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Description

[0001] The invention relates generally to an improved
method, apparatus and system for monitoring a subject
cardiac rhythm during the application of cardio-pulmo-
nary resuscitation (CPR). More particularly, the invention
relates to a medical device which can automatically se-
lect one set from a plurality of sets of electrocardiogram
(ECQG) electrodes having reduced CPR noise artifact for
display and for use in determining whether an electro-
therapy shock is indicated. If the device is a defibrillator,
the method can control the device electrotherapy circuit
based on a shock advisory obtained from the lower noise
electrode set. The invention is defined in claim 1 and
claim 5, Further aspects and preferred embodiments are
defined in the dependent claims. Aspects, embodiments
and examples of the present disclosure which do not fall
under the scope of the appended claims do not form part
of the invention and are merely provided for illustrative
purposes.

[0002] Sudden cardiac arrest (SCA) is a leading cause
of death in the United States. In about 40% of sudden
cardiac arrest (SCA) patients, the initial cardiac rhythm
observed is ventricular fibrillation (VF). CPR is the pro-
tocol treatment for SCA, which includes chest compres-
sions and ventilations that provide circulation in the pa-
tient. Defibrillation is interposed between sessions of
CPR in order to treat underlying VF.

[0003] Defibrillators deliver a high-voltage impulse to
the heartin order to restore normal rhythm and contractile
function in patients who are experiencing arrhythmia,
such as VF or ventricular tachycardia (VT) that is not
accompanied by spontaneous circulation. There are sev-
eral classes of defibrillators, including manual defibrilla-
tors, implantable defibrillators, and automatic external
defibrillators (AEDs). AEDs differ from manual defibrilla-
tors in that AEDs can automatically analyze the ECG
rhythm to determine if defibrillation is necessary.
[0004] FIGURE 1 is an illustration of a defibrillator 10
being applied by a user 12 to resuscitate a patient 14
suffering from cardiac arrest. In sudden cardiac arrest,
the patient is stricken with a life threatening interruption
to the normal heart rhythm, typically in the form of VF or
VT that is not accompanied by spontaneous circulation
(i.e., shockable VT). In VF, the normal rhythmic ventricu-
lar contractions are replaced by rapid, irregular twitching
that results in ineffective and severely reduced pumping
by the heart. If normal rhythm is not restored within a time
frame commonly understood to be approximately 8 to 10
minutes, the patient will likely die. Conversely, the quicker
that circulation can be restored (via CPR and defibrilla-
tion) after the onset of VF, the better the chances that
the patient 14 will survive the event. The defibrillator 10
may be in the form of an AED capable of being used by
a first responder. The defibrillator 10 may also be in the
form of a manual defibrillator for use by paramedics or
other highly trained medical personnel.

[0005] According to an exemplary embodiment of the
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present disclosure, electrotherapy electrodes 16 are ap-
plied across the chest of the patient 14 by the user 12 in
order to provide defibrillation shocks. The same electro-
therapy electrodes 16 can also acquire an ECG signal
from the patient’s heart. The defibrillator 10 then analyzes
the ECG signal for signs of arrhythmia. If VF is detected,
the defibrillator 10 signals the user 12 that a shock is
advised. After detecting VF or other shockable rhythm,
the user 12 then presses a shock button on the defibril-
lator 10 to deliver defibrillation pulse to resuscitate the
patient 14. Defibrillator 10 can also display the ECG from
the therapy electrodes 16 on a screen, so that the user
12 can manually assess the underlying cardiac rhythm.
Currently available AED devices can typically receive
ECG input only from such electrotherapy electrodes 16.
[0006] More advanced defibrillators, exemplified also
by defibrillator 10 of FIGURE 1, may also provide for a
second set of monitoring electrodes 18 to be applied to
standard positions on the patient torso and limbs. Mon-
itoring electrodes 18 cannot be used to deliver electro-
therapy, and are usually used to provide prolonged and
more accurate ECG signals obtained from various heart
axes, or leads. These ECG signals may also be displayed
on defibrillator 10 screen.

[0007] Existingadvanced defibrillators may be capable
of receiving input from both therapy electrodes and mon-
itoring electrodes simultaneously. In such case, howev-
er, all such defibrillators default to display the therapy
electrodes ECG. And all such prior art defibrillators are
known to use strictly the therapy electrode -derived ECG
for analysis, regardless of whether monitoring electrodes
are attached.

[0008] FIGURE 2 illustrates the common standard
electrode positions relative to an adult patient for defibril-
lation and for cardiac monitoring. Sternum therapy pad
22 is generally applied over the patient 14 right clavicle.
Apex therapy pad 24 is applied on the patient’s lower left
torso, such that a defibrillation current path passes
through the patient’'s heart. Standard ECG monitoring
electrodes include right arm (RA) limb lead 32’, left arm
(LA) limb lead 32", left leg (LL) limb lead 32", and right
leg (RL) limb lead 32"" placed on the patient’s extremities
and/or lower torso as indicated. Chest lead monitoring
electrodes 34 are typically arranged nearer and over the
heart location. A common standard location for providing
manual CPR compressions is shown as region 26. It can
be seen from FIGURE 2 that the CPR region 26 lies at
or about mid-way along the axis between sternum elec-
trode 22 and apex electrode 24, the axis generally cor-
relating to the standard Lead Il axis.

[0009] Chestcompressions during CPR tend to create
signal artifact on the ECG waveforms that are acquired
from therapy defibrillation pads on the chest. The CPR
artifact on the ECG waveform generally comes from four
main sources. First, artifact arises from a change in im-
pedance due to changes in electrode-skin contact. Sec-
ond, stretching of the skin which tends to occur during
CPR induces electrical potentials. Also, muscle poten-
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tials (EMG) are typically induced by CPR forces that are
applied to the chest muscles. Muscle potentials are also
typically induced by CPR forces that are indirectly applied
to the heart muscle. As previously noted, multifunction
ECG/defibrillation therapy pads applied to the patient’s
chest are in the vicinity of the sternum where CPR com-
pressions are delivered. Because of this proximity, the
artifact from the noise sources above can be quite large.
[0010] The compression artifact should be filtered out
or the compression stopped for the rescuer or an auto-
mated shock-advisory algorithm to see the underlying
ECG rhythm to determine if a shock should be applied.
Otherwise, this artifact tends to mask the underlyingECG
rhythm, making it difficult for the rescuer or the automated
shock-advisory algorithm to determine if the patient
should be given a defibrillation shock.

[0011] FIGURE 3 shows an exemplary 23-second
ECG strip from a sudden cardiac arrest (SCA) patient
whose underlying rhythm is VF. The first half 50 of the
waveform is recorded during CPR and so shows the CPR
artifact signal superimposed over the VF signal. The sec-
ond half 60 is recorded after CPR has been paused and
hence, shows the VF signal without any CPR artifact sig-
nal. As seen, during CPR, the chest compression artifact
induced on the ECG masks the underlying VF rhythm. A
shock advisory algorithm could be fooled by the CPR
artifact on the left side 50 to erroneously recommend no-
shock advised. For the right side 60, however, since there
is no CPR artifacton the ECG, a shock advisory algorithm
can accurately detect the VF rhythm and advise shock.
[0012] Butithas been shown thatinterruptions in CPR
compressions to allow for such artifact-free ECG analysis
can be detrimental to the patient. It is now understood
that cardiac perfusion pressure drops rapidly during CPR
pauses, and that it takes approximately 15 seconds after
CPR compressions are resumed before cardiac per-
fusion pressure returns to therapeutic levels. FIGURE 4
illustrates the drop in cardiac perfusion pressure that oc-
curs when CPR is paused, as well as the significant
number of compressions required to regain peak pres-
sure after CPRis resumed. The CPR pauses have further
been shown to adversely affect the probability of resto-
ration of spontaneous circulation after the delivery of the
electrical shock.

[0013] A number of methods have been developed in
an attempt to determine an accurate ECG measurement
during CPR compressions. U.S. Patent Publication
2011/0105930 A1 entitled "TRUE ECG MEASURE-
MENT DURING CARDIO PULMONARY RESUSCITA-
TION BY ADAPTIVE PIECEWISE STITCHING ALGO-
RITHM", for example, discloses using a filter to remove
CPR artifact from the ECG. U.S. Patent No. 7,818,049
B2 entitled "ECG SIGNAL PROCESSOR AND METH-
OD" by Halperin et al additionally teaches the use of an
input from a handheld CPR force sensor to assist with
the filtering artifact from ECG. None of these filtering
methods have yet been adopted for use in determining
either an automated shock decision or for diagnosing a
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cardiac condition.

[0014] Document US 6021349 discloses a dual-mode
defibrillator comprising a set of monitoring electrodes and
a set of defibrillation electrodes, the monitoring elec-
trodes being connected to an ECG front end for producing
signals for a controller to use in determining the defibril-
lator operation in accordance with manual and automatic
procedures stored in a memory.

[0015] Document US 2008/0027338 discloses tech-
niques for determining whether one or more leads are
not adequately connected to a patient, e.g. for ECG mon-
itoring. The cable-type identification may allow a defibril-
lator to operate in, for example, operate in either a three-
wire ECG monitoring mode or a therapy mode.

[0016] Whatis needed therefore is an improved appa-
ratus and method for displaying an ECG and for diag-
nosing a shockable cardiac rhythm in the presence of
CPR-induced noise artifact. A solution to the need would
allow pauses between CPR and defibrillation to be short-
er or even eliminated. An ECG waveform having minimal
CPR artifact noise can enable a trained user to quickly
diagnose a shockable rhythm, via display, or would make
an automated shock advisory algorithm more accurate.
[0017] The inventors, having studied the differences
between ECG signals from limb leads and ECG signals
from defibrillation therapy pads, have learned that ECG
from limb lead electrodes, rather than pads, can contain
significantly less CPR artifact. Applying this learned
knowledge, the inventors have invented a defibrillator
and method as described herein that use ECG from limb
lead electrodes for display and monitoring of ECG even
when therapy pads are present. Exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention can be useful for both
manual and automated shock advisories.

[0018] The invention is defined by the claims. In ac-
cordance with the principles of the present invention, ex-
emplary embodiments of device, system and method for
selectively displaying an ECG on a defibrillator during a
cardiac resuscitation of a subject is described. For ex-
ample, an exemplary embodiment of the method can
comprise the steps of providing a defibrillator having a
display, a therapy electrodes connector, a monitoring
electrodes connector, a processor operable to obtain an
ECG responsive to inputs from either of the therapy elec-
trodes connector and the monitoring electrodes connec-
tor, and a controller operable to sense a connection of
therapy electrodes to the therapy electrodes connector
and operable to sense a connection of monitoring elec-
trodes to the monitoring electrodes connector, displaying
an ECG obtained from the therapy electrodes connector,
sensing both of the connection of a set of therapy elec-
trodes to the therapy electrodes connector and the con-
nection of a set of monitoring electrodes to the monitoring
electrodes connector, and automatically switching the
displaying of an ECG obtained from the therapy elec-
trodes connector to a displaying of an ECG obtained from
the monitoring electrodes connector responsive to the
sensing step. The method may optionally include the tog-
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gling of the display back to the therapy electrodes ECG
if the ECG is determined to be noise-free.

[0019] It is another object of the present invention to
describe an improved method for operating a defibrillator
during a cardiac resuscitation of a subject, an exemplary
embodiment of which can comprise the steps of providing
a defibrillator having a therapy electrodes connector, a
monitoring electrodes connector, a processor operable
to obtain an ECG responsive to inputs from either of the
therapy electrodes connector and the monitoring elec-
trodes connector and further operable to analyze the ob-
tained ECG to determine whether electrotherapy is indi-
cated, and a controller operable to sense a connection
oftherapy electrodes to the therapy electrodes connector
and operable to sense a connection of monitoring elec-
trodes to the monitoring electrodes connector, analyzing
an ECG obtained from the therapy electrodes connector,
sensing the connection ofboth a set of therapy electrodes
to the therapy electrodes connector and the connection
of a set of monitoring electrodes to the monitoring elec-
trodes connector, and automatically switching the ana-
lyzing of an ECG obtained from the therapy electrodes
connector to an analyzing of an ECG obtained from the
monitoring electrodes connector responsive to the sens-
ing step. The method may optionally include the toggling
of the analyzing back to the therapy electrodes ECG if
the ECG is determined to be noise-free.

[0020] It is yet another object of the invention to de-
scribe a defibrillator which incorporates the improved
ECG analysis method described above. For example, an
exemplary embodiment of the defibrillator can comprise
a therapy electrode connector operable to connect to a
set of electrotherapy electrodes, a monitoring electrode
connector operable to connect to a set of monitoring elec-
trodes, a processor operable to analyze an ECG obtained
from either of the electrotherapy electrodes or the mon-
itoring electrodes and to determine a shock decision
based on the obtained ECG, a sensing means operable
to sense the connection of the set of monitoring elec-
trodes to the monitoring electrode connector and further
operable to automatically select a shock decision based
on the ECG obtained from the monitoring electrodes in
response to the sensed connection, and a high voltage
shock delivery circuit operable to deliver an electrother-
apy shock via the therapy electrode connector and elec-
trotherapy electrodes in response to the shock decision
based on the ECG obtained from the monitoring elec-
trodes. The sensing means can be hardware logic, soft-
ware logic, or a combination of the two. For example, the
sensing means can comprise one or more sensors and/or
controllers. Further, a sensor can comprise a controller.
The defibrillator can optionally include an artifact detector
for the therapy electrodes input, wherein the sensing
means is operable to toggle the shock decision source
back to the therapy electrodes ECG if the level of noise
artifact is below a predetermined noise level.

[0021] It is yet another object of the invention to de-
scribe a defibrillator which incorporates the improved
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ECG display method described above. An exemplary
embodiment of the defibrillator can comprise a therapy
electrode connector operable to connect to a set of elec-
trotherapy electrodes, a monitoring electrode connector
operable to connect to a set of monitoring electrodes, a
processor operable to obtain an ECG from either of the
electrotherapy electrodes or the monitoring electrodes,
a sensing means operable to sense the connection of
the set of monitoring electrodes to the monitoring elec-
trode connector and further operable to automatically se-
lect the ECG obtained from the monitoring electrodes for
display in response to the sensed connection, and a dis-
play operable to display the selected ECG. The sensing
means can be hardware logic, software logic, or a com-
bination of the two. For example, the sensing means can
comprise one or more sensors and/or controllers. Fur-
ther, a sensor can comprise a controller. The defibrillator
can optionally include an artifact detector for the therapy
electrodes input, wherein the sensing means is operable
to toggle the display back to the therapy electrodes ECG
ifthe level of noise artifactis below a predetermined noise
level.
[0022] IN THE DRAWINGS:

FIGURE 1 is an exemplary illustration of a defibril-
lator which is in use with a patient suffering from car-
diac arrest.

FIGURE 2 is an exemplary illustration of common
standard electrode positions relative to an adult pa-
tient for defibrillation and for cardiac monitoring.
FIGURE 3is anexemplaryillustration of a 23-second
ECG stripfroma sudden cardiac arrest (SCA) patient
whose underlying rhythm is VF.

FIGURE 4 is an exemplary illustration of the drop in
cardiac perfusion pressure that tends to occur when
CPR is paused, as well as the significant number of
compressions typically required to regain peak pres-
sure after CPR is resumed.

FIGURE 5 is an exemplary illustration of CPR-relat-
ed noise artifact on a patient having no cardiac
rhythm, i.e. in asystole, wherein the ECG signal is
obtained from the therapy pads.

FIGURE 6 is an exemplary illustration of CPR-relat-
ed noise artifact on a patient having no ECG, i.e. in
asystole, obtained from the monitoring electrodes.
FIGURE 7 is an exemplary illustration of a side by
side comparison of CPR artifact noise levels for ther-
apy pads and for monitoring electrodes.

FIGURE 8 is an exemplary illustration of CPR-relat-
ed noise artifact on a patient having no ECG, i.e. in
asystole, obtained from the therapy pads, plotted
with a chest force signal obtained from a CPR com-
pressions sensor.

FIGURE 9 is an exemplary illustration of CPR-relat-
ed noise artifact on a patient having no ECG, i.e. in
asystole, obtained from the monitoring electrodes,
plotted with a chest force signal obtained from a CPR
compressions sensor.
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FIGURE 10 is an exemplary illustration of CPR-re-
lated noise artifact on a patient that has a cardiac
rhythm, obtained from the therapy pads, plotted with
a chest force signal obtained from a CPR compres-
sions sensor.

FIGURE 11 is an exemplary illustration of CPR-re-
lated noise artifact on a patient that has a cardiac
rhythm, obtained from the monitoring electrodes,
plotted with a chest force signal obtained froma CPR
compressions sensor.

FIGURE 12 is an exemplary block diagram of a de-
fibrillator constructed in accordance with the princi-
ples of the present invention.

FIGURE 13 is an exemplary illustration of a process
flow diagram according to one embodiment of the
inventive method, showing the method of determin-
ing the display source of the ECG.

FIGURE 14 is an exemplary illustration of a process
flow diagram according to one embodiment of the
inventive method, showing the method of determin-
ing shock analysis source for the defibrillator.

[0023] With further reference to the figures, FIGURE
5 illustrates an exemplary 23-second ECG strip from a
subject patient with no underlying cardiac rhythm. The
top panel indicates an ECG signal obtained from therapy
pads during CPR. The ECG trace 52 indicates pure CPR
artifact on the therapy pads. The bottom panel shows the
impedance between the pads, where each peak corre-
sponds to a CPR compression. Thus the bottom trace
54 indicates pure CPR-induced therapy pad impedance.
It can be seen by FIGURE 5 the large corresponding
oscillations, >20 milliVolts (mV), in the pad ECG which
is CPR artifact. The ECG amplitude scale is -16 to 16
mV. The corresponding impedance variation is between
+113 milliOhms (mOhm) and 92 mOhm, where the im-
pedance amplitude scale is +113.82 to +83.82 mOhm.
[0024] FIGURE 6 illustrates another exemplary 23-
second ECG strip from a subject patient with no under-
lying cardiac rhythm. This top panel indicates an ECG
signal obtained from the Lead Il monitoring electrodes
during CPR. The ECG trace 62 indicates pure CPR arti-
fact on the monitoring electrodes. The bottom panel
shows the impedance between the therapy pads, where
each peak also corresponds to a CPR compression.
Thus the bottom trace 64 indicates pure CPR-induced
therapy pad impedance. It can be seen by FIGURE 6 the
much smaller corresponding oscillations, about 1 mV, in
the monitoring electrode ECG which is CPR artifact. The
ECG amplitude scale is -16 to 16 mV. The corresponding
impedance varies between +198 mOhm and 95 mOhm,
where the impedance amplitude scale is +198.232 to
+48.232 mOhm. One can deduce that the magnitude of
pure CPR-induced artifact on the ECG is smaller on the
monitoring electrodes than on the therapy pads.

[0025] FIGURE 7 illustrates a side by side comparison
of CPR artifact noise levels for therapy pads and for mon-
itoring electrodes, over alonger time frame. The twolarge
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sets of oscillations 72 in the first half are the ECG from
pads; the smaller oscillations 74 on the right half are from
Lead Il monitoring electrodes. Here it again can be seen
that the magnitude of pure CPR-induced artifact on the
ECG is smaller on the monitoring electrodes than on the
therapy pads.

[0026] FIGURE 8 illustrates CPR-related noise artifact
on a patient having no ECG, i.e. in asystole, obtained
from the therapy pads, plotted with a chest force signal
obtained from a CPR compressions sensor, such as from
the Q-CPR sensor manufactured by Philips Medical Sys-
tems, Andover Massachusetts. The approximately 10-
second ECG strip is obtained from a subject patient with
no underlying cardiac rhythm. The top panelindicates an
ECG signal obtained from therapy pads during CPR. The
ECG trace 82 indicates pure CPR artifact on the therapy
pads. The center panel shows the impedance between
the pads, where each peak corresponds to a CPR com-
pression. Thus the middle trace 84 indicates pure CPR-
induced therapy pad impedance. It can be seen by FIG-
URE 8 the large corresponding oscillations, >8mV, in the
pad ECG whichis CPR artifact. The ECG amplitude scale
is -4 to 4 mV. The corresponding impedance variation is
about6.25mOhm, where the impedance amplitude scale
is +123.3 to +103.3 mOhm. The major oscillations in the
ECG correspond to CPR compressions, whose locations
are shown by the oscillations inimpedance and the chest
force sensor trace 86 shown in the bottom panel.
[0027] FIGURE 9illustrates CPR-related noise artifact
on a patient having no ECG, i.e. in asystole, obtained
from the monitoring electrodes, plotted with a chest force
signal obtained from a CPR compressions sensor. The
top panel indicates an ECG signal obtained from moni-
toring electrodes Lead Il during CPR. The ECG trace 92
indicates pure CPR artifact on the monitoring electrodes
Lead Il. The center panel shows the impedance between
the therapy pads, where each peak corresponds to a
CPR compression. Thus the middle trace 94 indicates
pure CPR-induced therapy pad impedance. It can be
seen by FIGURE 9 the much smaller corresponding os-
cillations in the monitoring electrode ECG which is CPR
artifact. The ECG amplitude scale is again - 4 to 4 mV.
The corresponding impedance variation is about 2.5 mO-
hm, where the impedance amplitude scale is +123.3 to
+103.3 mOhm. The minor oscillations in the ECG corre-
spond to CPR compressions, whose locations are shown
by the oscillations in impedance and the chest force sen-
sor trace 96 shown in the bottom panel.

[0028] FIGURE 10 illustrates CPR-related noise arti-
fact as obtained from therapy pads placed on a patient
that has a cardiac rhythm. Again, the ECG trace 102 is
plotted with a pad-pad impedance signal 104 and a chest
force signal 106 obtained from a CPR compressions sen-
sor. The ECG amplitude scale is -2 to 2 mV. The corre-
spondingimpedance variation is about 3.1 mOhm, where
the impedance amplitude scale is +143.8 to +93.8 mO-
hm. Like in FIGURE 8, the major oscillations in the ECG
correspond to CPR compressions, whose locations are
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shown by the oscillations in impedance and chest force.
The underlying cardiac rhythm in the ECG is effectively
obscured by the CPR artifact.

[0029] In contrast, FIGURE 11 illustrates CPR-related
noise artifact as obtained from monitoring electrodes at
Lead Il placed on a patient that has a cardiac rhythm.
Similar to that in FIGURES 8-10, the ECG trace 112 is
plotted with a therapy pad-pad impedance signal 114 and
a chest force signal 116 obtained from a CPR compres-
sions sensor. The ECG amplitude scale is -2 to 2 mV. It
is observed here that only minor oscillations in the ECG
result from CPR compressions, whose locations are
shown by the oscillations in impedance and chest force.
The underlying cardiacrhythmis clearin the ECG despite
the CPR compressions.

[0030] The inventors have learned from the afore-de-
scribed data that the ECG from relatively small monitor-
ing electrodes placed on the patient’s shoulders and low-
er abdomen generally have less CPR artifact compared
to ECG from the relatively larger multifunction therapy
pads. It should be noted that the ECG from monitoring
electrodes may still contain some residual CPR artifact
(as seen in the above figures), and thus may still benefit
from additional filtering such as that described in U.S.
application number 61/654143 entitled "Method and Ap-
paratus for Analyzing Cardiac Rhythm During CPR", filed
June 1, 2012, the entire disclosure of which is incorpo-
rated herein by reference.

[0031] For convenience in this description, the display
and use of ECG from limb lead electrodes is referred to
as the "LeadView" feature.

[0032] An advanced life support (ALS) defibrillator or
a basic life support (BLS) AED device may be manufac-
tured with the LeadView option. The defibrillator gener-
ally must allow input from both multifunction pads and
limb lead electrodes. Current ALS defibrillators have this
capability, but it is believed that this would be new capa-
bility for an AED device. When both pads and lead elec-
trodes are applied to the patient, priority is given to the
ECG from the lead electrodes for both display and input
to the shock advisory algorithm.

[0033] Now turningto FIGURE 12, illustrated is a block
diagram of an exemplary embodiment of a defibrillator
200 that is constructed in accordance with the principles
of the present invention. One embodiment of the defibril-
lator 200 comprises an ALS defibrillator operating in man-
ual mode, or a BLS AED that is capable of displaying an
ECG. When defibrillator 200 senses that both a set of
therapy pads 202 and limb lead monitoring electrodes
222 are attached to the patient, defibrillator 200 automat-
ically switches the source of ECG from the therapy pads
to the limb lead electrodes for display on a display 240.
This can permitthe trained rescuer to view the underlying
cardiac rhythm having the least CPR noise artifact during
continuous chest compressions. Furthermore, if the de-
fibrillator 200 is equipped with a CPR artifact reduction
algorithm, the ECG waveforms display 240 may show
the ECG from the monitoring electrodes after filtering by
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that algorithm.

[0034] Defibrillator 200 comprises two separate elec-
trode connectors carrying two different ECG data
streams. A therapy pads connector 204 operably con-
nects defibrillator 200 to the set of therapy pads 202.
Signals from the therapy pads 202 are passed via pads
connector 204 to a therapy pads ECG front end 206,
which converts the signals into a stream of pads ECG
data. The pads ECG data is then provided to processor
208.

[0035] Similarly, a monitoring electrodes connector
224 operably connects defibrillator 200 to the limb lead
electrodes 222. Preferably, the limb lead electrodes 222
are operable to be disposed on a patient in a standard
limb lead orientation. Signals from the limb lead elec-
trodes 222 are passed via electrodes connector 204 to
a monitoring electrodes ECG front end 226, which con-
verts the signals into streams of lead electrodes ECG
data. The electrodes ECG data is passed to processor
208.

[0036] An optional artifact noise detector 210 may be
disposed to receive ECG signals from therapy pads 202
in parallel to pads front end 206 in accordance with ex-
emplary embodiments of the present disclosure. The ar-
tifact detector 210 can be operable to obtain the level of
noise artifact, including CPR-related noise artifact on the
ECG obtained from the pads. One such circuit for deter-
mining noise artifactis described in coassigned U.S. Pat-
ent 5,902,249 entitled "Method and Apparatus for De-
tecting Artifacts Using Common-Mode Signals in Differ-
ential Signal Detectors" by Thomas J. Lyster, the entire
disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference.
Alternatively, the artifact detector 210 may be disposed
as described in aforementioned U.S. application number
61/654143, the entire disclosure of which is incorporated
herein by reference. The output of noise detector 210
may be either a pads noise level, or a determination
whether the obtained level of noise artifact is below a
predetermined noise level. The determination indicates
that CPR is not being performed and/or that the pads
ECG is sufficiently noise-free for further use. The noise
detector 210 level/decision is provided to processor 208.
[0037] Processor 208 can perform several functions
on the ECG streams that it obtains from the therapy pads
and the monitoring electrodes. For example, first, it ar-
ranges the ECG streams into a form appropriate for dis-
play. Processor 208 can also perform analysis on each
ECG stream to, for example, diagnose a particular car-
diac condition, and to provide a corresponding output
indication to display 240. In one exemplary embodiment
of the presentinvention, processor 208 can arrange both
ECG streams into form for simultaneous display on dis-
play 240. Processor 208 can further be disposed to filter
the ECG streams prior to display, such that noise artifact
is removed or reduced in the displayed ECG. Processor
208 can further use signals from artifact noise detector
210 to filter one or both of the ECG streams. Finally,
processor 208 can determine a level of noise artifact for
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indication on display 240, such as providing a message
of "CPR detected" or "noisy ECG, check electrodes”, in
response to the ECG streams and/or the noise detector
210 input. Preferably, processor 208 provides a display
outputfrom each ECG source, signified as "D" in FIGURE
12, for further selection and use by the system.

[0038] According to exemplary embodiments of the
present disclosure, defibrillator 200 further includes a
sensing means for sensing when the monitoring elec-
trodes have been attached to a patient, and for selecting
the ECG stream from the monitoring electrodes for dis-
play in response to the sensed attachment. Several
known methods for sensing the patient connection can
be used, including sensing a common mode signal be-
tween electrode connections at the monitoring electrode
connector, sensing an ECG signal at the ECG front end
226, sensing a patient-appropriate impedance between
electrodes, all of which can be supplemented with a sens-
ing of the electrode hardware to the monitoring elec-
trodes connector 224 itself. In a preferred embodiment,
the sensing means is disposed as a controller 216 and
a control switch 217 in a hardware circuit. A functionally
equivalent sensing means may also be embodied in soft-
ware with a microprocessor and memory, or as a soft-
ware/hardware state machine system.

[0039] In a preferred embodiment, controller 216 re-
ceives a signal from electrodes ECG front end 226 which
indicates that the set of monitoring electrodes 222 is con-
nected to the patient via the monitoring electrodes con-
nector 224. In response to the sensed connection, con-
troller 216 controls control switch 217 to automatically
switch a display source, signified by the "D" inputs from
processor 208, to the monitoring electrodes source. The
ECG signal from the monitoring electrodes 222 is thus
provided to display 240.

[0040] Controller 216 can optionally receive input from
artifact noise detector 210. If the detected level of noise
artifact is below a predetermined noise level, then con-
troller 216 may drive control switch 217 to toggle the ECG
display back to the therapy pads source. This option can
be desirable for some users that prefer to display ECG
from therapy pads whenever possible and useful, or in
situations where the therapy pads ECG display is more
accurate or easier to interpret than the monitoring elec-
trodes display, for example.

[0041] It will be appreciated by one having ordinary
skill in the art in view of teachings provided herein, that
the predetermined noise level can be determined by one
having ordinary skill in the art in view of the teachings
provided herein by conducting a series of trial and error
experiments that have varying amounts of known noise
and ECG signal levels present. Simulated ECG signal
data can be fed into the system under various conditions
of noise artifact presence, including CPR-related artifact.
This and other methods of finding such heuristic values
are well known to those skilled in the art.

[0042] It isto be noted that in the absence of the mon-
itoring electrodes, the nominal source of ECG display in
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defibrillator 200 is the same as that of prior art defibrilla-
tors, i.e. the therapy pads 202 ECG. Consequently, con-
troller 216 controls control switch 217 to route the therapy
pads 202 ECG via processor 208 to display 240 in the
absence of a sensed connection to the monitoring elec-
trodes 222.

[0043] In another exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, also illustrated by FIGURE 12, a defi-
brillator 200 processor 208 issues a shock advisory sig-
nal 228 to a high voltage circuit 230 if it determines that
the analyzed cardiac rhythm is treatable by electrother-
apy. Here, defibrillator 200 may be an ALS defibrillator
operating in AED mode or an AED. If the defibrillator of
this embodiment has a waveform display, it can display
the waveform on display 240 as specified above. When
both therapy pads 202 and limb lead monitoring elec-
trodes 222 are attached to the patient, the defibrillator
200 senses the condition and automatically switches the
source of ECG that is used by its automated shock ad-
visory algorithm from the therapy pads 202 to the limb
lead monitoring electrodes 222. This inventive practice
is different from currently available defibrillators, which
are known to exclusively use ECG from therapy pads as
input to the shock advisory algorithm. Furthermore, if the
defibrillator 200 is equipped with a CPR artifact reduction
algorithm, the ECG can be filtered by that algorithm prior
to use in the shock advisory algorithm.

[0044] Referring again to FIGURE 12, illustrated is a
block diagram of an exemplary embodiment of a defibril-
lator 200 that is constructed in accordance with an ex-
emplary embodiment of the shock advisory in accord-
ance with the present disclosure. The electrodes, con-
nectors, ECG front end, and artifact detector circuits are
essentially the same as previously described herein. In
this embodiment, though, when defibrillator 200 senses
that both a set of therapy pads 202 and limb lead moni-
toring electrodes 222 are attached to the patient, defibril-
lator 200 automatically switches the source of any shock
advisory signal issued from processor 208 from the ther-
apy pads to the limb lead electrodes for use as the shock
advisory signal 228 input to the defibrillator high voltage
shock delivery circuit 230. The shock delivery circuit 230
responsively arms and prepares a circuit to deliver a ther-
apeutic shock to the patient via pads 202. Shock delivery
may be semi-automatic or fully automatic as known in
the defibrillation art.

[0045] If the defibrillator 200 is equipped with a CPR
artifact reduction algorithm which also may have an input
from artifact detector 210, processor 208 can filter the
obtained ECG prior to analyzing the ECG for a shock
advisory. The optional artifact noise detector 210 can, as
previously described, develop an artifact level/decision
that is provided to processor 208.

[0046] Processor208 analyzes both ECG streams that
it obtains from the therapy pads and the monitoring elec-
trodes. Each ECG stream analysis results in a shock or
no shock decision, as indicated by the two "S" outputs
shown in FIGURE 12. Processor 208 can further be dis-
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posed to filter one or both of the ECG streams prior to
analysis for greater accuracy. Processor 208 can further
use signals from artifact noise detector 210 as an input
to the filtering function.

[0047] Defibrillator 200 can further include a sensing
means for sensing when the monitoring electrodes have
been attached to a patient, and for selecting the ECG
stream from the monitoring electrodes for analysis in re-
sponse to the sensed attachment. Several known meth-
ods for sensing the patient connection can be used, in-
cluding, e.g., sensing a common mode signal between
electrode connections at the monitoring electrode con-
nector, sensing an ECG signal at the ECG front end 226,
sensing a patient-appropriate impedance between elec-
trodes, all of which can be supplemented with a sensing
of the electrode hardware to the monitoring electrodes
connector 224 itself. In a preferred embodiment, the
sensing means is disposed as controller 216 and a con-
trol switch 217 in a hardware circuit. A functionally equiv-
alent sensing means can also be embodied in software
with a microprocessor and memory, or as a soft-
ware/hardware state machine system.

[0048] In a preferred embodiment, controller 216 re-
ceives a signal from electrodes ECG front end 226 which
indicates that the set of monitoring electrodes 222 is con-
nected to the patient via the monitoring electrodes con-
nector 224. In response to the sensed connection, con-
troller 216 controls control switch 217 to automatically
switch a shock advisory source, signified by the "S" inputs
from processor 208, to the monitoring electrodes source.
The shock advisory signal resulting from the monitoring
electrodes 222 ECGiis thus provided as a shock advisory
signal 228 to shock delivery circuit 230.

[0049] Controller 216 can optionally receive input from
artifact noise detector 210. If the detected level of noise
artifact is below a predetermined noise level, then con-
troller 216 may drive control switch 217 to toggle the
shock advisory source back to the therapy pads source.
This option can be desirable in situations where the ther-
apy pads shock advisory algorithm is more accurate than
the monitoring electrodes shock advisory algorithm, and
provides more analyses that are in accordance with the
current practice of determining electrotherapy from the
same source as through which it is delivered.

[0050] It will be appreciated by one having ordinary
skill in the art in view of the teachings provided herein
that the predetermined noise level for shock advisory can
be different than that for a display decision. The proper
predetermined noise level can be determined by one hav-
ing ordinary skill in the art in view of the teachings pro-
vided herein by conducting a series of trial and error ex-
periments that have varying amounts of known noise and
ECG signal levels present. Simulated ECG signal data
can be fed into the system under various conditions of
noise artifact presence, including CPR-related artifact.
This and other methods of finding such heuristic values
should be known to one having ordinary skill in the art.
[0051] It is also to be noted that in the absence of the
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monitoring electrodes, the nominal source of shock ad-
vice in defibrillator 200 is generally the same as that of
existing defibrillators, e.g., the therapy pads 202 ECG.
Consequently, controller 216 controls control switch 217
to route the therapy pads 202 ECG via processor 208 to
display 240 in the absence of a sensed connection to the
monitoring electrodes 222.

[0052] According to exemplary embodiments of the
present disclosure, the use of lead electrode ECG for
display and shock advisory can be a user-configurable
option on the defibrillator. For example, this option can
be configured during set-up of the defibrillator, or it can
be turned "ON" or "OFF" during the resuscitation by press
of a button, not shown.

[0053] FIGURE 13 illustrates a process flow diagram
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, showing, for example, amethod of determining
the display source of the ECG 300. The exemplary meth-
od initiates by providing a defibrillator in defibrillation
mode at step 310, the defibrillator disposed similarly to
that described previously, e.g., having a therapy pads
connector, a monitoring electrodes connector, a proces-
sor operable to obtain an electrocardiogram (ECG) re-
sponsive to inputs from either of the therapy pads con-
nector and the monitoring electrodes connector, and a
controller operable to sense a connection of therapy pads
to the therapy pads connector and operable to sense a
connection of monitoring electrodes to the monitoring
electrodes connector.

[0054] For example, at the beginning of the cardiac
rescue event, the defibrillator is activated by the user. At
this time, the defibrillator begins operation, and in most
cases the display source defaults to the therapy pads
ECG obtained via the therapy electrodes connector at
step 314. The default display serves to initially guide the
rescuer as to placement of the therapy pads for as rapid
a delivery of needed electrotherapy as possible. A pad
placement loop then begins at step 318 of sensing the
connection of the therapy pads. As long as the therapy
pads remain unconnected, the defibrillator continues to
provide aural and visual guidance to the operator to con-
nectthem. Inthose rescues in which defibrillation is clear-
ly not needed, the user can override the pad placement
loop, and exit the method altogether.

[0055] When therapy pads are detected as connected
and on the patient, the method proceeds to step 320,
sensing the connection of the monitoring electrodes. An-
other guidance loop can be entered in this step, allowing
the defibrillator to prompt the user to place the monitoring
electrodes on the subject patient. When so accom-
plished, patient ECG signals are being received by both
of the therapy pads and the monitoring electrodes. Re-
sponsive to step 320, the display is automatically
switched from the default therapy pads source of ECG
signals to the monitoring electrodes ECG signals at step
322. In this state, both pads and electrodes are connect-
ed, and the ECG displayed on the defibrillator is the mon-
itoring electrodes source of ECG which presumably has
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the lower level of CPR-related noise artifact. In order to
further reduce the level of noise artifact, a filtering step
can be performed on the monitoring electrodes ECG prior
to the displaying step.

[0056] FIGURE 13 also illustrates an optional step of
analyzing the therapy pads ECG for artifact, including
CPR-related noise, at step 324. Step 324 is repeated in
alooping function as long as any ECG is displayed. Dur-
ing those periods of time in which the therapy pads ECG
is determined to be noise-free, then the display source
toggles back to the therapy pads ECG. This option can
be desirable, e.g., for some users that prefer to display
ECG from therapy pads whenever possible and useful,
or in situations where the therapy pads ECG display is
more accurate or easier to interpret than the monitoring
electrodes display.

[0057] FIGURE 14 illustrates a process flow diagram
according to another embodiment of the inventive meth-
od, showing a method of operating a defibrillator during
a cardiac resuscitation 400, and more specifically for se-
lecting an optimal shock analysis source. The method
initiates by providing a defibrillator in defibrillation mode
at step 310, the defibrillator disposed similarly to that de-
scribed previously, e.g., having a therapy pads connec-
tor, a monitoring electrodes connector, a processor op-
erable to analyze the obtained ECG to determine whether
electrotherapy is indicated responsive to inputs from ei-
ther of the therapy pads connector and the monitoring
electrodes connector, and a controller operable to sense
a connection of therapy pads to the therapy pads con-
nector and operable to sense a connection of monitoring
electrodes to the monitoring electrodes connector.
[0058] At the beginning of the cardiac rescue event,
the defibrillator is activated by the user. At this time, the
defibrillator begins operation, and in most cases the
shock analysis source defaults to the therapy pads ECG
obtained via the therapy electrodes connector at step
414. As before, a pad placement loop begins at step 418
of sensing the connection of the therapy pads, which al-
lows the defibrillator to automatically guide the rescuer
as to placement of the therapy pads for as rapid a delivery
of needed electrotherapy as possible. As long as the ther-
apy pads remain unconnected, the defibrillator continues
to provide aural and visual guidance to the operator to
connect them. In those rescues in which defibrillation is
clearly not needed, the user can override the pad place-
ment loop, and exit the method altogether.

[0059] When therapy pads are detected as connected
and on the subject patient, analysis begins on the ECG
from the therapy pads via the therapy electrodes con-
nector. While analysis is occurring, the method proceeds
to step 420, sensing the connection of the monitoring
electrodes. Another guidance loop can be entered in this
step, allowing the defibrillator to prompt the user to place
the monitoring electrodes on the subject patient. When
so accomplished, analysis begins on the patient ECG
signals being received by the monitoring electrodes as
well. In this state, ECG in both of the therapy pads and
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the monitoring electrodes are being analyzed for the ad-
visement of electrotherapy. But responsive to step 420,
the shock decision source is automatically switched from
the default therapy pads source of ECG signals to the
monitoring electrodes ECG signals at step 422. In this
state, both pads and electrodes are connected, and the
shock advisory source signal being provided to the defi-
brillator's shock delivery circuit is from the monitoring
electrodes source of ECG, presumably the source having
has the lower level of CPR-related noise artifact. In order
to further reduce the level of noise artifact, a filtering step
may be performed on the monitoring electrodes ECG pri-
or to the analyzing step.

[0060] FIGURE 14 also illustrates an optional step, in
accordance with exemplary embodiments of the present
invention, of analyzing the therapy pads ECG for artifact,
including for CPR-related noise, at step 424. Step 424 is
repeated in a looping function as long as any shock anal-
ysis is occurring. During those periods of time in which
the therapy pads ECG is determined to be noise-free,
then the shock advisory source toggles back to the ther-
apy pads ECG. This option can be desirable for some
users that prefer to use ECG from therapy pads because
of local operating protocol, or in situations where the ther-
apy pads ECG shock advisory algorithm is more accurate
than the monitoring electrodes algorithm, for example.
[0061] One having ordinary skill in the art should ap-
preciate that modifications to the exemplary device, sys-
tem and method as herein are encompassed within the
scope of the present invention. For example, references
here to "limb lead electrodes" or "electrode lead" ECG
may include ECG from any of the standard limb leads I,
I, I, aVR, aVL, aVF. Although in practice leads V1, V2,
V3, V4, V5, or V6, or any other precordial or right sided
ECG lead would likely be less optimal for use in the in-
ventive apparatus and methods due to their proximity to
the site of CPR compressions (sternum), the invention
is not limited by excluding the possible use of these leads.
[0062] Furthermore, the placement of the limb lead
electrodes may be either on the Mason-Likar (on torso)
locations used routinely for continuous ECG monitoring
(Left and Right Arm electrodes on shoulders or clavicles;
leg electrodes on lower abdomen), or positioned in the
standard 12-lead diagnostic locations of wrists and an-
kles.

[0063] A further embodiment can allow display of both
ECG from therapy pads and ECG monitoring leads si-
multaneously (in different waveform areas of the device’s
display). In this embodiment, any ECG waveform may
be labeled appropriately as "PADS" or "LEAD X" (where
X corresponds to the user selected standard limb leads
such as |, I1, lll, aVR, AVL, aVF).

[0064] Further, as one having ordinary skill in the art
will appreciate in view of the teachings provided herein,
features, elements, components, etc. described in the
present disclosure/specification and/or depicted in the
appended Figures may be implemented in various com-
binations of hardware and software, and provide func-
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tions which may be combined in a single element or mul-
tiple elements. For example, the functions of the various
features, elements, components, etc. shown/illustrat-
ed/depicted in the Figure can be provided through the
use of dedicated hardware as well as hardware capable
of executing software in association with appropriate soft-
ware. When provided by a processor, the functions can
be provided by a single dedicated processor, by a single
shared processor, or by a plurality of individual proces-
sors, some of which can be shared and/or multiplexed.
Moreover, explicit use of the term "processor" or "con-
troller" should not be construed to refer exclusively to
hardware capable of executing software, and can implic-
itly include, without limitation, digital signal processor
("DSP") hardware, memory (e.g., read-only memory
("ROM") for storing software, random access memory
("RAM"), non-volatile storage, etc.) and virtually any
means and/or machine (including hardware, software,
firmware, combinations thereof, etc.) which is capable of
(and/or configurable) to perform and/or control a process.
[0065] Moreover, all statements herein reciting princi-
ples, aspects, and embodiments of the invention, as well
as specific examples thereof, are intended to encompass
both structural and functional equivalents thereof. Addi-
tionally, it is intended that such equivalents include both
currently known equivalents as well as equivalents de-
veloped in the future (e.g., any elements developed that
can perform the same or substantially similar function,
regardless of structure). Thus, for example, it will be ap-
preciated by one having ordinary skill in the art in view
of the teachings provided herein that any block diagrams
presented herein can represent conceptual views of il-
lustrative system components and/or circuitry embody-
ing the principles of the invention. Similarly, one having
ordinary skill in the art should appreciate in view of the
teachings provided herein that any flow charts, flow dia-
grams and the like can represent various processes
which can be substantially represented in computer read-
able storage media and so executed by a computer, proc-
essor or other device with processing capabilities, wheth-
er or not such computer or processor is explicitly shown.
[0066] Furthermore, exemplary embodiments of the
present invention can take the form of a computer pro-
gram product accessible from a computer-usable and/or
computer-readable storage medium providing program
code and/or instructions for use by or in connection with,
e.g., a computer or any instruction execution system. In
accordance with the present disclosure, a computer-us-
able or computer readable storage medium can be any
apparatus that can, e.g., include, store, communicate,
propagate or transport the program for use by or in con-
nection with the instruction execution system, apparatus
or device. Such exemplary medium can be, e.g., an elec-
tronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared or
semiconductor system (or apparatus or device) or a prop-
agation medium. Examples of a computer-readable me-
dium include, e.g., a semiconductor or solid state mem-
ory, magnetic tape, a removable computer diskette, a
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random access memory (RAM), a read-only memory
(ROM), flash (drive), a rigid magnetic disk and an optical
disk. Current examples of optical disks include compact
disk - read only memory (CD-ROM), compact disk -
read/write (CD-R/W) and DVD. Further, it should be un-
derstood that any new computer-readable medium which
may hereafter be developed should also be considered
as computer-readable medium as may be used or re-
ferred to in accordance with exemplary embodiments of
the present invention and disclosure.

[0067] Havingdescribed preferred and exemplary em-
bodiments for systems, devices, and methods for moni-
toring a subject cardiac rhythm during the application of
cardio-pulmonary resuscitation (CPR) (which embodi-
ments are intended to be illustrative and not limiting), it
is noted that modifications and variations can be made
by persons skilled in the art in light of the teachings pro-
vided herein (including the appended Figures). Itis there-
fore to be understood that changes can be made in/to
the preferred and exemplary embodiments of the present
disclosure which are within the scope of the embodi-
ments disclosed herein.

Claims

1. A method for selectively displaying an ECG (314) on
a defibrillator during a cardiac resuscitation of a sub-
ject, comprising the steps of:

providing a defibrillator (310) having a display,
a therapy electrodes connector, a monitoring
electrodes connector, a processor operable to
obtain an electrocardiogram (ECG) responsive
to inputs from either of the therapy electrodes
connector and the monitoring electrodes con-
nector, and a controller operable to sense a con-
nection of therapy electrodes to the therapy
electrodes connector and operable to sense a
connection of monitoring electrodes to the mon-
itoring electrodes connector;

displaying an ECG (314) obtained from the ther-
apy electrodes connector;

sensing both of a connection of a set of therapy
electrodes to the therapy electrodes connector
(318) and a connection of a set of monitoring
electrodes to the monitoring electrodes connec-
tor (320); and

automatically switching the displaying (322) of
an ECG obtained from the therapy electrodes
connector to a displaying of an ECG obtained
from the monitoring electrodes connector re-
sponsive to the sensing step.

2. The method of Claim 1, further comprising a filtering
step of filtering the ECG from the monitoring elec-
trodes prior to the displaying step.
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The method of Claim 1, further comprising a step of
toggling the display back to the ECG obtained from
the therapy electrodes connector subsequent to the
automatically switching step.

The method of Claim 3, wherein the toggling step is
automatic based on a sensed noise-free ECG ob-
tained from the therapy electrodes connector.

A defibrillator (200) comprising:

a therapy electrodes connector (204) operable
to connect to a set of therapy electrodes;
amonitoring electrode connector (224) operable
to connect to a set of monitoring electrodes;

a processor (208) operable to obtain an ECG
from either of the therapy electrodes or the mon-
itoring electrodes;

a sensor operable to sense both of the connec-
tion of the set of monitoring electrodes to the
monitoring electrode connector and the connec-
tion of the set of therapy electrodes to the ther-
apy electrodes connector, and further operable
to automatically select the ECG obtained from
the monitoring electrodes for display in re-
sponse to the sensed connection; and

a display (240) operable to display the selected
ECG.

The defibrillator of Claim 5, wherein the processor
is operable to filter the obtained ECG for removing
noise artifact.

The defibrillator of Claim 5, wherein the sensor com-
prises a controller (216, 217).

The defibrillator of Claim 5, wherein the sensor is
further operable to automatically select the ECG ob-
tained from the therapy electrodes in an absence of
a sensed connection of the set of monitoring elec-
trodes to the monitoring electrode connector.

The defibrillator of Claim 5, wherein the monitoring
electrodes are operable to be disposed on a patient
in a standard limb lead orientation.

10. The defibrillator of Claim 5, further comprising:

an artifact detector (210) operable to determine
the level of noise artifact on the ECG obtained
from the therapy electrodes,

wherein the sensor is further operable to toggle
the ECG for display from the ECG obtained from
the monitoring electrodes to the ECG obtained
from the therapy electrodes if the level of noise
artifact is below a predetermined noise level.

11. The defibrillator of claim 5, further comprising:
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a high voltage shock delivery circuit (230);
wherein the processor is further operable to an-
alyze the ECG obtained from either of the ther-
apy electrodes or the monitoring electrodes, and
to determine a shock decision based on the ob-
tained ECG;

wherein the sensor is further operable to auto-
matically select a shock decision based on the
ECG obtained from the monitoring electrodes in
response to the sensed connection; and
wherein the high voltage shock delivery circuit
is operable to deliver an electrotherapy shock
via the therapy electrodes connector and ther-
apy electrodes inresponse to the shock decision
based on the ECG obtained from the monitoring
electrodes.

12. The defibrillator of claim 11, wherein the sensor is

further operable to automatically select a shock de-
cision based on the ECG obtained from the therapy
electrodes in the absence of a sensed connection of
the set of monitoring electrodes to the monitoring
electrode connector; and

wherein the high voltage shock delivery circuit is fur-
ther operable to deliver the electrotherapy shock via
the therapy electrodes connector and the therapy
electrodes in response to the shock decision based
on the ECG obtained from the therapy electrodes.

Patentanspriiche

Verfahren zum selektiven Anzeigen eines EKG
(314) auf einem Defibrillator wahrend einer Herzwie-
derbelebung eines Subjekts, umfassend die Schrit-
te:

Bereitstellen eines Defibrillators (310) mit einer
Anzeige, einem Therapieelektrodenverbinder,
einem Uberwachungselektrodenverbinder, ei-
nem Prozessor, der betriebsfahig ist, ein Elek-
trokardiogramm (EKG) in Reaktion auf Einga-
ben von jedem des Therapieelektrodenverbin-
ders und des Uberwachungselektrodenverbin-
ders zu erhalten, und ein Steuergerat, das be-
triebsfahig ist, eine Verbindung von Therapiee-
lektroden mitdem Therapieelektrodenverbinder
zu erfassen und, das betriebsfahig ist, eine Ver-
bindung von Uberwachungselektroden mit dem
Uberwachungselektrodenverbinder zu erfas-
sen;

Anzeigen eines EKG (314), das vom Therapie-
elektrodenverbinder erhalten wird;

Erfassen sowohl einer Verbindung eines Satzes
von Therapieelektroden mit dem Therapieelek-
trodenverbinder (318) wie auch einer Verbin-
dung eines Satzes von Uberwachungselektro-
den mit dem Uberwachungselektrodenverbin-
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der (320); und

automatisches Wechseln der Anzeige (322) ei-
nes EKG, das vom Therapieelektrodenverbin-
der erhalten wird, zu einer Anzeige eines EKG,
das vom Uberwachungselektrodenverbinder er-
halten wird, in Reaktion auf den Erfassungs-
schritt.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, weiterumfassend einen
Filterschritt zum Filtern des EKG aus den Uberwa-
chungselektroden vor dem Anzeigeschritt.

Verfahrennach Anspruch 1, weiterumfassend einen
Schritt zum Umschalten der Anzeige zurlick zum
EKG, das vom Therapieelektrodenverbinder erhal-
ten wird, nach dem automatischen Wechselschritt.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 3, wobei der Umschalt-
schritt automatisch stattfindet, basierend auf einem
erfassten rauschfreien EKG, das vom Therapieelek-
trodenverbinder erhalten wird.

Defibrillator (200), umfassend:

einen Therapieelektrodenverbinder (204), der
betriebsfahig ist, sich mit einem Satz von The-
rapieelektroden zu verbinden;

einen Uberwachungselektrodenverbinder
(224), der betriebsfahig ist, sich mit einem Satz
von Uberwachungselektroden zu verbinden;
einen Prozessor (208), der betriebsfahig ist, ein
EKG von entweder den Therapieelektroden
oderden Uberwachungselektroden zu erhalten;
einen Sensor, der betriebsfahig ist, sowohl die
Verbindung des Satzes von Uberwachungse-
lektroden mit dem Uberwachungselektroden-
verbinder wie auch die Verbindung des Satzes
von Therapieelektroden mit dem Therapieelek-
trodenverbinder zu erfassen, und weiter be-
triebsfahig ist, automatisch das EKG, das von
den Uberwachungselektroden erhalten wird, in
Reaktion auf die erfasste Verbindung zur Anzei-
ge auszuwahlen; und

eine Anzeige (240), die betriebsfahig ist, das
ausgewahlte EKG anzuzeigen.

Defibrillator nach Anspruch 5,

wobei der Prozessor betriebsfahig ist, das erhaltene
EKG zum Entfernen eines Rauschartefakts zu fil-
tern.

Defibrillator nach Anspruch 5,
wobei der Sensor ein Steuergerat (216, 217) um-
fasst.

Defibrillator nach Anspruch 5,
wobei der Sensor weiter betriebsfahig ist, automa-
tisch das EKG, das von den Therapieelektroden er-
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halten wird, in Abwesenheit einer erfassten Verbin-
dung des Satzes von Uberwachungselektroden mit
dem Uberwachungselektrodenverbinder auszu-
wahlen.

Defibrillator nach Anspruch 5,

wobei die Uberwachungselektroden betriebsfahig
sind, an einem Patienten in einer Standardgliedma-
Renleitungsausrichtung angeordnet zu werden.

10. Defibrillator nach Anspruch 5, weiter umfassend:

einen Artefaktdetektor (210), der betriebsfahig
ist, den Grad an Rauschartefakt auf dem EKG,
das von den Therapieelektroden erhalten wird,
zu ermitteln,

wobei der Sensor weiter betriebsfahig ist. das
EKG zur Anzeige vom EKG, das von den Uber-
wachungselektroden erhalten wird, zum EKG,
das von den Therapieelektroden erhalten wird,
umzuschalten, falls der Grad an Rauschartefakt
unterhalb eines vorbestimmten Rauschgrades
ist.

11. Defibrillator nach Anspruch 5, weiter umfassend:

einen  Hochspannungsschockabgabeschalt-
kreises (230);

wobei der Prozessor weiter betriebsfahig ist,
das EKG, das von entweder den Therapieelek-
troden oder den Uberwachungselektroden er-
halten wird, zu analysieren und eine Schockent-
scheidung basierend auf dem erhaltenen EKG
zu ermitteln;

wobei der Sensor weiter betriebsfahig ist, auto-
matisch eine Schockentscheidung basierend
aufdem EKG, das von den Uberwachungselek-
troden erhalten wird, in Reaktion auf die erfasste
Verbindung auszuwahlen; und

wobei der Hochspannungsschockabgabe-
schaltkreis betriebsfahig ist, einen Elektrothera-
pieschock Uber den Therapieelektrodenverbin-
der und Therapieelektroden in Reaktion auf die
Schockentscheidung basierend auf dem EKG,
das von den Uberwachungselektroden erhalten
wird, zu liefern.

12. Defibrillator nach Anspruch 11,

wobei der Sensor weiter betriebsfahig ist, automa-
tisch eine Schockentscheidung basierend auf dem
EKG, das von den Therapieelektroden erhalten wird,
in Abwesenheit einer erfassten Verbindung des Sat-
zes von Uberwachungselektroden mit dem Uberwa-
chungselektrodenverbinder auszuwéhlen; und

wobei der Hochspannungsschockabgabeschalt-
kreis weiter betriebsfahig ist, den Elektrotherapie-
schock Uiber den Therapieelektrodenverbinder und
die Therapieelektroden in Reaktion auf die Schock-
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entscheidung, basierend auf dem EKG, das von den
Therapieelektroden erhalten wird, zu liefern.

Revendications

Procédé pour afficher de maniére sélective un ECG
(314) sur un défibrillateur pendant une réanimation
cardiaque d’un sujet, comprenant les étapes de :

fourniture d’'un défibrillateur (310) ayant un affi-
cheur, un connecteur d’électrodes de thérapie,
un connecteur d’électrodes de surveillance, un
processeur pouvant étre mis en oeuvre pour ob-
tenir un électrocardiogramme (ECG) en répon-
se a des entrées provenant de n'importe lequel
du connecteur d’électrodes de thérapie et du
connecteur d’électrodes de surveillance, et une
unité de commande pouvant étre mise en
oeuvre pour détecter une connexion d’électro-
des de thérapie au connecteur d’électrodes de
thérapie et pouvant étre mise en oeuvre pour
détecter une connexion d’électrodes de sur-
veillance au connecteur d’électrodes de
surveillance ;

affichage d’'un ECG (314) obtenu en provenan-
ce du connecteur d’électrodes de thérapie ;
détection tant d’'une connexion d’'un ensemble
d’électrodes de thérapie au connecteur d’élec-
trodes de thérapie (318) que d’'une connexion
d’'un ensemble d’électrodes de surveillance au
connecteur d’électrodes de surveillance (320) ;
et

commutation automatique de l'affichage (322)
d’'un ECG obtenu a partir du connecteur d’élec-
trodes de thérapie pour un affichage d'un ECG
obtenu a partir du connecteur d’électrodes de
surveillance en réponse a I'étape de détection.

Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre une étape de filtrage consistant a filtrer 'TECG
a partir des électrodes de surveillance avant I'étape
d’affichage.

Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre une étape consistant a basculer 'affichage en
retour a 'TECG obtenu a partir du connecteur d’élec-
trodes de thérapie suite a I'étape automatique de
commutation.

Procédé selon larevendication 3, danslequel I'étape
de basculement est automatique sur la base d'un
ECG sans bruit détecté obtenu a partir du connec-
teur d’électrodes de thérapie.

Défibrillateur (200) comprenant :

un connecteur d’électrodes de thérapie (204)
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pouvant étre mis en oeuvre pour connexion a
un ensemble d’électrodes de thérapie ;

un connecteur d’électrodes de surveillance
(224) pouvant étre mis en oeuvre pour con-
nexion a un ensemble d’électrodes de
surveillance ;

un processeur (208) pouvant étre mis en oeuvre
pour obtenir un ECG a partir des unes ou des
autres des électrodes de thérapie ou des élec-
trodes de surveillance ;

un capteur pouvant étre mis en oeuvre pour dé-
tecter tant la connexion de 'ensemble d’électro-
des de surveillance au connecteur d’électrodes
de surveillance que la connexion de 'ensemble
d’électrodes de thérapie au connecteur d’élec-
trodes de thérapie, et pouvant en outre étre mis
en oeuvre pour sélectionner automatiquement
'ECG obtenu a partir des électrodes de sur-
veillance pour affichage en réponse a la con-
nexion détectée ; et

un afficheur (240) pouvant étre mis en oeuvre
pour afficher TECG sélectionné.

Défibrillateur selon la revendication 5, dans lequel
le processeur peut étre mis en oeuvre au filtre 'TECG
obtenu pour enlever I'artefact de bruit.

Défibrillateur selon la revendication 5, dans lequel
le capteur comprend une unité de commande (216,
217).

Défibrillateur selon la revendication 5, dans lequel
le capteur peut en outre étre mis en oeuvre pour
sélectionner automatiquement 'ECG obtenu a partir
des électrodes de thérapie en I'absence d’une con-
nexion détectée de 'ensemble d’électrodes de sur-
veillance au connecteur d’électrodes de surveillan-
ce.

Défibrillateur selon la revendication 5, dans lequel
les électrodes de surveillance peuvent étre mises en
oeuvre pour étre disposées sur un patient selon une
orientation standard en dérivation de membre.

Défibrillateur selon la revendication 5, comprenant
en outre :

un détecteur d’artefact (210) pouvant étre mis
en oeuvre pour déterminer le niveau d’artefact
de bruit sur 'TECG obtenu a partir des électrodes
de thérapie,

dans lequel le capteur peut en outre étre mis en
oeuvre pour basculer TECG pour affichage a
partir de 'ECG obtenu a partir des électrodes
de surveillance vers 'ECG obtenu a partir des
électrodes de thérapie si le niveau d’artefact de
bruit est au-dessous d’un niveau de bruit prédé-
terminé.
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11. Défibrillateur selon la revendication 5, comprenant
en outre :

un circuit de délivrance de choc a haute tension
(230) ; 5
dans lequel le processeur peut en outre étre mis

en oeuvre pour analyser 'ECG obtenu a partir

des unes ou des autres des électrodes de thé-
rapie ou des électrodes de surveillance et pour
déterminer une décision de choc surla base de 70
'ECG obtenu ;

dans lequel le capteur peut en outre étre mis en
oeuvre pour sélectionner automatiquement une
décision de choc sur la base de 'ECG obtenu a
partir des électrodes de surveillance enréponse 15
a la connexion détectée ; et

dans lequel le circuit de délivrance de choc a
haute tension peut étre mis en oeuvre pour dé-
livrer unchoc d’électrothérapie via le connecteur
d’électrodes de thérapie etles électrodes dethé- 20
rapie en réponse a la décision de choc sur la
base de 'ECG obtenu a partir des électrodes de
surveillance.

12. Défibrillateur selon la revendication 11, 25
dans lequel le capteur peut en outre étre mis en
oeuvre pour sélectionner automatiquement une dé-
cision de choc sur la base de 'ECG obtenu a partir
des électrodes de thérapie en I'absence d’une con-
nexion détectée de I'ensemble d’électrodes de sur- 30
veillance au connecteur d’électrodes de
surveillance ; et
dans lequel le circuit de délivrance de choc a haute
tension peut en outre étre mis en oeuvre pour délivrer
le choc d’électrothérapie via le connecteur d’électro- 35
des de thérapie et les électrodes de thérapie en ré-
ponse a la décision de choc sur la base de ITECG
obtenu a partir des électrodes de thérapie.
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