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(57)  Alight-emitting display device is provided. The
light-emitting display device includes a first substrate
(110a), a first electrode layer (119) on the first substrate
(110a), a bank layer (120) that has openings exposing
part of the first electrode layer (119), an emissive layer
(124) onthe firstelectrode layer (119), bank grooves (BH)

formed by recessing the bank layer (120), a second elec-
trode layer (125) on the emissive layer (124), and a
low-reflectivity layer (130) that lies on the second elec-
trode layer (125) and is positioned to correspond to the
bank grooves (BH).
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Description

[0001] This application claims the benefit of Korean
Patent Application No. 10-2017-0163571, filed on No-
vember 30, 2017.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the invention

[0002] The present disclosure relates to a light-emit-
ting display device.

Related Art

[0003] The market for displays which act as an inter-
mediary between users and information is growing with
the development of information technology. Thus, dis-
play devices such as light-emitting displays (LED), liquid
crystal displays (LCD), and plasma display panels (PDP)
are increasingly used.

[0004] Ofthe aforementioned displays, a light-emitting
display comprises a display panel comprising a plurality
of subpixels, a drive part that drives the display panel,
and a power supply part that supplies electric power to
the display panel. The drive part comprises a scan driver
that supplies scan signals (or gate signals) to the display
panel and a data driver that supplies data signals to the
display panel.

[0005] Inthe light-emitting display, when scan signals,
data signals, etc. are supplied to subpixels arranged in
a matrix, the light-emitting diodes of selected subpixels
emit light, thereby displaying animage. The light-emitting
display may be classified as a bottom-emission type that
emits light toward a lower substrate or a top-emission
type that emits light toward an upper substrate.

[0006] Light-emitting display are attracting attention as
next-generation display devices and have other many
benefits, since they display an image based on the light
produced from the light-emitting diodes included in the
subpixels. However, there are still some problems to
overcome to make ultra-high resolution light-emitting dis-

plays.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] Atits most general, the present disclosure may
provide a light-emitting display device which includes a
layer configured to suppress a light path formed by bank
grooves in a bank layer of the light-emitting display de-
vice, e.g. a light path along which light moves between
adjacent sub-pixels in the light-emitting display device.
This suppression may be achieved by either of the as-
pects outlined below.

[0008] An aspect of the present disclosure provides a
light-emitting display device comprising: a first substrate;
a first electrode layer on the first substrate; a bank layer
that has openings exposing part of the first electrode lay-
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er; an emissive layer on the first electrode layer; bank
grooves formed by recessing the bank layer; a second
electrode layer on the emissive layer; and a low-reflec-
tivity layer that lies on the second electrode layer and is
positioned to correspond to the bank grooves.

[0009] Another aspect of the present disclosure pro-
vides a light-emitting display device comprising: a first
substrate; a first electrode layer on the first substrate; a
bank layer that has openings exposing part of the first
electrode layer; an emissive layer on the first electrode
layer; bank grooves formed by recessing the bank layer;
a second electrode layer on the emissive layer; and a
polarization layer that lies on the second electrode layer
and is positioned to correspond to at least part of the
bank layer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] The accompany drawings, which are included
to provide a further understanding of the disclosure and
are incorporated on and constitute a part of this specifi-
cation, illustrate examples of the disclosure and together
with the description serve to explain the principles of the
disclosure.

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of an organic
light-emitting display device;

FIG. 2 is a schematic circuit diagram of a subpixel;
FIG. 3 is a detailed circuit diagram illustrating a por-
tion of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a display panel;
FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view schematically illus-
trating subpixels;

FIG. 6 is an explanatory diagram of the light-emis-
sion characteristics of subpixels;

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a display panel
according to a first example of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view for explaining ben-
efits of the first example of the present disclosure;
FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view of a display panel
according to a second example of the present dis-
closure;

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view for explaining ben-
efits of the second example of the presentdisclosure;
FIG. 11 shows simulation results for the refractivity
vs wavelength of the display panel manufactured ac-
cording to the second example of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional view of a display panel
according to a third example of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view for schematically
explaining a mechanism according to the third ex-
ample of the present disclosure;

FIG. 14 is a cross-sectional view of a display panel
according to a fourth example of the present disclo-
sure;
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FIG. 15 is a cross-sectional view of a display panel
according to a fifth example of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view of a display panel
according to a sixth example of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 17 is a cross-sectional view of a display panel
according to a seventh example of the present dis-
closure; and

FIG. 18 is a cross-sectional view of a display panel
according to an eighth example of the present dis-
closure.

DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLES

[0011] Reference will now be made in detail examples
of the disclosure examples of which are illustrated in the
accompanying drawings.

[0012] Hereinafter, concrete examples of the present
disclosure will be described with reference to the accom-
panying drawings.

[0013] A light-emitting display device to be described
below may be implemented as a television, a video play-
er, a personal computer (PC), a home theater, a smart-
phone, a virtual reality (VR) device, an augmented reality
(AR) device, etc. Although the light-emitting display de-
vice will be described below with respect to an organic
light-emitting display device that is based on organic
light-emitting diodes (light-emitting display elements), it
should be noted that the light-emitting display device to
be described below may be implemented based on inor-
ganic light-emitting diodes.

[0014] FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of an or-
ganic light-emitting display device. FIG. 2 is a schematic
circuit diagram of a subpixel. FIG. 3 is a detailed circuit
diagram illustrating a portion of FIG. 2. FIG. 4 is a cross-
sectional view of a display panel. FIG. 5 is a cross-sec-
tional view schematically illustrating subpixels. FIG. 6 is
an explanatory diagram of the light-emission character-
istics of subpixels.

[0015] As shown in FIG. 1, the organic light-emitting
display comprises a timing controller 151, a data driver
155, a scan driver 157, a display panel 110, and a power
supply part 153.

[0016] Thetiming controller 151 receives drive signals,
including a data enable signal, a vertical synchronization
signal, a horizontal synchronization signal, and a clock
signal, along with data signals DATA, from an image
processor (not shown). Based on the drive signals, the
timing controller 151 outputs a gate timing control signal
GDC for controlling the operation timing of the scan driver
157 and a data timing control signal DDC for controlling
the operation timing of the data driver 155. The timing
controller 151 may be provided in the form of an IC (in-
tegrated circuit)

[0017] The datadriver 155 samples and latches a data
signal DATA supplied from the timing controller 151 in
response to a data timing control signal DDC supplied
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from the timing controller 151, and converts a digital data
signal to an analog data signal (or data voltage) as a
gamma reference voltage and outputs it. The data driver
155 outputs data signals DATA through data lines DL1
to DLn. The data driver 155 may be provided in the form
of an IC (integrated circuit).

[0018] The scan driver 157 outputs scan signals in re-
sponse to a gate timing control signal GDC supplied from
the timing controller 151. The scan driver 157 outputs
scan signals through scan lines GL1 to GLm. The scan
driver 157 may be provided in the form of an IC or formed
on the display panel 110 using the gate-in-panel tech-
nology (in which transistors are formed using a thin-film
process).

[0019] The power supply part 153 outputs a high-level
voltage and a low-level voltage. The high-level voltage
and low-level voltage outputted from the power supply
part 153 are supplied to the display panel 110. The high-
level voltage is supplied to the display panel 110 via a
first power line EVDD, and the low-level voltage is sup-
plied to the display panel 110 via a second power line
EVSS. The power supply part 153 may be provided in
the form of an IC.

[0020] The display panel 110 displays an image in re-
sponse to data signals DATA supplied from the data driv-
er 155, scan signals supplied from the scan driver 157,
and electric power supplied from the power supply part
153. The display panel 110 comprises subpixels SP that
work to display an image and emit light.

[0021] The subpixels SP may comprise red subpixels,
green subpixels, and blue subpixels, or may comprise
white subpixels, red subpixels, green subpixels, and blue
subpixels. The subpixels SP may have one or more dif-
ferent light-emitting areas depending on the light-emis-
sion characteristics.

[0022] As shown in FIG. 2, a single subpixel is posi-
tioned at the intersection of a data line DL1 and a scan
line GL1, and comprises a programming part SC for set-
ting the gate-source voltage of a driving transistor DR
and an organic light-emitting diode OLED. The organic
light-emitting diode OLED comprises an anode ANO, a
cathode CAT, and an organic emissive layer sandwiched
between the anode ANO and cathode CAT. The anode
ANO is connected to the driving transistor DR.

[0023] The programming part SC may comprise a tran-
sistor part (transistor array) comprising at least one
switching transistor and at least one capacitor. The tran-
sistor partis implemented based on CMOS semiconduc-
tor, PMOS semiconductor, orNMOS semiconductor. The
transistors included in the transistor part may be imple-
mented as p-type or n-type. Moreover, semiconductor
layers of the transistors included in the transistor part of
the subpixel may contain amorphous silicon, polysilicon,
or oxide.

[0024] The switching transistor turns on in response to
a scan signal from the scan line GL1 to apply a data
voltage from the data line DL1 to one electrode of the
capacitor. The driving transistor DR adjusts the amount
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of light emitted from the organic light-emitting diode
OLED by controlling the amount of current depending on
the amount of voltage stored in the capacitor. The amount
of light emitted from the organic light-emitting diode
OLED is proportional to the amount of current supplied
from the driving transistor DR. Also, the subpixel is con-
nected to a first power supply line EVDD and a second
power supply line EVSS to receive high-level voltage and
low-level voltage.

[0025] Asshownin(a)ofFIG. 3, the subpixel may com-
prise an internal compensation circuit CC, as well as the
aforementioned switching transistor SW, driving transis-
tor DR, capacitor Cst, and organic light-emitting diode
OLED. The internal compensation circuit CC may com-
prise one or more transistors connected to a compensa-
tion signal line INIT. The internal compensation circuit
CC sets the gate-source voltage of the driving transistor
DR to a voltage that reflects variation in threshold voltage,
so as to cancel out any brightness variation caused by
the threshold voltage of the driving transistor DR when
the organic light-emitting diode OLED emits light. In this
case, the scan line GL1 comprises at leasttwo scanlines
GL1a and GL1b for controlling the switching transistor
SW and the transistors in the internal compensation cir-
cuit CC.

[0026] Asshownin (b)ofFIG. 3, the subpixel may com-
prise a switching transistor SW1, a driving transistor DR,
a sensing transistor SW2, a capacitor Cst, and an organic
light-emitting diode OLED. The sensing transistor SW2
is a transistor that may be included in the internal com-
pensation circuit CC, and performs a sensing operation
for compensating for the subpixel.

[0027] The switching transistor SW1 serves to supply
a data voltage supplied through the data line DL1 to a
first node N1, in response to a scan signal supplied
through the first scan line GL1a. The sensing transistor
SW2 serves to reset or sense a second node N2 situated
between the driving transistor DR and the organic light-
emitting diode OLED, in response to a sensing signal
supplied through the second scan line GL1b.

[0028] Meanwhile, the above circuit configuration of
the subpixel depicted in FIG. 3 is only for ease of com-
prehension. That is, the circuit configuration of the sub-
pixel according to the present disclosure is not limited to
the above, but may vary, including 2T (transistor)1C(ca-
pacitor), 3T2C, 4T2C, 5T1C, 6T2C, and 7T2C.

[0029] Asshownin FIG. 4, the display panel 110 com-
prises a first substrate 110a, a second substrate 110b,
adisplay area AA, a pad part PAD, and a protective film
layer ENC. At least one of the first substrate 110a and
the second substrate 110b may be made of a transparent
material that lets light through. The first substrate 110a
and the second substrate 110b may be selected from
resin, glass, silicon (When it is opaque) and the like. The
display area AA is made up of subpixels SP that emit
light. The pad part PAD is made up of pads for facilitating
an electrical connection with an external substrate.
[0030] The display area AA is placed to take up most
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of the surface of the first substrate 110a, and the pad
part PAD is placed on one outer edge of the first substrate
110a. The display area AA is sealed with the protective
film layer ENC existing between the first substrate 110a
and the second substrate 110b and protected from mois-
ture or oxygen. On the other hand, the pad part PAD is
exposed externally. However, the display panel 110 is
not limited to this structure since it may come in various
structures.

[0031] As shown in FIG. 5, the subpixels each may
comprise a light-emitting diode OLED and a color filter
layer CF. The light-emitting diode OLED is formed on
one side of the first substrate 110a, and is composed of
an anode E1 (or cathode), a emissive layer EL that emits
white light or the like, and a cathode E2 (or anode). The
light emitted from the light-emitting diode OLED may be
turned into a different color by the color filter layer CF.
Therefore, the light emitted from the light-emitting diode
OLED does not necessarily have to be white light, but
the following description will be given with an example in
which white light is emitted.

[0032] The color filter layer CF turns the white light
emitted from the emissive layer EL into red (R), green
(G), or blue (B). An area in which red light is emitted by
the color filter layer CF is defined as a red subpixel, an
area in which blue light is emitted by the color filter layer
CF is defined as a blue subpixel, and an area in which
white light is emitted by the color filter layer CF is defined
as a white subpixel.

[0033] The color filter layer CF may be formed on the
other side of the second substrate 110a, which faces the
light-emitting diodes OLED, or on top of the light-emitting
diodes OLED. The protective film layer ENC may be sit-
uated between the cathode E2 and the color filter layer
CF. However, the protective film layer ENC may be omit-
ted depending on the sealing structure.

[0034] The anode E1 may be composed of multiple
layers, such as a first electrode layer EA, a second elec-
trode layer EB, and a third electrode layer EC, to improve
the light emission toward the second substrate 110a. The
first electrode layer EA may be made of a transparent
oxide material (e.g., ITO), the second electrode layer EB
may be made of a reflective metal material (e.g., Ag),
and the third electrode layer EC may be made of a trans-
parent oxide material (e.g., ITO). However, the structure
of the anode E1 is not limited to this.

[0035] As shownin FIG. 6, the emissive layer EL may
comprise a first emissive layer EL1, a charge generation
layer CGL, and a second emissive layer EL2. The emis-
sive layer EL comprising the charge generation layer
CGL may further comprise two, three, or more emissive
layers, in addition to the two emissive layers EL1 and
EL2. Therefore, the emissive layer EL comprising the
charge generation layer CGL should be construed as
comprising at least two emissive layers.

[0036] The emissive layers EL may emit white light
based on the light emitted from the first emissive layer
EL1 and second emissive layer EL2. For example, the
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first emissive layer EL1 may be made of a material that
emits blue light (B), and the second emissive layer EL2
may be made of a material that emits yellowish green (or
yellow) light (YG).

[0037] The charge generation layer CGL may be
formed of a P-N junction of an N-type charge generation
layern-CGL and a P-type charge generation layer p-CGL
or an N-P junction, the opposite of the P-N junction. The
charge generation layer CGL serves to generate charges
or separate holes and electrons to inject the charges into
the first emissive layer (first stack) EL1 and the second
emissive layer (second stack) EL2. The N-type charge
generation layer n-CGL supplies the electrons to the first
emissive layer EL1, and the P-type charge generation
layer p-CGL supplies the holes to the second emissive
layer EL2. Therefore, the luminous efficiency of the ele-
ments having a plurality of emissive layers can be further
increased, and the driving voltage can be lowered.
[0038] The N-type charge generation layer n-CGL may
be made of a metal or an N-doped organic material. The
metal may be one selected from the group consisting of
Li, Na, K, Rb, Cs, Mg, Ca, Sr, Ba, La, Ce, Sm, Eu, Tb,
Dy, and Yb. Also, an N-type dopant and host used for
the N-doped organic material may be conventionally-
used materials. For example, the n-type dopant may be
an alkali metal, alkali metal compound, alkali earth metal,
or alkali earth metal compound. The N-type dopant may
be one selected from the group consisting of Cs, K, Rb,
Mg, Na, Ca, Sr, Eu, and Yb. The host may be one selected
from the group consisting of tris(8-hydroxyquinoline)alu-
minum, triazine, a hydroxyquinoline derivative, a benza-
zole derivative, and a silole derivative.

[0039] The P-type charge generation layer p-CGL may
be made of a metal or a P-doped organic material. The
metal may be one selected from the group consisting of
Al, Cu, Fe, Pb, Zn, Au, Pt, W, In, Mo, Ni, and Ti. Also, a
P-type dopant and host used for the P-doped organic
material may be conventionally-used materials. For ex-
ample, the P-type dopant may be one selected from the
group consisting of 2,3,5,6-tetrafluore-7,7,8,8-tetracy-
anoquinodimethane (F4-TCNQ), a tetracyanoquin-
odimethane derivative, iodine, FeC13, FeF3, and
SbC15. The host may be one selected from the group
consisting of N,N’-di(naphthalen-1-yl)-N,N-diphenyl-
benzidine (NPB), NN’-diphenyl-NN’-bis(3-methylphe-
nyl)-1,1-biphenyl-4,4’-diamine (TPD), and N,N’,N’-
tetranaphthyl-benzidine (TNB).

<First Example>

[0040] FIG. 7 isacross-sectional view of a display pan-
el according to a first example of the present disclosure.
FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view for explaining benefits of
the first example of the present disclosure.

[0041] AsshowninFIG.7,the display panel according
to the first example of the present disclosure comprises
a first substrate 110a, a transistor part TFTA, an organic
light-emitting diode OLED, a low-reflectivity layer 130, a
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protective film layer ENC, a black matrix layer BM, and
a color filter layer CF.

[0042] First through third subpixels SP1 through SP3
are defined based on the transistor part TFTA, organic
light-emitting diodes OLED, and color filter layer CF in-
cluded in the display panel. The areas of the first through
third subpixels SP1 through SP3 are defined by a bank
layer 120 that lies on the transistor part TFTA. The areas
in which the bank layer 120 is located are defined as non-
light-emitting areas where light is not emitted, and the
areas in which the first electrode layer 119 is exposed
are defined as light-emitting areas or openings where
light is emitted.

[0043] The transistor part TFTA lies over the first sub-
strate 110a. In each of the first through third subpixels
SP1 through SP3, the transistor part TFTA comprises a
switching transistor, a driving transistor, a capacitor, and
a power supply line. As explained previously in FIG. 3,
the transistor part TFTA varies enormously in configura-
tion and has various stack structures depending on the
position of a gate electrode like a top-gate electrode or
bottom-gate electrode. Thus, the transistor part TFTA is
not depicted in detail. The components included in the
transistor part TFTA, such as the switching transistor,
driving transistor, capacitor, etc., are protected by an in-
sulating layer or protective layer.

[0044] The organic light-emitting diodes OLED com-
prise a first electrode layer 119, an emissive layer 124,
and a second electrode layer 125 that lie over the tran-
sistor part TFTA. The first electrode layer 119 may be
anode, and the second electrode 125 may be cathode.
The first electrode layer 119 lies on the protective layer
which is the uppermost layer of the transistor part TFTA.
The first electrode layer 119 is connected to a source or
drain electrode of the driving transistor included in the
transistor part TFTA. The first electrode layer 119 is po-
sitioned to correspond to the light-emitting areas (light-
emitting surfaces) of the first through third subpixels SP1
through SP3. The first electrode layer 119 may consist
of a single layer or multiple layers comprising a reflective
electrode layer.

[0045] The emissive layer 124 lies over the first elec-
trode layer 119. The emissive layer 124 comprise one
emissive layer or at least two emissive layers. The sec-
ond electrode layer 125 lies over the emissive layer 124.
The second electrode layer 125 is positioned to cover
the first through third subpixels SP altogether. The sec-
ond electrode layer 125 may consist of a single layer or
multiple layers comprising a low-resistivity layer. The pro-
tective film layer ENC lies over the organic light-emitting
diodes OLED. The protective film layer ENC may consist
of a single layer or multiple layers. The protective film
layer ENC may comprise first through third protective film
layers 127 through 129, which may have a stack structure
of an inorganic material (e.g., SiNx) and an organic ma-
terial (e.g., monomer) alternating with each other. For
example, the first protective layer 127 may be made of
an inorganic material (e.g., SiNx), the second protective
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film layer 128 may be made of an organic material (e.g.,
monomer), and the third protective film layer 129 may be
made of an inorganic material (e.g., SiNx), but not limited
to these materials.

[0046] The black matrix layer BM may lie on the pro-
tective film layer ENC. The black matrix layer BM is po-
sitioned to correspond to the bank layer 120. The black
matrix layer BM may comprise a black material that can
block the light emitted from the organic light-emitting di-
odes OLED. Although the black matrix layer BM is illus-
trated as lying on the protective film layer ENC, it may
be omitted or located on other layers, like on top of the
color filter layer CF.

[0047] Thecolorfilterlayer CF may lie on the protective
film layer ENC. The color filter layer CF may comprise
first through third color filter layers CF1 through CF3, and
may comprise materials of various colors that can turn
the light produced by the organic light-emitting diodes
OLED to red, green, and blue. Although the color filter
layer CF is illustrated as covering the black matrix layer
BM on the protective film layer ENC, it may be omitted
or located on other layers.

[0048] The bank layer 120 has bank grooves BH
formed by recessing the top surface. Although the bank
grooves BH are illustrated as comprising a bottom sur-
face and aninner surface and having arectangular cross-
sectional shape, it may be, but not limited to, triangular,
trapezoidal, or polygonal. Due to the bank grooves BH,
the bank layer 120 has an outer surface and an inner
surface. Thus, the inner surface of the bank grooves BH
may be defined as the inner surface of the bank layer
120. The bank grooves BH formed in the top surface of
the bank layer 120 serve to separate the emissive layer
124 for each subpixel region (to separate each subpixel
from adjacent subpixels).

[0049] Specifically, the bank grooves BH separate the
emissive layer 124 to provide a space for solving the
problem of leakage current (or often referred to as lateral
current leakage) between vertically or laterally adjacent
pixels. The problem of leakage current is highly likely to
occur especially in a structure where the charge gener-
ation layer is formed. Therefore, the bank grooves BH
may provide greater benefits when the charge generation
layer is included. Meanwhile, the emissive layer 124 and
the second electrode layer 125 may be separated togeth-
er depending on the shape of the bank grooves BH and
the structure (especially, thickness) of the second elec-
trode layer 125, but not limited to this.

[0050] The low-reflectivity layer 130 lies over the bank
grooves BH of the bank layer 120. The low-reflectivity
layer 130 may be recessed along the bank grooves BH.
The low-reflectivity layer 130 may be positioned to cor-
respond to the top surface of the bank layer 120, as well
as the bottom surface and inner surface of the bank
grooves BH. The low-reflectivity layer 130 may have a
U-shape as shown in the drawing, or may have a shape
similar to the bank layer 120 and bank grooves BH, in-
cluding triangular, rectangular, trapezoidal, and polygo-
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nal. The low-reflectivity layer 130 may be formed in var-
ious shapes, as long as it does not block the path of light
traveling through the light-emitting areas (light-emitting
surfaces) of the first through third subpixels SP1 through
SP3. The low-reflectivity layer 130 may be formed of a
single layer and made of a low-reflectivity material - for
example, Mo, Ti, Zr, Hf, V, Nb, Ta, Cr, and W and one
or more alloys containing them.

[0051] The low-reflectivity layer 130 serves to solve
the problem of a light path formed by the bank grooves
BH in the bank layer 120, along which light is moved to
adjacent subpixels or reflected, and the problem of color
mixing in which different kinds of light (colors) are mixed
due to the light transmitted through the light path. The
low-reflectivity layer 130 may lie on the second electrode
layer 125 on the bank grooves BH. The low-reflectivity
layer 130 lying on the second electrode layer 125 on the
bank grooves BH may solve the problem of light path
formation and the problem of color mixing and, at the
same time, reduce the resistance of the second electrode
layer 125. However, whether the resistance of the second
electrode layer 125 is reduced or not depends on the
material of the low-reflectivity layer 130.

[0052] The low-reflectivity layer 130 may be positioned
between the layers of the protective film layer ENC on
the bank grooves BH. For example, the low-reflectivity
layer 130 may lie directly on the first protective film layer
127 on the bank grooves BH. The low-reflectivity layer
130 lying directly on the first protective film layer 127 on
the bank grooves BH may solve the problem of light path
formation and the problem of color mixing more effec-
tively due to the material property of the protective film
layer ENC (the difference in refractive index between the
layers constituting the protective film layer).

[0053] This is because it is possible to prevent a
waveguide phenomenon in which a light path is formed
due to the difference in refractive index between the lay-
ers constituting the protective film layer ENC. Thus, the
closer the low-reflectivity layer 130 is to where there is a
difference in refractive index, like directly over the first
protective film layer 127, the better. However, the low-
reflectivity layer 130 may be located on other layers de-
pending on the material of the protective film layer ENC
and the difference in the refractive index thereof.
[0054] As shown in (a) of FIG. 8, if only the bank
grooves BH exist in the bank layer 120, a light path is
formed along which the light produced from the first sub-
pixel SP1 is moved to the second subpixel SP2 adjacent
to the first subpixel SP1. On the other hand, as shown in
(b) of FIG. 8, if the low-reflectivity layer 130 exists in the
bank grooves BH of the bank layer 120, no light path is
formed along which the light produced from the first sub-
pixel SP1 is moved to the second subpixel SP2 adjacent
to the first subpixel SP1. This is because, as explained
previously, itis possible to prevent a waveguide phenom-
enon in which the low-reflectivity layer 130 in the bank
grooves BH causes light path formation.

[0055] As can be seen from the example given in FIG.
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8, according to the firstexample, the light coming through
the bank layer 120 and the bank grooves BH may be
absorbed by the low-reflectivity layer 130. Moreover, the
light produced by the first subpixel SP1 is not moved to
the second subpixel SP2 but lost due to the low reflectivity
of the low-reflectivity layer 130.

[0056] The subpixels become smaller in size on a dis-
play panel with an ultra-high resolution; therefore, it is
highly likely that current leakage to adjacent subpixels
might occur. However, with the structure given in the first
example, itis possible to solve the problem of a light path
along which light is moved to adjacent subpixels or re-
flected and the problem of color mixing in which different
kinds of light (colors) are mixed, as well as the problem
of leakage current through the emissive layer 124. There-
fore, the first example may provide a structure suitable
for making an organic light-emitting display device with
an ultra-high resolution.

[0057] The second example of the present disclosure
to be described below is similar to the first example, but
there is a difference in the structure of the low-reflectivity
layer 130. Thus, to avoid redundancy, the description will
be given with respect to changes made to the structure
of the low-reflectivity layer 130.

<Second Example>

[0058] FIG. 9isacross-sectional view of a display pan-
el according to a second example of the present disclo-
sure. FIG. 10is a cross-sectional view for explaining ben-
efits of the second example of the present disclosure.
FIG. 11 shows simulation results for the refractivity vs
wavelength of the display panel manufactured according
to the second example of the present disclosure.
[0059] AsshowninFIG.9,the display panel according
to the second example of the present disclosure com-
prises a first substrate 110a, a transistor part TFTA, or-
ganic light-emitting diodes OLED, a low-reflectivity layer
130, a protective film layer ENC, a black matrix layer BM,
and a color filter layer CF.

[0060] Although the low-reflectivity layer 130 is illus-
trated as lying directly on the first protective film layer
127 on the bank grooves BH, this is merely an example
and, as explained previously, the low-refractivity layer
130 may lie on the second electrode layer 125 or be lo-
cated inside the protective film layer ENC.

[0061] According to the second example, the low-re-
flectivity layer 130 may be formed of multiple layers and
composed of a metal layer made of a low-reflectivity ma-
terial - for example, Mo, Ti, Zr, Hf, V, Nb, Ta, Cr, and W
and one ormore alloys containingthem - and aninorganic
layer made of an inorganic material (comprising an oxide
material). For example, the low-reflectivity layer 130 may
comprise a first layer 131 made of a metal material, a
second layer 132 made of an inorganic material, and a
third layer 133 made of a metal material.

[0062] As can be seen from the example given in FIG.
10, the light coming through the outer surface of the bank
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layer 120 may be absorbed by the low-reflectivity layer
130, or may not be moved from the first subpixel SP1 to
the second subpixel SP2 but lost due to the low reflectivity
of the low-reflectivity layer 130.

[0063] AsshowninFIGS. 9and 11, the low-reflectivity
layer 130 has a first layer 131 of MoTi, a second layer
132 of ITO, and a third layer 133 of MoTi. From the sim-
ulation results of the second example, the low-reflectivity
layer 130 of MoTi/ITO/MoTi showed an average reflec-
tivity (%) of 8.97 at wavelengths of 380 nm to 780 nm,
and showed a reflectivity (%) of 3.04 at a wavelength of
550 nm. Therefore, the low-reflectivity layer 130 consist-
ing of multiple layers may be optimized to have the high-
est reflectivity versus wavelength by using the cancella-
tion and interference of light.

<Third Example>

[0064] FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional view of a display
panel according to a third example of the present disclo-
sure. FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view for schematically
explaining a mechanism according to the third example
of the present disclosure.

[0065] As shown in FIG. 12, the display panel accord-
ing to the third example of the present disclosure com-
prises a first substrate 110a, a transistor part TFTA, or-
ganic light-emitting diodes OLED, a polarization layer
140, a protective film layer ENC, a black matrix layer BM,
and a color filter layer CF.

[0066] First through third subpixels SP1 through SP3
are defined based on the transistor part TFTA, organic
light-emitting diodes OLED, and color filter layer CF in-
cluded in the display panel. The areas of the first through
third subpixels SP1 through SP3 are defined by a bank
layer 120 that lies on the transistor part TFTA. The areas
in which the bank layer 120 is located are defined as non-
light-emitting areas where light is not emitted, and the
areas in which the first electrode layer 119 is exposed
are defined as light-emitting areas or openings where
light is emitted.

[0067] The transistor part TFTA lies over the first sub-
strate 110a. In each of the first through third subpixels
SP1 through SP3, the transistor part TFTA comprises a
switching transistor, a driving transistor, a capacitor, and
a power supply line. As explained previously in FIG. 3,
the transistor part TFTA varies enormously in configura-
tion and has various stack structures depending on the
position of a gate electrode like a top-gate electrode or
bottom-gate electrode. Thus, the transistor part TFTA is
not depicted but omitted.

[0068] The organic light-emitting diodes OLED com-
prise a first electrode layer 119, an emissive layer 124,
and a second electrode layer 125 that lie over the tran-
sistor part TFTA. The first electrode layer 119 may be
anode, and the second electrode 125 may be cathode.
The first electrode layer 119 lies on the protective layer
which is the uppermost layer of the transistor part TFTA.
The first electrode layer 119 is connected to a source or
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drain electrode of the driving transistor included in the
transistor part TFTA. The first electrode layer 119 is po-
sitioned to correspond to the light-emitting areas (light-
emitting surfaces) of the first through third subpixels SP1
through SP3. The first electrode layer 119 may consist
of a single layer or multiple layers comprising a reflective
electrode layer.

[0069] The emissive layer 124 lies over the first elec-
trode layer 119. The emissive layer 124 comprise one
emissive layer or at least two emissive layers. The sec-
ond electrode layer 125 lies over the emissive layer 124.
The second electrode layer 125 is positioned to cover
the first through third subpixels SP altogether. The sec-
ond electrode layer 125 may consist of a single layer or
multiple layers comprising a low-resistivity layer. The pro-
tective film layer ENC lies over the organic light-emitting
diodes OLED. The protective film layer ENC may consist
of a single layer or multiple layers. The protective film
layer ENC may comprise first through third protective film
layers 127 through 129, which may have a stack structure
of an inorganic material (e.g., SiNx) and an organic ma-
terial (e.g., monomer) alternating with each other. For
example, the first protective layer 127 may be made of
an inorganic material (e.g., SiNx), the second protective
film layer 128 may be made of an organic material (e.g.,
monomer), and the third protective film layer 129 may be
made of an inorganic material (e.g., SiNx), but not limited
to these materials.

[0070] The black matrix layer BM may lie on the pro-
tective film layer ENC. The black matrix layer BM is po-
sitioned to correspond to the bank layer 120. The black
matrix layer BM may comprise a black material that can
block the light emitted from the organic light-emitting di-
odes OLED. Although the black matrix layer BM is illus-
trated as lying on the protective film layer ENC, it may
be omitted or located on other layers, like on top of the
color filter layer CF.

[0071] Thecolorfilterlayer CF may lie on the protective
film layer ENC. The color filter layer CF may comprise
first through third color filter layers CF1 through CF3, and
may comprise materials of various colors that can turn
the light produced by the organic light-emitting diodes
OLED to red, green, and blue. Although the color filter
layer CF is illustrated as covering the black matrix layer
BM on the protective film layer ENC, it may be omitted
or located on other layers.

[0072] The bank layer 120 has bank grooves BH
formed by recessing the top surface. Although the bank
grooves BH are illustrated as comprising a bottom sur-
face and aninner surface and having arectangular cross-
sectional shape, it may be, but not limited to, triangular,
trapezoidal, or polygonal. Due to the bank grooves BH,
the bank layer 120 has an outer surface and an inner
surface. Thus, the inner surface of the bank grooves BH
may be defined as the inner surface of the bank layer
120. The bank grooves BH formed in the top surface of
the bank layer 120 serve to separate the emissive layer
124 for each subpixel region (to separate each subpixel
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off from adjacent subpixels).

[0073] Specifically, the bank grooves BH separate the
emissive layer 124 to provide a space for solving the
problem of leakage current between vertically or laterally
adjacent pixels. The problem of leakage current is highly
likely to occur especially in a structure where the charge
generation layer is formed. Therefore, the bank grooves
BH may provide greater benefits when the charge gen-
eration layer is included. Meanwhile, the emissive layer
124 and the second electrode layer 125 may be sepa-
rated together depending on the shape of the bank
grooves BH and the structure (especially, thickness) of
the second electrode layer 125, but not limited to this.
[0074] A polarization layer 140 is positioned to corre-
spond to the outer surface of the bank layer 120. The
polarization layer 140 may be formed along the outer
surface of the bank layer 120. The polarization layer 140
may be positioned to correspond to the top surface of
the bank layer 120, as well as the outer surface of the
banklayer 120. The polarization layer 140 may be formed
in various shapes, as long as it does not block the path
of light traveling through the light-emitting areas (light-
emitting surfaces) of the first through third subpixels SP1
through SP3.

[0075] The polarization layer 140 serves to solve the
problem of a light path formed by the bank grooves BH
in the bank layer 120, along which light is moved to ad-
jacent subpixels or reflected, and the problem of color
mixing in which different kinds of light (colors) are mixed
due to the light transmitted through the light path. The
polarization layer 140 is made of an inorganic polarizing
material (e.g., MoS2) that can change the direction of
light travel. The polarization layer 140 may be made of
any material that can adjust the direction of polarization
by rubbing or ion beam treatment.

[0076] The polarization layer 140 comprises a first po-
larization layer 141 and a second polarization layer 142.
The first polarization layer 141 and the second polariza-
tion layer 142 have different polarization properties. That
is, the first polarization layer 141 and the second polari-
zation layer 142 have different polarization directions.
When viewed from the side of the bank layer 120, the
first polarization layer 141 and the second polarization
layer 142 are positioned to correspond to the outer sur-
face (the left and right surfaces of the bank layer), where-
as, when viewed from the side of the subpixels, the first
polarization layer 141 and the second polarization layer
142 are positioned within the openings.

[0077] For example, the first polarization layer 141 is
positioned to correspond to the outer surface of the bank
layer 120 adjacent to the right (or top depending on the
orientation of the first substrate) of the third subpixel SP3.
Also, the second polarization layer 142 is positioned to
correspond to the outer surface of the bank layer 120
adjacent to the left (or bottom depending on the orienta-
tion of the first substrate) of the third subpixel SP3. There-
fore, it can be said that the first polarization layer 141 and
second polarization layer 142 having different polariza-



15 EP 3 493 291 A1 16

tion properties are positioned at opposite sides within the
opening of each subpixel, along the outer surface of the
bank layer 120.

[0078] Asshownin FIG. 13, the polarization layer low-
ers the intensity of transmitted light, has a polarization
property that changes the direction of light travel, and
allows light to pass through if the polarization direction
of the polarization layer and the polarization direction of
light are the same but does not allow light to pass if the
polarization direction of the polarization layer and the po-
larization direction of light are not the same.

[0079] The third example depicted in FIG. 12 is based
on the polarization property of the polarization layer 140.
Thus, the polarization directions of the first polarization
layer 141 and second polarization layer 142 may be se-
lected based on the polarization property of light pro-
duced from the emissive layer 124. For example, when
light is emitted vertically (toward the front of the second
substrate) from the emissive layer 124, the first polariza-
tion layer 141 may have a horizontal or vertical linear
polarization property, and the second polarization layer
142 may have a vertical or horizontal linear polarization
property, which is the opposite of the first polarization
layer 141.

[0080] Inthe third example, if the polarization layer 140
exists, corresponding to the outer surface of the bank
layer 120, no light path is formed along which the light
produced from the first subpixel SP1 is moved to the sec-
ond subpixel SP2 adjacent to the first subpixel SP1. This
is because, as explained previously, the first polarization
layer 141 and the second polarization layer 142 have
different polarization directions and, therefore, even if
light passes through the bank layer 120 and the bank
grooves BH at one side, it cannot travel to the other side.
That is, light is not moved to neighboring subpixels but
lost since the first polarization layer 141 and the second
polarization layer 142 have different polarization direc-
tions. Thus, the third example may solve the problem of
a light path along which light is moved to adjacent sub-
pixels or reflected and the problem of color mixing in
which different kinds of light (colors) are mixed, allowing
for a structure suitable for making an organic light-emit-
ting display device with an ultra-high resolution.

[0081] Like the low-reflectivity layer of the first exam-
ple, the polarization layer 140 of the third example pre-
vents the formation of a light path caused by the differ-
ence in refractive index between the layers constituting
the protective film layer ENC. Thus, the closer the polar-
ization layer 140 is to where there is a difference in re-
fractive index, like directly over the first protective film
layer 127, the better. However, the polarization layer 140
may be located on other layers depending on the material
of the protective film layer ENC and the difference in the
refractive index thereof.

[0082] As discussed above, with the structure given in
the third example, it is possible to solve the problem of
a light path along which light is moved to adjacent sub-
pixels or reflected and the problem of color mixing in
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which different kinds of light (colors) are mixed, as well
as the problem of leakage current through the emissive
layer 124. Therefore, the third example may provide a
structure suitable for making an organic light-emitting dis-
play device with an ultra-high resolution.

[0083] The examples of the present disclosure to be
described below are similar to the third example, but there
is a difference in the structure of the polarization layer
140. Thus, to avoid redundancy, the description will be
given with respect to changes made to the structure of
the polarization layer 140.

<Fourth Example>

[0084] FIG. 14 is a cross-sectional view of a display
panel according to a fourth example of the present dis-
closure.

[0085] As shown in FIG. 14, the display panel accord-
ing to the fourth example of the present disclosure com-
prises a first substrate 110a, a transistor part TFTA, or-
ganic light-emitting diodes OLED, a polarization layer
140, a protective film layer ENC, a black matrix layer BM,
and a color filter layer CF.

[0086] According to the fourth example, the polariza-
tion layer 140 may be placed close to where there is a
difference in refractive index between the layers of the
protective film layer ENC, like directly over the first pro-
tective film layer 127. The polarization layer 140 is posi-
tioned to correspond to the tops of the bank layer 120
and bank grooves BH. The polarization layer 140 may
be recessed along the bank grooves BH. The polarization
layer 140 may be positioned to correspond to the top
surface and outer surface of the bank layer 120, as well
as the bottom surface and inner surface of the bank
grooves BH. That is, the polarization layer 140 may be
formed to cover all areas of the underlying layer, except
the light-emitting areas (light-emitting surfaces) of the
first through third subpixels SP1 through SP3. In this
case, the first polarization layer 141 and the second po-
larization layer 142 may be in, but not limited to, a 1:1
ratio relative to the center area of the bank grooves BH.
[0087] The polarization directions of the first polariza-
tion layer 141 and second polarization layer 142 of the
polarization layer 140 may be selected based on the po-
larization property of light produced from the emissive
layer 124. For example, when light is emitted vertically
(toward the front of the second substrate) from the emis-
sive layer 124, the first polarization layer 141 may have
a horizontal or vertical linear polarization property, and
the second polarization layer 142 may have a vertical or
horizontal linear polarization property, which is the op-
posite of the first polarization layer 141.

[0088] Inthe fourth example, the polarization layer 140
covers the areas corresponding to the bank layer 120
and bank grooves BH. In this structure, the bank layer
120 and even the bank grooves BH are covered, thereby
reducing the likelihood of light path formation and the
likelihood of color mixing.
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<Fifth Example>

[0089] FIG. 15 is a cross-sectional view of a display
panel according to a fifth example of the present disclo-
sure.

[0090] As shown in FIG. 15, the display panel accord-
ing to the fifth example of the present disclosure com-
prises a first substrate 110a, a transistor part TFTA, or-
ganic light-emitting diodes OLED, a polarization layer
140, a protective film layer ENC, a black matrix layer BM,
and a color filter layer CF.

[0091] According to the fifth example, the polarization
layer 140 may be placed close to where there is a differ-
ence in refractive index between the layers of the pro-
tective film layer ENC, like directly over the first protective
film layer 127. The polarization layer 140 comprises a
first polarization layer 141 positioned between the tran-
sistor part TFTA and the bank layer 120 and a second
polarization layer 142 positioned between the bank layer
120 and the top of the bank grooves BH.

[0092] The first polarization layer 141 may be located
between the transistor part TFTA and the bank layer 120
- in other words, directly underneath the bank layer 120.
The first polarization layer 141 may lie on the transistor
part TFTA and cover part of the first electrode layer 119.
The first polarization layer 141 may be positioned to cor-
respond in size to the bank layer 120 so as to cover part
of the first electrode layer 119, or may be positioned in
the spaces in the first electrode layer 119.

[0093] The second polarization layer 142 may be po-
sitioned to correspond to the top surface and outer sur-
face of the bank layer 120, as well as the bottom surface
and inner surface of the bank grooves BH. The second
polarization layer 142 may be recessed along the bank
grooves BH. The second polarization layer 142 may be
formed to cover all areas of the underlying layer, except
the light-emitting areas (light-emitting surfaces) of the
first through third subpixels SP1 through SP3, but not
limited to this.

[0094] The first polarization layer 141 and the second
polarization layer 142 have different polarization proper-
ties. The polarization properties of the first polarization
layer 141 and second polarization layer 142 are selected
based on the polarization property of light produced from
the emissive layer 124. Forexample, when lightis emitted
vertically (toward the front of the second substrate) from
the emissive layer 124, the first polarization layer 141
may have a horizontal or vertical linear polarization prop-
erty, and the second polarization layer 142 may have a
vertical or horizontal linear polarization property, which
is the opposite of the first polarization layer 141.

[0095] In the fifth example, along with the second po-
larization layer 142 covering the areas corresponding to
the bank layer 120 and bank grooves BH, the first polar-
ization layer 141 is located underneath the bank layer
120. In this structure, the top and bottom of the bank layer
120 and even the bank grooves BH are covered, thereby
more effectively reducing the likelihood of light path for-
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mation and the likelihood of color mixing.
<Sixth Example>

[0096] FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view of a display
panel according to a sixth example of the present disclo-
sure.

[0097] As shown in FIG. 16, the display panel accord-
ing to the sixth example of the present disclosure com-
prises a first substrate 110a, a transistor part TFTA, or-
ganic light-emitting diodes OLED, a polarization layer
140, a protective film layer ENC, a black matrix layer BM,
and a color filter layer CF.

[0098] According to the sixth example, the polarization
layer 140 may be placed close to where there is a differ-
ence in refractive index between the layers of the pro-
tective film layer ENC, like directly over the first protective
film layer 127. The polarization layer 140 comprises a
first polarization layer 141 positioned between the tran-
sistor part TFTA and the bank layer 120 and a second
polarization layer 142 positioned to correspond to the
outer surface of the bank layer 120.

[0099] The first polarization layer 141 may be located
between the transistor part TFTA and the bank layer 120
- in other words, underneath the bank layer 120. The first
polarization layer 141 may lie on the transistor part TFTA
and cover part of the first electrode layer 119. The first
polarization layer 141 may be positioned to correspond
in size to the bank layer 120 so as to cover part of the
first electrode layer 119, or may be positioned in the spac-
es in the first electrode layer 119.

[0100] The second polarization layer 142 may be po-
sitioned to correspond to the outer surface of the bank
layer 120. The second polarization layer 142 may be par-
tially located on the top surface of the bank layer 120,
except the areas corresponding to the bank grooves BH.
[0101] The first polarization layer 141 and the second
polarization layer 142 have different polarization proper-
ties. The polarization properties of the first polarization
layer 141 and second polarization layer 142 are selected
based on the polarization property of light produced from
the emissive layer 124. For example, when lightis emitted
vertically (toward the front of the second substrate) from
the emissive layer 124, the first polarization layer 141
may have a horizontal or vertical linear polarization prop-
erty, and the second polarization layer 142 may have a
vertical or horizontal linear polarization property, which
is the opposite of the first polarization layer 141. The po-
sitions of the first polarization layer 141 and second po-
larization layer 142 may be changed, as in FIG. 18.
[0102] In the sixth example, along with the second po-
larization layer 142 covering the areas corresponding to
the outer surface of the bank layer 120, the first polari-
zation layer 141 is located underneath the bank layer
120. In this structure, the side and bottom of the bank
layer 120 are covered, thereby reducing the likelihood of
light path formation and the likelihood of color mixing.
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<Seventh Example>

[0103] FIG. 17 is a cross-sectional view of a display
panel according to a seventh example of the present dis-
closure.

[0104] As shown in FIG. 17, the display panel accord-
ing to the seventh example of the present disclosure com-
prises a first substrate 110a, a transistor part TFTA, or-
ganic light-emitting diodes OLED, a polarization layer
140, a protective film layer ENC, a black matrix layer BM,
and a color filter layer CF.

[0105] According to the seventh example, the polari-
zation layer 140 may be placed close to where there is
a difference in refractive index between the layers of the
protective film layer ENC, like directly over the first pro-
tective film layer 127. The polarization layer 140 com-
prises a first polarization layer 141 positioned to corre-
spond to the bank grooves BH and a second polarization
layer 142 positioned between the transistor part TFTA
and the bank layer 120.

[0106] The first polarization layer 141 may be posi-
tioned to correspond to the bank grooves BH. The first
polarization layer 141 may correspond to the bank
grooves BH or be partially located on the top surface of
the bank layer 120. That s, the first polarization layer 141
is formed in a U-shape, for example, along the shape of
the bank grooves BH.

[0107] The second polarization layer 142 may be lo-
cated between the transistor part TFTA and the bank
layer 120 - in other words, underneath the bank layer
120. The second polarization layer 142 may lie on the
transistor part TFTA and cover part of the first electrode
layer 119. The second polarization layer 142 may be po-
sitioned to correspond in size to the bank layer 120 so
as to cover part of the first electrode layer 119, or may
be positioned in the spaces in the first electrode layer 119.
[0108] The first polarization layer 141 and the second
polarization layer 142 have different polarization proper-
ties. The polarization properties of the first polarization
layer 141 and second polarization layer 142 are selected
based on the polarization property of light produced from
the emissive layer 124. Forexample, when lightis emitted
vertically (toward the front of the second substrate) from
the emissive layer 124, the first polarization layer 141
may have a horizontal or vertical linear polarization prop-
erty, and the second polarization layer 142 may have a
vertical or horizontal linear polarization property, which
is the opposite of the first polarization layer 141.

[0109] In the seventh example, along with the first po-
larization layer 141 covering the areas corresponding to
the bank grooves BH, the second polarization layer 142
is located underneath the bank layer 120. In this struc-
ture, the polarization layer 140 is located in the areas
corresponding to the bank grooves BH and underneath
the banklayer 120, thereby further reducing the likelihood
of light path formation and the likelihood of color mixing.
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<Eighth Example>

[0110] FIG. 18 is a cross-sectional view of a display
panel according to an eighth example of the present dis-
closure.

[0111] As shown in FIG. 18, the display panel accord-
ing to the eighth example of the present disclosure com-
prises a first substrate 110a, a transistor part TFTA, or-
ganic light-emitting diodes OLED, a polarization layer
140, a protective film layer ENC, a black matrix layer BM,
and a color filter layer CF.

[0112] According to the eighth example, the polariza-
tion layer 140 may be placed close to where there is a
difference in refractive index between the layers of the
protective film layer ENC, like directly over the first pro-
tective film layer 127. The polarization layer 140 com-
prises a first polarization layer 141 positioned to corre-
spond to the bank grooves BH and a second polarization
layer 142 positioned between the transistor part TFTA
and the bank layer 120.

[0113] The first polarization layer 141 may be posi-
tioned to correspond to opposite sides of the inner sur-
face of the bank grooves BH. The first polarization layer
141 may be located not only in the light-emitting areas
(light-emitting surfaces) of the subpixels SP1 through
SP3 and the areas corresponding to the bottom surface
of the bank grooves BH, but also may fully cover the
underlying layer. That is, the first polarization layer 141
may be formed in a 180-degree-rotated U-shape along
the protruding shape of the bank layer 120, except the
bottom surface of the bank grooves BH.

[0114] The second polarization layer 142 may be lo-
cated between the transistor part TFTA and the bank
layer 120 - in other words, underneath the bank layer
120. The second polarization layer 142 may lie on the
transistor part TFTA and cover part of the first electrode
layer 119. The second polarization layer 142 may be po-
sitioned to correspond in size to the bank layer 120 so
as to cover part of the first electrode layer 119, or may
be positioned in the spaces in the first electrode layer 119.
[0115] The first polarization layer 141 and the second
polarization layer 142 have different polarization proper-
ties. The polarization properties of the first polarization
layer 141 and second polarization layer 142 are selected
based on the polarization property of light produced from
the emissive layer 124. For example, when lightis emitted
vertically (toward the front of the second substrate) from
the emissive layer 124, the first polarization layer 141
may have a horizontal or vertical linear polarization prop-
erty, and the second polarization layer 142 may have a
vertical or horizontal linear polarization property, which
is the opposite of the first polarization layer 141.

[0116] In the eighth example, along with the first po-
larization layer 141 covering the areas corresponding to
the inner surface of the bank grooves BH and the top
surface and outer surface of the bank layer 120, the sec-
ond polarization layer 142 is located underneath the bank
layer 120. In this structure, the polarization layer is locat-



21 EP 3 493 291 A1 22

ed in the areas corresponding to the inner surface of the
bank grooves BH and the top surface and outer surface
ofthe bank layer 120 and underneath the bank layer 120,
thereby further reducing the likelihood of light path for-
mation and the likelihood of color mixing.

[0117] In the third to eighth examples, the polarization
layer 140 is illustrated as consisting of a single layer (a
single unit composed of one sheet of polarization layer).
However, the polarization layer 140 is capable of polar-
izing light even if it is made nano-thin compared to metal
materials. Thus, the polarization layer 140 may consist
of multiple layers (including a layer for parallel transmis-
sion and a layer for orthogonal transmission) as well.
That is, the polarization layer 140 may be configured in
such a way that the first polarization layer 141 and the
second polarization layer 140 overlapin atleastone area.
Moreover, the overlapping area between the first polar-
ization layer 141 and the second polarization layer 142
may be adjusted taking the light path into consideration.
Besides, in the detailed explanation of the present dis-
closure, the first through eighth examples have been de-
scribed individually, whereas at least two of these exam-
ples may be described in combination.

[0118] To preventlight path formation and color mixing
formation, the low-reflectivity layer and polarization layer
explained inthe presentdisclosure are configuredin such
away that a low-reflectivity material and a light-polarizing
material correspond to the bank layer. The low-reflectivity
layer and the polarization layer have the same purposes
and benefits, although their names and functions are
somewhatdifferent. Accordingly, the low-reflectivity layer
and the polarization layer also can be defined as layers
that prevent light path formation and color mixing.
[0119] As discussed above, the present disclosure
may solve the problem of leakage current through the
emissive layer, the problem of a light path along which
light is moved to adjacent subpixels or reflected, and the
problem of color mixing in which different kinds of light
(colors) are mixed, in order to make an organic light-emit-
ting display device with an ultra-high resolution.

Also disclosed herein are a number of examples as out-
lined in the following clauses:

Clause 1. A light-emitting display device comprising:

a first substrate;

a first electrode layer on the first substrate;

a bank layer that has openings exposing part of
the first electrode layer;

an emissive layer on the first electrode layer;
bank grooves formed by recessing the bank lay-
er;

a second electrode layer on the emissive layer;
and

a low-reflectivity layer that lies on the second
electrode layer and is positioned to correspond
to the bank grooves.
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Clause 2. The light-emitting display device of clause
1, wherein the low-reflectivity layer consists of a sin-
gle layer or multiple layers.

Clause 3. The light-emitting display device of clause
1 or clause 2, wherein the low-reflectivity layer com-
prises a first layer, a second layer on the first layer,
and a third layer on the second layer,

wherein the first layer and the third layer are made
of a metal material, and the second layer is made of
an inorganic material.

Clause 4. The light-emitting display device of any
preceding clause, comprising a protective film layer
that lies on the second electrode layer and is formed
by alternately stacking an inorganic material and an
organic material,

wherein the low-reflectivity layer is positioned be-
tween the layers of the protective film layer.

Clause 5. The light-emitting display device of clause
4, wherein the protective film layer comprises a first
protective film layer, a second protective film layer
on the first protective film layer, and a third protective
film layer on the second protective film layer,
wherein the first and third protective film layers are
made of an inorganic material, and the second pro-
tective film layer is made of an organic material, and
the low-reflectivity layer lies on the first protective
film layer.

Clause 6. A light-emitting display device comprising:

a first substrate;

a first electrode layer on the first substrate;

a bank layer that has openings exposing part of
the first electrode layer;

an emissive layer on the first electrode layer;
bank grooves formed by recessing the bank lay-
er;

a second electrode layer on the emissive layer;
and

a polarization layer that lies on the second elec-
trode layer and is positioned to correspond to at
least part of the bank layer.

Clause 7. The light-emitting display device of clause
6, wherein the polarization layer is positioned to cor-
respond to one or more of the following: the outer
surface of the bank layer, the top surface of the bank
layer, the underneath of the bank layer, the inner
surface of the bank grooves, and the bottom surface
of the bank grooves.

Clause 8. The light-emitting display device of clause
6 or clause 7, wherein the polarization layer com-
prises a first polarization layer and a second polari-
zation layer that have different polarization proper-
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ties.

Clause 9. The light-emitting display device of clause
8, wherein the first polarization layer and the second
polarization layer are located in different positions.

Clause 10. The light-emitting display device of any
of clauses 6 to 9, wherein the polarization layer cov-
ers all areas of the underlying layer, except the light-
emitting surface of the emissive layer.

Clause 11. The light-emitting display device of any
of clauses 6 to 10, comprising a protective film layer
that lies on the second electrode layer and is formed
by alternately stacking an inorganic material and an
organic material,

wherein the polarization layer is positioned between
the layers of the protective film layer.

Clause 12. The light-emitting display device of
clause 11, wherein the protective film layer compris-
es a first protective film layer, a second protective
film layer on the first protective film layer, and a third
protective film layer on the second protective film
layer,

wherein the first and third protective film layers are
made of an inorganic material, and the second pro-
tective film layer is made of an organic material, and
the polarization layer lies on the first protective film
layer.

Clause 13. The light-emitting display device of any
or clauses 6 to 12, wherein the polarization layer,
along with the bank layer, covers the first electrode
layer and exposes part of the first electrode layer.

Clause 14. The light-emitting display device of
clause 8 or claim 9, wherein the first polarization layer
and the second polarization layer are selectively po-
sitioned on the outer surface of the bank layer, the
top surface of the bank layer, the underneath of the
bank layer, the inner surface of the bank grooves, or
the bottom surface of the bank grooves.

Clause 15. The light-emitting display device of
clause 11, further comprising a black matrix layer
and a color filter layer that lie on the protective film
layer.

Claims

1.

A light-emitting display device comprising:

a first substrate (110a);

afirst electrode layer (119) on the first substrate
(110a);

a bank layer (120) that has openings exposing
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part of the first electrode layer (119);

an emissive layer (124) on the first electrode lay-
er (110a);

bank grooves (BH) formed by recessing the
bank layer (120);

a second electrode layer (125) on the emissive
layer (124); and

a low-reflectivity layer (130) that lies on the sec-
ond electrode layer (125) and is positioned to
correspond to the bank grooves (BH).

The light-emitting display device of claim 1, wherein
the low-reflectivity layer (130) consists of a single
layer or multiple layers.

The light-emitting display device of claim 1 or claim
2, wherein the low-reflectivity layer (130) consists of
multiple layers, the multiple layers comprising a first
layer (131), a second layer (132) on the first layer
(131), and a third layer (133) on the second layer
(132),

wherein the first layer (131) and the third layer (133)
are made of a metal material, and the second layer
(132) is made of an inorganic material.

The light-emitting display device of any preceding
claim, comprising a protective film layer (ENC) that
lies on the second electrode layer (125) and is
formed by alternately stacking an inorganic material
(127, 129) and an organic material (128),

wherein the low-reflectivity layer (130) is positioned
between layers of the protective film layer (ENC).

The light-emitting display device of claim 4, wherein
the protective film layer (ENC) comprises a first pro-
tective film layer (127), a second protective film layer
(128) on the first protective film layer (127), and a
third protective film layer (129) on the second pro-
tective film layer (128),

wherein the first and third protective film layers (127,
129) are made of an inorganic material, and the sec-
ond protective film layer (128) is made of an organic
material, and the low-reflectivity layer (130) lies on
the first protective film layer (127).

6. A light-emitting display device comprising:

a first substrate (110a);

a first electrode layer (119) on the first substrate
(110a);

a bank layer (120) that has openings exposing
part of the first electrode layer (119);

an emissive layer (124) on the first electrode lay-
er (119);

bank grooves (BH) formed by recessing the
bank layer (120);

a second electrode layer (125) on the emissive
layer (124); and
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a polarization layer (140) that lies on the second
electrode layer (125) and is positioned to corre-
spond to at least part of the bank layer (120).

The light-emitting display device of claim 6, wherein
the polarization layer (140) is positioned to corre-
spond to one or more of the following: the outer sur-
face of the bank layer (120), the top surface of the
bank layer (120), the underneath of the bank layer
(120), the inner surface of the bank grooves (BH),
and the bottom surface of the bank grooves (BH).

The light-emitting display device of claim 6 or claim
7, wherein the polarization layer (140) comprises a
first polarization layer (141) and a second polariza-
tion layer (142) that have different polarization prop-
erties.

The light-emitting display device of claim 8, wherein
the first polarization layer (141) and the second po-
larization layer (142) are located in different positions
from each other.

The light-emitting display device of any of claims 6
to 9, wherein the polarization layer (140) covers all
areas of an underlying layer underlying the protective
layer (140), except for a portion of the underlying
layer corresponding to a light-emitting surface of the
emissive layer (124).

The light-emitting display device of any of claims 6
to 10, comprising a protective film layer (ENC) that
lies on the second electrode layer (125) and is
formed by alternately stacking layers of an inorganic
material and an organic material,

wherein the polarization layer (140) is positioned be-
tween layers of the protective film layer (ENC).

The light-emitting display device of claim 11, wherein
the protective film layer (ENC) comprises a first pro-
tective film layer (127), a second protective film layer
(128) on the first protective film layer (127), and a
third protective film layer (129) on the second pro-
tective film layer (128),

wherein the first and third protective film layers (127,
129) are made of an inorganic material, and the sec-
ond protective film layer (128) is made of an organic
material, and the polarization layer (140) lies on the
first protective film layer (127).

The light-emitting display device of any of claims 6
to 12, wherein the polarization layer (140), along with
the bank layer (120), covers the first electrode layer
(119) and exposes part of the first electrode layer
(119).

The light-emitting display device of claim 8 or claim
9, wherein the first polarization layer (141) and the
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second polarization layer (142) are selectively posi-
tioned on the outer surface of the bank layer (120),
the top surface of the bank layer (120), the under-
neath of the bank layer (120), the inner surface of
the bank grooves (BH), or the bottom surface of the
bank grooves (BH).

The light-emitting display device of claim 11 or claim
12, further comprising a black matrix layer (BM) and
a color filter layer (CF) that lie on the protective film
layer (ENC).
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