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(54) Dual band telemetry system

(57) A dual band telemetry system useful for moni-
toring patients in a care unit of a health care facility. The
system includes an antenna system with a first antenna
(44) tuned to receive a signal in a first frequency band,
a second antenna (46) tuned to receive a signal in a sec-
ond frequency band, a down converter (85) for produc-
ing a frequency translation signal, and a mixer (82) cou-

pled to the second antenna. The mixer (82) combines
the signal received by the second antenna with the fre-
quency translation signal to produce a signal having a
frequency in the first frequency band. A combiner (122)
coupled to the mixer and the first antenna combines the
signal generated by the mixer with the signal received
by the first antenna. The combined signals are ultimately

delivered to a central station (12) for processing.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to systems and
devices for monitoring patients in a healthcare facility
and particularly to patient monitoring systems that allow
the patient to ambulate through a care unit in the facility.
[0002] Most patient monitoring systems that permit
patients to ambulate through a care unit use telemetry-
based communication schemes. In one common form,
the patient wears a telemetry transmitter attached to the
patient using ECG electrodes. The telemetry transmitter
acquires an ECG signal, conducts a nominal amount of
filtering on the ECG signal, and transmits a telemetry
data signal to an antenna array, typically located in the
ceiling of the care unit. The telemetry signal is conduct-
ed through the antenna array to a telemetry receiver,
which in turn, is connected to a central station that an-
alyzes and displays the ECG information for viewing and
evaluation by the clinicians staffing the care units.
[0003] Existing medical telemetry systems are regu-
lated by the Federal Communications Commission
("FCC") and are required to use VHF (very high frequen-
cy) and UHF (ultra high frequency) radio-frequency
("RF") bands for their wireless data links. Presently, it is
necessary to install two separate telemetry infrastruc-
tures or systems to utilize both of these bands. Of
course, installing two systems increases the cost of pa-
tient monitoring. Proposed changes in FCC regulations
will provide a new band (the L-band) in the RF spectrum
for medical telemetry systems. While the addition of the
new band will provide new capacity for telemetry sys-
tems and help reduce interference with other RF sig-
nals, operating in the new band with current technology
would require an additional and separate telemetry in-
frastructure. However, if L-band telemetry systems
could be implemented without additional infrastructure,
significant cost savings could be realized.

[0004] Accordingly, the present invention provides a
dual band telemetry system that is capable of receiving
both UHF and L-band signals. The architecture of the
system permits the detection and processing of L-band
and UHF signals with a common receiver and antenna
system, thereby eliminating costly, redundant infrastruc-
ture that would otherwise be required.

[0005] The system includes an antenna system hav-
ing a first antenna tuned to receive a signal having a
frequency in a first frequency band, a second antenna
tuned to receive a signal having a frequency in a second
frequency band, a down converter for producing a fre-
quency translation signal, and a mixer coupled to the
second antenna and the down converter. The mixer
combines the signal received by the second antenna
with the frequency translation signal to produce a signal
having a frequency in the first frequency band. In other
words, the mixer converts the signal received by the
second antenna to a signal in the first frequency band.
A combiner coupled to the mixer and the first antenna
combines the signal generated by the mixer with the sig-
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nal received by the first antenna. The combined signals
are then delivered to a receiver station or subsystem de-
signed to receive signals in the first frequency band.
[0006] One advantage of the present invention is that
it eliminates the need to provide a receiver subsystem
capable of processing signals in the second frequency
band. The signal received by the second antenna is con-
verted to a signal in the first frequency band and, thus,
may be processed by the same receiver subsystem that
processes signals from the first antenna.

[0007] Preferably, the dual band telemetry system of
the presentinvention is designed to operate with RF sig-
nals. In particular, the first antenna is designed to re-
ceive UHF signals and the second antenna is designed
to receive L-band signals. The first antenna is designed
to receive signals in a particular channel within the UHF
band and the signals from the second antenna are con-
verted to a second channel in the UHF band before de-
tection at the receiver station.

[0008] The down converter is designed so that the fre-
quency of the translation signal may be selected so that
the converted signal produced by the mixer falls within
the second channel in the first frequency. The frequency
of the second channel depends on factors such as
avoiding interference with other RF signals including the
signal from the first antenna and local UHF signals from
television broadcasts. To set an appropriate frequency
for the translation signal, the down converter uses an
oscillator, a synthesizer, and a filter coupled in a series
loop (i.e., the components form a phase-lock loop). The
synthesizer is programmed through a microprocessor
that can receive input from a technician, administrator,
or similar person to adjust the frequency. The synthe-
sizer derives its frequency reference from a temperature
controlled oscillator to compensate for temperature
changes.

[0009] The antenna system is designed to work with
telemetry transmitters worn by patients in a care unit, a
receiver subsystem, and a central station. The transmit-
ters acquire patient data and transmit that data at a pre-
determined frequency. In its simplest form, the system
operates with one telemetry transmitter that operates in
the first frequency band and a second transmitter that
operates in the second frequency band. The signals
sent by the telemetry transmitters are received by the
first and second antennas and the signal from the sec-
ond antenna is converted as described above. The sig-
nal from the first antenna and the converted signal are
then relayed to the receiver subsystem which in turn de-
livers the signals to a central station. The patient data
is collected and analyzed at the central station.

[0010] As is apparent from the above, it is an advan-
tage of the present invention to provide a multiple band
telemetry system that requires only one receiver sub-
system and central station. Other features and advan-
tages of the present invention will become apparent by
consideration of the detailed description and accompa-
nying drawings.
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[0011] In the drawings:
FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a dual band telemetry
system embodying the invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a converter and control
unit that may be used in the telemetry system of
FIG. 1; and

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram of a filter suitable for use
in a synthesizer local oscillator of the present inven-
tion.

[0012] Before one embodiment of the invention is ex-
plained in detail, it is to be understood that the invention
is not limited in its application to the details of the con-
struction and the arrangements of the components set
forth in the following description or illustrated in the
drawings. The invention is capable of other embodi-
ments and of being practiced or being carried out in var-
ious ways. Also, it is to be understood that the phrase-
ology and terminology used herein is for the purpose of
description and should not be regarded as limiting.
[0013] FIG. 1illustrates a dual band telemetry system
10 embodying the invention. As is commonly known in
the art, the system 10 includes a central station 12. The
central station 12 includes a processing unit or proces-
sor 14, which, in its most common form is a computer.
The processor 14 is coupled to a display 16 and speaker
18 and may receive input from a keyboard 20, a micro-
phone 22, or a mouse 24. The central station 12 is con-
nected to a receiver subsystem 30 through a communi-
cation link 32. The receiver subsystem 30 includes a se-
ries of 1/0 ports 34 connected to a plurality of antennas
40 (only one of which is shown) spaced about the care
unit to form an antenna array. While the number of an-
tennas 40 may vary in any particular application, typi-
cally, each antenna 40 is identical.

[0014] The antenna 40 includes a converter and con-
trol circuit42. The converter and control circuit 42 is cou-
pled to a first RF antenna 44 tuned to receive signals
having a frequency within a first frequency band and a
second antenna 46 tuned to receive signals having a
frequency in a second frequency band. The antenna unit
40 also includes an antenna transmitter circuit 50 con-
nected to a transmitter antenna 52. The antenna trans-
mitter 50 generates an RF signal which may be used to
transmit commands and information from the central
station 12 to the telemetry transmitters discussed below.
[0015] The dual band telemetry system 10 includes a
plurality of telemetry transmitters 60. The telemetry
transmitters 60 may be one of two types. A first type 62
is designed to operate in a first frequency band (such
as UHF) and a second type 64 is designed to operate
in a second frequency band (such as L-band). As is
known to those of ordinary skill in the art, the UHF te-
lemetry band generally covers frequencies of about 470
MHz to about 668 MHz. The L-band generally covers
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signals having frequencies of about 1 GHz to about 2
GHz and, more particularly, about 1.4 GHz.

[0016] In use, each telemetry transmitter 60 is con-
nected to a patient (not shown) via electrodes or con-
nections suitable for measuring patient parameters
(such as ECG electrodes). Once a telemetry transmitter
60 is connected to a patient, the patient's condition may
be monitored. Due to the wireless nature of the teleme-
try transmitters, the patient's ability to ambulate through-
out the care unit is unhindered by the transmitter. Each
telemetry transmitter 60 (regardless of type) includes a
transmitter circuit 66 connected to a transmitting anten-
na 68. The transmitter circuit 68 generates an RF carrier
signal for transmitting patient and other data to the an-
tenna unit 40. As noted previously, the frequency of the
carrier signal is dependent on the type of telemetry
transmitter used: type 62 (UHF) or type 64 (L-band).
[0017] Each telemetry transmitter also includes a re-
ceiver circuit 70 connected to a receiving antenna 72, a
speaker 74, and a microphone 76. The receiver circuit
70 includes support circuitry, power inputs, and common
connections, as those of ordinary skill in the art would
understand. The receiver circuit 70 also has a micro-
processor input (not shown) connected to a microproc-
essor (not shown) of the telemetry transmitter. The mi-
croprocessor receives all physiological data and routes
that data to the transmitter circuit 66. The microproces-
sor also processes the commands received by the re-
ceiver circuit 70 from the transmitter circuit 50 of the an-
tenna 40.

[0018] One important feature of the system 10 is the
converter and control circuit 42 of the antenna 40. As
best seen by reference to FIG. 2, the converter and con-
trol circuit42 is designed such that both L-band and UHF
signals may be processed by the receiver substation 30
and central station 12. The control circuit 42 receives
signals from the UHF antenna 44. UHF antenna 44 re-
ceives signals from the UHF telemetry transmitter 62 in
an available UHF channel. By way of example, one UHF
channel is channel 37 and this channel resides in the 6
MHz frequency band from 608 MHz to 614 MHz.
[0019] The control circuit 42 also receives signals
from L-band antenna 46. L-band antenna 46 receives
signals from the L-band telemetry transmitter 64 in an
available L-band channel. The signal from the L-band
antenna 46 is filtered by an L-band band pass filter 80
which removes signals outside of the L-band frequency
range. The band-pass filter 80 also attenuates signals
from a voltage-controlled oscillator (discussed below) to
minimize emission of the voltage-controlled oscillator at
the antenna 46. The L-band signals are delivered to a
mixer 82, such as a JMS-5 mixer from Mini Circuits. The
mixer 82 mixes the L-band signal with a frequency trans-
lation signal from a local oscillator 85 to produce a UHF
band signal. The frequency translation signal is formed
such that the UHF band signal generated by the mixer
82 resides in a different channel than the UHF signal
received by the UHF antenna 44. Thus, in the case
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where the UHF antenna operates in channel 37, the sig-
nal generated by the mixer 82 would reside in a different
channel, for example, channel 40.

[0020] The local oscillator 85 includes a synthesizer
90, such as the LMX2316 from National Semiconductor.
The synthesizer is coupled in a series loop with a loop
filter 92 and a voltage controlled oscillator 94. A loop
filter suitable for use in the present invention is shown
in FIG. 3. The voltage-controlled oscillator 94 may be
one of several oscillators commercially available includ-
ing those from Vari-L Company.

[0021] The synthesizer 90 is programmed by a micro-
processor 96, which may be a commercially available
processor such as a Microchip PIC16C620. The micro-
processor 96 receives input through a port 98 such as
a serial port. Information and commands delivered
through the serial port 98 permit adjustment of the syn-
thesizer frequency. The synthesizer 90 also receives in-
put from a temperature controlled oscillator 100. The os-
cillator 100 provides the frequency reference for the syn-
thesizer 90. The temperature controlled oscillator 100
may be implemented with commercially available oscil-
lators such as an Oscillatek OSC-1B2 TCXO.

[0022] The output of the synthesizer 90 is delivered
to the loop filter 92 which attenuates any reference spurs
generated by the synthesizer 90, filters the noise in the
loop, and controls the stability of the phase-lock loop.
The voltage-controlled oscillator 94 oscillates at a fre-
quency appropriate to achieve the desired translation
frequency of the L-band signal so that it is down con-
verted. The oscillation frequency of the voltage control-
led oscillator 94 is set by the DC voltage received from
the loop filter 92. The voltage-controlled oscillator pro-
duces a frequency translation signal that is delivered to
the mixer 82. The frequency translation signal and the
L-band signal from the antenna 46 are mixed in the mix-
er 82 and the resulting UHF signal is delivered to a band
pass filter 120 which removes signals outside of the
UHF frequency band. The filtered UHF signal is then de-
livered to a combiner 122, which may be a commercially
available combiner such as a Mini Circuits JPS-2-900.
[0023] The combiner 122 also receives the UHF sig-
nal from the UHF antenna 44 as filtered by a band pass
filter 124, which removes signals outside of the channel
to which the antenna 44 is tuned. The combiner com-
bines the UHF signals from the antenna 44 and mixer
82 and delivers them to an amplifier 126. After being
amplified, the combined signals are filtered by a low
pass filter 128, which removes harmonics of the two sig-
nals. The combined signals are output along a transmis-
sion line 129 to RF output node 130 (which also may
serve as a DC input node) and are delivered to the re-
ceiver subsystem as described above.

[0024] As can be seen from the above, the present
invention provides a dual band telemetry system for col-
lecting information from telemetry transmitters worn by
patients.

[0025] For completeness, various aspects of the in-
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vention are set out in the following numbered clauses:-
1. A dual band telemetry system comprising:

a first antenna tuned to receive a signal having
a frequency in a first RF band;

asecond antennatuned to receive a signal hav-
ing a frequency in a second RF band;

a down converter for producing a frequency
translation signal;

a mixer coupled to the second antenna and to
the down converter such that the mixer uses the
signal received by the second antenna and the
frequency translation signal to produce a signal
having a frequency in the first RF band; and

a combiner for combining the signal having a
frequency in the first RF band with the signal
received by the first antenna.

2. A dual band telemetry system as set forth in
clause 1, wherein the first RF band is the UHF band
and the second RF band is the L-band.

3. A dual band telemetry system as set forth in
clause 1, wherein the down converter further com-
prises:

an oscillator;

a synthesizer; and

a filter, the oscillator, the synthesizer, and the
filter coupled in a series loop, the synthesizer
coupled to a temperature controlled oscillator
and a processor having an input.

4. A dual band telemetry system set forth in clause
1, further comprising:

a first band pass filter coupled between the first
antenna and the combiner and for blocking sig-
nals having frequencies outside a predeter-
mined channel in the first RF band;

a second band pass filter coupled between the
second antenna and the mixer and for blocking
signals having frequencies outside the second
RF band; and

a third band pass filter coupled between the
mixer and the combiner and for blocking signals
outside the first RF band.

5. A dual band telemetry system as set forth in
clause 4, further comprising:

a transmission line coupled to the combiner
and for carrying signals in the first RF band.

6. A dual band telemetry system as set forth in
clause 4, further comprising:

an amplifier coupled to the combiner; and
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a low-pass filter coupled to the amplifier.
7. A dual band telemetry system comprising:

a first telemetry transmitter for acquiring patient
data and transmitting the patient data in a first
signal having a frequency in a first RF band;

a second telemetry transmitter for acquiring pa-
tient data and transmitting the patient data in a
second signal having a frequency in a second
RF band;

an antenna array for receiving the first and sec-
ond signals from the first and second telemetry
transmitters, the antenna array including

a first antenna tuned to receive a signal having
a frequency in the first RF

band,

asecond antenna tuned to receive a signal hav-
ing a frequency in the second RF band,

a down converter for producing a frequency
translation signal,

a mixer coupled to the second antenna and to
the down converter, the mixer for using the sig-
nal received by the second antenna and the fre-
quency translation signal to produce a signal
having a frequency in the first RF band; and

a combiner for combining the signal having a
frequency in the first RF band with the signal
received by the first antenna;

a receiver subsystem coupled to the combiner;
and

a central station coupled to the receiver sub-
system and for receiving the patient data.

8. A dual band telemetry system as set forth in
clause 7, wherein the first RF band is the UHF band
and the second RF band is the L-band.

9. A dual band telemetry system as set forth in
clause 7, wherein the down converter further com-
prises:

an oscillator;

a synthesizer; and

a filter, the oscillator, the synthesizer, and the
filter coupled in a series loop, the synthesizer
coupled to a temperature controlled oscillator
and a processor having an input.

10. A dual band telemetry system set forth in clause
7, further comprising: a first band pass filter coupled
between the first antenna and the combiner and for
blocking signals having frequencies outside a pre-
determined channel in the first RF band;

a second band pass filter coupled between the
second antenna and the mixer and for blocking
signals having frequencies outside the second
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RF band; and

a third band pass filter coupled between the
mixer and the combiner and for blocking signals
outside the first RF band.

11. A dual band telemetry system as set forth in
clause 10, further comprising

a transmission line coupled to the combiner
and for carrying signals in the first RF band.

12. A dual band telemetry system as set forth in
clause 10, further comprising

an amplifier coupled to the combiner; and
a low-pass filter coupled to the amplifier.

13. A dual band telemetry system comprising:

a first antenna tuned to receive a signal having
a frequency in a first frequency band;

a combiner coupled to the first antenna;
asecond antennatuned to receive a signal hav-
ing a frequency in a second frequency band;
a mixer coupled to the second antenna and the
combiner; and

an oscillator coupled to the mixer and having
an output, and wherein the mixer is configured
to mix signals received from the second anten-
na with the output of the oscillator to produce a
signal within the first frequency band.

14. A dual band telemetry system as set forth in
clause 13, wherein the first antenna is tuned to re-
ceive a signal in a first channel within the first fre-
quency band, the second antenna is tuned to re-
ceive a signal in a first channel within the second
frequency band, and the mixer is operable to pro-
duce a signal in a second channel within the first
frequency band.

15. A dual band telemetry system as set forth in
clause 14, wherein the first frequency band is the
UHF band and the second frequency band is the L-
band.

16. A dual band telemetry system as set forth in
clause 15, further comprising

a transmission line coupled to the combiner
and for carrying signals in the first and second chan-
nels and an input power signal.

17. A dual band telemetry system as set forth in
clause 13, further comprising:

afirst telemetry transmitter for acquiring patient
data and transmitting the patient data in a first
signal having a frequency in the first frequency
band;
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a second telemetry transmitter for acquiring pa-
tient data and transmitting the patient data in a
second signal having a frequency in the second
frequency band;

a receiver subsystem coupled to the combiner;
and

a central station coupled to the receiver sub-
system and for receiving the patient data,
wherein the first antenna is tuned to receive the
first signal from the first transmitter and the sec-
ond antenna is tuned to receive the second sig-
nal from the second transmitter.

18. A dual band telemetry system as set forth in
clause 17, further comprising:
a synthesizer; and

a filter, such that the oscillator, the synthesiz-
er, and the filter are coupled in a series loop.

19. A dual band telemetry system as set forth in
clause 18, further comprising:

a processor coupled to the synthesizer and
having an input; and

a temperature controlled oscillator coupled to
the synthesizer.

20. A dual band telemetry system as set forth in
clause 14, further comprising:

a first band pass filter coupled between the first an-
tenna and the combiner and for blocking signals
having frequencies outside the first channel in the
first frequency band;

a second band pass filter coupled between the
second antenna and

the mixer and for blocking signal having fre-
quencies outside the first channel

in the second frequency band; and

a third band pass filter coupled between the
mixer and the combiner and for blocking signals
outside of the first frequency band.

21. A dual band telemetry system as set forth in
clause 20, further comprising

an amplifier coupled to the combiner; and
a low-pass filter coupled to the ampilifier.

22. A method of monitoring patients in a care unit,
the method comprising: acquiring a patient data sig-
nal from a first transmitter that operates in a first fre-
quency band;

acquiring a patient data signal from a second
transmitter that operates in a second frequency
band;

converting the patient data signal from the sec-
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ond transmitter to a third signal in the first fre-
quency band;

combining the first and third signals; and
delivering the combined first and third signals
to a receiver.

23. A method as set forth in Clause 22, wherein the
first frequency band is the UHF band and the sec-
ond frequency band is the L-band.

24. A method as set forth in Clause 22, wherein the
act of acquiring a patient data signal from a first
transmitter is accomplished using a first antenna
tuned to receive a signal in a first channel within the
first frequency band, and the act of acquiring a pa-
tient data signal from a second transmitter is ac-
complished using a second antenna tuned to re-
ceive a signal in a first channel within the second
frequency band.

25. A method as set forth in Clause 22, wherein the
act of converting the patient data signal from the
second transmitter to a third signal includes mixing
the patient data signal from the second transmitter
with a frequency translation signal from a local os-
cillator.

26. A method as set forth in Clause 22, further com-
prising filtering the combined first and third signals
prior to delivering the combined first and third sig-
nals to a receiver.

27. A method as set forth in Clause 22, further com-
prising filtering the patient data signal from a first
transmitter to remove frequencies outside a first
channel in the first frequency band.

28. A method as set forth in Clause 22, further com-
prising filtering the patient data signal from a second
transmitter to remove frequencies outside a first
channel in the second frequency band.

29. A method as set forth in Clause 22, further com-
prising filtering the third signal to remove frequen-
cies outside of the first frequency band.

30. Amethod as set forth in Clause 22, further com-
prising processing the first and third signals at a
central station.

Claims

A dual band telemetry system (10) comprising:

a first antenna (44) tuned to receive a signal
having a frequency in a first RF band;
a second antenna (46) tuned to receive a signal
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having a frequency in a second RF band;

a down converter (85) for producing a frequen-
cy translation signal;

a mixer (82) coupled to the second antenna
(46) and to the down converter such that the
mixer uses the signal received by the second
antenna and the frequency translation signal to
produce a signal having a frequency in the first
RF band; and

a combiner (122) for combining the signal hav-
ing a frequency in the first RF band with the sig-
nal received by the first antenna.

A dual band telemetry system (10) comprising:

a first telemetry transmitter (62) for acquiring
patient data and transmitting the patient data in
a first signal having a frequency in a first RF
band;

a second telemetry transmitter (64) for acquir-
ing patient data and transmitting the patient da-
ta in a second signal having a frequency in a
second RF band;

an antenna array (40) for receiving the first and
second signals from the first and second telem-
etry transmitters, the antenna array including
a first antenna (44) tuned to receive a signal
having a frequency in the first RF band,

a second antenna (46) tuned to receive a signal
having a frequency in the second RF band,

a down converter (85) for producing a frequen-
cy translation signal,

amixer (82) coupled to the second antenna and
to the down converter, the mixer for using the
signal received by the second antenna and the
frequency translation signal to produce a signal
having a frequency in the first RF band; and

a combiner (122) for combining the signal hav-
ing a frequency in the first RF band with the sig-
nal received by the first antenna;

a receiver subsystem (30) coupled to the com-
biner; and

a central station (12) coupled to the receiver
subsystem and for receiving the patient data.

A dual band telemetry system as set forth in claim
1 or claim 2, wherein the first RF band is the UHF
band and the second RF band is the L-band.

A dual band telemetry system as set forth in claim
1 or claim 2, wherein the down converter further
comprises:

an oscillator (94);

a synthesizer (90); and

a filter (92), the oscillator, the synthesizer, and
the filter coupled in a series loop, the synthe-
sizer coupled to a temperature controlled oscil-
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5.

10.

lator (100) and a processor (96) having an in-
put.

A dual band telemetry system set forth in claim 1 or
claim 2, further comprising:

a first band pass filter (124) coupled between
the first antenna and the combiner and for
blocking signals having frequencies outside a
predetermined channel in the first RF band;

a second band pass filter (80) coupled between
the second antenna and the mixer and for
blocking signals having frequencies outside the
second RF band; and

a third band pass filter (120) coupled between
the mixer and the combiner and for blocking
signals outside the first RF band.

A dual band telemetry system as set forth in claim
5, further comprising:

a transmission line (129) coupled to the com-
biner (122) and for carrying signals in the first RF
band.

A dual band telemetry system as set forth in claim
5, further comprising:

an amplifier (126) coupled to the combiner; and
a low-pass filter (128) coupled to the ampilifier.

A dual band telemetry system comprising:

a first antenna (44) tuned to receive a signal
having a frequency in a first frequency band;
a combiner (122) coupled to the first antenna;
a second antenna (46) tuned to receive a signal
having a frequency in a second frequency
band;

amixer (82) coupled to the second antenna and
the combiner; and

an oscillator (94) coupled to the mixer and hav-
ing an output, and wherein the mixer is config-
ured to mix signals received from the second
antenna with the output of the oscillator to pro-
duce a signal within the first frequency band.

A dual band telemetry system as set forth in claim
8, wherein the first antenna (44) is tuned to receive
a signal in a first channel within the first frequency
band, the second antenna (46) is tuned to receive
a signal in a first channel within the second frequen-
¢y band, and the mixer (82) is operable to produce
a signal in a second channel within the first frequen-
¢y band.

A method of monitoring patients in a care unit, the
method comprising:
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acquiring a patient data signal from a first trans-
mitter (62) that operates in a first frequency
band;

acquiring a patient data signal from a second
transmitter (64) that operates in a second fre-
quency band;

converting the patient data signal from the sec-
ond transmitter to a third signal in the first fre-
quency band;

combining the first and third signals; and
delivering the combined first and third signals
to a receiver (30).
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