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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a method for
controlling an organic light-emitting diode (OLED) dis-
play, as well as to a display applying this method. In par-
ticular, this invention relates to power supply compen-
sation in an OLED display for overcoming light output
variations due to OLED aging.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] OLED technology incorporates organic lumi-
nescent materials that, when sandwiched between elec-
trodes and subjected to a DC electric current, produce
intense light of a variety of colors. These OLED struc-
tures can be combined into the picture elements, or pix-
els, that comprise a display. OLEDs are also useful in a
variety of applications as discrete light-emitting devices
or as the active element of light-emitting arrays or dis-
plays, such as flat-panel displays in watches, tele-
phones, laptop computers, pagers, cellular phones, cal-
culators, and the like. To date, the use of light-emitting
arrays or displays has been largely limited to small-
screen applications such as those mentioned above.
[0003] The market is now, however, demanding larger
displays with the flexibility to customize display sizes.
For example, advertisers use standard sizes for market-
ing materials. However, those sizes differ based on lo-
cation. Therefore, a standard display size for the United
Kingdom differs from that of Canada or Australia. Addi-
tionally, advertisers at trade shows need bright, eye-
catching, flexible systems that are easily portable and
easy to assemble/disassemble. Still another rising mar-
ket for customizable large display systems is the control
room industry, in which maximum display quantity, qual-
ity, and viewing angles are critical. Demands for large-
screen display applications possessing higher quality
and higher light output have led the industry to turn to
alternative display technologies that replace older LED
and liquid crystal displays (LCDs). For example, LCDs
fail to provide the bright, high light output, larger viewing
angles, and high resolution and speed requirements
that the large-screen display market demands. By con-
trast, OLED technology promises bright, vivid colors in
high resolution and at wider viewing angles. However,
the use of OLED technology in large-screen display ap-
plications, such as outdoor or indoor stadium displays,
large marketing advertisement displays, and mass-pub-
lic informational displays, is only beginning to emerge.
[0004] Several technical challenges exist relating to
the use of OLED technology in a large-screen applica-
tion. Presently, in the case of a display consisting of a
single OLED display panel, the OLEDs do not age uni-
formly. Thus, when the light output and/or uniformity are
no longer suitable, the entire display is replaced. How-
ever, in the case of a display consisting of a set of tiled

OLED display panels, there is the possibility that one
OLED display ages at a much faster rate than another.
Age differences occur, for example, due to the varying
ON time (i.e., the amount of time that the OLED has
been active) of the individual OLEDs and due to tem-
perature variations within a given OLED display area,
or due to the replacement of a defect module by a new
module. This results in one part of the screen having a
lower light output or a color shift as compared with the
rest of the tiled OLED display.
[0005] Typically, when a tiled OLED display is manu-
factured, it is calibrated for a uniform image; however,
due to aging of the separate modules over the lifetime
of the tiled OLED display, the light emission changes
from one module to the next. Thus, over time the image
is no longer uniform. Consequently, in a large-screen
tiled OLED display application, a technical challenge ex-
ists to compensate for the difference in light output from
one OLED display to another in order to achieve uniform
display output.
[0006] U.S. patent No. 6.448.716 describes a solid-
state light apparatus ideally suited for use in traffic con-
trol signals having a self-diagnostic/predictive failure
analysis (SD/PFA) function facilitating a real-time status
of the signal as well as a prediction of failure years in
advance of the actual failure. Unlike incandescent sig-
nals, all LED-based signals degrade over time until they
are no longer within Department of Transportation
(DOT) light output specifications. Current state of the art
solid-state signals must be periodically monitored to see
whether the light output is within specification. A signal
system with SD/PFA coupled with a modem or RF link
provides real-time data on the status of the signal. The
system also provides data that allow the determination
via an algorithm of when the signal will fall below light
output specifications in the future. While said patent de-
scribes an apparatus and method of monitoring and
compensating the light output of an LED device, the ap-
paratus and method of this patent is not particularly well
suited for a large-screen tiled OLED display application
and is therefore not suitable for use in achieving uniform
display output in a large-screen tiled OLED display.
[0007] US 6.177.767 describes a luminescent device
having a plurality of luminescent units or pixels, each
selectively made to luminescence by a current. The lu-
minescent device is provided with a control part for ac-
curately controlling the brightness of the luminescent
units by controlling the current flowing through each lu-
minescent unit on the basis of a brightness signal from
outside, which is preferably supplied as a pre-pro-
grammed memory information.
[0008] As a result, it is possible to realize distinct lu-
minescing, or image display, at all times even with a pas-
sive matrix type pixel structure. In this US 6.177.767,
the supply voltage is set sufficiently high since no supply
voltage compensation is described. This gives rise to a
needless high power dissipation during the OLED dis-
play lifetime, since the power supply voltage will be
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much higher than what is initially required.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] It is therefore an object of the invention to pro-
vide a method of adjusting the power supply voltage of
an OLED display over time to compensate for light out-
put changes due to aging.
[0010] It is therefore another object of the invention to
optimize the power dissipation of an OLED display over
the full lifetime of the display.
[0011] It is therefore yet another object of the inven-
tion to minimize the temperature of an OLED display
over the full lifetime of the display, thereby extending the
OLED display lifetime.
[0012] To this end, the invention provides a method
for controlling an organic light-emitting diode display,
said display comprising a plurality of organic light-emit-
ting diodes (OLEDs) having an anode and a cathode,
said organic light emitting diodes being arranged in a
common anode configuration, whereby a current source
is arranged between each individual cathode of the or-
ganic light-emitting diodes and ground and the anodes
of the organic light-emitting diodes are electrically con-
nected in common to a positive power supply, charac-
terized in that a power supply compensation is applied,
in which a voltage drop is measured across the current
sources and wherein the measured voltage drop is used
as an indicator for the light output of the organic light
emitting diodes and wherein any decrease of said meas-
ured voltage drop is compensated by increasing the
voltage of said power supply.
[0013] In particular the measured voltage drop across
a set of constant current sources within the drive circuit
of a common-anode, passive-matrix, large-screen
OLED array is used as an indicator of OLED light output
and a positive power supply associated with the large-
screen OLED array is adjusted to ensure that the volt-
age at the cathode of each OLED is greater than or
equal to a predetermined threshold voltage. According-
ly, voltage compensation is preferably performed peri-
odically to compensate for any decrease in light emis-
sion due to the aging of the OLEDs. Furthermore, the
voltage compensation method of the present invention
preferably ensures that a predetermined maximum
power dissipation is not exceeded.
[0014] Other details of the invention and preferred
features will become clear from the following detailed
description and from the appended claims.
[0015] The invention also relates to an organic light-
emitting diode display which uses the abovesaid meth-
od, and to this end is provided of electronics to realize
this method.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016] With the intention of better showing the char-
acteristics of the invention, hereafter, as example with-

out any limitative character, some preferred forms of
embodiment are described, with reference to the ac-
companying drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 illustrates an example tile, which is repre-
sentative of a portion of a modular and scalable
OLED display system;

Figure 2 illustrates a schematic diagram of an
OLED circuit, which is representative of a portion of
a typical common-anode, passive-matrix, large-
screen OLED array;

Figure 3 illustrates an example tile, which is repre-
sentative of a portion of a modular and scalable
OLED display system in another embodiment of the
invention;

Figure 4 illustrates an example OLED display, which
is representative of a modular and scalable OLED
display system;

Figure 5 is a flow diagram of a method of providing
voltage compensation within an OLED display de-
vice in accordance with the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

[0017] Figure 1 illustrates an example tile 100, which
is representative of a portion of a modular and scalable
OLED display system. Tile 100 is formed of an array of
modules 110, for example, but not limited to a module
110a, a module 110b, a module 110c, a module 110d, a
module 110e, a module 110f, a module 110g, a module
110h, and a module 110j, arranged in a 3x3 array as
shown in figure 1. Each module 110 further includes a
DC-to-DC (DC/DC) converter 112, a voltage regulator
114, an OLED circuit 116, and a storage device 118.
More specifically, modules 110a through 110j include
DC/DC converters 112a through 112j, respectively; volt-
age regulators 114a through 114j, respectively; OLED
circuits 116a through 116j, respectively; and storage de-
vices 118a through 118j, respectively.
[0018] DC/DC converter 112 is a conventional DC-
to-DC converter device built with discrete components
(i.e., controller, switch, inductors, capacitors, etc.),
which accepts a DC input and generates a DC output of
a different voltage. DC/DC converter 112 receives a DC
voltage in and typically performs a voltage down-con-
version, which maintains its output voltage at a constant
level regardless of input voltage variations as long as
the input voltage is within a specified tolerance. The out-
put voltage is programmable, to provide a DC voltage
output of between 5 and 20 volts at up to 1 amps. Volt-
age regulator 114 is a conventional voltage regulator de-
vice, such as a digital-to-analog converter (DAC) that
regulates the voltage feedback of DC/DC converter 112.
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More specifically, an output of DC/DC converter 112
feeds OLED circuit 116. The output voltage of voltage
regulator 114 is programmable. The programmability of
DC/DC converter 112 and voltage regulator 114 is ac-
complished by any standard local or remote processor
device (not shown) via a standard parallel or serial com-
munications link feeding each module 110 of tile 100, as
shown in figure 1.
[0019] OLED circuit 116 is formed of an OLED array
and associated drive circuitry suitable for use in a large-
screen display device application. OLED circuit 116 is
described in detail in figure 2. Finally, storage device 118
is a standard digital storage device, such as a register
or RAM, which serves as a local storage device upon
module 110 for storing module-specific data.
[0020] With reference to module 110a of tile 100,
which is representative of all modules 110, a positive
voltage +VP/S is electrically connected to a first input of
DC/DC converter 112a, an output of DC/DC converter
112a is electrically connected to an input of OLED circuit
116a, an output of OLED circuit 116a is electrically con-
nected to an input of the storage device 118a, an output
of storage device 118a is electrically connected to an
input of voltage regulator 114a, an output voltage regu-
lator 114a is electrically connected to a second input of
DC/DC converter 112a. Furthermore, with reference to
modules 110a through 110j, +VP/S is supplied by a pow-
er supply 120, which provides +VP/S as a common input
voltage to DC/DC converters 112a through 112j. +VP/S
typically ranges between 20 and 24 volts. Power supply
120 is a conventional switching power supply, such as
a standard AC/DC power supply with Power Factor Cor-
rection, having a regulated output voltage of between
20 and 24 volts at up to 7 amps.
[0021] Figure 2 illustrates a schematic diagram of
OLED circuit 116, which is representative of a portion of
a typical common-anode, passive-matrix, large-screen
OLED array. OLED circuit 116 includes an OLED array
210 formed of a plurality of OLEDs 212 (each having an
anode and cathode, as is well known) arranged in a ma-
trix of rows and columns. For example, OLED array 210
is formed of OLEDs 212a, 212b, 212c, 212d, 212e, 212f,
212g, 212h, and 212j arranged in a 3x3 array, where the
anodes of OLEDs 212a, 212b, and 212c are electrically
connected to a row line 1, the anodes of OLEDs 212d,
212e, and 212f are electrically connected to a row line
2, and the anodes of OLEDs 212g, 212h, and 212j are
electrically connected to a row line 3. Furthermore, the
cathodes of OLEDs 212a, 212d, and 212g are electri-
cally connected to a column line A, the cathodes of
OLEDs 212b, 212e, and 212h are electrically connected
to a column line B, and the cathodes of OLEDs 212c,
212f, and 212j are electrically connected to a column
line C.
[0022] A pixel, by definition, is a single point or unit of
programmable color in a graphic image. However, a pix-
el may include an arrangement of sub-pixels, for exam-
ple, red, green, and blue sub-pixels. Each OLED 212

represents a sub-pixel (typically red, green, or blue;
however, any color variants are acceptable) and emits
light when forward-biased in conjunction with an ade-
quate current supply, as is well known.
[0023] Column lines A, B, and C are driven by sepa-
rate constant current sources, i.e., they may be connect-
ed to a plurality of current sources (ISOURCES) 214 via a
plurality of switches 216. More specifically, column line
A is electrically connected to ISOURCE 214a via switch
216a, column line B is electrically connected to ISOURCE
214b via switch 216b, and column line C is electrically
connected to ISOURCE 214c via switch 216c. ISOURCES
214 are conventional current sources capable of sup-
plying a constant current typically in the range of 5 to 90
mA. Switches 216 are formed of conventional active
switch devices, such as MOSFET switches or transis-
tors having suitable voltage and current ratings.
[0024] A positive voltage (+VOLED) from voltage reg-
ulator 114, typically ranging between 3 volts (i.e., thresh-
old voltage 1.5V to 2V + voltage over current source,
usually 0.7 V) and 15-20 volts may be electrically con-
nected to each respective row line via a plurality of bank
switches 218. More specifically, row line 1 is electrically
connected to +VOLED via bank switch 218a, row line 2
is electrically connected to +VOLED via bank switch
218b, and row line 3 is electrically connected to +VOLED
via bank switch 218c. Bank switches 218 are formed of
conventional active switch devices, such as MOSFET
switches or transistors having suitable voltage and cur-
rent ratings.
[0025] The matrix of OLEDs 212 within OLED circuit
116 is arranged in the common anode configuration. In
this way, the voltage across ISOURCES 214 and the sup-
ply voltage, +VOLED, are independent of one another,
providing better control of the light emission.
[0026] To activate (light up) any given OLED 212, its
associated row line is connected to +VOLED via its bank
switch 218, and its associated column line is connected
to its ISOURCE 214 via its switch 216. However, with ref-
erence to figure 2, the operation of a specific OLED 212
is as follows. For example, in order to light up OLED
212b, simultaneously, +VOLED is applied to row line 1 by
closing bank switch 218a and ISOURCE 214b is connect-
ed to column line B by closing switch 216b. At the same
time, bank switches 218b and 218c, and switches 216a
and 216c are opened. In this way, OLED 212b is for-
ward-biased and current flows through OLED 212b.
Once the device threshold voltage of typically 1.5-2 volts
is achieved across OLED 212b, OLED 212b emits light.
OLED 212b remains lit up as long as bank switch 218a
is selecting +VOLED and switch 216b is selecting
ISOURCE 214b. To deactivate OLED 212b, switch 216b
is opened and the forward-biasing of OLED 212b is re-
moved. Along a given row line, any one or more OLED
212 may be activated at any given time. By contrast,
along a given column line, only one OLED 212 may be
activated at any given time. In the above-described op-
eration, the states of all switches 216 and bank switches
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218 are dynamically controlled by external control cir-
cuitry (not shown).
[0027] Additionally, a voltage, VISOURCE, across each
ISOURCE 214 may be measured via a plurality of analog-
to-digital (A/D) converters 220 as each OLED 212 is
activated in a predetermined sequence. More
specifically, VISOURCE-A represents the voltage across
ISOURCE 214a and may be measured via A/D converter
220a, VISOURCE-B represents the voltage across
ISOURCE 214b and may be measured via A/D converter
220b, and VISOURCE-C represents the voltage across
ISOURCE 214c and may be measured via A/D converter
220c. A/D converter 220a, A/D converter 220b, and A/
D converter 220c convert the analog voltage values of
VISOURCE-A, VISOURCE-B, and VISOURCE-C, respectively,
to a digital value and subsequently feed this voltage
information back to the local or remote processor device
via a communications link.
[0028] The value of VISOURCE tends to drop as OLEDs
212 age, i.e., OLEDs 212 become more resistive with
age, and the light emission falls accordingly. More spe-
cifically, for a set value of +VOLED, as a given OLED 212
becomes more resistive with age, the voltage drop
across that OLED 212 increases and, thus, the voltage
drop across its associated ISOURCE 214 decreases.
Therefore, the value of VISOURCE at any given time is an
indicator of the light output performance of any given
OLED 212. Accordingly, voltage compensation to in-
crease +VOLED is performed periodically to compensate
for any decrease in VISOURCE due to the aging of any
particular OLED 212.
[0029] The measured value of each VISOURCE may be
stored in storage device 118 for interrogation via the
local or remote processor device associated with any
given module 110 or tile 100. For the example OLED
array 210 of figure 2, VISOURCE is measured for each
OLED 212 in column A, then B, then C, as follows.
VISOURCE-A is measured for OLED 212a, then OLED
212d, and finally OLED 212g by closing switch 216a and
sequencing through bank switch 218a, then bank switch
218b, and finally bank switch 218c, while storing the
measured value of VISOURCE-A for OLEDs 212a, 212d,
and 212g in sequence. Likewise, VISOURCE-B is
measured for OLED 212b, then OLED 212e, and finally
OLED 212h by closing switch 216b and sequencing
through bank switch 218a, then bank switch 218b, and
finally bank switch 218c, while storing the measured
value of VISOURCE-B for OLEDs 212b, 212e, and 212h
in sequence. Finally, VISOURCE-C is measured for OLED
212c, then OLED 212f, and finally OLED 212j by closing
switch 216c and sequencing through bank switch 218a,
then bank switch 218b, and finally bank switch 218c,
while storing the measured value of VISOURCE-C for
OLEDs 212c, 212f, and 212j in sequence. Having
collected all the VISOURCE measurements associated
with OLED circuit 116, only the worst-case value, i.e.,
the least positive measurement, needs to be kept in
local storage, such as within storage device 118 of its

associated module 110.
[0030] This worst-case value of VISOURCE is subse-
quently compared with an expected minimum value that
is typically in the range of 0.4 to 1.0 volts depending on
the set-current. If the worst-case value of VISOURCE is
less than this expected minimum value, +VOLED is in-
creased by programming an increase in the output volt-
age of its associated DC/DC converter 112 by voltage
regulator 114. The programmability of DC/DC converter
112 by voltage regulator 114 is accomplished by the lo-
cal or remote processor device via communications link,
as shown in figure 1. The voltage increase of DC/DC
converter 112 must be sufficient to increase the value
of VISOURCE to within the expected range for that worst
case OLED 212. In this way, the proper current flow
through all OLEDs 212 to ensure proper and uniform
light output across the entire OLED array 210 can be
maintained. This minimum value of VISOURCE is not
based upon the threshold of OLEDs 212, but instead is
based upon the threshold of ISOURCES 214. This mini-
mum value is set depending upon the specific ISOURCE
214 devices used and the value of the constant current
required.
[0031] With reference to figures 1 and 2, there is a
worst-case VISOURCE measurement for each module
110; therefore, the voltage output of each DC/DC con-
verter 112 is adjusted accordingly such that VISOURCE
for every OLED circuit 116 within tile 100 is within the
accepted range of operation. Since DC/DC converters
112 typically perform only down-conversion, the value
of +VP/S of power supply 120 must be set suitably high
to accommodate the worst-case VISOURCE adjustment
within tile 100; a typical value of +VP/S is 24 volts. In this
way, +VOLED for every OLED circuit 116 within tile 100
is set such that every VISOURCE value within tile 100 is
within the accepted range for ensuring uniform light out-
put. Thus, voltage compensation is accomplished for
any decrease in VISOURCE due to the aging of any par-
ticular OLED 212.
[0032] Figure 3 illustrates an example tile 300, which
is representative of a portion of a modular and scalable
OLED display system in another embodiment of the in-
vention. Tile 300 is formed of an array of modules 310,
for example, but not limited to a module 310a, a module
310b, a module 310c, a module 310d, a module 310e,
a module 310f, a module 310g, a module 310h, and a
module 310j, arranged in a 3x3 array as shown in figure
3. Each module 310 is identical to module 110 of figure
1 except that there is no DC/DC converter 112 or voltage
regulator 114 present upon each module 310. Instead,
each module 310 only includes OLED circuit 116, as de-
scribed in figures 1 and 2. More specifically, modules
310a through 310j include OLED circuits 116a through
116j, respectively. Furthermore, +VOLED for every OLED
circuit 116 is supplied via a direct connection to power
supply 120. Furthermore, feedback from OLED circuits
116a through 116j is supplied to voltage regulator 114
that subsequently feeds power supply 120 as shown.
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As a result, voltage compensation on each individual
module 310 via its own DC/DC converter 112 and volt-
age regulator 114 is not possible. (It is noted that com-
munication to and from modules 310 of tile 300 and pow-
er supply 120 is accomplished via the communications
link as shown in figure 1, but for simplicity is not shown
in figure 3.)
[0033] With reference to figures 2 and 3, voltage
VISOURCE across each ISOURCE 214 is measured via its
associated A/D converter 220 while activating each
OLED 212; these measurements are stored locally
within its associated storage device 118, as described
in figure 2. Based upon the worst-case VISOURCE
measurement, the +VOLED value of power supply 120 is
increased via programming such that the value of the
worst-case VISOURCE is increased to within the
predetermined acceptable range. The programmability
of power supply 120 is accomplished by the local or
remote processor device via communications link.
Thus, voltage compensation is accomplished for any
decrease in VISOURCE due to the aging of any particular
OLED 212.
[0034] Figure 4 illustrates an example OLED display
400, which is representative of a modular and scalable
OLED display system. OLED display 400 is formed of
an array of tiles 300, for example, but not limited to a tile
300a, a tile 300b, a tile 300c, a tile 300d, a tile 300e, a
tile 300f, a tile 300g, a tile 300h, and a tile 300j, arranged
in a 3x3 array as shown in figure 4. Each tile 300 is as
described in figure 3. Furthermore, OLED display 400
includes a plurality of power supplies 120, each con-
nected to a subset of tiles 300, for example, but not lim-
ited to a power supply 120a connected to tiles 300a,
300d, and 300g; a power supply 120b connected to tiles
300b, 300e, and 300h; and a power supply 120c con-
nected to tiles 300c, 300f, and 300j. Furthermore, feed-
back from tiles 300a, 300d, and 300g is supplied to a
voltage regulator 114a that subsequently feeds power
supply 120a; feedback from tiles 300b, 300e, and 300h
is supplied to a voltage regulator 114b that subsequently
feeds power supply 120b; feedback from tiles 300c,
300f, and 300j is supplied to a voltage regulator 114c
that subsequently feeds power supply 120c; as shown.
As a result, voltage compensation is accomplished for
a subset of tiles 300 rather than for each individual tile
300, as described in figure 3. It is noted that communi-
cation to and from tiles 300 of OLED display 400, power
supplies 120, and voltage regulators 114 is accom-
plished via the communications link as shown in figure
1, but for simplicity is not shown in figure 4.
[0035] Again, based upon the worst-case VISOURCE
measurement within an entire subset of tiles 300, the
+VOLED value of a particular power supply 120 is
increased via programming such that the value of the
worst-case VISOURCE is increased to within the
predetermined acceptable range. The programmability
of each power supply 120 and each voltage regulator
114 is accomplished by the local or remote processor

device via communications link. More specifically,
power supply 120a is adjusted based upon the worst-
case VISOURCE measurement within tiles 300a, 300d,
and 300g; power supply 120b is adjusted based upon
the worst-case VISOURCE measurement within tiles
300b, 300e, and 300h; and power supply 120c is
adjusted based upon the worst-case VISOURCE
measurement within tiles 300c, 300f, and 300j. Thus,
voltage compensation is accomplished for any
decrease in VISOURCE due to the aging of any particular
OLED 212 within OLED display 400.
[0036] Figure 5 is a flow diagram of a method 500 of
providing voltage compensation within an OLED display
device in accordance with the invention. Method 500 of
providing voltage compensation within an OLED display
device is performed at regular time intervals, such as
hourly, daily, or weekly. Method 500 assumes the pres-
ence of a local or remote processor device that is loaded
with the appropriate software routines. Figures 1
through 4 are referenced throughout the steps of meth-
od 500. Method 500 includes the following steps:

Step 510: Measuring voltage across current sources

[0037] In this step, the voltage VISOURCE across each
ISOURCE 214 within each OLED circuit 116 of, for exam-
ple, each module 110 of tile 100 or each module 310 of
tile 300, is measured via its associated A/D converters
220 as each OLED 212 is activated in a predetermined
sequence. With reference to OLED array 210 of figure
2, for example, VISOURCE is measured for each OLED
212 in column A, then column B, and then column C, as
follows. VISOURCE-A is measured for OLED 212a, then
OLED 212d, and finally OLED 212g by closing switch
216a and sequencing through bank switch 218a, then
bank switch 218b, and finally bank switch 218c. Like-
wise, VISOURCE-B is measured for OLED 212b, then
OLED 212e, and finally OLED 212h by closing switch
216b and sequencing through bank switch 218a, then
bank switch 218b, and finally bank switch 218c. Finally,
VISOURCE-C is measured for OLED 212c, then OLED
212f, and finally OLED 212j by closing switch 216c and
sequencing through bank switch 218a, then bank switch
218b, and finally bank switch 218c. Method 500 pro-
ceeds to step 512.

Step 512: Storing worst-case value

[0038] In this step, the local or remote processor de-
vice receives the digital output of all A/D converters 220
within a given OLED circuit 116 via the communications
link and stores the worst-case VISOURCE value, i.e., the
least positive VISOURCE measurement, for each module
110 or module 310 in local storage, such as within stor-
age device 118 of each module 110 or module 310.
Method 500 proceeds to step 514.
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Step 514: Is VISOURCE ≥ threshold?

[0039] In this decision step, the local or remote
processor device determines whether the worst-case
VISOURCE value for each module 110 or module 310 is
greater than or equal to a predetermined minimum
threshold voltage associated with ISOURCES 214. A
typical minimum threshold voltage is, for example, 0.7
volts. This is determined by comparing the stored worst-
case VISOURCE values to this predetermined minimum
threshold voltage. This compare operation is performed
by any standard local or remote processor device via
standard communications links. If yes, method 500
returns to step 510 where another measurement is
preformed. If no, method 500 proceeds to step 516.

Step 516: Is limit reached?

[0040] In this decision step, the local or remote proc-
essor device determines whether the maximum power
dissipation = maximum setpoint-voltage, as set at de-
sign time, for any given module 110 of tile 100 or any
given module 310 of tile 300 has reached a predeter-
mined level. If yes, method 500 ends. If no, method 500
proceeds to step 518.

Step 518: Adjusting power supply voltage

[0041] In this step, +VOLED for every OLED circuit 116
is adjusted such that every VISOURCE value within a
given OLED circuit 116 is more positive than the
minimum threshold voltage referred to in step 514. In
the case of tile 100 of figure 1, the voltage output of each
DC/DC converter 112 is adjusted accordingly such that
VISOURCE for every OLED circuit 116 within tile 100 is
within the accepted range of operation. In the case of
tile 300 of figure 3, the voltage output of power supply
120 is adjusted accordingly such that VISOURCE for
every OLED circuit 116 within tile 300 is within the
accepted range of operation. In the case of OLED
display 400 of Figure 4, the voltage output of power
supplies 120a, 120b, and 120c are adjusted accordingly
such that VISOURCE for every OLED circuit 116 within the
subsets of tiles 300 is within the accepted range of
operation. The task of adjusting either DC/DC
converters 112 and voltage regulators 114 or power
supplies 120 is performed by the local or remote
processor device via the communications link. Method
500 returns to step 510.
[0042] Summarized, method 500 of the present in-
vention measures the voltage drop across a set of con-
stant current sources, for example, ISOURCES 214, within
the drive circuit of a common-anode, passive-matrix,
large-screen OLED array, for example, OLED circuits
116 of tile 100, as an indicator of OLED light output. Sub-
sequently, a positive power supply, for example, power
supply 120, associated with the large-screen OLED ar-
ray is adjusted to ensure that the voltage at the cathode

of each OLED, such as each OLED 212, is greater than
or equal to a predetermined threshold voltage. Accord-
ingly, voltage compensation is performed periodically to
compensate for any decrease in light emission due to
the aging of OLEDs 212. Furthermore, method 500 of
the present invention ensures that a predetermined
maximum power dissipation is not exceeded.
[0043] Although, the examples shown in the figures
provide a control for each module individually, it is clear
that, according to an alternative, the control of the in-
vention can also be realized in other manners. For ex-
ample, the power supply can be adjusted for each tile
individually, and not for each module. Also in case of a
non-tiled display, separate controls and adjustments
can be carried out for groups of OLEDs. Even in a dis-
play composed of tiles and/or modules, the groups of
OLEDs for which the power supply is controlled per
group, must not necessarily correspond with the OLEDs
belonging to a tile or a module.
[0044] It is clear that the construction of the electronic
circuit which is required to realize the display of the in-
vention, and in particular the control and drive devices
thereof, starting from the description given before, can
be realized by any person skilled in the art.
[0045] The present invention is in no way limited to
the forms of embodiment described by way of example
and represented in the figures, however, such method
for controlling an organic light-emitting diode display, as
well as such organic light-emitting diode display, can be
realized in various forms without leaving the scope of
the invention.

Claims

1. Method for controlling an organic light-emitting di-
ode display, said display (400) comprising a plural-
ity of organic light-emitting diodes (OLEDs) (212)
having an anode and a cathode, said organic light
emitting diodes (212) being arranged in a common
anode configuration, whereby a current source
(214) is arranged between each individual cathode
of the organic light-emitting diodes (212) and
ground and the anodes of the organic light-emitting
diodes (212) are electrically connected in common
to a positive power supply, characterized in that a
power supply compensation is applied, in which a
voltage drop is measured across the current sourc-
es (214) and wherein the measured voltage drop is
used as an indicator for the light output of the or-
ganic light emitting diodes (212) and wherein in-
creased to any decrease of said measured voltage
drop is compensated by increasing the voltage of
said power supply.

2. Method according to claim 1, wherein said power
supply is adjusted such that the voltage across the
constant current sources (214) is greater than or
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equal to a predetermined strictly positive threshold
voltage.

3. Method according to claim 1 or 2, whereby this
method, in particular said power compensation, is
performed periodically.

4. Method according to any of the preceding claims,
whereby in order to measure the voltage drop, the
organic light-emitting diodes (212) are activated in
a predetermined sequence.

5. Method according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the voltage drop is measured via analog-
to-digital converters (220).

6. Method according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein at least a number of the measured values
of voltage or voltage drop are stored in a storage
device (118) for interrogation.

7. Method according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein one or more of the current sources (214)
each co-operate with a plurality of said organic light-
emitting diodes (212), whereby the voltage drop
across such current source (214) is measured for
each of the diodes coupled to the corresponding
current source (214) by sequentially actuating
these diodes (212).

8. Method according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the organic light-emitting diodes (212) of
the display (400) are divided in groups, each group
having its own power supply regulation, whereby
the abovesaid measurement is carried out per
group and the worst case value of the measurement
is used for controlling the power supply of said
group.

9. Method according to claim 8, wherein it is used in a
large-screen application, said screen being com-
posed of a plurality of display tiles (300), whereby
said control is applied at least individually for each
of the tiles (300).

10. Method according to claim 9, wherein each of said
tiles (300) is composed of a plurality of modules
(310) and in that said control is applied individually
for each of the modules (310).

11. Method according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein a limit control is applied, whereby, when a
preset value of maximum power dissipation is ob-
tained for a portion of the display (400), in particular
for a tile (300) or for a module (310), said method
of controlling is interrupted.

12. Organic light-emitting diode display, characterized

in that it comprises electronics adapted to carry out
the method of any of claims 1 to 11.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zur Steuerung einer Anzeigevorrichtung
aus organischen Leuchtdioden, wobei besagte An-
zeigevorrichtung (400) eine Vielzahl organischer
Leuchtdioden (OLEDs) (212), die eine Anode und
eine Kathode aufweisen, umfasst, wobei besagte
organische Leuchtdioden (212) in einer gemeinsa-
men Anodenkonfiguration angeordnet sind, wobei
eine Stromquelle (214) zwischen jeder individuellen
Kathode der organischen Leuchtdioden (212) und
der Erde angeordnet ist und die Anoden der orga-
nischen Leuchtdioden (212) elektrisch in gemein-
samer Leitung an eine positive Energieversorgung
angeschlossen sind, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass eine Energieversorgungskompensation an-
gewendet wird, wobei ein Spannungsabfall über die
Stromquellen (214) gemessen wird und wobei der
gemessene Spannungsabfall als ein Indikator für
die Lichtabgabe der organischen Leuchtdioden
(212) verwendet wird und wobei jedweder Rück-
gang besagten gemessenen Spannungsabfalls
kompensiert wird, indem die Spannung besagter
Energieversorgung erhöht wird.

2. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei besagte En-
ergieversorgung derart eingestellt wird, dass die
Spannung über die konstanten Stromquellen (214)
größer oder gleich einer vorbestimmten, strikt posi-
tiven Schwellenspannung ist.

3. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei dieses
Verfahren, insbesondere besagte Stromkompensa-
tion, periodisch durchgeführt wird.

4. Verfahren gemäß einem der vorgenannten Ansprü-
che, wobei, um den Spannungsabfall zu messen,
die organischen Leuchtdioden (212) in einer vorbe-
stimmten Abfolge aktiviert werden.

5. Verfahren gemäß einem der vorgenannten Ansprü-
che, wobei der Spannungsabfall mittels Analog-Di-
gital-Wandlern (220) gemessen wird.

6. Verfahren gemäß einem der vorgenannten Ansprü-
che, wobei zumindest eine Anzahl der gemessenen
Werte von Spannung oder Spannungsabfall in einer
Speichervorrichtung (118) zur Abfrage gespeichert
werden.

7. Verfahren gemäß einem der vorgenannten Ansprü-
che, wobei eine oder mehr der Spannungsquellen
(214) jede mit einer Vielzahl besagter organischer
Leuchtdioden (212) zusammenwirken, wobei der
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Spannungsabfall über solche Stromquelle (214) für
jede der an die entsprechende Stromquelle (214)
gekoppelten Dioden durch sequentielles Ansteuern
dieser Dioden (212) gemessen wird.

8. Verfahren gemäß einem der vorgenannten Ansprü-
che, wobei die organischen Leuchtdioden (212) der
Anzeigevorrichtung (400) in Gruppen aufgeteilt
sind, wobei jede Gruppe ihre eigene Energieversor-
gungsregelung hat, wobei die obengenannte Mes-
sung per Gruppe durchgeführt wird und der Wert
des ungünstigsten Falls der Messung zur Steue-
rung der Energieversorgung besagter Gruppe ver-
wendet wird.

9. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 8, wobei es in einer
Großbildschirmanwendung angewendet wird, wo-
bei besagter Bildschirm aus einer Vielzahl von An-
zeigeplatten (300) zusammengesetzt ist, wobei be-
sagte Steuerung zumindest individuell für jede der
Platten (300) angewendet wird.

10. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 9, wobei jede der be-
sagten Platten (300) aus einer Vielzahl von Modu-
len (310) zusammengesetzt ist und wobei besagte
Steuerung individuell für jedes der Module (310) an-
gewendet wird.

11. Verfahren gemäß einem der vorgenannten Ansprü-
che, wobei eine Grenzwertregelung angewendet
wird, wobei, wenn ein voreingestellter Wert maxi-
maler Verlustleistung für einen Teil der Anzeigevor-
richtung (400) erhalten wird, insbesondere für eine
Platte (300) oder für ein Modul (310), besagtes
Steuerungsverfahren unterbrochen wird.

12. Anzeigevorrichtung aus organischen Leucht-
dioden, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass sie Elek-
tronik umfasst, die zur Durchführung des Verfah-
rens eines der Ansprüche 1 bis 11 angepasst ist.

Revendications

1. Procédé pour régler un affichage à diodes électro-
luminescentes organiques, ledit affichage (400)
comprenant plusieurs diodes électroluminescentes
organiques (OLED) (212) possédant une anode et
une cathode, lesdites diodes électroluminescentes
organiques (212) étant arrangées en une configu-
ration du type à anode commune par laquelle une
source de courant (214) est arrangée entre chaque
cathode individuelle des diodes électroluminescen-
tes organiques (212) et la terre et les anodes des
diodes électroluminescentes organiques (212) sont
électriquement connectées en commun à une ali-
mentation électrique positive, caractérisé en ce
qu'on applique une compensation d'alimentation

électrique dans laquelle on mesure une chute de
tension aux sources de courant (214) et dans la-
quelle la chute de tension mesurée est utilisée com-
me indicateur pour le rendement lumineux des dio-
des électroluminescentes organiques (212) et dans
laquelle n'importe quelle diminution de ladite chute
de tension mesurée est compensée par une aug-
mentation de la tension de ladite alimentation élec-
trique.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ladite
alimentation électrique est réglée de telle sorte que
la tension aux sources de courant constant (214)
est supérieure ou égale à une tension seuil prédé-
terminée strictement positive.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel
ce procédé, en particulier ladite compensation d'ali-
mentation, est mis en oeuvre de manière périodi-
que.

4. Procédé selon l'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, par lequel, dans le but de mesurer la
chute de tension, les diodes électroluminescentes
organiques (212) sont activées dans une séquence
prédéterminée.

5. Procédé selon l'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel la chute de tension est
mesurée via des convertisseurs analogiques-nu-
mériques (220).

6. Procédé selon l'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel au moins un certain nom-
bre des valeurs mesurées de tension ou de chutes
de tension sont stockées dans un dispositif de mé-
moire (118) à des fins d'interrogation.

7. Procédé selon l'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel une ou plusieurs des
sources de courant (214) coopèrent respective-
ment avec plusieurs desdites diodes électrolumi-
nescentes organiques (212), la chute de tension
auxdites sources de courant (214) étant mesurée
pour chacune des diodes couplées à la source de
courant correspondante (214) via un actionnement
séquentiel de ces diodes (212).

8. Procédé selon l'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel les diodes électrolumi-
nescentes organiques (212) de l'affichage (400)
sont réparties en groupes, chaque groupe possé-
dant sa propre régulation d'alimentation électrique,
la mesure susmentionnée étant mise en oeuvre par
groupe et la valeur de la mesure correspondant à
la pire éventualité est utilisée pour le réglage de l'ali-
mentation électrique dudit groupe.
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9. Procédé selon la revendication 8, dans lequel il est
utilisé dans une application à grand écran, ledit
écran étant composé de plusieurs mosaïques d'af-
fichage (300), ledit réglage étant appliqué au moins
de manière individuelle pour chacune desdites mo-
saïques (300).

10. Procédé selon la revendication 9, dans lequel cha-
cune desdites mosaïques (300) est composée de
plusieurs modules (310) et en ce que ledit réglage
est appliqué de manière individuelle pour chacun
des modules (310).

11. Procédé selon l'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel une commande de limite
est appliquée, par laquelle, lorsqu'une valeur préé-
tablie de dissipation de puissance maximale est ob-
tenue pour une portion de l'affichage (400), en par-
ticulier pour une mosaïque (300) ou pour un module
(310), ledit procédé de réglage est interrompu.

12. Affichage à diodes électroluminescentes organi-
ques, caractérisé en ce qu'il comprend des com-
posants électroniques conçus pour mettre en
oeuvre le procédé selon l'une quelconque des re-
vendications 1 à 11.
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