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Description
Technical Field

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a biological sig-
nal detector which detects a biological signal of a human
being such as respiration, heart rate, atrial and aortic
vibrations.

Background Art

[0002] As a device which detects a biological signal of
a human being such as heart rate, respiration, body mo-
tion and the like, Patent Literatures 1 to 8 are disclosed,
for example. They use a sealed air bag and measures
pneumatic fluctuation in the air bag to detect a human
biological signal from obtained pneumatic pressure fluc-
tuation data.

Citation List
Patent Literature
[0003]

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. H2-26963

Patent Literature 2: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. H11-19056

Patent Literature 3: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. 2001-286448

Patent Literature 4: Japanese Patent No. 3242631
Patent Literature 5: Japanese Patent No. 3419732
Patent Literature 6: Japanese Patent No. 3419733
Patent Literature 7: Japanese Patent No. 3495982
Patent Literature 8: Japanese Patent No. 3513497
Patent Literature 9: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. 2007-90032

[0004] JP 10014888 discloses a physical motion sens-
ing device which applies to an acceleration sensor
mounting structure incorporated into a bed pad and which
makes an acceleration sensor capable of being always
held in a stably installed condition. The physical motion
sensing device is composed of an acceleration sensor,
cushion material to hold it, cotton as buffer, and a bed
pad which has undergone a quilting processing, whereby
the installed condition of the acceleration can be secured
simply, dispersion depending upon installation to be de-
creased, stabilized sensitivity obtained, and good feeling
in sleeping be ensured.

[0005] US 2004/0245036 A1 discloses a bio-signal de-
tector to detect a heart rate and a respiratory rate so that
the determination of a kind of a seat load placed on a
seat can be made. That is, whether the seat load is a
human or an object is determined, and if it is the human,
then the physique size is determined to be small or large
(the level of the physique size is determined). Accord-
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ingly, as compared with the means based only on a
weight of the seat load, the determination result is highly
reliable. Besides, with the use of the bio-signal detector,
the discrimination between the human and the object is
ensured. Moreover, a structure additionally including a
weight sensor allows the determination of the physique
size in more accurate manner.

[0006] JP 2005-074059 A discloses a biological infor-
mation detecting apparatus for detecting heartbeat infor-
mation on a living body regardless of presence of vibra-
tion noise from an outer part. A difference between the
respective power spectra of output signals from first and
second vibration detecting means is calculated at each
frequency, so that the frequency with the maximum dif-
ference of the power spectra in a preset basic heartbeat
frequency area is acquired as the heartbeat information.
The heartbeat information is acquired not by noting a
frequency band (about 4-7Hz) in the number of reso-
nance vibrations of the living body as in the conventional
manner but by noting the basic heartbeat frequency area
normally appearing in around 1-2HZ. Consequently, it is
prevented that a heartbeat signal is buried in the large
vibration signal of a human body by a traveling vibration
to unable detection of the heartbeat information as in the
conventional manner.

Summary of the Invention
Technical Problem

[0007] The devices disclosed in Patent Literatures 1
to 8 all measure the pneumatic pressure fluctuation in
the air bag with a microphone sensor or a pressure sen-
sor. However, vibration on the body surface accompa-
nying respiration or heart rate which is ahuman biological
signal has extremely small amplitude. Thus, a change in
the pneumatic pressure in the air bag generated with
such smallamplitude of the body surface is also extreme-
ly small and can be disturbed by noise. It is possible to
capture such small pneumatic pressure fluctuation under
an environment without an influence of noise or so-called
external vibration, but a large amount of the external vi-
bration is captured under the environment of the external
vibration. Therefore, if the device is set on a vehicle seat,
for example, the external vibration inputted through a ve-
hicle body during running or body motion prevents de-
tection of a human biological signal. Thus, it is extremely
difficult to capture vibration with small amplitude such as
heart rate or respiration by applying the technology dis-
closed in Patent Literatures 1 to 8 to a vehicle seat, and
only Patent Literature 8 discloses that it is possible to
detect body motion of a driver which is a change having
large amplitude and causes large pneumatic pressure
fluctuation.

[0008] On the other hand, the applicant discloses a
biological signal detector in which an air bag with a small
volume is used for detecting pressure fluctuation and a
three-dimensional knitted material having a load charac-
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teristic close to the load characteristic of a human muscle
is arranged therein as Patent Literature 9. As a seat to
be mounted on a vehicle, a seat having a structure that
can effectively remove external vibration is employed so
that a biological signal with small amplitude such as heart
rate and respiration can be detected from pneumatic
pressure fluctuation in the air bag by using a special al-
gorithm for processing a detection signal.

[0009] Accordingto the technology disclosed in Patent
Literature 9, the biological signal such as heartrate, res-
piration and the like can be detected by using the air bag
with a small volume and the special algorithm as de-
scribed above, but moreover, it is preferable that a micro
vibrationinvolved in heart rate, respiration, atrial and aor-
tic vibrations can be detected with greater sensitivity.
With the technology of Patent Literature 9, itis necessary
to sandwich the three-dimensional knitted material with
two plastic films and weld the peripheral edges of the two
plastic films by using means such as vibration welding
or the like, which causes a problem of a relatively high
manufacturing cost. Particularly, in order to apply
processing to keep air tightness at a predetermined level
or more in a state where the three-dimensional knitted
material is inserted therein, a lead wire of a microphone
sensor or the like needs to be taken out, requiring skilled
work.

[0010] The present invention was made in view of the
above and has an object to provide a biological signal
detector that can detect a biological signal with small am-
plitude such as heart rate, respiration, atrial and aortic
vibrations or the like with greater sensitivity than before
and further, has a simple configuration and can be made
easily and manufactured with a low cost.

Solution to Problem

[0011] According to the presentinvention, there is pro-
vided a biological signal detector as set out in Claim 1.
[0012] Optional features are set out in the dependent
claims.

Advantages of the Invention

[0013] The presentinvention has the mechanical am-
plification device provided with the three-dimensional
knitted material and the plate-shaped foam body stacked
on the periphery of the three-dimensional knitted mate-
rial. The mechanical amplification device has a film is
disposed between the three-dimensional knitted material
and the plate-shaped foam body and is configured such
that the vibration sensor is attached to this mechanical
amplification device. The micro vibration on the body sur-
face by the human biological signal such as heart rate,
respiration, atrialand aortic vibrations and the like is prop-
agated to the plate-shaped foam body, the film, and the
three-dimensional knitted material, and the membrane
vibration is generated in the plate-shaped foam body and
the film, while the string vibration of the fiber is generated
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in the three-dimensional knitted material. Moreover, the
three-dimensional knitted material is composed of the
connecting yarn disposed between the pair of ground
knitted fabrics and is provided with the load-deflection
characteristic close to the load-deflection characteristic
of a human muscle. Therefore, by making the load-de-
flection characteristic of the mechanical amplification de-
vice including the three-dimensional knitted material
close to that of the muscle and arranging the mechanical
amplification device adjacent to the muscle, a difference
between internal and external pressures between the
muscle and the three-dimensional knitted material be-
comes equal, and a biological signal such as heart rate,
respiration, atrial and aortic vibrations and the like can
be transmitted accurately, whereby the string vibration
can be generated in a fiber (or particularly the connecting
yarn) constituting the three-dimensional knitted material.
Moreover, the plate-shaped foam body stacked on the
three-dimensional knitted material is a bead foam body
and can easily generate membrane vibration in each
bead due to flexible elasticity and small density of the
bead. The film can easily generate membrane vibration
since a predetermined tension is generated by means of
fixation of the peripheral edge portion and elastic support
by the three-dimensional knitted material close to the
load-deflection characteristic of a human muscle. That
is, according to the present invention, the membrane vi-
bration is generated in the plate-shaped foam body or
the film in the mechanical amplification device having the
load-deflection characteristic close to the load-deflection
characteristic of the muscle by a biological signal such
as heart rate, respiration, atrial and aortic vibrations and
the like, and the string vibration is generated in the three-
dimensional knitted material having the load-deflection
characteristic close to the load-deflection characteristic
of the human muscle. The string vibration of the three-
dimensional knitted material influences the membrane
vibration of the film and the like again, and these vibra-
tions act in a superposed manner. As a result, the vibra-
tion inputted from the body surface with the biological
signal is directly detected by the vibration sensor as solid
vibration amplified by superposition of the string vibration
and the membrane vibration.

[0014] If the pneumatic pressure fluctuation in the
sealed bag is detected as in the prior-art technology,
since the volume and the pressure are inversely propor-
tional, the pressure fluctuation cannot be easily detected
unless the volume of the sealed bag is made small. In
contrast, according to the present invention, instead of
the pneumatic pressure fluctuation, the amplified solid
vibration propagated to the mechanical amplification de-
vice (the three-dimensional knitted material, the plate-
shaped foam body, and the film) is detected as described
above. Thus, the capacity (volume) is rarely limited from
the viewpoint of detection sensitivity, and the vibration
with small amplitude involved in heart rate, respiration,
atrial and aortic vibrations and the like can be detected
with good sensitivity. Accordingly, the device can handle
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people with various physical sizes. As described above,
the present invention is suitable as a biological signal
detector under an environment such as a vehicle seat
used by people with various physical sizes and into which
various external vibrations are inputted. Moreover, since
it is not necessary to form a sealed structure, a manu-
facturing process is simplified and a manufacturing cost
can be lowered, which is suitable for mass production.

Brief Description of Drawings
[0015]

Fig. 1is an exploded perspective diagram illustrating
a configuration of a biological signal detector accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 2is an exploded perspective diagram illustrating
a film in use according to another form in the biolog-
ical signal detector in Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is adiagram illustrating a process of arranging
the biological signal detector in Fig. 1 in an automo-
bile seat.

Fig. 4 is a diagram illustrating a load-deflection char-
acteristic of the biological signal detector.

Fig. 5 is a diagram illustrating an output original
waveform when a biological signal is measured by
the biological signal detector.

Fig. 6(A) is a diagram illustrating a frequency anal-
ysis result of an original waveform outputted from a
vibration sensor 30 in a biological signal measuring
device of the embodiment and a waveform (filtered
waveform) obtained by removing noise such as a
body motion component and the like from the original
waveform by filtering, and Fig. 6(B) is a diagram il-
lustrating a frequency analysis result of an original
waveform outputted from a sensor in a prior-art air-
bag type biological signal detector and a waveform
(filtered waveform) obtained by removing the noise
such as a body motion component and the like from
the original waveform by filtering.

Fig. 7 (A) illustrates an original waveform outputted
fromamicrophone sensorwhichis a vibration sensor
in a test example 4, and Fig. 7 (B) is a diagram illus-
trating a waveform (filtered waveform) obtained by
removing the noise such as a body motion compo-
nent and the like from the original waveform by fil-
tering.

Fig. 8 is a diagram illustrating a frequency analysis
result of an original waveform and a filtered wave-
form of a "FILM BOTH SIDE" type biological signal
detector illustrated in Figs . 7(A) and 7(B).

Fig. 9 is a diagram illustrating a frequency analysis
result of an original waveform and a filtered wave-
form of a biological signal detector of a type using
another film illustrated in Figs. 7(A) and 7(B).

Fig. 10 is a diagram illustrating a frequency analysis
result of an original waveform and a filtered wave-
form of a biological signal detector of a type using
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still another film illustrated in Figs. 7(A) and 7(B).
Figs. 11(A) to 11(D) are diagrams illustrating deter-
mination results of states of subjects in an actual-
vehicle running test conducted with the "film both
side" type biological signal detector attached.

Figs. 12(A) to 12(D) are diagrams illustrating deter-
mination results of states of subjects in the actual-
vehicle running test conducted with the biological
signal detector of a type using another film attached.
Figs. 13(A) to 13(D) are diagrams illustrating deter-
mination results of states of subjects in the actual-
vehicle running test conducted with the biological
signal detector of a type using still another film at-
tached. Description of Embodiments

[0016] The present invention will be described below
in further detail on the basis of an embodiment of the
present invention illustrated in the drawings. Fig. 1 is a
configuration diagram illustrating a biological signal de-
tector 1 according to this embodiment. The biological sig-
nal detector 1 includes a three-dimensional knitted ma-
terial 10, a three-dimensional knitted material supporting
member 15, a film 16, plate-shaped foam bodies 21 and
22, and a vibration sensor 30.

[0017] The three-dimensional knitted material 10 is, as
disclosed in Japanese Unexamined Patent Application
Publication No. 2002-331603, for example, a knitted fab-
ric having a three-dimensional structure having a pair of
ground knitted fabrics arranged separately from each
other and a large number of connecting yarns recipro-
cating between the pair of ground knitted fabrics and con-
necting the both.

[0018] One of the ground knitted fabrics is formed of a
flat knitted fabric composition (fine stitch) which is con-
tinuous both in a wale direction and a course direction
from a yarn obtained by twisting a monofilament, for ex-
ample, while the other ground knitted fabric is formed
having a knitted structure having a honeycomb-shaped
(hexagonal) mesh from a yarn obtained by twisting a
short fiber, for example. It is needless to say that the
knitted fabric composition is optional and its combination
is also optional such that a knitted fabric composition
other than the fine-stitch composition or the honeycomb-
shape can be employed, alternatively, the fine-stitch
composition can be employed for the both. The connect-
ing yarn is knitted between the two ground knitted fabrics
so thatthe one ground knitted fabric and the other ground
knitted fabric maintain a predetermined interval. In this
embodiment, since the solid vibration of the three-dimen-
sional knitted material or particularly the string vibration
of the connecting yarn is to be detected, the connecting
yarn is preferably formed of a monofilament, but the con-
necting yarn may also be formed of a multifilament in
order to adjusta resonance frequency in accordance with
the type of a biological signal to be sampled.

[0019] Moreover, the three-dimensional knitted mate-
rial 10 is provided with a load-deflection characteristic in
a thickness direction within a range up to the load of 100
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N when being placed on a measuring plate and pressu-
rized by a pressure plate having a diameter of 30 mm or
a diameter of 98 mm and with a spring constant close to
the load-deflection characteristic of a muscle in the but-
tocks of a human being. Specifically, it is preferable to
use the material having the spring constant withinarange
of 0.1 to 5 N/mm when being pressurized by a pressure
plate, having the diameter of 30 mm or the material hav-
ing the spring constant within a range of 1 to 10 N/mm
when being pressurized by a pressure plate having the
diameter of 98 mm. By means of approximation to the
load-deflection characteristic of the muscle in the but-
tocks of a human being, the three-dimensional knitted
material is balanced with the muscle, and when a biolog-
ical signal of heart rate, respiration, atrial and aortic vi-
brations and the like is propagated, the three-dimension-
al knitted material generates the vibration similar to that
in the human muscle, and the biological signal can be
propagated without large attenuation.

[0020] As such three-dimensional knitted material, the
following may be used, for example. Each of the three-
dimensional knitted materials can be used by being
stacked in plural as necessary.

(1) Product number: 49076D (by Suminoe Textile
Co., Ltd.) Material:

Ground knitted fabric on the front side: Twisted
yarn of polyethylene terephthalate fiber false
twisted yarn of 300 decitex/288f and polyethyl-
ene terephthalate fiber false twisted yarn of 700
decitex/192f

Ground knitted fabric on the back side: Combi-
nation of polyethylene terephthalate fiber false
twisted yarn of 450 decitex/108f and polytri-
methylene terephthalate monofilament of 350
decitex/1f

Connecting yarn: polytrimethylene terephtha-
late monofilament of 350 decitex/1f

(2) Product number: 49011D (by Suminoe Textile
Co., Ltd.) Material:

Ground knitted fabric (warp): Polyethylene
terephthalate fiber false twisted yarn of 600 deci-
tex/192f

Ground knitted fabric (weft) : Polyethylene
terephthalate fiber false twisted yarn of 300 deci-
tex/72f

Connecting yarn: polyethylene terephthalate
monofilament of 800 decitex/1f

(3) Product number: 49013D (by Suminoe Textile
Co., Ltd.) Material:

Ground knitted fabric on the front side: Two
twisted yarns of polyethylene terephthalate fiber
false twisted yarn of 450 decitex/108f
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Ground knitted fabric on the back side: Two
twisted yarns of polyethylene terephthalate fiber
false twisted yarn of 450 decitex/108f
Connecting yarn: polytrimethylene terephtha-
late monofilament of 350 decitex/1f

(4) Product number : 69030D (by Suminoe Textile
Co., Ltd.) Material:

Ground knitted fabric on the front side: Two
twisted yarns of polyethylene terephthalate fiber
false twisted yarn of 450 decitex/144f

Ground knitted fabric on the back side: Combi-
nation of polyethylene terephthalate fiber false
twisted yarn of 450 decitex/144f and polytri-
methylene terephthalate monofilament of 350
decitex/1f

Connecting yarn: polytrimethylene terephtha-
late monofilament of 350 decitex/1f

(5) Product number: T24053AY5-1S by Asahi Kasei
Fibers Corporation

[0021] The plate-shaped foam bodies 21 and 22 are
formed of bead foam bodies . As the bead foam body, a
foam molded body molded by a bead method of a resin
containing at least any one of polystyrene, polypropyl-
ene, and polyethylene can be used. The plate-shaped
foam bodies 21 and 22 made of bead foam bodies prop-
agate a biological signal with micro amplitude as mem-
brane

vibration by means of characteristics of a spherical resin
film formed by foams constituting individual fine beads.
This membrane vibration is transmitted as string vibration
to the three-dimensional knitted material, the membrane
vibration and the string vibration are superposed with
each other, and the biological signal is detected by the
vibration sensor 30 which will be described later as me-
chanical vibration amplified by superposition of the mem-
brane vibration and the string vibration. Therefore, de-
tection of the biological signal is facilitated.

[0022] As the plate-shaped foam bodies 21 and 22 are
to be formed of bead foam bodies, a foaming factor is
preferably within 25 to 50 times and the thickness is
formed at an average diameter of a bead or less. For
example, if the average diameter of a bead of 30-times
foaming is approximately 4 to 6 mm, the plate-shaped
foam bodies 21 and 22 are sliced to the thickness of
approximately 3 to 5 mm. As a result, flexible elasticity
is given to the plate-shaped foam bodies 21 and 22, and
solid vibration resonant with vibration with small ampli-
tude can easily occur.

[0023] Here, as the three-dimensional knitted material
10, a strip-shaped material having a width within a range
of 40 to 100 mm and a length within a range of 100 to
300 mm is used. In this embodiment, in order to reduce
a sense of discomfort when the back part of a human
being is in contact the device, two strips are disposed on
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a target, sandwiching a portion corresponding to the
spine. It is preferable that the three-dimensional knitted
material 10 is configured to be supported by the three-
dimensional knitted material supporting member 15 as
illustrated in Fig. 1 so that the three-dimensional knitted
materials 10 can be arranged at predetermined positions
easily. The three-dimensional knitted material supporting
member 15 is molded having a plate shape, and two ver-
tically long through holes 15a and 15a for arrangement
are formed at symmetrical positions sandwiching the por-
tion corresponding to the spine. The three-dimensional
knitted material supporting member 15 is composed of
the bead foam bodies formed having a plate shape sim-
ilarly to the above-described plate-shaped foam bodies
21 and 22. The preferable foaming factor and range of
thickness as the three-dimensional knitted material sup-
porting member 15 is formed of a bead foam body are
the same as those of the above-described plate-shaped
foam bodies 21 and 22. However, the thicknesses of the
plate-shaped foam bodies 21 and 22 stacked above and
below the three-dimensional knitted materials 10 and 10
are preferably smaller than the thickness of the three-
dimensional knitted material supporting member 15 in
order that the membrane vibration is generated more re-
markably by the biological signal.

[0024] In a state where the two three-dimensional knit-
ted materials 10 and 10 are inserted and arranged in the
through holes 15a and 15a for arrangement formed in
the three-dimensional knitted material supporting mem-
ber 15, the films 16 and 16 are laminated on the front
side and the back side of the three-dimensional knitted
materials 10 and 10. In this embodiment, the peripheral
edge portions of the films 16 and 16 are bonded and
laminated on the peripheral edge portions of the through
holes 15a and 15a for arrangement. The formed positions
of the through holes 15a and 15a for arrangement (that
is, the disposed positions of the three-dimensional knitted
materials 10 and 10) are preferably set to positions cor-
responding to regions where vibration caused by motion
involved in pumping of atrium and aorta (particularly "de-
scending aorta") and motion of an aortic valve can be
detected. As a result, the three-dimensional knitted ma-
terials 10 and 10 are sandwiched by the plate-shaped
foam bodies 21 and 22 on the upper and lower surfaces,
the peripheral edge portions are surrounded by the three-
dimensional knitted material supporting member 15, and
the plate-shaped foam bodies 21 and 22 and the three-
dimensional knitted material supporting member 15 func-
tion as a resonance box (resonant box).

[0025] Moreover, it is preferable that the three-dimen-
sional knitted materials 10 and 10 are thicker than the
three-dimensional knitted material supporting member
15inuse. Thatis, such athickness relationship is realized
that, when the three-dimensional knitted materials 10 and
10 are arranged in the through holes 15a and 15a for
arrangement, the front surfaces and the back surfaces
of the three-dimensional knitted materials 10 and 10 pro-
trude from the through holes 15a and 15a for arrange-
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ment. As a result, when the peripheral edge portions of
the films 16 and 16 are bonded to the peripheral edge
portions of the through holes 15a and 15a for arrange-
ment, the three-dimensional knitted materials 10 and 10
are pressed in the thickness direction. Therefore, a ten-
sile force caused by a reaction force of the films 16 and
16 is generated, and the solid vibration (membrane vi-
bration) can easily occur in the films 16 and 16. On the
other hand, preliminary compression occurs also in the
three-dimensional knitted materials 10 and 10, and aten-
sion caused by the reaction force is generated also in
the connecting yarn maintaining the thickness form of
the three-dimensional knitted materials, thereby the
string vibration can easily occur. The films 16 and 16 are
preferably provided on both sides of the front sides and
the back sides of the three-dimensional knitted materials
10 and 10, but it is possible to configure such that the
film 16 is provided on at least either one of them.
[0026] Since the connecting yarn of the three-dimen-
sional knitted materials 10 and 10 is extended between
the pair of ground knitted fabrics, it becomes a long string
wound in a so-called coil shape, and the fiims 16 and 16
and the plate-shaped foam bodies 21 and 22 functioning
as the resonance box (resonant box) are disposed at
upper and lower node points. Since the biological signal
represented by heartrate fluctuation has a low frequency,
itis amplified by the resonance system provided with the
long string and the large number of node points. That is,
the string vibration of the connecting yarn causes the
membrane vibration of the films 16 and 16 and the mem-
brane vibration of the beads of the plate-shaped foam
bodies 21 and 22 to be generated through the large
number of node points, whereby they are superposed in
action and are amplified. The interval between the node
points of the connecting yarn of the three-dimensional
knitted materials, that is, the arrangement density of the
connecting yarn is higher the better.

[0027] In order to give the preliminary compression to
the three-dimensional knitted materials 10 and 10, the
films 16 and 16 are fastened to the surface of the three-
dimensional knitted material supporting member 15 as
described above. However, instead of disposition of the
films in correspondence with each three-dimensional
knitted material 10 as in Fig. 1, it is possible to use the
film 16 having a size that can cover both the two three-
dimensional knitted materials 10 and 10 as illustrated in
Fig. 2.

[0028] As the films 16 and 16, a plastic film made of
polyurethane elastomer (product number "DUS605-
CDR" by Sheedom Co., Ltd., for example) is preferably
used in order to capture heart rate fluctuation, for exam-
ple. However, if natural frequencies of the films 16 and
16 match, the membrane vibration is generated by res-
onance and thus, the above is not limiting but those hav-
ing the natural frequency according to the target, to be
sampled (heart rate, respiration, atrial and aortic vibra-
tions and the like) are preferably used. For example, as
will be illustrated in a test example which will be described
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later, a material with small stretch properties such as an
unwoven cloth made of thermoplastic polyester (a biaxial
woven fabric (warp: 20 fibers/inch, weft: 20 fibers/inch)
formed from a polyethylene naphthalate (PEN) fiber
(1100 dtex) by Teijin, for example) can be also used.
Moreover, an elastic fiber unwoven cloth having an elon-
gation degree of 200% or more and a recovery rate at
100%-elongation is 80% or more (product name "Espan-
sione" by KB Seiren Ltd., for example) can be also used,
for example.

[0029] The vibration sensor 30 is fastened and dis-
posed on either one of the three-dimensional knitted ma-
terials 10 before the above-described films 16 and 16 are
laminated. The three-dimensional knitted material 10 is
composed of a pair of ground knitted fabrics and the con-
necting yarn, and since the string vibration of each con-
necting yarn is transmitted to the films 16 and 16 and the
plate-shaped foam bodies 21 and 22 through the node
points with the ground knitted fabrics, the vibration sensor
30 is preferably fastened to the surface of the three-di-
mensional knitted material 10 (surface of the ground knit-
ted fabric) at a sensing portion 30a. As the vibration sen-
sor 30, a microphone sensor or particularly a capacitor-
type microphone sensor is preferably used. In this em-
bodiment, since it is not necessary to consider sealing
performance at a portion where the microphone sensor
is arranged (thatis, the through hole 15a for arrangement
in which the three-dimensional knitted material 10 is ar-
ranged), a lead wire of the microphone sensor can be
wired easily. In this embodiment, as described above,
the vibration on the body surface through the muscle of
a human being involved in the biological signal is prop-
agated not only to the three-dimensional knitted material
10 but also to the plate-shaped foam bodies 21 and 22
and the film 16, and they are vibrated (string vibration,
membrane vibration), the superposed and amplified.
Thus, the vibration sensor 30 can fix the sensing portion
30a not only to the three-dimensional knitted material 10
but also to the plate-shaped foam bodies 21 and 22 and
the film 16 constituting a vibration transmission path. In
this embodiment, since the three-dimensional knitted
material 10, the three-dimensional knitted material sup-
porting member 15, the plate-shaped foam bodies 21
and 22, and the film 16 mechanically amplify the biolog-
ical signal, they constitute the mechanical amplification
device.

[0030] The biological signal detector 1 described
above is arranged inside a seat cover 120 covering a
seatback frame 110 of the vehicle seat 100 as illustrated
in Fig. 3, forexample. Inorder to facilitate an arrangement
work, the three-dimensional knitted material 10, the
three-dimensional knitted material supporting member
15, the film 16, the plate-shaped foam bodies 21 and 22,
the vibration sensor 30 and the like constituting the bio-
logical signal detector 1 are preferably unitized in ad-
vance.
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(Test example 1)

[Load-deflection characteristics of biological signal de-
tector 1]

[0031] The biological signal detector 1 of the above-
described embodiment was placed on a measuring plate,
a spot where the three-dimensional knitted material 10
was arranged was pressurized by a pressure plate hav-
ing a diameter of 30 mm, and the load-deflection char-
acteristics were examined. As the plate-shaped foam
bodies 21 and 22 and the three-dimensional knitted ma-
terial supporting member 15, a bead foam body having
an average bead diameter of approximately 5 mm and
sliced to the thickness of 3 mm was used. The three-
dimensional knitted material 10 was a product made by
Suminoe Textile Co., Ltd., the product number: 49011D
and having a thickness of 10 mm. As the film 16, a product
made by Sheedom Corporation, the product number of
"DUS605-CDR" was used (film specification). Moreover,
the biological signal detector 1 of the embodiment was
laminated on the back side of the product name "Twin
Lumbar" made by Delta Tooling, which is a drive cushion
formed from a three-dimensional knitted material having
an excellent external vibration removing effect, the lam-
inated body was placed on the measuring plate in that
state, and the load-deflection characteristics were meas-
ured similarly.

[0032] Regarding the biological signal measuring de-
vice 1 (PEN specification) manufactured by using a pol-
yethylene terephthalate (PEN) fiber by Teijin as the film
16 and by disposing it so as to cover both the two three-
dimensional knitted materials 10 and 10, as illustrated in
Fig. 2, and the biological signal measuring device 1 (Es-
pansione specification) manufactured by using the prod-
uct name "Espansione" by KB Seiren Ltd. as the film 16
and by disposing it so as to cover both the two three-
dimensional knitted materials 10 and 10, as illustrated in
Fig. 2, the load-deflection characteristics were measured
similarly to the above. The result is illustrated in Fig. 4.
[0033] Asillustrated in Fig. 4, the biological signal de-
tector 1 of the embodiment had a spring constant within
arange up to the load of 30N was 6 to 10 N/mm and that
was substantially the same as the spring constant in the
load range of 40 to 60 N of the load-deflection charac-
teristics of the muscle on the back part. Moreover, in a
state where it was laminated on the product name "Twin
Lumbar", the spring constant was further lower and be-
came extremely close to the load-deflection characteris-
tics within the load range around 10 N of the load-deflec-
tion characteristics of the muscle of the back part of a
human being. Therefore, by using the biological signal
measuring device 1 of this embodiment and by covering
it with a drive cushion made of a three-dimensional knit-
ted material similarly to the product name "Twin Lumbar"
formed from the three-dimensional knitted material or a
seat cover made of the three-dimensional knitted mate-
rial, it is known that a difference between a pressure gen-
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erated by vibration of the back part muscle of a human
being (internal pressure) and a pressure involved in com-
pression and recovery of the three-dimensional knitted
material (external pressure) no longer exists, and the
heart rate, respiration, atrial and aortic vibrations and the
like can be easily propagated as solid vibration.

(Test example 2)
[Comparison of presence of film]

[0034] The biological signal measuring device 1 em-
ploying a material made of a bead foam body having a
thickness of 5 mm instead of the plate-shaped foam bod-
ies 21 and 22 made of a bead foam body having a thick-
ness of 3 mm and the three-dimensional knitted material
supporting member 15 was manufactured. This was set
on a seatback made of resin, a subject was seated, and
a biological signal was measured. The device was set
on such a region that the three-dimensional knitted ma-
terial 10 can detect vibration generated by motion in-
volved in pumping of the atrium and aorta (particularly,
the "descending aorta") and motion of an aortic valve.
Fig. 5 illustrates an output original waveform of the vibra-
tion sensor 30 at that time. In Fig. 5, the phrase "FOAM
5mm+FILM (HUMAN SIDE) + NET + FILM (SEAT SIDE)
+ FOAM 5 mm" has the completely same structure as
the biological signal detector 1 illustrated in Fig. 1, the
phrase "FOAM 5 mm + FILM (HUMAN SIDE) + NET +
FOAM 5 mm" has the structure obtained by removing the
film on the seatback side from the structure in Fig. 1, and
the phrase "FOAM 5 mm + NET + FOAM 5 mm" has the
structure obtained by removing the both films on the hu-
man side and the seat back side from the structure in
Fig. 1.

[0035] In all cases, the biological signal (vibration of
the aorta involved in pumping) is captured, but as com-
pared with the case where the film is not arranged, am-
plitude in the case where the film is disposed only on the
side in contact with a human being is larger, and more-
over, if the film is arranged on the both sides of the three-
dimensional knitted material 10, the amplitude becomes
much larger. Thus, itis known that the amplification effect
realized by combination with the membrane vibration of
the film 16 is high.

(Test example 3)

[Comparison between biological signal measuring de-
vice in this embodiment and biological signal detector of
prior-art air-bag type]

[0036] The biological signal detector 1 used in the test
example 1 (the type using the product number "DUS605-
CDR" by Sheedom Co., Ltd. as the film 16) was stacked
on the back side of the product name "Twin Lumbar"
made by Delta Tooling which is a drive cushion formed
of the three-dimensional knitted material having an ex-
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cellent external vibration removing effect and placed on
the measuring plate in that state, and the load-deflection
characteristics were measured similarly.

[0037] Moreover, the biological signal measuring de-
vice 1 manufactured by using a polyethylene naphthalate
(PEN) fiber by Teijin as the film 16 and by disposing it so
as to cover both the two three-dimensional knitted ma-
terials 10 and 10, as illustrated in Fig. 2, and the biological
signal measuring device 1 manufactured by using the
product name "Espansione" by KB Seiren Ltd. as the film
16 and by disposing it so as to cover both the two three-
dimensional knitted materials 10 and 10, as illustrated in
Fig. 2, were stacked on the back side of the productname
"Twin Lumbar" made by Delta Tooling and attached to a
front passenger seat of a vehicle and the actual-vehicle
running test was conducted. The device was set on such
a region that the three-dimensional knitted material 10
can detect vibration generated by motion involved in
pumping of the atrium and aorta (particularly, the "de-
scending aorta") and motion of an aortic valve. Fig. 6(A)
illustrates a frequency analysis result of an original wave-
form outputted from the vibration sensor 30 at that time
and a waveform (filtered waveform) obtained by remov-
ing the noise such as a body motion component and the
like from the original waveform by filtering. The subject
was the same as that in the test example 2, and the heart
rate of this subject during activity metabolism is approx-
imately 70 times a minute on an average, that is, approx-
imately 1.3 Hz. From Fig. 6(A), it can be observed that
the biological signal measuring device 1 used in the test
example 1 has the highest peak in the vicinity of 1.2 to
1.4 Hz in the original waveform, while the noise in the
vicinity of 0.5 Hz and 0.9 Hz is removed in the filtered
waveform, which has a clear peak in the vicinity of 1.2 to
1.4 Hz, and that the atrial and aortic vibration including
a heart rate component was reliably detected.

[0038] On the other hand, a prior-art air-bag type bio-
logical signal detector was manufactured by using two
films of the product number"DUS605-CDR" by Sheedom
Co., Ltd. by positioning the three-dimensional knitted ma-
terial inside, and further by sandwiching a tube between
the two films and sealing the peripheral edge by vibration
welding. A capacitor-type microphone sensor was ar-
ranged in the tube, and pneumatic pressure fluctuation
in the sealed air bag was measured. This air-bag type
biological signal detector is stacked on the back side of
the product name "Twin Lumbar" made by Delta Tooling
and attached to a driver seat of a vehicle similarly to the
above and the actual-vehicle running test was conduct-
ed. Fig. 6(B) illustrates a frequency analysis result of an
original waveform outputted from the microphone sensor
at that time and a waveform (filtered waveform) obtained
by removing the noise such as a body motion component
and the like from the original waveform by filtering. As a
result, the originalwaveform has a peak also in the vicinity
of 1.2 Hz in addition to 0.5 Hz, 0.8 Hz, and 1.0 Hz, while
the filtered waveform has a peak in the vicinity of 0.8 Hz,
1.0 Hz, and 1.2 Hz, and the highest peak among them
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was 1.0 Hz. That is, in the case of the air bag type, the
resonance frequency was 1.0 Hz which was shifted from
1.2 to 1.4 Hz which is the heart rate component of the
subject during activity metabolism. Therefore, the biolog-
ical signal detector 1 of this embodiment coincided more
with the purpose of detecting the biological signal com-
ponent mainly of the pulse wave of the heart (including
the atrial and aortic vibrations) and had more excellent
sensitivity than the prior-art air-bag type.

(Test example 4)
[Comparison of types of film]

[0039] Following three biological signal measuring de-
vices 1 manufactured in the test example 1:

The biological signal measuring device 1 manufac-
tured by disposing the product number "DUS605-
CDR" by Sheedom Co., Ltd. as the film 16 on the
both sides of each of the two three-dimensional knit-
ted materials 10 and 10 as illustrated in Fig. 1 (noted
as "FILM BOTH SIDES" in the figure);

the biological signal measuring device 1 manufac-
tured by using a polyethylene naphthalate (PEN) fib-
er by Teijin as the film 16 and by disposing it on the
both sides of the three-dimensional knitted materials
so as to cover both the two three-dimensional knitted
materials 10 and 10 as illustrated in Fig. 2 (noted as
"PEN BOTH SIDES" in the figure); and

the biological signal measuring device 1 manufac-
tured by using the product name "Espansione" by
KB Seiren Ltd. as the film 16 and by disposing it on
the both sides of the three-dimensional knitted ma-
terials so as to cover both the two three-dimensional
knitted materials 10 and 10 as illustrated in Fig. 2
(noted as "ESPANSIONE BOTH SIDES" in the fig-
ure) were stacked on the back side of the product
name "Twin lumbar" by Delta Tooling and attached
to the front passenger seat of a vehicle, respectively,
an actual vehicle was driven, and a detection result
of each of the biological signal measuring devices 1
was examined.

[0040] Fig. 7(A) illustrates an original waveform out-
putted from the microphone sensor which is the vibration
sensor 30, and Fig. 7(B) is a diagram illustrating a wave-
form (filtered waveform) obtained by removing the noise
such as a body motion component and the like from the
original waveform by filtering.

[0041] Figs. 8to 10 are diagrams illustrating frequency
analysis results of the original waveform and the filtered
waveform in Figs. 7(A) and 7(B), in which Fig. 8 illustrates
a frequency analysis result using the product number
"DUS605-CDR" by Sheedom Co. , Ltd. , Fig. Qillustrates
the result using polyethylene naphthalate (PEN) fiber by
Teijin, and Fig. 10 illustrates the result using the product
name "Espansione" by KB Seiren Ltd.
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[0042] From Fig. 8, it can be observed that the peak
of the filtered waveform is within a range of 1.2 to 1.4 Hz,
and the heart rate component of this subject is reliably
detected. On the other hand, in Fig. 9, there are peaks
having substantially the same height in the vicinity of 0.7
to 0.8 Hz and 1.0 Hz, and Fig. 10 has a marked peak
within a range of 0.8 to 0.9 Hz and a small peak in the
vicinity of 1.3 Hz. In the both cases, the highest peak was
shifted from the heart rate component of the subject.
From this fact, it is preferable to use the product number
"DUS605-CDR" by Sheedom Co. , Ltd. as the film 16 in
order to detect the atrial and aortic vibrations including
the heartrate component of this subject, butifafrequency
of a target to be sampled is different, such as when a
respiration rate is to be measured, for example, or when
the atrial and aortic vibrations including the heart rate
during sleep with muscles in a relaxed state (both lower
than that while being awake) is to be detected, those
using Espansione are suitable. Moreover, it is also pos-
sible to capture the biological signal with further different
frequencies by providing a plurality of types of these films
in lamination. Therefore, the film 16 has a function of
adjusting the resonance frequency of the biological signal
measuring device 1 by varying the type and the number
of disposed films.

(Test example 5)

[0043] The biological signal detector 1 of the "FILM
BOTH SIDES" type in the test example 4 was stacked
on the back side of the product name "Twin Lumbar" by
Delta Tooling and attached to a front passenger seat of
a vehicle. Then, an actual vehicle was driven, and the
state of the subject was measured. The result is illustrat-
ed in Figs. 11(A) to 11(D), in which Fig. 11(D) illustrates
a comprehensive determination result of the state of the
subject. This is based on the technology of Japanese
Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
2009-237802 previously proposed by the applicant, in
which a method (hereinafter referred to as a "zero-cross-
ing method") in which a time-series waveform of a fre-
quency is acquired from the time-series waveform of a
detected biological signal, a time window having a pre-
determined time width is set, inclination of the frequency
is acquired by the least square method, and the time-
series waveform of the frequency is acquired by using
the sign of the frequency inclination time-series wave-
form when the time-series waveform is outputted, the
sign of an integrated waveform of the frequency inclina-
tion time-series waveform, and a point where the sign
changes from positive to negative in the time-series
waveform of the detected biological signal and a method
(hereinafter referred to as a "peak detection method") in
which the time-series waveform is subjected to smooth-
ing differentiation and the time-series waveform is ac-
quired by using a maximum value (peak) are used, and
comparison of absolute values of the frequency inclina-
tion time-series waveforms obtained in both cases, emer-
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gence of an opposite phase when the frequency inclina-
tion time-series waveform and the time-series waveform
during frequency fluctuation are outputted in a super-
posed manner (emergence of an opposite phase indi-
cates a sign of sleep-onset) and the like are combined
to determine the state of a person. The upper side of the
vertical axis indicates a relaxed state (active state), while
the degree of fatigue (fatigue state) increases toward the
lower side.

[0044] In Fig. 10(D), phrases like "slightly sleepy",
"dazed", "normal" and the like describe the senses felt
by the subject during the test, and they substantially
matched the determination result in Fig. 10(D).

[0045] Fig. 11 is aresult of the test conducted similarly
to Figs. 10 using the biological signal detector 1 of the
"PEN both sides" type in the test example 4.

[0046] As illustrated in Fig. 11(D), the determination
result relatively close to the sense of the subject was also
obtained in this case, but the determination result by the
biological signal measuring device 1 of the above-de-
scribed "film both sides" type was closer to the sense of
the subject.

[0047] Figs. 12 are aresult of the test conducted sim-
ilarly by using the biological signal measuring device 1
of the "Espansione both sides" type in the test example
4. Examining Fig. 12(D), there is a slight difference be-
tween the sense of the subject and the determination
result in Fig. 9(D). From this fact, it can be considered
that a highly elastic fiber unwoven cloth with extremely
high elongation and recovery rates is not very suitable
for a film when the atrial and aortic vibrations during the
activity metabolism are to be captured as above. How-
ever, if a target to be sampled is different or in the case
of determination of the state during sleep, use of the elas-
tic fiber unwoven cloth like Espansione is preferable as
described above.

[0048] From those facts, it is preferable that the bio-
logical signal detector 1 of the "film both sides" type is
used for measurement of the biological signal during the
activity metabolism and the biological signal measuring
device 1 of the "PEN both sides" type or the "Espansione
both sides" type is used for measurement of the biological
signal during resting metabolism (relaxed state) or sleep
metabolism, for example. It is needless to say that the
biological signal measuring device 1 of the "PEN both
sides" type or the "Espansione both sides" type might be
more suitable for detection of atrial and aortic vibrations
including the heart rate component depending on the
subject.

[0049] The polyethylene naphthalate (PEN) fiber by
Teij in itself is plastically deformed and functions as a
damping element, but if a load is applied to the biological
signal measuring device 1, the elasticity of the three-di-
mensional knitted material 10 arranged therein acts.
Moreover, if the product name "Espansione" by KB Seir-
en Ltd. is used, since the spring elements are arranged
in series by being combined with the elastic support of
the three-dimensional knitted material 10, more flexible
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spring characteristics are created. From these facts , the
biological signal measuring device 1 of the "PEN both
sides" type or the "Espansione both sides" type has a
resonance frequency different from that of the biological
signal detector 1 of the "film both sides" type, and it is
preferable to use them according to the type of a signal
to be sampled or age, sex and the like of the subject.
Moreover, the polyethylene naphthalate (PEN) fiber by
Teijin and the product name "Espansione" by KB Seiren
Ltd. are preferable since they have air permeability from
the viewpoint of preventing dampness.

[0050] From the above-described results, it is found
that the biological signal detector 1 of the above-de-
scribed embodiment canreliably detect the biological sig-
nal of a human being as solid vibration. Moreover, since
sealing performance does not have to be considered and
itis only necessary to sequentially stack the plate-shaped
foam bodies 21 and 22, the three-dimensional knitted
materials 10 and 10, and the films 16 and 16, a manu-
facturing work is easy and manufacture is possible with
a low cost, which is suitable for mass production.

Industrial Applicability
[0051] The biological signal measuring device of the
present invention can be used for sampling a biological
signal by being attached to a range corresponding to the
back part of a human being in bedding (bed, futon and
the like) supporting a human body and a seat structure
(a vehicle seat, a desk chair, a massaging chair, a sofa
and the like).
Reference Signs List
[0052]

1 biological signal detector

10 three-dimensional knitted material

15 three-dimensional knitted material supporting
member

15a through hole for arrangement
16 film
21, 22 plate-shaped foam body

30 vibration sensor

Claims
1. A biological signal detector (1) comprising:

a mechanical amplification device provided with
a three-dimensional knitted material (10) for
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generating string vibration by vibration propaga-
tion involved in a human biological signal and a
plate-shaped foam body (21,22) stacked on
both the front side and the back side of the three-
dimensional knitted material (10) for generating
membrane vibration by the vibration propaga-
tion involved in the human biological signal, and
for converting the vibration involved in the hu-
man biological signal to amplified solid vibration
by a superposing action of the string vibration
and membrane vibration; and

a vibration sensor (30) attached to the mechan-
ical amplification device for detecting the ampli-
fied solid vibration;

wherein

the three-dimensional knitted material (10) in-
cludes a pair of ground knitted fabrics arranged
separately from each other and a large number
of connecting yarns which reciprocate between
the pair of ground knitted fabrics and connect
the both;

the three-dimensional knitted material (10) has
a spring constant close to a spring constant ob-
tained from the load-deflection characteristic of
a human muscle in a load-deflection character-
istic within a range of a load up to 100 N when
being pressurized by a pressure plate having a
diameter of 30 mm or a diameter of 98 mm;
each plate-shaped foam body (21,22) is a bead
foam body;

the mechanical amplification device has a film
(16) laminated between the three-dimensional
knitted material (10) and atleast one of the plate-
shaped foam bodies (21,22) and the membrane
vibration of the film is further superposed to the
string vibration and the membrane vibration; the
mechanical amplification device is further pro-
vided with a three-dimensional knitted material
supporting member (15) in which a through hole
(15a) for arrangement to arrange the three-di-
mensional knitted material is formed;

in a state where the three-dimensional knitted
material (10) is arranged in the through hole
(15a) for arrangement, the film (16) is laminated
on at least either one of the front side and the
back side of the three-dimensional knitted ma-
terial (10), and a peripheral edge portion of the
film is fixed to the three-dimensional knitted ma-
terial supporting member (15);

each plate-shaped foam body (21,22) that has
afilm (16) laminated between that plate-shaped
foam body and the three-dimensional knitted
material is stacked through the film (16) ;

the three-dimensional knitted material support-
ing member (15) is a bead foam body formed
having a plate shape; and

the three-dimensional knitted material (10) has
the spring constant within a range of 0.1 to 5
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1"

N/mm when being pressurized by the pressure
plate having the diameter of 30 mm or the spring
constant within a range of 1 to 10 N/mm when
being pressurized by the pressure plate having
the diameter of 98 mm.

2. The biological signal detector according to claim 1,
wherein
each bead foam body is a foam molded body by a
bead method of a resin containing at least any one
of polystyrene, polypropylene, and polyethylene.

3. The biological signal detector according to claim 1
or 2, wherein
each bead foam body is formed having a thickness
not more than an average diameter of the bead.

4. The biological signal detector according to claim 1,
wherein
the three-dimensional knitted material (10) has a
thickness larger than that of each bead foam body
constituting the three-dimensional knitted material
supporting member (15).

5. The biological signal detector according to claim 1,
wherein
the connecting yarn is a monofilament.

6. The biological signal detector according to claim 1,
wherein
the connecting yarn is a multifilament.

7. The biological signal detector according to claim 1
or 2, wherein
a sensing portion of the vibration sensor (30) is fixed
to the three-dimensional knitted material (10), the
plate-shaped foam bodies(21,22) or a said film (16).

8. The biological signal detector according to claim 1,
wherein
the vibration sensor (30) is a microphone sensor.

9. The biological signal detector according to claim 1,
wherein
the biological signal detector is attached to a range
corresponding to the back part of a human being in
bedding or a seat structure (100).

Patentanspriiche
1. Detektor flr biologische Signale (1), umfassend:

eine mechanische Verstarkungsvorrichtung, die
mit einem dreidimensionalen gewirkten Material
(10) zum Erzeugen einer Fadenschwingung
durch Schwingungsausbreitung, die an einem
menschlichen biologischen Signal beteiligt ist,
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und mit einem plattenférmigen Schaumstoffkor-
per (21, 22) bereitgestellt ist, der sowohl auf der
Vorderseite als auch auf der Riickseite des drei-
dimensionalen gewirkten Materials (10) zum Er-
zeugen einer Membranschwingung durch
Schwingungsausbreitung, die an dem mensch-
lichen biologischen Signal beteiligt ist, gestapelt
ist, und zum Umwandeln der Schwingung, die
an dem menschlichen biologischen Signal be-
teiligt ist, zu einer verstarkten festen Schwin-
gung durch eine Uberlagernde Aktion der Fa-
denschwingung und Membranschwingung; und
einen Schwingungssensor (30), der an der me-
chanischen Verstarkungsvorrichtung befestigt
ist, um die verstarkte feste Schwingung zu er-
fassen;

wobei

das dreidimensionale gewirkte Material (10) ein
Paar von Grundgewirken enthalt, die voneinan-
der getrennt angeordnet sind, und eine grolRe
Anzahl von Verbindungsgarnen, die zwischen
dem Paar von Grundgewirken hin- und herge-
hen und die beiden verbinden;

das dreidimensionale gewirkte Material (10) ei-
ne Federkonstante nahe einer Federkonstante
aufweist, die aus der Federkennlinie eines
menschlichen Muskels in einer Federkennlinie
innerhalb eines Bereichs einer Last von bis zu
100 N erhalten wird, wenn er mit einer Druck-
platte druckbeaufschlagt wird, die einen Durch-
messer von 30 mm odereinen Durchmesser von
98 mm aufweist;

jeder plattenférmige Schaumstoffkdrper (21,
22) ein Partikelschaumstoffkérper ist;

die mechanische Verstarkungsvorrichtung ei-
nen Film (16) aufweist, der zwischen dem drei-
dimensionalen gewirkten Material (10) und min-
destens einem der plattenférmigen Schaum-
stoffkdrper (21, 22) laminiert ist und die Memb-
ranschwingung des Films weiter von der Faden-
schwingung und der Membranschwingung
Uberlagert wird;

die mechanische Verstarkungsvorrichtung wei-
ter mit einem dreidimensionalen Stiitzelement
(15) fur gewirktes Material bereitgestellt ist, in
dem ein Durchgangsloch (15a) zur Anordnung
fir das Anordnen des dreidimensionalen ge-
wirkten Materials ausgebildet ist;

in einem Zustand, in dem das dreidimensionale
gewirkte Material (10) in dem Durchgangsloch
(15a) zur Anordnung angeordnet ist, der Film
(16) auf mindestens entweder die Vorderseite
oder die Rickseite des dreidimensionalen ge-
wirkten Materials (10) laminiert ist, und ein Um-
fangskantenabschnitt des Films an dem Stutz-
element (15) fiir dreidimensionales gewirktes
Material befestigt ist;

jeder plattenférmige Schaumstoffkdrper (21,
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22), der einen Film (16) aufweist, der zwischen
diesem plattenférmigen Schaumstoffkérper und
dem dreidimensionalen gewirkten Material lami-
niert ist, durch den Film (16) gestapelt wird;
das dreidimensionale Stiitzelement (15) flur ge-
wirktes Material ein Partikelschaumstoffkérper
ist, der eine Plattenform aufweist; und

das dreidimensionale gewirkte Material (10) die
Federkonstante innerhalb eines Bereichs von
0,1 bis 5 N/mm aufweist, wenn es durch die
Druckplatte mit dem Durchmesser von 30 mm
druckbeaufschlagtwird, oder die Federkonstan-
te innerhalb eines Bereichs von 1 bis 10 N/mm,
wenn es durch die Druckplatte mit dem Durch-
messer von 98 mm druckbeaufschlagt wird.

Detektor flr biologische Signale nach Anspruch 1,
wobei

jeder Partikelschaumstoffkérper ein schaumgeform-
ter Korper ist, der durch ein Partikelverfahren aus
einem Harz hergestelltist, das mindestens eines von
Polystyrol, Polypropylen und Polyethylen enthalt.

Detektor fiir biologische Signale nach Anspruch 1
oder 2, wobei

jeder Partikelschaumstoffkérper mit einer Dicke von
nicht mehr als einem durchschnittlichen Durchmes-
ser des Partikels gebildet ist.

Detektor flr biologische Signale nach Anspruch 1,
wobei

das dreidimensionale gewirkte Material (10) eine Di-
cke aufweist, die gréRer als diejenige jedes Partikel-
schaumstoffkdrpers ist, der das Stitzelement (15)
fur dreidimensionales gewirktes Material bildet.

Detektor flr biologische Signale nach Anspruch 1,
wobei
das Verbindungsgarn ein Monofilament ist.

Detektor flr biologische Signale nach Anspruch 1,
wobei
das Verbindungsgarn ein Multifilament ist.

Detektor fiir biologische Signale nach Anspruch 1
oder 2, wobei

ein Erfassungsabschnitt des Schwingungssensors
(30) an dem dreidimensionalen gewirkten Material
(10), den plattenférmigen Schaumstoffkérpern (21,
22) oder einem Film (16) befestigt ist.

Detektor flr biologische Signale nach Anspruch 1,
wobei
der Schwingungssensor (30) ein Mikrofonsensor ist.

Detektor flr biologische Signale nach Anspruch 1,
wobei
der Detektor fir biologische Signale in einem Be-
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reich befestigt ist, der dem Rickenteil eines Men-
schenin einer Bettungs- oder einer Sitzstruktur (100)
entspricht.

Revendications

Détecteur de signal biologique (1) comprenant :

un dispositif d’amplification mécanique fourni
avec un matériau tricoté tridimensionnel (10)
pour générer des vibrations de corde par pro-
pagation de vibrations impliquées dans un si-
gnal biologique humain et un corps en mousse
en forme de plaque (21, 22) empilé a la fois sur
le c6té avant et sur le c6té arriere du matériau
tricoté tridimensionnel (10) pour générer des vi-
brations de membrane par la propagation de vi-
brations impliquées dans le signal biologique
humain, et pour convertir les vibrations impli-
quées dans le signal biologique humain en vi-
brations solides amplifiées par une action de su-
perposition des vibrations de corde et des vibra-
tions de membrane ; et

un capteur de vibrations (30) attaché au dispo-
sitif d’amplification mécanique pour détecter les
vibrations solides amplifiées ;

dans lequel

le matériau tricoté tridimensionnel (10) inclut
une paire de tissus tricotés de base agencés
séparément 'un de I'autre et un grand nombre
de fils de liaison qui font un mouvement de va
et vient entre la paire de tissus tricotés de base
et relient les deux ;

le matériau tricoté tridimensionnel (10) a une
constante de ressort proche d’une constante de
ressort obtenue a partir de la caractéristique de
charge - déformation d’'un muscle humain dans
une caractéristique de charge - déformation
dans une plage de charge jusqu’a 100 N lorsqu'il
est soumis a une pression par une plaque de
pression ayant un diametre de 30 mm ou un
diamétre de 98 mm ;

chaque corps en mousse en forme de plaque
(21, 22) est un corps en mousse a billes ;

le dispositif d’amplification mécanique a un film
(16) stratifieé entre le matériau tricoté tridimen-
sionnel (10) et au moins I'un des corps en mous-
se en forme de plaque (21, 22) et les vibrations
de membrane du film sont en outre superposées
aux vibrations de corde et aux vibrations de
membrane ;

le dispositif d’amplification mécanique est en
outre doté d’'un élément de support (15) du ma-
tériau tricoté tridimensionnel dans lequel un trou
débouchant (15a) d’agencement pour agencer
le matériau tricoté tridimensionnel est formé ;
dans un état ou le matériau tricoté tridimension-
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nel (10) est agencé dans le trou débouchant
(15a) d’agencement, le film (16) est stratifié sur
au moins I'un ou l'autre du c6té avant et du cété
arriere du matériau tricoté tridimensionnel (10),
et une portion de bord périphérique du film est
fixée a I'élément de support (15) du matériau
tricoté tridimensionnel ;

chaque corps en mousse en forme de plaque
(21, 22) qui a un film (16) stratifié entre le corps
en mousse en forme de plaque et le matériau
tricoté tridimensionnel est empilé au travers du
film (16) ;

I’élément de support (15) du matériau tricoté tri-
dimensionnel est un corps en mousse a billes
formé en ayant une forme de plaque ; et

le matériau tricoté tridimensionnel (10) ala cons-
tante deressortdans une plage de 0,1 a5 N/mm
lorsqu’il est soumis a une pression par la plaque
de pression ayant le diamétre de 30 mm ou la
constante de ressort dans une plage de 1 a 10
N/mm lorsqu'’il est soumis a une pression par la
plaque de pression ayant le diametre de 98 mm.

Détecteur de signal biologique selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel

chaque corps en mousse a billes est un corps en
mousse moulé par un procédé a billes d’'une résine
contenant au moins I'un quelconque parmi le polys-
tyréne, le polypropyléne, et le polyéthyléne.

Détecteur de signal biologique selon la revendica-
tion 1 ou 2, dans lequel

chaque corps en mousse a billes est formé en ayant
une épaisseur non supérieure a un diamétre moyen
de la bille.

Détecteur de signal biologique selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel

le matériau tricoté tridimensionnel (10) a une épais-
seur plus grande que celle de chaque corps en
mousse a billes constituantl’élémentde support (15)
du matériau tricoté tridimensionnel.

Détecteur de signal biologique selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel
le fil de liaison est un monofilament.

Détecteur de signal biologique selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel
le fil de liaison est un multifilament.

Détecteur de signal biologique selon la revendica-
tion 1 ou 2, dans lequel

une portion de captage du capteur de vibrations (30)
estfixée au matériau tricoté tridimensionnel (10), aux
corps en mousse en forme de plaque (21, 22) ou
audit film (16).
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Détecteur de signal biologique selon la
revendication1, dans lequel

le capteur de vibrations (30) est un capteur a micro-
phone.

Détecteur de signal biologique selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel

le détecteur de signal biologique est attaché a une
plage correspondant a la partie arriere d’'un étre hu-
main dans une literie ou une structure de siege (100).
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FIG. 1
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FIG. 10
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FIG. 12
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