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(54) Ambulatory medical device and method of communication between medical devices

(57) The present invention relates to an ambulatory
medical device and a method of communication between
medical devices. The inventive medical device compris-
es a module for communication with at least a second
medical device wherein said module for communication
is adapted to be activated by a value of a physiological

parameter of an animal. The method of the present in-
vention comprises a first medical device and at least a
second medical device wherein the communication be-
tween said medical devices is activated by a value of a
physiological parameter of an animal.
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Description

Technical field of the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an ambulatory
medical device and a method of communication for med-
ical devices.

Background Art

[0002] Ambulatory medical devices for the treatment
of diabetes include e.g. extra corporal insulin pumps and
blood glucose measuring devices such as e.g. hand held
glucose meters. Insulin pumps allow a good control of
blood glucose concentrations by continuously infusing a
basic amount of insulin in a human body (basal insulin
rate) and manually controlled additional "meal bolus" in-
sulin quantities thereby reflecting the insulin secretion by
the pancreas. Furthermore, the development of contin-
uous glucose sensors will allow to measure in vivo glu-
cose concentrations over the whole day. The measured
glucose date can be used to adjust the diabetes therapy
to individual needs.
[0003] In order to improve the treatment of diabetes it
is important to provide means and methods to transfer
data between medical devices in a quality assuring way
[0004] It is therefore the aim of the present invention
to provide a medical device allowing a controlled data
transfer between medical devices and a method of con-
trolled data transfer.

Disclosure of the invention

[0005] In a first aspect, the present invention relates
to a medical device comprising a module for communi-
cation with at least a second medical device wherein the
module for communication in said medical device is
adapted to be activated by a value of a physiological pa-
rameter of an animal.
[0006] The inventive medical device preferably com-
prises a telemetry system for wireless communication,
preferably a telemetry system for RF communication.
[0007] Preferably the medical device is selected from
the group consisting of a remote control, a PDA, an an-
alyte measuring device, preferably a glucose measuring
device such as e.g. a hand held glucose meter, more
preferably a strip based glucose meter or combinations
thereof.
[0008] The physiological parameter is preferably se-
lected from the group consisting of an analyte concen-
tration, a physiological characteristic like conductivity of
an animal, a physiological vital sign like heart or breath
rate, temperature, movement, air- or structure-bome
sound, ECG (electrocardiogram) and the like.
[0009] In a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion the analyte concentration is a blood glucose concen-
tration.
[0010] Preferably, the medical device of the present

invention comprises an electrochemical or photometric
module for measuring blood glucose. Suitable medical
devices are e.g. strip based glucose meters such as Ac-
cuChek Compact.
[0011] In a second aspect the present invention relates
to a system of medical devices. Said system comprises
a first medical device of the present invention as de-
scribed in the previous section and at least a second
medical device capable to communicate with said first
medical device.
[0012] In a preferred embodiment the second medical
device is selected from the group consisting of an extra
corporal infusion pump, an implantable infusion pump, a
pacesetter, an analyte or vital sign sensor, preferably a
continuous analyte or vital sign sensor, more preferably
a continuous glucose sensor.
[0013] In a further preferred embodiment the first med-
ical device and the at least second medical device com-
prise a telemetry system for wireless communication,
preferably a telemetry system for RF communication.
[0014] In a third aspect, the present invention relates
to a method of communication between a first medical
device and at least a second medical device wherein the
communication between said medical devices is enabled
and/or activated by a value of a physiological parameter
of an animal.
In a preferred embodiment, the communication between
the at least two medical devices is enabled and/or acti-
vated for a predetermined time. Time duration can be
fixed, random or dependent on the physiological param-
eter enabling and/or activating the communication or oth-
er physiological parameters of the animal body.
[0015] The physiological parameter is preferably se-
lected from the group consisting of an analyte concen-
tration, a physiological characteristic like conductivity of
an animal, a physiological vital sign like heart or breath
rate, temperature, movement, air- or structure-bome
sound, ECG (electrocardiogram) and the like. Preferably
the analyte concentration is a blood glucose concentra-
tion.
[0016] In a preferred embodiment, the activation of
communication between the medical devices is per-
formed on the first medical device by a value of the phys-
iological parameter.
[0017] In a further preferred embodiment, the first med-
ical device is selected from the group consisting of a re-
mote control, a PDA, an analyte measuring device, pref-
erably a glucose measuring device, more preferably a
strip based glucose meter.
[0018] The second medical device is preferably select-
ed from the group consisting of an extra corporal infusion
pump, an implantable infusion pump, a pacesetter, an
analyte sensor, preferably a continuous analyte sensor,
more preferably a continuous glucose sensor.
[0019] In a preferred embodiment, the communication
between said medical devices is a wireless communica-
tion, preferably a RF communication.
[0020] In a further preferred embodiment, the first med-
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ical device receives data from the second medical device.
[0021] In a further preferred embodiment, the first med-
ical device sends commands to the second medical de-
vice controlling at least partially the function of said de-
vice.

Detailed description of the invention

[0022] In one aspect, the present invention relates to
a novel method for controlling and/or enabling commu-
nication between medical devices, in particular medical
sensory devices such as continuous glucose sensors
and/or therapeutic devices such as insulin pumps and/or
diagnostic medical devices such as glucose meters.
[0023] For example, the communication between a
continuous glucose sensor applied to a human body and
a blood glucose meter can only be established when a
blood glucose measurement has been made in the blood
glucose meter. The generation of the blood glucose value
in the blood glucose meter enables and/or activates com-
munication between the two devices for a specified time
limit. During the time window data can be transferred
from the sensor to the glucose meter and/or commands
from the glucose meter can be sent to the sensor. After
expiration of a time limit, communication between the two
devices is deactivated. In order to establish a further com-
munication, the communication link between the two de-
vices has to be activated by generating a further blood
glucose value in the glucose meter.
[0024] The term "generation of a value" as it is used
herein encompasses any method or procedure for the
determination of physiological parameters such as meth-
ods for the measurement of analyte values, in particular
blood glucose values. Suitable methods for the determi-
nation of blood glucose values are e.g. electrochemical
methods and photometric methods which are known to
a person skilled in the art.
[0025] The dependence of the communication link be-
tween medical devices on an actual analyte value en-
sures the quality of the data transmitted from the medical
sensory device and/or medical therapeutical device to
the medical diagnostic device.
[0026] The data transferred from the sensor to the di-
agnostic device can be stored on the diagnostic device
e.g. a glucose meter and be transferred to a third device
such as a PDA or a computer, for further processing
and/or analysis. By means of suitable software the data
can be analyzed and used for e.g. bolus recommendation
or adjustment of basal insulin rates for patients using an
extra- or intra corporal insulin pump.
[0027] The communication link between the diagnostic
device and a third device e.g. a computer, does not need
activation by generation of a blood glucose value in said
diagnostic device.
[0028] In a preferred embodiment, the present inven-
tion relates to a method of communication between a
diagnostic medical device, preferably a blood glucose
meter, and an infusion pump, preferably an extra corporal

insulin pump. In this specific embodiment, the diagnostic
medical device is used as a remote control to control the
function of the infusion pump. After a blood glucose value
has been generated in the blood glucose meter a com-
munication link between meter and pump is enabled
and/or activated for a defined time and commands can
be transferred from the remote control i.e. the glucose
meter, to the pump. It is as well possible to transfer data
stored on the pump to the diagnostic device during the
communication time window.
[0029] When the remote control of the infusion pump
does not comprise a module for measuring blood glucose
concentration, the communication between pump and re-
mote control is activated by entering a current blood glu-
cose value measured in a blood glucose meter in the
remote control. The value can e.g. be entered using but-
tons of the remote control or can be transferred via a
wireless or wired connection to the glucose meter. After
the blood glucose value has been entered in the remote
control, a communication link between remote control
and infusion pump is established, preferably for a prede-
termined time span. After expiration of the time span, the
communication is interrupted and no data exchange be-
tween the two devices is anymore possible. A further
round of communication needs a new activation of the
communication by entering a new, current blood glucose
value in the remote control. The term remote control as
used herein encompasses PDA, smart phones, a handy
and pump specific remote controls. The data transfer be-
tween the medical devices can be performed using
known technologies and comprise wired connections as
well as wireless communications. These technologies
are known to a person skilled in the art. The preferred
communication is a wireless communication, more pref-
erably RF communication.
[0030] The data transfer between the devices can be
encrypted in order to ensure that non-authorized third
parties do not gain access to personal data of patients.
Methods of encrypting data are known to a person skilled
in the art.
[0031] In a further preferred embodiment, the commu-
nication between the medical devices is activated by a
manipulation on the second medical device e.g. an insu-
lin pump, such as pressing a button or lever, inserting a
battery, using the touch screen, shaking, bumping or
squeezing or the like.
[0032] In the following paragraph a preferred embod-
iment of the present invention is described.
[0033] The preferred system of medical devices com-
prises a continuous glucose sensor device which is
placed on a human body in order to measure glucose
value in interstitial fluid and a glucose meter. The sensor
device comprises an electrochemical glucose sensor
measuring the glucose concentration in the interstitial tis-
sue in a predetermined manner. The sensor device fur-
ther comprises an extra corporal part including processor
means for controlling the sensor, memory for storing
measured glucose values and a telemetry system for
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transmitting the data to a glucose meter, preferably a
strip-based glucose meter. The glucose values stored on
the sensor device are then transferred to a glucose meter
via the telemetry system.
[0034] The communication between the two devices
i.e. the wireless link, is established and/or activated by
measuring the glucose concentration in a blood sample
of a patient using the glucose meter, preferably a strip-
based glucose meter. When a strip-based glucose meter
is used, the patient inserts a strip in the glucose meter
and puts a droplet of blood on the strip. The glucose
meter measures and indicates on its display the blood
glucose value. After measurement of the blood glucose
value, the communication link can then be activated/es-
tablished either by pressing a button on the glucose meter
e.g. an activation button or by a direct electronic link to
the processor controlling the glucose telemetry system
such that the completion of the blood glucose measure-
ment automatically activates the wireless link between
the devices.
[0035] The communication link is then established and
a data transfer between the medical devices is possible
for a defined time span. After expiration of the defined
time span the communication link is deactivated and no
further data/commands can be transmitted between the
medical devices. A new blood glucose measurement in
the glucose meter is then necessary to open a new wire-
less link between the medical devices.
[0036] In a further aspect, the present invention relates
to a method of data processing or data use. Said method
is characterised in that data processing or data use is
only possible after activation by a value of a physiological
parameter. The method is preferably used for the
processing of medical data such as data measured by a
sensor applied on a human body.
[0037] In a preferred embodiment, the method is used
for the processing of medical data which have been
measured by a sensor device applied on a human being,
preferably a continuous glucose sensor. The data are
then e.g. transferred to a diagnostic medical device, pref-
erably a blood glucose meter. The data are preferably
transferred via a wireless link from the sensor device to
the diagnostic device. In this case, each of the at least
two medical devices comprises a telemetry system for
wireless communication. The wireless communication
can be bidirectional or unidirectional.
[0038] There is preferably a permanent communica-
tion link between said two medical devices but the data
stored e.g. in the memory of the medical sensor device
and transferred to the diagnostic device can only be fur-
ther processed on the diagnostic device after the
processing has been activated by a value of a physio-
logical parameter. After activation by a value of a phys-
iological parameter, preferably a blood glucose value,
the data stored in the memory of the diagnostic device
can be processed or used. For example, data are trans-
ferred from a continuous glucose sensor to a glucose
meter and stored in the memory of the glucose meter.

The further processing of these data is then only possible
after activation of the processing by a value of a physio-
logical parameter, preferably a blood glucose value.
[0039] In a preferred embodiment, the processing of
the data is only possible for a limited time span after ac-
tivation by a value of a physiological parameter. When
the defined time span for data processing has lapsed, no
further data processing is possible without a new activa-
tion by a value of a physiological parameter.
[0040] In a further aspect, the present invention relates
to a medical device comprising a module for data
processing which is adapted to be activated by a value
of a physiological parameter. Preferably said module
comprises a microprocessor with a memory for storing
data.
[0041] Said medical device is preferably a blood glu-
cose meter. Preferably, the processing of data stored in
the memory of the blood glucose meter is either activated
by pressing a button on the glucose meter (an activation
button) or by a direct electronic link to the processor con-
trolling the data processing module/system such that the
completion of the blood glucose measurement automat-
ically activates data processing
[0042] The terms "data processing" or "data use" as
they are used herein refer to any manipulation of data
and comprise analysis of data, presentation of data, in-
terpretation of data and indication of data.

Claims

1. A medical device comprising a module for commu-
nication with at least a second medical device where-
in the module for communication in said first medical
device is adapted to be activated by a value of a
physiological parameter of an animal.

2. The medical device of claim 1, wherein the module
for communication is a telemetry system for wireless
communication, preferably a telemetry system for
RF communication.

3. The medical device of claim 1 or 2, wherein the med-
ical device is selected from the group consisting of
a remote control, a PDA, an analyte measuring de-
vice, preferably a glucose measuring device, more
preferably a strip based glucose measuring device.

4. The medical device of claims 1 to 3, wherein the
physiological parameter is an analyte concentration
of an animal.

5. The medical device of claim 4, wherein the analyte
concentration is a blood glucose concentration.

6. The medical device of claim 5, wherein the first med-
ical device comprises an electrochemical module for
measuring blood glucose.
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7. The medical device of claim 5, wherein the first med-
ical device comprises a photometric module for
measuring blood glucose.

8. A system of medical devices comprising:

a) a first medical device according to claims 1
to 7 and
b) at least a second medical device capable to
communicate with said first medical device.

9. The system of claim 8, wherein the second medical
device is selected from the group consisting of an
extra corporal infusion pump, an implantable infu-
sion pump, a pacesetter, an analyte sensor, prefer-
ably a continuous analyte sensor, more preferably a
continuous glucose sensor.

10. The system of claim 8 or 9, wherein the first medical
device and the at least second medical device com-
prise a telemetry system for wireless communica-
tion, preferably a telemetry system for RF commu-
nication.

11. A method of communication between a first medical
device and at least a second medical device wherein
the communication between said medical devices is
enabled and/or activated by a value of a physiolog-
ical parameter of an animal.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the communication
is enabled and/or activated for a predetermined time
window.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the time window is
established according to a value of a physiological
characteristic of an animal or according to a set of
data gained during previous time periods.

14. The method of claims 11 to 13, wherein the physio-
logical parameter is selected from the group consist-
ing of an analyte concentration of an animal, a heart
rate, an electrophysiological value, preferably a
blood glucose concentration.

15. The method of claim 11 to 14, wherein the activation
of the communication is performed on the first med-
ical device by generating a value of the physiological
parameter in said first medical device.

16. The method of claims 11-15, wherein the first med-
ical device is selected from the group consisting of
a remote control, a PDA, an analyte measuring de-
vice, preferably a glucose measuring device, more
preferably a strip-based glucose measuring device.

17. The method of claims 11-16, wherein the second
medical device is selected from the group consisting

of an extra corporal infusion pump, an implantable
infusion pump, a pacesetter, an analyte sensor, pref-
erably a continuous analyte sensor, more preferably
a continuous glucose sensor.

18. The method of claims 11-17, wherein the communi-
cation between said medical devices is a wireless
communication, preferably a RF communication.

19. The method of claims 11-18, wherein the first med-
ical device receives data from the second medical
device.

20. The method of claims 11-19, wherein the first med-
ical device sends commands to the second medical
device to control at least partially said second device.
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