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(57) An airway adaptor includes: a gas passage into
which a respiratory gas of a subject is to flow; a respiratory
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to detect a temperature change of the respiratory gas
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION(S)

[0001] This application is based upon and claims the
benefit of priority from prior Japanese patent applications
No. 2012-194507 filed on September 4, 2012 and No.
2012-271719 filed on December 12, 2012, the entire con-
tents of which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

[0002] The presently disclosed subject matter relates
to an airway adaptor which is mounted on the face of the
subject to collect information of respiration, to a biological
information acquiring system for acquiring various kinds
of biological information by using the airway adaptor, and
to an oxygen mask.
[0003] As a method of checking an occurrence of an
apnea condition during sleep, there are methods in which
biological information of the subject is acquired by using
brain waves, an electromyogram, the blood oxygen sat-
uration, respiration, or the like as a parameter, thereby
checking such an occurrence. In the methods, as an ex-
ample of collecting biological information related to res-
piration, there is a method in which biological information
related to respiration is acquired based on a temperature
change of the respiratory gas of the subject by using a
temperature sensor.
[0004] An example of a temperature sensor is one
which is to be mounted on the face (below the nose) of
the subject, and the state of the respiratory gas during
sleep is detected from a temperature change of the res-
piratory gas (see Non-patent Reference 1). In the sensor,
two nose heat sensitive portions, one mouth heat sensi-
tive portion, and lead wires extending respectively from
the both ends of the sensor are disposed. The sensor is
placed so that the tip ends of the nose heat sensitive
portions coincide below the nostrils, and the lead wires
are looped over the ears. Then, the sensor is fixed to a
position below the nose with a surgical tape or the like,
and the tip end of the mouth heat sensitive portion is
placed in front of the mouth. According to the configura-
tion, it is possible to measure the temperature of the res-
piratory gas, and detect the respiratory condition.
[0005] (Non-patent Document 1) "Sensor for Analyz-
ing Sleep, Air Flow Sensor (Adult Size) TR-101A", Cat-
alog made on February 23, 2011, Nihon Kohden Corpo-
ration, "Search on March 23, 2012", INTERNET <URL:
//www.nihonkohden.co.jp/iryo/docu-
ments/pdf/H902599.pdf >
[0006] In the temperature sensor, however, the sensor
is fixed with a surgical tape, and therefore positionally
unstable. Consequently, there is a possibility that posi-
tional variation of the sensor may cause the tip ends of
the nose heat sensitive portions placed below the nos-
trils, or the tip end of the mouth heat sensitive portion
placed in front of the mouth to be in contact with the skin

(living body) or nasal discharge, and hence there arises
a case where correct temperature data cannot be stably
measured. With respect to oral respiration of a living
body, moreover, the manner of opening the mouth, and
the like are specific to each living body, and hence it is
often that the mouth heat sensitive portion cannot ade-
quately measure the respiratory gas ejected from the
mouth. Particularly, it is difficult to measure oral respira-
tion. From the viewpoint that an occurrence of an apnea
condition is correctly detected, it is also requested that
comprehensive respiration information including not only
biological information based on a temperature change of
the respiratory gas but also other biological information
is to be acquired.

SUMMARY

[0007] The presently disclosed subject matter may
provide an airway adaptor, biological information acquir-
ing system, and oxygen mask which enable biological
information based on a temperature change of a respi-
ratory gas to be correctly acquired, and comprehensive
respiration information including other biological informa-
tion to be surely measured.
[0008] The airway adaptor may comprise: a gas pas-
sage into which a respiratory gas of a subject is to flow;
a respiratory gas introducing portion which is configured
to guide the respiratory gas expired from at least one of
nostrils and a mouth of the subject, to the gas passage;
and an airway case on which a temperature sensor that
is configured to detect a temperature change of the res-
piratory gas flowing into the gas passage is mountable.
[0009] The respiratory gas introducing portion may in-
clude: a nasal cannula which is configured to guide the
respiratory gas expired from the nostrils of the subject,
to the gas passage; and a mouth guide which is config-
ured to guide the respiratory gas expired from the mouth
of the subject, to the gas passage.
[0010] The temperature sensor may include a heat
sensitive portion which is configured to sense a temper-
ature, and, when the temperature sensor is mounted on
the airway case, the heat sensitive portion may be dis-
posed in at least one of the gas passage and the respi-
ratory gas introducing portion.
[0011] The respiratory gas introducing portion may in-
clude a branch gas passage which is connectable to a
pressure sensor portion for measuring a pressure gen-
erated by the respiratory gas.
[0012] The respiratory gas introducing portion may be
a nasal cannula which is configured to guide the respi-
ratory gas expired from the nostrils of the subject, to the
gas passage.
[0013] The airway adaptor may further comprise: a car-
bon dioxide concentration measuring sensor which is
configured to detect a concentration of carbon dioxide of
the respiratory gas flowing into the gas passage, and
which is mountable on the airway case.
[0014] The carbon dioxide concentration measuring
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sensor may include a light measurement supporting por-
tion which is mounted on the airway case. The light meas-
urement supporting portion may include a light-emitting
element and a light-receiving element which are mounted
on the airway case so as to sandwich the gas passage,
and which are opposed to each other on an optical axis
across the gas passage. The heat sensitive portion may
be disposed at a position which is in the gas passage,
and in which the optical axis is not interrupted by the heat
sensitive portion.
[0015] The temperature sensor may include a temper-
ature measurement supporting portion which is attacha-
ble to and detachable from the light measurement sup-
porting portion of the carbon dioxide concentration meas-
uring sensor.
[0016] The airway adaptor may further comprise a
sample tube which is connected to the respiratory gas
introducing portion, which is configured to suck part of
the respiratory gas flowing into the gas passage, and
which is connectable to a carbon dioxide concentration
measuring section that is configured to detect a concen-
tration of carbon dioxide of the sucked respiratory gas.
[0017] The respiratory gas introducing portion may in-
clude a branch gas passage which is connectable to a
pressure sensor portion for measuring a pressure gen-
erated by the respiratory gas.
[0018] The respiratory gas introducing portion may be
a nasal cannula which is configured to guide the respi-
ratory gas expired from the nostrils of the subject, to the
gas passage.
[0019] The temperature sensor may include a heat
sensitive portion which is configured to sense a temper-
ature, and the respiratory gas introducing portion may
include a hole in which the heat sensitive portion is en-
terable.
[0020] The respiratory gas introducing portion may be
a mouth guide which is configured to guide the respiratory
gas expired from the mouth of the subject, to the gas
passage.
[0021] The biological information acquiring system
may comprise: a gas passage into which a respiratory
gas of a subj ect is to flow; a nasal cannula which is
configured to guide the respiratory gas expired from nos-
trils of the subject, to the gas passage; a mouth guide
which is configured to guide the respiratory gas expired
from a mouth of the subject, to the gas passage; a tem-
perature sensor which is configured to detect a temper-
ature change of the respiratory gas of the subject; an
airway case on which the temperature sensor is mount-
able; and a controller which is configured to control an
operation process of the temperature sensor.
[0022] The biological information acquiring system
may further comprise: a pressure sensor which includes:
a branch gas passage which is configured to guide a
pressure generated by the respiratory gas expired from
the nostrils; a pressure sensor portion; and a respiratory
pressure acquiring section. The branch gas passage may
be connected to the nasal cannula.

[0023] The biological information acquiring system
may further comprise: a carbon dioxide concentration
measuring sensor which is configured to detect a con-
centration of carbon dioxide of the respiratory gas of the
subject, and which is attachable to the airway case. The
controller may control an operation process of the carbon
dioxide concentration measuring sensor.
[0024] The biological information acquiring system
may further comprise: a sample tube which is connected
to the nasal cannula, which is configured to suck part of
the respiratory gas flowing into the gas passage, and
which is connectable to a carbon dioxide concentration
measuring section that is configured to detect a concen-
tration of carbon dioxide of the sucked respiratory gas.
The controller may control an operation process of the
carbon dioxide concentration measuring section.
[0025] The temperature sensor may include a heat
sensitive portion which is configured to sense a temper-
ature, and the mouth guide may include a hole in which
the heat sensitive portion is enterable.
[0026] The oxygen mask may comprise: a gas pas-
sage into which a respiratory gas of a subject is to flow;
a respiratory gas introducing portion which is configured
to guide the respiratory gas expired from at least one of
nostrils and a mouth of the subject, to the gas passage;
an airway case on which a temperature sensor that is
configured to detect a temperature change of the respi-
ratory gas flowing into the gas passage is mountable; an
oxygen supplying portion; and a patient attachment por-
tion which includes an opening that communicates with
external air, and which is to be mounted on an outer cir-
cumference of a nose or the nose and mouth of the sub-
ject.
[0027] The temperature sensor may include a heat
sensitive portion which is configured to sense a temper-
ature, and the heat sensitive portion may be disposed in
at least one of the gas passage and the respiratory gas
introducing portion.
[0028] The oxygen mask may further comprise: a res-
piratory gas exhaust port through which the respiratory
gas of the subject is discharged. The temperature sensor
may include a heat sensitive portion which is configured
to sense a temperature, and the heat sensitive portion
may be disposed in the respiratory gas exhaust port.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0029]

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing a state where
an airway adaptor of a first embodiment of the pres-
ently disclosed subject matter is mounted on the face
of the subject.
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view (in the lateral
direction of the face) showing the internal structure
of the airway adaptor of Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view (in the antero-
posterior direction of the face) showing the internal
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structure of the airway adaptor of Fig. 1.
Fig. 4 is an exploded view of the airway adaptor of
Fig. 1.
Fig. 5 is a block diagram showing the configuration
of a biological information acquiring system of the
first embodiment.
Fig. 6 is a perspective view showing a state where
an airway adaptor of a second embodiment of the
presently disclosed subject matter is mounted on the
face of the subject.
Fig. 7 is a perspective view of an oxygen mask of a
third embodiment of the presently disclosed subject
matter.
Fig. 8 is a longitudinal sectional view of the oxygen
mask.
Fig. 9 is a perspective view showing a state where
an airway adaptor of a fourth embodiment of the
presently disclosed subject matter is mounted on the
face of the subject.
Fig. 10 is a perspective view showing a state where
an airway adaptor of a fifth embodiment of the pres-
ently disclosed subject matter is mounted on the face
of the subject.
Fig. 11 is an exploded view of the airway adaptor of
the fifth embodiment of the presently disclosed sub-
ject matter.
Fig. 12A is an exploded perspective view of an oxy-
gen mask of a sixth embodiment of the presently
disclosed subj ect matter, Fig. 12B is a perspective
view of the oxygen mask, and Fig. 12C is a partial
enlarged view of the oxygen mask.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBOD-
IMENTS

[0030] Hereinafter, embodiments of the airway adap-
tor, biological information acquiring system, and oxygen
mask of the presently disclosed subject matter will be
described with reference to the accompanying drawings.
[0031] First, a first embodiment of the presently dis-
closed subject matter will be described with reference to
Figs. 1 to 5.
[0032] Fig. 1 shows a state where an airway adaptor
10 is mounted on the face 3 of the subject 2. The airway
adaptor 10 is an adaptor for acquiring and collecting bi-
ological information from respiration of the subject 2.
[0033] The airway adaptor 10 includes: an airway case
20 including a gas passage into which the respiratory
gas (often referred to as expiration) expired by the subject
2 is to flow; a nasal cannula 30 (an example of the res-
piratory gas introducing portion) which guides the respi-
ratory gas expired from the nostrils 4 of the subject 2; a
mouth guide 40 (an example of the respiratory gas intro-
ducing portion) which guides the respiratory gas expired
from the mouth 5 of the subject 2; a light measurement
supporting portion 50 of a carbon dioxide concentration
measuring sensor which is mountable on the airway case
20; a temperature measurement supporting portion 60

of a temperature sensor which is mountable on the light
measurement supporting portion 50; and branch gas
passages 71, 72 which are formed in the nasal cannula
30.
[0034] As shown in Fig. 2, the airway case 20 includes
a gas passage 21 into which the respiratory gases ex-
pired from the nostrils 4 and mouth 5 of the subject 2 are
to flow. The airway case 20 further includes supporting
portions 23a, 23b which support the light measurement
supporting portion 50 of the carbon dioxide concentration
measuring sensor mounted on the airway case 20 (see
Fig. 4).
[0035] An upper portion of the gas passage 21 is con-
nected to the nasal cannula 30, and its lower portion to
the mouth guide 40. According to the configuration, the
gas passage 21 functions as a common respiratory gas
chamber into which the respiratory gas expired from the
nostrils 4, and that expired from the mouth 5 together
flow. Fig. 3 diagrammatically shows the flows of the res-
piratory gases guided into the respiratory gas chamber.
The respiratory gas expired from the nostrils 4 flows as
indicated by the arrow 37, and that expired from the
mouth 5 flows as indicated by the arrow 43.
[0036] The nasal cannula 30 has a pair of insertion
portions 31, 32 which are used while being inserted into
the nostrils 4 of the subject 2. The interiors of the insertion
portions 31, 32 are formed as hollow guiding gas pas-
sages 33, 34, and a confluent portion 36 is formed in a
basal end portion 35 of the passages.
[0037] The basal end portion 35 is connected to an
upper end portion of the airway case 20, and the confluent
portion 36 communicates with the gas passage 21
through an opening which is formed in the upper end
portion of the airway case 20. The respiratory gas expired
from the nostrils 4 is guided to the gas passage 21 of the
airway case 20 while passing through the interiors of the
insertion portions 31, 32 and the confluent portion 36.
[0038] The insertion portions 31, 32 are configured by
a soft material such as silicone rubber, polypropylene,
vinyl chloride, or elastomer. The gas passage 21 is a
portion which is not to be inserted into the nostrils of the
living body, and may include the guiding gas passages
33, 34 and the confluent portion 36.
[0039] In the insertion portions 31, 32 of the nasal can-
nula 30, a support member 38 is disposed along the inner
wall extending between the guiding gas passages 33,
34. The support member 38 is formed by a material (for
example, a wire) which is plastically deformable. There-
fore, the member is deformed by application of a force,
and, when the force application is cancelled, maintains
the deformed shape. Therefore, the support member 38
causes inner wall parts of the insertion portions 31, 32
which are opposed to the nasal septum 4a, to function
as plastically deformable parts.
[0040] When a force is applied to the insertion portions
31, 32 and the support member 38 is plastically deformed
so as to extend along the shape of the surface of the
nasal septum 4a, the support member 38 maintains the
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deformed shape even after the force application is can-
celled. Therefore, the insertion portions 31, 32 can be
prevented from being separated from the nasal septum
4a, and the state where the airway adaptor 10 is mounted
on the face 3 can be maintained.
[0041] The mouth guide 40 is a guiding member for
guiding the respiratory gas expired from the mouth 5 of
the subject 2 to the gas passage 21 of the airway case
20, and disposed while being connected to a lower por-
tion of the airway case 20. The mouth guide 40 is formed
into a dome-like shape as a whole, so that a space is
formed in the interior. The space constitutes a guiding
gas passage 41.
[0042] The guiding gas passage 41 communicates
with the gas passage 21 through an opening formed in
a lower end portion of the airway case 20. When the
airway adaptor 10 is mounted on the face 3 of the subject
2, the mouth guide 40 is placed in front of the mouth 5
of the subject 2. The respiratory gas expired from the
mouth 5 is guided to the gas passage 21 of the airway
case 20 through the guiding gas passage 41.
[0043] The mouth guide 40 is swingably supported by
the airway case 20 through a support shaft 42 (see Fig.
4). When the mouth guide 40 is swung in the anteropos-
terior direction about the support shaft 42, the position
of the mouth guide 40 with respect to the mouth 5 of the
subject 2 can be adjusted. The distance between the
mouth guide 40 and the mouth 5 can be adequately ad-
justed so that an appropriate volume of the respiratory
gas is guided to the gas passage 21. The gas passage
21 may include the guiding gas passage 41.
[0044] The light measurement supporting portion 50 is
a member which constitutes a part of the carbon dioxide
concentration measuring sensor, and, as shown in Figs.
3 and 4, mounted on the airway case 20. The light meas-
urement supporting portion 50 is mounted on the airway
case 20 so as to be on the both sides of the gas passage
21 of the airway case 20. The mounted light measure-
ment supporting portion 50 is sandwichedly held by the
supporting portions 23a, 23b of the airway case 20. The
light measurement supporting portion 50 is disposed so
as to be attachable to and detachable from the airway
case 20.
[0045] As shown in Fig. 2, the light measurement sup-
porting portion 50 includes a light-emitting element 51
and a light-receiving element 52. When the light meas-
urement supporting portion 50 is mounted on the airway
case 20, the light-emitting surface of the light-emitting
element 51 and the light-receiving surface of the light-
receiving element 52 are opposed to the side surfaces
of the gas passage 21, respectively. As a result, the light-
emitting element 51 and the light-receiving element 52
are opposed to each other on the same optical axis
across the gas passage 21.
[0046] In this way, the gas passage 21 is formed so as
to traverse between the light-emitting element 51 and the
light-receiving element 52. In the embodiment, the light-
emitting element 51 can be configured by an infrared light

source, and the light-emitting element 51 by a photodi-
ode. The light-emitting element 51 and the light-receiving
element 52 are connected to a carbon dioxide concen-
tration acquiring section 104 (see Fig. 5) through lead
wires 53, 54, respectively.
[0047] The temperature measurement supporting por-
tion 60 is a member which constitutes a part of a tem-
perature sensor, and, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4, mounted
on the light measurement supporting portion 50 of the
carbon dioxide concentration measuring sensor. The
temperature measurement supporting portion 60 is dis-
posed so as to be attachable to and detachable from the
light measurement supporting portion 50. The tempera-
ture measurement supporting portion 60 includes heat
sensitive portions 61, 62 for sensing and detecting a tem-
perature change of the respiratory gas.
[0048] The heat sensitive portions 61, 62 are disposed
at a number of at least one, in the embodiment, two, in
such a manner that, when the temperature measurement
supporting portion 60 is mounted on the light measure-
ment supporting portion 50, the heat sensitive portions
are disposed in the gas passage 21 of the airway case
20. Although not illustrated, in the case where a plurality
of heat sensitive portions are disposed, one (mainly, for
the respiratory gas from the nose) may be disposed in
the gas passage 21 (which may include the guiding gas
passages 33, 34, 41 and the confluent portion 36), and
the other(s) (mainly, for the respiratory gas from the
mouth) may be disposed in the mouth guide 40.
[0049] In the gas passage 21, through holes are
formed to pass through the side surface, and, when the
temperature measurement supporting portion 60 is
mounted, the heat sensitive portions 61, 62 are disposed
in the gas passage 21 through the through holes. In the
gas passage 21, the heat sensitive portions 61, 62 are
disposed in the interior (respiratory gas chamber) of the
gas passage into which both the respiratory gas expired
from the nostrils, and that expired from the mouth are
guided and flown. As shown in Figs. 2 and 3, furthermore,
the heat sensitive portions 61, 62 are disposed at posi-
tions where the optical path of light which is expired from
the light-emitting element 51 and received by the light-
receiving element 52 is not interrupted by the heat sen-
sitive portions 61, 62.
[0050] Each of the heat sensitive portions may be con-
figured by, for example, a thermocouple. The heat sen-
sitive portions 61, 62 are connected to a respiratory tem-
perature acquiring section 103 (see Fig. 5) through lead
wires 63, 64, respectively. One thermocouple may meas-
ure the temperatures of respiratory gases from the nose
and the mouth, or two thermocouples may be used for
respectively measuring those from the nose and the
mouth.
[0051] The position to which the temperature meas-
urement supporting portion 60 is mounted is not limited
to that shown in the embodiment, and may be a position
where conditions for allowing the heat sensitive portions
61, 62 to be disposed in the gas passage 21 (positions
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where light expired from the light-emitting element toward
the light-receiving element is not interrupted) are satis-
fied.
[0052] Therefore, it is not always necessary that the
temperature measurement supporting portion 60 is
mounted on the light measurement supporting portion 50
of the carbon dioxide concentration measuring sensor.
For example, the temperature measurement supporting
portion may be mounted on the airway case 20, the nasal
cannula 30, or the like. Also in the case where the tem-
perature measurement supporting portion 60 is mounted
on the light measurement supporting portion 50, a con-
figuration may be employed where, contrary to the first
embodiment, the light measurement supporting portion
50 is mounted on the airway case 20 from the rear (face
3) side of the airway case 20, and the temperature meas-
urement supporting portion 60 is mounted from the front
side of the airway case 20. A large number (two or more)
of heat sensitive portions may be disposed as far as they
satisfy the above-described requirement.
[0053] The branch gas passages 71, 72 guide the pres-
sure generated by the respiratory gas expired from the
nostrils 4 to a pressure sensor portion 75 (see Figs. 4
and 5) of a pressure sensor. The branch gas passages
71, 72 communicate in the confluent portion 36 with the
guiding gas passages 33, 34 in the insertion portions 31,
32 of the nasal cannula 30, and laterally extend from a
basal end portion 35 (root portion) of the insertion por-
tions 31, 32. Namely, the branch gas passages 71, 72
are formed as parts of the nasal cannula 30.
[0054] Tubes (made of a vinyl resin) 73, 74 are con-
nected to tip end portions of the branch gas passages
71, 72, respectively, and the tip ends of the tubes 73, 74
are connected to the pressure sensor portion 75. Part of
the respiratory gas expired from the nostrils 4 is guided
to the branch gas passages 71, 72, and then to the pres-
sure sensor portion 75 through the tubes 73, 74. The
branch gas passages 71, 72 may be configured so as to
be attachable to and detachable from the nasal cannula
30 (the insertion portions 31, 32).
[0055] Fig. 5 is a block diagram showing the configu-
ration of the biological information acquiring system 1 of
the first embodiment.
[0056] The heat sensitive portions 61, 62 of the tem-
perature measurement supporting portion 60 which are
disposed in the gas passage 21 of the airway case 20
are communicably connected to the respiratory temper-
ature acquiring section 103 disposed in a processing ap-
paratus 100 for processing biological information. The
respiratory temperature acquiring section 103 is commu-
nicably connected to a controller 101 disposed in the
processing apparatus 100.
[0057] The controller 101 controls various sections of
the biological information acquiring system 1. Although
not illustrated, the controller 101 includes: a CPU which
governs the control; a ROM which holds programs for
executing various process procedures of the CPU; and
a memory (a RAM, a flash memory, or the like) which

functions as a working area of the CPU, and which stores
data acquired by various sections (a respiratory pressure
acquiring section 102, the respiratory temperature ac-
quiring section 103, the carbon dioxide concentration ac-
quiring section 104, and the like).
[0058] The respiratory temperature acquiring section
103 acquires temperature data in the gas passage 21
which are detected by the heat sensitive portions 61, 62,
based on a control signal transmitted from the controller
101. The acquired temperature data are transmitted to
the controller 101 to be stored or held in the memory,
and displayed on a displaying device (not shown). The
respiratory temperature acquiring section 103 monitors
signals of temperature data output from the heat sensitive
portions 61, 62, so that biological information based on
a temperature change of the respiratory gas of the subject
2 can be acquired as respiration information.
[0059] Specifically, the respiratory gas expired from
the nostrils 4, and that expired from the mouth 5 flow into
the gas passage 21. When the respiratory gas expired
from at least one of the nostrils 4 and the mouth 5 is
guided into the gas passage 21, the temperature in the
gas passage 21 is changed. As a result, also the tem-
peratures measured by the heat sensitive portions 61,
62 disposed in the gas passage 21 are changed.
[0060] Therefore, for example, a sleep condition (such
as an occurrence of an apnea condition) of the subject
2 can be determined by acquiring the temperature data
in the gas passage 21 during sleep. The heat sensitive
portions 61, 62, the temperature measurement support-
ing portion 60 including the heat sensitive portions, and
the respiratory temperature acquiring section 103 func-
tion as the temperature sensor in the presently disclosed
subject matter.
[0061] The light-emitting element 51 and light-receiv-
ing element 52 which are disposed in the light measure-
ment supporting portion 50 are communicably connected
to the carbon dioxide concentration acquiring section 104
disposed in the processing apparatus 100. The carbon
dioxide concentration acquiring section 104 is further
communicably connected to the controller 101 disposed
in the processing apparatus 100.
[0062] Based on the control signal transmitted from the
controller 101, the carbon dioxide concentration acquir-
ing section 104 outputs a light-emitting signal indicative
of irradiation of light, to the light-emitting element 51. Up-
on receiving the light-emitting signal, the light-emitting
element 51 emits a light beam (infrared light beam) hav-
ing a predetermined wavelength. The light beam expired
from the light-emitting element 51 propagates across the
gas passage 21 to be received by the light-receiving el-
ement 52. The light-receiving element 52 outputs an out-
put signal corresponding to the intensity of the received
light. The output signal output from the light-receiving
element 52 is acquired by the carbon dioxide concentra-
tion acquiring section 104.
[0063] The acquired output signal (concentration infor-
mation (concentration data)) is transmitted to the control-
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ler 101 to be stored or held in the memory, and displayed
on the displaying device (not shown). The carbon dioxide
concentration acquiring section 104 monitors the output
signal output from the light-receiving element 52, so that
biological information based on the concentration of car-
bon dioxide contained in the respiratory gas of the subject
2 can be acquired as respiration information.
[0064] Specifically, when the respiratory gas expired
from at least one of the nostrils 4 and mouth 5 of the
subject 2 is guided into the gas passage 21 of the airway
case 20, the concentration of carbon dioxide in the gas
passage 21 is increased. Since the light-emitting surface
of the light-emitting element 51, and the light-receiving
surface of the light-receiving element 52 are opposed to
each other on the same optical axis across the gas pas-
sage 21, the infrared light beam expired from the light-
emitting element 51 is absorbed by carbon dioxide in the
gas passage 21. When the concentration of carbon di-
oxide in the gas passage 21 is increased, the rate of
infrared light at which the infrared light is absorbed by
carbon dioxide is raised. Therefore, the intensity of light
received by the light-receiving element 52 is lowered,
with the result that the state of the output signal output
from the light-receiving element 52 is changed.
[0065] As described above, the light-emitting element
51, the light-receiving element 52, the light measurement
supporting portion 50 including the light-emitting element
51 and the light-receiving element 52, and the carbon
dioxide concentration acquiring section 104 function as
the carbon dioxide concentration measuring sensor in
the presently disclosed subject matter.
[0066] The branch gas passages 71, 72 which are lat-
erally extended from the insertion portions 31, 32 of the
nasal cannula 30 are connected to the pressure sensor
portion 75 through the tubes 73, 74, respectively. The
pressure sensor portion 75 is communicably connected
to the respiratory pressure acquiring section 102 dis-
posed in the processing apparatus 100. Furthermore, the
respiratory pressure acquiring section 102 is communi-
cably connected to the controller 101 disposed in the
processing apparatus 100.
[0067] Based on the control signal transmitted from the
controller 101, the respiratory pressure acquiring section
102 outputs a pressure signal indicative of measurement
of the pressure, to the pressure sensor portion 75. Upon
receiving the pressure signal, the pressure sensor por-
tion 75 detects the pressure of the respiratory gas sup-
plied from the branch gas passages 71, 72, and supplies
a signal indicating the detected pressure, to the respira-
tory pressure acquiring section 102.
[0068] The respiratory pressure acquiring section 102
acquires data of the pressure signal supplied from the
pressure sensor portion 75. The acquired pressure data
are transmitted to the controller 101 to be stored or held
in the memory, and displayed on the displaying device
(not shown). The respiratory pressure acquiring section
102 monitors the signal of the pressure data supplied
from the pressure sensor portion 75, so that biological

information based on the respiratory pressure of the sub-
ject 2 can be acquired as respiration information.
[0069] Specifically, part of the respiratory gas expired
from the nostrils 4 of the subject 2 is guided to the branch
gas passages 71, 72, and then passes through the tubes
73, 74 to reach the pressure sensor portion 75. When
the respiratory gas expired from the nostrils is guided to
the branch gas passages 71, 72, the pressure in the tubes
73, 74 is changed.
[0070] The pressure sensor portion 75 detects the
pressure variation in the tubes 73, 74, and outputs an
electrical signal corresponding to the pressure value. The
branch gas passages 71, 72, the tubes 73, 74, the pres-
sure sensor portion 75, and the respiratory pressure ac-
quiring section 102 function as the pressure sensor in
the presently disclosed subject matter.
[0071] It is not always necessary that the pressure sen-
sor portion 75 is independently disposed outside the
processing apparatus 100. The pressure sensor portion
may be configured so as to be incorporated in the
processing apparatus 100 as a part thereof.
[0072] The airway adaptor and biological information
acquiring system of the first embodiment of the presently
disclosed subject matter are configured as described
above, and hence achieve the following effects.
[0073] The heat sensitive portions 61, 62 are disposed
in the interior (respiratory gas chamber) of the gas pas-
sage into which both the respiratory gas expired from the
nostrils 4, and that expired from the mouth 5 are guided.
Therefore, the respiratory gas expired from the nostrils
4, and that expired from the mouth 5 can be subjected
to measurement while using the common heat sensitive
portions 61, 62, and biological information based on a
temperature change of the respiratory gas can be surely
acquired as respiration information.
[0074] The heat sensitive portions 61, 62 are disposed
in the state where they are housed in the gas passage
21. During a process of acquiring biological information,
therefore, respiration information can be stably acquired
without causing the heat sensitive portions 61, 62 to be
in contact with the living body (the skin of the subject).
Particularly, the heat sensitive portions 61, 62 are dis-
posed at the positions which are not inserted into the
nostrils. Even when, for example, the subject turns over
during sleep, therefore, the possibility that the heat sen-
sitive portions may make contact with the living body is
very low. Consequently, respiration information can be
stably acquired. Moreover, the influence due to nasal dis-
charge is reduced.
[0075] Also when the living body breaths through the
mouth, the mouth guide 40 surely guides the respiratory
gas to the gas passage, and therefore measurement of
a temperature change during oral respiration is accurate-
ly realized irrespective of the opened condition of the
mouth of the living body.
[0076] In the case where one thermocouple is em-
ployed to constitute a heat sensitive portion, the produc-
tion cost can be reduced. In the case where a plurality
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of thermocouples are employed to constitute heat sen-
sitive portions, when they are used in a mode where a
temperature change of the respiratory gas from the nose,
and that of the respiratory gas from the mouth are inde-
pendently measured, nasal respiration and oral respira-
tion can be discriminated from each other.
[0077] Since the heat sensitive portions 61, 62 are dis-
posed at positions where the light beam which is expired
from the light-emitting element 51 and received by the
light-receiving element 52 is not interrupted, biological
information based on the concentration of carbon dioxide
contained in the respiratory gas can be correctly acquired
without causing the heat sensitive portions 61, 62 to ob-
struct the measurement of the concentration of carbon
dioxide by the carbon dioxide concentration measuring
sensor.
[0078] Since the branch gas passages 71, 72 for the
pressure sensor are connected to the insertion portions
31, 32 of the nasal cannula 30, the respiratory gas dis-
charged from the nostrils of the subject 2 is allowed to
be guided to the pressure sensor portion 75 through the
branch gas passages 71, 72, simply by inserting the in-
sertion portions 31, 32 into the nostrils. Namely, biolog-
ical information based on the respiratory pressure can
be acquired without inserting the branch gas passages
71, 72 into the nostrils. Particularly, not only a tempera-
ture change of the respiratory gas, but also the respiratory
pressure and the concentration of carbon dioxide of the
respiratory gas can be measured simply by inserting the
nasal cannula 30 into the nostrils of the living body.
[0079] As described above, according to the airway
adaptor 10 and the biological information acquiring sys-
tem 1 of the embodiment, sets of respiration information
including biological information of a temperature change,
concentration of carbon dioxide, and respiratory pres-
sure of the respiratory gas of the subject can be acquired
simultaneously and stably.
[0080] Next, a second embodiment of the presently
disclosed subject matter will be described with reference
to Fig. 6. Components which are identical or similar to
those of the airway adaptor 10 and biological information
acquiring system 1 of the first embodiment have identical
or similar functions and effects, and are denoted by the
same reference numerals.
[0081] As shown in Fig. 6, an airway adaptor 10A of
the second embodiment is different from the airway adap-
tor 10 of the first embodiment in that the airway adaptor
10A does not include the branch gas passages which
guide the respiratory gas expired from the nostrils 4, to
the pressure sensor portion. In a nasal cannula 30A in
the second embodiment, namely, the insertion portions
31, 32 for guiding the respiratory gas expired from the
nostrils 4 the gas passage 21 of the airway case 20 are
formed, but branch gas passages for guiding the respi-
ratory gas expired from the nostrils to the pressure sensor
portion are not formed. The other configuration is similar
to that of the airway adaptor 10 of the first embodiment.
[0082] Although not illustrated, the biological informa-

tion acquiring system of the second embodiment is dif-
ferent from the biological information acquiring system 1
of the first embodiment shown in Fig. 5 in that, in the
block diagram of the biological information acquiring sys-
tem 1, the configuration (the branch gas passages 71,
72, the tubes 73, 74, the pressure sensor portion 75, and
the respiratory pressure acquiring section 102) of the
pressure sensor which acquires biological information re-
lated to the respiratory pressure of the respiratory gas is
not provided. Namely, the biological information acquir-
ing system of the second embodiment includes two sen-
sors, i.e., a carbon dioxide concentration measuring sen-
sor and a temperature sensor. The other configuration
is similar to that of the biological information acquiring
system 1 of the first embodiment.
[0083] According to the configuration of the second
embodiment, similarly with the first embodiment, biolog-
ical information based on a temperature change of the
respiratory gas can be stably acquired as respiration in-
formation, and biological information based on the con-
centration of carbon dioxide contained in the respiratory
gas can be correctly acquired as respiration information.
[0084] Next, a third embodiment in which the presently
disclosed subject matter is applied to an oxygen mask
will be described with reference to Figs. 7 and 8. The
basic configuration in which the heat sensitive portions
of the temperature sensor are disposed in the gas pas-
sage of the airway case or the respiratory gas introducing
portion to which the respiratory gas is guided is similar
to that in the above-described first and second embodi-
ments. Components having similar functions are denoted
by the same reference numerals, and their description is
omitted.
[0085] As shown in Fig. 7, an oxygen mask 200 has a
mask 201, a respiratory gas introducing portion 202, and
an oxygen tube 203 (an example of the oxygen supplying
portion). The mask 201 includes an opening which com-
municates with the external air, and a patient attachment
portion 204 which covers the nose and mouth of the pa-
tient is disposed in the outer circumferential edge of the
opening.
[0086] On the surface of the mask 201 which is oppo-
site to the patient attachment portion 204, the airway case
20 is attached to the mask 201. The light measurement
supporting portion 50 of the carbon dioxide concentration
measuring sensor, and the temperature measurement
supporting portion 60 of the temperature sensor which
is held on the light measurement supporting portion 50
are attached to the airway case 20.
[0087] The oxygen tube 203 is fixed to the airway case
20. In order to prevent the skin of the patient from being
dried, preferably, an oxygen blown out port (not shown)
is disposed at a position opposed to a scattering plate
205 so that oxygen is not directly blown to the nose and
mouth of the patient. The respiratory gas introducing por-
tion 202 guides the respiratory gas expired from the nose
or mouth of the patient, to the gas passage 21 of the
airway case 20.
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[0088] Fig. 8 is a longitudinal sectional view of the ox-
ygen mask 200 in a state where the carbon dioxide con-
centration measuring sensor and the temperature sensor
are detached. In Fig. 8, the reference numeral 262 indi-
cates an example of regions where, when the tempera-
ture sensor is attached to the oxygen mask 200, the heat
sensitive portions 61, 62 of the temperature sensor are
placed.
[0089] In the thus configured oxygen mask 200, simi-
larly with the first and second embodiments, the heat
sensitive portions 61, 62 of the temperature sensor are
placed in the gas passage 21 or inside the respiratory
gas introducing portion 202, and therefore biological in-
formation based on a temperature change of the respi-
ratory gas can be stably acquired as respiratory informa-
tion. Since the oxygen tube 203 for supplying oxygen is
placed independently from the gas passage 21 of the
airway case 20, moreover, a configuration is attained
where the respiratory gas which is the target of the meas-
urement by the heat sensitive portions 61, 62 of the tem-
perature sensor is not affected by the temperature of the
oxygen passing through the oxygen tube 203. According
to the configuration of the oxygen mask 200, therefore,
a temperature change of the respiratory gas of the patient
can be accurately measured while supplying oxygen.
[0090] Next, an airway adaptor 10B of a fourth embod-
iment will be described with reference to Fig. 9. Compo-
nents which are identical or similar to those of the airway
adaptor 10 and biological information acquiring system
1 of the first embodiment have identical or similar func-
tions and effects, and are denoted by the same reference
numerals.
[0091] As shown in Fig. 9, the airway adaptor 10B of
the fourth embodiment is different from the airway adap-
tor 10 of the first embodiment in that the airway adaptor
10B does not have the light measurement supporting por-
tion 50 of the carbon dioxide concentration measuring
sensor, that the temperature measurement supporting
portion 60 of the temperature sensor is mounted on the
airway case 20, and that the branch gas passages 71,
72 formed in the nasal cannula 30 are not connected to
the tubes 73, 74 connected to the pressure sensor portion
75, but connected to sample tubes 80, 81 connected to
a carbon dioxide concentration measuring device 82 (an
example of the carbon dioxide concentration measuring
section) that is disposed separately from the airway
adaptor 10B.
[0092] In the airway adaptor 10B of the fourth embod-
iment, namely, the temperature measurement support-
ing portion 60 is attached to the supporting portions 23a,
23b (see Fig. 4) disposed in the airway case 20, from the
front side of the face of the subject, and supported there-
by. In the state where the temperature measurement sup-
porting portion 60 is supported by the airway case 20,
the heat sensitive portions 61, 62 (see Fig. 4) for sensing
and detecting a temperature change of the respiratory
gas are disposed in the gas passage 21 of the airway
case 20.

[0093] As described above, the light measurement
supporting portion 50 of the carbon dioxide concentration
measuring sensor is not mounted on the airway case 20
of the airway adaptor 10B. In place of the tubes 73, 74
connected to the pressure sensor portion 75, one ends
of the sample tubes 80, 81 are connected to the branch
gas passages 71, 72 formed in the nasal cannula 30,
respectively. The other ends of the sample tubes 80, 81
are connected to the carbon dioxide concentration meas-
uring device 82.
[0094] The carbon dioxide concentration measuring
device 82 has the same configuration (the configuration
including the light-emitting element 51, the light-receiving
element 52, the carbon dioxide concentration acquiring
section 104, and the controller 101) as the carbon dioxide
concentration measuring sensor in the first embodiment,
and detects the concentration of carbon dioxide of the
respiratory gas. The carbon dioxide concentration meas-
uring device 82 sucks part of the respiratory gas which
flows from the nasal cannula 30 into the gas passage of
the airway case 20, through the sample tubes 80, 81,
and detects the concentration of carbon dioxide of the
sucked respiratory gas.
[0095] The thus configured airway adaptor 10B has
the configuration where, as a sensor, the temperature
measurement supporting portion 60 constituting a tem-
perature sensor is simply mounted on the airway case
20, and the components constituting the carbon dioxide
concentration measuring sensor are not mounted on the
airway case 20. Therefore, the airway adaptor 10B can
be simply configured, and reduced in weight.
[0096] As a modification of the thus configured airway
adaptor 10B, in addition to the branch gas passages 71,
72 to which the sample tubes 80, 81 are connected, other
branch gas passages may be formed in the nasal cannula
30, and the tubes 73, 74 connected to the pressure sen-
sor portion 75 may be connected to the other branch gas
passages. Also in this configuration, the components
constituting the carbon dioxide concentration measuring
sensor are not mounted on the airway case 20, and there-
fore the airway adaptor 10B can be simply configured,
and reduced in weight.
[0097] Next, an airway adaptor 10C of a fifth embodi-
ment will be described with reference to Figs. 10 and 11.
Components which are identical or similar to those of the
airway adaptor 10 and biological information acquiring
system 1 of the first embodiment have identical or similar
functions and effects, and are denoted by the same ref-
erence numerals.
[0098] As shown in Figs. 10 and 11, the airway adaptor
10C of the fifth embodiment is different from the airway
adaptor 10 of the first embodiment in that holes 44a, 44b
are formed in a mouth guide 40A, that a temperature
measurement supporting portion 60A is attached to the
light measurement supporting portion 50 from the front
side of the face of the subject, and that the temperature
measurement supporting portion 60A has rod-like heat
sensitive portions 65a, 65b which are projected toward
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the nasal cannula 30, and rod-like heat sensitive portions
65c, 65d which are projected toward the mouth guide
40A.
[0099] In the airway adaptor 10C of the fifth embodi-
ment, two through holes 44a, 44b (an example of the
hole portion) are formed in the mouth guide 40A.
[0100] The temperature measurement supporting por-
tion 60A has the two rod-like heat sensitive portions 65a,
65b which are projected toward the nasal cannula 30 (the
upper side of Fig. 10), and the two rod-like heat sensitive
portions 65c, 65d which are projected toward the mouth
guide 40A (the lower side of Fig. 10). The heat sensitive
portions 65a to 65d have the same function as the heat
sensitive portions 61, 62 in the first embodiment, and
operate as a sensor portion which senses and detects a
temperature change of the respiratory gas. The temper-
ature measurement supporting portion 60A is attached
to the light measurement supporting portion 50 attached
to the airway case 20, from the front side of the face of
the subject.
[0101] In the state where the temperature measure-
ment supporting portion 60A is mounted on the light
measurement supporting portion 50 attached to the air-
way case 20, the heat sensitive portions 65a, 65b are
placed on the insertion portions 31, 32 of the nasal can-
nula 30. Tip end portions of the heat sensitive portions
65a, 65b are inserted together with the insertion portions
31, 32 into the nostrils 4 of the subject 2, respectively. In
this state, the heat sensitive portions 65c, 65d are insert-
ed (plunged) into the holes 44a, 44b formed in the mouth
guide 40A, respectively, and tip end portions of the heat
sensitive portions 65c, 65d are exposed in the inner
space of the mouth guide 40A (the space between the
mouth guide and the mouth of the subject).
[0102] According to the thus configured airway adaptor
10C, the heat sensitive portions 65a, 65b can measure
a temperature change of the respiratory gas expired from
the nostrils 4, and the heat sensitive portions 65c, 65d
can measure the respiratory gas expired from the mouth
5. Therefore, biological information based on a temper-
ature change of the respiratory gas can be surely ac-
quired as respiration information.
[0103] In the configuration where the heat sensitive
portions 65a, 65b are placed on the insertion portions
31, 32 of the nasal cannula 30, and the heat sensitive
portions 65c, 65d are inserted into the holes 44a, 44b
formed in the mouth guide 40A, respiration information
can be stably acquired during a process of acquiring bi-
ological information without causing the heat sensitive
portions 65a to 65d to be in contact with the living body
(the skin of the subject).
[0104] The temperature measurement supporting por-
tion 60A can be attached to the light measurement sup-
porting portion 50 attached to the airway case 20, from
the front side of the face of the subject. Therefore, the
work of mounting the airway adaptor 10C on the subject
is facilitated.
[0105] Although, in the above-described embodiment,

the mode where the holes 44a, 44b are formed in the
mouth guide 40A has been exemplarily described, the
presently disclosed subject matter is not limited to this.
For example, another configuration may be employed
where holes into which the heat sensitive portions 65a,
65b are to be respectively inserted are formed in the in-
sertion portions 31, 32 of the nasal cannula 30, and the
tip end portions of the heat sensitive portions 65a, 65b
are exposed through the holes in the hollow portions of
the insertion portions 31, 32, respectively.
[0106] Next, a sixth embodiment in which the presently
disclosed subject matter is applied to an oxygen mask
will be described with reference to Figs. 12A to 12C. The
basic configuration of the oxygen mask is similar to that
of the third embodiment, and the basic configurations of
the airway case, the carbon dioxide concentration meas-
uring sensor, and the temperature sensor are similar to
those of the fifth embodiment. Components having sim-
ilar functions are denoted by the same reference numer-
als, and their description is omitted.
[0107] As shown in Figs. 12A to 12C, the airway case
20 is attached to the surface of the mask 201 which is
opposite to the patient attachment portion 204. The air-
way case 20 includes a supporting portion 212 which
supports the light measurement supporting portion 50,
and an opening 210 (an example of the respiratory gas
exhaust port) is formed in a part of the supporting portion
212. The opening 210 communicates with the gas pas-
sage 21 of the airway case 20. Part of the respiratory gas
discharged from the patient is exhausted from the open-
ing 210.
[0108] The temperature measurement supporting por-
tion 60A of the temperature sensor has a plurality of rod-
like heat sensitive portions 211. As shown in Figs. 12B
and 12C, in the state where the light measurement sup-
porting portion 50 of the carbon dioxide concentration
measuring sensor, and the temperature measurement
supporting portion 60A held by the light measurement
supporting portion 50 are attached to the airway case 20,
the heat sensitive portions 211 are placed above the
opening 210. According to the configuration, the heat
sensitive portions 211 are exposed to the respiratory gas
discharged from the patient, and biological information
based on a temperature change of the respiratory gas
can be surely acquired as respiration information. Ac-
cording to the configuration, moreover, respiration infor-
mation can be stably acquired without causing the heat
sensitive portions 211 to be in contact with the living body
(the skin of the subject).
[0109] The presently disclosed subject matter is not
limited to the above-exemplified embodiments, and may
be adequately changed without departing from the spirit
of the presently disclosed subject matter.
[0110] According to an aspect of the presently dis-
closed subject matter, the temperature sensor is incor-
porated in the airway case, and can measure a temper-
ature change of a respiratory gas introduced into the gas
passage, and therefore correct respiration information
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can be stably measured.
[0111] The presently disclosed subject matter is useful
in the medical field such as a test for sleep apnea.

Claims

1. An airway adaptor comprising:

a gas passage into which a respiratory gas of a
subject is to flow;
a respiratory gas introducing portion which is
configured to guide the respiratory gas expired
from at least one of nostrils and a mouth of the
subject, to the gas passage; and
an airway case on which a temperature sensor
that is configured to detect a temperature
change of the respiratory gas flowing into the
gas passage is mountable.

2. The airway adaptor according to claim 1, wherein
the respiratory gas introducing portion includes:

a nasal cannula which is configured to guide the
respiratory gas expired from the nostrils of the
subject, to the gas passage; and
a mouth guide which is configured to guide the
respiratory gas expired from the mouth of the
subject, to the gas passage.

3. The airway adaptor according to claim 1 or 2, wherein
the temperature sensor includes a heat sensitive
portion which is configured to sense a temperature,
and,
when the temperature sensor is mounted on the air-
way case, the heat sensitive portion is disposed in
at least one of the gas passage and the respiratory
gas introducing portion.

4. The airway adaptor according to claim 1, wherein
the respiratory gas introducing portion includes a
branch gas passage which is connectable to a pres-
sure sensor portion for measuring a pressure gen-
erated by the respiratory gas.

5. The airway adaptor according to claim 4, wherein
the respiratory gas introducing portion is a nasal can-
nula which is configured to guide the respiratory gas
expired from the nostrils of the subject, to the gas
passage.

6. The airway adaptor according to any one of claims
3 through 5, further comprising:

a carbon dioxide concentration measuring sen-
sor which is configured to detect a concentration
of carbon dioxide of the respiratory gas flowing
into the gas passage, and which is mountable

on the airway case.

7. The airway adaptor according to claim 6, wherein
the carbon dioxide concentration measuring sensor
includes a light measurement supporting portion
which is mounted on the airway case,
the light measurement supporting portion includes a
light-emitting element and a light-receiving element
which are mounted on the airway case so as to sand-
wich the gas passage, and which are opposed to
each other on an optical axis across the gas pas-
sage, and
the heat sensitive portion is disposed at a position
which is in the gas passage, and in which the optical
axis is not interrupted by the heat sensitive portion.

8. The airway adaptor according to claim 7, wherein
the temperature sensor includes a temperature
measurement supporting portion which is attachable
to and detachable from the light measurement sup-
porting portion of the carbon dioxide concentration
measuring sensor.

9. The airway adaptor according to claim 1, further
comprising:

a sample tube which is connected to the respi-
ratory gas introducing portion, which is config-
ured to suck part of the respiratory gas flowing
into the gas passage, and which is connectable
to a carbon dioxide concentration measuring
section that is configured to detect a concentra-
tion of carbon dioxide of the sucked respiratory
gas.

10. The airway adaptor according to claim 9, wherein
the respiratory gas introducing portion includes a
branch gas passage which is connectable to a pres-
sure sensor portion for measuring a pressure gen-
erated by the respiratory gas.

11. The airway adaptor according to claim 10, wherein
the respiratory gas introducing portion is a nasal can-
nula which is configured to guide the respiratory gas
expired from the nostrils of the subject, to the gas
passage.

12. The airway adaptor according to claim 1, wherein
the temperature sensor includes a heat sensitive
portion which is configured to sense a temperature,
and
the respiratory gas introducing portion includes a
hole in which the heat sensitive portion is enterable.

13. The airway adaptor according to claim 12, wherein
the respiratory gas introducing portion is a mouth
guide which is configured to guide the respiratory
gas expired from the mouth of the subject, to the gas
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passage.

14. A biological information acquiring system compris-
ing:

a gas passage into which a respiratory gas of a
subject is to flow;
a nasal cannula which is configured to guide the
respiratory gas expired from nostrils of the sub-
ject, to the gas passage;
a mouth guide which is configured to guide the
respiratory gas expired from a mouth of the sub-
ject, to the gas passage;
a temperature sensor which is configured to de-
tect a temperature change of the respiratory gas
of the subject;
an airway case on which the temperature sensor
is mountable; and
a controller which is configured to control an op-
eration process of the temperature sensor.

15. The biological information acquiring system accord-
ing to claim 14, further comprising:

a pressure sensor which includes: a branch gas
passage which is configured to guide a pressure
generated by the respiratory gas expired from
the nostrils; a pressure sensor portion; and a
respiratory pressure acquiring section, wherein
the branch gas passage is connected to the na-
sal cannula.

16. The biological information acquiring system accord-
ing to claim 14 or 15, further comprising:

a carbon dioxide concentration measuring sen-
sor which is configured to detect a concentration
of carbon dioxide of the respiratory gas of the
subject, and which is attachable to the airway
case, wherein
the controller controls an operation process of
the carbon dioxide concentration measuring
sensor.

17. The biological information acquiring system accord-
ing to claim 14 or 15, further comprising:

a sample tube which is connected to the nasal
cannula, which is configured to suck part of the
respiratory gas flowing into the gas passage,
and which is connectable to a carbon dioxide
concentration measuring section that is config-
ured to detect a concentration of carbon dioxide
of the sucked respiratory gas, wherein
the controller controls an operation process of
the carbon dioxide concentration measuring
section.

18. The biological information acquiring system accord-
ing to claim 14, wherein
the temperature sensor includes a heat sensitive
portion which is configured to sense a temperature,
and
the mouth guide includes a hole in which the heat
sensitive portion is enterable.

19. An oxygen mask comprising:

a gas passage into which a respiratory gas of a
subject is to flow;
a respiratory gas introducing portion which is
configured to guide the respiratory gas expired
from at least one of nostrils and a mouth of the
subject, to the gas passage;
an airway case on which a temperature sensor
that is configured to detect a temperature
change of the respiratory gas flowing into the
gas passage is mountable;
an oxygen supplying portion; and
a patient attachment portion which includes an
opening that communicates with external air,
and which is to be mounted on an outer circum-
ference of a nose or the nose and mouth of the
subject.

20. The oxygen mask according to claim 19, wherein
the temperature sensor includes a heat sensitive
portion which is configured to sense a temperature,
and
the heat sensitive portion is disposed in at least one
of the gas passage and the respiratory gas introduc-
ing portion.

21. The oxygen mask according to claim 19, further com-
prising:

a respiratory gas exhaust port through which the
respiratory gas of the subject is discharged,
wherein
the temperature sensor includes a heat sensi-
tive portion which is configured to sense a tem-
perature, and
the heat sensitive portion is disposed in the res-
piratory gas exhaust port.
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