EP 1190 669 A3

Européisches Patentamt

(19) 0’ European Patent Office
Office européen des brevets

(12) EP 1 190 669 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3:
28.01.2004 Bulletin 2004/05

(43) Date of publication A2:
27.03.2002 Bulletin 2002/13

(21) Application number: 01116649.3

(22) Date of filing: 13.07.2001

(51) Intcl.”: A61B 5/00, A61B 5/0482,
B43K 29/08

(84) Designated Contracting States:
ATBECHCYDEDKESFIFRGBGRIEITLILU
MC NL PT SETR
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 14.07.2000 US 616801

(71) Applicant: The University of Hong Kong
Hong Kong (CN)

(72) Inventors:
» Kao, Shang Ren Henry
Hong Kong (CN)
» Goan, Ching Hui
Hong Kong (CN)

(74) Representative: Schwabe - Sandmair - Marx
Stuntzstrasse 16
81677 Munchen (DE)

(54)  Brush-writing instruments for health and therapy

(57)  The presentinvention relates to a writing brush
or instrument that can be used to enhance general
health and render therapeutic effects in treating behav-
iourial, psychological, mental and psychosomatic disor-
ders. The writing instrument has one or more biological
detectors embedded in or attached to the shaft of the
writing brush or instrument. The biological detectors
record the biological activities of the user that are asso-
ciated with the user's sensory, perceptual, emotional,

cognitive and physiological conditions during writing or
drawing. Sensory signals from the detectors can provide
ongoing information of the user's graphonomic act and
thus enable the user to control and regulate his or her
bodily conditions throughout the writing process by in-
fluencing the changes in the sensory signals. The
presentinvention is capable of improving the user's gen-
eral health as well as providing therapeutic treatment for
users with physical or mental disorders.
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