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(54) HYPOTENSION-PREDICTING DEVICE

(57) A blood pressure decrease prediction apparatus
(100) predicts a decrease in blood pressure of a living
body (900) who is, for example, a patient receiving arti-
ficial dialysis. The blood pressure decrease prediction
apparatus is provided with: a pulse rate calculating de-
vice (110) which is configured to calculate a pulse rate
of the living body; a blood flow volume calculating device
(120) which is configured to calculate a blood flow volume
of the living body; a risk level determining device (150)
which is configured to determine a risk level which indi-
cates a risk of occurrence of the decrease in blood pres-
sure, on the basis of a variation in at least one of the
calculated pulse rate and the calculated blood flow vol-
ume; and a high risk level judging device (160) which is
configured to judge that it is in a high risk level state in
which the risk of occurrence of the decrease in blood
pressure is higher than the determined risk level, if a var-
iation range of at least one of the calculated pulse rate
and the calculated blood flow volume during a predeter-
mined period exceeds a threshold value which is deter-
mined in accordance with the determined risk level. This
makes it possible to predict the decrease in blood pres-
sure of the living body at an early stage and with high
accuracy.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a blood pres-
sure decrease prediction apparatus which predicts a de-
crease in blood pressure of a living body or an organism.

Background Art

[0002] There is a possibility of a decrease in a patient’s
blood pressure during artificial dialysis, for example, be-
cause of a decrease in circulating blood volume due to
removal of water. If the blood pressure decreases, the
patient may be in a state of shock, and the decrease in
blood pressure during the artificial dialysis is thus not
preferable. So, patent documents 1 and 2 propose a tech-
nology which is to promptly judge the decrease in blood
pressure of the patient during the artificial dialysis. The
patent document 1 discloses a technology which allows
a change in blood pressure to be predicted by weighting
blood-pressure-change related information to control a
rate of water removal during the artificial dialysis on the
basis of a result of the predication. Moreover, the patent
document 2 discloses a technology which allows an ab-
normality of the blood pressure to be easily judged in a
period of time when the blood pressure easily decreases,
by setting, in the period of time when there is a high risk
of the decrease in blood pressure of the patient during
the dialysis, an abnormality judgment value for judging
that the decrease in blood pressure is abnormal to be
smaller than the abnormality judgment value in the other
period of time.

Prior Art Document

Patent Document

[0003]

Patent document 1: Japanese Patent Application
Laid Open No. 2003-10319
Patent document 2: Japanese Patent Application
Laid Open No. 2002-369882

Disclosure of Invention

Subject to be Solved by the Invention

[0004] However, the technology disclosed in the above
described patent document 1 has such a technical prob-
lem that judgment accuracy is low because the decrease
in blood pressure is judged by using a single evaluation
formula from the start to the end of the dialysis. Moreover,
since a total value of variations of a plurality of parameter
is observed, an acute change in a particular parameter
only limitedly influences a judgment result.
[0005] Moreover, the technology disclosed in the

above described patent document 2 has such a technical
problem that it is necessary to obtain individual abnor-
mality judgment values in advance in previous measure-
ment, because each subject or person to be measured
has a different abnormality judgment value. Furthermore,
the possibility of the decrease in blood pressure may
change, even in the same patient, depending on his or
her body condition. Thus, at the time of ill health not pre-
viously experienced, the abnormality judgment value for
predicting the decrease in blood pressure has low relia-
bility, resulting in inaccurate judgment of the decrease in
blood pressure, which is technically problematic.
[0006] In view of the aforementioned problems, it is
therefore an object of the present invention to provide,
for example, a blood pressure decrease prediction ap-
paratus which is configured to predict the decrease in
blood pressure of the living body, at an early stage and
with high accuracy, with causing little burden on the living
body.

Means for Solving the Subject

[0007] The above object of the present invention can
be achieved by a blood pressure decrease prediction ap-
paratus which is configured to predict a decrease in blood
pressure of a living body, the blood pressure decrease
prediction apparatus comprising: a pulse rate calculating
device which is configured to calculate a pulse rate of
the living body; a blood flow volume calculating device
which is configured to calculate a blood flow volume of
the living body; a risk level determining device which is
configured to determine a risk level which indicates a risk
of occurrence of the decrease in blood pressure, on the
basis of a variation in at least one of the calculated pulse
rate and the calculated blood flow volume; and a high
risk level judging device which is configured to judge that
it is in a high risk level state in which the risk of occurrence
of the decrease in blood pressure is higher than the de-
termined risk level, if a variation range of at least one of
the calculated pulse rate and the calculated blood flow
volume during a predetermined period exceeds a thresh-
old value which is determined in accordance with the
determined risk level.
[0008] These operation and other advantages of the
present invention will become more apparent from an
embodiment explained below.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0009]

[FIG. 1] FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a con-
figuration of a blood pressure decrease prediction
apparatus in an example.
[FIG. 2] FIG. 2 is a graph for explaining one example
of a method of calculating a pulse rate, a blood flow
volume and pulse wave amplitude, based on a blood
flow waveform.
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[FIG. 3] FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a flow of
blood pressure decrease prediction processing.
[FIG. 4] FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a flow of
processing in a variation detection sub-routine for
the pulse rate.
[FIG. 5] FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a flow of
processing in a variation detection sub-routine for
the blood flow volume.
[FIG. 6] FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a flow of
processing in a variation detection sub-routine for
the pulse wave amplitude.
[FIG. 7] FIG. 7 is a conceptual diagram conceptually
illustrating one example of a variation pattern table
related to the pulse rate.
[FIG. 8] FIG. 8 is a conceptual diagram conceptually
illustrating one example of a variation pattern table
related to the blood flow volume.
[FIG. 9] FIG. 9 is a conceptual diagram conceptually
illustrating one example of a variation pattern table
related to a combination of the pulse rate and the
blood flow volume.
[FIG. 10] FIG. 10 is a conceptual diagram concep-
tually illustrating one example of a variation pattern
table related to the pulse rate, the blood flow volume
and the pulse wave amplitude.
[FIG. 11] FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating a flow of
high risk level judgment processing.

Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0010] Hereinafter, an embodiment of the present in-
vention will be described.
[0011] In order to solve the above subject, a blood pres-
sure decrease prediction apparatus in an embodiment is
a blood pressure decrease prediction apparatus which
is configured to predict a decrease in blood pressure of
a living body, the blood pressure decrease prediction ap-
paratus comprising: a pulse rate calculating device which
is configured to calculate a pulse rate of the living body;
a blood flow volume calculating device which is config-
ured to calculate a blood flow volume of the living body;
a risk level determining device which is configured to de-
termine a risk level which indicates a risk of occurrence
of the decrease in blood pressure, on the basis of a var-
iation in at least one of the calculated pulse rate and the
calculated blood flow volume; and a high risk level judging
device which is configured to judge that it is in a high risk
level state in which the risk of occurrence of the decrease
in blood pressure is higher than the determined risk level,
if a variation range of at least one of the calculated pulse
rate and the calculated blood flow volume during a pre-
determined period exceeds a threshold value which is
determined in accordance with the determined risk level.
[0012] In operation of the blood pressure decrease pre-
diction apparatus in the embodiment, firstly, the pulse
rate of the living body is calculated by the pulse rate cal-
culating device, and the blood flow volume of the living
body is calculated by the blood flow volume calculating

device. The pulse rate calculating device and the blood
flow volume calculating device may use different meas-
uring instruments or may use the same measuring in-
strument to calculate the pulse rate and the blood flow
volume, respectively. For example, if different measuring
instruments are used, an electrocardiograph can be used
to calculate the pulse rate, and a blood flow meter can
be used to obtain the blood flow volume. On the other
hand, if the same measuring instrument is used, for ex-
ample, only the blood flow meter can be used to calculate
the pulse rate and the blood flow volume. More specifi-
cally, a blood flow waveform (i.e. a waveform signal which
represents a temporal variation in the blood flow volume)
of the living body who is an analyte or a patient is inputted
from a laser blood flow meter, which uses, for example,
a LDF (Laser Doppler Flowmetry) method, and the pulse
rate and the blood flow volume of the living body are
calculated by the pulse rate calculating device and the
blood flow volume calculating device, respectively, on
the basis of the inputted blood flow waveform. The pulse
rate calculating device typically calculates, as the pulse
rate, an oscillation frequency (i.e. an inverse number of
a cycle) corresponding to a pulse wave of the blood flow
waveform. The blood flow volume calculating device typ-
ically calculates, as the blood flow volume, an average
value of the blood flow waveform during a predetermined
time period.
[0013] Particularly in the embodiment, the risk level
which indicates a risk of occurrence of the decrease in
blood pressure (i.e. a possibility of occurrence of the de-
crease in blood pressure) is determined by the risk level
determining device on the basis of the variation in at least
one of the calculated pulse rate and the calculated blood
flow volume. The risk level determining device deter-
mines the risk level by referring to a predetermined risk
level determination table in which a combination of the
variation in the pulse rate and the variation in the blood
flow volume is associated with the risk level.
[0014] The risk level determining device may use either
one of the calculated pulse rate and the calculated blood
flow volume or may use both of the calculated pulse rate
and the calculated blood flow volume to determine the
risk level. In the case where both of the calculated pulse
rate and the calculated blood flow volume are used to
determine the risk level, the risk level can be determined,
more accurately, in comparison with the case where ei-
ther one of the calculated pulse rate and the calculated
blood flow volume is used to determine the risk level.
[0015] Specifically, for example, the risk level deter-
mining device determines that the risk level is "low" if the
pulse rate increases or if the blood flow volume decreas-
es. For example, the risk level determining device deter-
mines that the risk level is "middle" if the pulse rate be-
comes constant after increasing or if the blood flow vol-
ume becomes constant after decreasing. For example,
the risk level determining device determines that the risk
level is "high" if either one of the pulse rate and the blood
flow volume becomes constant after decreasing and then
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further decreases. Alternatively, the risk level determin-
ing device determines the risk level by using the risk level
determination table or the like which stores therein the
value of the risk level in association with the combination
of the variation in the pulse rate and the variation in the
blood flow volume. In this manner, the risk level deter-
mining device can determine the risk level, more accu-
rately, in accordance with the variations in both of the
pulse rate and the blood flow volume. Incidentally, the
risk level determining device may use another parameter
(e.g. pulse wave amplitude, etc.) in addition to the pulse
rate and the blood flow volume, to determine the risk
level.
[0016] Here, the blood pressure is determined on the
basis of the product of a beat volume (cardiac output,
heart output) and a peripheral vascular resistance (PVR).
The "beat volume" is a volume of the blood pumped
(transferred) from the heart per minute and varies de-
pending on a heart rate (a cardiac rate) which varies due
to the operation of an autonomic nervous system (a sym-
pathetic nervous / parasympathetic nervous system).
The beat volume is determined on the basis of the product
of a one-time beat volume, which is a volume of the blood
pumped from the heart per pumping, and the heart rate.
Therefore, the blood pressure is determined on the basis
of the product of the heart rate, the one-time beat volume
and the peripheral vascular resistance. The "peripheral
vascular resistance" is a resistance to the flow of the
blood in the peripheral artery and varies due to the op-
eration of the autonomic nervous system (especially, the
sympathetic nervous system). If the living body is healthy,
usually, the living body automatically adjusts the heart
rate and the peripheral vascular resistance in order to
maintain the blood pressure. In other words, the living
body maintains the blood pressure by automatically ad-
justing the heart rate and the peripheral vascular resist-
ance, if the blood pressure is about to decrease. There-
fore, the heart rate and the peripheral vascular resistance
often vary before the blood pressure suddenly decreas-
es.
[0017] As described above, the risk level determining
device determines the risk level of the decrease in blood
pressure of the living body on the basis of the variation
in at least one of the calculated pulse rate and the cal-
culated blood flow volume. Here, it is considered that the
pulse rate corresponds to the heart rate and the blood
flow volume often varies depending on a variation in the
peripheral vascular resistance. Thus, the risk level de-
termining device can appropriately determine the risk lev-
el which indicates the risk of occurrence of the decrease
in blood pressure on the basis of the variation in at least
one of the pulse rate and the blood flow volume.
[0018] In the embodiment, moreover, in addition to the
determination of the risk level described above, it is
judged by the high risk level judging device whether or
not it is in the high risk level state. Specifically, the high
risk level judging device judges that it is in the high risk
level state in which the risk is higher than the determined

risk level, if the variation range of at least one of the cal-
culated pulse rate and the calculated blood flow volume
during the predetermined period exceeds the threshold
value which is determined in accordance with the deter-
mined risk level. The "predetermined period" herein is a
period which is set to detect relatively-short-term varia-
tions in the pulse rate and the blood flow volume, and is
set shorter than a period in which the risk level determin-
ing deice detects the variations in the pulse rate and the
blood flow volume. The "threshold value which is deter-
mined in accordance with the determined risk level" is a
threshold value which is determined in accordance with
the extent of the risk level determined by the risk level
determining device, and is determined to be a lower value
as the risk level increases. In other words, as the risk
level determined by the risk level determining device in-
creases, it is more easily judged that it is in the high risk
level state.
[0019] The high risk level judging device may use ei-
ther one of the calculated pulse rate and the calculated
blood flow volume or may use both of the calculated pulse
rate and the calculated blood flow volume to judge wheth-
er or not it is in the high risk level state. In the case where
both of the calculated pulse rate and the calculated blood
flow volume are used to judge whether or not it is in the
high risk level state, it can be judged whether or not it is
in the high risk level state, more accurately, in comparison
with the case where either one of the calculated pulse
rate and the calculated blood flow volume is used to judge
whether or not it is in the high risk level state.
[0020] If either one of the calculated pulse rate and the
calculated blood flow volume is used to determine the
risk level, the other one, which is different from the one
used for the determination of the risk level, may be used
to judge whether or not it is in the high risk level state. In
other words, if the risk level determining device uses the
calculated pulse rate to determine the risk level, the high
risk level judging device may use the calculated blood
flow volume to judge whether or not it is in the high risk
level state. In the same manner, if the risk level deter-
mining device uses the calculated blood flow volume to
determine the risk level, the high risk level judging device
may use the calculated pulse rate to judge whether or
not it is in the high risk level state.
[0021] The study of the present inventors has revealed
that although the risk level of the decrease in blood pres-
sure is considered to increase if the pulse rate and the
blood flow volume suddenly vary in a short period, the
extent of the increase corresponds to the risk level de-
termined by the risk level determining device. For exam-
ple, if the pulse rate and the blood flow volume suddenly
vary in a short period in a relatively high risk level state,
the risk level of the decrease in blood pressure relatively
increases at a relatively high increasing rate. On the other
hand, if the pulse rate and the blood flow volume suddenly
vary in a short period in a relatively low risk level state,
the risk level of the decrease in blood pressure relatively
increases at a relatively low increasing rate.
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[0022] As described above, by using the variation in at
least one of the calculated pulse rate and the calculated
blood flow volume during the predetermined period to
judge whether or not it is in the high risk level state, it is
possible to predict the risk of occurrence of the decrease
in blood pressure, more accurately, in comparison with
the case where the risk level is determined only by the
risk level determining device.
[0023] In the embodiment, the risk level determined by
the risk level determining device, or the high risk level
state judged by the high risk level judging device are out-
putted to the exterior, for example, as color(s),
number(s), character(s), sentence(s), diagram(s),
sign(s), sound or the like. This makes it possible to inform
the living body who is the analyte or the patient and an
involved person who is a doctor or a nurse, of the risk of
the decrease in blood pressure. As a result, it is possible
to reduce or prevent a delay of a treatment for the living
body whose blood pressure is predicted to decrease (i.e.
it is possible to treat the living body who has the risk of
the decrease in blood pressure, at an early stage).
[0024] Incidentally, the risk level and the high risk level
state may not be simply outputted, as described above,
but may be used for the control of another connected
apparatus or similar actions. For example, if it is config-
ured to control the operation of a dialysis apparatus on
the basis of the risk level and the high risk level state
while the living body who is the patient receives the arti-
ficial dialysis, it is possible to preferably reduce the risk
of the decrease in blood pressure. Moreover, if another
apparatus such as the dialysis apparatus is connected,
it is also possible to output the risk level and the high risk
level state by reflecting information obtained from the an-
other apparatus. For example, if the dialysis is not actu-
ally performed even though signals are received to cal-
culate the pulse rate and the blood flow volume, which
are parameters for determining the risk level, it is possible
to perform such control that the risk level and the high
risk level state are not outputted, after receiving informa-
tion which indicates that the dialysis is not performed
from the dialysis apparatus.
[0025] Furthermore, especially in the embodiment,
there is such an advantageous effect that little burden or
no burden is caused on the living body, in comparison
with a case where the blood pressure is measured, for
example, by using a cuff or an electrode, because the
pulse rate and the blood flow volume are calculated, for
example, on the basis of the blood flow waveform input-
ted from the laser blood flow meter.
[0026] As explained above, according to the blood
pressure decrease prediction apparatus in the embodi-
ment, it is possible to predict the decrease in blood pres-
sure of the living body, at an early stage and with high
accuracy, with causing little burden on the living body
[0027] In one aspect of the blood pressure decrease
prediction apparatus in the embodiment, the high risk
level judging device judges that it is in the high risk level
state in which the risk of occurrence of the decrease in

blood pressure is high, in a case where the variation rang-
es of both of the calculated pulse rate and the calculated
blood flow volume exceed the threshold value which is
determined in accordance with the determined risk level,
in comparison with a case where the variation range of
at least one of the calculated pulse rate and the calculated
blood flow volume exceeds the threshold value which is
determined in accordance with the determined risk level.
[0028] In this aspect, if the variation range of either one
of the calculated pulse rate and the calculated blood flow
volume exceeds the threshold value which is determined
in accordance with the determined risk level, it is judged
that it is in a state in which the risk of occurrence of the
decrease in blood pressure is relatively low, out of the
high risk level state (hereinafter referred to as in a "high
risk level A state" as occasion demands)
[0029] On the other and, if the variation ranges of both
of the calculated pulse rate and the calculated blood flow
volume exceed the threshold value which is determined
in accordance with the determined risk level, it is judged
that it is in a state in which the risk of occurrence of the
decrease in blood pressure is relatively high, out of the
high risk level state (hereinafter referred to as in a "high
risk level B state" as occasion demands)
[0030] As described above, it is possible to predict the
risk of the decrease in blood pressure, more accurately,
by judging whether the risk of occurrence of the decrease
in blood pressure is in the high risk level A state or in the
high risk level B state, on the basis of which parameter
of the calculated pulse rate and the calculated blood flow
volume exceeds the threshold value.
[0031] In another aspect of the above blood pressure
decrease prediction apparatus in the embodiment, the
risk level determining device determines the risk level by
referring to a predetermined risk level determination table
in which the variation in at least one of the pulse rate and
the blood flow volume is associated with the risk level.
[0032] According to this aspect, the risk level determin-
ing device determines the risk level which indicates the
risk of occurrence of the decrease in blood pressure by
referring to the predetermined risk level determination
table. The risk level determination table is a predeter-
mined reference table (or look-up table) which is for de-
termining the risk level and in which the variation in at
least one of the pulse rate and the blood flow volume is
associated with the risk level when there is the variation.
[0033] For example, the risk level determination table
stores therein the value of the risk level in association
with at least one of variation values of the pulse rate and
the blood flow volume. Specifically, the risk level deter-
mination table stores therein the risk level "low" in asso-
ciation with the case where the pulse rate increases or
the case where the blood flow volume decreases, the
risk level "middle" in association with the case where the
pulse rate becomes constant after increasing or the case
where the blood flow volume becomes constant after de-
creasing, and the risk level "high" in association with the
case where either one of the pulse rate and the blood
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flow volume becomes constant after decreasing and then
further decreases.
[0034] Alternatively, the risk level determination table
stores therein the value of the risk level in association
with the combination of the variation in the pulse rate and
the variation in the blood flow volume. Specifically, as
the risk level when the pulse rate increases and the blood
flow volume becomes constant, "LV1" is stored. As the
risk level when the pulse rate becomes constant and the
blood flow volume decreases, "LV1" is stored. As the risk
level when the pulse rate increases and the blood flow
volume decreases, there is stored "LV2" which indicates
that there is a higher risk of occurrence of the decrease
in blood pressure than "LV1". As the risk level when the
pulse rate becomes constant after increasing and the
blood flow volume decreases, there is stored "LV3" which
indicates that there is a higher risk of occurrence of the
decrease in blood pressure than "LV2". As the risk level
when the pulse rate increases and the blood flow volume
becomes constant after decreasing, "LV3" is stored. As
the risk level when the pulse rate becomes constant after
increasing and the blood flow volume becomes constant
after decreasing, there is stored "LV4" which indicates
that there is a higher risk of occurrence of the decrease
in blood pressure than "LV3". As the risk level when the
pulse rate becomes constant after increasing and then
further decreases and the blood flow volume becomes
constant after decreasing, there is stored "LV5" which
indicates that there is a higher risk of occurrence of the
decrease in blood pressure than "LV4". As the risk level
when the pulse rate becomes constant after increasing
and the blood flow volume becomes constant after de-
creasing and then further decreases, "LV5" is stored. As
the risk level when the pulse rate becomes constant after
increasing and then further decreases and the blood flow
volume becomes constant after decreasing and then fur-
ther decreases, there is stored "LV6" which indicates that
there is a higher risk of occurrence of the decrease in
blood pressure than "LV5".
[0035] The risk level determination table may store
therein the value of the risk level in association with a
combination of another parameter (e.g. pulse wave am-
plitude, etc.) and the variations in the pulse rate and the
blood flow volume.
[0036] Incidentally, the risk level determination table
can be prepared by presuming, experimentally, experi-
entially or by a simulation in advance, the risk of occur-
rence of the decrease in blood pressure in the case where
there are the variation in the pulse rate and the variation
in the blood flow volume.
[0037] If the variation values of the calculated pulse
rate and the calculated blood flow volume match any of
the variation values of the pulse rate and the blood flow
volume stored in the risk level determination table, the
risk level determining device determines the risk level to
be one that is associated with the matched combination.
Incidentally, if the variation values of the calculated pulse
rate and the calculated blood flow volume do not match

all of the variation values of the pulse rate and the blood
flow volume stored in the risk level determination table,
for example, the risk level may be determined to be
"none" which indicates that there is little risk or an ex-
tremely low risk.
[0038] In this aspect, the use of the risk level determi-
nation table allows the risk level to be determined rela-
tively easily and accurately. Therefore, it is possible to
more preferably predict the decrease in blood pressure
of the living body and to more appropriately determine
the risk level which indicates the risk of occurrence of the
decrease in blood pressure.
[0039] In another aspect of the blood pressure de-
crease prediction apparatus in the embodiment, the
pulse rate calculating device calculates the pulse rate of
the living body on the basis of a blood flow waveform
which represents a temporal variation in the blood flow
volume of the living body, and the blood flow volume cal-
culating device calculates the blood flow volume of the
living body on the basis of the blood flow waveform.
[0040] According to this aspect, each of the pulse rate
and the blood flow volume of the living body is calculated
from the blood flow waveform which represents the tem-
poral variation in the blood flow volume of the living body.
In other words, the pulse rate and the blood flow volume
of the living body are calculated not on the basis of dif-
ferent parameters but from the same parameter.
[0041] In this aspect, both the two types of parameters,
which are the pulse rate and the blood flow volume of
the living body and which are used for the determination
of the risk level and for the judgment of whether or not it
is in the high risk level state, can be calculated from the
blood flow waveform which is obtained from, for example,
the blood flow meter. It is thus possible to simplify an
apparatus configuration and each parameter calculation
processing.
[0042] In another aspect of the blood pressure de-
crease prediction apparatus of the first embodiment, fur-
ther comprising a pulse wave amplitude calculating de-
vice which is configured to calculate pulse wave ampli-
tude of the living body, the risk level determining device
determining the risk level which indicates the risk of oc-
currence of the decrease in blood pressure, on the basis
of a variation in the calculated pulse wave amplitude, in
addition to the variation in at least one of the calculated
pulse rate and the calculated blood flow volume.
[0043] According to this aspect, it is possible to predict
the decrease in blood pressure, at an earlier stage and
more appropriately, because the risk level determining
device predicts the decrease in blood pressure of the
living body on the basis of the variation in the calculated
pulse wave amplitude in addition to the variation in at
least one of the calculated pulse rate and the calculated
blood flow volume.
[0044] In an aspect of the blood pressure decrease
prediction apparatus which is provided with the pulse
wave amplitude calculating device, the risk level deter-
mining device determines the risk level by referring to a
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predetermined risk level determination table in which a
combination of the variation in at least one of the pulse
rate and the blood flow volume and the variation in the
pulse wave amplitude is associated with the risk level.
[0045] In this case, the risk level determining device
determines the risk level which indicates the risk of oc-
currence of the decrease in blood pressure by referring
to the predetermined risk level determination table. The
risk level determination table is a predetermined refer-
ence table (or look-up table) which is for determining the
risk level and in which the combination of the variation in
at least one of the pulse rate and the blood flow volume
and the variation in the pulse wave amplitude is associ-
ated with the risk level when there is the combination.
[0046] For example, in the risk level determination ta-
ble, as the risk level when the pulse rate becomes con-
stant, the pulse wave amplitude decreases and the blood
flow volume becomes constant, "LV1" is stored. As the
risk level when the pulse rate increases, the pulse wave
amplitude decreases and the blood flow volume be-
comes constant, "LV2" is stored. As the risk level when
the pulse rate becomes constant, the pulse wave ampli-
tude decreases and the blood flow volume decreases,
"LV2" is stored. As the risk level when the pulse rate
increases, the pulse wave amplitude decreases and the
blood flow volume decreases, there is stored "LV3" which
indicates that there is a higher risk of occurrence of the
decrease in blood pressure than "LV2". As the risk level
when the pulse rate becomes constant after increasing,
the pulse wave amplitude decreases and the blood flow
volume decreases, there is stored "LV4" which indicates
that there is a higher risk of occurrence of the decrease
in blood pressure than "LV3". As the risk level when the
pulse rate increases, the pulse wave amplitude decreas-
es and the blood flow volume becomes constant after
decreasing, "LV4" is stored. As the risk level when the
pulse rate becomes constant after increasing, the pulse
wave amplitude decreases and the blood flow volume
becomes constant after decreasing, there is stored "LV5"
which indicates that there is a higher risk of occurrence
of the decrease in blood pressure than "LV4". As the risk
level when the pulse rate becomes constant after in-
creasing and then further decreases, the pulse wave am-
plitude decreases, and the blood flow volume becomes
constant after decreasing, there is stored "LV6" which
indicates that there is a higher risk of occurrence of the
decrease in blood pressure than "LV5". As the risk level
when the pulse rate becomes constant after increasing,
the pulse wave amplitude decreases, and the blood flow
volume becomes constant after decreasing and then fur-
ther decreases, "LV6" is stored. As the risk level when
the pulse rate becomes constant after increasing and
then further decreases, the pulse wave amplitude de-
creases, and the blood flow volume becomes constant
after decreasing and then further decreases, there is
stored "LV7" which indicates that there is a higher risk of
occurrence of the decrease in blood pressure than "LV6".
[0047] If the combination of the variation in the calcu-

lated pulse rate, the variation in the calculated blood flow
volume and the variation in the calculated pulse wave
amplitude matches the combination of the variation in
the pulse rate, the variation in the blood flow volume and
the variation in the pulse wave amplitude stored in the
risk level determination table, the risk level determining
device determines the risk level to be one that is associ-
ated with the matched combination. Incidentally, if the
combination of the variation in the calculated pulse rate,
the variation in the calculated blood flow volume and the
variation in the calculated pulse wave amplitude does
not match all of the combination of the variation in the
pulse rate, the variation in the blood flow volume and the
variation in the pulse wave amplitude stored in the risk
level determination table, the risk level may be deter-
mined to be "none" which indicates that there is little risk
or an extremely low risk.
[0048] In this aspect, the use of the risk level determi-
nation table allows the risk level to be determined rela-
tively easily and accurately. Therefore, it is possible to
more preferably predict the decrease in blood pressure
of the living body and to more appropriately determine
the risk level which indicates the risk of occurrence of the
decrease in blood pressure.
[0049] In an aspect of the blood pressure decrease
prediction apparatus which is further provided with the
pulse wave amplitude calculating device, the pulse rate
calculating device calculates the pulse rate of the living
body on the basis of a blood flow waveform which rep-
resents a temporal variation in the blood flow volume of
the living body, the blood flow volume calculating device
calculates the blood flow volume of the living body on the
basis of the blood flow waveform, and the pulse wave
amplitude calculating device calculates the pulse wave
amplitude of the living body on the basis of the blood flow
waveform.
[0050] In this case, the pulse rate, each of the blood
flow volume and the pulse wave amplitude of the living
body is calculated from the blood flow waveform which
represents the temporal variation in the blood flow vol-
ume of the living body. In other words, the pulse rate, the
blood flow volume and the pulse wave amplitude of the
living body are calculated not on the basis of different
parameters but from the same parameter.
[0051] In this aspect, all the three types of parameters,
which are the pulse rate, the blood flow volume and the
pulse wave amplitude of the living body and which are
used for the determination of the risk level and for the
judgment of whether or not it is in the high risk level state,
can be calculated from the blood flow waveform which
is obtained from, for example, the blood flow meter. It is
thus possible to simplify the apparatus configuration and
each parameter calculation processing.
[0052] In another aspect of the blood pressure de-
crease prediction apparatus in the embodiment, further
comprising a first outputting device which is configured
to output to the exterior the risk level determined by the
risk level determining device.
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[0053] According to this aspect, the outputting device
outputs to the exterior the risk level determined by the
risk level determining device, for example, as color(s),
number(s), character(s), sentence(s), diagram(s),
sign(s), sound or the like. Therefore, it is possible to in-
form the living body who is the analyte or the patient and
the involved person who is the doctor or the nurse of the
risk, of the decrease in blood pressure. As a result, it is
possible to reduce or prevent the delay of the treatment
for the living body whose blood pressure is predicted to
decrease (i.e. it is possible to treat the living body who
has the risk of the decrease in blood pressure, at an early
stage).
[0054] In another aspect of the blood pressure de-
crease prediction apparatus in the embodiment, further
comprising a second outputting device which is config-
ured to output to the exterior the high risk level state de-
termined by the high risk level judging device.
[0055] According to this aspect, the outputting device
outputs to the exterior a result of the judgment by the
high risk level judging device (i.e. whether or not it is in
the high risk level state), for example, as color(s),
number(s), character(s), sentence(s), diagram(s),
sign(s), sound or the like. Therefore, it is possible to in-
form the living body who is the analyte or the patient and
the involved person who is the doctor or the nurse of the
risk, of the decrease in blood pressure. As a result, it is
possible to reduce or prevent the delay of the treatment
for the living body whose blood pressure is predicted to
decrease (i.e. it is possible to treat the living body who
has the risk of the decrease in blood pressure, at an early
stage).
[0056] These operations and other advantages of the
present invention will become more apparent from an
example explained below.

Example

[0057] Hereinafter, an example of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to the drawings.

<Apparatus Configuration>

[0058] Firstly, a configuration of a blood pressure de-
crease prediction apparatus in the example will be ex-
plained with reference to FIG. 1. FIG. 1 is a block diagram
illustrating the configuration of the blood pressure de-
crease prediction apparatus in the example.
[0059] In FIG. 1, the blood pressure decrease predic-
tion apparatus 100 in the example is an apparatus for
predicting a decrease in blood pressure of a living body
900 while the living body 900, who is a patient, receives
artificial dialysis using a dialysis apparatus 600. The
blood pressure decrease prediction apparatus 100 is pro-
vided with a pulse rate calculating device 110, a blood
flow volume calculating device 120, a pulse wave ampli-
tude calculating device 130, a blood pressure decrease
predicting device 140 which includes a risk level deter-

mining device 150 and a high risk level judging device
160, and the outputting device 170.
[0060] The blood pressure decrease prediction appa-
ratus 100 is configured such that a blood flow waveform
which is outputted from a blood flow waveform output
apparatus 800 is inputted thereto. The blood flow wave-
form output apparatus 800 is, for example, a laser blood
flow meter using a LDF (Laser Doppler Flowmetry) meth-
od, and outputs the blood flow waveform of the living
body 900 (i.e. a waveform signal which represents a tem-
poral variation in blood flow volume).
[0061] The pulse rate calculating device 110, the blood
flow volume calculating device 120 and the pulse wave
amplitude calculating device 130 calculate a pulse rate,
a blood flow volume and pulse wave amplitude of the
living body 900, respectively, on the basis of the blood
flow waveform inputted from the blood flow waveform
output apparatus 800.
[0062] The risk level determining device 150 deter-
mines a risk level which indicates a risk of occurrence of
the decrease in blood pressure of the living body 900, by
using variations in the pulse rate, the blood flow volume
and the pulse wave amplitude of the living body 900,
which are calculated by the pulse rate calculating device
110, the blood flow volume calculating device 120 and
the pulse wave amplitude calculating device 130, respec-
tively.
[0063] The risk level judging device judges whether or
not it is in a high risk level state in which the risk of oc-
currence of the decrease in blood pressure of the living
body 900 is extremely high, by using short-term varia-
tions in the pulse rate, the blood flow volume and the
pulse wave amplitude of the living body 900, which are
calculated by the pulse rate calculating device 110, the
blood flow volume calculating device 120 and the pulse
wave amplitude calculating device 130, respectively.
[0064] The outputting device 170 outputs the risk level
determined by the risk level determining device 150 and
a result of the judgment of the high risk level judging
device 160 (i.e. whether or not it is in the high risk level
state), to a monitor.
[0065] A controlling device 180 controls the operation
of the dialysis apparatus 600 in accordance with the risk
level determined by the risk level determining device 150
and the result of the judgment of the high risk level judging
device 160. The controlling device 180 is also configured
to receive various information 600 (e.g. an operating
state of the dialysis apparatus, various parameters during
the dialysis, etc.) from the dialysis apparatus.

<Parameter Calculation Processing>

[0066] Next, a specific method of calculating the pulse
rate, the blood flow volume and the pulse wave amplitude
on the pulse rate calculating device 110, the blood flow
volume calculating device 120 and the pulse wave am-
plitude calculating device 130 will be explained with ref-
erence to FIG. 2. FIG. 2 is an explanatory diagram for
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explaining one example of the method of calculating the
pulse rate, the blood flow volume and the pulse wave
amplitude, based on the blood flow waveform. Inciden-
tally, FIG. 2 illustrates one example of the blood flow
waveform which is outputted from the blood flow wave-
form output apparatus 800.
[0067] In FIG. 2, the pulse rate calculating device 110
calculates, as the pulse rate, an oscillation frequency of
a waveform corresponding to a pulse wave of the blood
flow waveform, i.e. an inverse number (1/A) of a cycle A
of the blood flow waveform. Incidentally, another calcu-
lation method such as a Fast Fourier Transform (FFT)
may be used as a method of calculating the pulse rate.
[0068] The blood flow volume calculating device 120
calculates, as the blood flow volume, an average value
B of the blood flow waveform during a predetermined
time period.
[0069] The pulse wave amplitude calculating device
130 calculates, as the pulse wave amplitude, an ampli-
tude C of the waveform corresponding to the pulse wave
of the blood flow waveform. Incidentally, another calcu-
lation method such as a Fast Fourier Transform (FFT)
may be used as a method of calculating the pulse wave
amplitude.
[0070] As described above, the blood pressure de-
crease prediction apparatus 100 is configured to obtain
three variable parameters such as the pulse rate, the
blood flow volume and the pulse wave amplitude, from
the blood flow waveform which is outputted from the
blood flow waveform output apparatus 800.

<Blood Pressure Decrease Prediction Processing>

[0071] Next, blood pressure decrease prediction
processing which is performed by the blood pressure de-
crease predicting device 140 will be explained with ref-
erence to FIG. 3. FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a flow
of the blood pressure decrease prediction processing.
[0072] In FIG. 3, if the blood pressure decrease pre-
diction processing is started, firstly, "LV0" is outputted by
the outputting device 170 (step S110). Namely, the risk
level determining device 150 sets, as an initial value, a
blood pressure decrease risk level at "LV0" which indi-
cates the risk of the decrease in blood pressure is little
or very low, and the outputting device 170 outputs the
set blood pressure decrease risk level "LV0".
[0073] Then, a pulse rate HR, a blood flow volume BF
and a pulse wave amplitude PW are calculated on the
pulse rate calculating device 110, the blood flow volume
calculating device 120 and the pulse wave amplitude cal-
culating device 130, respectively (step S120). The pulse
rate calculating device 110, the blood flow volume cal-
culating device 120 and the pulse wave amplitude cal-
culating device 130 calculate the pulse rate HR, the blood
flow volume BF and the pulse wave amplitude PW, re-
spectively, on the basis of the blood flow waveform, as
described above.
[0074] If the pulse rate HR, the blood flow volume BF

and the pulse wave amplitude PW are calculated, sub-
routines for detecting respective variations in the pulse
rate HR, the blood flow volume BF and the pulse wave
amplitude PW are started (step S130). Hereinafter, the
variation detection sub-routine will be explained in detail
with reference to FIG. 4 to FIG. 6. FIG. 4 is a flowchart
illustrating a flow of processing in the variation detection
sub-routine for the pulse rate. FIG. 5 is a flowchart illus-
trating a flow of processing in the variation detection sub-
routine for the blood flow volume. FIG. 6 is a flowchart
illustrating a flow of processing in the variation detection
sub-routine for the pulse wave amplitude.
[0075] The variations in the pulse rate HR, the blood
flow volume BF and the pulse wave amplitude PW are
detected by judging a pulse rate variation flag flHR which
indicates the variation in the pulse rate HR, a blood flow
volume variation flag flBF which indicates the variation
in the blood flow volume BF, and a pulse wave amplitude
variation flag flPW which indicates the variation in the
pulse wave amplitude PW. Each of the pulse rate varia-
tion flag flHR, the blood flow volume variation flag flBF
and the pulse wave amplitude variation flag flPW can
take values of "0" which indicates no change, "1" which
indicates an increase, "-1" which indicates a decrease,
"2" which indicates becoming constant after increasing,
and "-2" which indicates becoming constant after de-
creasing. Moreover, "1(2)" denotes becoming constant
after increasing (i.e. becoming in a state of "2") and then
increasing, "-1(2)" denotes becoming constant after in-
creasing (i.e. becoming in a state of "2") and then de-
creasing, "1(-2)" denotes becoming constant after in-
creasing (i.e. becoming in a state of "-2") and then further
increasing, and a "-1(-2)" denotes becoming constant af-
ter decreasing (i.e. becoming in a state of "-2") and then
further decreasing.
[0076] In FIG. 4, in the judgment of the pulse rate var-
iation flag flHR, "0" is firstly set as an initial value fl0HR
of the pulse rate variation flag flHR. Incidentally, if the
judgment sub-routine of the pulse rate variation flag flHR
is not the first time, a value of the pulse rate variation flag
flHR which is previously judged is set as the initial value
fl0HR (step S21).
[0077] Then, a past average value HRpast of the pulse
rate HR and a present value HRpre are determined (step
S22). The past average value HRpast is calculated, for
example, as a past five-minute average value. It is not
only the average value but also may be one point such
as the past maximum value. The present value HRpre is
calculated, for example, as a latest one-minute average
value.
[0078] If the past average value HRpast and the
present value HRpre are determined, the past average
value HRpast and the present value HRpre are compared
(step S23). Here, if HRpast>HRpre (i.e. if the pulse rate
HR decreases), the processing moves to a step S24. If
HRpast=HRpre (i.e. if the pulse rate HR does not
change), the processing moves to a step S25. If HR-
past<HRpre (i.e. if the pulse rate HR increases), the
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processing moves to a step S26.
[0079] In the case where HRpast>HRpre (i.e. if the
pulse rate HR decreases), if the initial value fl0HR is "2",
the pulse rate variation flag flHR is set at "-1(2)". If the
initial value fl0HR is "-2", the pulse rate variation flag flHR
is set at "-1(-2)". In the other cases, the pulse rate vari-
ation flag flHR is set at "-1" (step S24).
[0080] In the case where HRpast=HRpre (i.e. if the
pulse rate HR does not change), if the initial value fl0HR
is "1(2)", the pulse rate variation flag flHR is set at "2". If
the initial value fl0HR is "1(-2)", the pulse rate variation
flag flHR is set at "2". If the initial value fl0HR is "2", the
pulse rate variation flag flHR is set at "2". If the initial
value fl0HR is "1", the pulse rate variation flag flHR is set
at "2". If the initial value fl0HR is "0", the pulse rate vari-
ation flag flHR is set at "0". If the initial value fl0HR is "-
1", the pulse rate variation flag flHR is set at "-2". If the
initial value fl0HR is "-2", the pulse rate variation flag flHR
is set at "-2". If the initial value fl0HR is "-1(2)", the pulse
rate variation flag flHR is set at "-2". If the initial value
fl0HR is "-1(-2)", the pulse rate variation flag flHR is set
at "-2" (step S25).
[0081] In the case where HRpast<HRpre (i.e. if the
pulse rate HR increases), if the initial value fl0HR is "2",
the pulse rate variation flag flHR is set at "1(2)". If the
initial value fl0HR is "-2", the pulse rate variation flag flHR
is set at "1(-2)". In the other cases, the pulse rate variation
flag flHR is set at "1" (step S26).
[0082] As described above, the pulse rate variation flag
flHR is determined by case analysis and is outputted
(step S27). If the pulse rate variation flag flHR is output-
ted, the sub-routine is ended to return to the main routine
(the processing illustrated in FIG. 3).
[0083] In FIG. 5, in the judgment of the blood flow vol-
ume variation flag flBF, "0" is firstly set as an initial value
fl0BF of the blood flow volume variation flag flBF. Inci-
dentally, if the judgment sub-routine of the blood flow
volume variation flag flBF is not the first time, a value of
the blood flow volume variation flag flBF which is previ-
ously judged is set as the initial value fl0BF (step S31).
[0084] Then, a past average value BFpast of the blood
flow volume BF and a present value BFpre are deter-
mined (step S32). The past average value BFpast is cal-
culated, for example, as a past five-minute average val-
ue. It is not only the average value but also may be one
point such as the past maximum value. The present value
BFpre is calculated, for example, as a latest one-minute
average value.
[0085] If the past average value BFpast and the
present value BFpre are determined, the past average
value BFpast and the present value BFpre are compared
(step S33). Here, if BFpast>BFpre (i.e. if the blood flow
volume BF decreases), the processing moves to a step
S34. If BFpast=BFpre (i.e. if the blood flow volume BF
does not change), the processing moves to a step S35.
If BFpast<BFpre (i.e. if the blood flow volume BF increas-
es), the processing moves to a step S36.
[0086] In the case where BFpast>BFpre (i.e. if the

blood flow volume BF decreases), if the initial value fl0BF
is "2", the blood flow volume variation flag flBF is set at
"-1(2)". If the initial value fl0BF is "-2", the blood flow vol-
ume variation flag flBF is set at "-1(-2)". In the other cases,
the blood low volume variation flag flBF is set at "-1" (step
S34).
[0087] In the case where BFpast=BFpre (i.e. if the
blood flow volume BF does not change), if the initial value
fl0BF is "1(2)", the blood flow volume variation flag flBF
is set at "2". If the initial value fl0BF is "1(-2)", the blood
flow volume variation flag flBF is set at "2". If the initial
value fl0BF is "2", the blood flow volume variation flag
flBF is set at "2". If the initial value fl0BF is "1", the blood
flow volume variation flag flBF is set at "2". If the initial
value fl0BF is "0", the blood flow volume variation flag
flBF is set at "0". If the initial value fl0BF is "-1", the blood
flow volume variation flag flBF is set at "-2". If the initial
value fl0BF is "-2", the blood flow volume variation flag
flBF is set at "-2". If the initial value fl0BF is "-1(2)", the
blood flow volume variation flag flBF is set at "-2". If the
initial value fl0BF is "-1(-2)", the blood flow volume vari-
ation flag flBF is set at "-2" (step S35).
[0088] In the case where BFpast<BFpre (i.e. if the
blood flow volume BF increases), if the initial value fl0BF
is "2", the blood flow volume variation flag flBF is set at
"1(2)". If the initial value fl0BF is "-2", the blood flow vol-
ume variation flag flBF is set at "1(-2)". In the other cases,
the blood flow volume variation flag flBF is set at "1" (step
S36).
[0089] As described above, the blood flow volume var-
iation flag flBF is determined by case analysis and is out-
putted (step S37). If the blood flow volume variation flag
flBF is outputted, the sub-routine is ended to return to
the main routine (the processing illustrated in FIG. 3).
[0090] In FIG. 6, in the judgment of the pulse wave
amplitude variation flag flPW, "0" is firstly set as an initial
value fl0PW of the pulse wave amplitude variation flag
flPW. Incidentally, if the judgment sub-routine of the pulse
wave amplitude variation flag flPW is not the first time, a
value of the pulse wave amplitude variation flag flPW
which is previously judged is set as the initial value fl0PW
(step S41).
[0091] Then, a past average value PWpast of the pulse
wave amplitude PW and a present value PWpre are de-
termined (step S42). The past average value PWpast is
calculated, for example, as a past five-minute average
value. It is not only the average value but also may be
one point such as the past maximum value. The present
value PWpre is calculated, for example, as a latest one-
minute average value.
[0092] If the past average value PWpast and the
present value PWpre are determined, the past average
value PWpast and the present value PWpre are com-
pared (step S43). Here, if PWpast>PWpre (i.e. if the
pulse wave amplitude PW decreases), the processing
moves to a step S44. If PWpast=PWpre (i.e. if the pulse
wave amplitude PW does not change), the processing
moves to a step S45. If PWpast<PWpre (i.e. if the pulse
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wave amplitude PW increases), the processing moves
to a step S46.
[0093] In the case where PWpast>PWpre (i.e. if the
pulse wave amplitude PW decreases), if the initial value
fl0PW is "2", the pulse wave amplitude variation flag flPW
is set at "-1(2)". If the initial value fl0PW is "-2", the pulse
wave amplitude variation flag flPW is set at "-1(-2)". In
the other cases, the pulse wave amplitude variation flag
flPW is set at "-1" (step S44).
[0094] In the case where PWpast=PWpre (i.e. if the
pulse wave amplitude PW does not change), if the initial
value fl0PW is "1(2)", the pulse wave amplitude variation
flag flPW is set at "2". If the initial value fl0PW is "1(-2)",
the pulse wave amplitude variation flag flPW is set at "2".
If the initial value fl0PW is "2", the pulse wave amplitude
variation flag flPW is set at "2". If the initial value fl0PW
is "1", the pulse wave amplitude variation flag flPW is set
at "2". If the initial value fl0PW is "0", the pulse wave
amplitude variation flag flPW is set at "0". If the initial
value fl0PW is "-1", the pulse wave amplitude variation
flag flPW is set at "-2". If the initial value fl0PW is "-2",
the pulse wave amplitude variation flag flPW is set at "-
2". If the initial value fl0PW is "-1(2)", the pulse wave
amplitude variation flag flPW is set at "-2". If the initial
value fl0PW is "-1(-2)", the pulse wave amplitude varia-
tion flag flPW is set at "-2" (step S45).
[0095] In the case where PWpast<PWpre (i.e. if the
pulse wave amplitude PW increases), if the initial value
fl0PW is "2", the pulse wave amplitude variation flag flPW
is set at "1(2)". If the initial value fl0PW is "-2", the pulse
wave amplitude variation flag flPW is set at "1(-2)". In the
other cases, the pulse wave amplitude variation flag flPW
is set at "1" (step S46).
[0096] As described above, the pulse wave amplitude
variation flag flPW is determined by case analysis and is
outputted (step S47). If the pulse wave amplitude varia-
tion flag flPW is outputted, the sub-routine is ended to
return to the main routine (the processing illustrated in
FIG. 3).
[0097] Back in FIG. 3, if the pulse rate variation flag
flHR, the blood flow volume variation flag flBF and the
pulse wave amplitude variation flag flPW are outputted
by using the aforementioned sub-routines, the values of
the pulse rate variation flag flHR, the blood flow volume
variation flag flBF and the pulse wave amplitude variation
flag flPW are compared with a preset variation pattern
table.
[0098] Hereinafter, the variation pattern table will be
specifically explained with reference to FIG. 7 to FIG. 10.
FIG. 7 is a conceptual diagram conceptually illustrating
one example of the variation pattern table related to the
pulse rate. FIG. 8 is a conceptual diagram conceptually
illustrating one example of the variation pattern table re-
lated to the blood low volume. FIG. 9 is a conceptual
diagram conceptually illustrating one example of the var-
iation pattern table related to the combination of the pulse
rate and the blood flow volume. FIG. 10 is a conceptual
diagram conceptually illustrating one example of the var-

iation pattern table related to the pulse rate, the blood
flow volume and the pulse wave amplitude. FIG. 11 is a
flowchart illustrating a flow of high risk level judgment
processing.
[0099] In FIG. 7 and FIG. 8, with regard to the values
of the pulse rate variation flag flHR, the blood flow volume
variation flag flBF and the pulse wave amplitude variation
flag flPW, the use of not all the three values but at least
one of the pulse rate variation flag flHR and the blood
flow volume variation flag flBF can provide considerably
accurate prediction of the risk of the decrease in blood
pressure.
[0100] On the variation pattern table related to the
pulse rate HR illustrated in FIG. 7, "LV0" which indicates
that there is little or a very low risk of the decrease in
blood pressure is stored as the blood pressure decrease
risk level when the pulse rate variation flag flHR is "0".
As the blood pressure decrease risk level when the pulse
rate variation flag flHR is "1", there is stored "LV1" which
indicates that there is a higher risk of occurrence of the
decrease in blood pressure than "LV0". As the blood
pressure decrease risk level when the pulse rate variation
flag flHR is "2", there is stored "LV2" which indicates that
there is a higher risk of occurrence of the decrease in
blood pressure than "LV1". As the blood pressure de-
crease risk level when the pulse rate variation flag flHR
is "-1(-2)", there is stored "LV3" which indicates that there
is a higher risk of occurrence of the decrease in blood
pressure than "LV2".
[0101] On the variation pattern table related to the
blood flow volume BF illustrated in FIG. 8, "LV0" which
indicates that there is little or a very low risk of the de-
crease in blood pressure is stored as the blood pressure
decrease risk level when the blood flow volume variation
flag flBF is "0". As the blood pressure decrease risk level
when the blood flow volume variation flag flBF is "-1",
there is stored "LV1" which indicates that there is a higher
risk of occurrence of the decrease in blood pressure than
"LV0". As the blood pressure decrease risk level when
the blood flow volume variation flag flBF is "-2", there is
stored "LV2" which indicates that there is a higher risk of
occurrence of the decrease in blood pressure than "LV1".
As the blood pressure decrease risk level when the blood
flow volume variation flag flBF is "-1(-2)", there is stored
"LV3" which indicates that there is a higher risk of occur-
rence of the decrease in blood pressure than "LV2".
[0102] In FIG. 9, the use of both of the pulse rate var-
iation flag flHR and the blood flow volume variation flag
flBF can provide more accurate prediction of the risk of
the decrease in blood pressure than the use of at least
one of the pulse rate variation flag flHR and the blood
flow volume variation flag flBF.
[0103] On the variation pattern table related to the com-
bination of the pulse rate and the blood flow volume il-
lustrated in FIG. 9, "LV0" which indicates that there is
little or a very low risk of the decrease in blood pressure
is stored as the blood pressure decrease risk level when
the pulse rate variation flag flHR is "0" and the blood flow
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volume variation flag flBF is "0". As the blood pressure
decrease risk level when the pulse rate variation flag flHR
is "1" and the blood flow volume variation flag flBF is "0",
there is stored "LV1" which indicates that there is a higher
risk of occurrence of the decrease in blood pressure than
"LV0". As the blood pressure decrease risk level when
the pulse rate variation flag flHR is "0" and the blood flow
volume variation flag flBF is "-1", there is stored "LV1"
which indicates that there is a higher risk of occurrence
of the decrease in blood pressure than "LV0". As the
blood pressure decrease risk level when the pulse rate
variation flag flHR is "1" and the blood flow volume vari-
ation flag flBF is "-1", there is stored "LV2" which indicates
that there is a higher risk of occurrence of the decrease
in blood pressure than "LV1". As the blood pressure de-
crease risk level when the pulse rate variation flag flHR
is "2" and the blood flow volume variation flag flBF is "-
1", there is stored "LV3" which indicates that there is a
higher risk of occurrence of the decrease in blood pres-
sure than "LV2". As the blood pressure decrease risk
level when the pulse rate variation flag flHR is "1" and
the blood flow volume variation flag flBF is "-2", there is
stored "LV3" which indicates that there is a higher risk of
occurrence of the decrease in blood pressure than "LV2".
As the blood pressure decrease risk level when the pulse
rate variation flag flHR is "2" and the blood flow volume
variation flag flBF is "-2", there is stored "LV4" which in-
dicates that there is a higher risk of occurrence of the
decrease in blood pressure than "LV3". As the blood
pressure decrease risk level when the pulse rate variation
flag flHR is "-1(2)" and the blood flow volume variation
flag flBF is "-2", there is stored "LV5" which indicates that
there is a higher risk of occurrence of the decrease in
blood pressure than "LV4". As the blood pressure de-
crease risk level when the pulse rate variation flag flHR
is "2" and the blood flow volume variation flag flBF is "-
1(-2)", there is stored "LV5" which indicates that there is
a higher risk of occurrence of the decrease in blood pres-
sure than "LV4". As the blood pressure decrease risk
level when the pulse rate variation flag flHR is "-1(2)" and
the blood flow volume variation flag flBF is "-1(-2)", there
is stored "LV6" which indicates that there is a higher risk
of occurrence of the decrease in blood pressure than
"LV5".
[0104] In FIG. 10, with regard to the values of the pulse
rate variation flag flHR, the blood flow volume variation
flag flBF and the pulse wave amplitude variation flag
flPW, the use of all the three values can provide extremely
accurate prediction of the risk of the decrease in blood
pressure.
[0105] On the variation pattern table related to the
pulse rate, the blood flow volume and the pulse wave
amplitude illustrated in FIG. 10, "LV0" which indicates
that there is little or a very low risk of the decrease in
blood pressure is stored as the blood pressure decrease
risk level when the pulse rate variation flag flHR is "0",
the pulse wave amplitude variation flag flPW is "0" and
the blood flow volume variation flag flBF is "0". As the

blood pressure decrease risk level when the pulse rate
variation flag flHR is "0", the pulse wave amplitude vari-
ation flag flPW is "-1" and the blood flow volume variation
flag flBF is "0", there is stored "LV1" which indicates that
there is a higher risk of occurrence of the decrease in
blood pressure than "LV0". As the blood pressure de-
crease risk level when the pulse rate variation flag flHR
is "1", the pulse wave amplitude variation flag flPW is "-
1" and the blood flow volume variation flag flBF is "0",
there is stored "LV2" which indicates that there is a higher
risk of occurrence of the decrease in blood pressure than
"LV1". As the blood pressure decrease risk level when
the pulse rate variation flag flHR is "0", the pulse wave
amplitude variation flag flPW is "-1" and the blood flow
volume variation flag flBF is "-1", there is stored "LV2"
which indicates that there is a higher risk of occurrence
of the decrease in blood pressure than "LV1". As the
blood pressure decrease risk level when the pulse rate
variation flag flHR is "1", the pulse wave amplitude vari-
ation flag flPW is "-1" and the blood flow volume variation
flag flBF is "-1", there is stored "LV3" which indicates that
there is a higher risk of occurrence of the decrease in
blood pressure than "LV2". As the blood pressure de-
crease risk level when the pulse rate variation flag flHR
is "2", the pulse wave amplitude variation flag flPW is "-
1" and the blood flow volume variation flag flBF is "-1",
there is stored "LV4" which indicates that there is a higher
risk of occurrence of the decrease in blood pressure than
"LV3". As the blood pressure decrease risk level when
the pulse rate variation flag flHR is "1", the pulse wave
amplitude variation flag flPW is "-1" and the blood flow
volume variation flag flBF is "-2", there is stored "LV4"
which indicates that there is a higher risk of occurrence
of the decrease in blood pressure than "LV3". As the
blood pressure decrease risk level when the pulse rate
variation flag flHR is "2", the pulse wave amplitude vari-
ation flag flPW is "-1" and the blood flow volume variation
flag flBF is "-2", there is stored "LV5" which indicates that
there is a higher risk of occurrence of the decrease in
blood pressure than "LV4". As the blood pressure de-
crease risk level when the pulse rate variation flag flHR
is "-1(2)", the pulse wave amplitude variation flag flPW
is "-1" and the blood flow volume variation flag flBF is "-
2", there is stored "LV6" which indicates that there is a
higher risk of occurrence of the decrease in blood pres-
sure than "LV5". As the blood pressure decrease risk
level when the pulse rate variation flag flHR is "2", the
pulse wave amplitude variation flag flPW is "-1" and the
blood flow volume variation flag flBF is "-1(-2)", there is
stored "LV6" which indicates that there is a higher risk of
occurrence of the decrease in blood pressure than "LV5".
As the blood pressure decrease risk level when the pulse
rate variation flag flHR is "-1(2)", the pulse wave ampli-
tude variation flag flPW is "-1" and the blood flow volume
variation flag flBF is "-1(-2)", there is stored "LV7" which
indicates that there is a higher risk of occurrence of the
decrease in blood pressure than "LV6".
[0106] The above described variation pattern table can
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be prepared in advance by estimating, experimentally,
experientially or by a simulation in advance, the risk of
occurrence of the decrease in blood pressure in cases
where there are combinations of the variations in the
pulse rate HR, the blood flow volume BF and the pulse
wave amplitude PW.
[0107] Back in FIG. 3, the risk level determining device
150 determines the blood pressure decrease risk level
using a result of the reference to the variation pattern
table (step S150). The determined blood pressure de-
crease risk level is displayed on a monitor 500 by the
outputting device 170 (step S160). This makes it possible
to inform the living body 900 who is the patient and an
involved person who is a doctor or a nurse, of the risk of
the decrease in blood pressure. As a result, it is possible
to treat the living body 900 who has the risk of the de-
crease in blood pressure, at an early stage.
[0108] In the embodiment, moreover, after the deter-
mination of the blood pressure decrease risk level, it is
determined whether or not it is in the high risk level state
in which the risk level is extremely high, by using short-
term variations in the pulse rate HR, the blood flow vol-
ume BF and the pulse wave amplitude PW (step S170).
[0109] Hereinafter, the high risk level judgment
processing will be explained in detail with reference to
FIG. 11. FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating a flow of the
high risk level judgment processing.
[0110] In FIG. 11, in the high risk level judgment
processing, firstly, the short-term variations or the short-
term amount of change in the pulse rate HR and the short-
term amount of change the blood flow volume BF are
calculated (step S51). The amount of change here is cal-
culated, for example, as a ratio between the present value
and the past average value in the past which is appro-
priate time interval immediately before the present time.
In this case, the past average value calculated, for ex-
ample, as a past 10-second average value may be used.
Moreover, the present value calculated, for example, as
the latest one-second average value may be used.
[0111] Then, a threshold value for the amount of
change in the pulse rate HR and the amount of change
in the blood flow volume BF is determined according to
the blood pressure decrease risk level determined by the
risk level determining device 150 (step S52). The thresh-
old value is determined typically as a lower value as the
blood pressure decrease risk level increases. In other
words, the threshold value is set to be more easily ex-
ceeded as the blood pressure decrease risk level in-
creases. More specifically, for example, the threshold
value corresponding to "LV0" is set to be "40%". The
threshold value corresponding to "LV1" is set to be "35%".
The threshold value corresponding to "LV2" is set to be
"30%". The threshold value corresponding to "LV3" is set
to be "25%". The threshold value corresponding to "LV4"
is set to be "20%". The threshold value corresponding to
"LV5" is set to be "15%". The threshold value correspond-
ing to "LV6" is set to be "10%". The threshold value cor-
responding to "LV7" is set to be "5%".

[0112] If the threshold value is determined, it is judged
whether or not at least one of the amount of change in
the pulse rate HR and the amount of change in the blood
flow volume BF exceeds the threshold value (step S53).
Here, if at least one of the amount of change in the pulse
rate HR and the amount of change in the blood flow vol-
ume BF does not exceed the threshold value (in other
words, if both of the amount of change in the pulse rate
HR and the amount of change in the blood flow volume
BF do not exceed the threshold value) (the step S53:
NO), it is judged that it is not in the high risk level state
(step S54). In other words, it is judged that the risk of the
decrease in blood pressure is not rapidly increasing.
[0113] On the other hand, if at least one of the amount
of change in the pulse rate HR and the amount of change
in the blood flow volume BF exceeds the threshold value
(the step S53: YES), it is judged whether or not both of
the amount of change in the pulse rate HR and the
amount of change in the blood flow volume BF exceed
the threshold value (step S55). Here, if both of the amount
of change in the pulse rate HR and the amount of change
in the blood flow volume BF do not exceed the threshold
value (in other words, only at least one of the amount of
change in the pulse rate HR and the amount of change
in the blood flow volume BF exceeds the threshold value)
(the step S54: NO), it is judged that it is in a high risk
level A state (step S56). On the other hand, if both of the
amount of change in the pulse rate HR and the amount
of change in the blood flow volume BF exceed the thresh-
old value (the step S55: YES), it is judged that it is in a
high risk level B state (step S57).
[0114] Here, in particular, the high risk level B state is
set to have a higher risk of occurrence of the decrease
in blood pressure than the high risk level A state. Since
it can be judged whether it is in the high risk level A state
or in the high risk level B state, it is possible to accurately
judge whether the risk is relatively low or high even in
the case of the high risk level state.
[0115] Back in FIG. 3, if the high risk level state is
judged, a result of the judgment of the high risk level is
outputted from the high risk level judging device 160 (step
S180). In accordance with the result of the judgment of
the high risk level or the blood pressure decrease risk
level determined by the risk level determining device 150,
the controlling device 180 controls the operation of the
dialysis apparatus 600 (step S190).
[0116] The controlling device 180 controls the rate of
removal of water, ON/OFF, a dose of physiological saline
solution and the like in the dialysis apparatus 600 such
that the blood pressure of the living body 900 who is the
patient hardly decreases. It is thus possible to effectively
reduce the decrease in blood pressure of the living body
900 who is the patient.
[0117] Incidentally, the controlling device 180 not only
controls the dialysis apparatus 600 but also may control
the operation of the blood pressure decrease prediction
apparatus 100 in accordance with various information
obtained from the dialysis apparatus 600. For example,
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reflecting the information obtained from the dialysis ap-
paratus 600, it is also possible to output the risk level and
the high risk level state. More specifically, the controlling
device 180 obtains signals for calculating the pulse rate
and the blood flow volume, which are the parameters for
determining the risk level; however, if the dialysis is not
actually performed, the controlling device 180 can per-
form such control that the risk level and the high risk level
state are not outputted, after receiving such information
that the dialysis is not performed from the dialysis appa-
ratus 600. This makes the operation of the apparatus
more efficient.
[0118] Moreover, the blood pressure decrease predic-
tion apparatus 100 may send signals to external equip-
ment such as a sphygmomanometer and automatically
operate the external equipment such as the sphygmoma-
nometer, in accordance with the blood pressure de-
crease risk level determined by the risk level determining
device 150.
[0119] Incidentally, the blood pressure decrease pre-
diction apparatus 100 may be configured to display a
graph which simultaneously illustrates the variations in
the pulse rate calculated by the pulse rate calculating
device 110, the blood flow volume calculated by the blood
flow volume calculating device 120 and the pulse wave
amplitude calculated by the pulse wave amplitude calcu-
lating device 130. In this case, the living body 900 who
is the patient and the involved person who is the doctor
or the nurse can intuitively recognize the risk of occur-
rence of the decrease in blood pressure, and it is practi-
cally very usable.
[0120] Moreover, the blood pressure decrease predic-
tion apparatus 100 may not necessarily use the risk level
determination table.
[0121] Moreover, the risk level determining device 150
may be configured to calculate a correlation value be-
tween the blood flow volume and the pulse wave ampli-
tude and to determine the blood pressure decrease risk
level on the basis of the calculated correlation value. For
example, the risk level determining device 150 may de-
termine the blood pressure decrease risk level to be a
relatively high level if the blood flow volume and the pulse
wave amplitude decrease in correlation with each other
(i.e. the correlation value between the blood flow volume
and the pulse wave amplitude is greater than a prede-
termined value, and the blood flow volume and the pulse
wave amplitude decrease). In this case, it is possible to
determine the blood pressure decrease risk level more
appropriately.
[0122] Moreover, the risk level determining device 150
may be configured to determine the blood pressure de-
crease risk level on the basis of respective average de-
viations of the pulse rate, the blood flow volume and the
pulse wave amplitude. In this case, it is possible to de-
termine the blood pressure decrease risk level, more ap-
propriately.
[0123] Moreover, the blood pressure decrease predic-
tion apparatus 100 may be configured to determine the

blood pressure decrease risk level on the basis of other
information related to the decrease in blood pressure
which is obtained from the blood flow waveform in addi-
tion to the pulse rate, the blood flow volume and the pulse
wave amplitude. In this case, it is possible to determine
the blood pressure decrease risk level more appropriate-
ly. In this case, the blood pressure decrease prediction
apparatus 100 may determine the blood pressure de-
crease risk level on the basis of information related to
the decrease in blood pressure of the patient who re-
ceived the artificial dialysis in the past.
[0124] Moreover, the blood pressure decrease predic-
tion apparatus 100 may be configured to prompt the living
body 900 who is the patient and the involved person who
is the doctor or the nurse to measure the blood pressure
of the living body 900 by using the blood pressure meter,
according to the blood pressure decrease risk level de-
termined by the risk level determining device 150. Alter-
natively, the blood pressure decrease prediction appa-
ratus 100 may be configured to measure the blood pres-
sure of the living body 900 by using the blood pressure
meter, according to the blood pressure decrease risk lev-
el determined by the risk level determining device 150.
[0125] As explained above, it is possible to predict the
decrease in blood pressure of the living body 900, at an
early stage, with causing little burden on the living body
900 and to appropriately determine the blood pressure
decrease risk level which indicates the risk of occurrence
of the blood pressure. Furthermore, it is possible to inform
the living body 900 who is the patient and the involved
person who is the doctor or the nurse, of the risk of the
decrease in blood pressure. As a result, it is possible to
treat the living body 900 who has the risk of the decrease
in blood pressure, at an early stage.
[0126] The present invention is not limited to the afore-
mentioned embodiments, but various changes may be
made, if desired, without departing from the essence or
spirit of the invention which can be read from the claims
and the entire specification. A blood pressure decrease
prediction apparatus, which involves such changes, is
also intended to be within the technical scope of the
present invention. The present invention can be also ap-
plied to an apparatus which predicts a symptom of de-
hydration of the living body. Namely, it is possible to de-
termine a dehydration symptom level on the basis of the
blood pressure decrease risk level.

Description of Reference Signs

[0127]

100 blood pressure decrease prediction apparatus
110 pulse rate calculating device
120 blood flow volume calculating device
130 pulse wave amplitude calculating device
140 blood pressure decrease predicting device
149 variation pattern table
150 risk level determining device
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160 high risk level judging device
170 outputting device
180 controlling device
500 monitor
600 dialysis apparatus
800 blood flow waveform output apparatus
900 living body

Claims

1. A blood pressure decrease prediction apparatus
which is configured to predict a decrease in blood
pressure of a living body,
the blood pressure decrease prediction apparatus
comprising:

a pulse rate calculating device which is config-
ured to calculate a pulse rate of the living body;
a blood flow volume calculating device which is
configured to calculate a blood flow volume of
the living body;
a risk level determining device which is config-
ured to determine a risk level which indicates a
risk of occurrence of the decrease in blood pres-
sure, on the basis of a variation in at least one
of the calculated pulse rate and the calculated
blood flow volume; and
a high risk level judging device which is config-
ured to judge that it is in a high risk level state
in which the risk of occurrence of the decrease
in blood pressure is higher than the determined
risk level, if a variation range of at least one of
the calculated pulse rate and the calculated
blood flow volume during a predetermined peri-
od exceeds a threshold value which is deter-
mined in accordance with the determined risk
level.

2. The blood pressure decrease prediction apparatus
according to claim 1, wherein
the high risk level judging device judges that it is in
the high risk level state in which the risk of occurrence
of the decrease in blood pressure is high, in a case
where the variation ranges of both of the calculated
pulse rate and the calculated blood flow volume ex-
ceed the threshold value which is determined in ac-
cordance with the determined risk level, in compar-
ison with a case where the variation range of at least
one of the calculated pulse rate and the calculated
blood flow volume exceeds the threshold value
which is determined in accordance with the deter-
mined risk level.

3. The blood pressure decrease prediction apparatus
according to claim 1, wherein
the risk level determining device determines the risk
level by referring to a predetermined risk level deter-

mination table in which the variation in at least one
of the pulse rate and the blood flow volume is asso-
ciated with the risk level.

4. The blood pressure decrease prediction apparatus
according to claim 1, wherein
the pulse rate calculating device calculates the pulse
rate of the living body on the basis of a blood flow
waveform which represents a temporal variation in
the blood flow volume of the living body, and
the blood flow volume calculating device calculates
the blood flow volume of the living body on the basis
of the blood flow waveform.

5. The blood pressure decrease prediction apparatus
according to claim 1, further comprising a pulse wave
amplitude calculating device which is configured to
calculate pulse wave amplitude of the living body,
the risk level determining device determining the risk
level which indicates the risk of occurrence of the
decrease in blood pressure, on the basis of a varia-
tion in the calculated pulse wave amplitude, in addi-
tion to the variation in at least one of the calculated
pulse rate and the calculated blood flow volume.

6. The blood pressure decrease prediction apparatus
according to claim 5, wherein
the risk level determining device determines the risk
level by referring to a predetermined risk level deter-
mination table in which a combination of the variation
in at least one of the pulse rate and the blood flow
volume and the variation in the pulse wave amplitude
is associated with the risk level.

7. The blood pressure decrease prediction apparatus
according to claim 5, wherein
the pulse rate calculating device calculates the pulse
rate of the living body on the basis of a blood flow
waveform which represents a temporal variation in
the blood flow volume of the living body,
the blood flow volume calculating device calculates
the blood flow volume of the living body on the basis
of the blood flow waveform, and
the pulse wave amplitude calculating device calcu-
lates the pulse wave amplitude of the living body on
the basis of the blood flow waveform.

8. The blood pressure decrease prediction apparatus
according to claim 1, further comprising a first out-
putting device which is configured to output to the
exterior the risk level determined by the risk level
determining device.

9. The blood pressure decrease prediction apparatus
according to claim 1, further comprising a second
outputting device which is configured to output to the
exterior the high risk level state determined by the
high risk level judging device.
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