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(57)  The device is provided with a laser (1) for excit-
ing the fluorescent imaging agent which emits radiation
at a wavelength that causes any of the agent located
within the vasculature or tissue of interest (3) irradiated
thereby to emit radiation of a particular wavelength. Ad-
vantageously, a camera capable of obtaining multiple im-
ages over a period of time, such as a CCD camera (2)
may be used to capture the emissions from the imaging
agent. A band-pass filter (6) prevents the capture of ra-
diation other than that emitted by the imaging agent. A
distance sensor (9) incorporates a visual display (9a) pro-
viding feedback to the physician saying that the laser be
located at a distance from the vessel of interest that is
optimal for the capture of high quality images.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
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been drawn up for all claims.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-14

Device for visualizing movement of a fluorescent dye carried
in the bloodstream of a coronary artery bypass graft
comprising processing means for determining the relative
contrast of images and choosing images with the greatest
relative contrast for analysis, and corresponding method.

2. claims: 15, 16

Use of a fluorescent dye for the assessment of the patency
of or blood flow in a portion of a blood vessel in an animal
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