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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT iationa! Application No
PCT/US 03/07322

A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER

IPC 7 AblBb/12 R61B5/00 A6187/00

Actording 1o international Patent Classification (IPC) or to both nalional classiflcation and IPC

8. FIELDS SEARCHED
Minimum docurnentation searched {classilication system followedq by classification symbols}

IPC 7 A61B GOIN

Documentation saarched ather than minimum documentalion ta the exient that such documents are included in the fields searched

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of dala base and. where praclical, search terms usedj

EPO-Internal

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category ° | Gitation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the televant passages Relevan! to claim Na.

X US 6 013 024 A (KIMURA MASAWIDE ET AL) 1,4,14
11 January 2000 (2000-01-11)
column 4, line 23 - 1ine 45
X US 6 126 6124 A (KUNEN DAVID ET AL) 1,6-9,12
3 October 2000 (2000-10-03)
column 5, line 16 - line 35
column 10, Tine 31 - 1ine 33

X US 5 823 966 A {BUCHERT JANUSZ MICHAL) 1,2
20 October 1998 (1998-10-20)
column 7, line 1 = line 32

D Further documants are listed in the conlinuation of box C. E Patent family members are listed in annex.

* Special calegories of cited documenis N . . .
i 9 *T* later document published afier the interrational filing date

ot priority date and nat in confilct with the application but

A" documenl gefining the general s1aie of the art which is not f inci th i
considerad 10 be of parlicutar relevance icr:t,e:n{%:ndersland the principle or theary undertying the
'E* earlier document but published on or afier the international "X* document of particular relevance: the claimed invantion
tiiing dale cannot be considered novel or cannot be considared to
'L" documant which may throw doubls on priority claimis) or involve an inventiva step when the document is taken alone
which is ""'"E"ﬂ fo es1apl|!sh the publlcahon_fr_mle of angther "+ dogcument of paricutar refavance; the claimed invention
ciation or other special reason (as specified) cannot be gonsidered to involve an invenlive step when the
'O" document referring Io an oral disclosure, use, exhibiion or document is combined with ane ar more ather such docu-
other means ments, such combinalion being obvious to a parson skilled
*P* documeni published prior to the intemational fiing date but in the art.
laler than the: priority dake claimed '&* documenl member of the same patent family
Date of the actual complelion of the international search Date of mailing of Ihe international search repon
2 July 2003 11/07/2003
Name and mailing address of the ISA Autharized officer

European Pateni Office, P.B. 5818 Palentlzan 2
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk

Tel. {+31-70} 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 gpo nf, :

Fax: (+31-70) 340-3018 Martellt, L

Foim FCTASAR 10 (secand sheet) (July 1992)
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT PCT/US 03/07322

Box | Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable {Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain caims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.:

147,148 ‘ . !
because they relate to subject thatier not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

Rule 39.1(iv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by
surgery

2. m Claims Nos.: 21_146, 150-166

pacause they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements ta such
an extent that no meaningful international Search can be carried out, speciically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. I:‘ Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent ciaime and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Aule 6.4(a).

Box 1l Observations wherea unity of invention s lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

. Ags all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all
searchable claims.

2. ]:\ As all searchable ¢laims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did naot invite payrment
of any additional fee.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report
covars only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D Na required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, Consequently, this International Search Raport is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest.

D No protest accompanied the payment of aaditional search fees,

Form PCT/ISA/210 {continuation of first sheet (1)} (July 1998}
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box I.2

Claims Nos.: 21-i46, 150-166

In view of the Targe number and also the wording of the claims presently
on file, which render it difficult, if not impossible, to determine the
matter for which protection is sought, the present application fafls to
comply with the clarity and conciséness requirements of Articie 6 PCT
(see also Rule 6.1(a) PCT) to such an extent that a meaningful search is
impossihle. Consequently, the search has been carried out for the first
indipendent product claim and its dependent claims {claims 1 to 20 and
149)}.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPC policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended foliowing
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure,
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cited in search report date mamber(s) date
Us 6013024 A 11-01-2000 JP 10258022 A 29~09-1998
uUs 6126614 A 03-10-2000 Us 5951486 A 14-09-1999
us 5919143 A 06-07-1999
Au 1213400 A 15-05-2060
Al 2316099 A 26-07-1399
CA 2347631 Al 04~05-2000
EP 0966225 Al 29~-12-199%
EP 1123042 Al 16~-08-2001
JP 2002528158 T 03~-09-2002
WO 9934729 Al 15-07-1999
Wo 0024312 Al 04-05-2000
Us 5823966 A 20-10-1998 AU 7491798 A 11-12-1998
EA 2288 B1 28~02-2002
EP 0939603 Al 08~-09-1999
JP 2001506164 T 15-05-2001
KR 2000029457 A 25-05-2000
PL 331145 Al 21-06-1999
WO 9852469 Al 26-11-1998
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