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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates to a cardiac muscle exci-
tation waveform detector for detecting excitation in car-
diac muscle (hereinafter simply referred to as a "cardiac
muscle excitation") caused by atrial fibrillation and to a
detection program.
[0002] The atrial fibrillation is high frequency tachyar-
rhythmia, and a mechanism of how the atrial fibrillation
is maintained and medical treatment for the atrial fibril-
lation are under study. Medical treatment includes phar-
macotherapeutics (palliative treatment), catheter abla-
tion (curative treatment), and the like. Of these treat-
ments, catheter ablation is for analyzing, on the basis of
an intracardiac electrocardiogram, behavior of the heart
experiencing atrial fibrillation; locating a region where an
electric signal (an excitation waveform) called re-entry,
develops, and removing the region, to thus inhibit occur-
rence of the re-entry.
[0003] For instance, CFE-mean (Complex Fractionat-
ed Electrogram Mean which is hereunder also called a
"mean conduction time") calculation algorithm has also
been proposed as a technique for analyzing an intracar-
diac electrocardiogram of the heart experiencing atrial
fibrillation (see Non-Patent Literature 1).
[0004] [Non-Patent Literature 1] Martin K. Stiles et al.,
"The Effect of Electrogram Duration on Quantification of
Complex Fractionated Atrial Electrograms and Dominant
Frequency", Journal of Cardiovascular Electrophysiolo-
gy Vol. 19, No. 3, March 2008
[0005] US 2007/0208260 A1 relates to a system and
a method for mapping complex fractionated electrogram
information. US 7 437 190 B1 relates to a cardiac stim-
ulation device with adjustable blanking intervals. Other
relevant prior art is described in WO 2010/054409 A1
and US 2008/0188765 A1.

SUMMARY

[0006] The CFE-mean calculation algorithm is for de-
tecting cardiac muscle excitation from an intracardiac
electrocardiogram of an atrium of the heart experiencing
atrial fibrillation and calculating a mean conduction time
from a plurality of thus-detected patterns pertinent to the
cardiac muscle excitation. First, waveform data are ac-
quired for a predetermined period from the intracardiac
electrocardiogram, and waveform contour conditions are
applied to the thus-acquired waveform, thereby detecting
a waveform meeting the conditions as a waveform of the
cardiac muscle excitation. Next, a predetermined period
subsequent to detection of the waveform of the cardiac
muscle excitation is set as a detection-of-excitation-in-
cardiac-muscle exclusion period. Waveforms of cardiac
muscle excitation developed in the exclusion period (re-
ferred to as "Refractory" in Non-Patent Literature 1) are
excluded without detection. A waveform again meeting

the contour conditions after elapse of the exclusion pe-
riod is detected as a waveform of cardiac muscle excita-
tion. A mean conduction time is calculated from the thus-
detected waveform of the cardiac muscle excitation.
[0007] However, under the method for calculating the
mean conduction time of cardiac muscle excitation dis-
closed in Non-Patent Literature 1, the waveform contour
is employed as conditions to be met. Therefore, for in-
stance, when noise occurs and when a waveform of the
noise meets the contour conditions, there arises a prob-
lem of the noise waveform being detected as a waveform
of cardiac muscle excitation. For this reason, the follow-
ing has sometimes occurred. Namely, when the noise
waveform is detected as a waveform of cardiac muscle
excitation, true cardiac muscle excitation that has devel-
oped in the exclusion period subsequent to detection of
the noise waveform cannot be detected. Or the noise
waveform is detected as a waveform of cardiac muscle
excitation, and a waveform of cardiac muscle excitation
is also detected. As a consequence, the noise and the
cardiac muscle excitation are doubly counted. In these
cases, therefore, the mean conduction time cannot be
calculated correctly. This might make it impossible to pre-
cisely locate a region in the heart where re-entry occurs.
[0008] Accordingly, the invention has been conceived
in light of the problems and aims at providing a cardiac
muscle excitation waveform detector that is enhanced in
accuracy of detection of a waveform of cardiac muscle
excitation and that calculates a mean conduction time of
cardiac muscle excitation more accurately, and a detec-
tion program. The invention is defined in the independent
claims.
[0009] It is therefore an aspect of the invention to pro-
vide a cardiac muscle excitation waveform detector com-
prising:

a waveform acquisition section that acquires, in a
preset waveform analysis period, a waveform from
an intracardiac electrocardiogram measured in mid-
dle of occurrence of atrial fibrillation;
a waveform detection condition setting section that
sets conditions for detecting a waveform of cardiac
muscle excitation, which shows occurrence of exci-
tation in cardiac muscle, from among waveforms that
are acquired by the waveform acquisition section in
the waveform analysis period; and
an excitation waveform detection section that de-
tects a waveform of cardiac muscle excitation from
the waveforms belonging to the waveform analysis
period on the basis of the conditions set by the wave-
form detection condition setting section, wherein
the waveform detection condition setting section in-
cludes

a candidate waveform detection condition set-
ting section that sets conditions based on a con-
tour of a waveform in order to detect candidates
for the waveform of cardiac muscle excitation,
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a search period setting section that sets a search
period for searching for a waveform of cardiac
muscle excitation from among the candidate
waveforms detected according to the conditions
based on the contour of the waveform; and
a detection exclusion period setting section that
sets a preset period subsequent to detection as
a detection exclusion period during which the
candidate waveforms are not detected as a
waveform of cardiac muscle excitation when the
waveform of cardiac muscle excitation is detect-
ed from the candidate waveforms.

[0010] The cardiac muscle excitation waveform detec-
tor can diminish chances of erroneous detection and dou-
ble counting of a waveform of cardiac muscle excitation
and a noise waveform and enhance accuracy in detecting
the waveform of cardiac muscle excitation.
[0011] The conditions for searching for the waveform
of cardiac muscle excitation in the search period set by
the search period setting section may be based on a max-
imum P-P value of the candidate waveform belonging to
the search period.
[0012] The cardiac muscle excitation waveform detec-
tor may take a waveform of the closest region as a wave-
form of cardiac muscle excitation and can diminish erro-
neous detection of the waveform of cardiac muscle ex-
citation and the noise, so that accuracy in detecting the
waveform of cardiac muscle excitation can be enhanced.
[0013] The search period setting section sets the
search period so as to become shorter than the detection
exclusion period.
[0014] The cardiac muscle excitation waveform detec-
tor can diminish chances of erroneous detection of the
waveform of cardiac muscle excitation and the noise
waveform to a much greater extent.
[0015] The cardiac muscle excitation waveform detec-
tor may further comprise a mean conduction time calcu-
lation section that calculates a mean conduction time dur-
ing which cardiac muscle excitation is conducted, from
the plurality of waveforms of cardiac muscle excitation
detected by the excitation waveform detection section.
[0016] The cardiac muscle excitation waveform detec-
tor may accurately calculate a mean conduction time of
cardiac muscle excitation and correctly locate a position
of a region where re-entry has occurred.
[0017] It is another aspect of the invention to provide
a cardiac muscle excitation waveform detection program
for causing a computer to execute processing pertinent
to:

a waveform acquisition procedure for measuring a
size of a waveform which occurs in a preset wave-
form analysis period of an intracardiac electrocardi-
ogram measured in middle of occurrence of atrial
fibrillation, thereby acquiring a waveform meeting
predetermined conditions as a candidate for a wave-
form of cardiac muscle excitation;

a cardiac muscle excitation detection procedure for
taking as a cardiac muscle excitation search period
a preset period that continues from occurrence of
the waveform first acquired as the candidate wave-
form and detecting a candidate waveform which has
the maximum P-P value in the cardiac muscle exci-
tation search period as a waveform of cardiac muscle
excitation; and
a cardiac muscle excitation exclusion procedure for
taking as a waveform detection exclusion period a
preset period that continues from occurrence of the
waveform detected as a candidate for a waveform
of cardiac muscle excitation and detecting the can-
didate waveform belonging to the waveform detec-
tion exclusion period as a waveform of cardiac mus-
cle excitation, wherein the search period is shorter
than the detection exclusion period.

[0018] The cardiac muscle excitation waveform detec-
tion program of the invention makes it possible to diminish
chances of erroneous detection and double counting of
a waveform of cardiac muscle excitation and a noise
waveform and enhance accuracy in detecting the wave-
form of cardiac muscle excitation.
[0019] The cardiac muscle excitation waveform detec-
tion program for causing a computer to perform process-
ing may further comprise:
processing pertinent to a procedure for iterating process-
ing pertinent to the cardiac muscle excitation detection
procedure and the cardiac muscle excitation exclusion
procedure after elapse of the waveform detection exclu-
sion period; and
processing pertinent to a mean conduction time calcula-
tion procedure for calculating a mean conduction time
during which cardiac muscle excitation is conducted,
from a plurality of detected waveforms of cardiac muscle
excitation.
[0020] The cardiac muscle excitation waveform detec-
tion program makes it possible to accurately calculate a
mean conduction time of cardiac muscle excitation and
correctly locate a position of a region where re-entry has
occurred.
[0021] The invention makes it possible to inhibit occur-
rence of erroneous detection and double counting of a
waveform of cardiac muscle excitation and a noise wave-
form and enhance accuracy in detecting the waveform
of cardiac muscle excitation. Moreover, the invention also
makes it possible to accurately calculate a mean con-
duction time of cardiac muscle excitation and correctly
locate a position of a region where re-entry has occurred.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0022]

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of
a cardiac muscle excitation waveform detector ac-
cording to an embodiment of the invention;
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Figs. 2A to 2C are waveforms showing detection
conditions for detecting a waveform of cardiac mus-
cle excitation, wherein Fig. 2A shows contour con-
ditions for a waveform to be detected, Fig. 2B shows
conditions for a waveform search period, and Fig.
2C shows conditions for a waveform detection ex-
clusion period;
Fig. 3 is a flowchart showing procedures of process-
ing for detecting a waveform of cardiac muscle ex-
citation;
Fig. 4 is a chart showing procedures for detecting a
waveform of cardiac muscle excitation from a wave-
form of an obtained intracardiac electrocardiogram;
and
Figs. 5A to 5C are charts showing an embodiment,
wherein Fig. 5A shows an intracardiac electrocardi-
ogram waveform of the heart experiencing atrial fi-
brillation, Fig. 5B shows a result of a mean conduc-
tion time being calculated under a related-art analy-
sis technique, and Fig. 5C shows a result of a mean
conduction time being calculated under an analysis
technique of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0023] An embodiment of a cardiac muscle excitation
waveform detector of the invention is hereunder de-
scribed by reference to the accompanying drawings.
[0024] A cardiac muscle excitation waveform detector
1 shown in Fig. 1 has a waveform acquisition section 2
that acquires a waveform meeting predetermined condi-
tions from among measured intracardiac electrocardio-
gram waveforms; a waveform detection condition setting
section 3 that sets terms and conditions for detecting a
waveform of cardiac muscle excitation; an excitation
waveform detection section 4 that detects a waveform of
cardiac muscle excitation according to the conditions set
by the waveform detection condition setting section 3; a
mean conduction time calculation section 9 that calcu-
lates a mean conduction time during which cardiac mus-
cle excitation is conducted; and a control section 5 that
controls these sections.
[0025] The waveform detection condition setting sec-
tion 3 is equipped with a candidate waveform detection
condition setting section 6 that sets conditions for detect-
ing a candidate for a waveform of cardiac muscle exci-
tation, a search period setting section 7 that sets a search
period for searching a waveform of cardiac muscle exci-
tation from among candidate waveforms, and a detection
exclusion period setting section 8 that sets a detection
exclusion period not for detecting the candidate wave-
form as the waveform of cardiac muscle excitation.
[0026] Further, reference numeral 15 shown in Fig. 1
schematically shows the heart whose intra-atrial intrac-
ardiac electrocardiogram is under measurement. A car-
diac catheter 16 is inserted in an atrium from a peripheral
blood vessel, and an intracardiac electrocardiogram is
acquired by way of electrodes (not shown) attached to

the cardiac catheter 16. The thus-acquired intracardiac
electrocardiogram waveform are sent to the cardiac mus-
cle excitation waveform detector 1 by way of the cardiac
catheter 16 and acquired by the waveform acquisition
section 2 of the cardiac muscle excitation waveform de-
tector 1.
[0027] The waveform acquisition section 2 acquires in-
tracardiac electrocardiogram waveform data on the basis
of a waveform acquisition control signal sent from the
control section 5. The waveform acquisition control signal
includes control signals, like timing and an acquisition
period for acquiring intracardiac electrocardiogram
waveform data. A waveform analysis period according
to the embodiment of the invention is an example of a
period for acquiring intracardiac electrocardiogram
waveform data, and a preset waveform analysis period
is sent from the control section 5 to the waveform acqui-
sition section 2 as a control signal pertinent to an acqui-
sition period. The waveform acquisition section 2 re-
ceived the control signal acquires from acquisition timing
intracardiac electrocardiogram waveform data belonging
to the waveform analysis period. The thus-acquired int-
racardiac electrocardiogram waveform data are sent to
the excitation waveform detection section 4 and stored
and retained in RAM 12 provided in the control section 5.
[0028] The waveform detection condition setting sec-
tion 3 sets conditions for detecting, from a waveform that
has been acquired by the waveform acquisition section
2 and that belongs to an intracardiac electrocardiogram
waveform data acquisition period (e.g., the waveform
analysis period), a waveform of cardiac muscle excitation
which shows occurrence of excitation in cardiac muscle
(i.e., an electrical signal of an excitation waveform).
[0029] In order to detect a candidate for the waveform
of excitation in cardiac muscle, the candidate waveform
detection condition setting section 6 provided in the
waveform detection condition setting section 3 sets de-
tection conditions on the basis of the data pertinent to a
contour of a waveform. For instance, data pertinent to a
horizontal width and a vertical width of an electric poten-
tial indicated by the intracardiac electrocardiogram wave-
form belonging to the waveform analysis period are set
as analysis conditions. A waveform shown in Fig. 2A rep-
resents an example of acquired intracardiac electrocar-
diogram waveform data. A horizontal width and a vertical
width of a waveform (an electric potential) set as detec-
tion conditions are set as an arrowheaded width d1 and
an arrowheaded height h1, respectively. Specifically, the
detection conditions for detecting a candidate for the
waveform of cardiac muscle excitation are set to; for in-
stance, the horizontal width d1 of an intracardiac elec-
trocardiogram waveform being 10 msec or less and the
vertical width h1 being 0.1 mV or more. The data pertinent
to the waveform contour that serves as the conditions for
detecting a set candidate waveform are sent to the control
section 5 and stored and retained in the RAM 12 provided
in the control section 5.
[0030] Data pertinent to the waveform contour that
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serves as conditions for detecting a candidate waveform
are sent from the control section 5 to the excitation wave-
form detection section 4. The excitation waveform detec-
tion section 4 detects, from the intracardiac electrocar-
diogram waveform data acquired by the waveform ac-
quisition section 2, a waveform meeting the candidate
waveform detection conditions and determines the thus-
detected waveform as a candidate waveform of cardiac
muscle excitation.
[0031] The search period setting section 7 provided in
the waveform detection condition setting section 3 sets
a search period for searching for a waveform of cardiac
muscle excitation from an intracardiac electrocardiogram
waveform that meets the detection conditions based on
the data pertinent to the waveform contour set by the
candidate waveform detection condition setting section
6 and that is detected by the excitation waveform detec-
tion section 4 as a candidate waveform for cardiac muscle
excitation. The search period is a period that is set in
order to inhibit erroneous detection of a noise waveform
as a waveform of cardiac muscle excitation. The search
period is set to a period that is shorter than the detection
exclusion period (which will be descried later). Data per-
tinent to the thus-set search period are sent to the control
section 5 and stored and retained in the RAM 12 provided
in the control section 5.
[0032] Also, data pertinent to the search period are
sent from the control section 5 to the excitation waveform
detection section 4. The excitation waveform detection
section 4 measures a maximum P-P value (a value from
the highest positive value to the highest negative value
of the waveform) of the candidate waveform of cardiac
muscle excitation belonging to the search period. Data
based on the thus-measured maximum P-P value are
set as conditions for searching for a waveform of cardiac
muscle excitation. Specifically, there are set, as condi-
tions, searching for a candidate waveform of cardiac
muscle excitation with the maximum P-P value from can-
didate waveforms of cardiac muscle excitation belonging
to the search period. The excitation waveform detection
section 4 determines as a waveform of cardiac muscle
excitation a candidate waveform with the maximum P-P
value that is detected by the search. As a result of the
search period being set as mentioned above, when a
plurality of candidate waveforms are present in the
search period, only the candidate waveform with the
maximum P-P value can be determined as a waveform
of cardiac muscle excitation. Accordingly, it is possible
to inhibit a noise waveform from being erroneously de-
tected as a waveform of cardiac muscle excitation.
[0033] Data pertinent to the thus-determined wave-
form of cardiac muscle excitation are sent to the control
section 5 and stored and retained in the RAM 12 provided
in the control section 5. Fig. 2B is a drawing schematically
showing a set search period. A period, depicted by an
arrow 24, from a peak (depicted by an outlined circle) 22
to an outlined square 23 of a candidate waveform 21 of
cardiac muscle excitation that was first detected by the

excitation waveform detection section 4 is set as a search
period. The candidate waveform that belongs the search
period and that exhibits the maximum P-P value is de-
fined as a waveform of cardiac muscle excitation. In the
search period shown in Fig. 2B, only one candidate wave-
form 21 is present in the search period 24, and hence
the candidate waveform 21 is determined as a waveform
of cardiac muscle excitation.
[0034] When the waveform of cardiac muscle excita-
tion is detected from the candidate waveform detected
by the excitation waveform detection section 4, the de-
tection exclusion period setting section 8 provided in the
waveform detection condition setting section 3 sets a pre-
set period subsequent to detection as a detection exclu-
sion period during which cardiac muscle excitation is not
detected. The detection exclusion period is a period pro-
vided in order to inhibit a candidate waveform including
a noise waveform from being doubly counted. The de-
tection exclusion period can be set to; for instance, 50
msec by physiologically determining a cycle of local ac-
tivation in the heart.
[0035] Data pertinent to the set detection exclusion pe-
riod are sent to the control section 5 and stored and re-
tained in the RAM 12 provided in the control section 5.
Fig. 2C is a drawing which schematically shows the set
detection exclusion period. A period, depicted by an ar-
row 28, from a peak (depicted by an outlined circle) 26
to an outlined triangle 27 of a waveform 25 of cardiac
muscle excitation that was determined by the excitation
waveform detection section 4 is set as a detection exclu-
sion period. Candidate waveforms of cardiac muscle ex-
citation that are present in the period are excluded from
a target of analysis. In the case shown in Fig. 2C, only
the waveform 25 of cardiac muscle excitation is present
in the detection exclusion period 28, and other candidate
waveforms are not present, and, hence, a target wave-
form to be excluded from analysis is not present either.
[0036] Details of the conditions set by the waveform
detection condition setting section 3 (including the can-
didate waveform detection condition setting section 6,
the search period setting section 7, and the detection
exclusion period setting section 8) can be set and
changed from the outside. Setting condition input means
(omitted from the drawings) which is connected to and
provided in the waveform detection condition setting sec-
tion 3 may also be enabled to input and change the de-
tails.
[0037] In accordance with the detection control signal
sent from the control section 5, the excitation waveform
detection section 4 detects the candidate waveform ful-
filling the conditions set by the waveform detection con-
dition setting section 3 (the candidate waveform detec-
tion condition setting section 6, the search period setting
section 7, and the detection exclusion period setting sec-
tion 8) as a waveform of cardiac muscle excitation. The
excitation waveform detection section 4 also has, such
as those mentioned above, a function of determining a
candidate waveform of cardiac muscle excitation on the
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basis of the set conditions and a function of defining a
waveform of cardiac muscle excitation on the basis of
the same. Data detected and defined by the excitation
waveform detection section 4 are sent to the control sec-
tion 5 and stored and retained in the RAM 12 provided
in the control section 5.
[0038] In accordance with a calculation control signal
sent from the control section 5, the mean conduction time
calculation section 9 calculates a mean conduction time
during which cardiac muscle excitation is conducted,
from the data pertinent to the plurality of waveforms of
cardiac muscle excitation detected by the excitation
waveform detection section 4. The time during which car-
diac muscle excitation is conducted refers to a time in-
terval between detected waveforms of cardiac muscle
excitation. An average of the time intervals is taken as a
mean conduction time. Data pertinent to a mean conduc-
tion time calculated by the mean conduction time calcu-
lation section 9 are transmitted to the control section 5
and stored and retained in the RAM 12 provided in the
control section 5.
[0039] The control section 5 controls the individual sec-
tions (the waveform acquisition section 2, the excitation
waveform detection section 4, and the mean conduction
time calculation section 9) of the cardiac muscle excita-
tion waveform detector 1 on the basis of the conditions
set by the waveform detection condition setting section
3 (the candidate waveform detection condition setting
section 6, the search period setting section 7, and the
detection exclusion period setting section 8). The control
section 5 is equipped with a CPU 10 that supervises con-
trol; ROM 11, as a computer readable media, that retains
programs for executing processing of various processing
procedures pertinent to the CPU; and the RAM 12 that
stores various data for the respective sections (the ac-
quisition section, the setting sections, the detection sec-
tion, and the calculation section, and others) that serve
as a work area of the CPU.
[0040] By adoption of the configuration, such as that
mentioned above, erroneous detection of a noise wave-
form can be inhibited, so that accuracy in detecting a
waveform of cardiac muscle excitation can be enhanced.
Accordingly, an accurate conduction time of cardiac mus-
cle excitation can be measured, and a more correct mean
conduction time can be calculated. Further, the functions
of the cardiac muscle excitation waveform detector are
also effective in analyzing a waveform of cardiac muscle
excitation in real time and analyzing the waveform of car-
diac muscle excitation for reviewing and commenting
purposes and the like.
[0041] Processing procedures of cardiac muscle exci-
tation waveform detection processing are now described
along a flowchart shown in Fig. 3. Incidentally, on the
occasion of explanation of the processing procedures,
explanations are provided by reference to Fig. 4 that
shows procedures for detecting a waveform of cardiac
muscle excitation.
[0042] When processing for detecting a waveform of

cardiac muscle excitation is commenced, settings of pa-
rameters for detecting a waveform of cardiac muscle ex-
citation are first made (step S101). For instance, there
are set parameters based on contour data on a waveform
that are set by the candidate waveform detection condi-
tion setting section 6 in order to detect a candidate for a
waveform of cardiac muscle excitation. Specifically, a
horizontal width and a vertical width of an intracardiac
electrocardiogram waveform (an electric potential) ac-
quired by the waveform acquisition section 2 are set to
a value of 10 msec or less and a value of 0.1 mV or more,
respectively. Next, there are set parameters pertinent to
a detection exclusion period (an analysis target exclusion
period) that is set by the detection exclusion period set-
ting section 8 and during which none of the candidate
waveforms are detected as a waveform of cardiac muscle
excitation. Specifically, the detection exclusion period is
set to 50 msec. Subsequently, there are set parameters
pertinent to a search period that is set by the search pe-
riod setting section 7 in order to search for a waveform
of cardiac muscle excitation. Specifically, a search period
is set to 49 msec. The search period is at this time set to
a period of time that is shorter than the detection exclu-
sion period.
[0043] The waveform shown in Fig. 4 is a part of a
waveform that the waveform acquisition section 2 ac-
quired, in the waveform analysis period, from the intrac-
ardiac electrocardiogram waveform measured in the
middle of occurrence of atrial fibrillation. The waveform
analysis period is a preset period (set to 5 sec in the
embodiment) and is sent as an analysis control signal
from the control section 5 to the waveform acquisition
section 2. In accordance with the analysis control signal,
the waveform acquisition section 2 acquires a waveform
during a period of five seconds.
[0044] Subsequently, all waveforms meeting the con-
ditions set in S101; namely, the horizontal width (10 msec
or less) and the vertical width (0.1 mV or more), are de-
tected as candidates for a waveform of cardiac muscle
excitation from the intracardiac electrocardiogram wave-
form that occurred in the waveform analysis period and
was acquired by the waveform acquisition section 2 (step
S102). Step S102 is an example of waveform acquisition
procedures of the invention. In Fig. 4, seven waveforms
belonging to squares 31 to 37 designated by broken lines
are detected as candidates for a waveform of cardiac
muscle excitation.
[0045] Subsequently, a waveform of cardiac muscle
excitation is selected from among the candidates for a
waveform of cardiac muscle excitation detected in step
S102 (step S103). In Fig. 4, the excitation waveform de-
tection section 4 measures a P-P value of the first de-
tected candidate waveform (i.e., a waveform belonging
to the square 31 designated by broken lines). Next, a
search is made as to whether or not another candidate
waveform (another waveform belonging to the square
designated by broken lines) is in a period that ranges
from a point designated by an outlined circle 31a to a
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point designated by an outlined square 31b until which
the search period (49 msec) elapsed from the point 31a.
In Fig. 4, there is not any other candidate waveform ex-
cept the waveform belonging to the square 31 designated
by broken lines. Hence, the waveform belonging to the
square 31 designated by broken lines is defined as a first
waveform of cardiac muscle excitation. A period ranging
from the first peak (designated by the solid circle 31a) of
the thus-defined waveform of cardiac muscle excitation
to a point designated by a solid triangle 31c until which
a detection exclusion period (50 msec) elapsed from the
first peak 31a is taken as an analysis target exclusion
period during which no waveforms are detected.
[0046] After elapse of the analysis target exclusion pe-
riod (subsequent to the solid triangle 31c), the excitation
waveform detection section 4 measures a P-P value of
a candidate waveform (a waveform belonging to the
square 32 designated by broken lines) first detected.
Next, a search is made as to whether or not another can-
didate waveform (another waveform belonging to the
square designated by broken lines) is in a period that
ranges from a point designated by a solid circle 32a to a
point designated by a solid square 32b until which the
search period (49 msec) elapsed from the point 32a.
When there is another candidate waveform, a P-P value
of the candidate waveform is measured and compared
with the P-P value of the waveform included in the square
32 designated by broken lines. In Fig. 4, since another
candidate waveform (a waveform belonging to the
square 33 designated by broken lines) belongs to a pe-
riod which ranges from the solid circle 32a to the solid
square 32b, a P-P value of the candidate waveform is
measured and compared with the P-P value of the wave-
form belonging to the square 32 designated by broken
lines. When a plurality of candidate waveforms are
present in the search period, a candidate waveform hav-
ing the largest P-P value is detected and defined as a
waveform of cardiac muscle excitation. When the P-P
value of the waveform belonging to the square 32 des-
ignated by broken lines is compared with the P-P value
of the waveform belonging to the square 33 designated
by broken lines, the P-P value of the waveform belonging
to the square 33 designated by broken lines is, as is ob-
vious from Fig. 4, larger than the P-P value of the wave-
form belonging to the square 32 designated by broken
lines. Accordingly, the candidate waveform belonging to
the square 33 designated by broken lines is defined as
a waveform of cardiac muscle excitation. The reason why
the waveform having the largest P-P value is defined as
a waveform of cardiac muscle excitation by comparison
of the plurality of candidate waveforms is for taking, as
a waveform of cardiac muscle excitation, an intracardiac
electrocardiogram waveform appeared at a region clos-
est to an electrode (not shown) that acquires the intrac-
ardiac electrocardiogram waveform. The waveform that
is not defined as a waveform of cardiac muscle excitation
and belongs to the square 32 designated by broken lines
is not hereafter used as a waveform for the purpose of

calculating a mean conduction time during which cardiac
muscle excitation is conducted. A period ranging from
the first peak (designated by a solid circle 33a) of the
thus-defined waveform of cardiac muscle excitation to a
point designated by a solid triangle 33c until which a de-
tection exclusion period (50 msec) elapsed from the first
peak 33a is taken as an analysis target exclusion period
during which no waveforms are detected. Foregoing de-
tection processing is iterated until the waveform analysis
period ends, thereby repeatedly detecting a waveform of
cardiac muscle excitation.
[0047] Next, -dv/dt point in the selected waveform of
cardiac muscle excitation is detected after completion of
detection of the waveform of cardiac muscle excitation
(step S104). In Fig. 4, points 31d, 33d, 34d, 36d, and 37d
all of which are designated by broken lines are detected.
Points detected from the waveform are not limited to the
-dv/dt point, and a dv/dt point can also be detected.
[0048] Subsequently, a duration between the -dv/dt
points detected in step S104; namely, a conduction time
during which cardiac muscle excitation was conducted,
is measured, and a mean conduction time is calculated
from the thus-measured respective conduction times
(step S105). In Fig.4, a duration between the points 31d
and 33d, a duration between the points 33d and 34d, a
duration between the points 34d and 36d, and a duration
between the points 36d and 37d are respectively meas-
ured as conduction times 41, 42, 43, and 44 during which
cardiac muscle excitation is conducted. A mean conduc-
tion time is calculated from the conduction times.
[0049] Explanations are now given to a result of calcu-
lation of a mean conduction time (see Fig. 5B) by sub-
jecting the intracardiac electrocardiogram waveform (see
Fig. 5A) appeared in the middle of occurrence of atrial
fibrillation to the related art analysis technique (the tech-
nique described in connection with Non-Patent Literature
1) and a result of calculation of a mean conduction time
(see Fig. 5C) by subjecting the intracardiac electrocardi-
ogram waveform (see Fig. 5A) appeared in the middle
of occurrence of atrial fibrillation to the analysis technique
of the invention.
[0050] The parameters pertinent to the conditions for
detecting a waveform are set to a horizontal width of 10
msec or less, a vertical width of 0.1 mV or more, a de-
tection exclusion period of 50 msec, and a search period
of 49 msec.
[0051] Symbols A and B in Fig. 5B designate regions
where the noise waveform was detected as a waveform
of cardiac muscle excitation as a result of having fulfilled
the contour waveform conditions. It can be ascertained
that a waveform of true cardiac muscle excitation fol-
lowed the noise waveform designated by symbol A but
was not detected under influence of the detection exclu-
sion period. Moreover, it can also be ascertained that the
waveform of true cardiac muscle excitation following the
noise waveform designated by symbol B was detected
and that both the noise waveform and the true excitation
waveform were detected (a so-called double count).

11 12 



EP 2 638 852 B1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0052] As above, the waveform of cardiac muscle ex-
citation was detected by means of the related art analysis
technique, and the mean conduction time was calculated
from the thus-detected waveform of cardiac muscle ex-
citation. The mean conduction time was 96 msec. In the
regions where both the noise waveform and the wave-
form of true cardiac muscle excitation were detected, a
duration between the waveforms is short, and the con-
duction time is also short. For these reasons, it can be
inferred that a mean conduction time becomes smaller
than a true value under the influence of the noise wave-
form. It can also be inferred that the noise waveform also
affects the accuracy of the calculated mean conduction
time even in the regions where the noise waveform is
detected in place of the waveform of true cardiac muscle
excitation.
[0053] In the meantime, when the analysis technique
of the invention was conducted, the occurrence of erro-
neous detection of the noise waveform is significantly
diminished as shown in Fig. 5C, and almost all detected
waveforms represent waveforms of true cardiac muscle
excitation. As a result of the mean conduction time being
calculated from the thus-detected waveforms of cardiac
muscle excitation, it can be confirmed that the mean con-
duction time is 112 msec and that influence of the noise
waveform is eliminated. In other words, it can be con-
firmed that the mean conduction time can be calculated
more accurately than that is calculated by the related art
analysis technique.
[0054] The processing procedures described in con-
nection with the embodiment of the invention can also
be embodied as a method including a series of proce-
dures. Alternatively, the series of procedures can also
be materialized as an invention of a program that causes
a computer to execute processing pertinent to the series
of procedures. In this case, the program is recorded in a
computer readable media. As a computer readable me-
dia, ROM can be used as described above. In addition,
any kinds of well known computer readable media can
be utilized to record the program. Even in these cases,
advantages similar to that mentioned in connection with
the embodiment can also be yielded.

Claims

1. A cardiac muscle excitation waveform detector com-
prising:

a waveform acquisition section (2) configured to
acquire, in a preset waveform analysis period,
a waveform from an intracardiac electrocardio-
gram measured in middle of occurrence of atrial
fibrillation;
a waveform detection condition setting section
(3) configured to set conditions for detecting a
waveform of cardiac muscle excitation, which
shows occurrence of excitation in cardiac mus-

cle, from among waveforms that are acquired
by the waveform acquisition section (2) in the
waveform analysis period; and
an excitation waveform detection section (4)
configured to detect a waveform of cardiac mus-
cle excitation from the waveforms belonging to
the waveform analysis period on the basis of the
conditions set by the waveform detection con-
dition setting section (3), wherein
the waveform detection condition setting section
(3) includes

a candidate waveform detection condition
setting section (6) configured to set condi-
tions based on a contour of a waveform in
order to detect candidates for the waveform
of cardiac muscle excitation,
characterized by
a search period setting section (7) config-
ured to set a search period for searching for
a waveform of cardiac muscle excitation
from among the candidate waveforms de-
tected according to the conditions based on
the contour of the waveform, the search pe-
riod being set after a candidate waveform
is detected; and
a detection exclusion period setting section
(8) configured to set a preset period subse-
quent to detection as a detection exclusion
period during which the candidate wave-
forms are not detected as a waveform of
cardiac muscle excitation when the wave-
form of cardiac muscle excitation is detect-
ed from the candidate waveforms,

wherein the search period setting section sets
the search period so as to become shorter than
the detection exclusion period.

2. The cardiac muscle excitation waveform detector ac-
cording to claim 1, wherein the conditions for search-
ing for the waveform of cardiac muscle excitation in
the search period set by the search period setting
section (7) are based on a maximum P-P value of
the candidate waveform belonging to the search pe-
riod.

3. The cardiac muscle excitation waveform detector ac-
cording to claim 1 or 2, further comprising a mean
conduction time calculation section (9) configured to
calculate a mean conduction time during which car-
diac muscle excitation is conducted, from the plural-
ity of waveforms of cardiac muscle excitation detect-
ed by the excitation waveform detection section (4).

4. A cardiac muscle excitation waveform detection pro-
gram for causing a computer to execute processing
pertinent to:
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a waveform acquisition procedure for measuring
a size of a waveform which occurs in a preset
waveform analysis period of an intracardiac
electrocardiogram measured in middle of occur-
rence of atrial fibrillation, thereby acquiring a
waveform meeting predetermined conditions as
a candidate for a waveform of cardiac muscle
excitation;
a cardiac muscle excitation detection procedure
for taking as a cardiac muscle excitation search
period a preset period that continues from oc-
currence of the waveform first acquired as the
candidate waveform and detecting a candidate
waveform which has the maximum P-P value in
the cardiac muscle excitation search period as
a waveform of cardiac muscle excitation; and
characterized by
a cardiac muscle excitation exclusion procedure
for taking as a waveform detection exclusion pe-
riod a preset period that continues from occur-
rence of the waveform detected as a candidate
for a waveform of cardiac muscle excitation and
detecting the candidate waveform belonging to
the waveform detection exclusion period as a
waveform of cardiac muscle excitation,
wherein the search period is shorter than the
detection exclusion period.

5. The cardiac muscle excitation waveform detection
program for causing a computer to perform process-
ing according to claim 4, further comprising:

processing pertinent to a procedure for iterating
processing pertinent to the cardiac muscle ex-
citation detection procedure and the cardiac
muscle excitation exclusion procedure after
elapse of the waveform detection exclusion pe-
riod; and
processing pertinent to a mean conduction time
calculation procedure for calculating a mean
conduction time during which cardiac muscle
excitation is conducted, from a plurality of de-
tected waveforms of cardiac muscle excitation.

Patentansprüche

1. Detektor für Signalform zur Herzmuskelanregung,
mit:

einem Signalformerfassungsabschnitt (2), der
ausgebildet ist, in einer vorgegebenen Signal-
formauswerteperiode eine Signalform aus ei-
nem Herzelektrokardiogramm, das in der Mitte
des Auftretens einer Fibrillation der Herzvorhöfe
gemessen wird, zu erfassen;
einem Signalformdetektionsbedingungsein-
stellabschnitt (3), der ausgebildet ist, Bedingun-

gen für eine Erfassung einer Signalform einer
Herzmuskelanregung, die ein Auftreten einer
Anregung in einem Herzmuskel zeigt, aus Sig-
nalformen einzustellen, die durch den Signalfor-
merfassungsabschnitt (2) in der Signalformaus-
werteperiode erfasst werden; und
einem Anregungssignalformdetektionsab-
schnitt (4), der ausgebildet ist, eine Signalform
einer Herzmuskelanregung aus Signalformen,
die zu der Signalformauswerteperiode gehören,
auf der Grundlage der Bedingungen zu erfas-
sen, die durch den Signalformdetektierbedin-
gungseinstellabschnitt (3) eingestellt sind, wo-
bei
der Signalformdetektierbedingungseinstellab-
schnitt (3) aufweist

einen Kandidatensignalformdetektierbe-
dingungseinstellabschnitt (6), der ausgebil-
det ist, Bedingungen auf der Grundlage ei-
ner Kontur einer Signalform so einzustellen,
dass Kandidaten für die Signalform einer
Herzmuskelanregung erfasst werden,
gekennzeichnet durch
einen Suchperiodeneinstellabschnitt (7),
der ausgebildet ist, eine Suchperiode zum
Suchen nach einer Signalform einer Herz-
muskelanregung aus den Kandidaten der
Signalformen, die gemäß den auf der
Grundlage der Kontur der Kandidaten der
Signalformen erfasst sind, einzustellen, wo-
bei die Suchperiode eingestellt wird, nach-
dem ein Kandidat der Signalformen erfasst
ist; und
einen Detektionsausschlussperiodenein-
stellabschnitt (8), der ausgebildet ist, eine
vorgegebene Periode nach der Erfassung
als eine Detektionsausschlussperiode ein-
zustellen, während welcher die Kandidaten
der Signalformen nicht als eine Signalform
einer Herzmuskelanregeung erfasst wer-
den, wenn die Signalform einer Herzmus-
kelanregung aus den Kandidaten der Sig-
nalformen erfasst wird,

wobei der Suchperiodeneinstellabschnitt die
Suchperiode so einstellt, dass sie kürzer ist als
die Detektionsausschlussperiode.

2. Detektor für Signalform zur Herzmuskelanregung
nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Bedingungen zum Su-
chen nach der Signalform einer Herzmuskelanre-
gung in der Suchperiode, die durch den Suchperio-
deneinstellabschnitt (7) eingestellt ist, auf einem ma-
ximalen P-P-Wert des Kandidaten der Signalform,
der zu der Suchperiode gehört, beruht.

3. Detektor für Signalform zur Herzmuskelanregung
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nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, der ferner einen
Durchschnittsausführungszeitberechnungsab-
schnitt (9) aufweist, der ausgebildet ist, eine Durch-
schnittsausführungszeit, während welcher eine
Herzmuskelanregung ausgeführt wird, aus den
mehreren Signalformen einer Herzmuskelanre-
gung, die durch den Anregungssignalformdetekti-
onsabschnitt (4) erfasst werden, zu berechnen.

4. Programm zur Erfassung einer Signalform zur Herz-
muskelanregung, das bewirkt, das ein Computer ei-
ne Verarbeitung ausführt gemäß:

einer Signalformerfassungsprozedur zum Mes-
sen einer Größe einer Signalform, die in einer
vorgegebenen Signalformauswerteperiode ei-
nes Herzelektrokardiogramms auftritt, das in der
Mitte des Auftretens einer Fibrillation der Herz-
vorhöfe gemessen wird, wodurch eine Signal-
form, die vorbestimmte Bedingungen erfüllt, als
ein Kandidat für eine Signalform zur Herzmus-
kelanregung erfasst wird;
einer Herzmuskelanregungsdetektionsproze-
dur zur Verwendung, als eine Herzmuskelanre-
gungssuchperiode, einer vorgegebenen Perio-
de, die sich von dem Auftreten der Signalform,
die zuerst als der Kandidat einer Signalform er-
fasst wurde, fortsetzt, und Erfassen eines Kan-
didaten einer Signalform, der den maximalen P-
P-Wert in der Herzmuskelanregungssuchperio-
de hat, als eine Signalform einer Herzmuskel-
anregung;
gekennzeichnet durch
eine Herzmuskelanregungsausschlussproze-
dur zur Verwendung, als eine Signalformdetek-
tionsausschlussperiode, einer vorgegebenen
Periode, die sich ab dem Auftreten der Signal-
form, die als ein Kandidat für eine Signalform
einer Herzmuskelanregung erfasst wird, fort-
setzt, und zum Erfassen des Kandidaten der Si-
gnalform, der zu der Signalformdetektionsaus-
schlussperiode gehört, als eine Signalform einer
Herzmuskelanregung,
wobei die Suchperiode kürzer ist als die Detek-
tionsausschlussperiode.

5. Programm zur Erfassung einer Signalform für Herz-
muskelanregung, das einen Computer veranlasst,
eine Verarbeitung nach Anspruch 4 auszuführen,
und das ferner umfasst:

Ausführen einer Verarbeitung gemäß einer Pro-
zedur zur Iteration einer Verarbeitung gemäß
der Herzmuskelanregungsdetektionsprozedur
und der Herzmuskelanregungsausschlusspro-
zedur nach Ablauf der Signalformdetektions-
ausschlussperiode; und
Ausführen einer Verarbeitung gemäß einer

Durchschnittsausführungszeitberechnungs-
prozedur zur Berechnung einer Durchschnitts-
ausführungszeit, während welcher die Herz-
muskelanregung ausgeführt wird, aus mehre-
ren erfassten Signalformen zur Herzmuskelan-
regung.

Revendications

1. Détecteur de forme d’onde d’excitation de muscle
cardiaque comprenant :

une section d’acquisition de forme d’onde (2)
configurée pour acquérir, dans une période
d’analyse de forme d’onde prédéfinie, une forme
d’onde à partir d’un électrocardiogramme intra-
cardiaque mesuré au milieu de l’apparition de
la fibrillation atriale ;
une section de définition des conditions de dé-
tection de forme d’onde (3) configurée pour dé-
finir les conditions de détection d’une forme
d’onde d’excitation de muscle cardiaque, qui
montre l’apparition d’excitation dans le muscle
cardiaque, parmi les formes d’onde qui sont ac-
quises par la section d’acquisition de forme d’on-
de (2) dans la période d’analyse de forme
d’onde ; et
une section de détection de forme d’onde d’ex-
citation (4) configurée pour détecter une forme
d’onde d’excitation de muscle cardiaque à partir
des formes d’onde appartenant à la période
d’analyse de forme d’onde sur la base des con-
ditions définies par la section de définition des
conditions de détection de forme d’onde (3),
la section de définition des conditions de détec-
tion de forme d’onde (3) comprenant

une section de définition des conditions de
détection de forme d’onde candidate (6)
configurée pour définir les conditions sur la
base d’un contour d’une forme d’onde afin
de détecter les candidates de forme d’onde
d’excitation de muscle cardiaque,
caractérisée par
une section de définition de période de re-
cherche (7) configurée pour définir une pé-
riode de recherche pour rechercher une for-
me d’onde d’excitation de muscle cardiaque
parmi les formes d’onde candidates détec-
tées selon les conditions sur la base du con-
tour de la forme d’onde, la période de re-
cherche étant définie après qu’une forme
d’onde candidate soit détectée ; et
une section de définition de période d’ex-
clusion de détection (8) configurée pour dé-
finir une période prédéfinie ultérieure à la
détection comme période d’exclusion de
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détection durant laquelle les formes d’onde
candidates ne sont pas détectées comme
forme d’onde d’excitation de muscle cardia-
que lorsque la forme d’onde d’excitation de
muscle cardiaque est détectée à partir des
formes d’onde candidates,

la section de définition de la période de recher-
che définit la période de recherche afin qu’elle
devienne plus courte que la période d’exclusion
de détection.

2. Détecteur de forme d’onde d’excitation de muscle
cardiaque selon la revendication 1, les conditions de
recherche pour la forme d’onde d’excitation de mus-
cle cardiaque dans la période de recherche définie
par la section de définition de période de recherche
(7) étant basées sur une valeur P-P maximale de la
forme d’onde candidate appartenant à la période de
recherche.

3. Détecteur de forme d’onde d’excitation de muscle
cardiaque selon la revendication 1 ou 2, comprenant
en outre une section de calcul du temps de conduc-
tion moyen (9) configurée pour calculer un temps de
conduction moyen durant lequel l’excitation du mus-
cle cardiaque est conduite, à partir de la pluralité des
formes d’onde d’excitation de muscle cardiaque dé-
tectées par la section de détection de forme d’onde
d’excitation (4).

4. Programme de détection de forme d’onde d’excita-
tion de muscle cardiaque pour amener un ordinateur
à exécuter le traitement pertinent pour :

une procédure d’acquisition de forme d’onde
destinée à mesurer une taille d’une forme d’on-
de qui apparaît dans une période d’analyse de
forme d’onde prédéfinie d’un électrocardio-
gramme intracardiaque mesuré au milieu de
l’apparition de la fibrillation atriale, acquérant
ainsi une forme d’onde satisfaisant les condi-
tions prédéterminées comme candidate de for-
me d’onde d’excitation de muscle cardiaque ;
une procédure de détection d’excitation de mus-
cle cardiaque pour prendre comme période de
recherche d’excitation de muscle cardiaque une
période préfinie qui continue à partir de l’appa-
rition de la forme d’onde acquise en premier
comme forme d’onde candidate et détecter une
forme d’onde candidate qui a la valeur P-P maxi-
male dans la période de recherche d’excitation
de muscle cardiaque comme forme d’onde d’ex-
citation de muscle cardiaque ; et
caractérisée par
une procédure d’exclusion d’excitation de mus-
cle cardiaque en prenant comme période d’ex-
clusion de détection de forme d’onde une pério-

de prédéfinie qui continue à partir de l’apparition
de la forme d’onde détectée comme candidate
de forme d’onde d’excitation de muscle cardia-
que et détecter la forme d’onde candidate ap-
partenant à la période d’exclusion de détection
de forme d’onde comme forme d’onde d’excita-
tion de muscle cardiaque,
la période de recherche étant plus courte que la
période d’exclusion de détection.

5. Programme de détection de forme d’onde d’excita-
tion de muscle cardiaque pour amener un ordinateur
à exécuter le traitement selon la revendication 4,
comprenant en outre ;
le traitement pertinent pour une procédure d’itération
du traitement pertinent à la procédure de détection
d’excitation de muscle cardiaque et de la procédure
d’exclusion d’excitation de muscle cardiaque après
l’écoulement de la période d’exclusion de détection
de forme d’onde ; et
le traitement pertinent à une procédure de calcul du
temps de conduction moyen pour calculer un temps
de conduction moyen durant lequel l’excitation du
muscle cardiaque est conduite, à partir d’une plura-
lité de formes d’onde détectées d’excitation de mus-
cle cardiaque.
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