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7) ABSTRACT

Aliquid crystal display device, including: a first substrate; a
second substrate; opposing the first substrate; a liquid crystal
layer interposed between the first substrate and the second
substrate; a reflection film formed on one side of the second
substrate that is closer to the liquid crystal layer; and a color
filter formed on the reflection film, wherein: a plurality of
pixel regions are arranged in a matrix pattern, each of the
pixel regions including a reflection region where light com-
ing from the first substrate side is reflected by the reflection
film back to the first substrate side, and a transmission region
where light coming from the second substrate side is trans-
mitted to the first substrate side; and the color filter includes
an opening in the reflection region.

18 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets
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FIG. 2
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FIG. 7

Relationship between reflection film opening
proportion and reflectance, transmittance
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FIG. 13
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FIG. 15
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FIG. 17
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TRANSMISSION/REFLECTION TYPE
COLOR LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY
DEVICE

This application is a continuation of application Ser. No.
10/092,421, filed Mar. 7, 2002, now US. Pat. No. 6,501,521.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a transmission/reflection
type (hereinafter “transflective™) color liquid crystal display
device having both reflection and transmission functions. A
transflective color liquid crystal display device operates in a
reflection display mode using ambient light from around the
device under bright environments and in a transmission
display mode using light from the backlight under dark
environments. The liquid crystal display device of the
present invention is suitable for use in various applications,
including OA equipment such as word processors and per-
sonal computers, personal digital assistants such as elec-
tronic organizers, and camcorders with a liquid crystal
monitor.

2. Description of the Background Art

A transflective color liquid crystal display device in
portable equipment, etc., has a reduced power consumption
and is capable of operating in a transmission display mode
using a backlight, whereby it is suitable for use under
various environments, and the use thereof as a display
device in portable equipment, etc., is becoming widespread.

A conventional transflective color liquid crystal display
device includes a color filter layered on a reflection film that
is formed on a reverse-side substrate for producing a color
display, and the reflection film is a transflective reflection
film including light-transmitting openings in some portions
thereof.

The color filter and the reflection film are formed within
the liquid crystal panel so as to prevent the display color
saturation from lowering due to the parallax caused by the
substrate thickness, and a color filter with a high transmit-
tance is employed in order to gain brightness in a reflection
mode.

Other semi-transmissive reflection films include half mir-
ror films obtained by thinning a metal such as aluminum or
silver, those obtained by patterning a metal through an
etching process so that portions thereof where the metal is
left unetched are used in a reflection mode while other
portions where the metal is removed are used in a transmis-
sion mode, and those utilizing interference which are
obtained by layering dielectric layers of different refractive
indices on one another.

One such liquid crystal display device is disclosed in, for
example, Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No.
11-052366, where a color filter is layered on a reflection film
that is formed on a reverse-side substrate, and the reflection
film includes light-transmitting openings in some portions
thereof that are opposing pixels of the color filter.

Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 11-183892
proposes a liquid crystal display device in which openings
are provided in a color filter on a front-side substrate, a
reflection film is provided on the inner surface of a back-side
substrate in positions corresponding to the openings of the
color filter, and a semi-transmissive reflector is provided on
the reverse surface of the back-side substrate. It is stated that
with this arrangement, it is possible to display an image
through color pixels with a high brightness in a reflection
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display mode by using colored light that passes through
portions of the color filter other than the openings and is
reflected by the semi-transmissive reflector and non-colored
light of a high brightness that passes through the openings of
the color filter and is reflected by the reflection film, while
it is possible to display an image through color pixels with
a high contrast in a transmission display mode by outputting,
to the front side of the device, only the colored light that has
passed through the portions of the color filter other than the
openings.

However, if a color filter with a high transmittance for
gaining brightness in a reflection mode is employed in the
liquid crystal display device described in Japanese Laid-
Open Patent Publication No. 11-052366, although the dis-
play color saturation is high in a reflection display mode
since light passes through the color filter twice, the display
color saturation decreases considerably in a transmission
display mode since light passes through the color filter only
once. Moreover, if a color filter with a high saturation (low
transmittance) is employed in an attempt to increase the
display color saturation in a transmission display mode, the
brightness in a reflection display mode decreases
considerably, thereby lowering the visibility significantly.

The liquid crystal display device described in Japanese
Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 11-183892 requires two
reflection films. Moreover, reflected light from the reflection
film on the inner surface of the back-side substrate and
reflected light from the transflective reflector on the reverse
surface of the back-side substrate are both used, thereby
causing problems such as a decrease in the color purity due
to the parallax caused by the presence of the back-side
substrate.

The present inventors have found that when any of the
layers of a transflective color liquid crystal display device
provided on the viewer side with respect to the reflection
film (e.g., a viewer-side substrate, an overcoat film, a liquid
crystal layer, an alignment film, etc.) is colored in a particu-
lar color, a color displayed image as a whole is colored in the
particular color not only in a reflection display mode but also
in a transmission display mode, thereby causing a decrease
in the color reproducibility, which has not been significant in
a black and white display.

Moreover, in recent years, there is an increasing demand
for reducing the thickness/weight of a transflective color
liquid crystal display device. Accordingly, there has been an
active research for commercializing a display device using
a plastic substrate instead of using a glass substrate as in the
prior art.

However, when a transflective color liquid crystal display
device is produced by using a plastic substrate instead of
using a glass substrate as in the prior art, a colorless and
transparent plastic substrate gets yellowish in some cases
through a production process such as heating during a color
filter deposition, a transparent electrode film deposition or
an alignment film deposition. In such a case, the color
displayed image as a whole gets yellowish not only in a
reflection display mode but also in a transmission display
mode, thereby causing a decrease in the color reproducibil-

1ty.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A liquid crystal display device of the present invention
includes: a first substrate; a second substrate opposing the
first substrate; a liquid crystal layer interposed between the
first substrate and the second substrate; a reflection film
formed on one side of the second substrate that is closer to
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the liquid crystal layer; and a color filter formed on the
reflection film, wherein: a plurality of pixel regions are
arranged in a matrix pattern, each of the pixel regions
including a reflection region where light coming from the
first substrate side 1s reflected by the reflection film back to
the first substrate side, and a transmission region where light
coming from the second substrate side is transmitted to the
first substrate side; and the color filter includes an opening
in the reflection region.

Thus, in the liquid crystal display device of the present
invention, the opening of the color filter is provided in the
reflection region of each pixel so that the opening does not
overlap with the transmission region.

With the liquid crystal display device of the present
invention, in a transmission display mode where a light
source provided on the back side of the liquid crystal display
device is used, light that is transmitted through the trans-
mission region passes through the color filter to the outside,
thereby obtaining a bright display with a satisfactory display
color saturation. Desired characteristics can be obtained by
adjusting the luminance of the light source, the area and
shape of the transmission region on the second substrate, and
the saturation, transmittance and thickness of the color filter.

The transmission region is usually a region where the
reflection film is not formed. However, the term “transmis-
sion region” may include a region of the reflection film
where the thickness thereof is reduced so that light from the
light source provided on the back side of the liquid crystal
display device is transmitted through the region with a
transmittance of 90% or more, and preferably 95% or more.
The term “reflection region” includes not only a region
where light from the first substrate side (viewer side) is
reflected in total reflection (reflectance: 100%), but also a
region where the light from the first substrate side is
reflected with a reflectance of 90% or more, and preferably
95% or more, with a portion of the light being transmitted.

In a reflection display mode where ambient light is used,
light entering the liquid crystal display device from the front
side (viewer side) passes through the color filter or the color
filter openings, is reflected by the reflection regions of the
reflection film, and passes again through the color filter or
the color filter openings to the outside, whereby combined
output light of non-colored output light and colored output
light is obtained, thus realizing a bright display. The bright-
ness and saturation of the output light can be adjusted by
adjusting, as necessary, the characteristics of the color filter
and the area and shape of the color filter openings. By
enlarging the color filter openings, a color filter having a
high color purity can be employed.

In the liquid crystal display device of the present
invention, it is preferred that the color filter includes a
plurality of openings in the reflection region. In this way,
non-colored output light is output to the first substrate side
while being dispersed across each pixel in a reflection
display mode, whereby bright regions are dispersed across
each pixel, thus improving the visibility.

In the liquid crystal display device of the present
invention, it is preferred that the reflection film is a diffused
reflection film whose surface on the liquid crystal layer side
has irregularities. In this way, in a reflection display mode,
reflected light from the reflection film passes through the
color filter to the first substrate side while being diffused,
whereby the brightness and the saturation of the combined
output light are made uniform across each pixel, thus
improving the visibility.

In the liquid crystal display device of the present
invention, it is preferred that an arca proportion of the
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transmission region with respect to the pixel region is equal
to or greater than 10% and less than or equal to 50%, and an
area proportion of the opening with respect to the reflection
region is equal to or greater than 5% and less than or equal
to 30%. In this way, it is possible to realize a transflective
color liquid crystal display device that is satisfactory for
practical use in a reflection display mode and in a transmis-
sion display mode. Specifically, a sufficient brightness can
be ensured in a transmission display mode by setting the area
proportion of the region where the reflection film is not
formed (i.c., the transmission region) to be 10% or more, and
a sufficient brightness can be ensured in a reflection display
mode by setting it to be 50% or less. On the other hand, a
sufficient brightness can be ensured in a reflection display
mode by setting the color filter opening proportion to be 5%
or more, and a sufficient color area can be ensured in a
reflection display mode, whereby different colors can be
distinguished from one another, by setting it to be 30% or
less. In order to perform an evaluation in a reflection display
mode, the color filter opening proportion is herein repre-
sented in relation to the area of the reflection region. This is
because the size of the opening of the color filter signifi-
cantly influences a reflection display.

In the present specification, a region of a liquid crystal
display device corresponding to a “pixel”, which is the
minimum unit of display, will be referred to as a “pixel
region”. In a color liquid crystal display device, for example,
R, G and B “pixel regions” correspond to one “picture
element region”. In a passive matrix type liquid crystal
display device, a pixel region is defined as a region where
one of column electrodes which are arranged in a stripe
pattern crosses one of row electrodes which are also
arranged in a stripe pattern perpendicular to the column
electrodes. In an active matrix type liquid crystal display
device, a pixel region is defined by a pixel electrode and a
counter electrode which opposes the pixel electrode. In an
arrangement with a black matrix, strictly speaking, a pixel
region is a portion of each region through which a voltage
is applied according to the intended display state that
corresponds to an opening of the black matrix.

In the liquid crystal display device of the present
invention, it is preferred that the openings of the color filter
are filled with a transparent resin whose transmittance is
90% or more. In this way, the step around each color filter
opening is eliminated, whereby the liquid crystal molecules
rise in a uniform manner in the vicinity of each color filter
opening, thus improving the contrast (particularly the con-
trast in a reflection mode). A flattening film made of an
acrylic resin is layered on the surface of the color filer for
flattening the surface irregularities of the color filter. Thus,
when the color filter openings are shallow, the openings are
filled with the flattening film. However, when the color filter
openings are deep, unless the openings are filled with a
transparent resin, the step around each opening cannot be
eliminated by the flattening film, thus leaving a step. Par-
ticularly when an STN liquid crystal material is used, the
liquid crystal molecules rise in a non-uniform manner in
each pixel due to the presence of such a step around each
color filter opening, thereby causing significant problems
such as a reduction in the contrast in a reflection display
mode.

A transparent resin may be of any type as long as the
transmittance thereof is higher than that of the color filter.
However, in order to ensure a sufficient brightness in a
transmission display mode, a high transmittance is preferred.
Even if a pigment for tint correction is mixed in the
transparent resin, it is desirable to ensure a transmittance of
90% or more, and preferably 95% or more.
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In the liquid crystal display device of the present
invention, it is preferred that: a plurality of picture element
regions are defined, each including a number of the pixel
regions of different colors; and in each of the plurality of
picture element regions, an area of the opening of the color
filter in at least one of the pixel regions of different colors is
smaller than an area of the opening of the color filter in each
of the other pixel region(s).

With such a liquid crystal display device, if reflected light
is colored in a particular color by a layer provided on the
viewer side with respect to the reflection film (e.g., the first
substrate, the overcoat film, the liquid crystal layer, the
alignment film, etc.), the area proportion of a color filter of
a hue that is approximately the complementary color to that
particular color can be increased relative to those of the color
filters of other hues. Therefore, it is possible to realize a
reflection color display with a desirable color reproducibility
in a reflection display mode.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be such that: the first substrate is a plastic substrate; a
plurality of picture element regions are defined, each includ-
ing three of the pixel regions of red, green and blue; and in
each of the plurality of picture element regions, an area of
the opening of the color filter in the blue pixel region is
smaller than an area of the opening of the color filter in each
of the red and green pixel regions.

With such a liquid crystal display device, if a transparent
plastic substrate (the first substrate) provided on the viewer
side with respect to the reflection film gets yellowish
through a production process, the area proportion of the
color filter of blue, which is approximately the complemen-
tary color to yellow, can be increased relative to those of the
red and green color filters. Therefore, in a reflection display
mode, the reflected light can be approximately white light in
a white display, thereby realizing a reflection color display
with a desirable color reproducibility.

In the liquid crystal display device of the present
invention, it is preferred that: a plurality of picture element
regions are defined, each including a number of the pixel
regions of different colors; and in each of the plurality of
picture element regions, an area of the transmission region
in at least one of the pixel regions of different colors is
greater than an area of the transmission region in each of the
other pixel region(s).

With such a liquid crystal display device, if transmitted
light is colored in a particular color by a light source such as
a backlight, or a layer present in the path along which light
from the light source travels (e.g., the light guide plate, the
first substrate, the second substrate, the liquid crystal layer,
etc.), the area proportion of the color filter of a color that is
approximately the complementary color to that particular
color can be increased relative to those of the color filters of
other hues. Therefore, it is possible to realize a transmission
color display with a desirable color reproducibility in a
transmission display mode.

In the liquid crystal display device of the present
invention, it is preferred that: at least one of the first
substrate and the second substrate is a plastic substrate; a
plurality of pixel regions are defined, each including three of
the pixel regions of red, green and blue; and in each of the
plurality of pixel regions, an area of the transmission region
in the blue pixel region is greater than an area of the
transmission region in each of the red and green pixel
regions.

With such a liquid crystal display device, if a transparent
plastic substrate present in the path along which light from
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a light source such as a backlight travels gets yellowish
through a production process, the area proportion of the
color filter of blue, which is approximately the complemen-
tary color to yellow, can be increased relative to those of the
red and green color filters. Therefore, in a transmission
display mode, the transmitted light can be approximately
white light in a white display, thereby realizing a transmis-
sion color display with a desirable color reproducibility.

In the liquid crystal display device of the present
invention, it is preferred that: a plurality of picture element
regions are defined, each including a number of the pixel
regions of different colors; and in each of the plurality of
picture element regions, an area of the opening of the color
filter in at least one of the pixel regions of different colors is
smaller than an area of the opening of the color filter in each
of the other pixel region(s), and an area of the transmission
region in at least one of the pixel regions of different colors
is greater than an area of the transmission region in each of
the other pixel region(s).

With such a liquid crystal display device, if reflected light
or transmitted light is colored in a particular color by a layer
provided on the viewer side with respect to the reflection
film, a light source such as a backlight, a layer present in the
path along which light from the light source travels, etc., the
area proportion of the color filter of a hue that is approxi-
mately the complementary color to that particular color can
be increased relative to those of the color filters of other
hues. Therefore, it is possible to realize a reflection color
display with a desirable color reproducibility in a reflection
display mode and in a transmission display mode.

In the liquid crystal display device of the present
invention, it is preferred that: at least one of the first
substrate and the second substrate is a plastic substrate; a
plurality of pixel regions are defined, each including three of
the pixel regions of red, green and blue; and in each of the
plurality of pixel regions, an area of the opening of the color
filter in the blue pixel region is smaller than an area of the
opening of the color filter in each of the red and green pixel
regions, and an area of the transmission region in the blue
pixel region is greater than an area of the transmission region
in each of the red and green pixel regions.

With such a liquid crystal display device, if a transparent
plastic substrate provided on the viewer side with respect to
the reflection film or in the path along which light from a
light source such as a backlight travels gets yellowish
through a production process, the area proportion of the
color filter of blue, which is approximately the complemen-
tary color to yellow, can be increased relative to those of the
red and green color filters. Therefore, in a reflection display
mode and in a transmission display mode, the reflected light
and the transmitted light can be approximately white light in
a white display, thereby realizing a transmission color dis-
play with a desirable color reproducibility.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram schematically illustrating a transflec-
tive color liquid crystal display device according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of a color filter 10 and a
reflection film 11, illustrating the positional relationship of
reflection regions Re and transmission regions Tr with
respect to openings of the color filter.

FIG. 3 is a plan view illustrating the reflection film 11
used in the embodiment of the present invention in each of
red (R), green (G) and blue (B) pixel regions.

FIG. 4 is a plan view illustrating the reflection film 11, an
electrodeposition ITO film and the color filter 10.



US 6,885,418 B2

7

FIG. 5 is a graph illustrating the color reproducibility in
a reflection display mode for various color filter opening
proportions.

FIG. 6 is a graph illustrating the reflectance for various
color filter opening proportions.

FIG. 7 is a graph illustrating the reflectance and the
transmittance for various reflection film opening propor-
tions.

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view schematically illustrating
a lower substrate having a diffused reflection film.

FIG. 9 is a graph illustrating the relationship between the
step between a color filter portion and a color filter opening
and the contrast in a reflection display mode.

FIG. 10A and FIG. 10B illustrate axial orientations of the
optical elements with respect to one another in the embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a reflection
film and a color filter of Comparative Example 1.

FIG. 12 illustrates characteristics of a color filter used in
Comparative Example 1 and those of the color filter used in
the embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a plan view schematically illustrating one pixel
of a liquid crystal display device of Embodiment 2.

FIG. 14 is a cross-sectional view taken along line x—x' of
FIG. 13.

FIG. 15 is a plan view schematically illustrating one pixel
of a liquid crystal display device of Comparative Example 2.

FIG. 16 is a plan view schematically illustrating one
picture element in a transtlective color liquid crystal display
device of Embodiment 3.

FIG. 17 is a plan view schematically illustrating one
picture element in a transflective color liquid crystal display
device of Embodiment 4.

FIG. 18 is a plan view schematically illustrating one
picture element in a liquid crystal display device of Refer-
ence Example 1.

FIG. 19 is a plan view schematically illustrating one
picture element in a liquid crystal display device of Refer-
ence Example 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the present invention will now be
described with reference to the accompanying drawings.
Although the present invention will be described in the
following embodiments with respect to a passive matrix
STN liquid crystal display device, the present invention is
also applicable to an active matrix liquid crystal display
device using switching elements such as TFTs (Thin Film
Transistors) or MIM (Metal-Insulator-Metal) devices.
Embodiment 1

FIG. 1 is a diagram schematically illustrating a transflec-
tive color liquid crystal display device of the present
embodiment. The transflective color liquid crystal display
device of the present embodiment includes an upper polar-
izer 1, a first phase plate 2, a second phase plate 3, an upper
substrate 4, a transparent display electrode 5a, an alignment
film 7@, an STN liquid crystal layer 8, an alignment film 75,
a transparent display electrode 5b, an overcoat layer 9, a
color filter 10, a reflection film 11, a lower substrate 12, a
third phase plate 13, a lower polarizer 14, a light guide plate
151 and a backlight 161. These components are layered in
this order from the viewer side (the upper side in FIG. 1).
The upper substrate 4 and the lower substrate 12 are attached
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to each other via a seal resin 6 therebetween, thereby
forming the STN liquid crystal layer 8.

The liquid crystal display device of the present embodi-
ment includes a plurality of pixel regions arranged in a
matrix pattern, each pixel region including a reflection
region where light coming from the upper substrate 4 side is
reflected by the reflection film 11 back to the upper substrate
4 side, and a transmission region where light coming from
the lower substrate 12 side is transmitted to the upper
substrate 4 side.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the color filter 10 and
the reflection film 11, illustrating the positional relationship
of reflection regions Re and transmission regions Tr with
respect to openings of the color filter. In the illustrated
example, a pixel region including a reflection region Re and
a transmission region Tr is formed in each of red (R), green
(G) and blue (B) pixels, and each of color filters 10R, 10G
and 10B of each pixel includes a plurality of openings 20R,
20G and 20B, respectively, with each of the respective
openings 20R, 20G and 20B of the color filters 10R, 10G
and 10B being provided in a reflection region Re.
Hereinafter, components may be referred to collectively
using a reference numeral by omitting alphabetical suffixes
to the reference numeral. For example, “color filters 10R,
10G and 10B” may be referred to collectively as “color filter
10”.

In the present embodiment, light-transmitting through
hole portions 21 are formed by using a photolithography
method in the reflection film 11 covering one side of the
lower substrate 12, thereby forming transmission regions Tr.
Therefore, a transmission region Tr may be described as the
opening (light-transmitting region) 21 of the reflection film
11. Thus, the liquid crystal display device of the present
embodiment may be described as a transflective color liquid
crystal display device in which the liquid crystal layer 8 is
interposed between the pair of substrates 4 and 12, and the
color filter 10 and the reflection film 11 including the
openings (light-transmitting regions) are provided in each
pixel region, which is the unit of display, wherein the
openings 20 of the color filter 10 are provided in positions
corresponding to portions of the reflection film 11 other than
the openings (light-transmitting regions) thereof.

FIG. 3 is a plan view illustrating the reflection film 11
used in the present embodiment in each of the red (R), green
(G) and blue (B) pixel regions. The reflection film 11 is
formed on the lower substrate 12 through a vapor deposition
process using aluminum to a thickness of 1000 A (100 om),
and the light-transmitting through hole portions 21 are
formed by patterning the aluminum film using a photoli-
thography method.

In the present embodiment, the area of each through hole
portion 21 on the lower substrate 12 is set to be 30% with
respect to the area of each pixel region on the lower substrate
12. While the area proportion of the through hole portion 21
is not limited thereto, it is preferably equal to or greater than
10% and less than or equal to 50%. If the area proportion of
the through hole portion 21 is less than 10%, the amount of
transmitted light used is insufficient, resulting in a dark
display in a transmission display mode. If the area propor-
tion of the through hole portion 21 is greater than 50%, while
the transmission display mode is given a higher priority, the
display in a reflection display mode becomes dark, resulting
in a poor visibility.

For example, an electrodeposition method may be used
for producing the color filter 10 including the openings 20.
An example of a process of producing the color filter 10
using an electrodeposition method will now be described.
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A electrodeposition ITO film (electrode) is formed on the
reflection film 11. Openings running through the elec-
trodeposition ITO film in the thickness direction thereof are
formed by a photolithography method in positions corre-
sponding to positions in the color filter 10 where the
openings 20 are to be formed. A resist is formed on the
electrodeposition ITO film, and then portions of the resist
are removed from pixel regions of the color to be electrode-
posited. An electric current is supplied to the electrodepo-
sition ITO film so that a color filter material of the color to
be electrodeposited is allowed to be electrodeposited on
exposed portions of the electrodeposition ITO film. In this
process, the color filter material is not electrodeposited in the
opening regions of the electrodeposition ITO film, whereby
the openings 20 are formed in the color filter 10. The resist
is removed, and then a new resist is formed on the elec-
trodeposition ITO film. Portions of the resist are removed
from pixel regions of the next color to be electrodeposited.
Similarly, the color filters 10 of other colors are formed.

While an electrodeposition method is used in the present
embodiment, the color filter 10 including the openings 20
may alternatively be produced by using any of other meth-
ods for producing a color filter that are commonly used in
the art, including a pigment dispersion method, a printing
method, a dyeing method, etc.

FIG. 4 is a plan view illustrating the reflection film 11, the
electrodeposition ITO film and the color filter 10. The left
portion of FIG. 4 is a plan view illustrating one pixel, where
an electrodeposition ITO film has been formed on the
reflection film 11 through a vapor deposition process and
patterned to form a plurality of slit-shaped ITO-film-
removed portions. The center portion of FIG. 4 illustrates the
color filters (CF) 10R, 10G and 10B of red (R), green (G)
and blue (B) pixels having been electrodeposited on the
electrodeposition ITO film. The right portion of FIG. 4
illustrates red (R), green (G) and blue (B) pixels arranged in
a matrix pattern. In the present embodiment, the through
hole portions 21 of the reflection film 11 are each formed
substantially in the center of one pixel region as illustrated
in FIG. 4. Two (upper and lower) sets of four openings 20
extending in the column direction and parallel to one another
are formed in the color filter 10 for each pixel, with the
through hole portion 21 of the reflection film 11 being
interposed between the upper and lower sets of openings 20.
Since the color filter 10 includes a plurality of openings 20
in each reflection region Re, non-colored output light is
output to the upper substrate 4 side while being dispersed
across each pixel in a reflection display mode. Thus, bright
regions are dispersed across each pixel, thereby improving
the visibility.

Optimal opening area proportions for the reflection film
11 and those for the color filter 10 will now be discussed. In
the following discussion, the term “reflection film opening
proportion” is defined as the proportion of the area of the
openings in the reflection film for one pixel region with
respect to the area of one pixel region, and the term “color
filter opening proportion” is defined as the proportion of the
area of the openings in the color filter with respect to the area
across which the reflection film is formed in one pixel
region. Note that the area of one pixel, that of an opening in
the reflection film, and that of an opening in the color filter,
are each an area as viewed in the direction normal to the
substrate plane, i.¢., an area that is defined in a plane parallel
to the substrate plane.

Anumber of liquid crystal display devices were produced
with various reflection film opening proportions and various
color filter opening proportions, and the optical character-
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istics thereof were measured in a reflection display mode
and in a transmission display mode. The results are shown
in FIG. 5, FIG. 6 and FIG. 7.

FIG. 5 is a graph illustrating the color reproducibility in
a reflection display mode for various color filter opening
proportions, i.c., the relationship between the color filter
opening proportion and the color area in a reflection display
mode. Color area is a value that can be used as a color
reproducibility index, and is defined as follows, indicating
that the greater the color area is, the better the color
reproducibility is.

Color arca=Area of “RGB triangle”x1000

(where “RGB triangle” is a triangle that is drawn by con-
necting the three chromaticity coordinate points for R, G and
B from one to another).

The measurement results shown in FIG. 5 were obtained
by using a reflection film having a reflection film opening
proportion of 40% and a color filter having a Y value of 40.

FIG. 6 is a graph illustrating the reflectance for various
color filter opening proportions. The measurement results
shown in FIG. 6 were obtained by using a reflection film
having a reflection film opening proportion of 40% and a
color filter having a Y value of 40, as in the measurement
whose results are shown in FIG. 5.

The measurement results shown in FIG. § and FIG. 6
indicate that an increase in the color filter opening propor-
tion decreases the color area in a reflection display mode but
increases the reflectance. The measurement results shown in
FIG. 5 indicate that when the color area in a reflection mode
is less than 4, the color difference between R, G and B is
excessively small, whereby it is difficult to distinguish
different colors from one another particularly in the case of
a multicolor display. It was found that such a liquid crystal
display device produces a blur display and is not suitable for
practical use. Thus, it is preferred to set the upper limit of the
color filter opening proportion to be 30% at which the color
area is 4.

Since ambient light is used in a reflection display mode,
the display quality in a reflection mode is dependent on the
brightness of the environment under which the device is
used. Under very bright environments, e.g., being outdoors
in a fine weather, the display is sufficiently recognizable
even if the reflectance is about 1%. However, under office
environments where mobile equipment, or the like, is prob-
ably used most often, it is believed that a minimum reflec-
tance of about 4% is required for recognizing the display
because such environments are darker than outdoor envi-
ronments. According to the measurement results shown in
FIG. 6, the color filter opening proportion at which the
reflectance is 4% is 5%. Thus, it is preferred to set the lower
limit of the color filter opening proportion to be 5%.

FIG. 7 is a graph illustrating the reflectance and the
transmittance for various reflection film opening propor-
tions. The measurement results shown in FIG. 7 were
obtained by using a color filter having an opening proportion
of 10% and a Y value of 40. The lower limit of the
transmittance is dependent on various factors such as the
output luminance level of the back lamp. For example, a
back lamp capable of providing an output luminance of
about 1000 cd/m® is used in display devices of portable
telephones. Under office and darker environments, the dis-
play is sufficiently recognizable if the luminance in a trans-
mission mode is 10 cd/m” or more. Thus, a reflectance of
about 1% is sufficient for display devices of portable tele-
phones. According to the results shown in FIG. 7, the
reflection film opening proportion at which the reflectance is
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1% 1s 10%. Thus, it is preferred that the lower limit of the
reflection film opening proportion is 10%. As described
above, a reflectance of about 4% is required for use under
office environments. According to the results shown in FIG.
7, the reflection film opening proportion at which the reflec-
tance is 4% is 50%. Thus, it is preferred that the upper limit
of the reflection film opening proportion is 50%.

The liquid crystal display device of the present embodi-
ment includes the overcoat layer 9 made of an acrylic resin
and formed on the color filter 10. The overcoat layer 9 is for
flattening the irregular surface of the color filter 10 so that
the liquid crystal molecules rise in a uniform manner. In the
case of a liquid crystal display device in which a color filter
is provided on one substrate and a reflection film is provided
on the other substrate, it is necessary to form an overcoat
layer on each of the color filter and the reflection film. In
contrast, in the liquid crystal display device of the present
embodiment, the color filter 10 is layered on the reflection
film 11, whereby it is only necessary to provide the overcoat
layer 9 on the color filter 10, thereby simplifying the
production process. Also when a diffused reflection film is
used as the reflection film, the surface irregularities are
eliminated by the overcoat layer 9.

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view schematically illustrating
a lower substrate having a diffused reflection film. The
diffused reflection film includes a transparent resin layer 30
made of an acrylic resin, or the like, and having a surface
with smooth irregularities, and the reflection film 11 layered
on the transparent resin layer 30. The transparent resin layer
30 is produced by, for example, the following step. A
photosensitive resin film is formed on the lower substrate 12,
and a plurality of openings are formed therein by a photo-
lithography method. Then, a heat treatment is performed,
whereby the surface is deformed by a heat deformation
phenomenon, thus rounding off sharp edges of the openings
and obtaining a surface with smooth irregularities. If a
diffused reflection film is used as the reflection film,
reflected light from the diffused reflection film passes
through the color filter 10 to the upper substrate 4 side while
being diffused in a reflection display mode, whereby the
brightness and the saturation of the combined output light
are made uniform across each pixel, thus improving the
visibility. Alternatively, an overcoat film made of a trans-
parent resin with a light diffusing substance dispersed
therein may be separately formed, as a diffusion layer, on the
reflection film 11 that is provided with a mirror finished
surface so as to provide the liquid crystal display device with
a light diffusing function.

In a case where the color filter 10 has a large thickness,
i.e., in a case where each opening 20 of the color filter 10 is
deep, the step between the color filter portion and the
opening 20 may be excessive so that the step cannot be
eliminated by the overcoat layer 9, resulting in insufficient
flattening. Particularly, in a display device using an STN
liquid crystal layer, the presence of such a step delays the
rise of the liquid crystal molecules in the vicinity of each
color filter opening 20, thereby making the rise of the liquid
crystal molecules non-uniform across each pixel, thus caus-
ing problems such as a reduced contrast in a reflection
display mode.

FIG. 9 is a graph illustrating the relationship between the
step between the color filter portion and the color filter
opening and the contrast in a reflection display mode. The
step between the color filter portion and the color filter
opening was measured with a profilometer using a substrate
that has been subjected to an alignment process (ie., a
substrate immediately before the attachment of the upper
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and lower substrates to each other) taking into consideration
the flatness of the various films to be deposited on the color
filter 10. Moreover, step adjustment was performed by filling
each opening 20 of the color filter 10 with a transparent resin
using a color filter material having a transmittance of 95%
to which only a pigment for tint correction had been added.

In a case where a color filter is produced by using an
electrodeposition I'TO film including openings therein, since
a transparent resin cannot be electrodeposited on the open-
ings 20 of the color filter 10, a transparent resin is elec-
trodeposited on the openings 20 by using a resist direct
electrodeposition method. A resist direct electrodeposition
method is a method in which a photosensitive resin applied
on an electrodeposition ITO film is patterned so as to
partially expose the electrodeposition ITO film, and an
electrodeposition color filter is formed on the exposed
portions. With this method, R, G and B color filters and a
transparent resin layer in the openings 20 can be formed.

It can be scen from FIG. 9 that the reflection contrast
improves as the step decreases. Specifically, if the color filter
portion thickness is greater than the color filter opening
thickness (i.c., the thickness of the resin filling the opening),
the liquid crystal molecules in the vicinity of each color filter
opening 20 rise later than other liquid crystal molecules,
whereas if the color filter opening thickness is greater than
the color filter portion thickness, the liquid crystal molecules
in the vicinity of each color filter opening 20 rise earlier than
other liquid crystal molecules. In either case, the contrast is
reduced. Therefore, it is preferred to adjust the thickness of
the transparent resin that fills each opening 20 so that there
is no step between the opening and the color filter portion.

While each opening 20 of the color filter 10 is a through
hole running through the color filter 10 in the thickness
direction thereof in the present embodiment, the opening 20
may alternatively have a depth less than the thickness of the
color filter 10 as long as it is possible to ensure a transmit-
tance of 90% or more, and preferably 95% or more, in the
opening 20.

In the liquid crystal display device of the present
embodiment, the transparent display electrodes 5a and 5b
are formed on one side of the upper substrate 4 and the lower
substrate 12, respectively, closer to the STN liquid crystal
layer 8. The transparent electrodes Sa and 5b are formed by
depositing (through a vapor deposition process) and etching
ITO (indium tin oxide) on the upper substrate 4 and on the
overcoat layer (flattening layer) 9 of the lower substrate 12
each into a stripe pattern. Regions where the stripe patterns
cross each other form pixel electrodes, which are arranged
in a matrix pattern. A black matrix may be formed using a
light-absorbing material so as to surround each pixel, in
which case the light blocking effect is improved, thus
contributing to an increase in the contrast. A polyimide resin
is applied by printing on the transparent display electrodes
5a and 5b, and the polyimide resin is sintered so as to form
the alignment films 7a and 7b. Then, the alignment films 7a
and 7b are subjected to a rubbing treatment so that the twist
angle of the liquid crystal molecules is 240°.

After the upper and lower substrates 4 and 12 are attached
to each other via the seal resin 6, a liquid crystal material
whose birefringence An and pitch have been adjusted is
injected into a gap therebetween, thereby forming the STN
liquid crystal layer 8 and thus producing an STN liquid
crystal cell. Then, the first phase plate 2, the second phase
plate 3 and the third phase plate 13 (each of which is a
polycarbonate drawn film having a desired value of dAn),
and the upper polarizer 1 and the lower polarizer 14 (each of
which is neutral gray in color) are attached to the liquid
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crystal cell so that their optical axes are oriented in prede-
termined directions with respect to the liquid crystal cell.
Herein, d is the thickness of the phase plate. Furthermore,
the light guide plate 151 and the backlight 161 are provided
on one side of the liquid crystal cell that is away from the
viewer so that light from the backlight enters the liquid
crystal cell.

FIG. 10A and FIG. 10B illustrate axial orientations of the
optical elements with respect to one another in the present
embodiment. The twist angle of the liquid crystal molecules
in the STN liquid crystal layer 8, i.c., the angle between an
orientation direction 15 thereof on the lower substrate 12
and an orientation direction 16 thereof on the upper substrate
4, is 240°. With the clockwise and counterclockwise direc-
tions being a positive direction and a negative direction,
respectively, the angle of the upper orientation direction 16
of the liquid crystal molecules with respect to a slow axis 17
of the second phase plate 3 is 120°, the angle of the slow axis
17 of the second phase plate 3 with respect to a slow axis 18
of the first phase plate 2 is 40°, and the angle of the slow axis
18 of the first phase plate 2 with respect to an absorption axis
19 of the upper polarizer 1 is 75°. Moreover, the angle of a
slow axis 22 of the third phase plate 13 with respect to the
orientation direction 15 of the liquid crystal molecules on
the lower substrate 12 is 50°, and the angle of an absorption
axis 23 of the lower polarizer 14 with respect to the slow axis
22 of the third phase plate 13 is -40°.

The retardation values of the STN liquid crystal layer 8,
the first phase plate 2, the second phase plate 3 and the third
phase plate 13 are set to be 800 nm, 680 nm, 180 nm and 140
nm, respectively, and the liquid crystal display device is
configured so as to operate in a normally black mode in a
reflection mode and in a transmission mode.

In the liquid crystal display device of the present
embodiment, the reflection film 11 including the openings
21 and the color filter 10 including the openings 20 are
provided on the lower substrate 12 so that the openings 20
and 21 are located in different positions in each pixel. In this
way, the liquid crystal display device of the present embodi-
ment can be obtained without increasing the number of steps
in the production process from that in the prior art (sec
Comparative Example 1 to be described later).

In the case of a liquid crystal display device in which a
color filter is provided on one substrate and a reflection film
is provided on the other substrate, it is necessary to form an
overcoat layer on each of the color filter and the reflection
film. In contrast, in the liquid crystal display device of the
present embodiment, the color filter 10 is layered on the
reflection film 11, whereby it is only necessary to provide the
overcoat layer 9 on the color filter 10, thereby simplifying
the production process.

Furthermore, in a case where a liquid crystal display
device is produced by providing a color filter on one
substrate and a reflection film on the other substrate, an
opening of the color filter may possibly overlap with an
opening of the reflection film when the substrates are
attached to each other due to the low alignment precision in
the attachment process. In contrast, in the liquid crystal
display device of the present embodiment, the openings of
the color filter and those of the reflection film are positioned
with respect to each other by a photolithography method,
which has a high precision, whereby it is possible to prevent
problems such as the overlap between openings.

With the liquid crystal display device of the present
embodiment, in a transmission display mode where a light
source (the backlight 161) provided on the back side of the
liquid crystal display device is used, light that is transmitted
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through the openings 21 of the reflection film 11 passes
through the color filter 10 to the outside, thereby obtaining
a bright display with a satisfactory display color saturation.
A transmission display of desired characteristics can be
obtained by adjusting the luminance of the light source, the
area and shape of the openings 21 of the reflection film 11,
and the saturation, transmittance and thickness of the color
filter 10.

In a reflection display mode where ambient light is used,
light entering the liquid crystal display device from the front
side passes through the color filter 10 or the color filter
openings 20, is reflected by the reflection regions (regions
other than the openings 21) of the reflection film 11, and
passes again through the color filter 10 or the color filter
openings 20 to the outside. Therefore, combined output light
of non-colored output light and colored output light is
obtained, thus realizing a bright display. The brightness and
saturation of the output light can be adjusted by adjusting, as
necessary, the characteristics of the color filter 10 and the
area and shape of the color filter openings 20. By enlarging
the color filter openings 20, a color filter having a high color
purity can be employed.

In the case of a liquid crystal display device in which a
color filter is provided on a viewer-side substrate and a
reflection film is provided on a back-side substrate, color
mixing may occur since the color filter and the reflection
film are spaced apart from each other via a liquid crystal
layer. For example, when incident light that has been colored
by a blue color filter provided on the viewer-side substrate
is reflected by the reflection film provided on the back-side
substrate so as to be output to the viewer side, it may pass
through a green color filter provided on the viewer-side
substrate. In such a case, the output light may become dark
while blue and green are mixed with each other, thereby
lowering the color purity. In contrast, in the liquid crystal
display device of the present embodiment, the color filter is
provided on the reflection film, thereby preventing the color
purity from being lowered due to color mixing in a reflection
display mode.

COMPARATIVE EXAMPLE 1

Comparative Example 1 will now be described with
reference to FIG. 11 in comparison with the liquid crystal
display device of the present embodiment. The transflective
color liquid crystal display device of Comparative Example
1 is as that of the present embodiment except for the color
filter and the reflection film. Therefore, only the color filter
and the reflection film will be described below.

The reflection film used in Comparative Example 1 is
provided by depositing an aluminum film including light-
transmitting through hole portions therein to a thickness of
1000 A (100 nm) on a lower substrate (not shown), as
illustrated in FIG. 11. The area of the through hole portions
for each pixel is set to be 30% of the area of each pixel. An
RGB color filter having a stripe pattern is formed on the
reflection film via an electrodeposition electrode.

In Comparative Example 1, the pigment concentration in
color filter portions corresponding to the transmission
regions of the reflection film (the reflection film through hole
portions in this example) is different from that in other color
filter portions corresponding to the reflection regions of the
reflection film (the portions of the reflection film other than
the through hole portions) as illustrated in FIG. 11. A resist
direct electrodeposition method is used so as to produce a
color filter with different pigment concentrations between
the transmission regions and the reflection regions. With this
method, color filter portions with different pigment concen-
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trations are formed in the transmission regions and in the
reflection regions for each color.

In this way, it is possible to increase the saturation of a
display color in a transmission mode while maintaining the
brightness in a reflection mode. However, forming color
filter portions of different transmittances in the transmission
regions and in the reflection regions increases the number of
steps in the color filter electrodeposition process.
Specifically, electrodepositing reflection color filter portions
and transmission color filter portions for each of R, G and B
requires a total of six photolithography steps. Moreover, it
requires two color filter materials of different pigment
concentrations for each color. Thus, the production cost
increases. In contrast, in the liquid crystal display device of
the present embodiment, the color filter portions can be
electrodeposited in a single photolithography step for each
of R, G and B. Even with the photolithography step for
providing openings in the electrodeposition ITO film being
added, the color filter portions can be electrodeposited
through a total of four photolithography steps. Moreover, the
color filter portions can be electrodeposited with only one
color filter material of one pigment concentration for each
color, thereby preventing the production cost from increas-
ing.

In Comparative Example 1, a high-transmittance color
filter (Y=6) is employed in order to maintain the brightness
in a reflection mode. In contrast, the liquid crystal display
device of the present embodiment does not require a high-
transmittance color filter. For example, the liquid crystal
display device of the embodiment as described above
employs a color filter having a Y value of 43. FIG. 12
illustrates characteristics of the color filter used in Com-
parative Example 1 and those of the color filter used in the
embodiment of the present invention. It can be seen from the
chromaticity diagram of FIG. 12 that the liquid crystal
display device of the present embodiment is preferred also
in terms of saturation.

Embodiments 2,3 and 4 of the present invention will now
be described with reference to the drawings. In Embodi-
ments 2, 3 and 4 below, the present invention will be
described with respect to cases where a plastic substrate
such as polyethersulfone, polycarbonate, an epoxy resin, or
polyethylene terephthalate, is used as the upper substrate 4
and the lower substrate 12. Liquid crystal display devices of
Embodiments 2, 3 and 4 are structurally similar to the liquid
crystal display device of Embodiment 1 illustrated in FIG. 1.
Therefore, the liquid crystal display devices of Embodi-
ments 2, 3 and 4 will be described using the reference
numerals shown in FIG. 1, and the structures thereof will not
be described in detail.

Embodiment 2

FIG. 13 is a plan view schematically illustrating one pixel
of the liquid crystal display device of Embodiment 2, and
FIG. 14 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the same taken
along line x—x'. In the present embodiment, three pixels of
different hues (R, G and B) together form a picture element.
The R, G and B color filters 10R, 10G and 10B include a
number of respective openings 20R, 20G and 20B within a
pixel region. In the present embodiment, the color filters
10R, 10G and 10B include two rectangular openings 20R,
20G and 20B, respectively, in each pixel region.

In the present embodiment, the color filter 10B in a blue
pixel region has openings the size (area) of which is smaller
than those of the color filters 10R and 10G in red and green
pixel regions. Therefore, the blue color filter 10B, among the
R, G and B color filters 10R, 10G and 10B, has the largest
color filter area for coloring the reflected light from the
reflection film 11.
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Moreover, in the present embodiment, the reflection film
11 includes, in transmission regions Tr, the openings 21R,
21G and 21B for transmitting light from the backlight 161
in the R, G and B pixel regions, respectively. The openings
21R, 21G and 21B in the pixel regions are positioned so as
not to overlap with the openings 20R, 20G and 20B of the
color filters 10R, 10G and 10B, respectively. In other words,
the openings 20R, 20G and 20B of the color filters 10R, 10G
and 10B are provided in the reflection regions Re of the
reflection film 11.

The total area of each of the openings 21R, 21G and 21B
for each pixel is preferably equal to or greater than 10% and
less than or equal to 50% of the area of one pixel region, and
is set to be 30%, for example. If it is less than 10%, the
amount of light transmitted therethrough is excessively
small, resulting in a dark display in a transmission display
mode. If it is over 50%, while a sufficient display is realized
in a transmission mode, the display becomes dark in a
reflection mode, thereby resulting in a poor visibility.

In the present embodiment, the reflection film 11 includes,
in a blue pixel region, an opening the size (area) of which is
greater than that in red and green pixel regions. Therefore,
the blue color filter 10B, among the R, G and B color filters
10R, 10G and 10B, has the largest color filter area for
coloring the transmitted light from the backlight 161.

The color liquid crystal display device of the present
embodiment provides improved spectral characteristics of
combined reflected light (made of R light, G light and B
light), and the reflected light can be light of a desired white
color. Moreover, the color liquid crystal display device
provides improved spectral characteristics of combined
transmitted light (made of R light, G light and B light) from
the backlight 161, and the transmitted light can be light of
a desired white color.

The size of the opening 20 of the color filter 10 and the
size of the opening 21 of the reflection film 11 are deter-
mined so as to optimize the color reproducibility in a color
display in a reflection display mode and in a transmission
display mode. For example, where the opening 21B of the
reflection film 11 in the blue pixel region is excessively
large, even if the size of the opening 20B of the color filter
10B in the blue pixel region is reduced, the area of the color
filter 10B for coloring the reflected light from the reflection
film 11 in blue is smaller than those of the other two color
filters 10R and 10G for coloring the reflected light in the
respective hues, whereby the color imbalance in a reflection
display mode may not be correctable. Therefore, in the
present embodiment, the size of the opening 21B of the
reflection film 11 in the blue pixel region is set to be greater
than those of the openings 21R and 21G of the reflection film
11 in the red and green pixel regions, while the sizes (areas)
of the openings 20R, 20G and 20B of the color filter 10 are
determined so that the area of the color filter 10B for
coloring the reflected light in blue is greater than those of the
other two color filters 10R and 10G for coloring the reflected
light in the respective hues.

A method for producing a color liquid crystal display
device of the present embodiment will now be described.
First, aluminum is deposited through a vapor deposition
process to a thickness of 100 nm on the lower plastic
substrate 12 so as to form the reflection film 11. The
reflection film may be a film having a high reflectance such
as an Al film, an Ag film and an Ag alloy film (e.g., an
Ag—Pd film). The aluminum film is patterned by using a
photolithography method so as to form the light-transmitting
through holes (openings) 21R, 21G and 21B. The aluminum
film patterning process is performed so that the area of the
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opening 21B of the reflection film 11 corresponding to the
blue pixel region is greater than those of the openings 21R
and 21G of the reflection film 11 corresponding to the red
and green pixel regions, respectively.

Then, an electrodeposition ITO film (electrode) 27 is
formed across the entire surface of the lower plastic sub-
strate 12 in preparation for the electrodeposition of the color
filter 10. The electrodeposition ITO film (electrode) 27 is
patterned so that portions thereof are removed from regions
where the openings 20R, 20G and 20B are to be formed in
preparation for the formation of the openings 20R, 20G and
20B in the color filters 10R, 10G and 10B. The patterning of
the electrodeposition ITO film (electrode) 27 is performed
so that the area of the opening 20B of the blue color filter
10B is smaller than those of the openings 20R and 20G of
the red and green color filters 10R and 10G. The color filter
10 may alternatively be formed by any other method known
in the art, such as a printing method or a pigment dispersion
method.

Furthermore, the overcoat film (flatting film) 9 made of an
acrylic resin is formed on the lower plastic substrate 12. The
formation of the overcoat film (flatting film) 9 may be
optional.

The transparent display electrodes 5 each arranged in a
matrix pattern are formed by depositing (through a vapor
deposition process) and etching ITO (indium tin oxide) on
the upper plastic substrate 4 and on the overcoat film
(flatting film) 9 of the lower plastic substrate 12. A black
matrix may be formed using a light-absorbing material so as
to surround each pixel, in which case the light blocking
effect is improved, thus contributing to an increase in the
contrast. A polyimide resin is applied by printing on the
transparent display electrodes 5, and the polyimide resin is
sintered so as to form the alignment films 7. Then, the
alignment films 7 are subjected to a rubbing treatment so that
the twist angle of the liquid crystal molecules is 240°.

After the upper and lower substrates 4 and 12 are attached
1o each other via the seal resin 6, a liquid crystal material
whose birefringence An and pitch have been adjusted is
injected into a gap therebetween, thereby forming the STN
liquid crystal layer 8 and thus producing an STN liquid
crystal cell. Then, the first phase plate 2, the second phase
plate 3 and the third phase plate 13 (each of which is a
polycarbonate drawn film having a desired value of dAn),
and the upper polarizer 1 and the lower polarizer 14 (cach of
which is neutral gray in color) are attached to the liquid
crystal cell so that their optical axes are oriented in prede-
termined directions with respect to the liquid crystal cell.
Herein, d is the thickness of the phase plate. Furthermore,
the light guide plate 151 and the backlight 161 are provided
on one side of the liquid crystal cell that is away from the
viewer so that light from the backlight enters the liquid
crystal cell.

In the color liquid crystal display device of the present
invention, the area proportion of the opening in the reflection
region corresponding to each of red, green and blue pixels
(area of opening/area of reflection region) can be selected
depending on the spectral characteristics of the light source
(including natural light), the color filter, etc., in a reflection
mode, or the reflection characteristics of the plastic sub-
strates. Moreover, the area proportion of the opening in the
transmission region corresponding to each of red, green and
blue pixels (area of opening/area of transmission region) can
be selected depending on the spectral characteristics of the
backlight, the color filter, etc., in a transmission mode, or the
transmission characteristics of the plastic substrates.

COMPARATIVE EXAMPLE 2

Comparative Example 2 will now be described with
reference to FIG. 15 in comparison with the liquid crystal
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display device of Embodiment 2. In Comparative Example
2, the openings 20R, 20G and 20B of the color filters 10R,
10G and 10B in the R, G and B pixel regions have an equal
size (area) among the R, G and B pixels. Moreover, the
openings 21R, 21G and 21B of the reflection film 11 in the
R, G and B pixel regions have an equal size (area) among the
R, G and B pixels. Therefore, light is transmitted through an
equal area of the color filters 10 in the R, G and B pixel
regions in a reflection display mode and in a transmission
display mode.

In the color liquid crystal display device of Comparative
Example 2, if the colorless and transparent plastic substrate
gets yellowish through a production process such as heating
during a color filter deposition, a transparent electrode film
deposition or an alignment film deposition, the color dis-
played image as a whole gets vellowish not only in a
reflection display mode but also in a transmission display
mode, thereby causing a decrease in the color reproducibil-
ity.

Embodiment 3

FIG. 16 is a plan view schematically illustrating one
picture element in a transflective color liquid crystal display
device of Embodiment 3. The color liquid crystal display
device of the present embodiment is different from that of
Embodiment 2 in that the openings 21R, 21G and 21B of the
reflection film 11 in the R, G and B pixel regions have an
equal size (area) among the R, G and B pixels.

In the color liquid crystal display device of the present
embodiment, the size (area) of the opening 20B of the color
filter 10B in the blue pixel region is smaller than those of the
openings 20R and 20G of the color filters 10R and 10G in
the red and green pixel regions. Therefore, the blue color
filter 10B, among the R, G and B color filters 10R, 10G and
10B, has the largest color filter area for coloring the reflected
light from the reflection film 11.

With the color liquid crystal display device of the present
embodiment, if the upper plastic substrate 4 gets yellowish
through a production process, the area proportion (area of
opening/area of reflection region) of the color filter 10B of
blue, which is approximately the complementary color to
yellow, can be increased relative to those of the red and
green color filters 10R and 10G. Therefore, the reflected
light can be approximately white light in a reflection display
mode, thereby realizing a reflection color display with a
desirable color reproducibility.

Embodiment 4

FIG. 17 is a plan view schematically illustrating one
picture element in a transflective color liquid crystal display
device of Embodiment 4. The color liquid crystal display
device of the present embodiment is different from that of
Embodiment 2 in that the openings 20R, 20G and 20B of the
color filters 10R, 10G and 10B in the R, G and B pixel
regions have an equal size (area) among the R, G and B
pixels.

In the color liquid crystal display device of the present
embodiment, the size (area) of the opening 21B of the
reflection film 11 in the blue pixel region is greater than
those of the openings 21R and 21G of the reflection film 11
in the red and green pixel regions. Therefore, the blue color
filter 10B, among the R, G and B color filters 10R, 10G and
10B, has the largest color filter area for coloring the trans-
mitted light from the backlight.

With the color liquid crystal display device of the present
embodiment, if the two plastic substrates 4 and 12 get
yellowish through a production process, the area proportion
(area of opening/area of transmission region) of the color
filter 10B of blue, which is approximately the complemen-
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tary color to yellow, can be increased relative to those of the
red and green color filters 10R and 10G. Therefore, in a
ransmission display mode, the transmitted light can be
approximately white light in a white display, thereby real-
izing a transmission color display with a desirable color
reproducibility.

Alternative Embodiments

In Embodiments 2, 3 and 4, the present invention has been
described with respect to a case where the substrates 4 and
12 are plastic substrates. Alternatively, each of the substrates
4 and 12 may be a glass substrate such as a float glass or a
soda glass. The liquid crystal display device of Embodiment
1 may employ either a plastic substrate or a glass substrate.

In Embodiments 1 to 4, the reflection film 11 and the color
filter 10 are layered on the lower plastic substrate 12.
Alternatively, the reflection film 11 and the color filter 10
may be layered on the upper substrate 4. In Embodiments 1
to 4, the present invention has been described with respect
to a liquid crystal display device including polarizers.
Alternatively, the present invention can be applied to a liquid
crystal display device that does not require polarizers such
as a guest-host liquid crystal display device or a polymer
dispersed liquid crystal display device.

In Embodiments 2, 3 and 4, the present invention has been
described with respect to a case where a full color image is
displayed by using the three colors of red, green and blue.
Alternatively, a full color image may be displayed by using
the three colors of magenta, yellow and cyan. In Embodi-
ments 2, 3 and 4, a stripe arrangement is employed.
Alternatively, the color liquid crystal display device of the
present invention may employ any other type of pixel
arrangement, such as a delta arrangement, a mosaic
arrangement, or a square arrangement. In the color liquid
crystal display device of the present invention, the number
of hues of pixels to be provided may alternatively be 4 or
more.

In Embodiments 2, 3 and 4, the present invention has been
described with respect to a case where the size of the
opening 20B of the color filter 10B and the size of the
opening 21B of the reflection film 11 in the blue pixel region
are different respectively from those of the openings 20R
and 20G of the color filters 10R and 10G and those of the
openings 21R and 21G of the reflection film 11 in the red and
green pixel regions. Alternatively, the size of the opening in
either one of the red and green pixel regions may be different
from those of the openings in the pixel regions of the other
two colors. Moreover, the openings 20R, 20G and 20B and
21R, 21G and 21B in the pixel regions of the respective hues
of red, green and blue may alternatively have area propor-
tions (area of opening/area of reflection region, or area of
opening/area of transmission region) that are different from
one another.

REFERENCE EXAMPLE 1

In the color liquid crystal display device of the present
invention, the color filter includes openings. However, even
when the color filters 10R, 10G and 10B of the respective
hues include no openings, as illustrated in FIG. 18, it is
possible to realize a transmission color display with a
desirable color reproducibility in a transmission display
mode, as long as the reflection film 11 includes the openings
21R, 21G and 21B in the respective pixel regions, and the
size of the opening (e.g., the opening 21B) in at least one of
the pixel regions of different colors (e.g., the blue pixel
region) is greater than those of the openings (e.g., the
openings 21R and 21G) in the other pixel region(s) (e.g., the
red and green pixel regions).
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Specifically, in the illustrated example, the size (area) of
the opening 21B of the reflection film 11 in the blue pixel
region is greater than those of the openings 21R and 21G of
the reflection film 11 in the red and green pixel regions,
whereby the blue color filter 10B, among the R, G and B
color filters 10R, 10G and 10B, has the largest color filter
area for coloring the transmitted light from the backlight.
Therefore, if two plastic substrates get yellowish through a
production process, the area proportion of the color filter of
blue, which is approximately the complementary color to
yellow, can be increased relative to those of the red and
green color filters. Therefore, in a transmission display
mode, the transmitted light can be approximately white light
in a white display, thereby realizing a transmission color
display with a desirable color reproducibility.

REFERENCE EXAMPLE 2

The color liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is a transflective color liquid crystal display device
in which the reflection film includes openings. However,
even with a reflection type color liquid crystal display device
in which the reflection film includes no opening, as illus-
trated in FIG. 19, it is possible to realize a reflection color
display with a desirable color reproducibility in a reflection
display mode, as long as the color filters 10R, 10G and 10B
of the respective hues include the openings 20R, 20G and
20B, respectively, and the size of the opening (e.g., the
opening 20B) in at least one of the pixel regions of different
colors (e.g., the blue pixel region) is smaller than those of the
openings (e.g., the openings 20R and 20G) in the other pixel
region(s) (e.g., the red and green pixel regions).

Specifically, in the illustrated example, the size (area) of
the opening 20B of the color filter 10B in the blue pixel
region is smaller than those of the openings 20R and 20G of
the color filters 10R and 10G in the red and green pixel
regions, whereby the blue color filter 10B, among the R, G
and B color filters 10R, 10G and 10B, has the largest color
filter area for coloring the reflected light from the reflection
film. Therefore, if the upper plastic substrate gets yellowish
through a production process, the area proportion of the
color filter 10B of blue, which is approximately the comple-
mentary color to yellow, can be increased relative to those
of the red and green color filters 10R and 10G. Thus, in a
reflection display mode, the reflected light can be approxi-
mately white light in a white display, thereby realizing a
reflection color display with a desirable color reproducibil-

1ty.
REFERENCE EXAMPLE 3

Even with a transmission type color liquid crystal display
device including no reflection film, it is possible to realize a
transmission color display with a desirable color reproduc-
ibility in a transmission display mode, as in Reference
Example 2, as long as the color filters 10R, 10G and 10B of
the respective hues include the openings 20R, 20G and 20B,
respectively, and the size of the opening (e.g., the opening
20B) in at least one of the pixel regions of different colors
(c.g., the blue pixel region) is smaller than those of the
openings (e.g., the openings 20R and 20G) in the other pixel
region(s) (c.g., the red and green pixel regions).

Specifically, if the size (area) of the opening 20B of the
color filter 10B in the blue pixel region is smaller than those
of the openings 20R and 20G of the color filters 10R and
10G in the red and green pixel regions, the blue color filter
10B, among the R, G and B color filters 10R, 10G and 10B,
has the largest color filter area for coloring the transmitted
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light from the backlight. Therefore, if two plastic substrates
get yellowish through a production process, the area pro-
portion of the color filter of blue, which is approximately the
complementary color to yellow, can be increased relative to
those of the red and green color filters. Therefore, in a
transmission display mode, the transmitted light can be
approximately white light in a white display, thereby real-
izing a transmission color display with a desirable color
reproducibility.

According to the present invention, the liquid crystal
display device of the present invention can be obtained
without any additional step to a conventional production
process, by providing a reflection film including openings
and a color filter also including openings on one of the
substrates so that the openings of the reflection film and the
openings of the color filter do not overlap with each other in
each pixel.

Furthermore, with the liquid crystal display device of the
present invention, in a transmission display mode where a
light source provided on the back side of the liquid crystal
display device is used, light that is transmitted through the
openings of the reflection film passes through the color filter
to the outside, thereby obtaining a bright display with a
satisfactory display color saturation.

In a reflection display mode where ambient light is used,
light entering the liquid crystal display device from the front
side passes through the color filter or the color filter
openings, is reflected by the reflection regions of the reflec-
tion film, and passes again through the color filter or the
color filter openings to the outside, whereby combined
output light of non-colored output light and colored output
light is obtained, thus realizing a bright display.

Furthermore, the brightness and saturation of the output
light can be adjusted by adjusting, as necessary, the char-
acteristics of the color filter and the area and shape of the
color filter openings, thereby allowing a color filter having
a high color purity to be employed.

Thus, the liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is useful as a transflective color liquid crystal
display device, particularly as a transflective color liquid
crystal display device in which a transmission display mode
is given a higher priority, and it is possible to improve the
display color saturation in a transmission display mode
while maintaining the brightness and contrast in a reflection
display mode without increasing the number of steps in the
production process.

Moreover, with the liquid crystal display device of the
present invention, it is possible to realize a transmission
and/or reflection color display with a desirable color repro-
ducibility.

While the present invention has been described in pre-
ferred embodiments, it will be apparent to those skilled in
the art that the disclosed invention may be modified in
numerous ways and may assume many embodiments other
than those specifically set out and described above.
Accordingly, it is intended by the appended claims to cover
all modifications of the invention that fall within the true
spirit and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A liquid crystal display device, comprising:

a first substrate;

a second substrate opposing the first substrate;

a liquid crystal layer interposed between the first substrate

and the second substrate; and

a color filter including red, green and blue colored por-

tions supported by one side of the second substrate that
is closer to the liquid crystal layer, wherein:
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a plurality of pixel regions are arranged in a matrix
pattern;

a plurality of picture element regions each including
first, second and third of the pixel regions of red,
green and blue colors, respectively;

in at least one of the picture element regions, the color
filter includes one or more openings in each of the
pixel regions of different colors in the picture ele-
ment region; and

in the at least one picture element region, a total area of
opening(s) in the blue pixel region is smaller than a
total arca of opening(s) in each of the red and green
pixel regions.

2. The liquid crystal display device of claim 1, wherein at
least one of the first substrate and the second substrate is a
plastic substrate.

3. The liquid crystal display device of claim 1, wherein
the number of the openings of the color filter in each of the
pixel regions of different colors is plural.

4. The liquid crystal display device of claim 1, wherein an
area proportion of the opening with respect to the pixel
region is equal to or greater than 5% and less than or equal
to 30%.

5. The liquid crystal display device of claim 1, wherein
the openings of the color filter are filled with a transparent
resin whose transmittance is 90% or more.

6. A liquid crystal display device, comprising:

a first substrate;

a second substrate opposing the first substrate;

a liquid crystal layer interposed between the first substrate

and the second substrate;

a color filter supported by one side of the second substrate
that is closer to the liquid crystal layer;

a reflection film interposed between the second substrate
and the color filter for reflecting light coming from the
first substrate side to the first substrate side;

wherein:

a plurality of pixel regions are arranged in a matrix
pattern;

at least one of a plurality of picture element regions
includes a plurality of the pixel regions of different
colors;

the color filter includes one or more openings in each
of the pixel regions of different colors; and

in the at least one picture element region, a total area of
the opening(s) of the color filter in a first pixel region
of a first color is smaller than a total area of the
opening(s) of the color filter in each of other pixel
regions of colors different than the first color.

7. A liquid crystal display device, comprising:

a first substrate;

a second substrate opposing the first substrate;

a liquid crystal layer interposed between the first substrate
and the second substrate;

a color filter supported by one side of the second substrate
that is closer to the liquid crystal layer;

a reflection film interposed between the second substrate
and the color filter, said reflection film for reflecting
light coming from the first substrate side;

wherein the first substrate is a plastic substrate;

a plurality of pixel regions arranged in a matrix pattern;

a plurality of picture element regions each comprising
three of the pixel regions of red, green and blue;

wherein the color filter includes one or more openings in
each of the pixel regions of different colors; and
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wherein in at least one of the plurality of picture element
regions, a total area of the opening(s) of the color filter
in the blue pixel region is smaller than a total area of the
opening(s) of the color filter in each of the red and
green pixel regions.

8. The liquid crystal display device of claim 6, wherein
the number of the openings of the color filter in each of the
pixel regions of different colors is plural.

9. The liquid crystal display device of claim 6, wherein
the reflection film is a diffused reflection film whose surface
on the liquid crystal layer side has irregularities.

10. The liquid crystal display device of claim 6, wherein
an area proportion of the opening with respect to the pixel
region is equal to or greater than 5% and less than or equal
to 30%.

11. The liquid crystal display device of claim 6, wherein
the openings of the color filter are filled with a transparent
resin whose transmittance is 90% or more.

12. A transflective liquid crystal display device, compris-
ing:

a first substrate;

a second substrate opposing the first substrate;

a liquid crystal layer interposed between the first substrate
and the second substrate;

a reflection film formed on one side of the second sub-
strate that is closer to the liquid crystal layer; and

a color filter formed on the reflection film, wherein:

a plurality of pixel regions are arranged in a matrix
pattern, each of the pixel regions including a reflec-
tion region where light coming from the first sub-
strate side is reflected by the reflection film back to
the first substrate side, and a transmission region
where light coming from the second substrate side is
transmitted to the first substrate side;

a plurality of picture element regions are defined, each
including a plurality of the pixel regions of different
colors; and

in at least one of the plurality of picture element
regions, an area of the transmission region in a blue
pixel region is greater than an area of the transmis-
sion region in each of red and green pixel regions.

13. The liquid crystal display device of claim 12, wherein:

at least one of the first substrate and the second substrate
is a plastic substrate.
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14. The liquid crystal display device of claim 12,

wherein the reflection film includes a plurality of open-
ings in each of the pixel regions of different colors.
15. The liquid crystal display device of claim 12, wherein
the reflection film is a diffused reflection film whose surface
on the liquid crystal layer side has irregularities.
16. The liquid crystal display device of claim 12,

wherein an area proportion of the transmission region
with respect to the pixel region is equal to or greater
than 10% and less than or equal to 50%.

17. A liquid crystal display device, comprising:

a first substrate;

a second substrate opposing the first substrate;

a liquid crystal layer interposed between the first substrate
and the second substrate;

a reflection film supported by at least a side of the second
substrate that is closer to the liquid crystal layer; and

a color filter supported by at least the reflection film,

wherein:

a plurality of pixel regions are arranged in a matrix
pattern, at least one of the pixel regions including a
reflection region where light coming from the first
substrate side is reflected by the reflection film back
to the first substrate side and a transmission region
where light coming from the second substrate side is
transmitted to the first substrate side;

a plurality of picture element regions each including a
plurality of pixel regions of different colors; and

wherein, in at least one of the picture element regions,
an area of the transmission region in a first pixel
region of a first color is greater than transmission
region in each of second and third pixel regions of
second and third different colors, each of the first,
second and third pixel regions being located in the at
least one picture element region.

18. The liquid crystal display device of claim 17, wherein
in at least one of the plurality of picture element regions, an
area of the transmission region in the blue pixel region is
greater than an area of the transmission region in each of the
red and green pixel regions.
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