
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
1 

87
2 

71
5

A
1

TEPZZ_87 7_5A_T
(11) EP 1 872 715 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication:
02.01.2008 Bulletin 2008/01

(21) Application number: 06116380.4

(22) Date of filing: 30.06.2006

(51) Int Cl.:
A61B 5/00 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR
HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC NL PL PT RO SE SI
SK TR
Designated Extension States:
AL BA HR MK YU

(71) Applicant: General Electric Company
Schenectady, NY 12345 (US)

(72) Inventor: Uutela, Kimmo
00100 Helsinki (FI)

(74) Representative: Valkeiskangas, Tapio Lassi
Paavali
Kolster Oy Ab
Iso Roobertinkatu 23,
P.O. Box 148
00121 Helsinki (FI)

(54) Method and system for multi-channel biosignal processing

(57) The invention relates to a method and system
for obtaining a refined biosignal, typically an electrocar-
diogram (ECG), of a living being located in a turbulent
electromagnetic environment. Reference data indicative
of statistical properties of biosignal artifacts generated
by the turbulent electromagnetic environment is collected
and multiple channels of the biosignal of the patient are
measured in the turbulent electromagnetic environment.
Artifacts in one or more of the multiple channels are de-
tected using the reference data and parameters are de-
rived for a linear combination of the multiple channels,
which is less prone to the artifacts than the measured
multiple channels of the biosignal. The refined biosignal
is obtained by applying a linear combination to desired
signal samples of the multiple channels, the linear com-
bination being defined by the parameters derived.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] This invention relates generally to methods for
reducing artifacts in an electric signal, and more partic-
ularly, to methods and systems for reducing artifacts in-
duced by a Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) system
into a biosignal, typically into an electrocardiogram
(ECG).
[0002] MRI is used to visualize the inside of living be-
ings as well as to detect the amount of bound water in
geological structures. It is primarily used for medical im-
aging. During an MRI scan, a living being is placed in a
turbulent electromagnetic environment created by an
MRI device. This turbulent electromagnetic environment
may be, for example, a rapidly changing magnetic field.
Hereinafter, the living being is referred to as a patient.
The cardiac condition of a patient placed in the rapidly
changing magnetic field needs to be monitored. An ECG
signal is a good indicator of the cardiac condition of the
patient. Generally, the term ’ECG signal’ may refer to a
conventional ECG signal or a multi-channel ECG signal.
In MRI environment, a single channel of ECG is conven-
tionally monitored. A multichannel ECG may also be used
to provide more accurate information of the cardiac con-
dition.
[0003] The ECG signal may be monitored for the pur-
pose of both cardiac monitoring and synchronization of
the imaging of the patient’s cardiac cycle. However, the
rapidly changing magnetic field generated by the MRI
device induces interference signals into the patient’s
ECG signal. These interference signals are hereinafter
referred to as artifacts. These artifacts may be defined
as any unwanted visible effect in the ECG signal created
by disturbances in signal processing. For example, dis-
turbances created by the flow of blood or cerebrospinal
fluid may be termed as flow artifacts. Further, disturbanc-
es created by the interference of the rapidly changing
magnetic field generated by the MRI device, with the
ECG signal, may be termed as gradient artifacts.
[0004] Various methods exist in the art for measuring
and extracting the blood flow in a single channel of ECG
signal. However, the artifacts induced due to the rapidly
changing magnetic field created by the MRI device, are
required to be removed from the multiple channels of the
ECG signal. The existing methods do not completely re-
move all the various artifacts. The present invention
seeks to alleviate or eliminate this drawback.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0005] The objective of the present invention is to bring
about a novel mechanism for removing artifacts from a
multiple channel biosignal measured from a subject be-
ing studied in an MRI device. The present invention fur-
ther seeks to improve the signal-to-noise ratio of biosig-
nal measurements made in MRI environment. The bi-

osignal is typically a multichannel ECG, although it may
also be a multichannel electroencephalogram (EEG), for
example.
[0006] This objective is achieved with the solution de-
fined in the independent patent claims.
[0007] In the method of the invention, reference data
indicative of statistical properties of biosignal artifacts is
initially collected. Further, multiple channels of a biosig-
nal of a patient, typically an ECG, are measured in a
turbulent electromagnetic environment. Several artifacts
may be induced into the multiple channels of the biosignal
by the turbulent electromagnetic environment. These ar-
tifacts are detected using the reference data. Thereafter,
parameters for a linear combination of the multiple chan-
nels, which is less sensitive to the artifacts than the un-
processed biosignal, are derived and the biosignal is re-
fined using the linear combination defined by the param-
eters derived. Ideally, the flow and gradient artifacts are
removed from the refined biosignal thus obtained.
[0008] The system of the invention collects reference
data indicative of statistical properties of biosignal arti-
facts, typically ECG artifacts. The system also measures
the multiple channels of the biosignal of a patient in the
turbulent electromagnetic environment. Further, the sys-
tem derives parameters for a linear combination of the
multiple channels, which is less prone to the artifacts than
the multiple channels, and refines the biosignal by ap-
plying the linear combination defined by the parameters
to desired signal samples of the multiple channels. As
discussed below, the desired signal samples may be sub-
sequent signal samples measured in real time or signal
samples measured earlier from the patient. The latter
samples may include the samples used to derive the pa-
rameters or other samples measured earlier from the pa-
tient, i.e. the mechanism of the invention may also be
applied off-line.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] FIG. 1 is an exemplary environment where the
invention may be practised, in accordance with various
embodiment of the invention.
[0010] FIG. 2 is a flowchart depicting a method for ob-
taining a refined ECG signal of a patient located in a
turbulent electromagnetic environment, in accordance
with various embodiments of the invention.
[0011] FIG. 3 is a flowchart depicting a method for ob-
taining a refined ECG of a patient located in a turbulent
electromagnetic environment, in accordance with an em-
bodiment of the invention.
[0012] FIG. 4 is an exemplary schematic representa-
tion of ECG measurement of a patient in an MRI envi-
ronment, in accordance with an embodiment of the in-
vention.
[0013] FIG. 5 is a flowchart depicting a method for ob-
taining a refined ECG of a patient located in a turbulent
electromagnetic environment, in accordance with an al-
ternative embodiment of the invention.
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[0014] FIG. 6 is a flowchart depicting a method for ob-
taining a refined ECG of a patient located in a turbulent
electromagnetic environment, in accordance with an al-
ternative embodiment of the invention.
[0015] FIG. 7a illustrates two ECG signals of a patient,
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention.
[0016] FIG. 7b illustrates two refined ECG signals of
a patient, in accordance with an embodiment of the in-
vention.
[0017] FIG. 8 illustrates a system for obtaining a re-
fined ECG of a patient located in a turbulent electromag-
netic environment, in accordance with an embodiment
of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0018] Various embodiments of the invention provide
a method and a system for reducing artifacts in an electric
signal. Specifically, various embodiments of the inven-
tion provide methods and systems for reducing artifacts
induced by a Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) sys-
tem into a biosignal, which is typically an electrocardio-
gram (ECG). In various embodiments of the invention,
the artifacts may be MRI gradient artifacts and/or flow
artifacts, the flow artifacts being the disturbances created
by the flow of the blood or cerebrospinal fluid of a patient
being exposed to the magnetic field of the MRI system.
Below, the invention is discussed assuming that the bi-
osignal measured from a patient being studied in an MRI
device is a multichannel ECG.
[0019] FIG. 1 is an exemplary environment 100, in
which various embodiments of the invention may be im-
plemented. Environment 100 includes an MRI device 102
and an ECG-measuring device 104. A patient 106 is
placed in a rapidly changing magnetic field produced by
MRI device 102.
[0020] MRI device 102 includes a main magnet and a
plurality of gradient magnets. These are low-strength
gradient magnets, as compared to the main magnet. In
an embodiment of the invention, the strength of the main
magnet is typically between 0.5 tesla and 3 tesla, and
the strength of the gradient magnets may be between 18
millitesla and 270 millitesla. In an alternative embodiment
of the invention, magnets of different field strengths may
be used. The main magnet immerses patient 106 in a
stable and intense magnetic field, and the gradient mag-
nets create a turbulent magnetic field.
[0021] An ECG signal 108 is measured by ECG-meas-
uring device 104. ECG signal 108 is an indicator of the
cardiac condition of patient 106. In an embodiment of the
invention, ECG signal 108 is a multi-channel ECG signal.
[0022] FIG. 2 is a flowchart depicting a method for ob-
taining a refined ECG of patient 106 located in a turbulent
electromagnetic environment, in accordance with vari-
ous embodiments of the invention. In various embodi-
ments of the invention, the turbulent electromagnetic en-
vironment may be a rapidly changing magnetic field. This
rapidly changing magnetic field may be created by an

MRI device.
[0023] At 202, reference data indicative of statistical
properties of ECG artifacts is collected. This reference
data may be obtained from the ECG signal of patient 106,
which is measured in the turbulent electromagnetic en-
vironment. The ECG signal of the patient is a multi-chan-
nel ECG signal. In an embodiment of the invention, the
reference data is collected for each channel of the multi-
channel ECG signal over a period of time. The period of
time may vary, for example, from a minute to an hour.
[0024] At 204, an ECG signal of patient 106 in the tur-
bulent magnetic field is measured in real time. The ECG
signal of patient 106 may include several artifacts, in-
cluding the artifacts induced by the turbulent electromag-
netic environment. At 206, the artifacts are detected in
each of the multiple channels of the ECG signal meas-
ured at 204. In an embodiment of the invention, it is de-
tected that the measured ECG signal contains artifacts.
This detection may be performed based on the reference
data collected at step 202.
[0025] At 208, parameters are derived for a desired
linear combination of the multiple channels of the ECG
signal, the linear combination having the desired char-
acteristic of being less prone to artifacts than the original
ECG. In an embodiment of the invention, the combination
may be a linear combination of the multiple channels of
the ECG signal that are measured at 204. In another
embodiment of the invention, this linear combination may
be a weighted linear combination. In an embodiment of
the invention, the weight of each channel may depend
on several factors, such as the orientation of the elec-
trode configuration with respect to the direction of the
flow of blood.
[0026] At 210, a refined ECG signal is obtained by ap-
plying the linear combination defined by the derived pa-
rameters to desired signal values of the channels. Here,
the linear combination defined by the parameters may
be applied to new and/or old signal samples. When the
said linear combination is applied to new signal samples,
the said signal samples may be processed similarly as
the signal samples based on which the parameters were
obtained. The method of obtaining the combination of
the multiple channels and the refined ECG signal is ex-
plained in conjunction with FIG.3, FIG. 4, FIG.5 and FIG.
6. In various embodiments of the invention, the artifacts
induced by the turbulent magnetic field are minimized in
the refined ECG signal. The output of step 210 may thus
be termed artifact-free ECG.
[0027] FIG. 3 is a flowchart depicting a method for ob-
taining a refined ECG of patient 106 located in a turbulent
electromagnetic environment, in accordance with an em-
bodiment of the invention. The refined ECG may be free
from MRI gradient artifacts, which may be defined as the
interference of the rapidly changing magnetic field pro-
duced by the MRI device with the ECG signal of patient
106.
[0028] At 302, a reference signal is determined. This
is a multi-channel reference signal, where each channel
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of the reference signal corresponds to one channel of
the ECG signal. The reference signal may be determined
by using any of the methods already known in the art.
For example, in US2004/0135571, the reference signal
is generated by limiting the slew rate of the original signal.
The reference signal serves as a reference for identifying
the artifacts in the ECG signal of patient 106. In an em-
bodiment of the invention, the measured ECG signal may
serve as the reference signal. In another embodiment of
the invention, the reference signal is generated at the
same time when the ECG signal is measured.
[0029] At 304, the multiple channels of the ECG signal
of patient 106 are measured in real time at a high sam-
pling rate. The measured ECG signal may include sev-
eral artifacts, including the artifacts induced by the tur-
bulent electromagnetic environment. At 306, the ECG
signal is compared with the reference signal, to identify
the artifacts induced by the turbulent electromagnetic en-
vironment. In an embodiment of the invention, a compar-
ison is performed by comparing each channel of the ECG
signal with the corresponding channel of the reference
signal.
[0030] At 308, various clean samples of the ECG signal
are separated from the samples of the ECG signal with
artifacts, based on the comparison performed at 306. In
various embodiments of the invention, clean samples are
identified based on the reference signal. Clean samples
are samples of the ECG signal that are regarded as being
substantially free from artifacts. The process of separat-
ing the clean samples from the samples with artifacts is
already known in the art. For example, if the difference
between the samples and the reference signal is below
a predefined limit, then such samples may be marked as
clean samples. At 310, the clean samples are downsam-
pled. The process of downsampling may be performed
in many ways, which are already known in the art. For
example, the downsampling may be carried out by cal-
culating a single average sample from the clean samples.
In various embodiments of the invention, the downsam-
pling is performed for most of the channels of the ECG
signal.
[0031] At 312, weighting parameters for the linear
combination are calculated by using the samples of the
ECG signal with artifacts. In an embodiment of the in-
vention, a multichannel correlation matrix A of ECG sam-
ples with artifacts is calculated to collect statistical infor-
mation about the artifacts. The multichannel correlation
matrix A is calculated as

where n is the total number of samples, and xi is a column
vector with the down-sampled multichannel data of a

sample i, and x– is the average of all samples, and ()t is
the transpose.
[0032] The parameters for the linear combination are
calculated by taking the biggest eigenvector of matrix A.
The eigenvector is then normalized, so that its norm is
1. This normalized eigenvector is represented as ’e’. The
parameters for the linear combination removing the
strongest artifact component are then the projection ma-
trix P that can be calculated as

where I is the identity matrix. Several orthogonal or or-
thogonalized artifact components can be removed by cal-
culating the projection matrix P as

where e1 ... em are the artifact components. The projec-
tion matrix thus forms the parameters of the linear com-
bination.
[0033] In an alternative embodiment of the invention,
the statistical information is calculated separately for both
samples with artifacts (correlation matrix A) and for clean
samples (correlation matrix B). Then, at step 312, the
parameters for the linear combination w may be selected
so that it minimizes the ratio of the artifact power and
clean signal power:

[0034] At step 314, a refined ECG signal is obtained
by applying the linear combination defined by the param-
eters, either P or w, to desired signal samples, which
may be old or new signal samples. If the said linear com-
bination is applied to new signal samples, steps 302-310
are preferably repeated for the said samples prior to the
application of the linear combination, i.e. the new signal
samples are preferably processed, prior to the applica-
tion of the linear combination, similarly as the signal sam-
ples based on which the parameters were determined.
As also discussed above, the new signal samples are
not necessary subsequent signal samples, but the meth-
od of the invention may also be applied in off-line state.
In an embodiment of the invention, a linear combination
that removes the artifact from the ECG signal x is calcu-
lated as P x, or equivalently as x-e et x. In another em-
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bodiment of the invention, one-dimensional linear com-
bination is calculated from the column vector x as wt x.
[0035] In an alternate embodiment of the invention, the
refined ECG is obtained regardless of the exact method
of using the reference data.
[0036] FIG. 4 is an exemplary schematic representa-
tion of the ECG measurement of a patient 402 in an MRI
environment, in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention. The ECG signals are measured across four
electrodes, E1, E2, E3 and E4, for patient 402. The four
electrodes E1, E2, E3 and E4 are arranged in a rectan-
gular grid pattern at different positions in the body of pa-
tient 402. The potential at these locations is measured
with reference to one of the electrodes E1, E2, E3 and
E4. In an embodiment of the invention, the potential of
these locations may be measured against electrode E1.
Therefore, the three voltage measurements may be tak-
en as E2 vs E1, E3 vs E1, and E4 vs E1.
[0037] In various embodiments of the invention, the
voltage measurements for patient 402 are taken in a gra-
dient magnetic field. When the gradient magnetic field
produces a potential that increases along the X coordi-
nates, electrodes E2 and E4 are at a higher potential
than electrodes E1 and E3. Therefore, the potential pat-
tern in the four electrodes is (0 1 0 1), where 1 represents
the similarly changed potential in electrodes E2 and E4.
Similarly, when the potential increases along the Y co-
ordinates, electrodes E1 and E2 are at a higher potential
than electrodes E3 and E4, and the corresponding po-
tential pattern is (1100).
[0038] When the gradient magnetic fields are applied
independently along the X and Y coordinates, the strong-
est subspaces of an artifact correlation matrix A are the
voltage patterns measured from the two potential pat-
terns, i.e., (101) for X-oriented artifacts and (0 1 1) for Y-
oriented artifacts. When these two subspaces are pro-
jected away from the correlation matrix A, the remaining
linear combination used to generate the artifact-free sub-
space is (1/3 1/3 -1/3). This corresponds to a potential
pattern (1 -1 -1 1). This implies that, in this case, a com-
bination of the four potentials of the rectangular electrode
setup, with weights (1 -1 -1 1), would produce an artifact-
free ECG signal.
[0039] FIG. 5 is a flowchart depicting a method for ob-
taining a refined ECG of patient 106 located in a turbulent
electromagnetic environment, in accordance with an al-
ternative embodiment of the invention. The refined ECG
may be free from MRI gradient artifacts.
[0040] At 502, a reference signal is determined as ex-
plained with reference to FIG. 3. This is a multi-channel
reference signal, where each channel of the reference
signal corresponds to one channel of the ECG signal.
The reference signal serves as a reference for identifying
the artifacts in the ECG signal of patient 106.
[0041] At 504, the multiple channels of the ECG signal
of patient 106 are measured in real time at a high sam-
pling rate. The multiple channels of the ECG signal are
measured as explained in conjunction with FIG. 3. At

506, the ECG signal is compared with the reference sig-
nal, to identify the artifacts induced by the turbulent elec-
tromagnetic environment. In an embodiment of the in-
vention, each channel of the ECG signal is compared
with the corresponding channel of the reference signal.
[0042] At 508, various clean samples of the ECG signal
are separated from the samples of the ECG signal with
artifacts, based on the comparison performed at 506.
The process of separating the clean samples from those
with artifacts is as explained with reference to FIG. 3.
[0043] At 510, parameters of the linear combination
are calculated by using the clean samples of the ECG
signal without downsampling them. The projection vec-
tors are calculated as explained with reference to FIG.
3. Based on the parameters, a linear combination of the
ECG channels is obtained such that the linear combina-
tion has minimum gradient artifacts. The linear combina-
tion of the ECG channels is obtained as explained with
reference to FIG. 3.
[0044] Further, at 512, a refined ECG is obtained by
applying the obtained linear combination of the ECG
channels. As discussed above, the linear combination
may be applied to old and/or new signal samples.
[0045] Finally, the linear combination, in which the sig-
nals still have the high sampling rate, is downsampled at
514.
[0046] FIG. 6 is a flowchart depicting a method for ob-
taining a refined ECG of patient 106 located in a turbulent
electromagnetic environment, in accordance with an al-
ternative embodiment of the invention. The refined ECG
may be free from flow artifacts. Flow artifacts are defined
as artifacts induced by the flow of blood or cerebrospinal
fluid.
[0047] At 604, an average ECG signal outside the tur-
bulent magnetic field is calculated. The average ECG
signal is separately calculated for each channel of the
multi-channel ECG signal. A plurality of heartbeats are
initially detected by using one or more of the multiple
channels of the ECG signal. Further, in each of the mul-
tiple channels, data portions are selected around each
detected heartbeat. An average of the selected data por-
tions of each channel is calculated, to produce the aver-
age ECG signal of the specific channel. Alternatively, the
average can be calculated in real time by having accu-
mulation buffers. Whenever a heartbeat is detected, se-
lected data from each channel is added to the accumu-
lation buffer of the corresponding channel. The accumu-
lation buffers are then divided by the number of heart-
beats to produce the average ECG signal. However, the
actual method of calculating the average ECG signal out-
side the turbulent electromagnetic field is not essential.
[0048] At 606, multiple channels of the ECG signal of
patient 106 are measured in real time. The multiple chan-
nels of the measured ECG signal of patient 106 may
include several artifacts, including the artifacts induced
by the flow of blood or cerebrospinal fluid. At 607, the
average ECG signal inside the turbulent magnetic field
is calculated. This process of calculating the average is
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similar to as explained at 604.
[0049] At 608, the gradient artifacts in the multiple
channels of the ECG signal are detected and removed.
The actual method of detecting the artifacts does not form
the core of the invention, and may be performed by any
method already known in the art. In an embodiment of
the invention, if the gradient artifacts do not pose serious
problems for the particular measurement, the ECG signal
may be passed unmodified. In an embodiment of the in-
vention, the gradient artifacts may be detected and re-
moved as explained in conjunction with FIG. 3 and FIG. 5.
[0050] At 610, parameters for the linear combination
are calculated. In an embodiment of the invention, pa-
rameters for the linear combination may be spatial pro-
jections that reduce the effect of the artifact induced in
the ECG signal.
[0051] In accordance with various embodiments of the
invention, the parameters for the linear combination are
obtained by using a matrix formulation. The average ECG
signal outside the turbulent magnetic field of one channel
(nt time points) is represented as a row vector, and the
averages of the different nc channels are stacked to a
matrix ’Ao’ with nc rows and nt columns. Similarly, a
matrix ’Ai’ is formed by using the average ECG signal
inside the turbulent magnetic field. An artifact vector is
then calculated by taking the biggest eigenvector of the
nc times nc matrix (Ai-Ao)*(Ai-Ao)’. The biggest eigen-
vector can be an nc-element eigenvector, which is then
normalized, so that its norm is 1. This normalized eigen-
vector is represented as ’e’ . The parameters for the lin-
ear combination that reduces the artifact can be repre-
sented as a projection matrix P = I - e et. Various other
methods known in the art may also be used to select the
eigenvector e.
[0052] In another embodiment of the invention, a mul-
tichannel correlation matrix A of the artifact may be cal-
culated as

Where n is the total number of samples of multichannel
ECG signal, xi are the column vectors containing the dif-
ferences of the average ECG signals and x– is the average
of all differences. The maximal eigenvector e is selected
from the correlation matrix A. Again, the parameters of
the linear combination that reduces the artifact can be
represented as a projection matrix P = I - e et.
[0053] In an alternative embodiment, statistical infor-
mation is calculated separately for both the difference of
the average ECG (correlation matrix A) and for ECG
measured outside the turbulent magnetic environment
(correlation B). Then, the parameters of the linear com-
bination, vector ’w’, can be selected so that it minimizes
the ratio of the artifact power to clean signal power:

[0054] At step 618, a refined ECG signal is obtained
as a linear combination. As in the above embodiments,
the linear combination defined by the parameters ob-
tained may be applied to old and/or new signal values
and, prior to the application of the said linear combination,
the new signal samples may be processed similarly as
the signal samples based on which the parameters were
obtained. In an embodiment of the invention, the linear
combination of data vector x reducing the artifacts can
be calculated as P x, or equivalently as x - e et x. In
another embodiment of the invention, one-dimensional
linear combination is calculated as wt x.
[0055] In one embodiment of the invention, the effect
of the artifact, such as the blood flow, in the ECG signal
is evaluated. If e is the eigenvector representing the larg-
est eigenvalue of the autocorrelation matrix of the flow
artifact, the linear combination representing the strength
of the blood flow artifact can be calculated as et x. In
another embodiment, vector ’w’ can be selected so that
it maximizes the ratio of the artifact power and clean sig-
nal power, the linear combination representing the
strength of the blood flow artifact can be calculated as
wt x.
[0056] FIG. 7a illustrates two ECG signals of patient
106, in accordance with an embodiment of the invention.
A first ECG signal 702 represents a single channel of the
multi-channel ECG signal of patient 106 outside the tur-
bulent magnetic field. A second ECG signal 704 repre-
sents the channel of the multi-channel ECG signal of pa-
tient 106 inside the turbulent magnetic field. The strength
of the turbulent magnetic field may vary, for example,
from 0T to 5T.
[0057] FIG. 7b illustrates two refined ECG signals of
patient 106, in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention. A first refined ECG signal 706 represents the
channel of the multi-channel ECG signal of patient 106
outside the turbulent magnetic field. A second refined
ECG signal 708 represents the channel of the multi-chan-
nel ECG signal of patient 106 inside the turbulent mag-
netic field.
[0058] The above description assumes that the mul-
tichannel biosignal measured from the patient is an ECG.
However, the biosignal measured from the patient may
also be a multichannel electroencephalogram (EEG).
The embodiments of FIGs. 3 and 5 are suitable for var-
ious multichannel biosignals, whereas the embodiment
of FIG. 6 is primarily for a multi-channel ECG.
[0059] FIG. 8 illustrates a system 800 for obtaining a
refined biosignal of patient 106 located in a turbulent elec-
tromagnetic environment, in accordance with an embod-
iment of the invention. System 800 includes a data col-
lection module 802, a measuring module 804, an artifact-
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detection module 806, a calculation module 808, and a
refining module 810.
[0060] The data collection module 802 collects refer-
ence data indicative of statistical properties of biosignal
artifacts, such as ECG artifacts. In various embodiments
of the invention, this reference data may include infor-
mation about the ECG or EEG signal of patient 106 in
the turbulent electromagnetic environment. The data col-
lection module 802 includes a reference signal module
812, which determines a reference signal, as explained
with reference to FIG. 3. In another embodiment of the
invention, the reference data may include the average
ECG signal inside the turbulent electromagnetic environ-
ment and the average ECG signal outside the turbulent
electromagnetic environment.
[0061] The measuring module 804 measures the bi-
osignal of patient 106 in real time. The biosignal of patient
106 may include several artifacts, including the artifacts
induced by the turbulent electromagnetic environment
and the artifacts induced by the flow of blood or cerebro-
spinal fluid.
[0062] The artifact-detection module 806 detects the
artifacts induced by the turbulent electromagnetic envi-
ronment. Calculation module 808 calculates the param-
eters for the linear combination having the desired char-
acteristics. The calculation module includes a separation
module 814 and a downsampling module 816. The sep-
aration module 814 separates clean samples from sam-
ples with artifacts, based on the comparison performed
by the artifact-detection module 806. Clean samples are
the samples that are substantially free from artifacts.
These clean samples are then forwarded to downsam-
pling module 816, which downsamples the clean sam-
ples. The parameters for the linear combination are then
calculated as discussed above in connection with FIG. 3.
[0063] In another embodiment of the invention, calcu-
lation module 808 may calculate the parameters for the
linear combination according to one of the embodiments
described with reference to FIG. 5 and FIG. 6.
[0064] The refining module 810 obtains the refined bi-
osignal by employing the linear combination defined by
the parameters obtained from calculation module 808.
The refining module 810 may calculate, for example, the
linear combination of the ECG signal, which is maximally
sensitive to the flow artifact of the ECG signal, and refine
the ECG signal using the said linear combination.
[0065] Various embodiments of the invention provide
a method and a system that reduces artifacts induced by
a turbulent electromagnetic environment into an ECG
signal. The artifacts induced by the turbulent electromag-
netic environment are detected and projected away, to
obtain a refined ECG.
[0066] A technical effect of the various embodiments
of the invention is to reduce the amount of artifacts in-
duced by an MRI system into a biosignal of a patient.
[0067] The various embodiments, or the components
thereof, may be implemented as a part of a computer
system. The computer system may include a computer,

an input device, a display unit, and an interface, for ex-
ample, to access the Internet. It may also include a mi-
croprocessor, which may be connected to a communi-
cation bus. The computer may include a memory, which
may include a Random Access Memory (RAM) and a
Read Only Memory (ROM), as well as a storage device,
which may be a hard disk drive or a removable storage
drive such as a floppy disk drive, an optical disk drive,
and so forth. The storage device can also be other similar
means of loading computer programs or other instruc-
tions into the computer system.
[0068] As used herein, the term ’computer’ may in-
clude any processor-based or microprocessor-based
system that includes systems using microcontrollers, re-
duced instruction set circuits (RISC), application-specific
integrated circuits (ASICs), logic circuits, and any other
circuit or processor that is capable of executing the func-
tions described herein. The examples given above are
exemplary only, and are not intended to limit in any way
the definition and/or meaning of the term ’computer’.
[0069] The computer system executes a set of instruc-
tions that are stored in one or more storage elements, in
order to process input data. The storage elements may
also hold data or other information, as desired or re-
quired, and may be in the form of an information source
or a physical memory element in the processing machine.
[0070] The set of instructions may include various
commands that instruct the processing machine to per-
form specific operations, such as the processes of the
various embodiments of the invention. The set of instruc-
tions may be in the form of a software program. The soft-
ware may be in various forms, such as system software
or application software. Further, the software may be in
the form of a collection of separate programs, a program
module within a larger program, or a portion of a program
module. The software may also include modular pro-
gramming in the form of object-oriented programming.
The processing of input data by the processing machine
may be in response to user commands, to results of pre-
vious processing, or to a request made by another
processing machine.
[0071] As used herein, the terms ’software’ and
’firmware’ are interchangeable and include any computer
program that is stored in the memory, to be executed by
a computer, which includes RAM memory, ROM mem-
ory, EPROM memory, EEPROM memory, and non-vol-
atile RAM (NVRAM) memory. The memory types men-
tioned above are only exemplary and do not limit the
types of memory used to store computer programs.
[0072] While the invention has been described in terms
of various specific embodiments, those skilled in the art
will recognize that it can be practised with modification
within the spirit and scope of the claims.

Claims

1. A method for obtaining a refined biosignal of a living
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being located in a turbulent electromagnetic environ-
ment, the method comprising:

- collecting reference data indicative of statistical
properties of artifacts induced by the turbulent
electromagnetic environment into a biosignal of
a certain type;
- measuring multiple channels of a biosignal of
the living being in the turbulent electromagnetic
environment, wherein the biosignal is of said
certain type;
- detecting artifacts in one or more of the multiple
channels using the reference data,

characterized by

- deriving parameters for a desired linear com-
bination of the multiple channels, wherein the
desired linear combination is less prone to the
artifacts than the measured multiple channels
of the biosignal; and
- applying a linear combination to desired signal
samples of the multiple channels, thereby to ob-
tain the refined biosignal, wherein the linear
combination is defined by the parameters de-
rived.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the refined
biosignal is an electrocardiogram (ECG).

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the tur-
bulent electromagnetic environment is produced by
a Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) device.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the arti-
facts are electromagnetic gradient artifacts.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the col-
lecting the reference data comprises determining a
multi-channel reference signal.

6. The method according to claim 5, wherein the de-
tecting the artifacts comprises comparing the biosig-
nal with the reference signal.

7. The method according to claim 5, wherein the deriv-
ing the parameters for the desired linear combination
comprises separating clean samples and samples
with artifacts from the multiple channels of the bi-
osignal using the reference signal.

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein the meas-
uring comprises sampling the multiple channels at
a high sampling rate and the deriving the parameters
for the desired linear combination comprises down-
sampling the clean samples.

9. The method according to claim 7, wherein the deriv-

ing the parameters for the desired linear combination
comprises using the samples with artifacts to deter-
mine the parameters.

10. The method according to claim 1, wherein the arti-
facts are flow artifacts.

11. The method according to claim 1, wherein the refer-
ence data comprises one or more averaged chan-
nels of the biosignal measured in the turbulent elec-
tromagnetic environment, and wherein the biosignal
is an ECG.

12. The method according to claim 1, wherein the refer-
ence data comprises one or more averaged chan-
nels of the biosignal measured outside the turbulent
electromagnetic environment, and wherein the bi-
osignal is an ECG.

13. The method according to claim 1, wherein the deriv-
ing the parameters for the desired linear combination
comprises calculating weights of the multiple chan-
nels depending on the artifacts.

14. The method according to claim 1, wherein deriving
the parameters for the desired linear combination
comprises identifying linear projections for differen-
tiating the artifacts.

15. The method according to claim 1, wherein the deriv-
ing the parameters comprises identifying a compo-
nent of the biosignal, the component being maximal-
ly sensitive to flow artifact of the biosignal, and
wherein the biosignal is an ECG.

16. A system for obtaining a refined biosignal of a living
being located in a turbulent electromagnetic environ-
ment, the system comprising:

- a data collection module for collecting refer-
ence data indicative of statistical properties of
artifacts induced by the turbulent electromag-
netic environment into a biosignal of a certain
type;
- a measuring module for measuring multiple
channels of a biosignal of the living being in the
turbulent electromagnetic environment, where-
in the biosignal is of said certain type;
- an artifact detection module for detecting arti-
facts in one or more of the multiple channels
using the reference data,

characterised in that the system further comprises:

- a calculation module for deriving parameters
for a desired linear combination of the multiple
channels, the linear combination being less
prone to artifacts than the measured multiple
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channels of the biosignal; and
- a refining module for applying a linear combi-
nation to desired signal samples of the multiple
channels, thereby to obtain the refined biosig-
nal, wherein the linear combination is defined
by the parameters derived by the calculation
module.

17. The system according to claim 16, wherein the re-
fined biosignal is an electrocardiogram (ECG).

18. The system according to claim 16, wherein the tur-
bulent electromagnetic environment is produced by
a Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) device.

19. The system according to claim 16, wherein the arti-
facts are electromagnetic gradient artifacts.

20. The system according to claim 16, wherein the data
collection module comprises a reference signal mod-
ule for determining a multi-channel reference signal.

21. The system according to claim 20, wherein the cal-
culation module comprises a separation module for
separating clean samples and samples with artifacts
from the multiple channels of the biosignal using the
reference signal.

22. The system according to claim 21, wherein the cal-
culation module comprises a downsampling module
for downsampling the clean samples.

23. The system according to claim 16, wherein the arti-
facts are flow artifacts.

24. The system according to claim 16, wherein the ref-
erence data comprises one or more averaged chan-
nels of the biosignal measured in the turbulent elec-
tromagnetic environment, and wherein the biosignal
is an ECG.

25. The system according to claim 16, wherein the ref-
erence data comprises one or more averaged chan-
nels of the biosignal measured outside the turbulent
electromagnetic environment, and wherein the bi-
osignal is an ECG.
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