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(54) MASK FOR DEPOSITION OF METALLIC MATERIAL FOR DEPOSITING OLED PIXELS AND 
MANUFACTURING METHOD THEREOF

(57) A mask for deposition of a metallic material for
depositing OLED pixels according to an embodiment,
wherein the mask for deposition comprises a deposition
region for forming a deposition pattern and a non-depo-
sition region other than the deposition region, the depo-
sition region comprises a plurality of effective portions
spaced apart in a longitudinal direction and non-effective
portions other than the effective portions, an effective
portion comprises a plurality of small surface holes which
are formed on one surface; a plurality of large surface
holes which are formed on the other surface opposite to

the one surface; through-holes which communicate with
the small surface holes and the large surface holes; and
island portions between the plurality of through-holes,
the diameter of the through-hole is 33mm or less, a res-
olution of 500 PPI or more, in which the spacing between
the through-holes is 48mm or less, is provided, an incli-
nation angle of the small surface holes with respect to
the one surface is 70° to 89°, and the inclination curvature
radius of the small surface holes with respect to the one
surface is 3mm to 86mm.
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Description

[Technical Field]

[0001] An embodiment relates to a deposition mask of a metallic material for depositing an organic light emitting diode
(OLED) pixel and a manufacturing method thereof. Specifically, the deposition mask according to an embodiment is for
manufacturing an OLED panel having high-resolution of 500 PPI or more.

[Background Art]

[0002] As a display device having high-resolution and low power consumption is required, various display devices
such as a liquid crystal display device and an electroluminescent display device have been developed.
[0003] The electroluminescent display device has been spotlighted as a next generation display device due to excellent
characteristics such as low light emission, low power consumption, and high-resolution, and the like, as compared with
the liquid crystal display device.
[0004] There are an organic light emitting display device and an inorganic light emitting display device in an electric
field display device. That is, an electric field display device may be classified into the organic light emitting display device
and the inorganic light emitting display device according to a material of a light emitting layer.
[0005] Of these, the organic light emitting display device has received attention because the organic light emitting
display device has a wide viewing angle, has a fast response speed, and is required to have low power consumption.
[0006] An organic material constituting such a light emitting layer may be formed to have a pattern for forming a pixel
on a substrate by a fine metal mask method.
[0007] In this case, the fine metal mask, that is, a mask for deposition may have a through-hole corresponding to the
pattern to be formed on the substrate, and, patterns of red (R), green (G), and blue (B) forming a pixel may be formed
by depositing the organic material after the fine metal mask is aligned on the substrate.
[0008] Recently, various electronic devices such as a virtual reality (VR) device require a display device having ultra-
high definition (UHD). Accordingly, a fine metal mask having a fine-sized through-hole capable of forming an ultra-high
resolution (UHD-class) pattern is required.
[0009] In a metal plate that may be used as a deposition mask, a plurality of through-holes may be formed by an
etching process.
[0010] In this case, when a curvature of a small surface hole in the through-hole and an inclination angle of the small
surface hole are smaller than a predetermined range, a deposition material spreads, and thus deposition failure due to
overlapping between pixels may occur.
[0011] Therefore, a deposition mask having a new structure capable of uniformly forming a high-resolution or ultra-
high resolution (UHD-class) pattern of 500 PPI or more without deposition failure, and a method of manufacturing the
same are required.

[Disclosure]

[Technical Problem]

[0012] An embodiment is directed to providing a deposition mask capable of uniformly forming a pattern with a high-
resolution of about 500 PPI or more or an ultra-high resolution (UHD-class) of about 800 PPI or more without deposition
failure, and a manufacturing method thereof.

[Technical Solution]

[0013] In a deposition mask of a metallic material for depositing an OLED pixel according to an embodiment, the
deposition mask includes a deposition region for forming a deposition pattern and a non-deposition region other than
the deposition region, wherein the deposition region includes a plurality of effective portions spaced apart in a longitudinal
direction and an ineffective portion other than the effective portion, wherein the effective portion includes: a plurality of
small surface holes formed on one surface; a plurality of large surface holes formed on the other surface opposite to
the one surface; a through-hole communicating the small surface hole and the large surface hole; and an island portion
between the plurality of through-holes, wherein the deposition mask has a resolution of 500 PPI or more in which a
diameter of the through-hole is 33 mm or less and a distance between the through-holes is 48 mm or less, an inclination
angle of the small surface hole with respect to the one surface is 70 degrees to 89 degrees, and an inclination curvature
radius of the small surface hole with respect to the one surface is 3 mm to 86 mm.
[0014] A deposition mask of a metallic material for depositing an OLED pixel according to an embodiment may be
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manufactured including: a first step of preparing a base metal plate of a thickness of 20 mm to 30 mm; a second step of
disposing a patterned photoresist layer on one side of the base metal plate, forming a groove on one surface of the base
metal plate by half-etching an open portion of the photoresist layer, disposing a patterned photoresist layer on the other
surface of the base metal plate opposite the one surface, and forming a through-hole connected to the groove on the
one surface of the base metal plate by etching the open portion of the photoresist layer; and a third step of removing
the photoresist layer to form a deposition mask including a large surface hole formed on the one surface, a small surface
hole formed on the other surface opposite to the one surface, and a through-hole formed by a communication portion
to which a boundary between the large surface hole and the small surface hole is connected.

[Advantageous Effects]

[0015] An embodiment relates to a deposition mask of a metallic material for depositing an OLED pixel having a
resolution of 500 PPI or more, and to provide a deposition mask capable of minimizing deposition failure.
[0016] In the deposition mask according to the embodiment, a curvature of the small surface hole may be 3 mm to 86
mm, and an inclination angle between one end of the small surface hole and one end of a communication portion between
the small surface and the large surface hole may be 70 degrees to 89 degrees. Accordingly, it is possible to minimize
spreading of a deposition pattern deposited through the deposition mask according to the embodiment. Therefore, the
deposition mask according to the embodiment may prevent deposition failure due to a shadow effect of two adjacent
deposition patterns among R, G, and B patterns while maintaining ultra-high resolution.
[0017] In addition, it is possible to improve process efficiency of an organic light emitting display device by preventing
an organic material from being de-filmed during a deposition process.

[Description of Drawings]

[0018]

FIGS. 1 to 3 are conceptual diagrams describing a process of depositing an organic material on a substrate using
a deposition mask according to an embodiment.
FIG. 4 is a view illustrating a plan view of a deposition mask according to an embodiment.
FIG. 5 is a view illustrating a plan view of an effective portion of a deposition mask.
FIG. 6 is a view in which a cross-sectional view taken along line A-A’ and a cross-sectional view taken along line
B-B’ are overlapped in FIG. 5.
FIG. 7 is a view illustrating another plan view of deposition mask according to an embodiment.
FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view taken along line B-B’ in FIG. 5A of a deposition mask according to an embodiment.
FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view in the same direction as FIG. 8 of a deposition mask according to Comparative
Example.
FIG. 10 is views illustrating a manufacturing process of a deposition mask according to Example.
FIG. 11 is views illustrating a manufacturing process of a deposition mask according to Comparative Example.
FIG. 12 and FIG. 13 are views showing a deposition pattern formed through a deposition mask according to Example.
FIG. 14 and FIG. 15 are views showing a deposition pattern formed through a deposition mask according to Com-
parative Example.

[Modes of the Invention]

[0019] Hereinafter, embodiments will be described in detail with reference to the accompanying drawings. However,
the spirit and scope of the present invention is not limited to a part of the embodiments described, and may be implemented
in various other forms, and within the spirit and scope of the present invention, one or more of the elements of the
embodiments may be selectively combined and replaced.
[0020] In addition, unless expressly otherwise defined and described, the terms used in the embodiments of the present
invention (including technical and scientific terms) may be construed the same meaning as commonly understood by
one of ordinary skill in the art to which this invention belongs, and the terms such as those defined in commonly used
dictionaries may be interpreted as having a meaning that is consistent with their meaning in the context of the relevant art.
[0021] Further, the terms used in the embodiments of the present invention are for describing the embodiments and
are not intended to limit the present invention. In this specification, the singular forms may also include the plural forms
unless specifically stated in the phrase, and may include at least one of all combinations that may be combined in A, B,
and C when described in "at least one (or more) of A (and), B, and C".
[0022] Furthermore, in describing the elements of the embodiments of the present invention, the terms such as first,
second, A, B, (a), and (b) may be used. These terms are only used to distinguish the elements from other elements,
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and the terms are not limited to the essence, order, or order of the elements.
[0023] In addition, when an element is described as being "connected", "coupled", or "connected" to another element,
it may include not only when the element is directly "connected" to, "coupled" to, or "connected" to other elements, but
also when the element is "connected", "coupled", or "connected" by another element between the element and other
elements.
[0024] Further, when described as being formed or disposed "on (over)" or "under (below)" of each element, the "on
(over)" or "under (below)" may include not only when two elements are directly connected to each other, but also when
one or more other elements are formed or disposed between two elements.
[0025] Furthermore, when expressed as "on (over)" or "under (below)", it may include not only the upper direction but
also the lower direction based on one element.
[0026] A process of depositing an organic material on a substrate using a deposition mask according to an embodiment
will be described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 3.
[0027] FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing an organic material deposition device including a deposition mask 100
according to an embodiment.
[0028] The organic material deposition apparatus may include a deposition mask 100, a mask frame 200, a substrate
300, an organic material deposition container 400, and a vacuum chamber 500.
[0029] The deposition mask100 may include a plurality of through-holes TH at an effective portion for deposition. The
deposition mask 100 may be a substrate for deposition mask including a plurality of through-holes TH. At this point, the
through-holes may be formed to correspond to patterns to be formed on the substrate. The deposition mask 100 may
include an ineffective portion other than the effective portion including a deposition region.
[0030] The mask frame 200 may include an opening 205. The plurality of through-holes of the deposition mask 100
may be disposed on a region corresponding to the opening 205. Accordingly, organic material supplied to the organic
material deposition container 400 may be deposited on the substrate 300. The deposition mask may be disposed and
fixed on the mask frame 200. For example, the deposition mask may be pulled and fixed on the mask frame 200 by welding.
[0031] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the deposition mask 100 may be pulled in opposite directions at an end disposed
on the outermost portion of the deposition mask 100. In the deposition mask 100, one end of the deposition mask 100
and the other end opposite to the one end may be pulled in opposite directions in a longitudinal direction of the deposition
mask 100. The one end and the other end of the deposition mask 100 may face each other and be disposed in parallel.
The one end of the deposition mask 100 may be one of end portions forming four side surfaces disposed on the outermost
portion of the deposition mask 100. For example, the deposition mask 100 may be pulled at a tensile force of 0.4 kgf to
1.5 kgf. Accordingly, the pulled deposition mask 100 may be set on the mask frame 200.
[0032] Then, the deposition mask 100 may be fixed to the mask frame 200 by welding the ineffective portion of the
deposition mask 100. Subsequently, a portion of the deposition mask 100 disposed outside the mask frame 200 may
be removed by a method such as cutting.
[0033] Referring to FIG. 1 and FIG. 3, the substrate 300 may be a substrate used for manufacturing a display device.
Patterns of red (R), green (G), and blue (B) may be formed on the substrate 300 to form a pixel that is three primary
colors of light.
[0034] The organic material deposition container 400 may be a crucible. An organic material may be disposed at an
inside of the crucible.
[0035] As a heat source and/or current is supplied to the crucible in the vacuum chamber 500, the organic material
may be deposited on the substrate 100.
[0036] FIG. 3 is a view illustrating that a plurality of deposition patterns are formed on the substrate 300 through a
plurality of through-holes of the deposition mask 100.
[0037] The deposition mask 100 may include a first surface 101 and a second surface 102 facing the first surface.
[0038] The first surface 101 of the deposition mask 100 may include a small surface hole V1, and the second surface
102 of the deposition mask 100 may include a large surface hole V2. The through-hole may be communicated by a
communication portion CA to which the boundary of the small surface hole V1 and the large surface hole V2 is connected.
[0039] The deposition mask 100 may include a first etching surface ES1 in the small surface hole V1. The deposition
mask 100 may include a second etching surface ES2 in the large surface hole V2. The through-hole may be formed by
communicating the first etching surface ES1 in the small surface hole V1 and the second etching surface ES2 in the
large surface hole V2. For example, the first etching surface ES1 in one small surface hole V1 may communicate with
the second etching surface ES2 in one large surface hole V2 to form one through-hole.
[0040] A width of the large surface hole V2 may be greater than that of the small surface hole V1. At this time, the
width of the small surface hole V1 may be measured at the first surface 101, and the width of the large surface hole V2
may be measured at the second surface 102.
[0041] The small surface hole V1 may be disposed toward the substrate 300. The small surface hole V1 may be
disposed close to the substrate 300. Accordingly, the small surface hole V1 may have a shape corresponding to a
deposition material, that is, a deposition pattern DP.
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[0042] The large surface hole V2 may be disposed toward the organic material deposition container 400. Accordingly,
the large surface hole V2 may accommodate the organic material supplied from the organic material deposition container
400 in a wide width, and a fine pattern may be formed quickly on the substrate 300 through the small surface hole V1
having a width smaller than that of the large surface hole V2.
[0043] FIG. 4 is a view illustrating a plan view of a deposition mask according to an embodiment. Referring to FIG. 4,
the deposition mask according to the embodiment may include a deposition region DA and a non-deposition region NDA.
[0044] The deposition region DA may be a region for forming a deposition pattern. One deposition mask may include
a plurality of deposition regions DA. For example, the deposition region DA of an embodiment may include a plurality
of effective portions AA1, AA2, and AA3 capable of forming a plurality of deposition patterns.
[0045] The plurality of effective portions may include a first effective portion AA1, a second effective portion AA2, and
a third effective portion AA3. One deposition region DA may be any one of the first effective portion AA1, the second
effective portion AA2, and the third effective portion AA3.
[0046] In case of a small-sized display device such as a smartphone, an effective portion of any one of a plurality of
deposition regions included in the deposition mask may be one for forming one display device. Accordingly, one deposition
mask may include a plurality of effective portions to form a plurality of display devices at the same time. Therefore, the
deposition mask according to an embodiment may improve process efficiency.
[0047] Alternatively, in case of a large-sized display device such as a television, a plurality of effective portions included
in one deposition mask may be a part for forming one display device. In this case, the plurality of effective portions may
be for preventing deformation due to a load of the mask.
[0048] The deposition region DA may include a plurality of isolation regions IA1 and IA2 included in one deposition
mask. The isolation regions IA1 and IA2 may be disposed between adjacent effective portions. The isolation regions
IA1 and IA2 may be spaced regions between the plurality of effective portions. For example, a first isolation region IA1
may be disposed between the first effective portion AA1 and the second effective portion AA2. For example, a second
isolation region IA2 may be disposed between the second effective portion AA2 and the third effective portion AA3. The
isolation region may distinguish adjacent effective regions, and the plurality of effective portions may be supported by
one deposition mask.
[0049] The deposition mask may include a non-deposition region NDA on both side portions in a longitudinal direction
of the deposition region DA. The deposition mask according to an embodiment may include the non-deposition region
NDA on both sides in a horizontal direction of the deposition region DA.
[0050] The non-deposition region NDA of the deposition mask may be a region not involved in a deposition. The non-
deposition region NDA may include frame fixing regions FA1 and FA2 for fixing the deposition mask to a mask frame.
For example, the non-deposition region NDA of the deposition mask may include a first frame fixing region FA1 on one
side of the deposition region DA, and may include a second frame fixing region FA2 on the other side opposite to the
one side of the deposition region DA. The first frame fixing region FA1 and the second frame fixing region FA2 may be
region s fixed to the mask frame by welding.
[0051] The non-deposition region NDA may include half-etching portions HF1 and HF2. For example, the non-depo-
sition region NDA of the deposition mask may include a first half-etching portion HF1 on one side of the deposition region
DA, and may include a second half-etching portion HF2 on the other side opposite to the one side of the deposition
region DA. The first half-etching portion HF1 and the second half-etching portion HF2 may be regions in which grooves
are formed in a depth direction of the deposition mask. The first half-etching portion HF1 and the second half-etching
portion HF2 may have a groove having a thickness of about 1/2 of the deposition mask, thereby dispersing stress when
the deposition mask is pulled.
[0052] The half-etching portion may be simultaneously formed when forming a small surface hole or a large surface
hole. Accordingly, it is possible to improve process efficiency.
[0053] Surface treatment layer different from a material of a metal plate may be formed in the deposition region DA
of the deposition mask, and the surface treatment layer may not be formed in the non-deposition region NDA. Alternatively,
the surface treatment layer different from the material of the metal plate may be formed on only one surface or the other
surface opposite to the one surface of the deposition mask. Alternatively, the surface treatment layer different from the
material of the metal plate may be formed only on a portion of one surface of the deposition mask. For example, one
surface and/or the other surface of the deposition mask, and the entire and/or a portion of the deposition mask may
include surface treatment layer having a lower etch rate than that of the material of the metal plate, thereby improving
an etching factor. Accordingly, the deposition mask of an embodiment may form a through-hole having a fine size with
high efficiency. As an example, the deposition mask of the embodiment may form a deposition pattern having a high-
resolution of 500 PPI or more with high efficiency. Here, the surface treatment layer may include a material different
from the material of the metal plate, or may include a metal material having a different composition of the same element.
[0054] The half-etching portion may be formed in an ineffective portion UA of the deposition region DA. The half-
etching portion may be dispersed in the entire or a part of the ineffective portion UA to be disposed in plural in order to
disperse a stress when the deposition mask is pulled.
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[0055] In addition, the half-etching portion may be formed in the frame fixing region and/or a peripheral region of the
frame fixing region. Accordingly, a stress of the deposition mask generated when fixing the deposition mask to the mask
frame, and/or depositing a deposition material after fixing the deposition mask to the mask frame may be uniformly
dispersed. Accordingly, the deposition mask may be maintained so as to have a uniform through-hole.
[0056] The frame fixing regions FA1 and FA2 for fixing to the mask frame of the non-deposition region NDA may be
disposed between the half-etching portions HF1 and HF2 of the non-deposition region NDA and an effective portion of
the deposition region DA adjacent to the half-etching portions HF1 and HF2. For example, the first frame fixing region
FA1 may be disposed between the first half-etching portion HF1 of the non-deposition region NDA and the first effective
portion AA1 of the deposition region DA adjacent to the first half-etching portion HF1. For example, the second frame
fixing region FA2 may be disposed between the second half-etching portion HF2 of the non-deposition region NDA and
the third effective portions AA3 of the deposition region DA adjacent to the second half-etching portion HF2. Accordingly,
it is possible to simultaneously fix a plurality of deposition pattern portions.
[0057] The deposition mask may include a semicircular shaped open portion at both ends in a horizontal direction X.
The non-deposition region NDA of the deposition mask may include one semicircular shaped open portion at each of
both ends in the horizontal direction. For example, the non-deposition region NDA of the deposition mask may include
an open portion of which a center in a vertical direction Y is opened on one side in the horizontal direction. For example,
the non-deposition region NDA of the deposition mask may include the open portion of which the center in the vertical
direction is opened on the other side opposite to the one side in the horizontal direction. That is, both ends of the
deposition mask may include the open portion at 1/2 point of a length in the vertical direction. For example, both ends
of the deposition mask may be shaped like a horseshoe.
[0058] The half-etching portion included in the deposition mask of the embodiment may be formed in various shapes.
The half-etching portion may include a semi-circular shaped groove portion. The groove may be formed on at least one
of one surface of the deposition mask and the other surface opposite to the one surface. Preferably, the half-etching
portion may be formed on a surface corresponding to the small surface hole (a surface side to be deposited). Accordingly,
the half-etching portion may be formed at the same time with the small surface hole, thereby improving process efficiency.
In addition, the half-etching portion may disperse a stress that may be generated due to a difference in size between
large surface holes.
[0059] Alternatively, the half-etching portion may be formed on both sides of the deposition mask in order to disperse
the stress of the deposition mask. In this case, a half-etching region of the half-etching portion may be wider in a plane
corresponding to a first surface hole (a surface side to be deposited). That is, the deposition mask according to the
embodiment may include the half-etching portion as grooves are formed on first and second surfaces of the deposition
mask, respectively. In detail, a depth of the groove of the half-etching portion formed on the first surface may be greater
than that of the groove of the half-etching portion formed on the second surface. Accordingly, the half-etching portion
may disperse a stress that may occur due to a difference in a size between the small surface hole and the large surface
hole. Formation of the small surface hole, the large surface hole, and the half-etching portion may make surface areas
on the first and second surfaces of the deposition mask similar to each other, thereby preventing displacement of the
through-holes.
[0060] In addition, the grooves formed on the first surface and the second surface may be formed so as to be displaced
from each other. Accordingly, the half-etching portion may not be passed through.
[0061] The half-etching portion may include a curved surface and a flat surface. The flat surface of the first half-etching
portion HF1 may be disposed to be adjacent to the first effective region AA1, and the flat surface may be disposed
horizontally with an end in a longitudinal direction of the deposition mask. The curved surface of the first half-etching
portion HF1 may have a convex shape toward one end in the longitudinal direction of the deposition mask. For example,
the curved surface of the first half-etching portion HF1 may be formed such that a 1/2 point of a length in a vertical
direction of the deposition mask corresponds to the radius of a semicircular shape.
[0062] The flat surface of the second half-etching portion HF2 may be disposed to be adjacent to the third effective
region AA3, and the flat surface may be disposed horizontally with an end in a longitudinal direction of the deposition
mask. The curved surface of the second half-etching portion HF2 may have a convex shape toward the other end in the
longitudinal direction of the deposition mask. For example, the curved surface of the second half-etching portion HF2
may be formed such that a 1/2 point of a length in a vertical direction of the deposition mask corresponds to the radius
of a semicircular shape.
[0063] Meanwhile, a curved surface of the open portion positioned at the both ends of the deposition mask may be
directed to the half-etching portion. Accordingly, the open portions at the both ends of the deposition mask may have
the shortest separation distance at 1/2 point of a length in the vertical direction of the first or second half-etching portion
and the deposition mask. quadrangular shape
[0064] Although not shown in the drawings, the half-etching portion may have a quadrangular shape. The first half-
etching portion HF1 and the second half-etching portion HF2 may have a rectangular or square shape.
[0065] The deposition mask according to the embodiment may include a plurality of half-etching portions. The deposition
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mask according to the embodiment may include a plurality of half-etching portions in at least one of the deposition region
DA and the non-deposition region NDA. The deposition mask according to the embodiment may include the half-etching
portion only in the ineffective portion UA. The ineffective portion UA may be a region other than the effective portion AA.
[0066] The deposition mask according to the embodiment may include two half-etching portions. Although not shown
in the drawings, the deposition mask according to the embodiment may include four half-etching portions. For example,
the half-etching portion may include an even number of half-etching portions, thereby efficiently dispersing a stress. The
deposition mask according to the embodiment may be disposed only in the non-deposition region NDA.
[0067] It is preferable to form the half-etching portion to be symmetric in an X-axis direction or in a Y-axis direction
with respect to a center of the mask. Through the same, it is possible to equalize a tensile force in both directions.
[0068] A length d1 in a vertical direction of the first half-etching portion HF1 or the second half-etching portion HF2
may correspond to a length d2 in a vertical direction of the open portion. Accordingly, when the deposition mask is pulled,
a stress may be uniformly dispersed, so that the deformation (wave deformation) of the deposition mask may be reduced.
Therefore, the deposition mask according to the embodiment may have a uniform through-hole, so that the deposition
efficiency of the pattern may be improved. Preferably, the length d1 in the vertical direction the first half-etching portion
HF1 or the second half-etching portion HF2 may be about 80% to 200% of the length d2 in the vertical direction of the
open portion (d1:d2 = 0.8 to 2:1). The length d1 in the vertical direction of the first half-etching portion HF1 or the second
half-etching portion HF2 may be about 90% to about 150% of the length d2 in the vertical direction of the open portion
(d1:d2 = 0.9 to 1.5:1). The length d1 in the vertical direction of the first half-etching portion HF1 or the second half-etching
portion HF2 may be about 95% to about 110% of the length d2 in the vertical direction of the open portion (d1:d2 = 0.95
to 1.1:1).
[0069] The deposition mask may include a plurality of effective portions AA1, AA2, and AA3 spaced in the longitudinal
direction and an ineffective portion UA other than the effective portion.
[0070] The effective portions AA1, AA2, and AA3 of the deposition mask may include a plurality of through-holes TH
and an island portion IS supporting between the plurality of through-holes TH. The island portion IS may refer to a portion
which is not etched in one surface or the other surface of the effective portion of the deposition mask. In detail, the island
portion IS may be a non-etched region between the through-hole and the through-hole on the other surface on which
the large surface hole of the effective portion of the deposition mask is formed. Therefore, the island portion IS may be
disposed in parallel with one surface of the deposition mask.
[0071] The island portion IS may be disposed coplanar with the other surface of the deposition mask. Accordingly,
the island portion IS may have the same thickness as at least a portion of the ineffective portion on the other surface of
the deposition mask. In detail, the island portion IS may have the same thickness as a non-etched portion of the ineffective
portion on the other surface of the deposition mask. Accordingly, deposition uniformity of a sub-pixel may be improved
through the deposition mask.
[0072] Alternatively, the island portion IS may be disposed in a flat surface parallel to the other surface of the deposition
mask. Here, the parallel flat surface may include that a step in height of the other surface of the deposition mask in which
the island portion IS is disposed and the other surface of the non-etched deposition mask of the ineffective portions is
6 1 mm or less by an etching process around the island portion IS.
[0073] The island portion IS may be positioned between adjacent through-holes among the plurality of through-holes.
That is, a region other than the through-hole may be an island portion IS in the effective portions AA1, AA2, and AA3 of
the deposition mask 100.
[0074] The effective portions AA1, AA2, and AA3 may include a plurality of small surface holes V1 formed on one
surface of the deposition mask 100, a plurality of large surface holes V2 formed on the other surface opposite to the
one surface, and a through-hole TH formed by a communication portion CA in which a boundary between the small
surface hole and the large surface hole is connected.
[0075] The deposition mask100 may include an ineffective portion UA disposed at an outer periphery of the effective
region.
[0076] The effective portion AA may be an inner region when an outer periphery of through-holes positioned at the
outermost portion for depositing an organic material among a plurality of through-holes is connected. The ineffective
portion UA may be an outer region when the outer periphery of the through-holes positioned at the outermost portion
for depositing the organic material among the plurality of through-holes is connected.
[0077] The ineffective portion UA is a region excluding the effective region of the deposition region DA and the non-
deposition region NDA. The ineffective portion UA may include outer regions OA1, OA2, and OA3 surrounding an outer
periphery of the effective portions AA1, AA2, and AA3.
[0078] The deposition mask according to the embodiment may include a plurality of outer regions OA1, OA2, and
OA3. The number of the outer regions may correspond to the number of the effective portions. That is, one effective
portion may include one outer region spaced apart at a predetermined distance in the horizontal direction and the vertical
direction from an end of one effective portion.
[0079] The first effective portion AA1 may be included in a first outer region OA1. The first effective portion AA1 may
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include a plurality of through-holes for forming a deposition material. The first outer region OA1 surrounding the outer
periphery of the first effective portion AA1 may include a plurality of through-holes.
[0080] A shape of the through-hole TH of the first effective portion AA1 may correspond to a shape of the through-
hole of the first outer region OA1. Accordingly, uniformity of the through-hole included in the first effective portion AA1
may be improved. For example, the shape of the through-hole TH of the first effective portion AA1 and the shape of the
through-hole of the first outer region OA1 may be in a circular shape. However, the embodiment is not limited thereto,
and the through-hole may have various shapes such as a diamond pattern, an oval pattern, and the like.
[0081] The plurality of through-holes included in the first outer region OA1 is for reducing etching failure of the through-
holes positioned at the outermost portion of the effective portion. Accordingly, the deposition mask according to the
embodiment may improve the uniformity of the plurality of through-holes positioned in the effective portion, and may
improve the quality of the deposition pattern produced through the same.
[0082] The through-hole included in the effective portion may have a shape partially corresponding to that of the
through-hole included in the ineffective portion. As an example, the through-hole included in the effective portion may
have a different shape from that of a through-hole positioned at an edge portion of the ineffective portion. Accordingly,
it is possible to adjust a difference in stress according to a position of the deposition mask.
[0083] The second effective portion AA2 may be included in the second outer region OA2. The second effective portion
AA2 may have a shape corresponding to the first effective portion AA1. The second outer region OA2 may have a shape
corresponding to the first outer region OA1.
[0084] The second outer region OA2 may further include two through-holes in the horizontal direction and the vertical
direction, respectively, from the through-hole positioned at the outermost portion of the second effective portion AA2.
For example, in the second outer region OA2, two through-holes may be disposed in a row in the horizontal direction at
an upper and a lower portion of the through-hole positioned at the outermost portion of the second effective portion AA2,
respectively. For example, in the second outer region OA2, two through-holes may be disposed in a line in the vertical
direction at the left side and the right side of the through-hole positioned at the outermost portion of the second effective
portion AA2, respectively. The plurality of through-holes included in the second outer region OA2 is for reducing etching
failure of the through-holes positioned at the outermost portion of the effective portion. Accordingly, the deposition mask
according to the embodiment may improve the uniformity of the plurality of through-holes positioned in the effective
portion, and may improve the quality of the deposition pattern manufactured through the same.
[0085] The third effective portion AA3 may be included in the third outer region OA3. The third effective portion AA3
may include a plurality of through-holes for forming a deposition material. The third outer region OA3 surrounding the
outer periphery of the third effective portion AA3 may include a plurality of through-holes.
[0086] The third effective portion AA3 may be in a shape corresponding to that of the first effective portion AA1. The
third outer region OA3 may be in a shape corresponding to that of the first outer region OA1.
[0087] FIG. 5 and FIG. 7 are views and photographs showing a plan view of an effective portion of a deposition mask.
FIG. 5 and FIG. 7 are plan views or photographs of an effective portion of any one of the first effective portion AA1, the
second effective portion AA2, and the third effective portion AA3. FIG. 5A and FIG. 6 are views for describing a shape
of through-holes and arrangement between the through-holes, and of course, the deposition mask according to the
embodiment is not limited to a number of the through-holes in the drawings.
[0088] Referring to FIG. 5, the deposition mask 100 may include a plurality of through-holes. The plurality of through-
holes may have a circular shape. Accordingly, a diameter Cx in the horizontal direction and a diameter Cy in the vertical
direction of the through-hole may correspond to each other.
[0089] Alternatively, referring to FIG. 7, the through-hole may have an elliptical shape. Accordingly, the diameter Cx
in the horizontal direction of the through-hole and the diameter Cy in the vertical direction may be different from each
other. For example, the diameter Cx in the horizontal direction of the through-hole may be larger than the diameter Cy
in the vertical direction. However, the embodiment is not limited thereto, and of course, the through-hole may have a
rectangular shape, an octagonal shape, or a rounded octagonal shape.
[0090] As an example, in the case of measuring a diameter Cx in the horizontal direction and a diameter Cy in the
vertical direction of a reference hole which is any one of through-holes, a deviation between the diameters Cx in the
horizontal direction and a deviation between the diameters Cy in the vertical direction of each of holes adjacent to the
reference hole may be realized as 2% to 10%.
[0091] That is, when a size deviation between the adjacent holes of one reference hole is realized as 2% to 10%,
deposition uniformity may be secured. The size deviation between the reference hole and the adjacent holes may be
4% to 9%. For example, the size deviation between the reference hole and the adjacent holes may be 5% to 7%. For
example, the size deviation between the reference hole and the adjacent holes may be 2% to 5%. When the size deviation
between the reference hole and the adjacent holes is less than 2%, an occurrence ratio of moire in an OLED panel after
deposition may be increased. When the size deviation between the reference hole and the adjacent holes is more than
10%, an occurrence ratio of color unevenness in the OLED panel after deposition may be increased. An average deviation
of the diameters of the through-holes may be 6 5 mm. For example, the average deviation of the diameters of the
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through-holes may be 6 3 mm. For example, the average deviation of the diameters of the through-holes may be 6 1
mm. In the embodiment, deposition efficiency may be improved by realizing the size deviation between the reference
hole and the adjacent holes within 6 3 mm.
[0092] The through-holes may be disposed in a row or may be disposed crossing each other according to a direction.
Referring to FIG. 5, the through-holes may be disposed in a row in a vertical axis, and may be disposed in a row in a
horizontal axis.
[0093] A first through-hole TH1 and a second through-hole TH2 may be disposed in a row in the horizontal axis. In
addition, the third through-hole TH1 and the fourth through-hole TH4 may be disposed in a row in the horizontal axis.
[0094] The first through-hole TH1 and the third through-hole TH3 may be disposed in a row in the vertical axis. In
addition, the second through-holes TH2 and the fourth through-holes TH4 may be disposed in a row in the horizontal axis.
[0095] When the through-holes are disposed in a row in the vertical axis and the horizontal axis, an island portion is
placed between two through-holes that are adjacent to each other in the diagonal direction, in which both the vertical
axis and the horizontal axis intersect. That is, the island portion may be position between two adjacent through-holes
that are positioned in the diagonal direction to each other.
[0096] An island portion IS may be disposed between the first through-hole TH1 and the fourth through-hole TH4.
Further, the island portion IS may be disposed between the second through-hole TH2 and the third through-hole TH3.
The Island portion IS may be disposed in an inclination angle direction of about +45 degrees and an inclination angle
direction of about -45 degrees with respect to the horizontal axis crossing two adjacent through-holes, respectively.
Here, an inclination angle direction of about 6 45 may refer to a diagonal direction between the horizontal axis and the
vertical axis, and the diagonal inclination angle is measured on the same plane of the horizontal axis and the vertical axis.
[0097] Referring to FIG. 7, the through-holes are disposed in a row on any one of the vertical axis or the horizontal
axis, and may be disposed to cross each other on one axis.
[0098] The first through-hole TH1 and the second through-hole TH2 may be disposed in a row on the horizontal axis.
The third through-hole TH1 and the fourth through-hole TH4 may be disposed to cross the first through-hole TH1 and
the second through-hole TH2 on the vertical axis, respectively.
[0099] When the through-holes are disposed in a row in any one direction of the vertical axis and the horizontal axis,
and cross in the other direction, the island portion may be positioned between two adjacent through-holes in the other
direction of the vertical axis and the horizontal axis. Alternatively, the island portion may be positioned between three
through-holes adjacent to each other. Two through-holes of the three adjacent through-holes are through-holes disposed
in a row, and the remaining one through-hole may refer to a through-hole that may be disposed in a region between the
two through-holes at an adjacent position in a direction corresponding to the direction of the row. The island portion IS
may be disposed between the first through-hole TH1, the second through-hole TH2, and the third through-hole TH3.
Alternatively, the island portion IS may be disposed between the second through-hole TH2, the third through-hole TH3,
and the fourth through-hole TH4.
[0100] The island portion IS of FIG. 5 and FIG.7 may refer to a non-etched surface between the through-holes in the
other surface of the deposition mask in which the large surface hole of the effective portion AA is formed. In detail, the
island portion IS may be the other surface of the non-etched deposition mask except the second etching surface ES2
and the through-hole TH positioned in the large surface hole in the effective portion AA of the deposition mask. The
deposition mask of an embodiment may be for deposition of OLED pixels of high-resolution to ultra-high resolution having
a resolution of 500 PPI to 800 PPI or more.
[0101] For example, the deposition mask of the embodiment may be for forming a deposition pattern having high-
resolution of quad high definition (QHD) having a resolution of 500 PPI or more. For example, the deposition mask of
the embodiment may be for deposition of OLED pixels having a pixel number of 2560∗1440 or more in the horizontal
direction and the vertical direction, and a resolution of 530 PPI or more. According to the deposition mask of the em-
bodiment, a number of pixels per inch may be 530 PPI or more based on a 5.5-inch OLED panel. That is, one effective
portion included in the deposition mask of the embodiment may be for forming a pixel number with a resolution of
2560∗1440 or more.
[0102] For example, the deposition mask of the embodiment may be for forming a deposition pattern having ultra-high
resolution of ultra-high definition (UHD) having a resolution of 700 PPI or more. For example, the deposition mask of
the embodiment may be for forming a deposition pattern having UHD-class resolution for the deposition of OLED pixels
having a pixel number of 3840∗2160 or more in the horizontal direction and the vertical direction and a resolution of 794 PPI.
[0103] A diameter of one through-hole may be a width between the communication portions CA. In detail, the diameter
of the one through-hole may be measured at the point in which an end of the inner side surface in the small surface hole
meets an end of the inner side surface in the large surface hole. A measuring direction of the diameter of the through-
hole may be any one of a horizontal direction, a vertical direction, and a diagonal direction. The diameter of the through-
hole measured in the horizontal direction may be 33 mm or less. Alternatively, the diameter of the through-hole measured
in the horizontal direction may be 33 mm or less. Alternatively, the diameter of the through-hole may be an average value
of values measured in the horizontal direction, the vertical direction, and the diagonal direction, respectively.



EP 3 678 204 A2

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0104] Accordingly, the deposition mask according to the embodiment may implement a QHD-class resolution.
[0105] For example, the diameter of the through-hole in the horizontal direction may be 20 mm or less. Accordingly,
the deposition mask according to the embodiment may implement a UHD-class resolution.
[0106] For example, the diameter of the through-hole may be 15 mm to 33 mm. For example, the diameter of the
through-hole may be 19 mm to 33 mm. For example, the diameter of the through-hole may be 20 mm to 17 mm. When
the diameter of the through-hole exceeds 33 mm, it may be difficult to implement a resolution of 500 PPI or more. On
the other hand, when the diameter of the through-hole is less than 15 mm, deposition failure may occur.
[0107] The diameter of the through-hole may be measured based on a green (G) pattern. This is because since the
G pattern among R, G, and B patterns has a low recognition rate through vision, a larger number is required than the R
and B patterns, and a pitch between the through-holes may be narrower than the R and B patterns.
[0108] The measuring direction of the diameter of the through-hole and the measuring direction of a pitch between
two through-holes may be the same. The pitch of the through-holes may be a value of measuring a pitch between two
adjacent through-holes in the horizontal direction or the vertical direction.
[0109] Referring to FIG. 5, a pitch between two adjacent through-holes among the plurality of through-holes in the
horizontal direction may be 48 mm or less. For example, the pitch between two adjacent through-holes among the plurality
of through-holes in the horizontal direction may be 20 mm to 48 mm. For example, the pitch between two adjacent through-
holes among the plurality of through-holes in the horizontal direction may be 30 mm to 35 mm.
[0110] Here, the pitch may refer to a pitch P1 between a center of a first through-hole TH1 and a center of a second
through-hole TH2, which are adjacent in the horizontal direction.
[0111] Alternatively, here, the pitch may refer to a pitch P2 between a center of a first island portion and a center of
a second island portion, which are adjacent in the horizontal direction. Here, the center of the island portion may be a
center at the non-etched other surface between four adjacent through-holes in the horizontal direction and the vertical
direction. For example, the center of the island portion, based on the first through-hole TH1 and the second through-
hole TH2 which are adjacent in the horizontal direction, may refer to a point at which the horizontal axis and the vertical
axis connecting the edges of one island portion IS positioned in a region between the third through-hole TH3 vertically
adjacent to the first through-hole TH1 and the fourth through-hole TH4 vertically adjacent to the second through-hole
TH2 intersect.
[0112] Alternatively, the pitch may refer to a pitch P2 between a center of the first island portion and a center of the
second island portion adjacent to the first island portion, among three adjacent through-holes in the horizontal direction.
[0113] Referring to FIG. 7, a pitch may refer to a pitch P2 between a center of a first island portion and a center of a
second island portion which are adjacent in the horizontal direction. Here, the center of the island portion may be a
center at a non-etched other surface between one through-hole and two adjacent through-holes in the vertical direction.
Alternatively, here, the center of the island portion may be a center at the non-etched other surface between two through-
holes and one through-hole adjacent in the vertical direction. That is, the center of the island portion is a center of the
non-etched surface between three adjacent through-holes, and the three adjacent through-holes may refer that a trian-
gular shape may be formed when the centers are connected.
[0114] For example, the center of the island portion may be a center at the other surface that is not etched between
the third through-holes TH3 at least partially or entirely positioned in regions between the vertical directions of each of
a first through-hole TH1 and a second through-hole TH2 adjacent to each other in the horizontal direction, and the first
through-hole TH1 and the second through-hole TH2.
[0115] In the deposition mask according to the embodiment, the diameter of the through-hole is 33 mm or less, and
the pitch between the through-holes is 48 mm or less, and thus OLED pixels having a resolution of 500 PPI or more may
be deposited. That is, QHD-class resolution may be implemented using the deposition mask according to the embodiment.
[0116] The diameter of the through-hole and the pitch between the through-holes may be a size for forming a green
sub pixel. The deposition mask may be an OLED deposition mask for realizing quad high display pixels.
[0117] For example, the deposition mask may be for depositing at least one subpixel among red R, first green G1,
blue B, and second green G2. In detail, the deposition mask may be for depositing a red R subpixel. Alternatively, the
deposition mask may be for depositing a blue B subpixel. Alternatively, the deposition mask may be for simultaneously
forming a first green G1 subpixel and a second green G2 subpixel.
[0118] The pixel arrangement of an organic light emitting display device may be disposed in an order of "red R-first
green G1-blue B-second green G2". In this case, red R-first green G1 may form one pixel RG, and blue B-second green
G2 may form another pixel BG. In the organic light emitting display device having such an arrangement, since a deposition
interval of a green light emitting organic material is narrower than that of a red light emitting organic material and a blue
light emitting organic material, a form of deposition mask like the present invention may be required.
[0119] In the deposition mask according to the embodiment, the diameter of the through-holes is 20 mm or less, and
the pitch between the through-holes is 32 mm or less, and thus OLED pixels having a resolution of 800 PPI class may
be deposited. That is, UHD-class resolution may be realized using the deposition mask according to the embodiment.
[0120] The diameter of the through-hole and the pitch between the through-holes may be a size for forming a green
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sub pixel. The deposition mask may be an OLED deposition mask for realizing ultra-high display pixels.
[0121] With reference to FIG. 6, the cross section in the A-A’ direction and the cross section in the B-B’ direction of
FIG. A and FIG. B, are described, respectively.
[0122] FIG. 6 is a view showing each cross section overlapped for describing a height step and a size between the
cross section in the A-A’ direction and the cross section in the B-B’ direction of FIG. A and FIG. B.
[0123] First, the cross section in the A-A’ direction of FIG. A and FIG. B will be described. The A-A’ direction is a cross
section that crosses the center region between a first through-hole TH1 and a third through-hole TH3 adjacent in the
vertical direction. That is, the cross section in the A-A’ direction may not include through-holes.
[0124] An etching surface ES2 in a large surface hole and an island portion IS which is the other surface of a deposition
mask not etched between the etching surfaces ES2 in the large surface hole may be positioned in the cross section in
the A-A’ direction. Accordingly, the island portion IS may include a surface parallel to one unetched surface of the
deposition mask. Alternatively, the island portion IS may include a surface that is the same as or parallel to the other
unetched surface of the deposition mask.
[0125] Next, the cross section in the B-B’ direction of FIG. A and FIG. B will be described. The B-B’ direction is a cross
section that crosses the center of each of the first through-hole TH1 and the second through-hole TH2 that are adjacent
in the horizontal direction. That is, the cross section in the direction B-B’ may include a plurality of through-holes.
[0126] One rib may be positioned between the third through-hole TH3 and the fourth through-hole TH4 adjacent in
the direction B-B’. Another rib may be positioned between the fourth through-hole TH4 and the fifth through-hole adjacent
to the fourth through-hole in the horizontal direction but positioned in a direction opposite to third through-hole TH3. One
through-hole may be positioned between the one rib and the other rib. That is, one through-hole may be positioned
between two ribs adjacent in the horizontal direction.
[0127] In the cross section in the B-B’ direction, a rib RB which is a region in which the etching surface ES2 in the
large surface hole and the etching surfaces ES2 in the adjacent large surface hole are connected to each other, may
be positioned. Here, the rib RB may be a region in which a boundary of two adjacent large surface holes is connected.
Since the rib RB is an etching surface, the rib RB may have a smaller thickness than the island portion IS.
[0128] For example, the island portion may have a width of 2 mm or more. That is, a width in a direction parallel to the
other surface of a portion remaining unetched on the other surface may be 2 mm or less. When a width of one end and
the other end of one island portion is 2 mm or more, the total volume of the deposition mask may be increased. The
deposition mask having such a structure ensures sufficient rigidity against a tensile force applied to an organic material
deposition process or the like, and thus it may be advantageous for maintaining uniformity of the through-hole.
[0129] With reference to FIG. 8, the cross section of B-B’ of FIG. 5 and an enlarged cross section of the through-hole
between the rib RB of an effective region according to FIG. 6 and the ribs will be described. In the deposition mask of
the embodiment, a thickness of an effective portion AA in which the through-hole is formed by etching may be different
from a thickness of an ineffective portion UA that is not etched. In detail, a thickness of the rib RB may be less than the
thickness in the ineffective portion UA that is not etched.
[0130] In the deposition mask of the embodiment, the thickness of the ineffective portion may be greater than that of
the effective portion. For example, in the deposition mask of the embodiment, a maximum thickness of the ineffective
portion or a non-deposition region may be 30 mm or less. For example, in the deposition mask of the embodiment, the
maximum thickness of the ineffective portion or the non-deposition region may be 25 mm or less. For example, in the
deposition mask of the embodiment, the maximum thickness of the ineffective portion or the non-deposition region may
be 15 mm to 25 mm. When the maximum thickness of the ineffective portion or the non-deposition region of the deposition
mask according to the embodiment is greater than 30 mm, it may be difficult to form through-holes having a fine size
because a thickness of a metal plate material is thick. When the maximum thickness of the ineffective portion or the
non-deposition region of the deposition mask according to the embodiment is less than 15 mm, it may be difficult to form
through-holes having a uniform size because the thickness of the metal plate material is thin.
[0131] A maximum thickness T3 measured at the center of the rib RB may be 15 mm or less. For example, the maximum
thickness T3 measured at the center of the rib RB may be 7 mm to 10 mm. For example, the maximum thickness T3
measured at the center of the rib RB may be 6 mm to 9 mm. When the maximum thickness T3 measured at the center
of the rib RB is greater than 15 mm, it may be difficult to form an OLED deposition pattern having a high-resolution of
500 PPI or more. When the maximum thickness T3 measured at the center of the rib RB is less than 6 mm, it may be
difficult to form uniformly the deposition pattern.
[0132] A height H1 of the small surface hole of the deposition mask may be 0.2 to 0.4 times the maximum thickness
T3 measured at the center of the rib RB. For example, the maximum thickness T3 measured at the center of the rib RB
may be 7 mm to 9 mm, and the height H1 between one surface of the deposition mask and the communication portion
may be 1.4 mm to 3 mm. The height H1 of the small surface hole of the deposition mask may be 3 mm or less. For
example, the height of the small surface hole may be 0.1 mm to 3 mm. For example, the height of the small surface hole
of the deposition mask may be 0.5 mm to 3 mm. For example, the height of the small surface hole of the deposition mask
may be 1 mm to 3 mm. Here, the height may be measured in a thickness measurement direction of the deposition mask,
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that is, in a depth direction, and may be a height measured from one surface of the deposition mask to the communication
portion. In detail, it may be measured in the z-axis direction forming 90 degrees to the horizontal direction (x direction)
and the vertical direction (y direction) described above in the plan view of FIG. 4 or FIG. 5.
[0133] When the height between one surface of the deposition mask and the communication portion is greater than
3 mm, deposition failure may occur due to a shadow effect in which a deposition material spreads to a region larger than
an area of a through-hole during OLED deposition.
[0134] A hole diameter W1 at one surface in which a small surface hole V1 of the deposition mask is formed and a
hole diameter W2 at the communication portion which is a boundary between the small surface hole V1 and a large
surface hole V2, may be similar to or different from each other. The hole diameter W1 at the one surface on which the
small surface hole V1 of the deposition mask is formed may be larger than the hole diameter W2 at the communication
portion.
[0135] For example, a difference between the hole diameter W1 at one surface of the deposition mask and the hole
diameter W2 at the communication portion may be 0.01 mm to 1.1 mm. For example, the difference between the hole
diameter W1 at one surface of the deposition mask and the hole diameter W2 at the communication portion may be
0.03 mm to 1.1 mm. For example, the difference between the hole diameter W1 at one surface of the deposition mask
and the hole diameter W2 at the communication portion may be 0.05 mm to 1.1 mm.
[0136] When the difference between the hole diameter W1 at one surface of the deposition mask and the hole diameter
W2 at the communication portion is larger than 1.1 mm, deposition failure may occur due to the shadow effect.
[0137] As a curvature radius of an inclination of a first inner side surface ES1 in the small surface hole V1 increases,
the shadow effect as the deposition material spreads may be reduced. In the deposition mask according to the embod-
iment, an inclination curvature radius R of the small surface hole may be 3 mm to 86 mm. For example, the inclination
curvature radius R of the small surface hole may be 4.5 mm to 86 mm. For example, the inclination curvature radius R
of the small surface hole may be 17 mm to 86 mm. When the inclination curvature radius R of the small surface hole is
3 mm to 86 mm, the deposition material may form a pattern having a uniform shape.
[0138] An inclination angle connecting one end E1 of the small surface hole positioned at one surface of the deposition
mask and one end E2 of the communication portion between the small surface hole and the large surface hole may be
70 degrees to 89 degrees. For example, the inclination angle connecting one end E1 of the small surface hole positioned
at the one surface of the deposition mask and one end E2 of the communication portion between the small surface hole
and the large surface hole may be 75 degrees to 89 degrees. For example, the inclination angle connecting one end
E1 of the small surface hole positioned at the one surface of the deposition mask and one end E2 of the communication
portion between the small surface hole and the large surface hole may be 78 degrees to 89 degrees. For example, the
inclination angle connecting one end E1 of the small surface hole positioned at the one surface of the deposition mask
and one end E2 of the communication portion between the small surface hole and the large surface hole may be 85
degrees to 89 degrees.
[0139] When the inclination angle connecting one end E1 of the small surface hole located on one surface of the
deposition mask and one end E2 of the communication portion between the small surface hole and the large surface
hole exceeds 89 degrees, the shadow effect may be prevented, but a problem that organic matter remains in the through-
hole during deposition may occur. Accordingly, it may be difficult to form a deposition pattern of uniform size.
[0140] When the inclination angle connecting one end E1 of the small surface hole located on one surface of the
deposition mask and one end E2 of the communication portion between the small surface hole and the large surface
hole is less than 70 degrees, deposition failure may occur due to the shadow effect.
[0141] That is, in the deposition mask according to the embodiment, the inclination angle θ1 of the small surface hole
may be 70 degrees to 89 degrees, and a curvature of the small surface hole may be formed to be 3 mm to 86 mm, and
thus it is possible to prevent the shadow effect, and to solve a problem of organic matter remaining in the deposition
mask during a deposition process. In a process of separating the deposition mask from a substrate after the organic
matter is deposited on the substrate, it is possible to prevent a problem that the organic matter deposited on the substrate
adheres to the deposition mask and is removed.
[0142] In addition, a volume of the island portion may be increased to prevent deformation during pulling of the
deposition mask.
[0143] In the deposition mask capable of realizing a resolution of 500 PPI class, an inclination angle connecting one
end E1 of the small surface hole and one end E2 of the communication portion between the small surface hole and the
large surface hole may be 75 degrees to 89 degrees, and an inclination curvature radius of the small surface hole may
be 4.5 mm to 86 mm.
[0144] In the deposition mask capable of realizing a resolution of 600 PPI to 700 PPI class, an inclination angle
connecting one end E1 of the small surface hole and one end E2 of the communication portion between the small surface
hole and the large surface hole may be 78 degrees to 89 degrees, and an inclination curvature radius of the small surface
hole may be 6 mm to 86 mm.
[0145] In the deposition mask capable of realizing a resolution of 800 PPI or more, an inclination angle connecting
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one end E1 of the small surface hole and one end E2 of the communication portion between the small surface hole and
the large surface hole may be 85 degrees to 89 degrees, and an inclination curvature radius of the small surface hole
may be 17 mm to 86 mm.
[0146] An inclination angle connecting one end E3 of the large surface hole V2 positioned on the other surface opposite
to the one surface of the deposition mask and one end E2 of the communication portion between the small surface hole
and the large surface hole may be 40 to 55 degrees. Accordingly, the deposition pattern having a high-resolution of 500
PPI or more may be formed, and simultaneously, the island portion may exist on the other surface of the deposition mask.
[0147] With reference to FIG. 9, a structure of a cross section of a rib portion of the deposition mask according to
Comparative Example will be described.
[0148] In the deposition mask according to Comparative Example, an inclination angle of a small surface hole measured
at a position corresponding to Example may be smaller than that of Example. For example, an inclination angle θ2 of a
small hole diameter of the deposition mask according to Comparative Example may be less than 70 degrees.
[0149] In the deposition mask according to Comparative Example, a height of the small surface hole measured at a
position corresponding to Example may be greater than that of Example. For example, a height of the small hole diameter
of the deposition mask according to Comparative Example may exceed 3 mm.
[0150] In the deposition mask according to Comparative Example, a difference between a diameter of the small surface
hole and a diameter of a through-hole measured at the position corresponding to Example may be greater than that of
Example. For example, in the deposition mask according to Comparative Example, a difference between a diameter
W1 of the small surface hole and a diameter W2 of the through-hole measured at the position corresponding to Example
may exceed 1.1 mm.
[0151] With reference to FIG. 10, a method of manufacturing a deposition mask according to an embodiment will be
described.
[0152] In the method for manufacturing the deposition mask of a metal material for OLED pixel deposition, the deposition
mask according to the embodiment may be manufactured including: a first step of preparing a base metal plate of a
thickness of 20 mm to 30 mm; a second step of disposing a patterned photoresist layer on one side of the base metal
plate, forming a groove on one surface of the base metal plate by half-etching an open portion of the photoresist layer,
disposing a patterned photoresist layer on the other side of the base metal plate opposite the one side, and forming a
through-hole connected to the groove on the one surface of the base metal plate by etching the open portion of the
photoresist layer; and a third step of removing the photoresist layer to form a deposition mask including a large surface
hole formed on the one surface, a small surface hole formed on the other surface opposite to the one surface, and a
through-hole formed by a communication portion to which a boundary between the large surface hole and the small
surface hole is connected. Through this, it is possible to manufacture a deposition mask that may realize a resolution
of 500 PPI or more.
[0153] In the method for manufacturing the deposition mask of a metal material for OLED pixel deposition, the deposition
mask according to the embodiment may be manufactured including: a first step of preparing a base metal plate of a
thickness of 15 mm to 20 mm; a second step of disposing a patterned photoresist layer on one side of the base metal
plate, forming a groove on one surface of the base metal plate by half-etching an open portion of the photoresist layer,
disposing a patterned photoresist layer on the other side of the base metal plate opposite the one side, and forming a
through-hole connected to the groove on the one surface of the base metal plate by etching the open portion of the
photoresist layer; and a third step of removing the photoresist layer to form a deposition mask including a large surface
hole formed on the one surface, a small surface hole formed on the other surface opposite to the one surface, and a
through-hole formed by a communication portion to which a boundary between the large surface hole and the small
surface hole is connected. Through this, it is possible to manufacture a deposition mask that may realize a resolution
of 800 PPI or more.
[0154] First, the first step of preparing a base metal plate BM having a thickness of 20 mm to 30 mm will be described.
[0155] The base metal plate BM may include a metal material. The base metal plate BM may include a nickel alloy.
For example, the base metal plate BM may be an alloy of nickel and iron. At this point, the nickel may be about 35 to
37 wt%, and the iron may be about 63 to 65 wt%. For example, the base metal plate BM may include an invar including
about 35 to 37 wt% of nickel, about 63 to 65 wt% of iron, and at least one of a trace amount of C, Si, S, P, Cr, Mo, Mn,
Ti, Co, Cu, Fe, Ag, Nb, V, In, and Sb. Here, the small amount may mean not more than 1w%. Specifically, here, the
trace amount may refer to 0.5 wt% or less. However, the base metal plate BM is not limited thereto, and may obviously
include various metal materials.
[0156] Since the nickel alloy such as invar has a small thermal expansion coefficient, it has advantage that a lifetime
of the deposition mask may be increased.
[0157] Here, the first step may further include a thickness reduction step according to a target thickness of the base
metal plate.
[0158] For example, the base metal plate BM may have a thickness of 25 mm to 30 mm. The base metal sheets BM
may have a thickness of 15 mm to 25 mm through the thickness reduction step by rolling and/or etching. Here, the etching
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may be included electrical or chemical etching.
[0159] The base metal plate BM or the base metal plate BM that has undergone a thickness reduction step may
optionally include a surface treatment step.
[0160] For example, there is a problem that uniform etching for the nickel alloy such as the invar is difficult. That is,
in the nickel alloy such as the invar, the etch rate may be increased in an initial stage of the etching. Accordingly, there
is a problem that the etching factor of the small surface hole may be lowered. When the etching factor of the small
surface hole is lowered, there may be a problem that a deposition mask may be formed in which deposition failure occurs
due to the shadow effect. Alternatively, de-filming of the photoresist layer may occur due to side etching of the large
surface hole. In addition, it may be difficult to form a through-hole having a fine size as a size of the through-hole
increases. Further, the through-hole is formed non-uniformly, so that a yield of the deposition mask may be lowered
[0161] Therefore, in an embodiment, a surface layer for surface modification may be disposed on a surface of the
base metal plate with different composition, content, crystal structure and corrosion rate. Here, the surface modification
may mean a layer made of various materials disposed on the surface to improve an etching factor.
[0162] That is, a surface treatment layer may be a layer for preventing rapid etching on the surface of the base metal
plate. The surface treatment layer may be an etching barrier layer having a lower etch rate than that of the base metal
plate. The surface treatment layer may have a different crystal plane and crystal structure from those of the base metal
layer. For example, as the surface treatment layer includes a different element from that of the base metal layer, a crystal
plane and a crystal structure may be different from each other.
[0163] In the same corrosion environment, the surface treatment layer may have a different corrosion potential from
that of the base metal plate. For example, when the same etchant is applied for the same time at the same temperature,
the surface treatment layer may have different corrosion currents or corrosion potentials from those of the base metal plate.
[0164] The base metal plate BM may include a surface treatment layer or a surface treatment portion on one surface
and/or both surfaces, the entire surface, and/or an effective region thereof. The surface treatment layer or the surface
treatment portion may include different elements from the base metal plate, or may include a metal element having a
slow corrosion rate in a larger content than the base metal plate.
[0165] For example, the surface treatment layer may include at least one metal of nickel (Ni), chromium (Cr), iron (Fe),
titanium (Ti), manganese (Mn), oxygen (O), molybdenum (Mo), silver (Ag), zinc (Zn), nitrogen (N), aluminum (Al) and
alloys thereof, and a content of at least one metal of nickel (Ni), chromium (Cr), iron (Fe), titanium (Ti), manganese (Mn),
oxygen (O), molybdenum (Mo), silver (Ag), zinc (Zn), nitrogen (N), aluminum (Al) and alloys thereof may be greater than
that of the base metal plate.
[0166] In case of further including such a surface treatment step, the surface treatment layer may be disposed on a
surface of the base metal plate according to the embodiment. In the surface treatment step, the surface treatment layer
of the element different from the base metal plate BM is disposed, so that the corrosion rate on the surface may be
slower than that of a raw material of the base metal plate BM. Accordingly, the etching factor of the deposition mask
according to the embodiment may be increased. In addition, since the deposition mask according to the embodiment
may uniformly form a plurality of through-holes, the deposition efficiency of R, G, and B patterns may be improved. Here,
including different elements may mean that the base metal plate BM and the surface treatment layer include at least
one different element, or even though all the elements are the same, alloys having different contents are included.
[0167] Next, a disposing step of a patterned photoresist layer P1 on one surface of the base metal plate will be
described. The patterned photoresist layer P1 may be disposed on one surface of the base metal plate in order to form
a small surface hole. An etching barrier layer such as a coating layer or a film layer for preventing etching may be
disposed on the other surface opposite to one surface of the base metal plate.
[0168] Next, the second step of forming a groove on one surface of the metal plate by half-etching an open portion of
the photoresist layer P1 will be described.
[0169] The open portion of the photoresist layer P1 may be exposed to an etchant or the like, and thus etching may
occur in an open portion of one surface of the base metal plate on which the photoresist layer P1 is not disposed.
[0170] The second step may be a step of etching the base metal plate having a thickness T1 of about 20 mm to about
30 mm to a thickness of about 1/2. A depth of the groove formed by the second step may be about 10 mm to 15 mm.
That is, a thickness T2 of the base metal plate measured at the center of the groove after the second step may be about
10 mm to 15 mm.
[0171] The second step may be an anisotropic etching or semi additive process (SAP). In detail, the anisotropic etching
or semi additive process may be used to half-etch the open portion of the photoresist layer. Accordingly, in the groove
formed by the half-etching, an etch rate (b direction) in a depth direction may be faster than that of the side etching (a
direction) than an isotropic etching.
[0172] An etching factor of the small surface hole may be 2.0 to 3.0. For example, the etching factor of the small
surface hole may be 2.1 to 3.0. For example, the etching factor of the small surface hole may be 2.2 to 3.0.
[0173] Here, the etching factor may mean that a depth B of an etched small surface hole divided by a width A of the
photoresist layer extending from the island portion on the small surface hole and protruding toward the center of the
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through-hole (Etching Factor = B/A). The A may mean an average value of a width of one side of the photoresist layer
protruding on the one surface hole and a width of the other side opposite to the one side.
[0174] Next, a forming step of the through-hole will be described.
[0175] First, a patterned photoresist layer P2 may be disposed on the other surface opposite to the one surface of the
base metal plate. The patterned photoresist layer P2 having an open portion may be disposed on the other surface
opposite to the one surface of the base metal plate in order to form a large surface hole. An etching barrier layer such
as a coating layer or a film layer for preventing etching may be disposed on one surface of the base metal plate.
[0176] The open portion of the photoresist layer P2 may be exposed to an etchant, and thus etching may occur in an
open portion of the other surface of the base metal plate on which the photoresist layer P2 is not disposed. The other
surface of the base metal plate may be etched by anisotropic etching or isotropic etching.
[0177] The open portion of the photoresist layer is etched, and thus the groove on one surface of the metal plate may
be connected to the large surface hole to form a through-hole.
[0178] In the second step, 1) the patterned photoresist layer P1 is disposed on one surface of the base metal plate
and the patterned photoresist layer P2 is disposed on the other surface of the base metal plate. And then, 2) the through-
hole may be formed by etching one surface and the other surface of the base metal plate at the same.
[0179] Alternatively, in the second step, 1) the patterned photoresist layer P1 may be disposed on one surface of the
base metal plate, and 2) the grove may be formed on only one surface of the base metal plate by half-etching the open
portion of the photoresist layer P1. Then, 3) the patterned photoresist layer P2 may be disposed on the other surface
of the base metal plate. And then 4) the through-hole may be formed on the other surface of the base metal plate by
etching the open portion of the photoresist layer P2.
[0180] Alternatively, in the second step, 1) the patterned photoresist layer P2 may be disposed on the other surface
of the base metal plate, and 2) the large surface hole may be formed on only the other surface of the base metal plate
by etching the open portion of the photoresist layer P2. Then, 3) the patterned photoresist layer P1 may be disposed
on the one surface of the base metal plate. And then 4) the through-hole connected to the large surface hole may be
formed on the one surface of the base metal plate by half-etching the open portion of the photoresist layer P1.
[0181] Next, the photoresist layer is removed, and the deposition mask may be formed through the third step of forming
the deposition mask including the large surface hole formed on the one surface, the small surface hole formed on the
other surface opposite to the one surface, and the through-hole formed by the communication portion to which the
boundary between the large surface hole and the small surface hole is connected.
[0182] A deposition mask 100 formed through the third step may include the same material as the base metal plate.
For example, the deposition mask may include a material having the same composition as the base metal plate. For
example, the island portion of the deposition mask may include the surface treatment layer described above.
[0183] In the deposition mask formed through the third step, a maximum thickness at the center of the rib may be
smaller than a maximum thickness at an ineffective region not subjected to etching. For example, the maximum thickness
at the center of the rib may be 15 mm. For example, the maximum thickness at the center of the rib may be less than
10 mm. However, a maximum thickness in an ineffective region of the deposition mask may be 20 mm to 30 mm. The
maximum thickness in the ineffective region of the deposition mask may be equal to a thickness of the base metal plate
prepared in the first step. Alternatively, the maximum thickness in the ineffective region of the deposition mask may be
15 mm to 25 mm after a thickness reduction step in the first step.
[0184] With reference to FIG. 11, a method of manufacturing a deposition mask according to Comparative Example
will be described.
[0185] Referring to FIG. 11, a base metal plate BM including the same thickness and the same material as that of
Example may be prepared.
[0186] Next, a photoresist layer P1 may be disposed on one surface of the deposition mask according to Comparative
Example.
[0187] Thereafter, a half-etched groove portion of the deposition mask according to Comparative Example may be
formed by an isotropic etching. That is, an etching factor of a small surface hole formed by the isotropic etching of
Comparative Example may be smaller than that of a small surface hole formed by an anisotropic etching or semi-additive
process of Example. As an example, the etching factor of the small surface hole formed by the isotropic etching may
be 1.5 to 2.5. As an example, the etching factor of the small surface hole formed by the isotropic etching may be 1.5 to 2.1.
[0188] That is, in case of the isotropic etching according to Comparative Example, a speed of the side etching (a
direction) may be faster than that of Example.
[0189] Next, in the deposition mask according to Comparative Example, after a photoresist layer P2 is disposed on
the other surface opposite to one surface, the deposition mask may be formed by etching.
[0190] In the deposition mask according to Comparative Example, a height H1 between one surface of the deposition
mask on which a small surface hole is formed and the communication portion may exceed 3 mm.
[0191] In the deposition mask according to Comparative Example, a deviation between a hole diameter W1 at one
surface in which the small surface hole of the deposition mask is formed and a hole diameter W2 at the communication
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portion may exceed 1.1 mm.
[0192] Accordingly, in an OLED pattern formed through the deposition mask according to Comparative Example,
deposition failure may occur due to a shadow effect.
[0193] Hereinafter, the present invention will be described in more detail with reference to Examples and Comparative
Examples. Such Examples are merely illustrative for describing the present invention in more detail. Therefore, the
present invention is not limited to thereto.

<Experimental Example 1: Measuring of W1-W2 value, Small hole diameter curvature, Small hole diameter inclination 
angle >

[0194] When a height H1 between one surface of a deposition mask having a small surface hole formed thereon and
a communicating portion is 3 mm, Table 1 shows an evaluation result of measuring a deviation between a hole diameter
W1 at one surface on which the small surface hole is formed and a diameter W2 at a communicating portion, a curvature
of a small hole diameter, and an inclination angle of the small hole diameter.

[0195] A shadow effect of Example and Comparative Example will be described with reference to FIGS. 12 to 15, and
a difference between inclined angles of small surface holes according to Example and Comparative Example will be
described with reference to FIGS. 8 and 9.
[0196] With reference to FIGS.12 and 13, a deposition pattern formed through a deposition mask according to Example
will be described.
[0197] Referring to FIG. 12, in the deposition mask according to Example, a height H1 between one surface of the
deposition mask in which the small surface hole is formed and the communication portion may be 3 mm or less. Accord-
ingly, a distance between one surface of the deposition mask and a substrate on which a deposition pattern is disposed
may be short, and thus deposition failure due to a shadow effect may be reduced.
[0198] Referring to FIG. 13, deposition failure in which different deposition materials are placed in the same region
may not occur in a region between two adjacent patterns among adjacent R, G, and B patterns. That is, the R, G, and
B patterns according to Example may minimize a shadow phenomenon in which a deposition material spreads around
the pattern. Therefore, in the deposition mask according to Example, a height of a small hole diameter may be 3 mm or
less, thereby preventing OLED pixel deposition failure.
[0199] In addition, referring to FIG. 7, the inclination angle θ1 of the small hole diameter of the deposition mask
according to Example may be 70 degrees to 89 degrees. Accordingly, the deposition mask according to Example may
minimize the deposition failure due to the shadow effect.
[0200] With reference to FIGS.14 and 15, a deposition pattern formed through a deposition mask according to Com-
parative Example will be described.
[0201] Referring to FIG. 14, in the deposition mask according to Comparative Example, a height H1 between one
surface of the deposition mask in which the small surface hole is formed and the communication portion may exceed 3
mm. Accordingly, since a distance between one surface of the deposition mask and a substrate on which a deposition
pattern is disposed may be farther than that of Example, deposition failure due to a shadow effect may be increased.
[0202] Referring to FIG. 15, deposition failure in which different deposition materials are placed in the same region
may occur in a region between two adjacent patterns among adjacent R, G, and B patterns. That is, in the R, G, and B
patterns according to Comparative Example, a shadow phenomenon in which a deposition material spreads around the
pattern may occur. For example, in Comparative Example, as the deposition material spreads between the R pattern
and the G pattern, an overlapping region SA in which the R pattern forming material and the G pattern forming material
occupy the same region of the substrate may occur. Therefore, a structure of the deposition mask according to Com-
parative Example may prevent OLED pixel deposition failure.
[0203] In addition, referring to FIG. 9, the inclination angle θ2 of the small hole diameter of the deposition mask
according to Comparative Example may be less than 70 degrees. Accordingly, the deposition mask according to Com-

[Table 1]

W1-W2 value 
(mm)

Small hole diameter curvature (R) value 
(mm)

Small hole diameter inclination angle 
value (θ1)

Example 1 1.091 4.667 70°

Example 2 0.084 6.0 75°

Example 3 0.262 17.276 85°

Example 4 0.052 85.961 89°
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parative Example, the deposition failure due to the shadow effect may occur.

Claims

1. A metallic material deposition mask for OLED pixel deposition, the deposition mask comprising:

a deposition region for forming a deposition pattern and a non-deposition region other than the deposition region,
wherein the deposition region includes a plurality of effective portions spaced apart in a longitudinal direction
and an ineffective portion other than the effective portion,
wherein the effective portion includes:

a plurality of small surface holes formed on one surface;
a plurality of large surface holes formed on the other surface opposite to the one surface;
a through-hole communicating the small surface hole and the large surface hole; and
an island portion between the plurality of through-holes,
wherein the deposition mask has a resolution of 500 PPI or more in which a diameter of the through-hole
is 33 mm or less and a distance between the through-holes is 48 mm or less,
an inclination angle of the small surface hole with respect to the one surface is 70 degrees to 89 degrees, and
an inclination curvature radius of the small surface hole with respect to the one surface is 3 mm to 86 mm.

2. The deposition mask of claim 1, wherein a height of the small surface hole with respect to the one surface is 3 mm
or less.

3. The deposition mask of claim 1, wherein a difference between a diameter of the small surface hole and the diameter
of the through-hole in the one surface of the deposition mask is 0.01 mm to 1.1 mm.

4. The deposition mask of claim 1, wherein a thickness of the ineffective portion is 30 mm or less, and the maximum
thickness of the island portion is 15 mm or less.

5. The deposition mask of claim 1, wherein the deposition mask has
a resolution of 800 PPI or more in which the diameter of the through-hole is 20 mm or less and the distance between
the through-holes is 32 mm or less,
wherein the inclination angle of the small surface hole with respect to the one surface is 85 degrees to 89 degrees,
the inclination curvature radius of the small surface hole with respect to the one surface is 17 mm to 86 mm, and
a thickness of the ineffective portion is 20 mm or less.

6. The deposition mask of claim 1, wherein the deposition mask is for depositing a green pixel of an organic light
emitting display device.

7. The deposition mask of claim 1, wherein a width of the island portion is 2 mm or more.

8. The deposition mask of claim 1, wherein an average deviation of the diameters of the through-holes is 6 3 mm.

9. The deposition mask of claim 1, wherein the diameter of the through-hole is 15 mm to 33 mm.

10. The deposition mask of claim 1, wherein the distance between the through-holes is 20 mm to 48 mm.

11. The deposition mask of claim 2, wherein the height of the small surface hole with respect to the one surface is 1.4
mm to 3 mm.

12. The deposition mask of claim 4, wherein the thickness of the ineffective portion is 15 mm to 30 mm.

13. The deposition mask of claim 1, wherein a difference between a hole diameter of the small surface hole and a hole
diameter of the through-hole is 0.01 mm to 1.1 mm.
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