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(54) Method and system having simplified neuromuscular transmission scoring

(57) A method and apparatus are each disclosed
that are capable of providing a simplified neuromuscular
transmission score utilizing multiple conventional stim-
ulus modes. After applying a neuromuscular stimulus
(28) to a patient and measuring a neuromuscular re-
sponse (34) from the patient, a universal value is as-
signed (106) to the neuromuscular response signal (36).
The universal value is applicable to a single progressive
scale that encompasses the multiple conventional stim-
ulus mode scales. A neuromuscular transmission mon-

itor (10) is disclosed having at least one electrode (30),
atransducer (34), and a processing unit (18, 42) to proc-
ess the data and determine a correct stimulus mode for
the neuromuscular response signal (36) and produce a
non-mode specific value applicable to the single univer-
sal scale. The technique is implemented in a computer
program which may reside in the memory (20, 44) of
either the neuromuscular transmission monitor (10), or
a host patient monitor (12). In the former, the neuromus-
cular transmission monitor (10) is more autonomous,
and in the latter, acts more as a slave unit.
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Reason:

Claims 1-4 and 6 are directed to a method
for treatment of the human or animal body
by therapy (Article 52 (4) EPC), because
they comprise the step of "applying a
neuromuscular stimulus to a patient" which
is part of the therapy (neuromuscular
blocking).

Claim 5 is directed to a computer priogram
which defines method steps which are so
broad in their scope that they are
rendered unclear and not supported by the
description (Article 84 EPC): a
"neuromuscular response value" could be
any number which is read from any input
device. The "two different formats" could
be "floating point" and "integer", two
well known formats in programming. The
"universal value" could be a floating
point number, the "single scale" being the
scale of real numbers, which encompasses
both integers and floating point numbers.

Thus, a meaningful search cannot be
carried out for claim 5 (Rule 45 EPC).

Claim 8 attempts to define technical
apparatus features (lines 9-11) in terms
which are so unclear in themselves
("non-mode specific value") and which are
grammatically so incorrect that the
meaning of the feature cannot be
understood ("a single scale that
encompass") and which uses an unclear
reference to a previous feature which is
not clearly identifiable ("based on the

. mode" - what is based on the mode? the
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