] Here, modeling of piezoelectric sensor signals responding to blood pressure as the sum of sinusoidal high-
frequency components having a slowly changing amplitude element and a phase element is proposed. 
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Here, φ1(t) = ω(t) · t,
φi(t) = i · ω(t) · t + θi(t), where i = 2, ..., m;
ω(t) indicates the basic pulse of the signal related to the heartbeat,
m is the number of sinusoidal waveform components,
ai(t) indicates the amplitude of the sinusoidal waveform component,
φi(t), where i = 2, .., m, indicates the intermittent phase of the higher modulation wave, and
θi(t) indicates the phase difference between the basic pulse and the higher modulation wave.
[0082] From this equation, a vector having the below status is proposed.
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[0083] The change with time in the amplitude ak,i of the sine component is modeled as follows through additional white
Gauss noise. 

[0084] The change with time in the intermittent basic pulse ωk can also be modeled through additional white Gauss
noise. 

[0085] The same is true with regard to the phase difference θi(t) between the basic pulse and the high modulation
wave component, and the change with time in the intermittent phase φk,i(t) can be obtained from the following equation.
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[0086] This kind of selection means that ωk is expressed as the ratio between the actual pulse and the sampling
frequency of the signal. As a result, the formula indicating the state transition is linear and can be given by the following
equation. 

[0087] This can also be written as follows: 

Here,
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[0088] Estimation of the dispersion of components of the noise vk has an effect on the speed of change in the estimated
parameters (pulse, amplitude component and phase component) and the convergence speed of the algorithm.
[0089] By taking equation (1) into consideration, the formula showing basically predicted observations can be given
by the following equation. 

[0090] The equation indicating observation is nonlinear, and through this use of an extended Kalman filter is supported.
The distribution nk of observed noise is related to the distribution of noise observed with the piezoelectric signal.
[0091] The algorithm of the extended Kalman filter can be executed as follows.
[0092] Initialization step:
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[0093] When k ∈ {1, ..., ∞}, the prediction equation of the extended Kalman filter is as follows: 

The updated equation is as follows: 

Here,
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In addition, here Qw and Rη are the common dispersion matrices of vk and nk, respectively, and I is the unit matrix.
[0094] Accordingly, this is a standard algorithm related to the extended Kalman filter.
[0095] In the case of the present invention, this algorithm is applied as follows. The value of noises 

and 

are assumed to be equal to zero.
[0096] Equation (1), which shows status migration, is linear, and because this is known, the following results.
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Here, a is obtained from Equation (2).
[0097] Taking equations (1) and (3) into consideration, the following results. 

and 

[0098] Finally, equation (3) becomes as follows.
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[0099] In order to simultaneously manipulate multiple signals from piezoelectric sensors, it is possible to also enlarge
the size of the condition vector and the observation vector. For example, by using two signals from sensors, the condition
vector, condition migration matrix and linear matrix showing observation become as follows.
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[0100] In this process, it is possible to process one or multiple piezoelectric sensors in order to find the heartbeat
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(and/or respiratory signal). This model, which shows conditions, is cited as one example and is not intended to be limiting.
[0101] The results of the above process are shown in FIG. 8 as an example. Actual heartbeat signals are shown with
a curve 30, heartbeat signals estimated by the method of the present invention are shown with a curve 32 and the
tolerance threshold value of �5% in the amplitude of the actual signal is shown by curves 34 and 36. These curves
show with the vertical coordinate the pulse number per each minute in accordance with the time (units: seconds) indicated
by the horizontal coordinate. Discrepancies between the actual signal and the signal estimated by the method of the
present invention are understood to be frequently contained in the tolerance range of �5% of the actual signal. This
relates to the test results implemented by actual running conditions (city driving, expressway driving, and so forth).
[0102] The means 14, 20 and 22 include a calculation means such as a microprocessor and for example include one
or multiple computers having one or multiple memories. The method of the present invention can be automatically
implemented through a computer program recorded on a data recording medium such as a hard disk, flash memory,
CD or DVD disc. The computer program includes code instructions that can control implementation of the method of the
present invention during execution by the computer. Downloading such a program can be comprised so as to provide
use via remote communication networks in order to download the latest program version.
[0103] Naturally, the present invention can be subjected to numerous modifications without departing from the scope
thereof.
[0104] Above, an example was described in which a selection step 1, a noise removal step 2 using transfer functions
and a nonlinear filtering step 3 are executed in series. As evidenced by FIG. 8, extremely good results are obtained
through this series. However, particularly in environments with not very much noise, an arbitrary single step out of these
can be used while obtaining acceptable results, and furthermore, it is also possible to use an arbitrary two out of these
steps.
[0105] In the first step, it is possible to link a unique atom dictionary to each frequency range, and accordingly, in this
case it is possible to use two atom dictionaries.
[0106] The present invention is based on French Patent Application No.0951716, filed March 18, 2009, and the
specification, claims and drawings of French Patent Application No.0951716 are incorporated by reference herein.

Claims

1. A method for monitoring at least one biological parameter out of a heartbeat and/or a respiratory signal of an occupant
on a member of a seat or a bed, characterizing in that:

the member supports at least one sensor capable of detecting pressure fluctuations through contact, and at
least one accelerometer is connected to the member;
a model of a transfer function between at least one signal from one accelerometer out of either the accelerometer
and/or at least one accelerometer at the input and a signal from a sensor out of either the sensor and/or a
plurality of sensors at the output is determined;
a noise value is estimated using this model; and
the estimated noise value is removed from the signal from the sensor.

2. The method according to Claim 1, wherein the accelerometer or each accelerometer can detect acceleration in
three mutually orthogonal directions.

3. The method according to Claim 1 or Claim 2, wherein there are at least two accelerometers in total and the transfer
function shows the signal of the accelerometers at the input.

4. The method according to any one of Claims 1 through 3, wherein:

multiple types of models are tested, then one type of model is selected and the type of the tested models are
among, for example,
a model indicating condition;
ARMA;
ARX; and
NLARX; and
preferably this model is an external self-recursive model and for example is the following type:
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Here, A(q) is a polynomial having NA coefficients, y(t) is an output signal, Bi(q) is a polynomial having NB
coefficients, ui(t) (i=1, ..., Ni) is a signal from the accelerometer, nki is a unit delay number in the input and e(t)
is an error signal of the model.

5. The method according to any one of Claims 1 through 4, wherein the model parameters are determined in particular
using a recursive sequence, and preferably the parameters are updated.

6. The method according to any one of Claims 1 through 5, wherein:

signals from each sensor in a group of sensors are received;
these signals are input into an atom dictionary;
a number of sensors are selected through input; and
monitoring is conducted using only the selected sensors.

7. The method according to any one of Claims 1 through 6, wherein a process is conducted using a signal or signals
received from one or multiple sensors or nonlinear filtering of each signal.

8. The method according to any one of Claims 1 through 7, wherein the seat is a seat in a vehicle.

9. A computer program characterized in that when executed by a computer or a calculator, a code instruction is
included capable of controlling execution of the steps of the method according to any one of Claims 1 through 8.

10. A device for monitoring at least one biological parameter out of a heartbeat and/or a respiratory signal of an occupant
on a member of a seat or a bed, including:

at least one sensor supported by the member and capable of detecting pressure fluctuations through contact;
at least one accelerometer connected to the member; and
a means capable of determining a model of a transfer function between at least one signal from one accelerometer
out of either the accelerometer and/or at least one accelerometer at the input and a signal from a sensor out of
either the sensor and/or a plurality of sensors at the output, wherein this means estimates a noise value using
this model and the estimated noise value can be removed from the signal from the sensor.

11. The device according to Claim 10, wherein the accelerometer out of either the accelerometer and/or the at least
one accelerometer is set on one out of the following elements, that is to say:

the top half of the back part of the member, and
the lower part of the seat part of the member.
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